FADE | N:
EXT. VILLAGE OF NANPI NG CHI NA - DAY - 1840
W DE SHOT

A Rural Chinese village. Sounds of farmhands, animals,
children playi ng.

YUNG WNG (V. O
| was born on the 17th of Novenber,
1828, in the village of Nam Ping,
about four mles southwest of the
Por t uguese Col ony of Macao. | was
one of a famly of four children. A
brot her was the el dest, a sister

cane next, | was the third, and
anot her brother was the fourth and
t he youngest of the group. | amthe

only survivor of them all

W DE SHOT of children chasing each other playfully. One of
the children trips and scrapes his knee. The other children
continue to play as the child is on the ground holding his
knee. He begins to cry |oudly.

MOTHER
(Calling froma distance)
Yung Wng, is everything alright?

YUNG WNG s MOTHER cones to her son and holds him YUNG W NG
is still crying, but not as loud as earlier. YUNG WNG s
MOTHER wi pes away sonme of the blood off her son’s knee. They
both stand up, the child holding his nother’s hand as they
wal k into their home.

YUNG WNG S FATHER is waiting inside the house. He has a

di sappoi nted | ook on his face. He notions to his wife to go
to another room He sits down on a chair as his son is
standing in front of him

YUNG W NG S FATHER
(Exam ning his son’s knee)

This is nerely a scrape. Look at all the other boy s I|egs.
They are covered in bruises and cuts. Do you think they stop
pl aying and cry every tinme they cut their knees? No, they
stand up, wipe the dirt off of thenselves and nove on.

YUNG WNG is | ooking down in the ground. YUNG WNG S FATHER
lovingly lifts his chin up and sm|es.

( CONTI NUED)
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YUNG W NG S FATHER (cont’ d)
You're not |ike the other boys. I
see great things in your future.
But if you are going to let a
scraped knee stop you every tine,
the world will nove past you.
Renenber that son.

I NT. YUNG WNG S PARENTS ROOM - N GHT

YUNG WNG at age 6, wakes up in the mddle of the night
going to the bathroom he hears voice comng fromhis
parents’ room he decides to go in to take a | ook.

YUNG W NG S MOTHER
(crying and sitting next to a desk)

Wiy can’t we send himto a traditional school, like his
el der brother? It is apparently good for him since it is
what ot her people do and I don’t want himto be |left behind.

YUNG W NG S FATHER
(Around in his room suddenly stop
and | ooking at YUNG WNG S MOTHER)

No, we are not sending himto a traditional school, did you
see what is happening out there? There are nore and nore
forei gner doi ng business here. W can send himto | earn sone
English, if one day he can find a job in one of those

busi nesses, he won’'t need to worry anynore.

YUNG WNG S MOTHER
( Ner vous)

But I don’'t think we can afford the tuition fee, we barely
feed ourselves and ...

YUNG W NG S FATHER
(I npatient)

Don’t worry, | will figure it out. Let’s go to bed, it is
very | ate now.

YUNG WNG S FATHER turns off the light and goes to bed, then
YUNG W NG | eaves t he door.

FADE | N:



EXT. DOCK - DAY

YUNG W NG holds his father’s hand tightly and cl osely
follows his father going through a | arge group of people, he
seens very nervous and curious about everything he sees.

| NT. DECK - Day

Ri ght after they boarding, they go to the back deck of the
boat, YUNG WNG S FATHER crouches down and tal ks to YUNG
W NG

YUNG W NG S FATHER
What’'s the matter? You nervous?

YUNG W NG
Papa, where are we goi ng?

YUNG W NG S FATHER
(Calm

W are going to take the boat to Macao and you are going to
t he Morrison school .

YUNG W NG
(Anxi ous and worry)

Where is Mom where is bother? Wiy aren’t they comng with
us?

YUNG WNG S FATHER
Your brother is different fromyou,
he is staying in the village and he
is going to the traditional school.

YUNG W NG
(Having tears in his eyes and sad)

No! Why isn’t himcomng, | want himto be with ne.

YUNG W NG S FATHER
(Stately, and persuasively)

No, YUNG WNG listen to ne, we can’'t afford two kids
tuition and we choose you, to go to Macao and | earn
some-t hing useful, like English. One day you wil |

under stand, and you are goi ng back to hel p other people.

