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From the Editor's Desk 

On July 1 ended eight years of service as the college liaison 
officer with H!agner alumni. These years have been happy 
years for me and I leave with an even greater respect for Alma 
Maler than I hrought to the work in 1948. I've learned over 
the years to know and like thousands of alumni and to respect 
their accomplishments in life. 

I was very pleased to have the alumni present m e with a 
watch on Alumni Day. Not that I needed anything to make m e 
remember YaH all but the watch will always remind me of 
many happy associations. 

I have been pleased with the continual development of ollr 
alllmni work. We never aimed for quick results bllt have built 
solidly for the future and I like to think my successor will find 
a strong foundation on which to build. 

I am not going into the reasons why I'm leav ing. I'm leav­
ing because I feel I shollld, not because I'm mad at any f)od y. 
I have to confess to a little reluctance in leaving a work I loved , 
but my decision was based on a conviction that resignation was 
the only right thing for mf' to do. 

So I say farewell and yet it's really not that. I hope to be 
able to be [Jack for Homecoming and A lumni Day and to attend 
other alumni functions. I'll be seeing you then. Wagner alumni 
are a great bunch and I'll always 'want to be with them when 
I can. 

Thanks fo1' all the s1lpport and encouragement you've 
given me in these eight years. That support has made all onr 
accomplishments possible. 
July 1, 1956 

AL KRAHMER 
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By les Trautmann '40 

A LOOK AT 

AL'S RECORD 

Al Krahmer, one of Wagner's favor­
ite sons, has left the college, but, like 
another Al (Smith), he has a right to 
encourage people to "look at the 
record. " 

Al resigned as a member of the col­
lege administrative staff, as of July 1, 
to become Director of Public Rela­
tions for the Lutheran Welfare Associ­
ation of New Jersey. 

His resignation marked the end of 
a fine Wagner career which first burst 
into full bloom when, in September 
1948, he was called as Director of 
Publicity and General Alumni Secre­
tary, the first fulltime officer of the 
college in these fields. 

On his arrival, there were approxi­
mately 1,000 alumni, of whom some 
20 per cent were giving $1,400 to the 
Loyalty Fund. 

There are now 2,632 alumni and, 
under AI's leadership, between 45 and 
50 per cent contribute annually. The 
Loyalty Fund this year has already 
topped $8,000. 

These past eight years have also 
seen the establishment of six Alumni 
scholarships and the naming of three 
as memorials. The alumni paid for 
the lobby of the new gymnasium and 
are furbishing it. 

Alumni gifts, startlingly bigger 
than ever before, led to the purchase 
of a Robot-typer for the college and 
a substantial gift to the new Student 
Center. 

The alumni magazine, the Link, 
first appeared in the fall of 1948. 
Soon thereafter the first of many 
alumni clubs was formed. A club 
manual has been published. Seniors 
are given a "Welcome, Alumnus" 
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booklet. Last fall, for the first time, 
a mimeographed pamphlet, "vVel­
come, Freshman" was distributed to 
the incoming class. 

There have been little touches, re­
flecting AI's skill in the field of 
human relations-such as "Wagner 
Alumnus" decals to seniors and 
"Little Seahawk" bibs to new parents 
among the alumni. 

Float parades and the crowning of 
a queen became a bright part of the 
fall Homecoming in 1949. The pres­
entation of honor keys to Fifty Year 
Alumni was instituted a year later. 

As AI's work developed, his titles 
changed. He became Director of Pub­
lic Relations and Director of Alumni 
Relations. So did the office staff 
grow, from two to five persons. 

The effeciency of the office im­
proved. A Key-sort system was set up 
last fall. This will enable the office 
to provide statistics and other infor­
mation on the activities of alumni 
more quickly and accurately than 
ever before. 

Public relations, too, marched 
smartly forward. A new bureau was 
organized. Several plans have been 
initiated to bring church people to 
the campus and the college to the 
people of the churches. Most notable 
among those is the special group ad­
mission plan for young people, under 
which almost 15,000 youngsters have 
visited the college. 

In his chosen fields, this son of 
Wagner brought national attention 
to his Alma Mater. At last summer's 
national conference of the American 
Alumni Counci l, of which he IS a 
member, he gave a ta lk on the 

preparation of an association hand­
book. Articles written by him have 
appeared in the Alumni Council 
News and the College Public Rela­
tions Quarterly. He has been presi­
dent and charter member of the 
Metropolitan College Public Rela­
tions Council. 

Al has been a member of the cam­
pus family for eighteen years. He 
first came to the college in the fall 
of 1923 when his father, the Rev. J. 
C. Krahmer '93, was called to be 
teacher of Latin (later principal) of 
Wagner High School. From 1923-33 
he lived with his parents on campus. 

He was graduated in 1927 (before 
the degree granting days) and return­
ed in 1929 to receive his B.A. In 1930 
he received an M.A. degree from 
Columbia University. 

Graduating from the Philadelphia 
Seminary in 1933, he spent a year in 
graduate study there until the spring 
of 1934 when he was ordained by the 
New York Synod. 

He held two pastorates, both in the 
Borough of Queens, before being 
called to the college. He was pastor 
of Epiphany, Laurelton from 1934-42 
and of Grace, Forest Hills, 1942-1948. 

vVhile in Queens, he served two 
years as secretary and two years as 
president of the Long Island Con­
ference. He was also secretary of the 
Board of Lutheran Charities and a 
member of the synodical executive 
committee. 

Formal announcement of the resig­
nation was made on Alumni Day, 
May 26, ~nd the Alumni Association 
presented Al with a beautiful Hamil~ 
ton wrist watch as a farewell gift. 
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\ 'Verner Johnson '4 J was elected 
president o[ the Wagner Alumni As­
sociation in a mail ballot, the reSlllts 
o[ which were announced at the 
annual meeting on May 26. Johnson, 
a teacher at P.S. 14, Staten Island, had 
been vice-president for the past year 
and chairman o[ the special commit­
tee on the gymnasium lobby re-decora­
tion. 

Harold ~Iatthiu , jr. '50, chairman 
o[ the 1956 Loyalty Fund, was chosen 
as vice-president and Miss Eleanor 
Ayoub '44 was re-elected ecretary. 
Another re-election was that o[ the 
Rev. Hermann ~Ieyer 'J I as treasurer. 
Pastor Meyer has held this office [or 
twenty years. 

