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Jeffrey Pendleton, drag
advocate, dies at 28 -

by Sheila Walsh

Jeffrey Brent Pendleton, a ubiquitous
local Gay activist and female imperson-
ator whose stage name was “Odessa
O’Hara,” died in Washington, D.C., on
Monday, November 6, 1995 of AIDS-re-
lated complications, according to a friend
and caretaker, Thomas Vanderbilt of D.C.

The former male stripper-turned-drag
queen produced many drag shows and
competitions including the 1993 Ms.
Stonewall Pride Pageant in New York.
According to Vanderbilt, Pendleton also
organized a number of charity events and
public forums to increase the visibility of
drag performers in the Gay community.

Pendleton had a way of igniting con-
troversy and grabbing headlines. In 1990,
he put together an event called the
“Washingtonian Awards” at Tracks that s
turned into a beer-pouring, flower-throw-  In addition, Pendleton was a member of
ing brawl between drag queens and the Mid-Atlantic organizing committee for
members of ACT UP. the 1994 Stonewall 25 March on the Unit-

In 1991, he formed a group called ed Nations. He and others called for
Drags United to address discrimination Stonewall 25 officials to add equal rights
against female impersonators. He threat- for transgendered people to the march
ened to stage a protest at D.C.’s Gay platform. The steering committee voted on
Pride event, alleging that “drag [was] the proposal twice; it failed both times.
being ignored.” As an activist, Pendleton enjoyed sev-

The protest never happened at 1991 eral victories. In 1994, he was honored at
Gay Pride, but Pendleton resurrected the a White House ceremony by First Lady
group in 1993 when Gay Pride organizers Hillary Rodham Clinton for his volunteer
canceled the Miss Gay Pride Pageant, an work at the Whitman-Walker Clinic. He

In September 1994, Pendleton helped

Ralph Hoar, another friend, said

change a “no pets” policy at the Whit- pepdleton was one of a kind.

~man-Walker Clinic’s Schwartz Housing
Services. Clinic officials had asked
Pendleton, a Schwartz resident since
1991, to get rid of his two cats. After
Pendleton appealed the policy, Clinic of-
ficials changed it to allow Schwartz resi-

dents to own small pets. Vanderbilt has

| been taking care of the two cats, Neeper
| and Tober, since Pendleton’s death.

Born May 6, 1967 in Takoma Park,
Md., Pendleton became been interested in

. drag at a young age. According to Vander-

bilt, he began playing with makeup and
clothes by the time he was 12 or 13.
By age 17, Pendleton hitchhiked to

|| Florida before finishing high school. Ac-

cording to Vanderbilt, Pendleton later
eamned his GED. For a while, Pendleton
attenced cosmetology school but became
increasingly involved in the drag compe-
tition circuit.

- Pendleton returned to Washington in

' 1989 after a lover died of AIDS-related

rcomplications. He soon learned he was
HIV antibody positive. Pendleton contin-
ued his organizing work. In 1992 and
1993, according to Vanderbilt, Pendleton
organized hundreds of people to raise
more than $10,000 for the annual
AIDSWALK, sponsored by the Whit-
man-Walker Clinic.

Cheryl Spector, a local Gay activist
who was a friend of Pendleton’s, said
that Pendleton “never stopped fighting
for his beliefs and his life” and “con-
stantly pushed the envelope on [the no
pets] policy and other issues.”

What was Pendleton’s driving force?

“Jeffrey was a pissy, pushy drag queen
and he made a difference,” said Hoar.
“That was the magic of Jeffrey Pendle-
ton. If people were more concerned about
committment than approval, the- world
would be a different place. That’s how
Jeffrey lived his life.”

In addition to Vanderbilt and Spector,
Pendleton is survived by his parents,
Peter and Vivica Higgins of Maryland,
brother, Marshall Pendleton, and two sis-
ters, Shannon and Nancy Higgins.

Brant C. Pollard, 43

Was counselor to the disabled

/177 7€

Brant Charles’ Polfard of New
Bedford, a counselor to the disabled,
died Monday in Mariner Healthcare
of Southern Massachusetts in New
Bedford. He was 43.

Mr. Pollard was born in New
Bedford. He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in biology and chemistry at
Lincoln University in Pennsylvania
and did research for the gypsy moth
program in Belchertown during his
summer breaks.

The manager of the textile de-
partment at Morgan Memorial
Goodwill Industries from 1987 to
1994, he had previously been a guid-
ance counselor at Kennedy Memori-
al Children’s Rehabilitation Center
in Boston and supervised diasabled
adults at Center House in Boston.

He leaves his parents, Randall B.
and Gwendolyn E. (Slyfield) of New

annual Pride event that had usually been
held at a club several weeks before Pride
Day. Just before the Pride Day, Pendleton
dropped his call for a boycott, citing a
“fear of violence.” Instead, he asked peo-
ple to wear black ribbons to the event
commemorating the role of drag queens
at the Stonewall riots.

was one of the few honorees invited to
speak. As usual, the activist used his mo-
ment in the limelight to advocate for one
of his causes. This time, he urged Clinton
to serve as cochair for the annual
AIDSWALK and to attend the event.

“I think he just liked pushing,” said
Vanderbilt. “He really enjoyed the drama,
the attention. I think it stemmed from the
oppression he received in his childhood
that caused him to rebel in adulthood. He
just pushed and pushed and pushed. He
wanted to be on the cutting edge.”

'Bedford; two brothers, Gregory H.
of New Bedford and Jon D. of Lake-
ville; a sister, Carol E. of New Bed-
ford.
A funeral service will be held at
12:30 p.m. Friday in Grace Episcopal
Church in New Bedford.
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