When they are going back into the cabin, YUNG W NG suddenly
| ooks back at the place where he is famliar with, which is
slowy running away fromthe boat, he | ooks nervous and he
is about to cry,

FADE | N:



I NT. MORRI SON SCHOOL - DAY

YUNG WNG is sitting in the mddle of the classroomreading
word in English out loud. YUNG WNG is curious about sone
probl ens of his reading, a book about inmm grant, then he
runs and talk to REV. SAMJEL ROBBINS BROM in his office,
who is his instructor, he is witing a letter.

REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROMN
(Brightly and interrogatively)

Seens |ike you need hel p, YUNG W NG

YUNG W NG
(Showi ng himthe question)

Yes, | am do you know what does inmm grant neans?

REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROMWN
(Cal m and patient)

| mm grant neans the kind of people who cones from ot her
countries but they stay in the foreign place for an entire
new |ife.

YUNG W NG
Are you an inmgrant, M. Brown?

REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROWN
(Di stressed)

No, no, | amnot an immgrant, | just cane here to teach, |
amstill a citizen of the U S., | amwhat they call a
foreigner, F-ORE-RI-GNER Foreigner is just a |abel of
a person who goes to a place where he not bel ong.

YUNG W NG
(Curi ous)

Am | a foreigner?

REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROMW

( Sad)
Well, I don't know, YUNG WNG you have to find the answer
by yoursel f.
YUNG W NG
Soif | came to the U S., | ama

foreigner, right?

( CONTI NUED)
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REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROMW
(I'n the tone of happy)

Yes, of cause you are!

YUNG W NG
(I'n the tone of curious)

What does it |ooks like, the U S. ?
INT. MR BROW s office - sanme day

YUNG WNG is talking to REV. SAMJEL ROBBINS BROMW in the MR
BROMW S office, they are sitting

REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROMWN
(Soft tone, diving in his nmenory of

his life
inthe US.)
It is beautiful, it is the only thin | can say. It is
conpletely different fromhere: everything, the people, the
food, the snell in the air, even the water tastes different.
| hope one day you can see it by yourself, and | deeply
believe that you will be amazed and fall in |love with her
beauty.

YUNG W NG
(Feel sad and dream ng about the
Us.)

| don’t know, M. Brown, | wish | could but I don’t think ny
father would let me travel that far fromhone. | do really
hope one day | can visit you in the U S

REV. SAMUEL ROBBI NS BROWN
Yung, you are one of ny favorite
students here. To be honest, | am
about to | eave here in the next few
mont hs, the relationship between
t he Chi nese governnent and British
is getting worse and ny country
wants ne back. | only can take
three students with ne, if you
could come with me to the U. S., you
can continue you education there,
and even a better education
envi ronnent, you can do what ever
you want. Please take nmy words as
advice, go talk to your father

FADE | N:



EXT. HARBOR - DAY

YUNG W NG and his PARENTS stop before the ship to the U. S.
and there are |l ots of people wal king around them we see
YUNG WNG is | ooking at his PARENTS and his FATHER want to
say sonething to him YUNG S MOTHERs’' eyes is red and she is
crying. Then we see YUNG S FATHER put his hand on YUNG S
shoul der, talk to himw th a heavy tone.

YUNG W NG
(G udge)
Papa, Mama, | think it is tine to say goodbye, I will learn
everything and I wll not do anything that is shaneful to

the famly and pl ease take good care of yoursel ves.

YUNG W NG S MOTHER
(Sad but hiding it)

W will, Wng, you too, please wite sone letters to us. You
nmust | earn everything you need and conme back to your nother

| and and help her. She definitely need your help. From now
on, it is your era.

YUNG W NG
(Having tears in his eyes)

| amsorry that | have to travel this far, Papa. Even though
there is an old idiomthat says"people would not travel
while their parent alive", but it follows that"they nust

travel with a reason.” | don’t know what ny reason is yet,
but I think I will fine it when | amin the U S., and |
promse that I will study very hard.

