Sam, Corianne, Cassandra, Bridget

PROPOSAL pt. 1

The main problem is that the government is not required to collect detailed data on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders, therefore specific issues that these subgroups may face could be
masked and misrepresented in major policy decisions. There is also a lack of Asian American
Studies in K ~ 12 and Asian American students are not provided with the proper education and
resources to feel included in a school setting. Furthermore, there is a lack of community
involvement on these issues. The main audience of the documentary film and interactive website
are K - 12 school teachers and young students. The general public and voting population would

also be a targeted audience because the skewed data may have an effect on them as well.

The goal of our frontpage is to draw the audience in, inform what the website may be
about, and provide visuals or logos relating to the interview provided. While some may provide
more information than others, the point is to allow the audience to have insight and background
information so that they have ideas on what will be provided. In the textual analysis, the written
words and still images are clear and concise for the audience. Info is easy to navigate so that the
audience feels invited to further investigate the site.

As a group, we came to the conclusion that both our narrative analysis and textual
analysis were relatively simple. In regards to the interviews we saw, they all effectively used
most or all of the elements. The only one that wasn't really present was an abstract and we

assume that it is because the clips were part of a larger interview. In terms of the websites, we




got mildly varied results. All of them were fairly unassuming sites that can really only be
described as barebones with very little content welcoming the user. The only one that stood out
is the 8centric frontpage that had more interactivity and overall more to do on the first page than
the rest.

As for their effectiveness, we came to the agreement that all the interviews were pretty
effective. The most effective one is the “Auntie Amy” interview. The interviewee’s first-hand
account storytelling, combined with the use of visuals, real personal photos from the time that
help illustrate, make the interview effective. These elements, along with the fact that the
interviewee seems to be speaking directly to the camera do a good at job forming a personal
relationship with the viewers, make the viewer want to know more.

To contrast, the Michelle Obama interview had no photos or engaging visuals but its
effectiveness lies with the rapport the interviewer and interviewee have with each other. They
have more of a conversational interview in which the First Lady shares the story of the time she
met President Obama. In this way, we conclude that this interview is still effective but maybe not

as effective as the rest of them.

PROPOSAL pt. 2

#1 problems/obstacles:
A common theme found in the four interviews is the obstacles faced by the AAPI
community including: the aggregation of data, invisibility/voices silenced, structural racism,

racial harassment and violence, unequal job hiring opportunities, etc. Janelle Chan says a big



challenge for the AAPI community is, “to be heard and to be recognized. Our information and
our statistics about our community is oftentimes lumped together as ‘other’, we’re oftentimes not
disaggregated in terms of what ‘Asian American’ means” (time code: 22:05 - 22:21). In another
interview, Peter Kiang talks about the racist violence faced by the community. Peter explains that
an event that played a role in his decision to become an advocate for the AAPI community was
the 1982 murder of Vincent Chin in Detroit (time code 1:59-2:15). Chin was blamed for the
decline of the auto industry because of his AAPI background and was beaten to death; his killers
were fined but served no jail time. Later, Peter played a role in a protest in Boston in 1983, when
a Vietnamese refugee was murdered outside of Boston. Some of the more current obstacles that
Kiang discusses in his interview are racial harassment, bullying, and lack of support in language
and culture for AAPI children in K-12 schooling, as well as discrimination for AAP! in the
workplace. He explains the gap between communities and the need to bridge this gap that exists.
In a third interview, Leverett Wing discusses the issue of racial profiling, and shares a story
about when he was working as a legislative aid in the State House. Someone who also worked
there racially profiled him as a janitor. He states, “and so it dawned on me at that point that we
don't have enough people from communities of color up at the state house, so that people think

that we belong.” (4:00 - 5:10)

#2 solutions
The second theme found in the interviews is solutions to the problems faced by the AAP1
community mainly through nonprofit organizations. Some solutions suggested by the

interviewees include: disaggregating data, providing affordable housing and communities for



Asian Americans, teaching about AAPI history and issues in schools etc. Janelle Chan says how
important it is for Asian Americans, “to have affordable housing for folks in places they work; in
places they live, in places where they want to be surrounded by their community” (time code:
5:48 - 5:59). Some of the solutions Peter Kiang mentions to help AAPI students are the K~12
education system integrating more Asian American content, and the Massachusetts Department
of Education acknowledging the importance in learning and teaching about AAPI issues. Peter
explains that his involvement in teaching Asian American Studies at UMass Boston is hopefully

a start for more AAPI education in universities and public schools as well.

