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ANNOUNCER s This 1s the Northern programme - Swaledale -

a discussion of changing times....

(Fade in Keld Singors. "01d
Wooden Hockoer" I'ade dovm)

SHARP There'!s no railway 1in Swaledale and the
road's steop and winding. Until it wes remado a
fow yoars ago 1t didn't tompt visitors, but now
they flock in during tho summer. Some people say
that becauss of this the old dales way of life is
changing, some that chango is only on the surface.
Some agree that it should change and others want it

to stay as it was,

(Keld Singers. Fade up and fadg)

SHARP ; _ The farthest part of the dale - the part
dhere there's least change - is that reaching from
the dale-head down as far as Gunnerside or Low Row.
To-night wo've brmught to tho studio some of the
people from that part, to discuss it themselves,

(Kold Singers. Fade up to end
of a verse)

CHERRYA Itve 1ived in Swaledale all my life and
I suppose I know Upper Swalcdgale better than most,
You sse, I wasfgamekeeper until the old lord of the
manor died and Lord Rochdale took over. Qur ground
extended from Gunnerside round by Water Crag to Tan
Hill and there were three of us for it - threoc beats
like, I had the bottom one from Gunnerside to

Water Crag. My brother from Ivelet to Hall Moor,
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and James Waggett here from Hall Moor to Tan Hill,

WAGGETT : Thatts right.

CHERRY : Sometimes we could make the whole round in
a day, sbout ten miles or so, but if wo found any
vermin we might be stopped in one place all da&y,
ferrsting them out or digging them out from the
cracks in the hags.

WAGGETT s Thet!s when a good dog would comec in.

CHERRY : Aye, a good terriorts worth its welght in
gold for marking the vermin end running them. I've
seen sometimes when we'!ve had a job to keep up with
them, they've run them that gqulcke.

WAGGETLT : They!ve not invented anything yot to take
the place of dogs OR game-keepers, have theyd

(laughter)
Oh, here are the singors again. What
are you golng to sing us this time?

LAURIE RUKIN: A bit mors of "The 01d Wooden Rockor".

WAGGETT ¢ They'll be tired of that. Try something
newa

LAURIE: We will. You listend

(song, straight and jazzed)

LAURIE: How dlyou like that! T don't say that
14's better that way, but it makes a change.

WAGGEDT o Yes, it does. But some people don't

believe in change. T remember when the iirst trap
came up here, one old man said horses =d traps'd
be no uso. They'd be driven too fast and pcople

would be killed with thoeme

(Laughter)
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Then aenother thing, whon [ was o boy mowing-
mechines were introduced but some farmers said thab
grass wouldn't grow Qs well when 1t had been mowed
with a machine as when it had besen scythods

Well, I'm = farmer and my fathor's a farmer
and my grandfather‘s a farmer and I can tell you that

there aro lots of changes for the better nowadays =

in farming, anyweay. For instancc, wWo can get everything

by lorry brought right to the door - cattlefood, lime,
hay, supplies of all sorts, instead of having to haul
them over the fells from Hawes or Askriggoe

And you can sond everything away by lorry
too;

Yeasg, Then we can have concreto in the byres
and we've got mot or=~mowoers, motor-tyres on our carts -
I've got a motorbike so that I can got away to plctures
and dances instcad of having to stop at home. And
we gebt our coal from South vorkshire by rail instead of
in pokes from Tan H111l 1like thoy used to ~ and better
coal, tool

Aye, and dearer}

{Laughter)

Yes, and thore are lots of other changes in
this part of the dales We're more in touch with the
outsido worldes..

I'm not sure thatts an advanbagee.

oh, it isi And wo get papers every day, &
delivery of letters overy day - when we're not snowed
up - end wo'lve even got a dial telephone. There's

hot water lald on in the house and an electric light



plant. Then we can got about more than we uged to.
For instance, we can slip over to the East or tho
West coast for the woekond, a thing wo couldn't
poasibly have done before cars came in. And we can
go intc Richmond for tho picturcs at night, though
it's a run of twonty five miles.

