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* Now Hampshiro gay woman getting to gothor · ••••l2 * 

************** ABOUT BOSTON D. 0, B. ************ 
Because of prejudic e s and f ears 
pass ed down f or c enturi e s, our 
soci ety has tr eat ed homos exuals as 
lep ers, perv erts, an d fo ols, Both 
women and men with homos exual 
f eelings hav e bee n made to fe e l 
vvarthl e ss. 

Women of all ages and political 
persuasions participate in Bos ton 
D.0.B .•. Because many gay women ar e 
not in a position to make their 
gayness known publically, D.O.B, 
provides safeguards for those 
wishin g to work quietly within th e 
organization, plannin g th e soci a l 

Kins ey r eport ed th at 13% of women pro gram, writing, typing, or gani
have had so me homos exua l exp eri ence zing th e library, and so on. For 
by age 45, Bost on D.O. B. is one of thos e able to be more open, th er e 
many gay group s f or med in the last is political activism, etc, 
f ew years t o g iv e ga y women a chanc e 
to talk wit h one ano th er, sup port 
on e anoth er, and he l p cr ea t e a 
bett er lif e for all gay peopl e , 



2 CAT,FNDAR OF COMING EVENTS 

Tuesdays at 7:30 p,m. RAP SESSIONS ON BEING GAY, where all women 
are invited to share f eelings about being gay. 
HOT "-1"F" 1--,/, T ,L ( fJ 0 rst: +'l o o r 10 1 117 !"' ( , ) . a >-'~rv -:i•nrl L :::iw J..JJ,!.- ~ ,:) .J..- .1."\..J . ., - J .l.. ..!- ... ... .,_O ·" , - - C.l.. ,_....,J_•....l. ._.. , , 

Sch oe l dc)r mi t ory, be si de par k ing gara ge which is on 
corner of .Everett St . and Massachusetts Ave. in 
Cambrid ge (several blocks north of Har vard Square). 

Thursdays 9- 9:30 p.m. GAY WAY Radio Show for the gay community. 
WBUR- FM, 90,9 on dial. 

Sundays 7 p . m. Boston Metropolitan Community Church (gay) discussion 
and worship , Arl in gton St. Church, Hunnewel l Chapel, 
Arlington & Boylst on Sts. , Boston. (for info call 
723 - 341 8 . The Boston church has r eceiv ed mission 
status from the national MCC). 

Oct , 7 , Saturday , 1 p.m, - New England Gay Conferenc e , 484 Chestnut 
St. , Holyok e , Mass . D.O.B. is going . For ride ca ll 
office or ask June or Geri . 

Oct.8, Sunday , 6:30 p.m., POTLUCK SUPPER AND SPEAKERS FROM 
OTHER GAY GROUPS (seep. 8 ). Bring you r special 
food item to sha r e . St . John's Church, 
33 Bowdoin St. , Boston. 

November 5, Sunday f 7:30 p . m. POTLUCK SUPPER (6:30 p . m.) AND ~ 
BUSINESS MEETI NG), Br i ng your food speciality, 
St. Joh n. s Church, 33 Bowdoin St ., Boston. 

Oct , 28, 1 p.m. SPEAK OUT RAGE. Pub lic hearing on c ri mes against 
women r elating to abor ti on , contraception, 
sterilization, etc . Organ iz ed by Boston Womens' 
Abortion Action Coa liti on (266-3574) and 
Female Liberation (491-1071), S-0-R seeks to co ll ect 
testimony from women, doctors , lawyers , counsellors 
to ultimate ly present to the legislature, etc . · 
Boston Univ ers i ty Law School Aud it orium . 

N ov . 19, Sunday , DON'T. FORGET lVIEM2lERS - Thanksg ivi ng dinn er at 
St . Johns at 5:30 P. M. DOB Members on l y. There is 
no charge for this dinner, DOB is supp lyin g a ll. 
Please be on time . 

THE POT LUCK SUPPER AND THE SPEAKERS INVITED ARE 
FOR YOU. THIS WILL BE A TI ME FOR ALL OF US TO 
ACQUAINT OURSELVES WITH THE O'I'HER GAY GROUPS 
AROUl\:D BOSTON. PLEASE COME .. . , ... . . WE NEED YOU! 