Dr. Albert Accettola '4 I was elect­
ed to a two year term as one of the 
alumni representatives on the Board 
of Athletic Control and Chester Sel­
litto '50 was re-elected to the College 
Council, where he has served as one 
of the two Alumni representatives 
for the past two years. 

ALUMNI 
The Nursing Alumnae chapter also 

elected two officers at it annual meet­
ing on Alumni Day. Mrs. Gladys 
\Vichman Fi cher '50 was chosen vice­
president and Miss Dorothy Harris 
'55 as ecretary. 

Other actions taken at the annual 
meeting of the Association were the 
adoption of a budget [or 1957 and 
approval o( establishment o( an 
Alumnus of the Year Award. 

The alumni voted a budget o[ 
) I 0,900 for 1957 to be divided as fol­
lows: (or scholar hips, 2400; for 
alumni office expense, 3500; for a 

Lobby Decoration Plans Take Shape 
"'Terner Johnson, reporting [or the 

special committee on the re-decoration 
o( the gymna ium lobby, told the 
alumni that the project is nearing 
completion. Full approval o[ the 
Board of Trustees o( the college and 
the completion o[ the financing will 
soon be a reality and it i hoped that 
the project may be completed in time 
[or Homecoming. 

The plans call [or panelling all ex­
isting walls not now covered wi th 
wood with white oak plywood. The 
center interior wall is to feature a 
photo mural depicting college scenes. 

The present ticket booth is to be 
dismantled and rebuilt on either side 
of the center entrance door to ex-

pedite ticket sales at basketball games. 
,\t both ends o[ the lobby illumin­

ated trophy cases will replace the 
present recessed benche . At the east 
end the present coke bar will be re­
placed by one that will better har­
mon i,e with the finished interior. 

The pre ent lights are to be re­
moved and replaced with approxi­
mately forty feet o[ fluores ent fIX­

tures containing spot lights. These 
fixtures, plus the repainting of the 
ceiling in white, should brighten the 
lobby considerably. 

The total cost of the redecoration 
is estimated at between five and ix 
thousand dollars. Thanks to a gift 
of the class o[ 1956 [or a trophy ca e, 
mo t o[ the money is now on hand. 

Alumni Awards Established 
One o[ the actions o[ the annual 

meeting o[ the Alumni Association 
was the e tablishment o[ two annual 
Alumni Awards. One is to be known 
as the Alumni Achievement Award to 
recogniLe outstanding achievement 
in any field of endeavor in which the 
alumnus may be engaged. 

The other is to be known as the 
Alumni Service Award to recognize 
outstanding service to the college and 
j or the Alumni Association. 

Nominations for these awards may 
be made and seconded by any regular 
member o( the ssociation. Official 
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nomination forms may be obtained 
[rom the Alumni Office. 

Award winners are to be selected 
by a committee of three alumni ap­
pointed by the Association president, 
a representative o( the Board o( Trus­
tees, and a representative o( the ad­
ministration or [acuIty. 

The first such awards will be made 
on Alumni Day, J957, and nomina­
tions must be in the hands of the 
,\wards committee before March 15, 
J957 . 

I( you want to nominate an alum­
nus [or either o( these awards, write 
to the "\lumni Office [or the nomin­
ation (orms. 

ELECT 

WERNER 

JOHNSON 
campus project, 2000; a direct gift to 
the college, 3000. 

Alumni Day began at noon with 
the classes of 1926, 1931, and 1936 
meeting for lunch in Cunard. During 
the luncheon, the Rev. Austin Bosch, 
president of the class o( 1931, pre ent­
ed a heck to President David M . 
Delo. The check, amounting to 

eighty five dollar ,wa given by the 
class in memory of Joseph Koehler, 
a classmate and is to be u ed (or 
equipment in the biology laboratory. 

In the afternoon the class o( 1956 
entertained the old grads with a pro­
gram o[ old Wagner movies. One of 
the old films hown was "Campu Life 
The Clock round" , made in 1938. 
Quite by coincidence one o[ the 
alumni featured in the movie, the 
Rev. Everett Jensen '40, was present. 

Jen en and hi wife, the former 
Beatrice vVerner '41, won the distinc­
tion o( having travelled the greatest 
distance to be present. The J ensens 
live in Corvallis, Oregon. 

The alumni pre ent al 0 enjoyed an 
unusual display of historic Wag­
neriana loaned by the Markham 
Library. Among the items on display 
were old copies o( the Wagnerian, the 
Hende, and the Kalli ta, and many 
historic pictures and new paper cli pp­
ings. 

During the afternoon program, 
President Wilbur Sterner presented 
a check of 8500 to President Delo. 
This check, the largest ever gi ven by 
the alumni at one time, represented 
the first installment on 1956 Loyal ty 
Fund giving. 

Of the 8500,., 2400 wa earmarked 
[or cholarship, 3 J 00 for office ex­
pense, and ·3000 [or the gym lobby 
redecoration. \Verner Johnson pre­
sented the report o( the committee on 
the latter project and its tory is told 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Alumni Day closed with a buffet 
supper and dance in the gymnasium. 
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Loyal ty Fund Report 

As of July 9 the Alumni Loyalty 
Fund totals were as follows: $8,454.35 
in contri butions from 1,106 alumni 
with pledges amounting to $639.50 
[rom 77 others. 

'While these totals are high for this 
time of the year, Chairman Harold 
Matthius reminds us that we are still 
short of the $10,000 goal. He's hoping 
to hear from those who have not yet 
responded soon. 

Sterner Honored 
At Dinner 

Wilbur H. Sterner, who has done 
such a fine job as president of the 
Alumni Association for the past two 
years, was honored by his fellow mem­
bers of the Alumni Advisory Council 
at a dinner at Clove Lakes Inn on 
June 20. 

Sterner was presented with a Wag­
ner tray and set of Wagner glasses. 
The presentation was made by the 
new president of the Association, 
'!\T erner Johnson. 

Also feted were Mrs. Vivian Lamby, 
office assistant for the past four years, 
and Al Krahmer, both of whom left 
the Alumni office on July 1. Mrs. 
Lamby was presented with a string of 
pearls and Krahmer received a brief 
case. 

