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Swaledale power battle

‘WHY MUST

WE PAY
TO PLEASE
VISITORS ?

By Angus Goodfellow
“WE want electricity, but

not at that price,” is
the attitude of hill farmers
at the top end of Swaledale.

They have been asked to pay
more than £1,000 each for
putting supply cables under-
ﬁ'round in order to preserve the
eauty of the Yorkshire Dales
i\_lat.lonal Park in which they
ive.

When the farmers asked for
an  eleetricity supply to their
scattered properties above Keld,
the North Eastern Electricity
Board quoted a charge of E168
o each wou consumer, This
would have been for overhead'
cables, as had been used when
the supply was brought up the
dale from Reeth to Keld about
ei%t years ago.

he National Park Committee
insisted, h'owever, that the
supply lne above Keld wohld
have to be put und und far
about one and a half miles
between Bridge Eind and Hog-
garths. Farm. This was to pre
serve the beauty of part of the
dale nparticularly favoured by
pickmickers and other visitors.

For townsfolk

The additional cost of providing
the supply in this way was
estimated at ‘about £15,000, which
the Electricity Board had indicated
would have to fall on the con-
sumers. The farmers, however,
found this additional cost pro-
hibitive.

The matter has been taken up
by the Reeth Rural Council, and
through them by the local M.P.,
Mr. Tim Kitson, and efforts are
being made to find a solution to
the problem.

It the meantime, tha 12 farmers
concerned, and their familles, have
to continue living without elec-
tricity so that visitors from towns,
ﬁho have it, ean enjoy an unspoilt

ew.

Fo'r the majority this means
ligh by candles, oil-lamps and
bottled gas, although one praperty

hag fts own small generator. The
housewife has none of the modern
aids such as washing machines,
vacuum cleaners or electric irons.

At Hill Top Farm, for example,
which is 1500 feet up, Mrs.
Shirley Alderson uses a box fron—
a hollow shell in which a metal
“heater,” made red hot in the fire
is placed. With a seven-month-old
son, Steven, to care for, washing
is 2 big Hem, and a washing
machine and an electrie iron arr
I\;;n things Mrs. Alderson wotutld
like

Her sisterdn-law, Miss Marina
Alderson, said: “This Is one of
the oldest farms in the dale, and
Aldersons have lived here for
generations. Let's hope that when
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What these farmers hope to see soon.

Steven grows up there will he
electricity.”

At the neighbouring farm of
Harker House, half-a-mile further
on, Mrs. Margaret Metcalfe was
busy with family baking in the
cokefired oven, She, too, missed
the modern amenities offered by

eleciricity. While they had
bottled-gas  lighting downstairs,
they still went to bed by candle-

light, just as the first occupants
of the house had done more than
200 years ago.

The lack of televislon was
another drawback to life without
electricity, For a family living
several milex from even the
smallest village, winter evenines
can be very long. The Metcalfes’
son, -Ronald, aged 17, has not
been out of the house In the
evening all winter.

Looking out over the fell side
across which poles might one day
bring him electricity, Mr. Richard
Metcalfe sald: “I would like elec-
tricity—I would ‘not have agreed
to pay £168 if 1 did not want
But £1,000 is out of the question,
;’eople cannat afford it on these

arms.
‘I'){f they want %o ut  the
cabies uixie . leb themn pay
for it. The Eaﬂorm! Park people
have a lot to say, bot they have
no funds behind them.”
Like most of his neighbours,
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Mr. Metcaife keeps sheg
hillside pastures. A few,
Calvert brothers at H
keep some caitle, b
preduction is not on

seale in these parts,

electricity is wanted more
life in the home easter,
help directly in farming.

Mr. George Calvert,
garths, said that elec
would enable the milkin
12 cows to be carried ouw
man instead of two, but i
asset would be IHght
household applances.

He conslders that ins
putting the portion o
underground, an all
route could be found to
overland. He descril
stretch between hi
and Bridge End, which
section in question, us a
picnic spot, but said th
were several places furth
the dale where there wa
scenery and where ther
overhead cables.

It may prove that fim
alternative route for m
head cable wiil be the snl
the problem, which woul
that 12 happy hill farm
thelr families witl no Im
deprived of one of the ady
of modern Hlving.




