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Out of the Trenches for Christmas

WO long years have passed
since the good ship Oscar 11,

with the flag of peace nailed

to the mast, satled for the
theatre of war, with the avowed mis-
sion of getting the boys out of the
trenches by Christmas of 1916. But
its faith i Teutonkind was ms-
placed, its hope for the dawning of
a millennial day was premature, and
the misguided charity which 1t ex-
tended to a brutal and arrogant na-
tion was rejected with scorn. It
was not thus that the German beast
was to be tamed, for the old message
of “Peace upon earth, good will to
men” had long been forgotten by the
worshippers at the shrine of Fright-
fulness and Terrorism. Another
sort of slup must set sail, and many
of them, before the hight of justice
could penetrate the darkness of
Prussian. outlawry.  They who
rurned a deaf ear to the cooing of
the dove, paled and trembled in
fright upon hearing the song of the
cawed-off shotgun, “lforce to the

atmost, force without stint or himi\ G
was the only language they
|-

anderstand.  Their boasted ‘{l
ensturm” dashed madly mly
upon the rocks of the unied com-
mand under Foch, and when their
blackened souls at last realized that
the good old German Gott had for-
saken them, they screamed for
mercy from those to whom they had
shown nothing but savagery.

But the boys are out of the
trenches now, and are gaily march-
ing toward that chain of forts which
cpnarded Germany’s cherished pos-
westons.  “Die Wacht am Rhein”
will henceforth be sung in the lingo
of the Yanks, and the watch will not
he kept by th.ose‘ who h:nze befouled
their most precious heritage, who
have exalted hate and murder and
rapine under t.h_e name of Kuluur,
and for gcne_ratmns havg been apt

pu[,ug n intrigue, hypocrisy, treach-

ory and licentiousness. The whole
world could not be wrong and Ger-

many alone right, and when the fate-
ful day came, not “Der Tag"” of
which the Kaiser's cohorts dreamed
but the day nght triumphed over
might, the immense empire, which
was founded upon the sands ot de-
ceit and trickery, collapsed like a
house of cards.

It 1s always easier to destroy than
to rebuild. Our g reconstructive
problems are before us.

very far away. lhey, nor the par-
tisans at home, thought i1t possible
to achieve so smashmg and complete

a victory in sg short a time. Hence
the spoilsm *écre silent, seeing no
prospect &poila to divide. And
NoOw tlﬁ ¢ have reached the goal

vith victory for which we

of pa
hs% sfriven, we must carry out the
(

oise we have made to a dis-

cted world, not to seize for our-

Never cai
the world be just the same after delves any territory, or to permit any
i

scars of the frightful conflic
imvolved twenty-seven natio
nearly a billion people., T

three nations of the Al 'éh
side by side, some of
than four years, een drawn
closer together hyﬁ onds of mu-

tual suffering r a righteous cause.
Petty diffey® have been wiped

out, andenatigfal lines are not now

and
enty-
hting
for more

so shar drawn. A reorganized
world t ensue, wherein the rights
of aN even the smallest of the na-
LS

ust be protected, and the way
open for the fair adjustment of
1y differences that may arise in the
future. All of these things are very
clearly outlmed m the fourteen
points enunciated by the President.
Although these suggested fourteen
principles were promulgated by the
President last January as being the
sole aims and ideals of the United
States and the Alhes in the present
conflict, no dissent was heard either
at home or abroad for eight months.
They were accepted in principle by
all parties concerned, and finally by
Germany herself. The belated criti-
cisms which have arisen, may be said
to be due to two causes. First, when
a political campaign began to agitate
the clectorate on this side, prominent
politicians of the trouble-making va-
riety suddenly discovered that it
would never do to let Wilson dictate
the terms of peace. Second, there
was no disposition among any of
the Allies to quarrel with our terms,
when a complete and just peace
seemed so much of a dream and so

1cht other to do so.

It 1s rather sigmificant that only
two of the fourteen points have been
seriously questioned, At home some
of the chief obstructionists toward
the war programme are now trying
to disrupt the proposition of a league
of nations suggested in the final
clause. ‘They were pacifists before
and during the war; now that there
1s a prospect of universal peace, they
would have us withdraw our support
from a league which would enforce
that very thing. Now they would
arm to the teeth and defy the world,
and like the ex-Kaiser deal with our
solemnly expressed obligations as
“scraps of paper.” This may or
may not be a form of Prussian
propaganda, but it has all its ear-
marks. The other protest came from
the Allies, no doubt influenced by
IEngland, against what they know
will be our attitude on the second
paragraph pledging the “freedom of i
the seas” to all nations alike. This
freedom must and shall not be Brit-
ish, or German, or even America
if we would avoid future conflict.