SEAHA WKS ALWAYS 
FLY HIGH 

Another evidence of the high per­
centage of Wagner alumni giving to 
their Alma Mater is shown in the 
annual report of the General Electric 
Company's Corporate Alumnus Pro­
gram for 1955. 

This program, under which GE 
promises to match the gift of any of 
their employees to their college, had 
24,434 eligibles from 359 different col­
leges and universities. Of this number, 
5104 or 21% gave to their Alma 
Maters through the plan. 

But, of the six Wagner grads em­
ployed by GE, four gave, or 66%, 
more than triple the general average. 

Vivian Lamby Resigns 
Mrs. Vivian L amby, who has been 

office assistant in the Alumni office 
since 1952, has resigned, effective 
July 1. Mrs. Lamby and her h!.tsband, 
Thomas Lamby, a former Wagnerian, 
will move to Brookfield, Conn. 
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Wilbur Sterner, lett, outgoing president of the A IWl1lli Association, presents an alumni check 
tor $8,500 to President David M. Delo at the Spring Reu.nion held late in May . Looking 
on is j'Ve'me?' Johnson, newly elected tJTesident of the Association. 

WE'RE SORRY 
The Alumni office humbly apolo­

gizes to sixty one alumni who worked 
in the Loyalty Fund campaign but 
whose names were omitted in the list­
ing of solicitors in the spring issue of 
the Link. In transcribing the names a 
full sheet was left out. 

We apologize to and thank the 
following alumni for their help in 
the campaign: 

Elsie and Arthur Love, Joan and 
Donald Graves, ' !\Talter Kehoe, 
Anthony Baldassano, Douglas Mor­
ton , Mildred Olsen, Fred Hurst, Vito 
Pavia, Jacques Jacobsen, Walter Stier­
ing, Eugene Lorenz, Kenneth Han­
son, 

Neil Leonard, Harriet MacDonald, 
Donald Spiro" Elizabeth Williamson, 
Edward Moran, Elaine Kovessy, 

r • 
Ulysses Ciolini, John Campagnino, 
Harold Edwards, Eugene Ferretti , 
Matthew Scaffa, 

Ernest Kiefer, Roy Arnesen" Leonia 
Prusak, Philip Laub, Edith Morrison, 
Arthur and Betty Finn, John Schick, 
Grace Haher, Carol Plumb, Kaare 
Johnson, Charles Smith, Stanley 
Clark. 

Mary Ialenti, Michael Chiapperino, 
Lloyd Hunsdorfer, Virginia Peel, Ira 
Wells, Philip Schick, Fred Winrock, 
Agnes Piscopo, Marjorie Trasborg, 
Joseph Auchter, Thelma Youngblood, 
Gustave Weber, William Ferren, 
Buell Davis, 

Thomas Searl, William 'Wagner, 
Patrick Rubilotta, George Evans, 
Evelyn Schaefer, Charles O 'Donnell, 
Richard and Mary Jane Drubel. 

B. F. Goodrich Announces Plan To Aid Education 
B. F. Goodrich Company will make 

available approximately $300,000 in 
1956 for student scholarships, em· 
ployee tuition sharing, employee gift 
matching, research grants, cost-of-edu­
cation grants and other forms of 
financial aid to colleges and univer­
sities. 

The company will award seven four 
year scholarships to high school 
graduates. The company will also 
make an additional contribution to 
the school chosen by the recipients of 
these scholarshi ps. 

The company also plans to share 
costs with employees for job-connect-

ed courses and will make additional 
gifts to the insti tu tions furnishing 
such instruction. 

Employees personal gifts to colleges 
wi Il be matched by the company. The 
uniq ue partof this plan is that Good· 
rich will match the gift of any em­
ployee with one or more years of ser­
vice, regardless of the extent of the 
em ployee'S education or his school 
affi lia tion. 

The Goodrich Company will also 
con tinue to make grants to colleges 
and universities for research projects 
and studies. 
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Wagner Alumni 
By ALFRED J. KRAHMER '27 

Continuing our series of articles on 
where Wagner alumni serve, we this 
month present a summary of the ac­
tivities of graduates in the full time 
service of The Church. Just as was the 
summary of alumni working on other 
campuses it is based on the incom­
plete returns of those biographical 
blanks plus the writer's memory. 

There are 2S3 Wagner grads in the 
ministry today. Of this number, 21S 
are in the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

VVithin the ULCA, these graduates 
are in 17 different synods with the 
largest single number being in the 
New York Synod (139). Other ULCA 
synods with alumni on their rolls are 
New Jersey (29), Florida (3), Mary­
land (2), Pennsylvania Ministerium 
(22), Pittsburgh Synod (4), Ohio (2), 

Rocky Mountain (1) Central States 
(2), Sloavk Zion (3), Pacific (2), 
Texa~ and Louisiana (3) Virginia (3), 
Northwest (1) Central Pennsylvania 
(1), Pacific Southwest (3), and 
Illinois (1). 

Nineteen alumni are serving 
churches of eight other Lutheran 
bodies, with twelve of them in the 
ELC. The other six bodies, each 
claiming one Wagner grad, are the 
Missouri Synod, Augustana Synod, 

In The Church 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Norwegian Synod, Suomi Synod, 
Lutheran Brethren, and Lutheran 
Free Church. 

Twenty are ministers of non-Luth­
eran churches. Seven are Episcopalian 
clergymen, four are Congregational. 
The others are EvangelicaJ and Re­
formed (2), Presbyterian (2), Uni­
tarian (1), Methodist (2) Moravian 
(I), and Reformed (1). 

The ULCA totals include eight 
young men who were ordained this 
spring, six by the New York Synod 
and one each by the New Jersey 
Synod and the Pennsylvania Minis­
terium. 

Two other wagner grads completed 
work at the Philadelphia Seminary 
this spring. Once is awaiting a call, 
the other will do specia I grad uate 
study. 

During the past semester there were 
31 other alumni in six different Luth­
eran seminaries. In addition there is 
one Wagner grad at each of the fol­
lowing seminaries: New Brunswick, 
Biblical, and Princeton. 