YUNG W NG S FATHER
You will be fine, Wng, young
peopl e nust go far away fromtheir
pl aces of origin and aspire to a
great career. This is all | want to
say to you. Safe trip, nmy son

YUNG W NG
(FirmMy and try not to tears out)

Il will, Papa.

YUNG W NG S MOTHER
(Crying and feel very sad)

W ng, please take good care of yourself, renenber to have
three neals a day, and drink as much as water you can. You
much remenber to take a jacket when the weather is changed.
You nmust write letter to us frequently...

( CONTI NUED)
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YUNG W NG
(I'nterrupts his nother’s tal k and
al nost cry)

O cause | will, Mama, you too. Goodbye, Mana.

YUNG W NG says goodbye to his PARENTS then go to the deck of
the boat. W see YUNG WNG is | ooking at the harbor which is
slowy going away fromhim it is remnding himthe first
tinme he take the boat to Macao. W see those two i mage that
col | api ng toget her and becone a sinilar imge.

EXT. SH P "HUNTRESS" - N GHT -1847-

A 16 years, Yung Wng dressed in traditional Chinese cloth,
He i s surrounded by boxes of tea.

YUNG W NG (V. O
It has al ways been a nystery to ne
why ny parents should take it into
their heads to put ne into a
foreign school, instead of a
regul ar orthodox Confucian school,
where ny brother nmuch ol der than
nmysel f was pl aced.

CU OF DI ARY

He is witing in his diary in traditional Chinese. The night
was pitch dark, and a strong wi nd was how i ng and whi stling.

YUNG WNG (V. O (cont’d)
| can only account for the
departure thus taken on the theory
that as foreign intercourse with
Chi na was just beginning to grow,
my parents, anticipating that it
m ght soon assune the proportions
of a tidal wave, thought it worth
while to take tinme by the forel ock
and put one of their sons to
| earni ng English that he m ght
beconme one of the advanced
interpreters and have a nore
advant ageous position fromwhich to
make his way into the business and
di pl omati c worl d.

DI SSOLVE:



I NT. BROAWN S PARSONAGE, NEW HAVEN - DAY -1848
W DE SHOT.

A quiet norning in the New England col |l ege town of New
Haven, Connecti cut.

CRANE UP fromthe street into YUNG WNG S room
LONG SHOT OF YUNG W NG S ROOM
CU OF YUNG W NG S DESK

Al'l his correspondence is in English, as well as his books.
Yung Wng, a 17 year old. He is dressed in a traditional
Ameri can cl othing (pijams)

Yung Wng wakes up and goes downstairs. Rev. Shubael
Bartlett’'s wife was humm ng. Yung Wng quietly sits down on
the small dining table. Yung Wng begins to eat breakfast.

MRS. BARTLETT
(o.s.)
Good nornin’ sweetheart. Are you
ready for preparatory school ?

YUNG W NG
Yes, | am

Rev. Shubael Bartlett came to the dining table with the
Bi bl e on hand. He sits across of Yung W ng.

A TWO MEDI UM SHOTS: MRS. BARRETT & SHUBAEL BARLETT

YUNG W NG (V. O
The contrast between Rev. Bartlett
and his wife was peculiarly
amazi ng. While Ms. Barlett was
nice and friendly, Rev. Bartlett
was particularly uptight.

REV. SHUBAEL BARTLETT
(enoti onl ess)
Good Morning. Rev. Shubael Bartlett
cl osed his eyes and began to pray.

REV. SHUBAEL BARTLETT (cont’d)
God bl ess the food that we are
about to eat. Anen. Yung Wng was
chew ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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YUNG W NG
Amen. M's. Bartlett giggled with
Yung Wng's inprudence, but Rev.
Shubael Bartlett didn’t even bat an
eyel i d.

| NT. CLASSROOM MONSON PREPARATORY SCHOOL - DAY

Ameri can young boys were entering into a classroom and they
seated. There were only three Chinese students who had cone
with Yung Wng to Anmerica.

Rev. Charl es Hammobnd entered the cl assroom

REV. CHARLES HAMMOND
(Aut horitarian)
| would like to clarify sonething.
| amneither interested into
converting you into intelligent
parrots nor, wal ki ng encycl opedi as.
| aimto build character in you, ny

pupi |l s.
JUWP

EXT. YALE COLLEGE - DAY- 1849
W DE SHOT OF YALE' S GARDEN

Yung Wng was wal ki ng around canpus. A canera is follow ng
Yung Wng al ong canpus. Yung Wng enters into a the Dean’s
of fice.

