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History and AAission 
PHILANDER SMITH COLLEGE 

O f f i c i a l l y f o u n d e d i n 1 8 7 7 , P h i l a n d e r S m i t h Co l l ege is the result o f the first a t t e m p t west o f the M i s s i s s i p p i 

R i v e r t o m a k e e d u c a t i o n avai lable t o f r e e d m e n ( f o r m e r A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n slaves). T h e f o r e r u n n e r o f the Co l l ege was 

W a l d e n Seminary , n a m e d i n h o n o r o f D r . J. M . W a l d e n , one o f the o r i g i n a t o r s a n d the first C o r r e s p o n d i n g Secretary 

o f the Freedmen's A i d Society. 

I n 1 8 8 2 , D r . G . W . Gray , pre s ident o f L i t t l e R o c k U n i v e r s i t y , the i n s t i t u t i o n f o r the Arkansas A n n u a l Confe rence , 

m e t M r s . A d e l i n e S m i t h , w i d o w o f M r . P h i l a n d e r S m i t h o f O a k Park, I l l i n o i s , w h i l e s o l i c i t i n g f u n d s . T h e late M r . 

P h i l a n d e r S m i t h h a d been a l i b e r a l d o n o r t o A s i a t i c M i s s i o n s a n d h a d deve loped an interest i n the w o r k o f the 

c h u r c h i n t h e S o u t h . I n m a k i n g her g i f t t o D r . Gray, M r s . S m i t h des ignated $ 1 0 , 5 0 0 fo r W a l d e n Seminary . T h e 

trustees accepted t h e g i f t a n d gave i t special r e c o g n i t i o n b y c h a n g i n g the n a m e o f the s t r u g g l i n g W a l d e n S e m i n a r y to 

P h i l a n d e r S m i t h Co l l ege . A n e w site f o r the s c h o o l h a d a lready been purchased at E l e v e n t h a n d I z a r d Streets. T h e g i f t 

m a d e b y M r s . S m i t h was a significant c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d the construct ion o f B u d l o n g H a l l , the first br ick b u i l d i n g o n the 

n e w site. 

P h i l a n d e r S m i t h C o l l e g e was char te red as a four-year college o n M a r c h 3, 1883 . T h e first baccalaureate degree was 

c o n f e r r e d i n 1 8 8 8 . T h e first p re s ident , the R e v e r e n d T h o m a s M a s o n res igned i n 1896 . H e was succeeded b y a m e m b e r 

o f t h e f a c u l t y o f t h e C o l l e g e , the Reverend James M o n r o e C o x , Professor o f A n c i e n t Languages. D r . C o x r e t i r e d f r o m 

the pre s idency o f the C o l l e g e i n 1 9 2 4 , a n d was succeeded b y the Reverend George C o l l i n s Taylor , a graduate o f the 

Co l l ege . D r . T a y l o r served as p re s ident f r o m 1 9 2 4 t o 1936 . I n M a y , 1 9 3 6 , D r . M a r q u i s LaFayette H a r r i s succeeded 

D r . T a y l o r as p re s ident o f the Co l l ege . D u r i n g the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f D r . H a r r i s , t h e campus area was great ly en larged . 

I n July, 1 9 4 8 , the site o f t h e L i t t l e R o c k J u n i o r Co l l ege , ad jacent t o the s o u t h e n d o f P h i l a n d e r Smith's c a m p u s , was 

purchased . O n M a r c h 3 0 , 1 9 4 9 , after an extensive p r o g r a m o f academic i m p r o v e m e n t , P h i l a n d e r S m i t h C o l l e g e was 

f u l l y accred i ted b y t h e N o r t h C e n t r a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f Col leges a n d Schools . D r . H a r r i s was succeeded b y D r . Roosevel t 

D a v i d C r o c k e t t , a g raduate o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o n June 1, 1 9 6 1 . D r . D i x o n , P h i l a n d e r Smith's s i x t h pres ident , t o o k 

off ice J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 6 5 . D r . D i x o n was succeeded b y D r . W a l t e r R. H a z z a r d w h o t o o k office as the seventh pre s ident 

o f the C o l l e g e o n J u l y 1 , 1 9 6 9 . D r . H a z z a r d was succeeded b y D r . G r a n t S. Shockley. D r . G r a n t S. Shock ley t o o k 

off ice as the e i g h t h p re s ident o f P h i l a n d e r S m i t h C o l l e g e o n J anuary 1 , 1 9 8 0 . D r . Shock ley was succeeded b y D r . 