This number of seminarians will be 
swelled by 16 members of the class of 
1956 who enter this fall. 

Of the alumni ministers, IS have 
retired, one has no parish at present, 
and ten are military chaplains. 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ADDS NEW MEMBERS 
The Wagner Commencemen t on 

May 28 once more added substantial­
ly to the membership of the Wagner 
Alumni Association. Two hundred 
and twenty undergraduate degrees 
were conferred, 38 masters degrees, 
and six honorary degrees. 

Two of the honorary awards and 18 
of the graduate degrees were con­
ferred on persons already holding 
'l\Tagner diplomas, so that the net gain 
in membership is 238. 

The honorary degrees, both Doctor 
of Divinity, were conferred on the 
Rev. Alfred Beck '38 and the Rev. 
Edwin Grubb '33. 

Wagner alumni, Sam Colucci, John 
de Palma, Richard Lindenberger, 
Isabelle Maiorano, Joy Matthews, 
George Pattison, Michael Petosa, Wil­
liam R. Ryan , Bruce Stoller, William 
'''Tagner, Mrs. Sylvia Crewes and 
.T oseph ""iderspan were among the 
candidates awarded Master of Science 
in Education degrees. 

Receiving Master of Business Ad­
ministration degrees were Bernard 
Baratta, Vincent Giacinto, John La-
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gana, Michael Swoboda, and Edward 
,,,Tasielewski, all of whom had re­
ceived their bachelor's degrees from 
Wagner. 

Joseph Sano 'S3 received a Master 
of Arts degree. 

Some idea of the diversified pro­
gram now offered by Wagner is seen 
in the many different degrees con­
ferred this spring. Three AS50ciate in 
Arts and six Associate in Applied 
Science degrees were conferred, along 
with 102 Bachelor of Arts, 80 Bache­
lor of Science, and 29 Bachelor of 
Science in Education degrees. 

There were four Master of Arts, 27 
Master of Science in Education, and 
7 Master of Business Administration 
degrees conferred. 

The writer cannot help but insert 
here the fact that he remembers the 
first degree awarding Commence­
ment in 1928 when the total number 
of degrees conferred, all Bachelor of 
Arts diplomas, was nine. 

The net effect of the 1956 Com­
mencement is to increase the number 
of living Wagner graduates to 2632. 

A..J.K. 

Twenty one others are in the so­
called "general work" of The Church. 
Two, [or example, are executive sec­
retaries of Protestant Councils. Dr. 
Fred Reissig' 17 is executive secretary 
01 the "'Tashington (D.C.) Federation 
of Churches and the Rev. Donald 
Bautz '46 of the Bay City (Mich.) 
Council of Churches. 

The United Lutheran Publication 
House in Philadelphia claims two 
graduates. Dr. Albert P. Stauderman 
'31 is associate editor of the Lutheran 
and the Rev. Karl Koppenhaver '43 
is director of the ULPH Audio-Visual 
Aid department. 

Six are in church social welfare 
work, two of them featured in special 
articles in the last issues of The 
Link. The spring issue wrote of Dr. 
William Villaume '3S, executive di­
rector of the Dept. of Social ",Telfare 
of the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, while the win­
ter issue wrote of the Rev. Carl Futchs 
'24, executive secretary of the Luth­
eran Welfare Association of New Jer­
sey. 

Two are sup e r i n ten den t s of 
"homes", The Rev. Frank Welkner 
'IS of St. Johns Orphan Home in 
Buffalo, N.Y. and the Rev. Clarence 
Braun 'IS of the Niagara Lutheran 
Home for the Invalid Aged. 

Others in the same field are the 
Rev. Elmore Hoppe '30, chaplain at 
the State Industrial and Agricultural 
School in Industry, N.Y. and the Rev. 
Harold Reisch '32, executive secretary 
of the United Lutheran Social Mis­
sions Society of Illinois. 

Two non-Lutheran Wagner minis­
terial alumni are in the same kind of 
work. The Rev. George Cordner '3S, 
a Methodist, is Protestant chaplain at 
the Toledo (Ohio) State Hospital, 
and the Rev. Herman Reissig '20 is 
International Relations secretary of 
the Council for Social Action of the 
Congregational-Christian Church. 

Three Wagner grads are synodical 
officials. Dr. John Futchs '27 is presi­
dent of the Rocky Mountain Synod, 
The Rev. Godfrey Alberti, '37 secre­
tary for Home Missions and Parish 
Education of the New Jersey Synod, 
and the Rev. Howard Lenhardt '43 is 
field missionary for the New York 
Synod. 

Two Lutheran theological seminar­
ies number Wagner alumni on their 
faculties. Dr. Theodore Tappert '26 
is professor of Church History at the 
Philadelphia Seminary and Dr. 
George Aus '2S serves Luther Semin­
ary in St. Paul, Minn. as professor of 
Dogmatic Theology. 

Lutheran colleges claim three. The 
Continued next page 
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Rev. Behrend Mehrtens ']4 is profes­
sor of Religion at Hartwick College, 
Oneonta, N.Y. while Wagner has 
The Rev. Paul J. Kirsch '33 as chap­
lain. The writer, the Rev. Alfred .J. 
Krahmer '27, served as Director of 
Public Relations at Wagner from 
]948-56. 

The Rev. Carl Yaeger '24 is execu­
tive secretary of the Lutheran Service 
Commission, an agency looking after 
the interests of Lutherans in the arm­
ed services. The Rev. Walter Bock '38 
is regional director of Evangelism 
(ULCA) and the Rev. Edmund Bosch 

'22 is executive secretary of the St. 
George Association and Protestan t 
Chaplain for the New York City 
Police Dept. 

The Wagner alumnus in the parish 
is also active in the work of the 
Church outside his parish. Four of 
the six conference presidents in the 
New York Synod, and one of the 
three in the New Jersey Synod are 
Wagner alumni. 

This fall 19 Wagner alumni elect­
ed by four different synods will be 
delegates to the United Lutheran 
Church convention in Harrisburg. 

Eight Wagner ministerial alumni 
have been elected by their synods as 
trustees of the college. Two others 
have been elected by the New York 
Synod to its Board of Education. 