DEAN
(Politely)
| was waiting for you, M. Wng,
Take a seat.

YUNG W NG S FATHER
(Trying to show confidence)
Thank you sir, | wanted to apply
for a schol arship. As you have seen
nmy grades are good.

DEAN
(nervous)
| amsorry M. Wng, but I cannot
gi ve you a schol arshi p. However
shoul d contact this people

The Dean takes a card fromhis left drawer, and hands it to
Yung Wng DEAN (cont’d) (smling) They are nore than wel cone
to help you with the scholarship. Yung Wng sni | es back and
t hanks the Dean for his help.

( CONTI NUED)
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| NT.

YUNG W NG (V. O
| nmust get this scholarship. | got
in, the hardest part is over.
must persuade these trustees to pay
for my education.

BROW S PARSONAGE, NEW HAVEN - MORNI NG

Yung Wng (around 19 years old) and two trustees (old white
nmen) are sitting on the dining table discussing Yung Wng’'s
financial aid.

TRUSTEE 1
After this neeting, we would
approve your financial aid.

TRUSTEE 2
W woul d be glad to have you avai
of the fund, as long as you sign a
pl edge. The pl edge ensures us that
you should go back to China as a
m ssionary.

Yung Wng finds courage to speak his mnd

YUNG W NG
(ashaned)
Al t hough your offer is generous I
have to decline it.

Trustee 1 and Trustee 2 | ook at each ot her stunned.

CLOSE UP OF YUNG W NG

YUNG W NG ( CONT’ D)
It woul d handi cap and circunscri be
nmy useful ness. | want the utnost
freedom of action to avail nyself
of every opportunity to do the
greatest good in China. If
necessary, | mght be obliged to
create new conditions, if | found
ol d ones are not favorable to any
plan | m ght have for pronoting her
hi ghest wel fare.

OVER THE SHOULDER SHOT OF TRUSTEES

In the second place, the calling of
a mssionary is not the only sphere
inlife where one can do the nost

good in China or elsewhere. In such

( MORE)
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YUNG W NG (CONT’ D) (cont’d)
a vast enpire, there can be hardly
any |imt put upon one’'s anbition
to do good, if one is possessed of
the Christ-spirit; on the other
hand, if one has not such a spirit,
no pledge in the world could nelt
his ice-bound soul.

MEDI UM SHOT YUNG W NG
In the third place, a pledge of
that character woul d prevent ne
fromtaki ng advant age of any
ci rcunstance or event that m ght
arise inthe life of a nation |ike
China, to do her a great service.

CU OF YUNG W NG
For these reasons, | nust decline
to give the pledge and at the sane
time decline to accept your kind

offer to help ne. | thank you,
gentl enen, very nuch, for your good
wi shes.
DI SSOLVE:
| NT. CLASSROOM YALE COLLEGE - DAY- 1850
Yung Wng is in a big hall, full of white upper-class nale

students, waiting for the results of the adm ssion test. A
prof essor posted the results on a cork board.

CU OF A HAPPY YUNG W NG
| mplying that he was adm tted

YUNG W NG (V. O
How | got in, | do not know, as I
had had only fifteen nonths of
Latin and twel ve nonths of G eek,
and ten nonths of nmathematics. My
preparation had been interrupted
because the acadeny had been broken
up by the Pal ner & New London R R
that was being built close by.

| NT. CLASSROOM YALE COLLEGE - DAY
MONTAGE SEQUENCE - ALONG W TH NON- DI EGETI C SOUND, MJSI C
Yung wing struggling in nultiple classes. In the first

scenes, Yung Wng is trying to wite a schol ar paper. Then,
he gets his paper back in which he’s got a bad grade. He is

( CONTI NUED)
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frustrated, but he does give up on the task of re-witing
the paper. He goes to the library and began to read granmar
books. He spends hours in the library witing and throw ng
drafts into the garbage. In the | ast scene, a professor

gi ves him an essay back.

