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Philander Smith College is a small, privately supported, historically Black, four-year 

liberal arts institution related to The United Methodist Church. The College offers 

four degrees: the Bachelor of Arts, the Bachelor of Science, the Bachelor of Business 

Administration, and the Bachelor of Social Work. 

The College's mission is to graduate academically accomplished students, grounded as 

advocates for social justice, determined to change the world for the better. 

Philander Smith College, the only United Negro College Fund member institution in 

Arkansas, strives to provide a quality education for all, regardless of race, religion, sex, 

national origin or ethnic background. 

Gala Mission 

The goal of the President's Scholarship 

Gala is to bring awareness and support 

for under-represented students. With 

your financial support, Philander Smith 

College can administer scholarships 

to deserving college students. A top 

level sponsorship package wi l l create 

internships, mentoring, enrichment 

programs, enhanced curriculum as 

wel l as other much needed resources 

for our students. When you support 

Philander Forward, you help deserving 

young minds by giving them access to 

a successful college education and the 

promise of a fulfill ing career. 



Message from the President 

Dear Friends of Philander Smith College: 

I would like to thank each of you for making the 
Fourth Annual President's Scholarship Gala a 
night to remember! Your presence and participation 
are tangible expressions of your support for the 
Philander Forward Movement Not only are we 
grateful; we are also tremendously honored by 
your belief in our mission to "graduate academically 
accomplished students, grounded as advocates for 

social justice, who are determined to change the world for the better." 

We work dutifully to fulfill this mission, and there is evidence that our 
mandate and message are resonating. A recent report issued by the 
Arkansas Department of Higher Education indicated that Philander 
Smith College (PSC) is the fastest growing four-year institution in the 
State of Arkansas. Additionally, the United Negro College Fund (UNCF] 
has recognized PSC as the fastest growing Historically Black College 
or University (HBCU) of its 38-Member Institutions. These recognitions 
are coupled with the fact that, for three straight years now, we have 
experienced double-digit growth in enrollment. As you can discern, we 
are truly moving forward! 

Appropriately so, the theme of tonight's Gala is "Moving Brilliant Minds 
Forward to Bright Futures." Being bountifully blessed with increased 
enrollment, it is more critical than ever that we have the resources to 
help our scholars stay on the path toward their ambitious dreams. With 
partners such as those who are our sponsors this evening, as well 
as those who have invested with either ticket purchases or outright 
donations, we are better positioned to help our students address the 
financial roadblocks which can hamper their progress. For this, we 
simply cannot thank you enough. 

Hopefully, you will have a chance to meet several of the 'brilliant'young 
minds who are in attendance this evening. Having the occasion to see or 
perhaps speak with these scholars should further solidify the gravity and 
wise choice of your investment. As the intensity of their futures depends 
upon the light that is cast upon their journey, we are incredibly thankful 
for your support which will help serve to brightly illuminate their way. 

Sincerely yours, 

Board of Trustees 

Dr. Sherece Y. West-Scantlebury 

Chairwoman 

Dr. Jesse M. Trice, '72 

Vice-Chairman 

Dr. Debra Henry Fiser 

Secretary 

Mr. Ronald W. Newsome, '71 

Treasurer 

Mr. Bob Bailey 

Mr. Robert Blue, '68 

Dr. Etta F. Carter, '63 

Dr. J. Clif Christopher 

Mr. Herman Davis, '73 

Dr. Terry Esper, '96 

Dr. Cynthia Bond Hopson 

Dr. Terrance D. Grant-Malone 

Dr. Tionna Jenkins, '01 

Mr. J im Kincannon 

Ms. Lisa A. Menzies 

Bishop Gary Mueller 

Mr. Jake Nabholz 

Rev. Mark Norman, '94 

Mr. F.G. "Buddy" Villines 

Mr. Harvey P. Wiley, Sr., '67 

TRUSTEES EMERITI 

Dr. Charles W. Donaldson, '69 

Ms. Lottie Shackelford, '79 

Mr. Charles 0. Stewart 

Dr. Sherman Tate, '70 

MG (Ret) Harold Gwatney 

Roderick L. Smothers, Sr., Ph.D. 
14th President and CEO 



Special Thanh 
T O O U R SPONSORS 

Presenting Sponsor 

Dr. W i l l i a m Pickard 
GAA Manufacturing & Supplier Chain Management 

( in Honor of Dr. Harry Roberson) 

Legacy Sponsor 

Dr. & Mrs . Rush and Linda Harding 

Platinum Sponsors 

GWATNEV 
C H E V R O L E T 

M r . & Mrs . Robert and Carolyn Blue 

Gold Sponsor 

PSC National A l u m n i Association 

M r . Thomas Tucker 

AS OF PRINTING 



Silver Sponsors 

Dr. Harry Roberson 
Dr. Sherece West-Scantlebury 

The 5P's LLC (Dr. & Mrs . Elder and Brenda Granger, Founders) 

Bronze Sponsors 

S A i N T M A R K 
B A P T I S T C H U R C H 
YOU. GROW HERE. 