The Board of the Lutheran Wel­
fare Association of New Jersey con­
tains the names of several Wagner 
grads from the parish. Its president is 
Dr. George Tamke '18. 

The same result is found when one 
scans the list of committees of the 
N ew York Synod. 19 Wagner grads 
serve on 10 different committees of 
this synod, including such committees 
as the Examining Committee (4), 
Parish Education (3), and Steward­
ship (3). 

The names of six alumni may be 
found on the faculty and staff of the 
Lutheran Summer School for Church 
Workers at Silver Bay, held this sum­
mer. 

Nor is service to the Church con­
fined to Wagner's ministerial alumni. 
We have no figures on the number of 
Sunday school teachers, Church 
Councilmen, and other lay workers 
in the church bu t when we speak of 
lay workers in the Church, the name 
of Henry Endress '38 comes quickly 
to mind. Endress, an alumni repre­
sen tative on the Board of Trustees, 
is executive secretary of the Lutheran 
Laymen's Movement and a great fac­
tor in the development of the fine 
Lutheran films, including MaTlin 
Luthel'. 

George Tamke '48 recently joined 
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Endress' staff, while last fall Dr. 
Harold Hammond '42 became Direc­
tor of Public Relations of the N a­
tional Lutheran Council. 

Another layman, Dr. William Betz 
'94, a teacher of mathematics at 
Rochester's East High School, was 
elected to the Board of Trustees of 
the Philadelphia Lu theran Theolog­
ical Seminary at the convention of 
the New York Synod. 

While at the moment there are no 
'Nagner graduates serving The 
Church in Germany, this story would 
not be complete without some men­
tion o[ the fine work overseas for the 
Lutheran World Federation by Pas­
tors John Bauchman '22, Carl Yaeger 
'24, and Gerhard Dietrich '40. 

All three made a real contribution 
to the rehabilitation of the German 
Church after the war and each of 
them received citat ions from German 
agencies as recognition. 

So far we've made no mention of 
women in The Church but there is 
an increasing number. This June the 
graduating class included Miss Hya­
cinth Mordey who will begin study 
this fall to prepare for missionary 
service and Miss Ernestine Wrba who 
wiJI soon be consecrated as a deacon­
ess of the United Lutheran Church. 

Currently serving as foreign mis­
sionaries are Miss Miriam Plitt '53N 
in Malaya and Miss Amelia Brosius 
'54 in India. Mrs. Mildred Ernst 
Hea 0 '44 is also in India as a mission­
ary ~nder the auspices of the Presby­
terian Church. 

Sister Mabel Walther '53N is assis­
tant field secretary of the ULCA 
Board of Deaconess Work. Miss Else 
Schroeder '55 is a inter-racial parish 
worker for the Board of American 
Missions in the Bronx. 

Miss Evelyn Schaefer '45 IS a coun­
sellor for the Wisconsin Lutheran 
Student Foundation, while in the 
Lutheran Church House in New 
York, the synodical treasurer Dr. 
Ernst Erickson has nothing but good 
to say about the work of his book­
keeper-secretary, Miss Wilma Forster 
'53. 

We began by saying this was an in­
complete story. As we near its end we 
are all the more conscious of this 
fact. 'Nhere, for example, can one 
fmd a place to say something of the 
outstanding contributions of alumni 
like Pastor Alfred Schroder '38 and 
.J oseph Flotten '26 in the in ter-racial 
work of the Church and of Dr. Harry 
Kreider '21 as a pioneer in audio­
visua I work in the ch urch school. 

Dr. Paul Qualben '44 is ano ther 
example of the kind of servant of the 
Church that one finds hard to place 

in what is basically a statistical study. 
Dr. Qualben is an ordained minister 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
who also holds an M.D. degree. A 
trained psychiatrist, he plans to use 
his knowledge in the service of the 
Church. 

Another limitation of this story is 
the fact that it deals only with the 
present. Some of the great veterans 
of The Church are not mentioned 
because they are no longer living. 

We listed fifteen as retired. How 
inadequate that statistic is. It tells 
nothing of years of service in the min­
istry. The winter issue of the Link 
told of five Rochester ministers, all 
Wagner alumni, who represented 278 
years in the ministry and 403 years of 
living, but that, too, is only a bare 
statistic and doesn't tell the real story. 

The Rev. Oscar 'Nemer '04 is list­
ed simply as "retired" , bu t here's a 
man with an outstanding record of 
service in the foreign mission field. 

Nor can we list the contributions 
Wagner alumni have made to the 
field of religious literature. This is 
due mainly to the modesty of the 
graduates in filling out their bio­
graphical blanks or to their failure to 
mail it in. 

Memory tells me that Dr. Theodore 
Tappert '26 is co-editor of the Muh­
lenberg Diary, as well as author of 
several magazine articles on religious 
su bjects and we recall articles and 
pamphlets by the Rev. Paul Kirsch 
'33, Dr. Albert Sttuderman '31, and 
Dr. Otto Schreiber '03. 

The work of Dr. Harry Kreider in 
the preparation of the history of the 
New York Synod can also be cited. 

At any rate this is quite a story of 
service to the Church. We hope that 
the alumni office will soon hear of 
omissions and additions. We hope, 
too, that its publication may stir those 
who have not answered our three pre­
vious requests for the return of the 
biogra phi cal blanks. 

Intercollegiate Alumni 
'Nagner alumni in New York City 

are invited to participate in the pro­
gram of the Intercollegiate Alumni of 
New York 

Affiliated wi th the Intercollegiate 
branch of the YMCA, IA has 350 
members who are graduates of more 
than 90 different colleges. 

For further information, call or 
write Intercollegiate Alumni, 215 
West 23rd Street, New York 11 , N.Y. 
The telephone is CH 3-1982, exten­
sion 13. 

Wagner College 
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Something New Alumni News 
Has Been Added 

Briefs 

Two new things have been added 
to the alumni program this spring. 
Each graduating senior now receives, 
in addition to the "Welcome, Alum­
nus" booklet, a decal reading "Wag­
ner Alumnus". 

The congratulatory card for birth 
in alumni families is different, too. 
lt now takes the form of a plastic 
bib with the legend "I Am A Little 
Seahawk From Wagner". 

Letters to the alumni office reveal 
that recipients enjoy these new ideas. 