JOI N DOB ... JOIN DOB ...... JOI N DOB ..... JOIN DOB 

FOCI ARE ON SALE IN DOB OFFICE ONLY 501 

NEXT MONTH IN FOCUS: "Foll owin g My Partne rs' Lead" 
By Kay Silk 

Any articles , poetry , sk etch es for Focus pl ease 
send to DOB, 419 Boylston St. , Boston , Ma ss . 
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Most woman aro shorto~ 
than mo:=;t mcu 

It vs O[WY to over 
look us 

As tho role-conceptions of gay women 
have ch~ngod ovor tho past few years, 

. tho gay bar scene has booh changing as 
well. Women arc steppin g away from be
in g pseudo-males and tho powers that be 
aro provid:l:n.g more clubs for those 
actua li~.od woncn to pa~·tronizo. Thora 
has boon :1· def inite movo fr om sorony 
cornbat-:. ono hideouts stuffed into 
noi gl1bo:::-hood side pockets, to clubs with 
hoalthior aspects out of roach of tho 
spo ci a].iz.cd coll ecti ons of ovorone 0 s 
fav orite porvorsions dov-.rntown • .Explor
ing tho~o gathering places in tho Boston 
Arca: 

Thora is, of cour se, old Ja~quos, on 
tho corner of Broadway and Piedmont St. 
near tho now lbwar c~ Johns ons Sky Scraper 
in Bost on ~s Bay Vill~ go aroa. Women 
Gather hero on tho first floor--thoro is 
a downstairs bar f or men. Sadly, in 
order to roach tho roar aroa of tho first 
floor, you must pass tho front section 
bar whi ch always manages to collect for 
itself a patr onage of straight man 
present either .for tho 11look at tho two 
womon11 soxu E,l fantasy, or f o:r tho more 
active "I wonder If I can tako ono homo91 

kick. You 0 11 probably notice an occa
sional transvostito in tho ladies room. 
Tho la<l~os room itself is a little 
questi onable and was probably import ed 
from tho Titanic just barely bof ore 
sho sunk. Bo ready for any and all 
typos of hustles to come your way ••••• 

, varitios arc endless ••• obut some say 
tho olomont of danger gives J.Q.s 11 

an aura of excitement. Drinks hero 
cost 65¢ with no cover except Tuesday 
whon drinks arc JO¢ and cover is $1. 

Across tho street is tho Other Si da 
where you can leave tho procatory 
atmosphere of Jacques behind and lose 
yourself in tho people both male and 
female who come mostly t o dance to 
multi-colored disc oli ghts and woll
amplifiod music from a jukebox or spum 
by a D.J. Wednesday ni ghts and week
ends arc popular with women. Thero is 

a $1.00 cover but on Wodnosdayi, drinks 
arc 30¢ • 

Tho 1270, at 1270 Boylston Stroot was 
formerly patronized by males but it is 
fast becoming tho nicest bar for women 
in town. They've made Wednesday ni ght 
women° s night and ovory Worlnosday tho 
ba~k room is fille d with women. 1270 
seems to attract a nicer sot of women 
than Jacques; a good place to go with 
friends for conversation, l jg ht shows 
on tho wall, and a little dancing. 
Tho drinks there arc avorag ol y priced 
but a little on tho wcaksido uhloss 
you know th bartender. If you like 
~ruising, for get it here unless it Os 
sublto--tho tone of tho 1270 is almost 
intolloctual, hero you 011 find tho 
fominists 9 tho teachers, tho hospital 
administrators otc. 

If you have a car, go over tho Mystic 
River Bridge and take Route 95 North 
oc.t of Boston and oxlt about 45 m.in-
utos later at tho Byfield oxit whore 
you will fin d Tho HYWay Inn. IVs 
a motel, bar, dance hall and swimming 
pool complex. WHICH, a good sounding 
womens band, plays horo every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Drinks arc 50¢, and no 
one presses you to buy them every 16 
minutes. On Tuesdays, thoro is usually 
a buffet, all you can cat for $1.50. 