H a z o W . Car te r , Jr. D r . H a z o W . Car ter . Jr., e lected u n a n i m o u s l y J u l y 19 , 1983 b y the B o a r d o f Trustees, t o o k off ice 

A u g u s t 2 0 , 1 9 8 3 . D r . C a r t e r res igned the pres idency o f P h i l a n d e r S m i t h Co l l ege i n A u g u s t 1987 . H e was succeeded 

b y D r . M y e r L . T i t u s , a 1 9 5 4 graduate o f the i n s t i t u t i o n . D r . T i t u s r e t i r e d as Pres ident o n June 3 0 , 1998 . D r . T r u d i e 

K i b b e Reed was e lected b y t h e B o a r d o f Trustees i n February , 1998 as t h e e l eventh a n d first female President o f 

P h i l a n d e r S m i t h C o l l e g e . I n t h e s u m m e r o f 2 0 0 4 , D r . Ju l ius Scot t was a p p o i n t e d b y the B o a r d o f Trustees t o serve as 

t h e i n t e r i m p r e s i d e n t w h i l e t h e C o l l e g e c o m p l e t e d a n a t i o n a l search fo r the n e x t pres ident . I n O c t o b e r o f 2 0 0 4 , the 

B o a r d a n n o u n c e d the se lec t ion o f D r . W a l t e r M . K i m b r o u g h as the 1 2 t h pres ident o f P h i l a n d e r S m i t h Col lege . H e 

t o o k off ice o n D e c e m b e r 13, 2 0 0 4 . 

P h i l a n d e r S m i t h C o l l e g e has a r i c h C h r i s t i a n her i tage . I t has m a i n t a i n e d a close r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the c h u r c h 

across t h e years. I t acknowledges a d e f i n i t e o b l i g a t i o n t o T h e U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h . T h e Col lege receives f u n d i n g 

f r o m T h e G e n e r a l B o a r d o f H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n a n d C a m p u s M i n i s t r y o f T h e U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h . P h i l a n d e r 

S m i t h C o l l e g e strives t o i n s t i l l t h e desire t o serve i n its f a c u l t y a n d s tudents . T h i s desire is at the core o f its e d u c a t i o n a l 

p h i l o s o p h y . 

MISSION: 
P h i l a n d e r S m i t h C o l l e g e is a s m a l l , p r i v a t e l y s u p p o r t e d , h i s t o r i c a l l y B l a c k four-year l i b e r a l arts i n s t i t u t i o n related 

t o the B o a r d o f H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n a n d M i n i s t r y o f t h e U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h . C u r r e n t l y o f f e r i n g f o u r degrees 

i n c l u d i n g the Bache lor o f A r t s , the Bache lor o f Science, the Bache lor o f Business A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d the Bachelor 

o f Social W o r k , the college's m i s s i o n is to graduate a c a d e m i c a l l y a c c o m p l i s h e d s tudents , g r o u n d e d as 

advocates for s o c i a l j u s t i ce , i n t e n t i o n a l l y c h a n g i n g the w o r l d for the better. P h i l a n d e r S m i t h Col lege , the o n l y 

U n i t e d N e g r o C o l l e g e F u n d m e m b e r i n s t i t u t i o n i n Arkansas , strives t o p r o v i d e a q u a l i t y college e d u c a t i o n for a l l 

regardless o f race, r e l i g i o n , sex, n a t i o n a l o r i g i n o r e t h n i c b a c k g r o u n d . 
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Lit t le Rocky Arkansas 

Senior Theme: 

"Taking the World By Charge" 
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O R D E R O F W O R S H I P 

P R E L U D E Dr. Phyllis Ruocco 
Chairperson, Music Department 

+ P R O C E S S I O N A L War March of the Priest Felix Mendelssohn 
Dr . Phyllis Ruocco 

(Acolytes) 
Carmen B r o w n , Tonnese H a r m o n , Lejuan Washington, Charlotte Washington 

A N T H E M My Hope Is Built Dr . Rosephanye Powell 
Philander Smith Collegiate C h o i r 

Directed by Professor Karliss Chappie 

+ I N V O C A T I O N T h e Reverend C. J. Duva l l 

Senior Pastor, Theressa Hoover U n i t e d Methodi s t C h u r c h 

T H E G R E E T I N G Dr . Walter M . K i m b r o u g h 

President, Philander Smith College 

+ PSALTER Psalm 25:1-2,4-12 ( U M H #821) D i n a h Mande, Senior Class 

Response: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

Leader: To thee O L o r d I l i f t up m y soul. O m y G o d , i n thee I trust! 
People: Le t me not be put to shame; let not m y enemies t r iumph over me. 
Leader: Make me to k n o w t h y ways, O L o r d ; teach me t h y ways. 
People: L e a d me i n thy truth, and teach me, for thou art the G o d of m y 

salvation; for thee I wait all the day long. ( R ) 

