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MARCHING FOR OUR RIGHTS 

I could not believe my ears. Matt 
Segel, a disc jockey on KISS 108, 
made a homophobic comment on his 
morning program. A straight woman 
asked him what she should do be­
cause her best friend is gay and every­
one thinks that they are having an 
affair. Matt Segel suggested that the 
"gay guy" should put on a dress once 
in a while so that people will know 
that he is not interested in women. I 
was furious and called him up to com­
plain. Instead of apologizing, he 
responded by insulting me: "Listen, 
Sing Ho .... " 

I never used to be upfront about all 
gay, lesbian, and Asian issues. I just 
wanted to fit into society, find a lover. 
I liked dancing, dining out, shopping. 
I never cared if anyone was called 
"faggot," "chink," or "jap." I thought 
everybody loved me. How fortunate 
I was to live in such a wonderful 
country. Besides, I could act straight 
in any "straight place" and be safe. 
Being gay was only my life after dark 
and on the weekends. 

How ignorant of me. There are 
people dying of AIDS. There are gay 

by Jack Lo 

people being bmten up. The sodomy 
law rules that we cannot have sex 
with whom we love, even in our own 
bedroom. Many gay Asians feel 
isolated. We hear insulting remarks 
from white-dominated society. We 
are often called cute little house­
boys.... How can we stand this igno­
rance? 

The March on Washington, October 
11, will be a historic event for all gays 
and lesbians across the country. We 
are all going to Washington, D.C., to 
the capital. We are telling the world 
that we are human beings. We also 
will proclaim that we are lesbians, 
gays, and Asians. We are proud of 
ourselves. Gay Asians are an integral 
part of the United States. We will not 
be forgotten. 

During this march, gay Asians will be 
together marching with our banners. 
We have power, and we are going to 
use it For love and for life, we are 
not going back! 

This will be an Asian contingent 
made up of gay Asian groups from 

(continued next page) 
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Calendar Saturday, October 10 
1 p.m. Museum tour. Meet at the 

Sunday 8 November Arthur M. Saclder Gallery, Smith-
Thursday 24 September 1 p.m. sonian Institute. 
Some time in the evening Potluck and discussion meet- 7 p.m. Party organized by Washing-

"The Big Demonstration and ing. Topic: The March! If you ton Bridge for the Asian contingent at 
the Normandy Inn, 2118 Wyoming 

Other Pieces" by the United didn't make it to DC, find out Avenue, N.W., (202) 483-1350. 
Fruit Company. Performance what you missed. At Siong-
to benefit the People of Color huat Chua's, 91 Westland Ave Sunday, October 11 

Task Force of the March on (corner of Hemenway St), apt 9 a.m. People of Color Caucus rally. 
Cultural performance and speakers. Washington. Jack Lo says: 420, Boston, 536-9309. 12 noon. March (location TBA) 

"Hilarious! Outrageous!" There's no buzzer, so call from 2.30 p.m. Rally. 
Admission $4. At the Hay- the pay phone across the street. 
market. For Asians. For more details, please read Gay 

Community News. 

Tuesday 6 October compiled by Andrew Li The United Fruit Company, the 
7.00-9.30 p.m. outrageous political street theater 
Affirmation Gathering for MARCH group, will present a performance to 
people of color and their lovers, (continued from Page 1) benefit the People of Color Task 

Force entitled "The Big Demonstra-friends, or loved ones who have across the country. On Saturday, tion and Other Pieces." It will be the been affected by AIDS. A October 10, Washington Bridge, a funniest show you have ever seen. At 
cultural event, with speakers, Washington group, will hold a party the Haymarket, Thursday evening, 
poetry, music, and refresh- at the Normandy Inn. This is an October24. 

opportunity to meet our gay Asian 
ments. Presented by the Minor- brothers and sisters and build a I hope to see you all in Washington. ity Concerns Committee of the nation-wide network. The future of gays and lesbians is in 
AIDS Action Committee as our hands. Your support will make a 
part of AIDS Action Week, 4- On Sunday, October 11, at 9 a.m. we difference. If you should have any 
11 October. At the Jorge N. will be at the rally sponsored by the further questions, please call me at 