WAGGETT : And hore's an intoresting thing: we camo
from Scotland by car last year in the same timec as
it used to take us to come over from Hawes.

GUY: Motors make a great difference to my
haulage business.

WLGGETT : Yas, I can remember when you used to fetch
my things by cart and two horscs from Hawese

GUY: Thatts truce

WAGGETT ¢ Now 1 can fetch them myself and cut out
the middlemane

(Laughter)

GUYs We got sbout a pound & ton profit in those
days but we used to work hard for it.  One men was
ellowed to drive two horses and two carts, one
chained behind the other. And we sometimes had a
third horse to help us up the hills. It used to
taks us a whole day to go to Hawses or Askrigg and
back, and we couldn't carry more than 14 cwts. or so
because the hills were so steeD.

WAGGETT ¢ 14 cwts. isn't much to show for a day's worki

GUY: No, it isn't. In those dgy s, as well,
Hawes was as far as we wenb. Now I've had lorries

as far abroad as Bradford, Leeds, Hull and Newcastle.



RUKIN, Senr.: And lorries come in usoful for shrap
ag well, Twoenty or thirty yoar ago - when T was
a lad of sixty or thoroabouts - we used to arlve
them to market. Now we can send as many as
Fifty ot o time or ovon soventy in thoso twowe
deckers and get 'om to t'sale frosh and well

instead of clemmod and 010,

LAURIE: You wouldn't soonor havo the old days
.--)
then,” grendfathor?
RUKIN, Sconr.: No, T wouldn't} I had to work too

harad, When I was ten years old T worked in Tan
Hill coal mines for 10d, = daya I was thore
for about forty years and used to wellk theore and
back, about four mile each Way o And then I had
about a mile to go underground, And I hed cows
to milk and sheep to tend when I got home,
WAGGETT ¢ You're 91 now, Isn't-it about time you
retired, Bob Jim?
RUKIN, Sonr.: Well, I don't-do es much as I used to.
(Leughton)
Bull ati1l milk a_cow or two and do s bit with
the—sheeps—end-help at-hay—+imc,

WAGGETT 2 ] I hope I can still milk a cow whon I'm
91,
(Laughter)
MISS ALDERSON: And women have a far bettor timo nowadays.

In the old times it was all bed and work for a
woman, Theoy still have a groat doal to do,
buttormaking, baking, a certain amount of farmworl,
and so on, but many of thoir husbands have cars and

thereo are busaos running up the dale and they can
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got out more, Forty or fifty ycars ago, in
addition to all the worl I'vo montioncd, they
not only had far morc of their own knitting %o
do, but they often took in knitting to cke out
the fomily income. |

Yecs, Miss Alderson, I've hecard of that.

Many of thom never got out of tho houso
the wholo winter and wheon you think that thoro
are somc housss which tho sun nevor touches from
November to Fobruary, So now, Mrs, Mge, you
can imagine what their 1lifc was 1iRe - or can
you, I wonder?

Another advantage of ﬁodern times 1is
that you can buy roadymade clothes so casily

fepM, Sesy 5 conmaxe

today. 5 Tho old folks didn't take at all kindly
to readymados,. Thoy uscd to say that they

wore "blown up" or "mado with hot noedles and
burnt thread",

Whaot did they mean by that?

Why, tho buttons wero always coming
off, and scams coming undono. And there worg
somoe sSeams in those old dresscs, yards of thomi
And bones, Some of thom were so heavily boned
that dresses'd stand up by themselves.

ind what should you think has brought
tho bilggest changes fo the dald, Mids Alderson?
Wireless?

No-0. Wireloss is very nice, but
I think that motors have brought tho biggest
changeos.

Don't forget motorbikesl! What about

gabttine te dances? In tho old days vou had to
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WAGGETT » In fact, n D At aw ol e LslIO8YE QL
being wsatherbound was considercd satisfactory.