#3 civic involvement

A third common theme found in the four interviews is the need for civic involvement. In
Jason Chou’s interview, he emphasizes the need for young people to become more involved. He
states that, “advice I would give to young people is to be more involved” (8:40 - 9:30) he
elaborates on the fact that there are tons of non-profit organizations that need help and have roles
to fill. And even though he describes it as difficult work, he also emphasizes its necessity. Peter
Kiang says the way to become involved in the AAPI community is to shed light on issues that
AAPI are facing and recognize the lack of education in our school systems. Janelle Chan
mentions the importance of civic involvement in non profit organizations that help build
community and talks about ACDC, a corporation that aims specifically at helping the AAPI
community, “Asian Community Development Corporation which is based in Boston’s

Chinatown...builds affordable housing, mixed-income housing, in the Boston region,



placemaking, working with youths, working with seniors to shape neighborhoods that they live

in” (time code: 1:55 -2:10).

#4: prominent organizations and individuals

The fourth and last theme that each of the interviews mention is prominent individuals
within the AAPI community. This involves influential people who contribute to positive changes
in equality and civil rights for Asian Americans. Janelle Chan names individuals who have
inspired her such as, “Caroline Chang, who was a former board member for Asian Community
Development Corporation. Paul Lee, also who was, or is board president. They’ve inspired me
by their stories of how they view their hardships growing up... how they’ve used their
professional skills and talents to fight for their neighborhoods and communities” (timecode:
14:57 - 15:27). Peter Kiang mentions UMass Boston faculty that made contributions to Asian
American studies such as Paul Watanabe, Rajini Srikanth, Shirley Tang, and Loan Dao. He
explains that UMass Boston staff contributes to helping the AAPI community “in terms of
political participation, literary voice, media production, community development...” (timecode:
10:50-11:18). He also mentions Scott Miyakawa who created the first Asian American studies
course at Umass Boston in 1973, Peter also helped to found the Massachusetts Asian American
Educators Association and the Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth, all while teaching
Asian American for the past thirty years at UMass Boston. UMass Boston, in 2007/2008, became

the only school in New England to be recognized as one of the first Asian American Pacific

Islander-serving institutions by the US Department of Education.



Jason identified four prominent individuals that helped impact the AAPI community:
Caroline Chang helped start a lot of nonprofits in the Chinatown area of Boston: Paul Lee, who
was also Jason’s mentor at the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Asian-American Commission,
is a lawyer who helped found the Asian-American Lawyer Association of Massachusetts;
Professor Peter Kiang is the head of Asian American studies at UMass Boston; and Professor
Shirley Tang who was one of Jason Chou’s professors and inspired him to pursue digital media.
Jason said that “[T]he reason I’'m in digital media, and why I’m involved with so many
nonprofits, is because my last year at college at UMass Boston I'd taken her digital media class,

and through that [ was introduced to a lot of community issues and nonprofits” (16:11-16:37).

HISTORICAL DOCUMENT SUMMARY

Types of documents

Two interracial marriage reports from 2015 to 2017 documented a shift in attitudes
toward interracial marriages. The evidence in both reports suggested that Americans have grown
to be more accepting of interracial marriage ever since the Loving v. Virginia supreme court case
in 1967. The “Other Racism” article from an issue of the Suffolk Journal in 1968 sheds light on
how some of the students felt during this time of radical social change. The article addressed
institutional racism, and how can Suffolk as an institution could be more inclusive of non-white

students.

2 suffolk journal articles racial tension late 60s

1 online source about south african racial tensions late 60s



Suffolk university news release 1969 segregation
Oral argument about Loving v virginia 1967

Congress bill 2007 interracial marriage various cases

3 articles featured in the yearly Urban Journalism Workshop at suffolk university

1st was about the Workshop itself and its inception 1976

2nd was about “racial problems in the city” 1980

3rd was about chinatown’s August moon festival which was the one of the only articles

to feature anything AAPI 1984

Era

We had various articles and documents ranging from the late 60s to the early 80s, with a
few from 2015 and 2017. Some of the major events that occurred during the era of the 20th
century that we received our sources from was the Civil Rights Movement as it was winding
down in 1968, the New Left, the rise and fall of the Black Panther Party, Vietnam War protests,
the beginning of Reagan administration and the War on Drugs. In the 2010s, there was an
increasing trend in acceptance and occurrence of interracial marriage; that show no signs of
stopping.The Obama administration was also in place, which saw the election of America’s first
black president and an era of crucial progress regarding some social issues like same-sex
marriage. For the most part, the documents focus on racial tensions mainly in the Boston area

and focused mainly on Black and White tensions.



