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Making Memphians "beauty-conscious'...
a year round job

The success of a city-wide program of -
cleanliness and beautification depends ulti-
mately on the response of the individual
citizen. In a sense, the City Beautiful Com-
mission is the “spear-head”—arousing citi-
gens and spurring them on to greater
efforte. To awaken Memphians to their re-
sponsbilines, the City Beautiful Commis.
sion throws a spotlight on its activities via

such ctyv-wide events ns the selection of pexony ¥ : i .. R
“Mizz City Beautiful” dunng the annual ¢ DRl ¥ e

Cleanup Campaign. The selection of this
personable young lady and her subsequent
trip. to the nation’s capitol are reco
fully in the local newspapers and serve to
dramatize the work of the Commission.
Another Commission program of wide
civie interest B the annual Outdoor Christ-
mas Lights competition. This event encour-
ages the use of outdoor trees for decoration

Miss City Beautiful—shown here cutting the and helps conserve evergreens. At the same Visitars to the Mid-South Fair learn of Com-
ribbon at the opening of a new store—helps time, it makes Memphis a city of sparkling mussion activities af the City Beautifud Com-
dramatize the work of the Uommission, lights during the hl'.llll-rErl}'B-. Awards are Hi.‘-'l!'l'l mission ool

for commercial, institutional, residential
and community lighting on the basis of
theme and originality, general appearance
and effectiveness of lighting. The contest,
hold in cooperation with one of the loeal
newspapers, has attracted considerable fa-
vorable attention not only from Mem-
phians, but from holiday visitors to the
city, many of whom stop over just to view
the spectacular lighting displays.

Memphians of all ages enjoy the big
E;m_'ﬂfl{' that climaxes the annual Clean-Up,

nint-Up, Fix-Up campaign. Thiz mile-lon
parade down Main Street presents the gﬂ-uj
work of Dr. CaPuFu, {Clean-Up, Paint-Up,
Fix-Up) in the form of colorful floats rep-
resenting all participating agencies.

To encourage cleanliness, the Commission
offers a special service to citizens st no
extra cost to the taxpaver. Special pickups
of brush, trash, leaves and grass are made
when mequisted by telephone. This is in

: ddition to regular garbage and trash pick- . : ; : '
Higminated displavs ke this one maoke Mem- S : 3 t, All Memphis turns out for the mile-long
.I'"I“'-* a fairylond during the Commission- ups, and it helps to cut down on fall fires. Clean-Up parade, a highlight of the annual
.;:pr_.n.!.un'.l;f ﬂjq!ﬂ'm}!‘ L hrislmas .I'.|,_-.I:rn OO - er'l'H'I-f.-.p 'IIF:"IIH.I'H:H.
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Cleanliness:
"I'i"ith the zeal of a huu._ni.{nmhu i

on
cleaning,” the City Beautiful .
m wages a aﬁﬁ*ﬂlj’_-l.-}'ﬂﬂl.lr umplir;n

and in the u&mmn%

are vely painted are maintai

by the Sanitation Depertr -
Each year the kicks off the

“spn '—but more t, the
TR
bar oly _unlnil_n- ool children

oly participate,

In cooperation with the Health Depart-
ment, the Commission makes an annual
house-to-house inspection of garbage cans,

Commission makes an annual sur-
vey of commercial and industrial v
and fulﬁ::it n‘ﬂ mﬁu ﬁmm@utium}z}
merit are awarded I:rhm E}um rlli:ﬂmhbﬂﬂ
attractively hndlupa; and well-main-
tained. Property owners are grateful for
this service and, in most readily co-
m;ltu in complying wim Commis-
& recommendations,
During annual Fire Provention Week in

October, the Commission assists the Fire
Department by sending out thousands of
letters to property owners, ussting a
checkup of fire hazards in the ¢ nnd
place of business,

Other projects in the Commission's year-
round

d campaign include: the
Anti-litter Clmpaieﬁ in conjunction
with the Junior mber of Commaerc;

Beautified and Improved Contest;
A0 Impsovet and Bacatiind Puck wami
and Sanitation Arens Contests.

Beautification

In the beginning, the work of the City
Beautiful isgion was built around the
idea of making Memphianas flower-conscious
by ting the planting of gardens, trees
shrubs. As vears passed, the program
grew to include the elimination of unsightly
and unsanitary spots from the city scene.
The first project of the Commission was
the complete tronsformation of the Mem-
phis riverfront. When the Commission was
organized, the riverfront was the “back
door of the city, 1ll-kept and dilapidated
river ghanties formed n jngged line nlong
the waterfront. Trash and hlﬂ‘ wieds
assaulted the eve of the visitor 1o Memphis,
Today, thanks to the efforts of the Com-
mission, the riverfront hns become the
“front door™ of the city—with sparkling
el ness as 8 welcome mat to newcomers,
A beautifully landscaped scenic drive winds
along the river's , hardered with color-
ful roses and flowering trees. Rubbish heaps
have been clesred—ungightly shacks razed
—and the caving emban nt filled in.
One of the most successful of the Com-
mission’s beautification endeavors has been
the institution of Memorial Flowering Tree
Trails. For many years, the system of tree-
lined pavkwaye skirting parts of the city
has im visitors with seasonal boauty.