Leader: Remember not the sins o f m y y o u t h , or m y transgressions; 
People: According to thy steadfast love remember me, for thy goodness sake, O L o r d . 
Leader: G o o d and upr ight is the L o r d ; therefore G o d instructs sinners in T h e Way. 
People: G o d leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble God's Way. ( R ) 

+RESPONSE Lift Every Voice and Sing James W . Johnson/J. Rosamond 

L i f t every voice and sing t i l l earth and heaven r ing , 
r ing w i t h the harmonies o f Liberty; let our rejoicing rise 

H i g h as the l istening skies, let is resound l o u d as the ro l l ing sea. 
Sing a song fu l l o f the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song ful l o f the hope that the present has brought us, 

Facing the rising sun o f our new day begun, let us march on t i l l v ic tory is w o n . 

Stony the road we t r o d , b i t ter the chastening rod , Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; Yet w i t h a steady beat, 

have n o t our weary feet, come to the place for w h i c h our fathers sighed? 

W e have come over a way that w i t h tears have been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the b lood o f the slaughtered, 

O u t f r o m the g loomy past, t i l l n o w we stand at last, 
where the w h i t e gleam o f our br ight star is cast. 

+ All who are able, please stand. 
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G o d o f our weary years, G o d o f our silent tears, T h o u w h o has brought us thus far o n the way; 
T h o u w h o has by T h y m i g h t , led us in to the l ight , keep us forever in the path , we pray. 

Lest our feet stray f rom the places, O u r G o d , where we met Thee; 
Lest, our heart d r u n k w i t h the wine o f the w o r l d , we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath T h y hand, may we forever stand. 
True to our G O D , true to our native land. 

A N T H E M Even Me Patrick L u n d y 
Philander Smi th Collegiate C h o i r 

O L D T E S T A M E N T L E S S O N : 
R E S P O N S E : Thanks be to G o d . 

+GOSPEL L E S S O N : 
R E S P O N S E : Thanks be to G o d . 

PRAYER 

PRAYER RESPONSE 

I N T R O D U C T I O N O F SPEAKER 

S E R M O N I C S E L E C T I O N 

T H E B A C C A L A U R E A T E S E R M O N 

T H E G R A D U A T E ' S B L E S S I N G 

Joshua 1:1-9 

St. John 14:6-14 

Total Praise 
Chosen Generation 

Directed by M r . Jeremy Carter 

LaTasha Robinson, Senior Class Treasurer 

Thomas Stone, M r . Senior 

Gabrielle Shanks, Senior Class Chapla in 

Richard Smal lwood 

T h e Reverend Ronnie M i l l e r Yow, Chapla in , Philander Smi th College 

Ricky D i l l a r d There Is No Way 
Chosen Generation 

T h e Reverend D w i g h t Townsend 
Senior Pastor, Longley Baptist C h u r c h 

T h e Reverend Ronnie M i l l e r Yow 

B E N E D I C T I O N 

R E C E S S I O N A L 

+ A L M A M A T E R 
Dear A l m a Mater, tr ied and true, W e ' l l w i n respect and love for y o u , 

We pledge our hearts to you each day, To do our best, at w o r k , at play. 

Dear P.S.C., when f rom your fo ld , W e ' l l l i f t the dear o ld Green and G o d . 
O'er A l m a Mater v ig i l keep, Her high ideals we ' l l strive to meet. 

W h e n college days are at an end, O u r hearts w i l l ever toward you bend. 
W i t h loyalty, we' l l always be, A part o f y o u , Dear P.S.C. 

My Name Is Victory 
Chosen Generation 

Dr . James Rush 

Jonathan Nelson 

+ All who are able, please stand. 
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Pastor Dwight Demone Townsend 

Pas tor D w i g h t D e m o n e T o w n s e n d is pastor o f the 

L o n g l e y Bapt i s t C h u r c h o f L i t t l e R o c k w h e r e he has 

served since M a y 2 0 0 5 . A t the age o f e ighteen he 

accepted his m i n i s t r y c a l l i n g a n d , i n 1996 , he was cal led 

t o serve as pastor o f M a c e d o n i a Bapt i s t C h u r c h i n L i t t l e 

R o c k . A f t e r f o u r years, he w e n t o n t o pastor the Greater 

P i l g r i m Rest Bapt i s t C h u r c h i n V a n B u r e n , A r k . 