H E N N A 
We'll Stand By You 

B r e t w o o d Capi ta l Partners 
• The United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas 

Dr. Etta Carter 
Massey Family Charitable Foundation 

Mrs. Lillie Paddio 
President Roderick F. Smothers, Sr. 

Dr. Jesse Trice 
Mr. Maurice Pitts 
Mr. Eddie White 

Dr. Darnell Williams 

Green and Gold Sponsors 
Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Arkansas Dept . o f Workforce Services 
Arkansas Hospi ta l Association 
Arkansas M a r t i n Luther K i n g , Jr. C o m m i s s i o n 
Arkansas State Chamber o f Commerce 
Arkansas State Universi ty - Office o f Divers i ty 
Arvest Bank 
Black College Fund and Ethnic Concerns 
Cherry-Bekaert LLP 
C H I St. Vincent 
Cross, Gunter, W i t h e r s p o o n & Galchus 
Donaldson Scholars Academy 

D o w n s t r e a m Casino and Resort 
Dr . Joycelyn Elders 
Entergy Arkansas 
Dr . Terry Esper 
First Security Bank 
Legacy Termite & Pest C o n t r o l 
Lit t le Rock Chapter o f the Links , Inc. 
Lit t le Rock Regional Chamber o f Commerce 
Methodis t Family Heal th Inc. 
NSC C o n s t r u c t i o n 
N u c o r Steel Arkansas 
Pepsi B o t t l i n g C o m p a n y 

Philander Forward Youth Theological Ins t i tute 
Rebsamen Fund 
M r . Charles Rogers 
S immons Bank 
Southern Bancorps 
Tate & Associates 
The Hatcher Agency 
Clarke Tucker 
Rev. W i l l i a m Webb 
Wesley Chapel U n i t e d Methodis t C h u r c h 
Dr . Harvey W i l e y / M s . G w e n d o l y n Ziegler 

AS OF PRINTING 



± 
President's Scholarship 

We thank you for your leadership 
in making the 

4th Annual Scholarship Gala 
a success! 

Honorary Co-Chairs 

Mrs. Pat Pile Trustee Robert Blue 
Former Chair, Board of Trustees 



® Church 

The 
United 
Methodist 

The United Methodist Church is the only 
organized denomination that has founded 11 
Historically Black Colleges and continues to 
support them through the Black College Fund. 

Philander Smith College is strongly rooted 
in the Methodist faith and receives support 
from the Arkansas Conference of The United 
Methodist Church and the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry. This is a 
historical partnership that strives to develop 
students into first-class, service-oriented 
citizens in a church related environment with 
a commitment to social justice. 



Salad 
Mixed Green Salad with Candied Pecans, Shredded Cheddar, Apples, 

Cranberries with Orange Poppy Seed Dressing 

Entree 
Herb Grilled Chicken with Chive Infused Mashed Potatoes, 

Grilled Asparagus and a Lemon Jus 

Vegetarian Option: 

Mushroom Cake over Chive Infused Mashed Potatoes with Grilled Asparagi 

Dessert 
Carmel Cheesecake with Chantilly Cream and a Pecan Wheel 

or 

Chocolate Cheesecake with Mixed Berr ies 



WELCOME 
Miss Jess i ca Shepherd, '19 and Mr. Benjamin Mason, '19 

Miss and Mister Phi lander Smith College, 2018-2019 

L I F T E V E R Y VOICE AND S ING 
Philander Smith Collegiate Choir 

MOMENT OF GRATITUDE 
Dr. Sherece West-Scantlebury Miss Miyah Bell, '20 
Chairwoman, Board of Trustees President, Student Government Association 

THE B L E S S I N G 
Mr. Theo Washington 

Preachers of Phi lander 

Dinner 
Music provided by student tr io P I3CEENT 

(Nathan Harvey, '19, Robert Allison, Jr., '20, San'Drius Gillespie, '21 and Tyranni Scott, '20) 