People of Color Caucus. There will 
Hernandez Cultural Center, 85 547-8647. 

be cultural events and Asian speakers. 
West Newton St, South End. At the afternoon rally, 12 noon, the Jack Lo, Co-chair BAGMAL 

Asian contingent will parade to P.S. I have just been informed that 
Saturday-Sunday 10-11 celebrate our Asian pride and beauty. Chicago's Asians and Friends have 
October We are proclaiming our existence and made March sweatshirts. You can 

March on Washington. No 
our civil rights. We will be part of order them through me at $10 per. 
this historic event. 

discussion meeting this month. ENDORSEMENT 
Go to this instead. For transportation and hotel arrange-

The Steering Committe offiAGMAL 
ments, please call the Boston office of has agreed to endorse the goals of the 
the March on Washington (426- Committee for Civil Liberties and Tuesday 13 October 
5605). Call now, as space is running Sexual Liberties (CCLSF) and the 

right of its members to be free from 7 p.m. out and prices are going up. If you eovemmental harrassment. The 
Dinner in Chinatown with need subsidized transportation, please CLSF was formed to ensure that in 
David Moy, president of Asians call the same number. The number of cases where gay men and lesbians are 

accused of sexual activity with teen-
and Friends Chicago. Meet in theW ashington office is (202) 783- agers, and where no violence, ra{)e or 

1828, for information after you get coercion is involved, the civil rights 
front of Jordan Marsh at Down- there. of both the accused and the alleged. 

"victims" are fully observed by pollee town Crossing (Winter and 
and prosecutors. The endorsement 

Washington Streets) and walk Here is the program as it stands now was reguested by the CCLSF in the 
face of slanderous reports in a local to Chinatown. All welcome. (mid-September) for the March on 
newspaper that it was a "Child Sex 

Washington, October 10-11: Defence" grqup with no ~upport in the 
gay and lesbian commumty. 
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The more desperate the situation you survive the stronger you become 
AN INTERVIEW WITH DANNY YU by S. H. Chua 

Let's start with some backgr_ound. 

Probably one of the most distinctive 
things in my background is that I 
went to an all-boys' private school for 
thirteen years in Richmond, Virginia 
So the environment I was socialized 
in was very bourgeois, very preppy, 
very conservative American South, 
very white. I was one of 2 Asians in 
13 grades. 

Where is the money behind this 
community? 

I equate Richmond as sort of the 
Connecticutt of the South so it's very 
much stockbrokers- old money, lot's 
of old money, lots of tobacco money, 
bankers, lawyers, doctors very 
traditional upper middle class to 
upper class. 

What about your parents? 

My father is a mechanical engineer 
and owns an engineering firm. He 
has a branch in Taipei, a branch in 
D.C., a branch in Richmond. My 
grandfather was in the Nationalist 
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Danny Yu is in his junior year at Tufts University, Medford Mass where he was also the 
leader of the Tufts Gay and Lesbian Club for a year. This interview took place on Sep­
tember 17 in Danny's dormitor. I thank him for sharing his views with our readers. 

government. They were in China, the 
Revolution came, they moved to 
Taiwan, my grandfather stayed in the 
government there. My father left to 
go to school in the U.S. and he stayed 
so he's been in the States more than 
he's been anywhere else. I grew up 
speaking Chinese. I speak Mandarin 
fluently. My biological mother 
actually died when I was 10. And 
then my father has since remarried -
also a Chinese woman. 

Any siblings? 

I have a half brother who is 7. 

No other Asians in the neighborhood? 

Absolutely purely white upper-middle 
class to the core. It's so hard to 
explain to you .. the community is 
closed, it's very stagnant, so growing 
up gay and Asian .. it was quite 
unbearable. 
Originally my father was working in a 
firm before he opened up his own 
firm and I can say that one of the 
reasons he was asked to leave was: 
well he was Executive Vice-President 
of the firm. And the rest of the 
partners just said - because the 
President was leaving - and they said 
if you don't leave we will vote you 
out. It was a racist thing. My father 
had literally worked bottom up from 
the firm. And going to a small white 
school, the teachers were racist, the 
students were racist, the parents were 
racist. To a degree of public humili­
ation specifically directed at me. I 
guess I learnt day one even before 
thinking of my sexuality, I knew what 
it is to be different · 

Do you feel your parents helped you 

at all with your experiences in the 
school? 