A 1993 graduate o f Sy lvan H i l l s H i g h Schoo l , Pastor 

T o w n s e n d h o l d s b o t h an associate's degree a n d a 

bachelor's degree i n t h e o l o g y f r o m S l ide l l Bapt i s t 

S e m i n a r y i n S l ide l l , La . H e is c u r r e n t l y p u r s u i n g 

a master's degree i n t h e o l o g y f r o m A n d e r s o n v i l l e 

T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i n C a m i l l a , Ga . 

Pastor T o w n s e n d is a g i f t e d preacher a n d ded ica ted 

c o m m u n i t y servant. H e is ac t ive ly i n v o l v e d i n the 

U n i o n D i s t r i c t Bapt i s t A s s o c i a t i o n , w h e r e he serves as 

2 n d v ice m o d e r a t o r . H e is past pres ident o f the F o u r 

C h u r c h F e l l o w s h i p , a loca l f e l l o w s h i p o f churches 

p u r p o s e d t o s t r e n g t h e n the c o m m u n i t y t h r o u g h 

o u t r e a c h services. 

U n d e r Rev. Townsend ' s leadership , L o n g l e y has g r o w n 

f r o m a m e m b e r s h i p o f 6 0 0 to 2 0 0 0 a n d is s teadi ly 

g r o w i n g i n the sou thwes t L i t t l e R o c k area. H e is 

m a r r i e d t o the f o r m e r G l o m i c h a Perkins a n d t h e y are 

the parents o f t w o c h i l d r e n , D a c i m b e r a n d D. J . 



Commencement and Regalia 
C O M M E N C E M E N T 

The term "Commencement" derives f rom a practice in the Medieval University where i t was customary for a candidate for 

an academic degree to present a public lecture or disputation to the faculty and other scholars gathered to hear i t . I f the dis­

putation was successfully defended and accepted, the candidate was " A d m i t t e d " to the degree " w i t h all the rights, privileges 

and responsibilities thereunto appertaining." This first public lecture or disputation was originally called an " Incept ion . " I t 

signified the beginning or "Commencement" o f the scholars academic career in the degree to which he had been admitted. 

The ceremony surrounding this inception or "graduation" has subsequently come to be called Commencement. Today, 

Philander Smith College celebrates its 132nd Commencement. 

A C A D E M I C R E G A L I A 

The distinctive dress associated w i t h academic processions and convocations dates f rom the M i d d l e Ages, when long-sleeved, 

hooded gowns were necessary for warmth in the unheated stone colleges. Most o f the scholars were clerics in holy orders, 

and they wore cloaks to which were attached hoods that could be pulled up to cover their tonsured heads. Over the cen­

turies, much diversity occurred in academic costumes. To br ing some order to this diversity, in 1894 in the Uni ted States, 

the Intercollegiate Commission met in New York and agreed on a code o f academic dress which has become the standard 

for most colleges and universities. According to this code, both the styling and color o f the regalia have significance. The 

design o f the gown indicates the degree. The bachelor's gown is simple, w i t h a full sleeve. The master's gown is much like 

the bachelor's, except for the long sleeves, which hang loose. The doctor's gown is fuller and more elaborate. I t has velvet 

edging and three velvet stripes on the full sleeves. Usually, the color o f the gown is black. Hoods, which are w o r n over the 

gowns, are similar for all degrees, although differing slightly in length. The candidates for the bachelor's degree usually do 

not wear the hood. The hood has a velvet edging which indicates the area o f the degree, and the inside or l in ing o f the hood 

is satin in the colors o f the college or university granting the degree. A partial list o f the degree colors to be found on the 

edge o f the hood or the t r i m m i n g on the doctor's gown is given below. The usual cap, proper for all degrees, is the black 

mortarboard, although some colleges use the beret. Tassels, usually black, are w o r n over the left front quarter o f the cap 

for a degree holder and on the right for a candidate for a degree. Holders o f the doctorate may wear tassels o f gold thread. 

Holders may also wear tassels in the colors o f the college or university granting the degree. 

Agriculture Maize 

Arts, Letters, Humanities W h i t e 

Business Administrat ion Drab 

Dentistry Lilac 

Economics Copper 

Education Light Blue 

Engineering Orange 

Fine Arts, Architecture Brown 

Forestry Russet 

Journalism Crimson 

Law. Purple 

Library Science Lemon 

Music P ink 

Medic ine Green 

O r a t o r y Speech Silver Gray 

Philosophy D a r k Blue 

Physical Education Sage Green 

Public A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Peacock Blue 

Public Hea l th Salmon 

Science Golden Yellow 

Social Science Cream 

Social Services C i t r o n 

T h e o l o g y / D i v i n i t y Scarlet 

Veterinary Science Gray 
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