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Building a Basic Neatline Exhibit
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Introduction

For your assignment, Neatline Exhibits have the following basic building blocks:

a. Records: these can be shapes drawn on the map (lines, polygons), text annotations
placed on the map, links to Omeka items. One record can also have all of the above: it
can have a shape drawn on the map, a text annotation, and a link to an Omeka item
(which item can itself contain images, sound files, videos, text, etc).

b. Widgets: Timeline, Waypoints. Widgets allow another dimension for your records.
That is, the map layer of Neatline “locates” records in place; the Timeline widget
“locates” records on a timeline at the bottom of the map; the Waypoints widget
“locates” records in a narrative context established by headings on the right-hand side
of the exhibit

Building a Basic Neatline Exhibit
Make the Map
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To add an image into Neatline, you must first create an item in Omeka, attach the image file to that
item, and create a Neatline exhibit whose Image Layer is the URL of that image file.

Part I: Create an item in Omeka and attach the image file to that item

1. Inyour Inbox, you should find an email inviting you to our Omeka site:
chauceranditaly.library.utoronto.ca

Click on the link in the email and set up your password.

Login.

Go to your Dashboard: sitename/admin

Add an item in Omeka: Select “Items” from the left-hand vertical menu. Then click on the “Add

vk wnN

an ltem” button (green below).

Add item Browse Items (126 total) Search | +
Dashboard
n."i"-ri:¢"“-"|‘ll Show Details | Search ftems Quick Fiiter 1 of13
Title Creaton Type Dute Added <
Text Sep 8,204
(Private]
Details - Edit - Delate

Text Sep 8.2014

Detals - Edit - Delete

o= 2 fol 26 Bodlea neary Text Sep B,2014
51 £ {Private)
Detais - Edit - Delate

an Library Text Sep 8,2014

- brar Text Sep 8,2014

6. Now you have a new item with empty metadata fields:
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Neatline Time
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Add an Item Search
PALGRe T (tem Type Metadata ‘otaro  Fils Tege Fadora Y i
Dublin Core
The Dublin Core metadata element set is common to all Omeka reccrds, including (ters,
files, and collections. For more information see, bty //dublecare org/documents /dees/ Pubsic Featured
Title A name given to the resource Collection
Add 2 Salect Below
i itemis
Usa HTML
Subject The topic of the resource
"Add [nnd
Use HTML
Desaription An account of the resource
| Add input |

Fill out the fields in accordance with the modified metadata schema received in class (see
Appendix 1).

Click the green “Add Item” button (right-hand side of the screen): this saves the item.

Congratulations: you have your first item.

Add your image file to the new item:

a.

Open the item for editing. Within the item, click on Files:
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Add an Item

ALY [tem Type Metadata Zotero Files Tags Map Fedora Item Relations

Dublin Core

The Dublin Core metadata element set is cornmon to all Omeka records. including items,

files, and collections. For more information see, http://dublincore org/documents/dees/,

Public | Featured

b. Upload your image file:

Add an Item

DublinCore [tem Type Motadats Zotero Tags Map Fedora Item Relations

Files
Add New Files
Public ©| Featured
The maximum file size is 2,048 MB.
Find a File | Browse... | No file selected Collaction

Add Another File

Add Dropbox Files

The Dropbax files directory must be both readable and writable.

c. Save the changes and make the item public
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PILHNSCITN [tom Type Metadata Zotero Files Tags Map Fedors Item Relations

Dublin Core

The Dublin Core metadata element set is common to all Omeka records, including items,

files. and collections. For more infarmation see. http://dublincore.org/docurments /dees/. View Public Page
Title A name given to the resource

Annctation fol. 26v in Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Lyell 34 Public J Featured

Collection

od il john Stow (]

d. Get the file URL:

From within your admin panel, click on Items (left-hand menu). Your new item with its
image thumbnail should appear at the top.

