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Toronto Public Library Digital Archive



Digital Archives:  Arab Spring

https://archive-it.org/collections/2358
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/c.php?g=31688&p=200748
https://storify.com/acarvin/new-story-2

http://guides.library.cornell.edu/c.php?g=31688&p=200748
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/c.php?g=31688&p=200748
https://storify.com/acarvin/new-story-2


Archives:  Ferguson



Digitized Manuscripts 
(British Library)

Sounds

(British Library)
Social Media

Legal Documents (The 
National Archives, Publin
Record Office, Kew, UK)

Video Footage (Getty 
Images)

Oral Histories (National 
Archives of Singapore)

Books (British Library)

Newspapers (Google 
Newspaper Digitization)



Digital Archive

• Digital records in the archive

• Metadata about the records (data about data, e.g. title, author, date, 
format, etc.)

• Preservation mechanisms for the digital records

• Storytelling platforms 



Omeka

• Omeka = “Wordpress for museums”:
• Free

• Open-source

• Digital collections

• Wide community uptake



Items & 
Collections

Users can curate 
collections of digital 
items

Images Audio Videos

Performances Lesson Plans



Metadata

• Users can create rigorous 
metadata (Dublin Core standard) 
for each item

• Discoverability & interoperability 
with aggregators and library 
catalogues



Preservation

• Via API, can 
programmatically 
import/export collection 
in a variety of standard 
formats (csv, rdf, json)

• Via OAI-PMH, can 
expose metadata for 
harvesting

csv

rdf

json

OAI 
PMH



Storytelling

• Through its Exhibit plugin, 
Omeka lets users tell 
stories with their 
collections.  

• Users can arrange items 
from their collections into 
multimedia essays, using 
the “Lego bricks” of the 
archive to tell stories and 
make arguments.



Examples of Omeka Sites



Gothic Past:  Visual 
Archive of Gothic 
Architecture and 
Sculpture in Ireland

Gothic Past uses material from 
the archival collections of the 
Irish Art Research Centre at 
Trinity College Dublin. 

Project developed by the 
History of Art Department and 
the Library of Trinity College 
Dublin and the Roy Rosenzweig
Center for History and New 
Media at George Mason 
University, Fairfax, Virginia.

http://gothicpast.com/


Gothic Past:  Visual 
Archive of Gothic 
Architecture and 
Sculpture in Ireland

An exhibit in Gothic Past:  
images of mouldings (individual 
collection items) are displayed 
within a narrative (the exhibit). 

http://gothicpast.com/


Europeana Art 
Nouveau 
Exhibition, 
Europeana

URL:  
http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/
exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en

Plugins: Exhibit Builder, Simple 
Pages

http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en


Europeana Art 
Nouveau 
Exhibition, 
Europeana

URL:  
http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/
exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en

Plugins: Exhibit Builder, Simple 
Pages

http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en


The “Themes” are Omeka
exhibits:  narrative pathways 
through the items in the digital 
collection.

Europeana Art 
Nouveau Exhibition, 
Europeana

http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en


Europeana Art 
Nouveau Exhibition, 
Europeana
This is a snippet from an exhibit narrative.  
Each exhibit is made up of items (right), 
whose image appears in the exhibit, and 
whose metadata and detailed information 
can be accessed via the exhibit.

http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en


Europeana
Art 
Nouveau 
Exhibition, 
Europeana

Individual item:  
Hokusai, Iris et 
sauterelle.

Individual item 
metadata includes title, 
creator, description, 
source, rights, etc:  the 
elements of the Dublin 
Core metadata schema.

http://exhibitions.europeana.eu/exhibits/show/art-nouveau-en


A Word Is Born: 
The Life and 
Work of the 
Dictionary of Old 
English 

A Word Is Born showcases 
the life and work of the 
Dictionary of Old English, 
University of Toronto.  



A Word Is Born: 
The Life and 
Work of the 
Dictionary of 
Old English 

Part of an exhibit in A Word 
Is Born:  An interview with 
the Dictionary’s Drafting 
Editors, David and Ian 
McDougall, illustrated by 
photographs from the 
Dictionary’s archives.





https://silveragecomics.omeka.net/



Heroes and Villains: 
Silver Age Comics

Heroes and Villains is a 
digital archive of Silver 
Age superhero comic 
books from J. Murrey
Atkins Library Special 
Collections. Credits:  
Marc Bess, J. Murrey
Atkins Library
Digital Scholarship Lab, 
UNC Charlotte.

http://library.uncc.edu/
http://dsl.uncc.edu/


Omeka’s Building Blocks

• Items (= content of Omeka)

• Metadata (= information about information – Dublin Core metadata 
schema)

• Collections (= a group of items; an item can be in only one collection 
at a time)

• Exhibits (= a narrative woven around some items; an item can be in as 
many exhibits as desired)



Items

• Items are the building 
blocks of Omeka 
collections.  They 
have metadata (Title, 
Description, Source, 
Date, etc.) and may 
have digital files 
attached.



Metadata

• Metadata is structured data about 
data.

• For example, think about your 
library’s online catalogue:  it 
contains the records of books, 
about which it tracks items of 
information such as Author, Title, 
Publisher, Editor, Date.

• The metadata schema that 
underlies Omeka is Dublin Core, a 
basic yet internationally accepted 
metadata schema.



Collections

• Collections are 
logical groupings 
or “folders” of 
Items.  An item 
can be in only 
one Collection at 
a time.

• Click on “Browse 
Collections”



Exhibits

• Exhibits are narratives woven 
around some items, telling their 
story and explaining their 
significance.  An item can be in 
as many exhibits as you, the 
curator, desires.



Heroes and Villains: 
Silver Age Comics
Exhibit:  DC Women of the Silver Age.  The 
exhibit is an Omeka Exhibit, a digital narrative 
showcasing a selection of Items from the 
collection.  Note the exhibit’s structure on 
the left.

https://silveragecomics.omeka.net/exhibits/show/dcwomen


Comic covers 
are individual 
items chosen 
by the 
exhibit’s 
creator.  
Clicking on a 
cover reveals 
each item’s 
metadata.

The exhibit is a 
narrative about the 
historical evolution 
of Wonder Woman.  
Embedded in the 
narrative (left) are 
items from the 
digital collection 
(right).

Heroes and 
Villains: 
Silver Age 
Comics



https://goo.gl/aVm83h