About 45 minutes in the opposite rliroo
tion is tho Cabana'in Providence, R,I. 
Drive along the Southeast Expressway 
and take tho Post Office .Exit noar tho 
State House. Tako tho first right, tho 
first loft and tho right. Go up tho 
hill until thoro 0 s an intersection. 
Boar left, NancyFillipi'S Cabana is at 
tho bottom of tho hill, it 0 s tho build
ing with Christmas lights all year 
around. Thero is usually a band on 
wookonds and $1.00 cover • .Expect to 
bo harrasso d if you smoke on tho d .".?:J.Co 
flo or or put your foot on the chair s. 
This club is homo base for Carol and 
ti10 Burgundies, an · all girls band rem--
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STALKING con°t 

cniscont of tho 50°s. When tho Burgundies 
arc thoro tho covor is $2. to walk in. 
You will be pressed to buy drinks. Tho 
Cabnna is froquontod by tho older cr owd 
of women. 

Thoro arc two othor Provi dence bars 
worth some considerati on. _If you taJ.,e 
the Central Falls Ex:it to Railroad St.-
you just may find a small bar called 
the Railroad which has just begun to 
become popular for tho young sot. 
"Which" plays there on weekends and 
thoro is a $1 covor. Tho Railroad is 
a good place to go if you 0 ro with some
one you care about and you like gr oping 
around in tho dark for your drinks. 

Tho other bar is called Tho Jail. Tho 
rumors have it assi gned tho nico to bo 
at colors of good atmosphere. Got 
directions there fr om a friend. 

At Provincetown thoro arc basically 
two aroas which draw women. Tho ~r own 
and Anchor has tho Back Room which 
welcomes male and fomalo patronage and 
what was called the Edwardian Room, tho 
room nearer the fr ont which is larger 
thQn tho Back Room and is predominantly 
female in tono--it has scmo really ni.co 
pict-:.u·os of women t ogether on thq walls. 
Thero is a $1 cover on weekends •• 

Tho Pied Piper is a woman°s bar further 
up tho stroot. Thero is usually ontor
tainmont on tho holidays. Drinks arc 
well mado and the atmosphere is pleasant. 

If you are in Provincet own on a holiday, 
don°t forgot Tho Moors around 4 p.m. 
They havo sing-a-lon g happy hours 
which are very popular with both males 
and females, but of course got there 
early. 

Gay bars have more res ponsive to tho 
realities of bein g a woman and bein g 
gay. Bars arc not tho foreign places 
of short days past. Tho feelin gs of 
being stalke d by str ai ght society in 
general and predatory men in particular 
can be now avoide d . Women now have 
some docent social options all their 
own.· 

********************* 

************** 
Editors 0 Noto: Tho followin g bars 
also exist but wo know little about 
thorn. Wo woulc't appreciate rea ders .' 
comments on those and other places in 
Now Englan d . 

. MASSACifuSEI'TS 

Lowell 

Majestic Bar, Merrimack St. 
(mostly men). 

Now Bodfor d 
Baylios' Squar e Cafe 
1759 Acushnet Ave.-~somo strai ght<

North Chelmsford -- Tho Lantorn(somo 
Spdn gfiel d women) 

Tho Arbor 
8J Worthington st.(off Main St.) 
women downstairs with woman 
barton<lor ••••• dancin g •••• 

Worcester 
,Ports O °Call 
700 Main St. ( gay women, dance) 

CONNECTICUT 

Hartford 
Tho Cafe Lib 
1J2 Newpark Avo.(Gay owned •••• 

oporatod) 

Tho Warohous e 
61 Woodbine St. (off Capit ol Ave.) 

men and women 

Wa.terburv 
Tho Road House 
l ·J88 Thomast on Ave. (Now Gay Bar) 

&&&&&&&&&&.&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

CAREER GOUNSELDJG (AD) 

FREE DEI',HLS, CAREER SEARCH AIDS. 
Dat ermin e your full potential thru 
comprehensive, meanin eful, supportive . 
anal ysis • .Also, creative re sumes th at 
open clos ed doors. Be prep ar ed to tc1ke. 
advantage of opportunities.HRITE TOD.AYI 