Browse Items (126 total)

W Search Iterns Edit Quick Filter 1 of 13

Crestor Type Date Added <
‘ ) f Bodeiis Text Sep 8, 2014
l\P'v.am

J—..ul.: Edit- Delete

N X v Text Sep 8, 2014
o ol beary MS Tannar 77
*
(Private)

= Details - Edit - Delete

Annotation fol 76vin Oxford Bodisian Library Text Sep B, 2014

MS Lyel 34 |Private)
Detalls - Edit - Delete

Click on the item. This should display your item with its image file and its metadata, just
as you entered them. Click on the image thumbnail.
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Item #345: "Annotation fol. 7r in Oxfor...

View Public Page

oy (PRS- —
Title Annotation fol. 7r in Oxford, Bodleian Library MS Lyell 34
Date 16th century Public: No Featured: No
Relation Oxford, Bocdleian Library MS Lyell 34 Collection
Spatial Coverage Tr

Oxford, Bocteian Library 7r File Metadata

.

MS Lyell 34

Direct Links

.
.
. unbral
.

quare | hamt

Click on the thumbnail again, until you get the full-sized file:
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11 Doy - stearciiabolinies,,, ¥ 3e00ecE 0800I (BN TH 759 OGHec39CIS5R2MIF60NT, » | +
< vod) vl D B0rse D1 ey ATCPGrR0 Lo/ D) vyt £ 3 0Gec i M) eOdC TIRD0 76 TE04E540 400 'u
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Copy the file URL and save it.

Part ll: Create a Neatline exhibit whose Image Layer is the URL of that image file

1. Go to your Dashboard. From the left vertical menu, click on Neatline. Then click on Create An
Exhibit.
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Welcome, Al

Add T Neatline | Browse Exhibits

Bashboard

‘ﬁ z :u‘li" .‘"‘

Exhibit = Created = # lems Public
Sep 8, 204 1 No

Public View - Fullscreen View - Exhibit Settings - Import [tems - Delets

Made Space Augi3. 2014 2 No

Fullscresn View - Exhibit Settings - Import ltems - Delsts

Public

Jun 9,2004 12 Ne

Public View - Fullscreen View - Exhibet Sett ngs  Import items Delots

wered Dy ,.-..A.v' ocumentaton | e F Y \,ngonl]-‘[ 1em Informatic
Neatline

Neatline Time

2. Now you have an exhibit underway:

Neatline | Create an Exhibit Sewch | +

Title™ A top-laval heading for the exhibit, dsplayed i the page header
n the public view for the exhibit

Derno

URL Slug™ A unigque string used 10 form the public-facing URL for the
exhibit. Can contain letsers, nrumbers. and hyphans.

demo
Nasrative A long-format prose narative to accompany exhiba.
@ @ E « e - =
S8 =9 8 8w
B IS L |k = ”
Naatline Stytes tanmal ?

Neatlme Time
Demo prose gomg on loraver

QAI-PMH
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3. Add metadata: title, url slug (a shorter version of the title that will appear in the exhibit’s URLs),
and narrative. Leave most fields below blank, with two exceptions. First, select OpenStreetMap
as your default spatial layer. Second, add the URL of your image file in the Image Layer field:

Image Layer

web-accessible location of the image.

4, Save the Neatline exhibit.

To use a static image as the base layer of the exhibit, enter the

5. Congratulations. Your first Neatline exhibit is now ready for annotation. To add basic
annotations, click on the exhibit’s title.
Neatline | Browse Exhibits Search 4
Exhibye Crosted < # |teern Pubie
Dy Sep 17,2014 Q0 No
Pubslic View - Fullscreen View - Exhibit Settings - import Jtems - Delete
Sep 8, 2014 1 Ne
Public View - Fullstresn View - Exhibit Settings - mpart Iteems - Delete
\ap i & Aug 13, 2014 . No
Pubi e Ridlsoeen Vie hibx 25 + import herrs « Delete
|un 9, 2004 12 No
Publ ew + Fudiscreen View - Exhibz Settirgs « import Items « Delote
Powered t - eritaticn | 54 Version 21.4 | Syszem Inforrratios

You find yourself here:
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I s sreammtarive

»

B

To centre the image, click the little earth icon:

+

&

Use the + and — buttons to zoom in and out. Once you have found a zoom and focus you like, set these
as the default way your static image will be displayed:

Click on “Styles.” Then click “Use Current Viewport as Default” (just above Save button). Then Save.

