
Creating an Exhibit



Today

• AB presents own exhibit on the Book of John Mandeville (10 minutes)

• We build our exhibits together:
• Discuss structure
• Create a new exhibit
• Structure the exhibit by adding Pages (= sections)
• Add the summary and a header image
• Build one section:  text block, gallery block, file + text block, ability to omit 

text block
• Outline each section (15 minutes; point-form notes in Omeka pages)
• Choose and add items for each section (15 minutes)
• Any questions?



Structure

• Overview (summary)

• Book

• Author

• Audience

• Tradition

• Subject Matter

Picture your exhibit as a 
museum with several different 
chambers.  Your job is to select 
your items, place them in the 
five chambers, and then wisely 
craft a pathway through your 
museum.



Structure

The 
Book

Genre & Tradition:  
Other Books

Author, Producer, 
Sender

Things:  
Subject Matter, 

Topic, 
Representation

Reader, 
Consumer, 
Recipient



Add an Exhibit:  Plan

• The Exhibit is a narrative pathway through the collection; or, if you will, 
a digital essay based on the items in your collection.  

• First write the prose for your exhibit and decide what items need to 
appear in it.  

• To look pretty in the Exhibit, the items need to have picture or video 
files attached.

• Save your prose in a plain text file.  Put your immortal prose 
somewhere safe.  Omeka Exhibits cannot be exported automatically:  
and if you ever delete yours in error, there is no getting it back.

• Look at other Omeka sites and do a paper mock-up or a Pinterest board 
to work out  how you want your Exhibit to look.  



Add an Exhibit:  Structure

• An Omeka Exhibit has:
• An overview page

• Content pages

• The overview page displays an abstract (summary) of your exhibit

• The content pages display text as well as items (remember, to look 
pretty, the items need to have files attached)

• You get to decide the content and layout of your pages



Add an Exhibit:  Creation

• Go to the Dashboard and click on Exhibits.

• Click Add an Exhibit.



Add an 
Exhibit:  
Metadata

• Every Exhibit has 
metadata.

• Title displays as the 
Exhibits title.  

• Slug forms the URL.

• Description is an 
abstract of the 
Exhibit that appears 
on its first page. 



Add an Exhibit:  
Structure
• The Exhibit consists of Pages.  

• Each Page is a section of your 
Exhibit.

• To build your Exhibit, start 
adding Pages by clicking the Add 
Page green button.



Add an Exhibit:  Pages

• Each Page may consist of multiple 
blocks:
• Text and an item block
• A gallery of items block
• Text block

• To create a new Block, click on the 
desired layout.  This block will be 
added as a section of this page.  
Your page can contain as many 
blocks as you like; you can drag 
them around to rearrange them.



Add an Exhibit:  Blocks

• Once you add a block, enter your 
narrative in the window labelled 
Text.

• Then click on the Add Item 
button to add items that 
illustrate your narrative. 



Add an Exhibit:  Blocks

• Once you have added your 
narrative and selected your 
Items, your block will look like 
this:

• To see what the Page actually 
looks like, select the View Public 
Page button (right side of 
browser, in line with Content).



Add an Exhibit:  Blocks

---- Page Title

---- Narrative

---- Item

---- Exhibit Title



Add an Exhibit:  Overall Design

• In your finished Exhibit, each Page will be a Section of 
the Narrative, illustrated with Items from your digital 
collection.

• You can use and reuse items from your collection in as 
many Exhibits as you wish.



Appearance

• You can customize the 
appearance of your Omeka site 
by configuring its theme (i.e. 
colours, fonts, and layout of the 
site, or even of an individual 
exhibit) and adding a logo 
image.



Appearance

• To configure the theme and add 
a header image to your Omeka 
site, first find or create that 
image.  

• Go to Dashboard

• From the horizontal top menu, 
select Appearance



Appearance

• Choose from the themes 
available.  Your choice of theme 
will determine the fonts, colour 
scheme, and layout of your site 
(or of your exhibit).



Appearance

• To configure your theme or add 
a logo for your site, select 
“Configure Theme.”

• Then add a logo or header 
image, paying attention to file 
size restrictions.

• Save changes.