CONSULTANT 
4172 Emerald Lake Dr. 
Decatur, Ga. 30032 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
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THE PRIMARY ELECTIONS: CANDIDATES FOR STATE LEGISLATURE BACK AWAY FROM GAY RIGHTS 

by Laure. Nc:1urry 

The scene: Candidatosv Night, Septem
ber 8, at the Arlington Town Hall. Six 
candidates for State Repr esentative had 
spoken their alloted fow minutos oach. 
Tho chairwoman, Mrs. Maytum9 prosidont 
oft.ho Arlington L0aguo of Women Voters, 
asked for questions. 

' I was thoro with Tom Horman from tho 
Gay Rights Alliance. His hand wont up. 

• 111 would liko to ask each of th o can::l.i
datos if ho would support anti-discrim
ination laws to protect gay pooplo in 

.. c,mplu_ylf1, _, nl > lwnc::5nr:. aurl p;1blic accom
Ino d r-,.t :i , )l' iS • " 

Suddenly heads turn ed to stare at us. 
There was a momoul.'l.ry uJ lence, followed 
by an omi11011.~ l )lJ!.1:l'.tjng.. Th.1; ~--.. ✓.)n ~-:i ;_ d.,..., ·ho .~ 

thon rose to ans~-ror. 

"My gut reaction has to be, NO, I WOULD 
NOT", said John W. Bullock. Tho audience 
applauded loudly. 

"Tho present laws cover race, color, 
sex, etc; I would not support further 
additions," said Michael Callahan. 

Andrew "Hawk" Zamparolli said, "I'd 
have to see what my constituents said. 11 

David Skorry (magna cum laudo, Boston 
University) said, "Would I support 
legislation in favor of a sickness?" 

Amato Lepore said something too. I 
, donvt know what. I wasnvt listening. 
By then I was complotoly stunned. 

. I asked tho next batch of candidates 
if they supported legalizing homosexual 
behavior between consenting adults in 
private. That would soem oasior to say 
yes to since it was just a matter of 
private rights. But every candidate 
said no. 

Having boon previously nu~turod on tho 
Speakers• Bureau circuit, whore the 
non-gays aro usually polite and some
what friendly, this forray into tho 
Roal World was quite interesting to mo. 
I learned some moro things by other 
encounters with candidates, too. 

For example, as mentioned in last month 9 s 
FOCUS, tho Gay R~ ghts Alliance sent ou~ 
300 ·questionnaires to Boston area candi
dates for State Ropresontativo and . 
State Senator and got about 20 favorable 
responses. Now, half of \ hose 20 wo:e 
not willing to make their stand public. 

"Wait till I 0m olectod," they said, re
flecting what they saw as tho public 
opinion Ono candidate who said this 
turned out to be gay himself. Another 
candidate elaborated, "Furthermore, if 
r 0m elected the first thing I 0m con
cerned about is re- election. I could 
not give you a..:tivo bupport, only a 
"yes " vote ". 

We met with John J~ Crapo, Republican 
,,,.;,.Iidrito ;for St.ate Rep. from north 
Cambridge for se~bal hours on°'evening, 

A couple of weoks'la.ter, we received 
tho following letter: 

Dear members of the Gay Rights 
Alliance: 

••• I personally feel that omr soc
iety and crovernmont as it pres
ently is has boon very tolerant to 
homo-soxuals and within reasonable 
limits allows them to pursue their 
activities among consenting adults 
in private. To go any further, I -, 
believe will open our society to 
chaos and to make a complete farce 
of it ••• frankly speaking, you aro . 
boating a doad horse. Tho impli
cations of some of your views are 
very dangerous, and I think tho 
voters would repudiate them • 

Sincerely yours, 
John Jennings Crapo 

Crapo won his primary fight on Sopt.19. 

Of tho two or throe candidates in 
Cambridge who had supported gay rights 
openly, not a one won in tho primary. 