What we learned

Mainly, we noticed how little the AAPI community was included or featured in these
stories and conversations. They were almost solely focused on the tensions between African
Americans and white americans. The documents from The Suffolk Journal provided insight on
student perspectives throughout different time periods, and were able to provide interesting ideas
about their opinions of the events at that time. It would have been hard to find out this
information since the Suffolk archives are not easily accessible to the public, and would not be

found right away through searching the web.

Conclusion

Overall, the documents convey the progression of racial tensions within society over a
number of decades. During the 60s, discrimination and violence was present within society, the
period of segregation had just officially ended and The United States was unsure of how to
change their viewpoints as a whole. The collection of documents we gathered show the way the
United States and even other countries evolved and changed their views on race through
newspaper articles written from students’ perspectives, articles explaining court cases, articles
explaining violent events and protests, and current interracial marriages. They do not really show
the perspective of the AAP] community but by including articles from a widely ranged time
period, we are able to deduce and convey the differences in ideas of race and the way laws,

protests, and civic engagement shaped our current views today.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Documentary

[n order to resolve the client’s issue, the team proposed the making of a documentary on
the subject to raise awareness on problems that the AAPI community faces and to encourage
audiences to get involved. The documentary would highlight the themes presented by the team.
In order, the documentary would introduce the obstacles faced by the AAPI community, the
subject of civic involvement within and surrounding the community, prominent organizations
and individuals who help the AAPI community with their work, and possible solutions to these
problems. This would be the most effective way to organize the documentary. The themes
presented in this order would lay out a clear narrative for the audience to follow.

By introducing the obstacles that the AAPI community faces first, the audience will be
able to establish a clear understanding of these issues. It is vital that the audience is informed in
order for them to follow along while watching the film and understand what the film is about.
The second theme that should be addressed in the film is civic involvement. It is important for
the audience to explore this theme in order to receive a clearer image of the AAPI community,
and what it takes to help the community.

The third theme in the film should be prominent organizations and individuals. For the
audience to actually be able to get involved, learning of the organizations and people who
already do so much for the AAPI community would help them in getting started. it would also
bring attention to all of the gains made by the community and work that is ongoing. The final

theme presented in the film is the solutions. Once the audience is familiarized with the AAPI



community and how they can help, discussing possible solutions to the problems faced by the

AAP] community could further encourage audiences to become more involved.

Interactive Website
The website could serve as a social hub for people who are looking to get involved. The front
page of the site would list events happening in the community and would have contact
information for every event. This would facilitate people’s experience in Civic involvement. The
site would be a starting off point, and would feature links to other Organization and Non-Profit
website. On top of that, the site could feature weekly interviews, maybe in a podcast style
format, where the host could just have casual conversations with the guest about what civic
involvement means to them.

Everything posted on the website would have a comments section that would allow the
audience to discuss and share their own ideas and experiences. Like we spoke about during our
presentation, we would borrow from reddit, facebook, and twitter and offer our site as a platform
for the community. But obviously, it brings up the issue of incentives. How do we get people to
visit our site? How do we get people to keep coming back to it? This is a very difficult question
that I don’t think T have the solution to. Some examples that come to mind are what reddit does,
which is offer up a point system for every post and comment, the audience basically votes on
what they like and dont like, this creates a level of participation in the site that makes people feel
like they are contribution to the site. Another way to incentivise people would be to offer

exclusives to people who have participated long enough in the community. There could be

10




exclusive events or prizes that only some people get access to. This would intrigue people

enough to be a part of the community.