HIGHLIGHTING OUR CULTURAL HER ITAGE 

Dr. Carla Carter 

Performance by Outloud Artistry 

"The Philander Story" Video Presentation 

"I, Too, Have a Story" Student Presentation 
Isaiah Mays, '20, Klaudette Spencer, '20, Kelan Patterson, '20 

MUSICAL T R I B U T E 
Philander Smith Collegiate Choir Directed by Mr, Karliss Chappie, 01 

S P E C I A L RECOGNITIONS 
Dr. Roderick L. Smothers, Sr., 14th President and CEO, Phi lander Smith College 

R E M A R K S AND S P E C I A L A P P E A L 
Ms. Valerie Melton 

Vice President for Inst i tut ional Advancement, Phi lander Smith College 

ENTERTA INMENT 
Rodney Block 

All guests are invited to participate in the sitent auction located in the ballroom foyer. Bidding will close at 8:15 p.m. 



Presenting Sponsor 

<5e 

T H E GOURMET COMPANIES 

Founded 43 years ago to provide 
exemplary service to HBCUs 

Pim/rdu^ TmdSeivrce %iana^emetit ps>A 

Colleges and Universities 
K-12 
Sports Facilities 
Airport Concessions 
Correctional Facilities 
Healthcare Facilities 
Hotels Management 
Restaurant Management 
Event & Social Catering 
Food Management Consulting 

The nation's largest minority, 
woman-owned food service 

management company 

260 Peachtree Street 
Suite 1500 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
404.876.5700 

www.gourmetservicesinc.com 

r]/l/e b/Ung_ moAe to* the table than just £/wd 
- rWe b/ung_ the Q&uAmet (V\/ai^! 

http://www.gourmetservicesinc.com


Presenting Sponsor 

Your Partner in Mov ing 
Philpnder Forward 

on your 



In Honor of 
Dr. Harry Roberson, Jr 

1950 Graduate 
1989 PSC Distinguished Alumnus 

"For your legacy of 
excellence and your 
consistent support 
of your Dear Alma 
Mater." 

From your good friend, 
r. W i l l i a m Pickard HI 

Presenting Sponsor 



Presenting Sponsor 

Accomplished Faculty. Amazing Students. 

Professor Cynthia Burroughs, chair of the biology department at Philander Smith College, 

guides future doctoral student, Sharon Sanders. 

Philander graduates are confident leaders. They are comfortable stepping into the spotlight to 

take on the world after graduation. Elijah Pitts scored two touchdowns in the first professional 

football championship game. Dr. Jocelyn Elders was the first African American appointed as Surgeon 

General of the United States. Dr. Ozell Sutton, one o f the first blacks to serve in the Marines, was 

awarded the Congressional Gold Medal by President Obama. 

So where does this confidence come from? Behind every successful Philander graduate is a 

professor whose expertise extends beyond his or her academic discipline. Philander faculty take pride 

in their ability to nurture, mentor and instill confidence, both in the classroom and the world. 

Together we are moving Philander forward, one amazing student at a time. 

Visit www.Philander.edu to donate. 

4 HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Tht I 'MMHlxdU Clxiiri 

http://www.Philander.edu


Legacy Sponsor 

We re proud to support 
the bright future of 

Philander Smith College 
and its brilliant scholars! 

Dr. & Mrs. Rush 
and 

Linda Harding ; 



Platinum Svonsor 

We are extremely proud to lend our 

support to Philander Smith College. 

The Fourth Annual President's Scholarship Gala 

is an opportunity to "pay it forward" and help 

fund the future success of dedicated scholars. 

Mr. Robert Blue, '68 
Mrs. Carolyn Blue 



Platinum Sponsor 

HAROLD GWATNEY CHEVROLET 
congratulates 

PHILANDER SMITH COLLEGE 
Fraud Flatinum Sponsor 

of the Fhilander Smith College 
Fourth Annual 

Fresident's Scholarship Gala 



Gold Sponsor 

In Honor of the 
PSC National Alumni 

Association 
You are the brilliant minds who came 

before us and the bright futures to which 
we aspire. Your stalwart support of the 
institution we share is integral to the 

FORWARD Movement to which we strive. 
We are forever grateful for your continued 

support and partnership. 

"With loyalty we will always be, 
a part of you, Dear PSC." 