The principle for which the United
States has always stood must be
written into the new International .
law, and that is that

-

Milita ism must ig4;a. that uflllth‘-"nu
equally with that of the land, or
o e S
_]E:nhnf world unity so nobly uphels
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from the printers, m@ i
its pages are still uncut ang cad.
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To read its mystic pages
forego the pleasures Qﬂw trans-
continental fliers, and ex] rience the
olaring sands of New Mexico and
Arizona. Barely fifteen miles from
the steel glistening rails of the twen-
tieth century, as.our standard of
measurement goes, yet remote from
them as the antipodes, are a peo-
ple whose history probably antedates
the fondest conjectures of our arche-
ologists. To see for the first time
the wonderful cliffs of Acoma, r15-
mg in many strange formations
irom the level of the surrounding
plains, overtopped with a canopy of
the rarest blue, brings to mind many
of the impossible tales of imagina-
tive fiction, intensified and thnlling,
almost beyond the comprehension of

modern minds.
Aco is the Indian name for white

rock, and their name for the Pueblo,

Acoma, means the “people of the
A M . A
white rvoolk! Acoma, as W 1S Now

Note the Hive-shaped Bake

Made it
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ound. Only the Eloquence of our

Picture

q monument of

d. 18
a5 taken thousands of
The top of
dred and sixty
ty acres in
it has the

generally calle
erosion, that h
centuries to complete.
the Mesa is three hun
feet high and some sever

extent, From a distance

appearance of a gigantic altar of
rock, and upon it seven thousand
feet above se€a level live the de-

cendants of the mosl ancient dwell-

ers in America.

Within three miles of this sky city
'« the Mesa Encantada (The En-
chanted Mesa), a monolithic splen-
dor. five hundred feet n height and
perhaps a thousand in diameter.
This was the original location of
their city, and the legends about 1t
are full of mystery and romance,
vividly colored by centuries of repe-
ttion.  When the Enchanted Mesa
was the home of these peaple, it had
a single very difficult trail by which
+o symmit could be reached, making
it an impregnable fortress. Accord-
ing to legend, a terrific earthquake
shook the whole world, and razed
the only trail, while all the men folks

*::cere_ hunting, and the women work-
ng m the fields of the valley below.
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some of These Houses Are Built on
the Very Brink of the Abyss and Have
Been Occupiled for Hundreds of Years,
Their Ancient Customs Still Prevail,

the Most Weird of Which i1s the Snake
Dance

Only a few children and old women
were left on top, to die from star-
vation ; for they could not be res-
cued. On stormy mghts, the wailings
and moanimgs of these unfortunate
heople can still be heard. They are,

doubt, due to the strange rock
ormations agamst which the winds

- blowing, but the Indians believe
hem to be the spirits ot the de-
arted.

For many years it has been a ques- @

qon of debate by archeologists as
whether the top ever had bee -
habited, but the question wasySglved
whin a Professor from tihaSmith-
soman University made the perilous
ascent, and found many broken
picces of ancient pottery on its sum-
mit.  1To be acquamted with the
coends of these people, and then
view the strange structures that are
their homes, to see the people them-
selves, to breathe their atmosphere,
seems to place one in an unknown
world, an existence in a re-incarna-
tiomn,

The houses are three-storied af-
fairs of sunbaked clay; from the
iront they look like three giant steps.
A few of them have been modern-
ized by having doors cut into them
at the ground level, but most of them
«fill use the ancient method of en-
trance, a ladder that leads to the
top of each step, where an opening

\{d.:n: 2

Dwellers of the White Rock [ 3

m the ceiling, just large enough for
a person to crawl through, is the
main entrance. A visitor would lit-
erally have to “drop in on his host”
in Acoma land. "This same system
18 also used at Taos, the home of
America's first apartment house. In-
stead of three stories, however,
these houses have hve great pyra-
mids of adobe brick, each structure
housing a community.

Striking as their homes may seem
to us, their conventions and cos-
tumes are even more so. Everything
that we look upon bespeaks an-
tiquity, yet woman suffrage, an
achievement still 1n  its infancy
among her modern sisters, has flour-
ished here for centuries, and to an
extent that would make Mrs. Pank-
hurst envious. The Acoma woman
15§ the mast of her house; she
owns 1t gx'ur}'thing within 1t.
marries, the bridegroom

1;11-«;(*5@ name. and the children
lil-:rr@'. She 1s the boss., 1f her
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Stairs Leading to the Acoma Indian Stronghold on the Top of the Plateau
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cter. When it 1€/ hot she spreads
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At All Times O?SHE.'I' Mate by Placing his

Door, whereupon

When She Marries,

ca.
the Household, She

Gets rid 0
O s he Cannot Enter

Instead of the heated rock
lished steel plate with
its gas burners O electric coils be-
~eath. he pours on his batter, and
' a few moments W€ have the pan-
cake  Centuries of time lay between
the heated stone and the electric
hut the principle has not

jacks.
he uses the po

plate
changed.
And thus
olimpse of Amer
tants in their™ presen

ng.

Acoma gives us 4
~a's earliest inhabi-
t-day surround-
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