





“ No, you misjudge them,” said the host. “Itis true no for-
eign enemy has troubled our shores for many years so that
neither women or men could be constantly showing the warlike
patriotism which inspires one to kill enemies. But there is a
loftier patriotism than killing the enemy. It is shown in saving
life. Women excel in this kind of patriotism. Women organize
the corp of army nurses. They lead the Red Cross work. They
go to districts desolated by fire, famine or pestilence. They
rescue, they nurse, they heal. They lead great reforms which
strive to cure the evils which impoverish, debauch and destroy.
At the time of our great fire in 1871 our women were as heroic as

_our men in enduring peril and helping to rebuild thls city.
There are no cowards and traitors here among our women.’

The men from Colorado, Utah and Idaho conferred together
a moment and smiled wisely. One then said, “If the Chicago
Citizen would visit our States and compare the present conditions
with those which existed fifteen years ago, before women voted
he would notice a great moral and civic improvement. It may
be that Chicago women have no interest in civic questions.”

The men from Kansas, Denmark, Ireland and Wales then
joined in. “ These civic questions our own people have decided
were peculiarly in woman’s sphere, and woman’s exercise of
municipal suffrage has been a great benefit to women, to the
State, and to men as well.”

The Average Chicago Citizen again defended, “ Our women
too have been very active in civic matters. Their judgment has
been excellent. Their zeal abundant, and their courage won-
derful, but they seem to have little political influence, and much
of their work goes to waste. Their work during the World’s
Fair was splendid when we men were anxious to show off well,
but they could not keep it up. After the Fair the women could
ot keep thestreets clean, they could not get many public bath
houses or small parks, or enough vacation schools. They let the
teachers become overworked and underpaid. They do not re-
form the bad women fast enough to keep up with the speed with
which men ruin them. With all their apparent devotion to home
and children they could not manage to let the Ormsby quadru-
plets stay with their own mother who for the past six years,
single handed, has struggled to support them. No, the famous
‘quads’ are parted from a mother who could not train and feed
and clothe and keep clean these four babies and the three next
older children. I must admit that our women do not always
~ secure results.”

" The Canadian and the New Zealander explained, “No won-
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