Club News 
Philadelphia 

Dr. Siegfried Dietrich has resigned 
as president of the Philadelphia Club. 
lt is his feeling that, since the bulk of 
this club's membership is at the Phil­
adelphia Seminary, the leadership 
ought to be vested in a student there. . .. .. 

Staten Island 

The Staten Island Club held a re­
ception for the members of the 1956 
graduating class on May 9. 

On June 23 a family picnic was 
held at Willowbrook Park, and on 
July 21 a beach party is scheduled. 

A Record Withdrawal 
When the new Wagner Choir 

record was issued, a copy was present­
ed to the Record Library at St. 
George, S.l. One day shortly there­
after Dr. and Mrs. Steen were on their 
way to New York to listen to a new 
phonograph they were planning to 
purchase. 

They had in mind using the choir 
record to test the machine but when 
they arrived at the ferry they discov­
ered that they had left the record at 
home. 

But Dr. Steen had a sudden inspira­
tion and acting on it he went up to 
the library and became the first 
borrower of the record his choir had 
made. 

THE LINK 

THE MUSIC CLUB OF ]938-39 

1894 

DR. ""ILLIAM BETZ was elected to the 
Board of Trustees of the Lutheran Theo­
logical Seminary in Philadelphia at the con ­
vention of the United Lutheran Synod of 
New York and New England in Albany May 
28-31 , 1956. 

1914 

THE REV. DR. BUIREND MEHRTENS is pro­
fessor of religion at Hartwick College, On­
eonta, N.Y. 

1923 

THE R EV. WILMER ZUEHLKE has been nam ­
ed as a member of the Evangelism commit­
tee of the United Lutheran Synod of New 
York and New England. He is pastor of SI. 
Pauls Lutheran Church, Johnstown , N.Y. 

1925 

THE REV. PAUL WEST has retired from the 
active ministry. He had been pastor of 
Transfiguration Lutheran Church , Manhat­
tan, since 1928. 

1926 

THE REV. HENRY McKNIGHT, pastor of 
Concordia Lutheran Church, Buffalo, has 
been appointed to the New York Synod 
committee on Lutheran Refugee Service. 

1931 

THE REV. WILLIAM NIEBANCK, pastor of St. 
Johns Lutheran Church, Rutherford, N.J., 
was re-elected president of the Northern 
Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of New Jersey. He was also elected as 
a delegate to the United Lutheran Church 
convention in Harrisburg in October. 

A classmate, THE REV. DR. ERNEST C. 
FRENCH, pastor of Resurrection Lutheran 
Church in Buffalo and president of the New 
York Synod's Western Conference, will also 
be a delegate to the ULCA convention. 

French was elected by the New York 
Synod at its Albany convention. The same 
convention re-elected French to the Board of 
Education . 

LOUIS TOM FORDE, long among our " lost 
alumni " has been found . He heads his own 
accounling firm in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

1932 

The New York Synod elected THE REV. 
ROBERT FLECHTNER a member of its Home 
Missions committee. Flechtner is pastor of 
I'.ion LUlheran Church , Bristol, Ct. 

1933 

THE REV. ""ALTER BIELITZ, pastor of Trin ­
ity Lutheran Church, Castleton-on-Hudson, 
N.Y., was chosen by the New York Synod as 
one of ilS delegates to the fa ll convention of 
lhe ULCA. 
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This "Green Wave" of Wagne,' College football 1)layers vowed to " break a [ouT-year losing stTeak," acconling to a 1938 1mblicity caption. 
It did, winning fOllr and losing only fwo. I" fh e backfield, from the i"lt, (t!'e Dick Reigi, Bob Burton, George "Ship" Schipani and Bill 
Wile) .. Thf' linemen aTe CarMI Schmeder, Bah Whife , Phil Van Tash . CII/Jtllin John ,~1cDerl11olt, Nlike PeTfecl, Stan Rcyck and Ed Labedz. 

1936 

THE REV. GUNTHER STIPPICI-!. past ')r of St 
Johns Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa., was 
elected as a delegate to the fa ll convention 
of the United Lutheran Church by the 
Pennsylvania Ministerium. 

1937 

THE REV. GODFREY ALBERTI was insl'liled 
as Secretary for Parish Education and Home 
Missions of the New Jersey Synod on Apri I 
8. He had been pastor of St. Pauls Church , 
Linden , N.J. A lberti was also nam ed as a 
ULCA delegate. 

1938 

Three members of the class of 1938 will be 
uLCA convention de legates this fall. They 
are the REV. DR . ALFRED 1.. BECK, pastor o[ 
Reformation Church, Rochester; the REV. 
WALTER BOCK, regional director of the cur­
rent Evangelism campaign; and HENRY EN­
DRESS, executive secretary of the Lutheran 
Laymen's Movement. 

1939 

THE REV. LUTHER FREIMUTH, pastor of St. 
Pauls Church , Byram, Ct., is one of the 
Illany Wagner alumni who will be ULCA 
convention delegates this fall. 

1940 

Another ULCA convention delegate is the 
REV. ARTHUR HERGENHAN, pastor of St. Pauls. 
Owego, N.Y. and president of the Central 
Conference. 

1941 

Still another ULCA convention delegate 
is the REV. HERBERT GI13NEY, pastor of Epi­
phany Church in Hempstead , N .Y. 

DONALD BROWNE received a M.L.S . degree 
at Rutgers University in June. 
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1942 

Grace Lutheran Church, Forest Hills, ;-.I.Y. 
expects to break ground for a new church 
building this fal l. TI-IE REV. LEONARD KLE­
MANN, pastor , will attend the fall conven ­
tion of the United Lutheran Church in 
America as a delegate of the New York 
Synod. 

Another l ' LCA convention delegate wi II 
be THE REY. DAVID JENSEN, pastor of SI:. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, New Or leans, 
La . He wi ll be a delegate from the Texas­
Louisiana Synod. 

1943 

THE REV. HENRY CORNISH, pastor of 
Christ Church, Great Kills, S.I., was elected 
president of the New York Conference this 
fall. Cornish will a lso be a ULCA convention 
delegate. 

A classmate, THE REV. MELVIN YEARKE, 
pastor of St. Pauls Church, Johnson City, 
N.Y. will be another member of the New 
York Synod 's delegation at the ULCA con­
vention. 