It's very interesting. My father has 
the immigrant mentality which is you 
get to America, you work, you work 
and you work and you charge your 
way to the top and you don't let 
anything stop you. So he's a very 
strong person but to some degree that 
has also blinded him. Like he refuses 
to believe what happened to him in 
the previous firm was racist It's 
blatantly so to my eyes. And there­
fore when I can remember having 
been 3 years old and a brick was 
thrown at our door with a note tied 
around it saying - "Chinks get out" or 
something. It was directed at me; it 
was kids' writing and I remember my 
father saying, "See you're this young 
and you're already making trouble". 
So immediately it was my fault, it was 
blaming the victim. Asians in 
general, I think, are brought up to be 
passive and silent and respectful, 
whatever, so to make waves in a 
community or to create a stir is bad. 
And so when it was seen that our 
family was creating a stir just by 
existing, then I was blamed. So it was 
just like a double oppression. Be­
cause my father to this day still 
refuses to acknowledge that I had sat 
through incredibly racist, oppressive 
situations. I can remember one time 
when I was in 7th grade the classroom 
was cold. And I asked the teacher if I 
could close the window. It was in 
February. It was an all-boy's school 
so it builds Male Character to leave 
the windows open and all that. And I 
said, "Can I close the window?" and 
he says "Close the window? Are you 
cold? I thought you people knew how 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 3) 
to keep yourselves warm?" I mean 
just absolutely asinine, made no 
correlation whatsoever. So he said, 
"Paper makes very good insulation." 
So he puts me in the front of the class 
and wrapped me in newspaper, made 
a coolie hat for me. And this was in 
front of a class of 13 year-old kids. 
Absolutely humiliating. And then 
taking it back to my father, my father 
says, "What do you want me to do? 
Talk to the headmaster?" Just sort of 
like this is a hopeless situation, why 
are you making such a big deal about 
it? Just learn to live with it. 

You had a small circle of friends 
though that helped you survive your 
years there? 

ship you could say. 

When did it strike you that hey, this is 
the way! am? 

Well I remember that right after my 
experiences in 7th grade I said, "Oh 
my god. And I said the words "I feel 
so guilty". I said that to him. And he 
at that point just did not want to deal 
with it I think I fought it until... I 
remember 8th grade sex education­
all boys must go through this stage -
and I thought I'm still in this stage. 
9th grade came around and by lOth 

good friends in school. 

This thing about wanting to kill 
yourself and pleasing your parents. 
Was that ingrained in you - this whole 
burden of the Chinese son? 

Oh yes. For my mother - my 
mother's dead- I was not just the only 
son I was the only child. So it was a 
double burden. Plus my mother's 
dead and there was this whole idea in 
my father's head that was never 
spoken though I knew of- sort of 
keeping something of my mother 
alive. Because my father loved my 

You become sort of their mother very much, I know that So 
when I had dates - the kind of scene 

pet friend who happens to that I was in was a debutante scene -

be different. It's a very so when we had debutante dances I 
would escort all these white women, 

patriarchal, COndescending of course. White women went to It was always small. I didn't take 
jokes well. I was never the "ha, ha.. 
Chinese, Japanese, ha ha .. " I never 
took that well. If you rebel against it, 
it comes down harder on you. But if 
you accept it and laugh with them 
which is what they want to a certain 
degree then you become sort of their 
pet minority. You become sort of 
their pet friend who happens to be 
different It's a very sort-of patriar­
chal, condescending relationship. 

relationship. these things and I was the token 
-------------1 Asian. And my father would just say 

How about coming out? You had 
experiences very young? 