Finally, based on our experiences in the archive, i think the site would benefit from

featuring archival documents and links to sites such as the moakley archive and other school/

government archives so people could have access to all these documents that they didn't know

existed. To use myself as an example, i had no idea the moakley archive even existed until this

class introduced me to it. So featuring those links in our site i think could be very beneficial to

the audience.
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Appendix 6 Chinatown’s August Moon Festival (The Workshop Gazette)
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Appendix 7  Racial Imbalance (Suffolk Journal)
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Appendix 8 Perspective: “The Negro Revolt” (Suffolk Journal)

SUFFOLK JOURNAL
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Appendix 11 (unknown title/newspaper image 1968) (Suffolk Journal)
Timimy Doy, T T T TR sty T 18 18 St ST T

&z Norman Co .,
1S Infatuntod as g ruol) 4cts by the total white co, 1
ovokes, Infeqtiens e“l:nugmq,. ho  AEAInEt the black community.” As :::‘n, must commit itsolf tothe
MOOtS-giri-in_the.a % tho boy.  Contrasted with individual ract probhm.. of the city.
BOXE-d0Or routine, Byt i C2t"  Whlch consists of overt acts byine. | Liks  the Individual, the urban
rdinary  giry, ghony U8 18 no  dividual whites against individusl university must examine \ts in-
IncapaA Olympie ‘::;;cn‘-ocum- :’r::c:;: using doath, injury, and activity in the face of such pro=
Acod ffth behing Who ucton of property that is !
i found injustices.
Y Who was ratseq  ®ocloty as woll as the oppressed Although e .;:’ - t:l::;
- rosp ible for ho

; ter of Dean Martin ;;"u':inlha in the operation ofes- * Student mn‘:o“'“": :\‘3: ANswer
S With Wyattrs), e the and respocted forces (n onters the sc u.'unn of harmful

an exclusive interviow f less public attitudes if it falls to provide the
the performance uunuouo;; first type” cmmmmm ?1““ atmosphere hltwnhﬂwm
Cornell botn defended 1ty The institutional mgw'& If 1t stifles or worse, ‘w"m
s> the former stating (.htt th: bomb churches and kill black child- Cchallenging problem mtu::m
Y 1s not meant to say very 0 DUt ho is more threatening to today it will P institutional
» it 1s a stmplo statement . € achievemont of freedom than exercise and sl
o faon o 2 ek TR " e o st i
A : - search their 7
ik ey ooy 430 eretore T erves s ) Seanine s . bl a0
into slmnuo:sy zo :;."--p;: accuse him of ‘pmw!:z:w i “.:;l ?::sage m.::n we
r{;msponso. Cornell thought ;‘g‘f:”; ;""u"“:;,“"”‘:u““‘* S tolk University 1s asked » *
B o o O ST T o it oo 9] :wn:u:;o?}ses and
- ‘ >

E Star-Spangled Girl» - 9oWn the attitudes that foster such ‘:&“c?::;e:r but very pervasive
attitudes, with an open outlook o‘:
the grave situation the mation

confr with today.
onted Patricia Hyde

P sake. of pure entertain- 20 indifference,
The Institutional racist must be

. made to reallize the dichotomy in
which he is ensnarled, Althoughhe
recognizes and supports the bellef
as stated in the Constitution of the

United States, that because a man T m
has been born onto this earth he ¢

umni deserves freedom of economlcg ORIENTAL & SOUTH SEAS CUISINE
portunity and soclal justice,
institutional racist never realizes LUAUS every day
these “‘inalienable rights’’ arebe-
n f : ing denied to some men. The op~ 3 wsulls.vmm
not stab the conscience of America FEATURING THE MOST UNUSUAL
unti! it becomes possible that their \ . DISCOTHEQUE

Neo-Confederates and promi-
nent Ku Klux Klanners are, to be
sure, positive threats to theequal-
: ity and liberty of all Americans
NE 8, 1968 today. The fruit pickers in Cali-
5 P.M. fornia, the Indians in Arizona, Bhe
bt - Mass Puerto Ricans in Harlem, as well

¢, HaSS. . as the Black people in Boston are
being stifled and crushed by indi-
vidual racists, But the opinion ex-
pressed above by 2 Suffolk student
is the kind that must be dealt wiffl

ce . by those who wish to cure this so-

Versity ;ale;::: existence may be made to

|
\
\
\

2 ) _ \unnu‘::m" G
| the radical reformation of the . beden © 426
htbyimreelll RESTAURANT




	SamCorianneCassandraBridget
	Team 3 Appendix