SHOT OF YUNG W NG S ESSAY, SHOW NG A GOOD GRADE
I NT. H' S BEDROOM BROW S PARSONAGE - NI GHT
H GH CAMERA ANGLE

Yung Wng is lying on his bed |looking at the roof. Cearly
depressed Yung Wng | ooking at the canera

YUNG W NG
| often wished | had never been
educat ed, as education had
unm st akably enl arged ny nmental and
noral horizon, and revealed to ne
responsibilities which the seal ed
eye of ignorance can never see, and
sufferings and wongs of humanity

YUNG WNG (cont’d) to which an uncultivated and cal |l ous
nature can never be made sensitive. The nore one knows, the
nore he suffers and is consequently | ess happy; the | ess one
knows, the less he suffers and hence is happier.

BLACK SCREEN
EXT. YALE COLLEGE - DAY-1854
W DE SHOT

Hundred of male white students are dressed with bl ue caps
and gowns. They were sitted on the canmpus garden. Yung W ng
was anong them he stood out anmong them The Dean was
calling all the students up by al phabetical order. two nanes
were called before Yung Wng. After the Dean called Yung
Wng. A nobile frame follows Yung Wng's path to the stage
to receive the diploma. Yung Wng | ooks at the canera

YUNG W NG (V. O

(smling)
| will help the rising generation
of China to enjoy the sane
educati onal advantages that | had
enj oyed. Through that, China m ght
be regenerated. China nust becone
enl i ghtened and powerful, thanks to
west ern educati on.

MONTACGE- VARI QUS

( CONTI NUED)
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A) EXT. NEW YORK HARBOR - DAY - Yung Wng departs Anerica on
the sailing ship Eureka. It is a mserable day, with a
gl oony sky, and choppy seas.

B) EXT. DECK OF THE EUREKA - MORNI NG - A Chinese crew boards
the ship off the coast of Hong Kong.

CHI NESE CAPTAI N
( Chi nese)

CAPTAI N
How do ye expect nme to nake sense
of your babbling? Don’t any of your
crew know t he Queen’s English?

FI RST MATE
Capt ai n, what about Master Yung? He
is from Chi na.

CAPTAI N
Fine. Bring himhere!

The First mate goes to get Yung W ng.

CAPTAIN (cont’ d)
Yung, translate this Cathay speech
for ne.

YUNG W NG
Un ..of course.
(i n Chinese)
G eetings...

The CHI NESE CAPTAI N speaks.

YUNG W NG (cont’ d)
....l"msorry?

CHI NESE CAPTAI N
(subtitled Chinese)
...boat...Hong Kong...papers...???

YUNG W NG
Um. ..

The CAPTAIN of the Eureka | aughs. The CH NESE CAPATIN is
exasperated. YUNG W NG st al ks away enbarrassed.

C) |INT./EXT. M SSONARY' SCHOOL, CANTON- 1856- AFTERNOON -
Yung is relearning how to speak and write Chinese.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

M SSONARY
(Mandari n)
" Season"

YUNG W NG
(Mandari n)
" Season"

Commoti on outside. YUNG W NG goes to the wi ndow. Down bel ow,
| mperial troops and provincial rebels battle in the street.
It is a bloodbath for both sides. YUNG W NG | ooks on

di sgust ed.

YUNG W NG (V. O
Seei ng the bl ood-soaked streets
filled wwth the corpses of ny
countrynmen nade nme sick to ny
stomach. If wee continued to fight
anongst ourselves, the march of
civilization would come to us not
by own hands, but in those of a
Western flag. The sight
strengt hened ny resolve to use ny
western education to bring ny
nation into the nodern age.

D INT. BRITISH ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE, HONG KONG - 1857- DAY
YUNG is translating a letter from English to Chinese.

YUNG WNG (V. O (cont’d)
Unfortunately, ny fellow countrynen
did not yet see ny education as a
boon, as | discovered while working
at an English attorney’s office in
Hong Kong.

YUNG | ooks up. Hi s CANTONESE CONORKERS have surrounded his
desk.

TRANSLATOR 1
Yung, we’ ve been talking--

TRANSLATOR 2
Agr eei ng.

TRANSLATOR 1
Agreeing...that it would be best if
you found work sonmewhere el se.