You mean sexual experiences? In 7th 
grade was my first sexual experience 
and it was with this black kid who 
was one of two people of color in my 
school. It was very much sort of kids 
fooling around. And after that he 
didn't speak to me. He called me 
faggot a lot. He did the natural turn­
around. And what happened senior 
year was we sang in the same Glee 
Club and ended up together again. So 
from 7th grade to senior year in high 
school we did not speak very much; 
in fact he was very belligerent And 
then we began a sexual relationship 
which sort of I guess rekindled the 
friendship. It was a love relationship, 
it was definitely a romantic relation-
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grade, I'm like "OK I'm this way but 
I'll never tell anybody. I'm going to 
go ahead and have children, marry an 
Asian woman, marry Chinese woman 
and have Chinese babies, make my 
parents happy. And if it gets bad at 
some time I'll just kill myself." That 
was just my plan. That's the way I 
was going to conduct things. And 
then what happened was senior year I 
was looking at colleges and I went to 
Brown which has a very active gay 
community. And my cousin: she 
models some and was associated with 
some gay men who were students 
there. And she introduced me. And 
suddenly these were real people, who 
were students who were doing normal 
things - in quotation marks- and were 
OK. And I think I wanted so badly 
for it to be OK that all it took was one 
or two people to say "hey this is OK" 
and that made it alright And I came 
back from that trip just glowing. 
Feeling absolutely positive and just 
was determined that I am gay, that's 
it, there's no question, I've known it. 
It was really like I was building up to 
wanting to hear a voice, "it's OK" and 
I heard it. And then I told a couple of 

"Don't get serious with anybody -
with women he meant and when you 
do you should fmd a Chinese woman" 
And then I got older - the last party of 
my senior year- he started saying 
"You should find yourself a Chinese 
girlfriend when you get to college" 
Sort of expecting me to follow his 
pattern. And it's a very much a 
cultural-sociological thing. Asian 
fathers don't intervene in their sons' 
lives until it's time to get married. Or 
mothers also. They usually don't 
want to know anything of their social 
lives until it's time to fulfill- I call it 
sort of a block check-off. You have 
these things- an Asian wife (...f), an 
Asian babies (...f), a marriage that lasts 
for ever (...f) and you fmd a very stable 
good job (...f). You know there are 
these little things that all Asian men 
are supposed to have. I'm probably 
not going to have any of them. I 
might have children, that's it but I'm 
not going to be making the $80,000 or 
the $100,000 because I've seen it. 
It's not something that I'm dying or 
craving for. 

Have you come out to your father? 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 4) 

My freshman year. Within the first 
two, three months. He was stopping 
off in Boston talking to some people. 
I had been to some Tufts lesbian/gay 
community meetings. I mean I knew 
what I was, there was no question. 
It's just personally I've been disad­
vantaged in various and sundry ways 
throughout my life that if I don't 
immediately turn about the situation 
into something that's good, like for 
me to stop saying that "being gay is 
something awful" and say "this is 
what's good about myself'' in some 
ways so I can feel positive about 
myself to reassure myself it's OK­
that if I don't do all these things then I 
know I'll start to sink. That's how 
my life works I think. 

So what was his response? 

It was very mixed. At first it was like 
what would your mother say. She'd 
be turning over in her grave. 

So first it's guilt. 

Yes tons of guilt. And then he said: 
"On television I see these men they 
want to get married to one another. Is 
this what you want?" And it was well 
-maybe. I think I tried to give him a 
watered down version. Even though 
I'd had sex I told him I hadn't I told 
him that for now this is the way I was 
instead of saying this is it- it's never 
going to move. I was frightened too. 
I don't think I was secure in my 
personal-political- that link- beliefs. 
I came out to him about two weeks 
before Thanksgiving and I went home 
for Thanksgiving. I remember being 
in the grocery store buying the turkey 
and he's saying to me- you're sick, 
you're screwed up. He wouldn't talk 
to me but he would drop these little 
words. And we wouldn't look at each 
other when we pass in the halls. It 
was very hard. It was very tense. But 
then ·the night I came out to him he 
took me out to dinner and he was 
saying, "Well I would never have the 
guts to say something like that". So 
he's a good man and sort of smart and 
part of him except for the way he was 
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socialized could probably deal 
because he loves me very much. But 
he has so much to uphold. It's like 
the American saying, "the more you 
have the farther you fall if you lose 
it". It's very much like that 

Let's move on to Tufts. How do you 
characterize your experience here first 
of all as someone Asian - a Chinese­
American student. 