'l}ndu;r. nuﬂnh'h{;nminl Fllu:mmnd' g *Elr;s]u Trails
of magnolin, dogwood snd era are
nationally known and have won I'm'?lluv'lm-
phis the title of “the city of beautiful
trees.” During the past two wvears, more
than one thousand trees have been pur-
chased and planted on City-owned property.
The City Beautilul Commission enjoys
the benefits of the free advisory services of
leading landscape architects of the city for
the maintenance and planting of parks and
parkways. Each architect = sssigned o
given area. While any new planting in that
area is given to at the recognized fee,
the architect offers his advice, where design
ie not called for, as his civic contribution.
Other  highlights of the Commisston's
program of beautification are:
= Spring planting with emphasis on
crepe myrtle and holleyi
* Creation of outdoor living areas and
beautification of ya
* Sponsoring of tree planting during
Arhor Time—October to March.

Hundreds attend the annual luncheon, lounch-
ing the Clean-Up Campaign.
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promaolted throughout Memphis by the Comrission

BEFORE—Litter and garbage made an
eviesore of this porking area,

AFTER—Following a Commission in-

iﬂmr’m. trash and [ifter wene
ared.
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BEFORE—Thiz wag the Memphis- waterfront bejore publics
.'I_iI'H'J'IfIE‘ﬂ' Memphis women launeked their beaulifi-
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AFTER—Today,
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BEFORE—This time-worn City Sere-
ice Station twas a chal-
lenge to the Spring Clean-
Up Campaign.

Visitors to Memphis are grected by this impressive
roster of service luncheon clubs—a beautification
Project of the Commission.

green grass, trees and ariistic landscaping
make Rwerside Drive o scentc afiraction.
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PUBLIC WORKS
CASOLINE STATION

AFTER—With a fresh coat of paint
and repairs, the building
emerged shining and ready
for business.




Organization

City Beautiful Commission

(Sec, B0, 189b) The duties and powers of
said Commission shall be to study, fnvesti.
guty, devolop and carry oul plans for im-
proving the health, samitation, snfety, mnd
cleanliness of the City of Memphis by beau-
tifving the strects, hlthwup.'n. ulliys, hp:_nu;{_
lots, yards and othor similar places in zaid
city: to mid n the prevention of fires, dis.
ARIEA ﬂ-ﬂl‘] odlsor casunltbes I:;l.' the remmoyvnl
and elimination of trmsh and other delsria
from the streets, highwave, alleys, lots,
yarda, plots and oiher similar places; to on-
COUrLe the placing. planiing andor preser.
vation of irecs, flowers, planis, shrubbery
and other objects of ormamentation in said
ciby; protect song birds and other wild fowd:
ndvise with and recommend plans (o other
agencies of the city for the beautification of
sabd city and otherwise promote public in.
tereat in the general improvement of the
appearince of anbd city; provided, howover,
that nothing herein shall be constrie] to
abridge or change the powers and dutics of
thie vther comnussions, dﬂj:mrlrm_lnu. Ersan rils
and like mgoncies of the City of Memphis.
he Commission shall consist of nol ex-
poedling twentyv-live membors, who shall be
of lwwlol age, residonts of Shelby County
andd shaill be appointed by the Board of
Commissioners nl] the City of Memphis on
nominntion by the Commissioner of Pulblic
forks. w & pxignate one of the mem-
bors of the Commission to be the Chainmon
thereal. Term af all members of the Com-
mission shall be one vear, terms of all mem-
bera of the Commission shall expire on the
thirty-first day of December of sach wvear,
All of the members of the Commision shall
wrve withouat v, The Commissicner of
Public Works shall nominate and the Board
of Commissioners approve an  Executive
Secretary of aad Commission and the com
pensation if nny, of the Executive Secrotary
shall be lized by the Board of Commission
ers of the City.

Provision shall be made in the bodget of
sald depariment for funds to mesisf in the
carrying oul of the purposes of this o
nanse,

It shall be the duty of the City Beautiful
Commission, on the firmi day of January
nnd July of oach wear, o file with the
Mayor and Board of Commissionors of the
City of Memphis, a written report of the
wirk porformed and results accomplished.
and the receipt and dishursements of all
moneys allotted (o and  received by aaded
Commission,

Plans for the
Future...



