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Entre los aflos 2008 y 2012, se ha desarrollado un interesante pro-
yecto de arqueologia integral en el Molinete, una de las cinco colinas
que conforman la peculiar topografia de la ciudad. Esta intervencion
ha supuesto la excavacion, conservacion-restauracion y musealizacion
de la Insula I, una manzana de la Carthago Nova del siglo |, ubicada
a escasa distancia del puerto -en el flanco occidental de la pequefia
peninsula en la que se funda la ciudad- y del foro -la plaza publica
emplazada en la vaguada que se extiende al pie del Molinete-, por lo
que una vez musealizado este conjunto arqueoldgico, se ha abierto al
publico con el nombre del “Barrio del Foro Romano”.

La actuacion llevada a cabo en la Insula |, se inscribe en el ambito de
investigacion del proyecto del Parque Arqueoldgico del Molinete!. As
se denominan y protegen urbanistica y patrimonialmente, la cima y la-
dera sur de esta colina, en pleno corazén de la ciudad actual. Su intere-
sante potencial arqueoldgico lo testimonia por primera vez Polibio, his-

toriador griego que visitd Carthago Nova a mediados del siglo I a.C.,
ya que se refiere a ella como Arx Hasdrubalis, al encontrarse en ella,
“los magnificos palacios de Asdribal”. La investigacion arqueologica

1 - Este trabajo se enmarca en el proyecto de investigacion titulado “Roma
y las capitales provinciales de Hispania. La gran arquitectura publica de Car-
thago Nova” (ref. n® HAR2009-1434-C03-03) subvencionado por la Secre-
tarfa de Estado de Investigacion del Ministerio de Economia y Competitivi-
dad y parcialmente cofinanciado con fondos FEDER.
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Between 2008 and 2012, an interesting project in integral ar-
cheology has been developed in the Molinete, one of the five hills
that form the peculiar topography of the city. This intervention in-
volved the excavation, conservation-restoration and the converting
of the Insula I into a museum. The Insula I is a block of the Carthago
Nova from the first century, located a short distance from the port
-in the western flank of the small peninsula on which the city was
founded- and the forum -the public square located in the valley
lying at the foot of Molinete-, so that once this archaeological set
was made into a museum, it was opened to the public under the
name of “Barrio del Foro Romano”.

The work carried out in the Insula I, is included in the scope of
the research project “Archaeological Park of Molinete”’, the name
given to the protected area(with urban and heritage protection)
involving the summit and southern slope of the hill, in the heart
of the city today. Its" interesting archaeological potential was seen
for the first time by Polibio, a Greek historian who visited Carthago
Nova in the mid 2nd century BC, and referred to it as Arx Hasdruba-

1 - This work is framed in the research Project titled “Rome and the provin-
cial capitals of Hispania. The great public architecture of Carthago Nova”
(ref. n® HAR2009-1434-C03-03) subsidised by the Secretary of State of re-
search from the Ministry of Economy and Competivity and partially funded
by FEDER.