Compared to Richmond which is my 
only other experience- wonderful. I 
can speak up as someone Asian­
identified- as an Asian student at 
Tufts and people will even stop, more 
so, and listen. And listen more care­
fully. Now Tufts has lots of adminis­
trative problems and all kinds of pro­
blems with its very much upper class 
white student body but in some circles 
I have some respect for who I am. 

Do you find support because there are 
more Asian students around? 

I think just visually it is very reassur­
ing because I know faces and names 
and even though I have only one close 
Asian friend here. The students here 
are very mixed - Hong Kong, Sin­
gapore, American-born and a large 
Korean population. I don't feel 
threatened as an Asian man, not any 
more so than our society is racist in 
nature. I have heard things - but I 
don't feel immediately threatened 
every day when I get up. I feel more 
so being gay than being Asian. 

How out are you to the student 
population? 

I am so out.. I was the leader of the 
Tufts gay student organization last 
year and we also had a racial incident 
on campus which turned into 3 
months of sensitivity training - a 
couple of months of very intense 
activity. I ran homophobia work­
shops, I made a speech after Mel King 
spoke. I'm taking a class in Philan­
thropy and Voluntarism - talking 
about people in America volunteering 
their time. And we went around class 

saying what is the biggest commit­
ment that we've made. And I 
immediately said the gay community. 
And it wasn't until after the class that 
I thought: I've just come out As an 
act I came out to a whole bunch of 
people. I walk around with a bag that 
has everything on it (pointing to the 
many buttons on his bag). There is 
nothing to hide. 

What has been the response from the 
Asian students here to you. Do you 
know? 

Not very warm and receptive. I have 
a friend. She is very progressive - she 
works with the Chinatown Peoples' 
Progressive Association- she's a 
feminist and identifies herself as so, 
so I can talk to her. My first year I 
had quite a few Asian friends but they 
were all seniors and have since 
graduated. And they dealt with it 
very well. They all had other friends 
who are gay. The truth is that, I think 
that as a cultural trait Asians don't 
like to make waves. They're afraid of 
losing face, of being disrespectful. 

You're not really involved with the 
Tufts Asian Students' Club? 

No. I was president of the Mandarin 
society -which is part of the Asian 
Students' club. This was last year, 
first semester at the same time that I 
was President of Tufts Lesbian and 
Gays. Every meeting had 12- 15 
attending. 

And everyone knew that you are gay. 
There was no overt hostility but no 
one brought it up to discuss it with 
you either? 

Except for the President of the Asian 
Students' Group last year. We did 
coalitions and things. 

Has your openness helped spur other 
Asian students to come out? 

I actually was talking to an Asian guy. 
He's Thai. He comes from a very 

(continued on next page) 
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much upper clas~~¥MMI9"1 !t189 5) 
have a marriage arranged for him, 
he's Buddhist- and he just fought it 
all the way. 

He sought you out? 

Sort of. He came to a lesbian and gay 
dance and I started talking to him. 
And we had lunch a couple of times 
and I was trying to tell him that he has 
to stand up for himself, that he can 
talk to me whatever. But he got 
frightened off and he doesn't speak to 
me anymore. I do suspect quite a few 
people around campus who are gay 
and Asian. The community is not 
conducive to coming out I don't 

Did you feel that you might have 
lacked particular support for the 
Chinese part- the cultural part? 

That was my only conflict with the 
group ever. And that occurred last 
year when the university was under 
this roll of being everything sensitive, 
that meant gay and lesbian sensitive, 
racially sensitive, whatever. And I 
was speaking out on campus as both 
an Asian student and as a gay man. 
And I really had a problem with the 
Director of the Asian student center. 
She said that I was not speaking out 
enough as an Asian student. Now in 
every one of my speeches I always 
acknowledge who I was and why 

As far as your coming out - don't you 
feel there was something lacking in 
that you were coming out and joining 
a group of people who were all white? 