THE REV. RICI-IARD VVEISKOTTEN, pastor of 
SI:. Stephens Church, Hicksville, N.Y. , has 
been appointed chairman of the Publicity 
committee of the New York Synod. 

1944 

Two members of this class will be able to 
hold a reunion in Harrisburg in October. 
Both THE REV. GORDON HOHL and TI-IE REV. 

PAUL REISCH have been elected delegates to 
the ULCA biennial convention. 

ARTHUR PENTZ received an M .B.A. degree 
at Rutgers University this spl-ing. 

Holi I is pastor of First Church, Rockville , 
Ct. and president of the New England Con­
ference. Reisch is pastor of Grace, Stratford, 
Conn . 

1945 

THE REV. 'VrLLlAM FUHLHRUCI( has resign­
ed as pastor of Good Shepherd Church, Bay­
sit.le 'Vest, 1..1. to become pastor of St. Johns, 
P'Iughkeepsie, N .Y. The change was effec· 
ti (ie July 1. Mrs. Fuhlbruck is a Wagner 
~ll!mna, the former ELAINE HOEBEL '45. 

1946 

THE REV. ALLISTAIR SELLARS, pastor of the 
Sayv ille (L.I .) Congregational Church for the 
past five and a half years , has resigned to 
accept a c.all to the Arlington Congregation­
al Church , Jacksonville, Fla. 

1947 

RALPH MAGALEE, D.D.S. is a member of 
the Dental Supervisory Staff of the Guggen­
heim Dental Clinic, Manhattan. See the 
notes on the class of 1950 for news of an­
other Wagner alumnus on the same staff. 

1950 

Navy Ll. BARRY S. CARMODY has been as­
signed to 18 months of duty on Kwajalein , 
one of the Marshall Islands. Accompanying 
him are his wife, the former FLORENCE KALL· 
DIN, and their two children. 

GIL~IOUR VVAGLE completed work for a 
Master of Science degree at Rutgers in June. 

RALPH KRAMER, D.D.S., is on the Dental 
Supervisory Stafr of New York 's Guggenheim 
Dental Clinic. Dr. Ralph Magalee '47 is a 
m embe r of the same staff. 

DONALD JULIANO received a Master of Arts 
degree from Hunter Colleg'e in Jun e. He is 
a teacher at Public School 5, Huguenot, S.1. 

1951 

AARON STERN received a Master of Arts de­
gree with a major in social studies at Hunter 
College in June. Stern teaches at P.S . 5. 
Huguenot, S.l. . HENRY L. COHEN re­
ceived a Doctor of Optometry degree from 
Columbia University. He also received a re­
search award from the New York Academy 
of Optometry. 

Wagner College 

- ... 



\ • , 

A son, Francis Craig to Mr. and Mrs. 
FRANK MULVIHILL '50, March 29. 

A daughter, Laura Frances, La Mr. and 
Mrs. JOHN J. BRENNER '52, April 4. 

A daughter, Christine Kathryn , to Mr. and 
Mrs. William Jacobs (LYDIA PETERS '50), 
April 7. 

A son, Gregory James, to 1st Lt. and Mrs. 
Gerald E. Van Valkenburg (MARGARET 
BURNS '54,) April 15. 

r\ son, Philip James, to Mr. and Mrs. 
FREDERICK WINROCK '54, April 19. 

A SDn, Neal Alan, to Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
F. Neuburger (DOROTHY KRAUSS '44), April 
20. 

A son, Thomas, to Mr. and Mrs. KENNETH 
SALBADOR '49, April 23. 

A son, Kent to Mr. and Mrs. "VILLlA~f 
HOIlOKAN '52, April 25. 

A daughter, Alice Lucille to FRANK and 
LUCILLE BROWN '54 HA YES, May 3. 

A son, Thomas John, to ASSEMBLnlAN and 
Mrs. E. AMANN, May 3. 

A daughter, Doris Jean, to ALFRED '41 and 
JJ:.AN VAN "VINKLE '43 DANIELSON, May 10. 

A daughter, Donna Michele, to Mr. and 
Mrs. John Converse (ALICE PATTERSON '50N), 
May 10. 

A daughter, Amy Elizabeth, to DONALD '5 1 
and JOAN O 'REAGAN '5 1 GRAVES, May 12. 

A son, Dale Allen, to Mr. and Mrs. Rich ­
ard W. Bradt (E~IILY GEORGE '54), May 13. 

A daughter, Linda Marie, to Mr. and Mrs. 
JOS EPH DI COSMO '42, May 25. 

A son , Chal'les Norman, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lester Scheier (RUTH MUNZER '5IN) May 27. 

A daughter, Mary Elizabeth, to Mr. and 
Mrs. ROSWELL S. COLES, JR. '55, May 28. 

A son, Peter John , to Mr. and Mrs. 10REE­
MAN ALLEN '51, June 2. 

A daughter, Amy Louise, to THEODORE '51 
and OU;A ANTONOPOULUS '50 DOERZBACHER, 
June 2. 

A daughter, Pamela Marie, to Mr. and 
Mrs. ADDISON R. TRISMEN '5 1, June 5. 

A daughter, Candice Claire, to Mr. and 
Mrs. JOSEPH CIRIGNANO '49, June 8. 

A daughter, Barbara Elena, to Mr. and 
Mrs. JOSEPH GRASSIA '55, June 9. 

A son, Bruce "Vinterson, to Mr. and Mrs. 
CHARLES W. TULL '5 1, June 9. 

A son, Don Francis , to Mr. and Mrs. 
lORANCIS X. DEMARZIO '50, June 12. 

1952 

ALlIERT PONTERIO was awarded an M.D. de ­
gree at Georgetown University this spring. 
He will intern at Wilson Memorial Hospi ­
tal, Johnson City, N.Y . ... H. EDWARD 
MARSHON received a D.D.S. degree from 
Columbia at its spring Commencement. He 
will intern at ',..,illowbrook State School, 
Staten Island. 

THE LINK 

GILBERT NELSON was marri eJ all October 
l!i, I 95!i, and the a I umni on-ice just got the 
news. Along with it came the news t llat Gil 
and his wife are both studying' for the 
Ph. D. degree in bio-chemistry at Purdue 
University. JEAN DEPLANQUE will t ~ach sixth 
grade in Washington School, Westfield, ;'\I.J. 
this fall. 