Tho only bright point was tho vote 
for Barney Frank in Boston°s ward 5 
(Beacon Hill-Back Bay). Ho won tho 
Democratic primary ovor throe other 
candidates for State Rop. 9 two of whom 
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had foll owod Frank 0 s lo ad to s ook gay 
support in an area roportodly high in 
gay populati on . 

Tho noxt thing is tho gonoral oloction 
Novombor 7, whon Republic ans and Demo
crats will vio against ea ch other as well 
as against Indopendents. Aftor that, 
logislation must bo submittod to tho 
State House by December. And aftor that, 
ofcourso, comos treatment of tho proposod 
legislation by tho Legislaturo ••• 

*************************************** 
BUSINESS MEETING SEPI'EMBER 17, 1972 

1. $10 appr opriat ed for stickers to ad
vertis o DOB. 

2. Voted not to sond anyone to proposed 
DOB convention in San Francisco in 
1973, nor to contribute anything 
towards a convontion 9 s expenses. 

3. Discussion of social activities and 
raps. 

4. Now officers eloctod for the coming 
yoar. 

*****************¥********************** 
REPORT FROM THE D.O.B. AUCTION SCENE 

by Miriam 

"Going, going, gonol t o that gontloman 
for fifty conts! 11 

And another treasure was finally partod 
fr om its grateful pr Gvious owner. So tho 
afternoon procoodod, with articlos rang
ing from a tiny pink ni ghtie t o a book 
Is Sox Nocessarv? boing off ered to tho 
gallory. Occasion ally two pooplo viod 
briskly for tho same it om, onriching 
ovon more tho coffors of tho DOB traasury 
as they uppod tho bi dding. 

Tho scone was tho Old Wost Church l obby 
in Boston on Satur day , Soptombor 9. Isa
bella, Miriam, and Ginger ovon hired a 
U-Haul to bring in from tho north things 
saved just for tho occasion. The hoavons 
opened up just as th o cartons wore being 
brought in. · Eyes anxiously scanned tho 
skies as people scurried past the outdoor 
sign. But slowly tho weather cleared, 
bringing in cust omers to fill the seats. 
Certainly wo had runple r oom for many more, 
and it was a disappointment that so few 
came to share tho fun. 

Somo of tho items wer e a guitar, accordian, 
chinose gong, cameras, artwork, lamps, 
lin ~ns . . , , small household . furniture, plants, 
kn1cknacks, ice skat es , old shoos,clocks 
and radios that di dn°t work and didn 9 t 
soll •• -but a hot pink ladios 0 hat wont 
for a quarter. Surpris e packages als o 
wont well. Juno rummaged madly thr ough 
tho boxes for thin gs to bo sold. 

Anybody havo a tapo of tho Paul Bonza
quin TV show oarlior this year on 
PARENTS OF GAY PEOPLE? Ono of the 
parents would like a copy. Writo DOB or 
toll Laura Robin. 

Jackie had a table for books and rec or ds . 
Pam showed her photographs. No one 
could resist Laura 0 s table, spread 
with tomatoes, cold moats, onions, 
lettuce, and spicy oils, all tho 
fixins for delicious grinders she 
proparod f or our hoartt appetites. 

Thorb ' wero throe people who had come at 
noon and stayed for tho entire auction. 
They had tho most fun of anybody, 
thorou ghly enjoying Gori tho 
auctionoer 0 s antics, and incidontally 
buyine or bidding on just about every
thin g that was put on tho block. Tho 
crowd kept Miriam busy hoppin g back 
and forth with change, and Lois tho 
cashier scribbling quickly in her 
book to koop up with tho sales. 

Just when it was time to loav o, and 
our industrious workers had started 
cloaning uu, it started to pour again, 
sendin g th~ last of us dashing to our 
cars with our loft-overs and brand 
now dolightso 

And, oh yosl After all was said and 
done and accounted for, D.O.B. found 
itself $70 richer. 

