time will you

ned to arrange
his Swaledale
.. “T'll need to
you at the road
you'll never get
Jre in your car,”
piained.
Iwhy I conldn’t was
g when Mr Burton
me and his vet —
Fas calling to inject
| of the cattle
| the Crianlarich-
fum road in Perth-
. | to Cononish Farm.
de enough only for the
Land - Raver with ups-
| I[l exhaust which he uses,
rough pot-holed  road
up and down, through
‘Ihs and over them, serving
f | other farm untit after
le bucketing miles, it arri-
at the lenely steading at
i | head of the glen where
{ Burton llves with his
fe Margaret, thelr two
Aildren, and the!r shepherd,
ionald Macrae.
At times, the road Is
fashed Away, which is not
irprising when you con-
der the rainfall there. Two
ars ago, 1556 inches fell and
e average Is somewhere
Etween 90 and 100,
In January. 1974, there
fere 9% inches in two days.
And this — at the head-
faters of the River Tay — is
puniry where Swaledale
heep are thriving and push-
fig up lambing percentages.
Mr Burton was one of
jite a number 'of Scotch
lackface breeders in the
fighlands who Ewitched to
ging tups from the Penni-
les on the native ‘ewes,

REGISTERED FLOCK

tike some of them,

ver, who cross them

_or, perhaps, twice, and

put  the Bladface

fack, he uses the Swaledale

{1 the time and has got a.
Egistered fiock,

Cononish  Farm  totals
_|bout 10,000 acres of owned
ind rented land which rises
P a peak, on Ben Lul, of

708 ft. There are three
€r summits over 3,000 ft
and the sheep go right to

€ iop in summer.

ng?’ asked Mr

The point where you start
climbing * Ben Lui- is two
miles from the farm stead-
ing, so 1t is not difficult to
i ne the work entalled
in shepherding. Mr Burton
has had a rough road cut
out of the hillside for part of
the way there, but, just now,
one of the mountein’ torrents
has gouged out,a gap in
that, so the -Jouﬁlev cannot
be completed — even by
Land - Rover.

‘There Is no good in-bye as
North of England hill' far-
mers know It. There is en-
closed grounc — aoout 400
acres of it along the floor of
the glen — but it 5 not
improved land. *The soil in
the bottom of the glens,
tends to be very much more
acid than the hnd higher

up,” explains Mr n,
“It's a very eaty soll,
Higher up, there  are

Umestone veins through the
land and some very iood
sheep grasses.” This is where

By ALAN
BIRTWISTLE

the sheep graze all the year
round  barrin times of
heavy snowfall when they
are pushed into the boitom
of the gien.

Lit{le has been done to the
glen floor apart from cutting
open dralns, .partly because
the soil is 50 acid and partly
because there 1s no suitable
sccess  for machinery to
spread lime and sing.

CATTLE

Cononish  carries  shout
1,800 ewes and 30 cross -
Highland spring - ealving
suckler cows, whose calves
are gold in 'the back - end
Highland and
Beef Shorthorn bulls mre
used alternately. The cows
are outside all the time, and
im the winter get hill cattle
cobs but no hay — on
heather moorland  lower
down the glen.

Poor lambing percentage
— hetwesn 50 and 60 per
cent — was the main reason
for Mcr Burton’s introducing
the Swalediale ram into his
ckface flock 10 years ago.

store Eales,

‘Some farmers in the area

had used the Swaledale for
crossing on thé Blackiace
with good results, and he
decided to try it,

He bhought 14 tups that
year from the Kirk Ste-
phen sales with the idea of
using them once and then
Eoing back to Blackface. But
e was so pleased with the
results that he decided tp
continue. Now, abgut 1.600 of
the 1,800 ewes in the Conon-
tsh flock are Swuledale-
crosses, and some are elmost
pure Swaledale.

What Mr Burton found,

first of all, on using the
Swaledale tup was that the|
ewes ‘held better to it; then
the iambs
seemed “just t
fitter” when the¥ were born.
. But the real benefits came!
when the  gimmer lambs
became breeding ewes.
“They have greater milking
and meothering ability, and
my lambing percentage has
gone 'up by 30 with virtually
hg change in the manage-
ment,” says Mr, Burton.’

He does not think there is
a lot of difference in birth-
weights of Swaledale {
Blackface lambs, and when

ut over the welghbridge at
he store sales, they scale
more or less the same,

Even so, he has had top
grade for his lambs st Dal-
mally the local store
centre — most years, and
one pen in 1975 made £11.05
aplece at 76 Ib livewetﬁgr.'
Some have =one to Stirline

and other places In the Low-

lands and most people who
have boughit them have told
Mr Burion they do relatively
better than the Blackfaces.

