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December 4, 1975

Judge W. Arthur Garrity
Federal Court House
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:

The enclosed article appeared in the Washington Star on
December 2nd. I do not know you but have a great deal of respect
and admiration for Mary McGory and her ability to recognize and
put in proper prospective the crucial decisions of the times.

Having lived here in Washington, D.C. for fifteen years and
observing the changes that have taken place because a few people
had enough guts to stand up for what is right, I commend you for
your tenasity and legal judgment. Your quote that Ms. McGory
carried in her column is so to the point.

That fact alone indicates to me that the demonstrations in the
main are of a racist motivation, not only in Boston but elsewhere
also.

May your decisions and foresightedness be as rewarding to you
as they are to we who believe that quality education includes knowing
one's fellow man and that this must be accomplished despite the biases
of a few.

Sincerely,
-

Daniel S. Bedell
Legislative Representative
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( gliness in Boston

ocuses on Garrity

BOSTO\' The Federal judge who
made the BRoston school desegreza-
tion decision and wrote the 1
plans came into the courtroom at a
clip and bounded up the steps to the
bench.

Arthur Garrity Jr. is hated in
South Boston — not so much as Teddy
Kennedy, “who’s one of us and should
know better.”” But hated enough to
have his name chalked on G Street

eet

with an expletive, right beside a lamp-
post which has “NIGGER" painted in
black down its length. And hated
enough to be guarded around the
clock, at home and at work.

His honor is tall, lean, balding. He
has a benevolent and alert expres-
sion. With the lawyers arguing on
both sides of the question of whether
to ciocse down South Boston Hig
School, he was humorous, pleas
and conversational, obviously no
courtroom miartinet.

**He doesn’t seem like a Hitler,”
said a South Boston matron, who
spends her days manning the tele-
phones at the Netghborhood Informa-
tion Center, which fires the resist-
ance. ‘‘He’s 1ust cut of touch.”

BUT THE JUDGE seems to be
entirely in touch with the ugliness at
South Boston Heights and to under-
stand the depth and the source of the
working-ciass rage he has unleached
in a community that the inhabitants
regard as a paradise to which no
strangers should be admitted.

Young Eric Van Loon, the lawyer
representing the black pdrents and
s students who want the school doors
closed, told the judge that if the
situation outside is better — last
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