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Py A PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISEHMENT OF A

PARENT-TEACHER LEADERSHIP FROGRAM AT NOBRTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

The fellowing proposcl for cocperation betwaen Forthweatern
University and the Fetional Congress of Forents and Teachers atems from
an oppreciation of the fect that auch cooperation coan result In very
grotifying mutuel achievement in & field of great concern to Doth orgeni-
zations, Lenderahip 1n developing relaticnshipe totwesn home end school
which will be of mayimm benefit to children is not only obvioualy desir-
nkle but o recognized need in the education profeasion. By ccoperation
in o progrom such &8 18 auggeated below, Northweatern University and the
Notionel Congress of Parcnts and Teschors cin contritute significantly
ta this neod.

Nerthwestern University 1a estoblishing = coordinated childhood
sducation progrom, This program of training and rescoreh coordinetes
all the University faeilitice concermed with the verious phases of
childhood educntion., Hesources are comploto with the one exception of
spocinlizod facilities for the eduention of parents. Eecnuse this
resource is lacking, the University turns to the Notionnl Congraeas of
Porerts ond Teachera for thelr cooperaticn ond assistonce.

THE PARENT-TEACHER LEADERSHIF FROGRAM

The progrom in parent-teacher leadership which Horthwestern Univer-
gity envisagos includes those netivitics:

I. Training

A program of training in parent-teacher lecderahip will be mode o
port of the regalsr curriculum of the School of Bducation se thot it will
be available during the emtire year to all intercstsd persons. This pro-
gram will be an exponsion of the Summer Workshop which the Unlversity mow
conducte in cooperntion with the Notionsl Congross. Its cim will be to
make students more familiny with the prosent dny orgenirction of the
nome-gchool movement, 1ts progrom of projects ond activitics, ond its
{mplicnticns for educntion today and tomorrow, nnd to train thom in the
teehniques of effcctive heme-school relotionshipa.

The sducational progrom oa planned will be meinly on tha gradunte
lowal. Ite primory saim will be to ronch perscno in colleges, univeralties,
and teacher-training instituticns who cre engaged in the curriculum field
or in the instruction of tcachers, in the hope that thoss men ond womon
will go back ond incorporante into thelr own tonching progrims pome die-
cusaiens of the problems, techniques, and projoecta of the parent-toasher
movement.

The training progrom will alse be offered for pchogl cxceutives end
guporvisory perconncl, cloasroom tenchera, nnd apecinl teochers such as
sehool poychologiste and tceachers of epeclal children.



It 1o hoped that eventunlly workshops can he set up at Herthwoetern
to which lenders from locel P.T.A. gmoups can come for a few wecka of
intengive training in techniques of parent-teacher relationshipa ond for
gonoral background in the whole field of child development and othar
interesta ineluded in the progrom of the Notionel Congreas.

II. Leadership

Londership and guidence will be provided by the University in bringing
obout more effective homo-school relationships end in solving some of the
protlems which often retord such relations. Demonstrations of techniques
of working with parents, dosigned to promote better undoratanding botwoen
home end school, will also be provided,

ITT, BEeaocnrch

Rescorch will be conductod in probloma of child development, partieu-
1arly ot the pre-school level. Also to be studled ore technigues of home-
achool roletionshipa ond other questions of Joint intercet to the University
and the Hotionnl Congresa.

v, Puh}ignhiun af Mrtorials

Study meteriols will be prepered and resenrch findings published in
eooperation with, and for the use of, the Naticnol Congresa. Conversely,
the Universlty will moke profitatle use of some of tho publicatlons
developod over tho yeors by the Nationnl Congroso.

FACTLITIES NOW AVAILAELE AT NCRTHWESTERN

To corry on research and training in all aspecte of child development
and fomily living, Northwestern University can draw on an arroy of oxportd
¥nowledge, professionnl experience, clinicnl focilitice, and spoclalized
equipment in ita wvarious schools and depertmenta which would be difficult
to duplicote elsewheors. Moroover, the reacurcces of all the departments
having to do with the wolfare of children have becn closely intogratod
through o ecoordinated progrem in child development which this faoll will
be put into operntion in the tranining of echool peychologlata and apecial
tenchers. All the moechinory of this integroted sot-up will be nwallable
to carry on the now program in home-school relaticnships.

Some of the resourcce whieh will bo mest valuoble In cchieving the
mitunl objectivea of the University ond the Notional Congress ore:



School of Fducntlon

Specialistas fn nll pheses of child development snd odueation, smong
thom

Dr, J, M, Hughos, Dean, specislliat in adminlgtrative problems

Dr. E. T. MoBwnin, Frofessor of Elementary Educntion, specialist in
the flelds of child dovelopmont and mothcmotico

Dr. Keorl Robinscn, Asssclate Profesacr of Speoch Edueation, specicliaot
in speech dovelopment of children

Dr. Violn Themon, Assoclate Professor of Elcmantary Educnotion, specialist
in the ficlda of child development, nurgory education, ond lengunge nrias

Dr. Prul Witty, Director of the Paycho-Zduecntionzl Clinie, Frofessor of

Elomentary Fducotion, nntionally known for hia work in the ficlds of
children's resding problems, mental hygicne, and child devolopment

Dopartment of Paychology

Specialists in the fields of child devclopment, child paychology, mental
hygiono, tosting and menaurement, cducation of the mantally and physically
handicepped, behovior disorders, among them

Dr. Donald Lindslcy, Frofceacr of Paychology, speeinliot in the
paychology of the hendicnpped child

Dr. Robert Scashoro, Chairman and Professcr of Faychelogy, spocinlist
in child paychology, measurcment of individual difforonces, oto.