“In fact,” he recalls, “one
man who bought some last
year told me the previous
yvear's batch were 2 Ib hea-
vier than comparable Black-
faces when f{inished — and
lv;'ere away two weeks ear-

er.!l

But the increase in num-
bers is the great thing, and
Mr Burton Iis certain the
Swales are hardler than the
lfnajority of strains of Black-
aces. -

*“They really stand up to
the winters we get,” he says.
“'The type of fleece they
carry s exira good for keep-
ing ot rain, cold wind and
sleet, And the litle extra
length of leg they have
makes' them good foragers in
severe conditions.”

TUP TYPE

Each' year, Mr Burton
comes scuth fto Kirkby Bte-

hen to &y replacement
ups. ‘He loo for. “ some-'
thing with & good bit of
bone, with a fairly .square
backside, four good legs and
s good carriage.”” And the
tup must be carrect in the
mouth. :

i

Last year, the better end
of the batch he bought aver-
zglgig £100 with a top of

Up to now, thése purcha-
ses have been the extent of
his transactions at Kirkby
Stephen, but this year he
plans to brinf down some
gimmer shearlings and ewes.
Normall¥, about 200 shear-
lngs are sold at Stirling,
bringing as much as compar-
able Blackfaces. Draft ewes
o the same centre after
our crops of lambs have
been taken off them.

Mr Burton has a

A reg-
istered flock of 50 ewes,

and

themselves B &
Little bit!

intends to continue, using
the Swaledale tup. ' Unless
results decline,” he says, "1
seg no reason for changing

When the tups arrive at
Cononish, they are housed
and given haf and water,
and are let oput for a quarter
of en hour each day for
some concentrates and exer-
cise until tupplnf time.
“The main reason for hous-
ing is that I know where
they are in the mbming,
and, §f they are inside, they
are not Iusi&xgm (éohrcx;iitioré
ranging aroun 'S VAS
area,’” fays Mr Burton.

After tupping, he has been
sending the tups to &R
arable farm in Fife, but last
ﬂ;aar was able to winter them

an adjoining forestr;
plantation and they did weli
}vltg a littie concentrate
op

Gathered up at the end
of May, they were clipped,
dosed and let ocut to ‘ihe
hills, where they will remain
until lamb - gathering time
in' Beptember. ¥

Cononish is split into fourf
“ hirsels,” 'and ewes on 'thel
two nearer, larger, ones are|
tupped on the hill; those on’
%l(l)e fa:}ther t.wol arg ﬂrought,;

wn' for ‘fupping, then ;
turned to the hilE = re?

SCHEDULE |

in March, the whole floc
is pathered. Lean ewes are
drawn out and fed somel
eake on enclosed/ land. This!
is kept up until after lam-r
bing  time, which, starts
ustally the last five or six;
days of April or early May.

Swaledale crosses near the steading.

ARl the sheep are lambed
on the hill mainly because of
the better land' there. Foxes
are in evidence at this time,
and Mr Burton and his she-
pherd on their journeys
round the flock, carry 13-
bore shol to- deal with
the vermin. “We had five
foxes dead last year,” John
says. * They could be a prob-
lem, but I we keep on top of
them it isnt too much
bother. We are fortunate in
having gamekeepers on
eit.ger side of 1iti'i." Ham

oggs are clipped In the
last week of June or first
week of July, and, at the
same time, the lambs are
marked. Next operation is
the main clipping — the
“milk clipping” — at the
beginning of August, and

then, in September, nll the
wether lambs are darawn oub
for sale at the store market.
Draft ewes are pulled out at
the same time.

Mr Burton regards himself
as very fortunate in the
health of his animals. Being
a high - lying farm with
sheep mostly on the higher
Iand, Cononish has little
fluke, but just after New
Year, when Lthe tups are
taken aut, all the ewes which
were tupped cn the enclosed
land are dosed.

Braxy and blackleg would
be the main problems if vae-
cination measures were ngt
taken against them. * In this
area,” says Mr Burton,
“braxy was a real killer in
days 1%cme by. We do get an
occasional  case, nerhaps

wherﬁ the vacclne didn't

e,
‘Winter dipping takes piace
in Odftober or November to
assist weatherproofing of the
wool and to combat lice.

It has been the practice, at
marking time or ‘“milk ellp-
fin * “time to dose the
am for worms, but one
very wet year, sheep on onej
af the 15 did not get
clipped until the end of
August, and' the lambs were
not dosed. “They went to
market straight off their
mothers,” says Mr Burton,
“and they were smong the
best pens I had ever sold.”

80 last year, the desing of
the lambs was cut out, an
results were verﬂngood. " put,
of course, I'll have to kee
an open mind,” he sa
“ although, unless there
a worm problem, I wouldn
dose i(Hem now.”