L A n i L A N D E R f l 
S M I T H C O L L E G E 



Congratulations 
Philander Smith College 

on the success of the 
Fourth Annual President's 

Scholarship Gala. 
" I am thrilled to support the legacy 

of our Dear PSC and the future 
of tomorrow's leaders." 

Thomas Tucker, '88 

Gold Sponsor 



T E X T 2 G I V E 
And help a student graduate 

from Philander Smith College. 



Outloud Art i s t ry 

Entertainment 

Pi3CEENT 

Anonymous 

Phi lander Smith Collegiate Choir 



Special Scholarship Presentations 
Awarded During Tonight's Event 

PRESIDENT'S GALA SCHOLARSHIP 

Presented in honor of the Annual President's Scholarship Gala event, The President's Gala 

Scholarship is awarded to deserving senior level students, enrolled full-time, who possess 

effective Leadership qualities and demonstrate financial need. These students must also 

exhibit a passion for personal growth and development embodying the goals of the Philander 

Forward Movement. 

OZELL SUTTON LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP 

The Ozell Sutton Leadership and Service Scholarship is awarded to a Philander Smith 

College student who exemplifies the true spirit of the life, service and Legacy of 1950 PSC 

Alumnus Ozell Sutton (1925-2015). The Sutton Scholar displays a passion and desire for the 

pursuit of social justice, fairness and equality, along with outstanding academic credentials. 

Initially, the Sutton Scholarship Award will provide a minimum $3,500 yearly scholarship, 

and with matching funds, allow for a $7,000 scholarship (per year) per student. 

YOUNG WOMEN IN EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is awarded to a Philander Woman who stands out as a leader, exemplifying 

scholarship, sen/ice, and womanhood and who, by example, encourages other female 

students to do the same. The recipient of the Young Women in Excellence scholarship must 

display a strong passion for leadership and personal development, while demonstrating the 

potential to become a leader in her chosen field while exhibiting a desire to also enhance the 

lives of women in her community. 



Thank You to Our Silent Auction Donors 
Dr. Charles and Mable Donaldson 

Bauman's Fine Men's Store 

Petit I Keet Bar and Grill 

Versona Accessories 

Barbara Jean 

Ulta Beauty 

LUV Boutique 

Mickey's Cakes and Sweets 

Williams Sonoma 

Korto Momolu 

Salute Wine and Spirits 

Metro Wine and Spirits 

President Roderick L. Smothers, Sr. 

Sissy's Log Cabin 

PSC Ambassadors 

Anonymous Dance Team 

PSC Collegiate Choir 

Volunteer Hostesses 

Outloud Artistry 

Dr. Darnell Williams 

Mrs. Catherine Johnson 

Arkansas Legislative Black Caucus 



President's Executive Cabinet 
Dr. Roderick L. Smothers, Sr. 

U t h President and CEO 

Dr. Darnel l Wi l l iams 
Executive Vice President 

Dr. Zollie Stevenson, J r . 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Dr. Dakota Doman 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Enro l lment Management 

Mrs. LaTonya Hayes 
Associate Vice President for Fiscal Affairs 

Dr. Annie Winkler Wi l l iams 
Associate Vice President for Inst i tut ional Planning and Effectiveness 

Dr. Anthony Johnson 
Vice President for Sponsored Programs and Undergraduate Research 

Mr. Brian Clay 
Chief Informat ion Officer 

Ms. Valerie Melton 
Vice President for Inst i tut ional Advancement 

Rev. Ronnie Miller-Yow 
Chaplain/Dean for Religious Life and Campus Culture 

Mr. Nathan Cochran 
Director of Athlet ics 

Mrs. Tamika Edwards 
Executive Director, Social Justice Institute 

Gala Committee Members 
Ms. Valerie Melton, Chairwoman 

Trustee Emer i tus Mrs. Lottie Shackelford 

Dr. Car la Carter 

Mr. Kevin Cooper 

Ms. Brenda Fickl in 

Mrs. Carmen Parks 

Mrs. Jenne l le Pr imm 

Ms. Janet Davis Tate 

Ms. Mary Wheeler 



Thank you 
for supporting 

Philander Smith College! 

14HILANDER 
S M I T H C O L L E G E 

EST 2877 

PHILANDER 

FORWARDS 

900 West Daisy Bates Drive 

Litt le Rock, AR 72202 

501.370.5262 

philander.edu 

http://philander.edu

