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Gay Pride Week--Towards « Community?

For all of its bohemian pretensions, Charles wtrzet
was not a likely location for an impromptu gay 1lib march.
Yel here they were, sixiy men and women parading wown Lhe
sidewalk on ¢ slednesday evening and chanting: "lwo-iour-

cix-eight, #2y is twice as z£ond ac stroizht! three-Tive-

seven-nine, lesbians are

3

Y

ighty fine!" ‘he procession
cuickly wound its way from the Public Garden to the
Charles oStreet Jail, where demonstrotors held 2 candle
light vigil for the ey prisoners inside,

There was little open hostility from passing opoc-
tators, only surprise., oome men smiled nervousl;,

L

others clutchea their dates. lanya, a bearded trnoe-
vestite, waved abl them and shoulea, "Join usi" By
flaunting their nomosexuslity, the members of this mixed
assemblage vere perpoirating a mind-fuck upon the mores
that damned thenr to invisibility as nonpeople.

Ags the rz1ly was dispersing, someone shouted,

"Let's zap Sporterst" 4 continsent of two dozen hurrieo

W

along Cambridze Street to the chant, "Cut of the Lars and
into the stirects!" Lost of them entered, still chzntinjg--
bul when, the management turned up the juke box, they

left and held another vigil in front of the bar. "I'm

gay and I'm not opesressed," a conservatively dresosd pa-
tron insisted. He argucd for itwenty winules with viana,
an atbtractive lesbian who had once been fired because of

her homosexunlitly.
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It was appropriate, if not entirely logical, Llhat
this demonstration should end with a confrontation at
one of Boston's most popular gay bars. [or the bars,
along with the Lsplanade and the toilets of the Grey-
hound, have traditionally been among the few places
wvhere homosexuals could meet. Here individuals could
make contacts in anonymity and preservé their masquerade
of straightness before a hostile world--save for the
risks of attack and of police harassment. This is the
gay ghetto, and until recently there were no alterna-
tives,

tven with its large college population, Boston is a
conservative city. (Remember that it bannsd books until

only a dozen years ago.) In the Massachuretts Genzral

Laws, the chaptler "Crimes Against Chastity" is particu-
larly illustrative of popular bigotry: fornication car-
ries a maximum penalty of three months' imprisonment-—-
and sodomy carries twenty years. The Puritan heritage
and the Irish Catholic influence still dictate our of-
ficial morality.

The idea that gay people should protest their op-
pression was slow to develop, slower than in many other
cities across the country. Piéneering eflorts of the
early homophile groups in places like Kew York and San
Prancisco huad antedated voclon's first stirrings by
years,

The Homophile Union of Boston was formed in early



1969, butbt it was not until = year later that therc wos
any scnse of &= "movement." In the meantime occurred Lhe
Christopher Street riot in ilew York, the first time that
homosexunls had dared to fi:ht the police when they at-
tempted {c raid a Grecnwich Villzge ay bar, It wan,
symbolically, tne beginninz of zay liberation, =nd i in-
fluenced the founding of the Daughters of Bilitis and the
Student Homophile League in Boston the following winter.

Ihe enniversary of this uprising has been cclesrated
throughout the tniteu 3tates each year at the end of June.
In Boston it has provided an annual testimonial to the
movemcneo'c development., 1his has been a painful siruzile
and the geins have becn small, but there is at lact reca-
son for hopc in our wttenpts to create an alternative
wnere nothing hous existeu before,

Two yeers ©go prescure from the mayor's office
forced the minister of the Charles Streeti leetinzhouse to
cancel a scheduled dance. Inquiries at other churchss
and at the universitiec yielded a monotonous variciy of
excuses. and last yerr's Gay Pride Weck was nearly ru-
ined by feclionalism and by animosity between the men and
the women.

This yezr, almost miraculously, Gay Fride Week ex-—
perienced few of theve hnsgsles, A series of films and
workshops vas presented, =2nd ﬁlans vere mage for an ac-
tivist organizalion to combat specific abuces like volice

brutality nnd employmeni discriminiiion, i'ridaay niht




there was a donce al the meetinghouse, wvhore gay donced
now occur mointhly,

The climax of the weck's activities wrg the demon-
stration in wowntown Soston Saturday afiernoon, lianrly
7 souvare to the Common., o briel
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rally ena poeblry reading, was neld in Tront of €
house.

fou wstufl me with your neea
and 2y it is my need, You stick

your hardness in my face
and cay it ic my sofinc:oz,

v 195 my sofiness. GO away.

i have ro more ofenings

ior hardnecss,

—-"sxorciem of the Straizht/iezn/vernicn™

Unlikes lzot year, there weas no need for horvy svoochoo,
and 2 gary-in followed on the Common.

sven wiblh Uhis cualified success, most of our .oab-
ers uwere ripy2d down immedistely after they had tecn pul
up, a fate not shared by the inanilies of Prosrecsaive La-
bor or the new nizht Coalition., Ubviously, we had hil o
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nerve., J{et it is evident thaet gey liberation in wsoston

is b2ginning to reach its presuned conslituency, tie homo-

sexuzl community. ‘‘the future should prove interesting.