************************************** 
* * 
* START TODAY * 
* * 
* save those treasures * 
* .for next yoar 0 s * 
* * 
* AUCTION * 
* * 
************************************** 
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SISTERHOOD 

by Sheri 
Statistically speaking there are 'conservative old ladies still 

10,000 lesbians in th e gr eate r locked up in their closets," She 
Boston atea, give or take a few, was ,chagrined that we were not 
not to mention the many hundreds willing to lay our jobs on the 
more in a radius of 100 mi les of line and perhaps risk being fired 
Boston. to pave the way for future 

ge nerations of gay sisters. I 
I do not know how many lesbian admire this young woman and the 

·organizations there are besides many thousands like her who are 
Boston Daughters of Bilitis. D.O.B. fighting for all of us, I cannot 
has a membership of 65-70 members though, • for get my friends who like 

' and the Focus is mailed to around myself have been gay for 20 or JO 
157 women. years and who in our own quiet way 

Almost a year ago raps were 
started by a f ew inte rested 
women, It started slowly. Some 
weeks only 8-12 people came until 
it grew to such proportions as to 
hold them twice a week. One night 
I counted JB faces all strainipg 
to hear or be heard in that tiny· 
room. Never a week goes by but we 
don't see at least 3 or 4 new 
faces. 

The first ni gh t we held one on 
Friday two strangers arrived from 
out of town who were only here 
for a few hours. It was a small 
rap and not a very good one but 
we received this note: "Thanks so 
much for being so nice to a 
couple of strangers in town. We 
enjoyed our evening and everyone 
made us feel welcome. That's a 
good, warm feeling when you don't 
know a soul in the whole city," 

Some women only come once; talk 
abc,ut a particular problem they 

' are having, seem relieved to know 
that others share their problems 
and then disappear into the night. 
Some women come again and again. 
Some are verbal and others don't 
talk at all; for th em it is a 
place to come for a short time 
each week to be with other 
lesbians. "We don't go every week 
but it's a good feeling to know 
they are going on and if we feel 
like it we can go," says one 
woman. 

"I hate the raps", said one 
young lesbian,"a bunch of 

are doing our own thing, We cannot 
forget the exile, the persecution~ 
the closed doors, th e dishonorable 
discharges and for most the years 
of loneliness. Can we forget the 
degrading bar scene, the only 
place to go to be with or .to meet 
other lesbians. "Those were the 
good old days," somehow does not 
fit here. 

In D.0.B, we are coming out into 
the sunshine and rather than 
meeting in bars, we are meeting at 
camping trips, picnics and raps 
which brings me to the point of 
why I wanted to write this. Out of 
10,000 lesbians within the sound 
of my pen only about 200 will be 
r ead ing this. Out of 200 lesbians, 
only 65 belong to D.O.B, and at '. any 
social function only 15 or 20 
lesbians show up. I concede that 
not all lesbians are going to like 
one another and there is indeed a 
generation gap - the older 
professional versus the younger 
generation of lesbians. Whatever 
our status we all belong. 

We belong to the gay community 
and I have seen in the last few 
weeks lesbians standing behind 
one another in a network of friend
ship and that's beautiful. "I' 11 
never forget the gay women in 
Boston," 

"But what did we do?" I asked. 

"You were there when I need ed 
you.' .' 

That's Sisterhood and it can be 
powerful! ! 
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COM!vrJNITY CENTER FOR BOSTON? 

WHERE ARE THE WOM2~N? 

by Gori 

I hoard about tho gay guys gottin~ I know we as gays have many problems 
togothor rapping about how they can that you may think are more important 
start a gay community center in Boston th an a community center, but just think 
for all gay people. They have asked how nice it would bo to havo a place 
DOB several timos to send somo women to drop in to rap, havo a coke and what 
to participate in tho planning sta ges. over to drink, play some pin gpong or 