MRS, MEE: No, I've found such commcnts as
"Excommunicated for inconsistent conduct" and
"Purnod himsolf out to avoid belng turnod out”.
£And hero's & gem which I quotc vorbatim from a
mimutc dated 1839, "John, admitted, -~ Thomas,
roturning as o dog to its vomit, and tho sow
that wos washod to hor wdl lowing in the mire,
In the recovery of bodily hcalth ho lost his
spiritual heoalth, and the only rcason that can
bo assigned is that his heart was not right with
God",

LAURIE: Wo're not so strict as that ncwadays,.

MRS . MEE: No, but weo're stricter than thoy arc in
the towns, I'm glad to say.

WAGGETDT ¢ ) Sunday Chapol was an occaslon and no
mistakeol

MRS . MEE

The day ovoryone wore boots instead of
clogsé But I think Swaledale poople still think
about tho Chapol in the same old way, though thoy
don't bohave quito the samc. wafe
WAGGETT ¢ And that's truoc.

MRS . MEE: In the summocr people are tco busy looking
after visitors to attend Chapol strictly. That
would hovo mcant excommunication in the old daysl
But we koop up the wookly nctivitios. fnd we
go to Whist Drives arnd dances, )

WLGGETT ¢ But not for the Chapell}

MRS, MEE: No we wouldn't think of organising onc

foxr Chapol funds.
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. ¥oulro onn of the changos yoursoelf,
Mra. Moo}

Yos, I know! When wy husband!'s away ,
I often take the services for him, L women in
the pulpit would have becon impossiblo fifty
yoars agoe

Evon thirty, I'd say,

And thon thero's tho chango in rocroa-
tions. Thoy dldn't ellow any games in tho villagoe
institutofcﬂ All you had was improving literature.
Now you find billiards, badminton, cards, draughts,
darts oand so on,

- In spito of that wo are pretty strict
ronlly - ospocially on Sunday. It doesn'sc
brevont visitors walking or fishing. But we
don't work excopt so far as wo must, wo don't
make hay, however fine it is, and our Sunday
music is sacrod music,

("0 day of rest and gladness™)
(One vorsc)

Mn’/l:en W nter comes tho village draws
in on itself, It's desorted. Many of tho houses
are shut up, Good roads are no good when they're
blocked by snow, and there's plenty of that up
here among the fells, and plenty of wipd driving
down tho valley to pile it into drifts,

I've soon when we've had to thrash the
Snow off tho ling with bundles of twigs, or even
cut it off in blocks, so that tho birds could feed,
They got so that thoy would follow 1ike poultry,
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By 'birds' vou moan grouso?

Ycs, I'vo known the wonthor 80
bad that cvery bird has loft the ground and
GOono away somowhoro olsg, And then, beforo
therois boon g visiblo sign of a thaw, Ttvo
Seon thom comine back in little packs, ond
broaking off to their own grounds,

Aye, and snow's g thidng that your
modern conveonicnccos can't get shot on. In
1933 it started on g Friday and it snowed all
day Saturday and Sunday and when T 8ot up on
onday 1t was pilled right up to tho bodroom
window, I saw some roandmon coming along with
& snowplough and shouted to them from upstairg,
"Aron't von coming to je% us outo", Yhon thoy'q
dug us out we measured it and the Qrift n% ghe
back door was nlne feot deop, And how nmuch
Post Office business d'you think we did over the
weokendl

I know, I've heard this talo bofore
(laughtor) but 5o on. Perheps tho others havon't,

Well then, from Saturdey till Tuesday
we sold ono 134, stamp]

That snow hit us just as bad, Nr,
Waggott, but we had to dlg ourselvos out.