Yes. Because you know the gay 
community, the gay men's commu­
nity, is very physically oriented. I 
went out to bars pretty much as soon 
as I started coming out. But my 
friends were all these young, campus­
type, white college students so they 
got scoped over, and they were the 
ones who were always socializing. 
And I never felt that people ap-­
proached me sexually. I've since 
known that that was also because of 
the circle we were socializing in. 

It's hard for me to tell whether I'm being too sensitive to these things or are they 
true. It's also hard when you have no one to compare notes with. 

think. The strange thing is that in as 
much as Asians don't speak out that 
much against, I don't think they 
would really have a fit if the person 
was their friend. It's not like coming 
out in a fraternity, if you know what 
I'm saying. 

I think you respect people's individu­
ality more in Asian cultures. 

I don't know whether it's respect or 
not dealing. Sometimes I think that it 
is not addressing the issue. 

Now how about the gay and lesbian 
students here. When you came out 
you went to the group? 

TGLC (Tufts Gay and Lesbian Club) 
is a very special group. I've seen how 
other groups interact. There's 
something in how the meetings are 
run or the tradition of how the topics 
come up. It's just very warm, very 
human, very supportive. And I can 
remember talking about how I came 
out to my father and the group just 
poised on the edge of their seats and 
just crying with me. It was almost 
like therapy but they were friends. 
Wonderful. 
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racism was very much .... I had found 
racism in the gay community. I 
articulated all these things in what I 
was saying, in what I was writing and 
I think her problem was that she was 
upset with the other Asian students 
for not speaking out. I was the 
President of the Tufts Lesbian and 
Gay students after all. The problem 
with the gay students was that every 
time that I would try to explain my 
own racial oppression they would say 
- "Yes, there are people who are blind 
and there are people who are in 
wheelchairs and there are black 
people .. " To me that is a tactic people 
use to avoid dealing with themselves 
as oppressors. Instead of saying that 
as a white person, I am part of a group 
that oppresses, instead of acknowl­
edging that because that is too scary 
for them they just bring up other 
people so that your oppression 
doesn't seem quite as great And I 
was furious. I stormed out of a 
meeting one night because they were 
feeding that shit. And I raised hell 
and I made sure that everyone knew 
where I was coming from. And to 
this day I am the only person of color 
in our group. And we had a meeting 
last night of 27 people. 

So you felt that you were excluded by 
default from this "dating game" 
simply because ofrace. That al­
though these were all yours friends, 
warm and close friends and so on and 
yet just because of the way you 
looked you were not included. 

It's hard for me to tell whether I'm 
being .. and this is also sort of opp­
ressing yourself, learning to internal­
ize oppression- whether I'm being 
too sensitive to these things or are 
they true. It's also hard when you 
have no one to compare notes with. I 
would notice that they would have a 
certain standard of person that they 
think that they could get and they 
would tell me that .. Hey, he's cute 
over there, you should go talk to him" 
and that person would be compara­
tively much different looking not, in 
big quotes, what most people consider 
good looking. It's like I can never do 
quite as well is the theory. And even 
as recent as yesterday someone whom 
I know and who is really a fairly 
decent friend of mine said to me, 
"Isn't it true that the only people who 
are like attracted to Asian men are 
Vietnam vets and older men." And 
that's just the most asinine thing. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 6) 

There's a point when I've been so 
furious but now it's just like, "he's 
ignorant". That was a very hard thing 
for me to deal with. 

Just coming out then wasn't the only 
solution. You had overcome one 
hurdle and a new set of contradictions 
arose. You lacked really a peer 
group, in a sense. 

Absolutely. 

Are you still President of the Tufts 
Lesbian and Gay Club? 