MORTON KURLA ND received his M.D. degree 
tiIis spring from the Co llege of Medicine of 
the University of the State of New York. Dr. 
Kurland is assistant surgeon at the United 
States Public Health Service Hospital on 
Staten Island. For other news oJ _\. urland , 
see the Just Tamed co lumn . 

WILLIAM HARVEY, .JR. received his M.D. 
degree from Albany Medical College of 
Union University. He will intern at De:lcon ­
ess Hospital, BurIalo, N.Y. 

1953 

THE REV. EDWIN EAST~IAN was graduated 
from the Philadelphia Seminary, ordained by 
the New Jersey Synod, and has begun a 
ministry in Beachwood , N.J. 

Gus RESKAKIS received a D.D .S. degree 
from New York University anti has en tered 
military service in the Army. 

Ordained by the New York Synod in Al­
banyan May 30 were GEORGE KENYON and 
ROBERT NEILS;EN. Both are recent Philade l­
phia Seminary graduates. Kenyon will be 
pastor of St. Pauls, Verona, ;'\I.Y. and :--!iels­
sen succeeds the Rev. Paul "Vest '25 as 
pastor of Transfiguration Church , Manh at­
tan. 

Another Philadelphia Seminary gTaduate 
is WALTER HAMESTER. Ordained by the Penn ­
sylvania Ministerium , he has begun work as 
assistant pastor of Immanuel Llltheran 
Church, Burholme, P a . 

KENNETH POLGLASE was graduated from the 
General Theological Seminary on May 23. 
He was ordained in June and has begun 
work as curate at Trinity Episcopal Church , 
Roslyn, L.I. Mrs. Polglade is the former 
CAROLYN HONEYCUTr '52. 

CLARENCE SCI-INEIDER was also graduated 
from the Philadelphia Seminary and ordain­
ed by the New York Synod. He begins his 
ministry as assistant in Holy Trinity Church, 
Bellerose, L.I. Mrs. Schneider is the former 
'''''anda Prokoby, Junior Prom Queen in 
1953. 

1954 

" T1LLIAM MOULD was graduated from 
Southern Seminary, ordained by the New 
York Synod, and has begun work as a home 
missionary in Louisville" Ky. HERB HENSEL 
M-54 has completed his military service and 
is back home in Buffalo, N .Y. 

1955 

ANITA J ACOBSEN received an M.A. degree 
from Teachers Co llege of Columbia Univer­
si ty this spring. 

1956 

JOSEPH PACCIONE has been appointed 
teacher of social studies at Scotch Plains 
(N .J.) Junior High School. ADELE WESSELS, 
the 1954 Homecoming Queen, will teach 
second grade in Columbus School, Plain ­
field, N.J. HYACINTH MORDEY will study at 
Biblical Seminary, New York, this fall , to 
prepare for missionary work in India. 

"VAL TER TIIO~II'SON '50 and iVl'argaret 
Coulson Durfee, April 2. 

JOI-I N D. SILVA '52 and Marie Hellweg, 
April 7. 

ALI~ERT Tosl '53 and Marjorie Peters, 
April 14. 

HERBERT H. HEwnT '50 and Lillian 
Bracklein , April 14. 

Howard A. Brust and MARGARET PFEIL '50, 
April 21. 

DONALD BERGEN and JULIENE I.E BRAS '55, 
April 28. 

BURCIS COATES '51 and Dolores Ccntoz, 
April 28. 
THO~IAS F. Russo '50 and Lorraine Len ­

inger, May 12. 
"VILIlERT A. 'VEIiRIL '53 and Caroline Lu­

ders , May 12. 
CILBERT QUINTANA '50 and MARIL' N 

SC I-I~IIDT '54, May 26. 
ROIIERT J. BARR ETf and MARGAREr SOltl­

ANO '56, May 26. 
)AVID PA UL '56 and Judith Johnson , June 
I. 

EDWARD l:RACKER '56 and Ann Louise 
SharI, June 2. 

JOSEPH BONAMO and Angela Mariocca, 
June 3. 

Dr. Manuel De Bastos and EMMA GUSTAV­
SON '52, June 9. 

EDWARD P _ GORHAM '52 and Joanne M . 
Steiner, Jun e 9. 

RICI-IARD "V. SIEMANN '55 and LOUISE HAHN 
',;5, June 2. 

Russell Fritts and TRUDY PRECHT '56, June 
9. 

Charles G. Olsen and JOAN A. HARRISON 
'53, June 16, 1956. 

FORMER STUDENTS 

The appointment of WALTER BARTl-I , a 
former "Vagner student, as vice-president 
and manager of the A. 1. Root Gompany's 
Texas manufacturing plant was announced 
by Allan 1. Root, General Manager of the 
firm. 

Barth, his wife, and two daughters (aged 
2 and 8 months) moved to San Antonio in 
late June. His new work began July l. 

FRANK HA \ ES is another former Wagnerian 
heading for the wide open spaces. He has 
been transferred by his company to Texas. 
Frank and Mrs. Hayes (she's Lu Brown '54) 
move early this summer. Frank 's company 
is Campbell Soups. 

MATrHEw lAM MATrEO received a Doctor of 
Chiropratic degree from the Ghiropractic In ­
stitute of New York. 

ROBERT LOGGIA is playing the title role in 
the current ;'\lew York production of "The 
Man 'Vith The Golden Arm". Loggia, a 
former Seahawk football star, will be remem ­
bered for his Varsity Players performance in 
"The Taming of the Shrew" and for his lead 
role in the campus motion picture, "BeaUli­
ful Upon A Hill". 
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Events 

AUGUST 

.f- SlImmer Session Ends 
J9- :-.Iursing Schoo l-Presentalion o( Pins 

SEPTEl\rBER 

7 -8-9- :-.Iew Jersey State Luther League con-
vention 

12- 17-0rienlation Week 
I ~- Regi slration: Freshmen 
13- J4- Rcgislralion; Evening and Grad uate 

Schools 
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IS-Classes begin; Opening Convocation 

NOVEMBER 
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