(Laughter)

Go on, Mrs, Alderson, Take no notice
of thom,

Where we 1live it's a gooa half mile from
any road ond we cant't exXpect passers by to help,

But thon we'rg used to gotting snowed up. I
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always buy my zroceries in big quantitiocs
at any timo. Por instanco usually I get 10
stone of flouwr at a timc. But in wintor T
got double, 20 stonc at a timc, I'vo two
boys and one daughtor at homo, and Mr. Alderson,
and they oll eat their falr sharo. (laughter).
More if they can get it. (Laughtor). Wo've
aobout 500 shoep and they graze over 15 or 20
squarce miles of country, on Angram end Birkdale
Common, right past Bockmootings as far as
We gtmorland. ind not flat country oithorl
They'vo to bo lookcd aftor and movod and feldad
in winter.

That'll give your men an avrpotitel

Yese Men's ecppebitos donit altor
whethor it's ancisnt cr modern timas we live
in. We kill two pigs cvery yocar md make
our own hams and bacon; like most other farmaEs
in the dale. And sometimes we put a quarter
of mutton in the brine as well.

You coulc hold out a long time if you
were put to 1to

Yes, and sametimes we've had to,
boing so out of the waye

Wouldn't vou seewe® llve nearcr tho
village?

No, I don't think so. When I was
first married I used to think it was dreadful
being so quiet, but I like 1t now. snd, of

course, as you've said,we've plenty to do in
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winter, mending and nitting; and then therec's
quilting and that sort of thing.in tho village.
Tho mention of gquilting romincds mo of

a storye. A visitor - I won't tell you his

name - camc to s@0 rig ono ovoning end I told

him how wo gathor ot ocach others' housos and
a1l work on one quillt £t111 it's finishoed,

And I describod how we do the work - putting

a layor of cotton wool botweon two sheots of
satén. and then sow 1t in pettern and so on,

and T said, "You must have secn theas." "No",
no said, "I don't think I have'’. Woll, do

you know there wo:o two on tho bod ho was
aloeping in. That shows what men erod

Yos I knows That was 0o
(Leughtor)

Mrs., Alderson was sZying how quiet
it is at Stone Houseo. Now guietnoss is o
thing wotlro losing nowadays. The cars on tho
roads and, worse still, the visitors walking
over tho fclls, Aigsturb the game. foroplanes
were bad in this way, as woll, Whon they
first ceme, tho birds usod to think thoy wero
nawks and they drove tho moor. But thoy've
got used to thom now. in my kind of work -
gamekeeping - things were bottor in “he old
days than they are now. To tako one instance -

nolese. Moles were in great demand once. The
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0ld lord of thc monor once told all us game-
koopors that wo'd to catech onough to meke a

cont and waistcoat out of thelir shins. Moloskins
would feteh os much es fourpence apcico,. How

you couldn't goet o halfpenny for thornie

LAURIE: vou'd a speeilal way of catching
rebbits; hadn't you. (statoment)

CHERRY: Yes. Lista .

LAURIE: That's a rabbit squealing whon tho stoat

has got him?

CHERRY: Yos,. The othor rabbits hear it and
coms to the mouths of their holes to sec what's
up, and then you shoot them. And liston %o
this. This is a hengrouse. And this is a

cock grousce

LAURIE: T111 tell you ono thing you can't
Imitate.
CHERRY: Whatts that?
LAURIE: 4 fishe
(Laughter)
PARRINGTON Fishing} That's my chief hobby for

sport and that hasn't changed muche Wo'lve new
flies, that's all, but you still catch the
trout in tho samc old way. Upstrecam fly 1f
the wind's right, or downstream if the wind's
dovmstroan. And worm 1f the water?s too thick
for fly. I ¢o fishing in the summer ard then
travel the grouso-moors with Lord Rochdale as

beator,
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And you make boots and clogs a3
w=13.  (Statoment)

Yos, bubt vhere's not so much call for
boobmaking nowaduays. In tho old days I'd as
much work as I could do, but now cveryboly usus
thoss Tubbors - wollingtons thecy call thom.

Oonc farmer up horc started woaring wellingtons
and his cycsight began to feoil, aﬁi ho blamocs
thom for 1it, nothing clsos.

Now what about you, fathor? You'ro
oighty-twobut I know you think that modern
days are best on the wholo. St111, the old
days had thoir advantagos, hadn't they?