TRANSLATOR 3
Qut si de of Hong Kong.

The group nmurmurs with approval.

( CONTI NUED)
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YUNG W NG
Why? What | did | do?

TRANSLATOR 2
You | earned English

TRANSLATOR 3
You can actually speak it.

TRANSLATOR 1
Qur translation work requires us to
use a dictionary.

TRANSLATOR 3
It sl ows us down.

TRANSLATOR 2
You work too fast.

TRANSLATOR 1
Utimtely, your proficiency and
ef ficiency nakes the rest of us
| ook bad.

Munmrer s of approval .

YUNG W NG
That ' s absur d!

TRANSLATOR 3
s this going to be a problenf

TRANSLATOR 1
Don't nmake this any nore difficult
than it has to be, Yung.

Mummer s of approval. YUNG W NG | ooks at the nob around his
desk. He sighs. YUNG starts packing his things.

YUNG WNG (V.O
| noved out of Hong Kong to try and
seek ny fortune on the nainl and.
But good fortune renmai ned out of ny
grasp.

E) INT. | MPERI AL CUSTOMS, SHANGHAI - DAY Yung | eaves his
boring job for the day.As he | eaves, |ocal authorities rush
into arrest the enpl oyees who have been taking noney on the
si de.

YUNG WNG (V.O (cont’d)
| found work at a custons house in
Shanghai, but | decide to | eave

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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YUNG WNG (V.O (cont’d)
after | discovered that sone of the
clerks had started taki ng noney on
t he side.

F) INT. SH PPI NG CO OFFICE, SHANGHAI - Yung is offered a
meni al job in Nagasaki, Japan. He is too proud to take it.

YUNG WNG (V. O (cont’d)
| was offered a job by anot her
shi ppi ng i n Nagasaki, Japan.
However, this position would nake
me the chief servant anong

servants. Not a future, | felt, fit
for a Yale Man, or one of ny
anbi ti ons.

G EXT. TEA BARGE, RIVER -DAY- Yung trades tea along a rainy
river. He coughs.

YUNG WNG (V.0 (cont’d)
My final attenpt in business was
manager of a tea barge. This proved
hazardous to ny health.

H) I NT. HOSPI TAL, KEW KEANG, NI GHT- Yung lies in bed, sick,
and fed up. He resolves to | eave China and realize his dream
of reform ng and noderni zi ng education in China.

YUNG WNG (V.O (cont’d)
As a lay recovering from sickness
for two nonths, | realized that
seeking ny fortune was not proving
t he best path for ne. | thought
back to my original dream| had
t hought up in college: a school in
Anerica, for Chinese students. A
generation of the finest young
m nds in China would study abroad,
recei ving both a Chinese and
Western education. Wth this uni que
know edge and experience, they
return hone to China and bring
their nation into the nodern age.
It would be done a great risk to ny
future and fortune, by this was
i nsignificant conpared to good I
could do for ny honel and.
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EXT. YALE UN VERSI TY GRADUATI ON CEREMONY - DAY - 1903
C U

YUNG WNG is sitting in the audience. Diegetic sound of
appl ause from the audi ence.

W DE SHOT

PRESI DENT OF YALE i s announci ng nanes al phabetically and
handi ng t hem degr ees.

YUNG WNGE V. Q)
Al'l these years later, the cerenony
never changed. | wal ked where these
young nmen and wonen are wal ki ng.
Each one of them had a different
story.

C. U on YUNG W NG

YUNG W NG (V. O ) (CONT.)
My story? Sone may retell it, sone
will forget it, but I did all of
this for a reason. My original hone
had becone foreign to ne. | hadn’'t
forgotten where I had cone from |
sinply grew. In that growth, | can
now reap the rewards of ny
sacrifice.

PRESI DENT OF YALE
(I'ntroduci ng the next
gr aduat e)
Morri son Brown Yung

YUNG W NG stands up and appl auses.

MEDI UM SHOT OF THE GRADUATI ON STAGE

MORRI SON BROAN YUNG, YUNG WNG s son wal ks up to the

presi dent, shakes his hand and accepts his degree. This is

crosscut by identical shots of YUNG W NG accepting the
degree hinsel f years ago.



