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Bruce Decker, philanthropist, succumbs at 45

Gay philanthropist Bruce Decker,
45, an influential Gay Republican who
helped found several AIDS organiza-
tions during his lifetime, died Satur-
day, November 11 of AIDS-related
causes at his home in Beverly Hills,
California, according to his ~close
friend and colleague, Rick Reidy of
Hollywood, California.

An active and openly Gay member
of the Republican Party throughout the
1980s, Decker also was highly dedicat-
ed to AIDS research, education, and
treatment, serving as a political consul-
tant, corporate strategist, and philan-
thropist. He served as president and
hoard chair of the national Gay Repub-
lican group Concerned Amiericans 10
Individual Rights (CAIR), and helped
found a number of AIDS research or-
ganizations, including the Health Poli-
cy and Research Foundation of Los
Angeles. As the foundation’s president,
Decker coordinated long-term plan-
ning and funding for AIDS interven-
tion projects.

Decker also served as a consultant to
pharmaceutical companies regarding
the product development and market-
ing of AIDS drugs. Last year, Decker
and the Health Policy and Research
Foundation were among several re-

spondents in a complaint charging that
Johnson & Johnson pharmaceutical
company paid AIDS organizations to
promote the company’s HIV antibody
home testing kit. Decker acknowl-
edged working as a consultant to John-
son & Johnson, saying he believed the
test would benefit the public and those
at risk for HIV.

In 1987, several prominent Republi-
cans pushed for Decker to be named to
the National AIDS Commission, a
body established by legislation intro-
duced by then-Sen. Pete Wilson (R-
Calif.). Wilson and others reportedly
had urged Republican President

Ronald Reagan tQ annaint e 0 b
€ appointment did not materialize.

Decker served in 1986 as finance
chairperson of the successful $2.5 mil-
lion campaign to defeat California’s
Proposition 64, a ballot initiative that
called for quarantining people with the
AIDS virus.

In 1985, Decker assisted Elizabeth
Taylor, Dr. Michael Gottlieb, and Dr.
Mathilde Krim in founding the Ameri-
can Foundation for AIDS Research
(AmFAR), the first national organiza-
tion dedicated to AIDS funding and re-
search. He was also co-creator of the
World AIDS Vaccine Initiative, an ad-
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uce Decker

hoc group of international researchers,
executives, and activists dedicated to
identifying barriers to developing an
HIV vaccine. .
Earlier in his career, Decker worked
as a White House advance assistant for
Republican President Gerald Ford and
an assistant to Ford’s vice president,
Nelson Rockefeller. He also worked on
travel projects for President Jimmy

We are saddened to announce the death of Walter Dattilio earlier this month, who resided at the

Hospice at Mission Hill. Walter had recently been attending the Last Tuesday dinners and in a very
short period of time touched the lives of many of our guests. Joseph Moya related that "I was deeply

Carter, a Democrat.

Decker was appointed chairperson
of the California AIDS Advisory Com-
mittee by Gov. George Deukmejian in
1984. He resigned in 1988, however, to
protest the governor’s support of legis-
lation that Decker felt would have re-
stricted privacy rights for people with
HIV and AIDS, said Reidy.

Born in 1950 in Palo Alto, Calif.,
Decker graduated in 1968 from the
Robert Louis Stevenson School in Peb-
ble Beach, Calif., and in 1972 from the
University of Santa Clara. He earned a
master’s degree in hotel management
from the University of Denver in 1975.
ua H. Dec er K a : a ,e:;
father and stepmother, William and
Ann Decker of Ashland, Ore.; sister,
Pamela Daner, and her children, Laura
and Chris Daner, all of Eugene, Ore.;
and many friends.

A memorial party is being planned
for early December. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the AIDS
Healthcare Foundation, 6255 Sunset
Blvd., 16th Floor, Los Angeles, CA
90028.

--Wendy Johnson and
Kristina Campbell

inspired when Imet Walter and very touched when he sent me a note foﬂ%v:mg his first Last Tuesday
just to say thanks." We shall add his name to our book of,remembragé‘, and ask for your continued
prayers for him and his family
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