10
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«— Back to Omeka

The Paradise Project

= Records JReIWVEM Plugins ~

Stylesheet

Default Map Focus

1379,1108.25

Default Map Zoom

1
Seeds from Paradise g

Use Current Viewport as Default

. H

1. Create an item containing the static image that will serve as the basis of your exhibit.

2. Create a new Neatline Exhibit. Add the static image as the base layer.
3. Decide how you want the static image to display: zoom level, specific part of the image.

Make the Timeline
1. Return to your Neatline Exhibit Settings. Enable the widgets you want to use: Timeline,

Waypoints. Save the Exhibit!

11



Alexandra Bolintineanu
Documentation developed for Chaucer in Italy (Omeka/Neatline Workshops)

Exhibit = Created < # Iterms Public
Sep 8. 204 2 No
Public View - Fullscreen View - Exhibit Settings - import itarms - Delete
n 9, 2014 10 Yes

Public View - Fullscreen View - Exhibit Setungs - import items - Detets

Porered bry Omeka | Documentation | Support Forums Version 2.1.4 | System Informatior

Select the user-interface widgets available in the exhibit.

SIMILE Timeline % | Waypoints X

2. If you are working with a Timeline, establish its settings: what year you want to see when
the timeline opens, what kind of interval (hours, minutes, millennia etc.) you want to deal
with.

Click on your Exhibit title:

12
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Exhiba Craated < # terms Public

Sep 8.2014 2 o

Public View - Fullscreen View - Exhibit Settings - Import ltems - Detets

s Project jun9, 2014 10 Yas

Public View - Fullscreen View - Exhibit 'f.ag'.".nE; « Import ltems - Delste

Fowerd by Omela | Docamentation | Support Forums Version 21.4 | Systam info

Lxhibats

Map

Neatline

Inside your Neatline Exhibit, go to Plugins—> Simile Timeline:

13
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+— Back to Omeka

The Paradise Project

£*Styles  Plugins ~

SIMILE Timeline

Search

Waypoints

Ik New Record

Chapters in The Book of Jjohn
Mandeville

Earthly Paradise About Paradise | would
not know how to speak to you properly,
for | was not so far forward, because...

False Paradise: Garden of
Catholonabeus There used to be a rich
man there, not very long ago, who was
called Catholonabeus, who was very...

River from Paradise bears jewels into

C OSEREPURGE 2 N2 BUENCEE SR IS . s

11

Then set the starting date of your timeline (i.e. what appears at the bottom when you first

open your exhibit) and the interval (i.e. days, years, centuries, etc.):

14
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+

— Back to Omeka

The Paradise Project

i=Records ¥ Styles

SIMILE Timeline
Default Date
Waypoints
0005
Interval Unit

Year B

Interval Pixels

100

Track Height
30

Tape Height
10

More details on Timeline can be found in Neatline’s own documentation:

http://docs.neatline.org/working-with-the-simile-timeline-widget.html

Make Records for Your Exhibit (i.e. map annotations, timeline events)

For each Record, you can:

Make the Record
Click on Records—>New Record; type in relevant metadata for the Record; and Save Record.

15
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The Paradise Project

E=iRO el £ Styles  Pluging -

B New Record

Sample Record

Sltem @ Map

£ Style
Text Description

Slug ?

sample-record

Title (Edit HTML) ?

Sample Record

Body ( Edit HTML) ?