Ayo, that shall bo trucl We wero
botter of f in a many woays. Yigitors bring a
cortain amount of ronoy into tho dalc, buk
thot's nothing like having a good steady
industry likc tho old lcad mines.

I've scon when the bridge over
Gunnorside bhoeck was black with mon and boys in
their best clothos on the third Thursday of tho
nonthe

Tt must have caused some hardship only
boing paild once o month, didn't 1it?

Oh I don't know. In thoso days thers
woren't thio ways of spending monoy that thore
arc todaya Therc were no plctures, no trips
to Richmond, not near so many danccs.  Ronts
worc lower, too, and food was choapcle

Yos, but wagoes woro smallor.
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They weren't so small os 211 that,
Same of tho mon mado good money. You sca, the
mastors pald on results and thero oree tricks
in 2ll trades.

If the nmon found a oo’ place in the
mincs - wicre they could et o lot out with
13ttlo work - they'd hap it up whon tho mastors
came round to put o priec on it, and then thoy'd
unwall it whon they'd gono away, and that meant
o oooc poy next time,

I've known my father draw forty pounda
oneg onthe That was for the whole farily of
coursc, ond it includcd pcat poye

The mosters didn't have 1t 2ll fhelr
own woy then,

Mo, thoydidn't. find znothcr thing
which radc the wenh better off, therc wasntt the
varicty of food in thoso days to spond monoy on,
and ncorly overy miner had o ficld, =2 pig and a
COWa

And T'11 ©ell you enocther way in which
the old days werc bottoer - wo bad guicter Sundays.
Nowalnys ta've cars going through Gunncerside all
day on a Sunday. You've hard working setting
to chapel saiely. You'ro sidc-stepping 211
the way.. ind pecople comwu to the wood ncar our
house and strip it of nuts and forns and holly,
In the old days we had the placo to oursclvos.
Vlo nevor saw o stranger in wvintor, and very fow

in swmer. Now, wo're overrum,
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And so you've. lheard hoth sidos to the
argunont e Is the dalo changing? Of -courso it
is, And most of tiwc people horce scom to think

that, on the vhole, 1t'!'s changing for the good,
But I, for ono, hopo that it doosn't chengo foo
uch,

and just one last wards. Wo got all
sorts of poople coming in from the towna:-
journalists, novolists, and young meon from the
B.B.Cu 3y the way a many of them tall to us
we might hove lived all our livos in a bottle
and ncvor sccn the cork,. But leot mo tell you
wo'lres not so silly as all that, Why Gunnecrsildoe
alone hos producod o Leputy-Licutenant of London

end a K.Ca,

(Laughtor)

and Swaledale produced all of you as

welll

Yos, 211 of us as well.

You've boen listoning to o conversation
among spoakors from Swaledale arrangced by Richard
Shorp. Those taking part were, from Gunncrsido

Ruth Aldorson

George Alderson
and Simon Cherry.

From Muker:
Richard Guy
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and from Kecld:

Chrissic Waggett

Janmos Waggott
Aldorson

Jonnio loe

Lourieo Rulkiln

James Rukin

Tom Parrington

and tho Kold Singers.



s O—Childrens Hour.
1]

Exchange Concert

by the Students of the Royal
Manchester College of Music and
the Leipzig Konservatorium, with
intreductory greelings from R. J.
Forbes ang Professor Davisson;
From Manchester: Agnes Stephens
and Brenda Old (violins); Gwen-
dolen Veevers (soprang); the
Strlng Orchestra, conducted by

J. Forbes; From Leipzig: The
Orchestra of the Konservatorium,
conductor, Professor Davisson,

7 B8-Time, weather and news.
7 20—"0One Day This Week, . .” Jeanie

Mee: “The Dales Conference.

7 30—Listeners Answer Back at Mans- |

field; Stephen Fry recelves and|
answers comments, criticismg nnd’
inquiries.

8 0—"1 Want {0 be an Actor,” rlevised

by Rion Voigt; incidental music hy



