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Thesis

By examining the similarities and differences between
Smith’s slam poetry and oral traditions, this new genre can be
understood in a different context, adding value to slam poetry

despite its operation outside of academy.






‘ISlam poets] are not real writers because they’re not busy
publishing their poems until they disappear, creating a verse to
decorate the parlors of the rich and bloodless” Medina and

Rivera (xix).



Authorship and ldentity





http://youtube.com/v/R_uM2BEHijo




“The storyteller tells from experience-his own or reported by
others-and turns it into the experience of those who are listening

to his tale” -Walter Benjamin (87)








http://youtube.com/v/MdCuBTgbDzg




“When I was slamming, the success of the poem depended
upon the energy I received from the audience. In that way, that
basically helped me create the poem. I would actually add or
subtract words or lines, depending on the vibe I received from

the crowd.”- Smith






Conclusion

«» Hearkens back to oral traditions

“ Similarities between storytellers, performance and

composition, and audience

% Power of the spoken word
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