This is a sample record.|

+
%]
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Seeds from Paradise grow in

16
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Place the Record on the Map, by drawing your own shapes if desired.
Clear the shapes by clicking “Clear All Geometry,” below. Remember to Save!

Sample Record

AText & Item

£ Style -

Drawing Tools

@ Navigate ?
) Draw Point ?

(©) Draw Line?

T

@) Draw Polygon ?

(©) Draw Regular Polygon ?

3 Sides ?

15 | Snap Angle ?

[C] Irregular? ?
@ Draw SVG ( Enter Markup ) ?
(C) Modify Shape ?
) Rotate Shape ?

() Resize Shape ?
) Drag Shape ?
(*) Delete Shape ?

3 ,-'l‘v ~:‘ ’ 1" R 2 (‘l ; ‘.
Clear all Geometry g Seeds from Paradise grow into (
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Place the Record on the Timeline, if desired:

a.
b.
C.

Click “Style”

Add “Simile Timeline” to the “Widgets” box

Enter “Start Date” (in YYYY format). This makes your record a point on the Timeline, at
Start Date.

Enter “End Date” (in YYYY format). This makes your record a span on the Timeline,
beginning at Start Date and ending at End Date. If the two dates are the same, your
event won’t show up.

Save.

AText $Slitem @Map
£ Style

Groups

+
@

11

Tags?

Widgets ?

[% SIMILE Timeline |

Presenter ?

Static Riihhle B

Colors

Fill Color ?
N

Fill Color (Selected) ?
N

Stroke Color ?
-

Stroke Color (Selected) ?

L

Seeds from Paradise grow into Christ's Cross.

18
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Dates

Start Date ?

End Date ?

Link the Record to an Omeka item.

Click “Item,” then “Search Omeka Items.” Select the Omeka Item you want. (This item must already
exist in your Omeka Collection.)

Sample Record

A Text @ Map

O Style

Link to Omeka

I "
Project Paradise Pedagogy -
Earthly Paradise

False Paradise: Garden of
Gathalonabes

River from Paradise in Prester
John's kingdom

Lignum aloes from Paradise at
Great Chan's court

Fountain of youth
Rivers from Paradise: Physon or
Ganges

Rivers from Paradise: Gihon or
= b
TIIOIVILUE! KEYVRUT OIS, WNIOE S TUer

Is selected, the metadata output
will be previewed in this space.

Seeds from Paradise grov

19
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“Style” the Record: Determine How It Displays on Map and Timeline

Decide on the zoom level and portion of the map you want to show when that record is clicked.

Using your map, navigate and zoom to find the right display.

@

Then go to the left-hand editing pane and scroll allllll the way down, to the Visibility section. Click “Use
Current Viewport as Default.”

Visibility

Min Zoom ( Use Current ) ?
Max Zoom ( Use Current) ?
Default Focus ?
Default Zoom ?

Use Current Viewport as Default | 7

P 6o

Decide on your record’s colour and on any graphics you want to display at that point.
For example, if you are tracing the travels of two different writers across Europe, you can use red for the
points belonging to Dante and green for the points belonging to Chaucer (See Style> Colors). Or you

20
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can mark some points with a little graphic image (e.g. Travelling Chaucer) (See Style>Imagery: enter
the URL of the image under “Point Image”).

Further Reading
1. Neatline Demos: Beautiful Neatline Exhibits
http://neatline.org/demos/
2. Neatline Documentation:
General: http://docs.neatline.org

Timeline: http://docs.neatline.org/working-with-the-simile-timeline-widget.html

Waypoints: http://docs.neatline.org/working-with-the-waypoints-plugin.html

3. Alexandra’s Stuff:
Project Paradise: http://medievalparadise.library.utoronto.ca/neatline/show/project-paradise

Email: alexandrabolintineanu@gmail.com

Office: Lillian Massey Hall (across from ROM), Room 314A
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