Dopartment of Scciology

Spocinlista in spcinl sapects of children's bebavior problems, Juvenlle
delinguoncy, child welfare ogoncica

School of Madicine

Staff of the Deportment of Pedintrics and ite effilicted Children'a
Clinics, including mony well-known gpocialiste in nll sspeots of chilld
honlth, nutritisn, grovih ond dovolepmont, enrs of the handicapped, child
poychiatry, ote, (Dr. Stomley Giteson, Chairmen, Department of FPedistricas,
and Directer of Children's Meporisl Hogpital, and ataff)

Also, spoeinlists fIn sgcinl hygiono nnd pex cducotion, including
Ir, Pertha Shefor, hssistant Profesecr of Dermatology



Dantal Sehool

Specialists in pedodontis and dentel health of children, including
Dr. George Teuscher, Asscclate Profeasor of Pedodentla; facilities of the
Children'a Clinic of the Dentel Scheol

School of Speach

Specialists in speech training and re-tralning, work with hard-cf-
hearing children, creative dramatica and story-telling, ameng them

Dr. Baymond Caerhert, Profesascr of Audlology

Dr. Clarence Simon, Prefessor of Speech Correction end Director of
the Speech-Hearing Clinic

Winifred Werd, Assistant Frofesgor of Dramatic Produetion, Director
of the Children's Theater

Dr. Harold Weatlake, Asslstent Frofessor of Audlology

Department of Home Economics

Spesialiate in nutrition and child care, home management and fomily
relationships, family finance (Dr. Buth Pende, Chaiymen of the Department
of Home Economice, and staff)

ochool of Law

Specialists in government and public servics, femily law, legislative
proceagses, =2to.

Schoal of Music

Specinlists in the musical development of children (Da. Futh Wyatt,
Aasistant Profeesor of Mugic)

Dopartment of Physical Educaticon

Specinlists in recreation, pleyground sctivitles, hygisns, and physical
development of children



Clinice and Other Laboratory Facilities

Horthwastern University maintains a number of clinica which will be
of wpe in the progrem of parent-teacher lesadership, including:

1} The Montgomery Werd Children's Clinlc maintsined Ty the Medical Schoo!
2% The Children's Clinic of the Northwestern Dental School

3} The Paycho-Educationsal Clinie in the School of Edugation, directed
ty Dr. Peul Witty, which speclalizes in vending end perscnality
problems

4) The Speoch-Hearing Clinic conducted by the School of Speech

While the School of Education does not operate & laberatory school,
it hea mccess to the public schools of Evanston nnd other North 3hore
communities for practice teaching snd ressarch. It also hos seceoes to
the facilities of the followlng agencies for observetion nnd study: The
Evenston Cradlo; the Spelding School for Crippled Children, in Chicogo;
the Monteficre Scheol in Chicago (for delinguents); the Sight-3aving Cless
of District 75, Evonston,

Tn £111 the chief gap still remeining in its leboratory facllitios,
Northweatern thils fell is cetablishing a nursery school in cocperntion with
Diatrict 76 in Evenaton, to be located in Nichols School. This achool will
provide opportunities for the study of o wide voriety of problems in the
pre-school prec--cne which hzs been largely nogleeted, but which ia of
grent impordonce in the porent-sducotion program,. It will offer opportun-
ities for practienl experience to studenta cpeelellzing in nurssry school
education, and will alsc sorve as a laborctory for developing and demon-
stroting technigues in parent-schoel releticnshlps. By eatablishing the
mirasry school in cooperation with the public school system of Evanston,
Northwoastorn hopos to prove the feasibility of putlicly supported nursory
schonls end to demonstrate how such o school ahould be operated.

WHAT IS HEEDED TO CARRY ON
THE PARENT-TEACHER LEADERSHIF FROGRAM

What is needed to put all thess rich rescurces to work in & more
oxtongive program of parent-teachor leadership ot Northwestern, s outb-
lined ssrlier in this discussion, 1s the appointment of 2 man who will
devoto full time to the fleld of paront educotion and home-school
rolationships.

The School of Education st present dees not hove on 1ts staff &
person with the time to direct this work, nor docs 1t have ayalilable
the funds to hire an additional foneuwlty member. Thot is why it will
weleome the cooperation of tho Netional Congress of Paronta and Teachers
in implementing this project.



3) As an institution of national fame, Northwestern attracts superlor
students smd glves them gupericr training. GUraduates ol the School of
Zducation usually ssswume poaiticns of leadership in their schools and
comeunities.

4} Horthwestern hss mlready had scme experience in the field of
heme=school relatisnships, threugh the Summer Workshop conductsd 2a a
joint enterprise of the Naticnal Congress mnd the Unlversity. School
people and lay lesders in this field have learned to loock to Northwestemn
for leadership.

This presentation has tried te point out soms of the waye in which
Northweatern Univeraity might be of service in helping to attain the
objestives and carry out the program of the Hational Congress of Farents
and Tenchers. The program as outlined will benefit the Congreas by pro-
viding a nationzl training center on the graduate level to which people
from 01l parts of the country can come for training, hy providing & source
of otimulation for all papecta of 1te sotivities, ond by disseminating
more widely the philesophy of the parent-tencher movement. It will help
the University ty making possitle mors complete end effective training of
tezchors to meet nll the practiczal problems with which thsy must deal In
their work, Put even mere importont--it will bensfit those whose welfarse
1a closest to the heart of both the Congress ond the Univeraity--the
children and youth of Amerien.