I did one year on the club and I just 
went crazy. There's just such an 
incredible amount of work to be done 
and as leader, you are representative 
on every faculty-student committee 
on the issue. You're just spread too 
thin. On campus I decided that I still 
want to stay involved. In this country 
it is privileged to be a student, I think 
and I want to accept that and enjoy it I 
guess. And I really want to direct my 
energies, work on very specific 
projects as opposed as to large 
organizations. For example there is a 
student-faculty committee on AIDS 
and I want to do outreach especially 
to minority communities - education -
and bring speakers from the minority 
communites. A part of what our 
Lesbian and Gay group does is to go 
speak to classes and I think the 
perspective I bring is very different. 

Most people assume gay people are 
white. And here you come out in 
front of a group and you are Chinese. 
Do you find any special reaction to 
this? 

You know what's hard is that white 
people who want to deal with the 
issue of racism usually only want to 
talk about black people. And when 
you bring up Asians they'll mention 
oppression as, oh ya, and them too. 

There's this whole other thing of the 
model minority. 

And that's it. They see, oh ya, you 
guys are the doctors, the restaurant 
owners. And I'm like "No". We're 
also the people like the waiters and 
bus-boys who stand on the street 
comers in Chinatown waiting to take 
the vans out to the suburbs to cook. 
We're the P and L garment workers 
who are displaced because they think 
that because we don't speak English 
they can screw us over. I get really 
tired of constantly educating. I 
educate on the gay/lesbian level, I 
educate on the realistic Asian level. 
It's difficult. Many times I feel I just 
want to shut these doors and say: I 
need time for myself. 

Let's shut the doors then and talk 
about your persona/life. How's your 
love life? 

My love life is wonderful. My love 
life is so good. I'm so in love with 
the most wonderful man. 

When did this happen? 

Six months ago. And it's one of those 
things that.. I think that especially 
when you're Asian and you run 
around in white bars, and if that's 
what you are looking forbut even in 
political things. Especially political 
white people. Because political white 
people will talk to you and really 
want to know you, really understand 
your oppression and all this stuff but 
they don't want to date you. That's 
my perception a lot of the times. 
That's a very broad generalization. I 
met my lover/boyfriend/significant 
other- my partner, he's my partner, I 
met him through TLGC - the gay 
group. He was a graduate student in 
Public Policy, a radical program at 
Tufts and we got involved through 
politics. After we were writing letters 
to the editor about some horrible 
homophobic act that was done on 
campus we decided that hey, we 
should do some non-political stuff 
together. It was just very quick, we 
weren't even thinking. And one thing 
just led to another and we fell in love. 
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What's your impression of BAG­
MAL? 

Great. I've been only to one meeting. 
This is fair. I'd definitely go to more 
but I'm just over-extended. What was 
good was for me was to sit in a room 
of people who are not only racially 
like me but as far as sexual orienta­
tion like me. And to be able to hear 
all these things that I can just think 
but not voice - like racism in the gay 
communtiy with gay men and how 
gay male culture being very physical 
and how that feels. It's hard because 
to a certain degree all this happened 
after I had worked through a lot of 
these things. I had worked it through 
by myself and I'm sure it would have 
been a lot easier if I ... 

In other words you might have needed 
the group much more at an earlier 
stage. 

Defmitely before I took over TLGC. 
By the time I took over TLGC I was 
dealing with my racial identity and 
what that meant. I was very much 
telling other people about it. I think 
that if you are marginalized you 
create a community immediately and 
I was forcing other people to be my 
community. You understand what it's 
like to be Asian or you at least be able 
listen to me ... 

It's very much like people always 
talking about role models. Well you 
find that you become your own role 
model. That you find you have to 
create your own and you become your 
own role model. 

Exactly. In some ways and I say this 
is a very Eastern approach - there's 
good and bad to everything. It seems 
that the more desperate the situation 
that you survive the stronger you 
become. You might not always feel 
that strong but your potential always 
is sort of stretched further. It's not 
easy being both Asian and gay. 

