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THE SITE FOR THE MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITY OF OMAHA

REPORT OF THE BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS

While this report comes to you from the Buildings and Grounds
Committee, we kncw that the Board of Regents will appreciate the fact
that this is largely a summary of matters taken up with the Board at
various meetings. All through the process of the study of sites, the
Buildings and Grounds Committee hLas teken the position that this question
was so important that the entire Board of Regents should be familiar with
every step of the proceedings. As you know, many meetings of the Board
have been held relative to different features of the study, and main de-
cilsions have been made only after the committee has been assured of the
approval of the Board. We felt, however, that it would be helpful to
bring together into a single report a summary of the findings and recom-

mendations which we have previously discussed with you.

S8ection I
NUMBER OF SITES STUDIED AND ITEMS COVERED

Over a period of many months the Buildings and Grounds Committee
has been working on tne problem of the best site for the Municipal Univer-
sity of Omsha. We have considered about twenty-five different sites and
have made a careful study of seven sites which seemed to be located so as
to meet the general principles of site location that were worked out.

The sites considered and studied have been in all parts of the
city, down town, north, west, and south. They have varied in size from

four or five acres to ninety acres.















Section III

COMPARISON OF i DOWNTOWN SITE .AND 4 REOSIDENCE DISTRICT SITE

There is given herewith a summary of six reasons why & resi-
dence district site is likely to be more advantagcous for the Univer-
sity than a downtown site. In Appendix B arc additional facts support-
ing this summary.

ADVANTAGES FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF OMAHA OF A SITE IN
OR NEAR .. RESIDENCE DISTRICT COMP.ARED WITH A DOVN=
TOWN SITE

1. A residencc district site over a period of years is more
accessible to the students.

2. 4 residence district site makes it possible to arrange
University buildings to meet cducational nccds rather than to fit into

e. street pattcrn, because in a residence district sitc we can get e

larger single piecc of land.

3, 1In a recsidence district site it is possible to handle the
physical exercisc part of the University morc cffecetively. By this is
moant outdoor excrcise for everybody, not a stadium for intercollegiate
competition. Intecrcollegiate contcsts can be handled, if nccessary,
away from the sitc of academic buildings, whether that is down town or
in a rcsidence district.

4, A residencc district sitc costs less per acrc than a down-
town sitc.

5. The idea that the University needs a downtown location for
students to go out betwoen classcs to work is not well founded, because '
only about 5% of our students who work do in-bctwecn-class jobs.

6. The argument that we need a down-town location in order to

handle evening extension students is not sound, becausc extension students
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eand put into buildings and equipment, Other sites could be obtained

for less money, but are less desirable because they will not be so
accessible or because of incbility to lay out buildings satisfactorily.
Othors, becausc of large supplemental expenses for grading, peving, etc.,
would run into nearly as large nct expenditurec. For thosc reasons we
feel that the site proposed represents truc cconomy in the light of the

largest usefulness of the University over a period of years.

In conclusion, we would express our approeciation of the time
ond thought which has been given by the ontirc Board to this important
problem, and also for the fricndliness of spirit which has dominated
the discussion. Each person has cxpressed his own opinion freoly; yet

the conclusion has been arrived et harmoniously.

JL Vi QW#@,A

Chairmun
uildi d Grounds 0

September 29, 1936
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Council Bluffs has about one-fifth as many high school
graduates as Omaha, or about 400 each year. Assuming that the same
ratio go to college, we find 300 in Council Bluffs to add to the 1500
in Omaha, or a total of 1800 who each year graduate from the high
schools but do not go to college anywhere., This 1800 is the main
source of our student body. If one=fourth of this 1800 come to the
University of Omaha each year in addition to those now coming, our

enrollment in the day classes alone would be 1500,
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IV. What is the bearing of the facts presented in the preceding scctions
on the size to which the University of Omaha is likely to grow?

The following tablc shows our present cnrollment and ostimated

enrollment within the next ten or fifteen yoars, if suitable facilities

arc provided:

Table IV
Present  Estimatced
Day classes 620 1500
Evening 860 2000
Summer 396 1000
Total 1876 4500
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Table showing distribution of University service to different groups of

students:
Average No. Total Per Cent
_ Number of of Hours Mumber of Student
, Group ____Students Per Week Studqg? Hours Hours
| Day 620 14.6 9052 73
Evening 860 2.6 2236 18
Summer 396 3. 1188 9

My estimate is that as our University grows we shall have pro-

portionally more extension students, that the proportion will roughly

be 60% of the total class hours for dey school students, 30% for evening

students, ond 10% for summer session students.

Our study of the present

extension students shows that over half of them come to the University

es it is.

This would mean that not over 15% of the class hours of ser-

vice is likely to be given to extension students ewny from the Univere

sity. We should not locate our University down town to accommodate only

15% of our work,

Our experience this last year has shown that those who require

extension work down town can be cared for in locations secured down town

either free or et a nominal rentel.

We have had classes this last year

ot the Joslyn Memorigl, the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., Elks Club, Court

House, City Hell, and at two hotels.

nearer the homes of certein students by using the high schools.
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Qur experience this year shows that extension work cen be placed

Thus, we
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g) The Central High School site gives no chance for ade-
quate outdoor exercise for everybody and has very inadequate park-
ing space; however, these handicaps are not peculiar to this site, but

epply to all dewntown locations,

Rowland Haynes, President
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Appendix C
NUMBER AND SIZE OF BUILDINGS NEEDED

Group 1 Acedemic Buildings for Next Stage of Development of the University
1, A science building with leboratories and shops, about 2%
times eour present space
2. A generel recitation building, gbout 3 times the size of
the present Joslyn Hall at the University
The reason I suggest 3 times rather than 2% times is that at
present we have the offices of meny of the faculty who now study and
heve conferences with students in other buildings than Joslyn Hall.
These offices should also be placed in the main recitation and ocdminis=
tration building.
3, A library and study building, ebout the size of Joslyn Hall
At & university like ours, the students do much studying between
clesses at the University. This is unlike e small college with dormitories
where students go back to their rooms to study. This means that we need
in the library building not only space for books and space for regular
reading reoms where students are consulting books on the reference shelves,

but also & considerable emount of space for between-class study rooms.

Group II Service Buildings for this Next Stage
4, A heating plant
5. A gymesium or field house

This would follow the modern trend of college gymnasiums.



e would probably have two small gymnasiums for corrective gymnasticss
one for men and one for women, end a large open space for exercise dur-
ing cold end rainy weather.

6., A student building

If we can get money for it, I believe that such a building
would be extremely useful. It would include an euditorium, offices for
student activities, such as the newspaper, and quarters for various
student groups. Othor universities find such a building helps greatly
in general student life and that student life is an inteogral part of

oducation. Students learn from each other as well as from the faculty.

Group IXI Additional Buildings in Succeeding Stage, Probably at Least
Ten Years in the Future
7. Separate school of business administration
8. Enlarged and modified engineering shops
9. A service research institute
10. Special building for the college of applicd orts and scionces
These are so far in the future that I believe we neced to think

of them only to provide space available for later development.
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