In a sense maybe you have gone 

(continued on next page) 
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On race and beauty 

by Andrew Li 

Some people like blonds; others 
don't "What of it? Chacun a son 
gout." I agree. However, this article 
is not about taste, which is beyond 
qu~stion; it is about stereotyping, 
wh1ch often masquerades as taste and 
which is most definitely open toques­
tion. What in the world am I talking 
about? I am talking about the two 
issues about which we, as a racial 
minority, cannot take a laissez-faire 
attitude. 

fmd Asians less attractive than whites. 
Why is this? Is this pragmatism in the 
face of a statistical reality? I think 
not. This is what we learn living in 
this society. Everybody knows that 
whites (and, fmally, in these modem 
times, blacks) have good times 
drinking Coke and dress sexily. 
Asians are skinny and study a lot. 
Which would you prefer? Once 
again, we are dealing with stereotypes 
and not reality. 

This is the point at which I question 
the "taste" of other Asians. I am not 
saying that Asians who are not 
attracted to other Asians suffer from 
self-hatred or political incorrectness. 
My point is merely that we must not 
be prisoners of cultural conditioning. 
We all have minds and we should use 
them. 

The first has to do with how non­
Asians see us. Some find us, as a 
group, unattractive. This probably 
has to do with cultural conditioning 
(see below). Others fmd most or even ~----=----------
all Asians attractive. One can argue DAN NY Y U 
that this preference is a purely (continued from page 7) 
aesthetic one (slim-bodies-and- beyond that problem but a lot of 
black-hair) and is therefore immune Asian men find it hard to find friends, 
from discussion. 1 find this a tricky partners, lovers, people to have sex 
argument to make, however, because with. Because I think they find 
race is more than a set of physical themselves excluded on a basic 
characteristics. It includes a whole physical level. 

set of cultural traits, both real and 
imagined. Very often the person who 
likes Asians for their slim-bodies­
and-black-hair also likes their gentle­
ness-and-spirituality. This is not 
aesthetics; this is stereotyping. All 
Asians are not gentle--and-spiritual. 
All blacks are not rhythmic-and­
musical. 

The other point of interest at the 
intersection of race and beauty is what 
we, Asians in a white society, see as 
beautiful. To the extent that the sense 
of beauty is arbitrary (i.e., there is no 
accounting for taste), I refrain from 
questioning others. But-and this is a 
big but-the sense of beauty is 
learned. In general, the Asians I have 
met in Asia prefer Asians, while those 
in North America prefer whites. They 
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I don't have a lot of Asian gay men 
who are friends of mine but I do tend 
to wonder taking a cross-section of u 
and ask what do you look for in a 
lover, or not even a lover, what do 
you look for just for a one-night 
stand. And I would guarantee you 
almost and just from sitting in that 
meeting where it was discussed with 
about 10 - that it was blond, it was 
either the jock-type, the all-American 
look. That just interested me a lot. 

Do you have words of advice for 
other gay Asian students who might 
be reading this. 

I always say that a truly intelligent 
person takes advantage of all their 
resources. Looks around them and 
their immediate vicinity and says 

there's this organization, and there's 
this library and there are these people 
and there are these support groups. 
And if I need these it does me no 
good to sit in this room by myself. 
This whole thing of this solid, silent 
male strength is for the birds, espe­
cially when you are as marginalized 
as being Asian and gay. The strong­
est thing I can think of for someone 
who is just coming out, a freshman or 
something. Go the BAGMAL or read 
that Chinese author, Pai Hsieng Yung, 
or go to therapy. Find something, do 
something to make you feel good 
about yourself 'cos then you feel 
powerful, then you can feel you can 
do something, you are somebody. 
I'm convinced that when you are just 
discovering that you are gay, and you 
are just starting to get in touch with 
wh~t that is, juxtaposed against being 
Astan, you don't feel good about 
yourself. 

How canBAGMAL do more out­
reach to students? 

This is one way I would be willing to 
get involved in BAG MAL. It is 
actually to go to a meeting at Harvard, 
or go to a meeting at BU, and 
propose that they do a meeting on 
racial diversity within the gay and 
lesbian community and have them 
invite speakers. 

These are the gay groups. How about 
Asian student groups? 

But I don't think that your response 
will be as positive. The gay commu­
nity has a lot of problems but one 
thing it does, it embraces the men in 
dresses. I'm not saying that it's 
always understands and it's always 
sensitive but I think it is more prone 
to be accepting than a lot of other 
communities. 
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