no0l, and hold dances and parties whoro 
It is moro than appar-y*************************"',.***~*ll<***':- wo would.not bo 
ont that wo nood such t POT-LUCK SUPPER & 1 hassled by tho police. 
a cantor hero in Bos- t SP&I\.KERS :+ 
ton--but it takes f 1 Wo women would havo 
pooplo who care with t What0 s going on with other gay * our own portion of 
time and effort to T groups in Boston? 'I< this building for 
spare to got off f How do they deal with their prob- * a DOB office and 
our asses and attend t loms? What do they co ? What aro * access to tho entire 
those meetings~ air + their members like? * cantor. 
our views, and just t DOB h~s invited speakers from ~ 
plain help. All gay + Homophilo Union of Boston, Lesbian* Think about it, gals. 
groups in Boston moot; Lib oration, Gay Cummunity Center, '!' Tho guys are asking 
in churches and * Gay Malo Liberation, Gay Speakers O * for our ir".oas···. 
social clubs such * Bureau, Metropolitan Community * and need our support. 
as Odd Follows Hall, * Church ( gay), and other groups to ~ to got this off tho 
but they aro not ad- * a special program foll owing tho t ground from tho 
equate for our needs--'!' potluck supper. 'l' talking sta ge to a 
we aro restricte d t o * This is tho fj.rst t .:lnn jp ::ipos that+ reality. 
sot rules and ro gula- :i: DOB has had spea kers at its moot- t 
tions such as no al- tin gs. In tho olden days, this • 
coholic bovora gos * was a popular form of mooting. f Tho mootin g October 

8 (soo box on this 
page ) will boa 
groat chance to moot 
and talk with tho 
pooplo fr om tho · , 
community cantor 
group. As we all 

(it would bo nice to t ~ 
have a glass of wino 't' OCTOBEP.. 8 SUNDAY 6: 30 pm i 
or boor with a spa ghot~ St. John's Church, 33 Bowdoin St., ~ 
ti dinner, ri ght?). t Boston. Bring foo d ! *f 
Also, wo must, in ,\c--'*¼:lt<l********************************:ic 
most churches, bo out 
by 10 o 0 clock. know, our stay at 

419 Boylston Stroot 
will come to an end ovontunlly whon 
tho buil din g is torn down, and this 
may not bo far away. Our facilities 
hero aro limited hero anyhow. So 

Our community cent er must bo lar go--bi g 
enough to accommodate 100-150 pooplo for 
discussions. It must bo well located, 
and convoniont t o tr ans portation. It 
must also provi do tho facilities wo 
nood. 

c ~mon you boautios, lot Os participate! I 
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GAY HOUSE, I.NC., 216 Ridgewood Avo., 
Minneapolis, Minn. (612-333-6088), is 
a gay community cantor starte d l½ years 
ago. They have a hotline staffed 7 
days a wook, drop-in cont or, womon°s 
and mon°s rap groups, a spoakors 0 bureau, 
and an M typo group for gays with 
alcoholic or drug problems. Thay started 
with $2000 sood Grant fr om tho Joint · 
Urban Mission Rrojcct. 
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What do you think of FOCUS? 

su ggostiohs 
criticisms 

Ploaso writ e and tell USo 
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AROUND BOSTON 

GAY WAY, a ra di o pro gram for tho gay 
community on WBUR-F1-1 (90.9 on di al) 
has a now tim o sl ot--Thurs c'tay ovonin gs 
from 9 - 9:30 pm. Pro gra"l1rncr Elaine 
Noble th anks th ose who havo writt en in 
sup port of tho pr ogram 9 anc woul c wel
come moro lottors, commonts 9 su ggesti ons . 
(a dc1.ross: Bost on Univ drsit y 9 640 Common-
wealth Av, Bost on). · 

GAYLINE9 publicati on of Ho~ophilo Union 
.' of Boston 9 out in shin y now edition, 

. ' 35¢ ( 282-9181). 

THE PSYCHOSURGERY COMMITTEE of tho Medi
cal Committee for Human Rights hold a 
r ally Sept. 20 at th o . JFK Focloral Bldg. 
in Boston t o pr otest against allocation 
of $1 million f or dia gnosos and tr eat
ment of violent indivi dua ls. Tho bill 
was to come before th e US Senat o, and 
tho r ally was dir ected at Senat ors Brooke 
and Kennedy whose offices are in tho 
JFK Building loc ally. Tho HCHR se.ys 
such money may be used to stu c1..y how to 
givo vi olent pors ons--su ch as ghetto 
pooplo or other pr otestin g th eir 
conditions--br ain oper ati ons t o make 
them more passiv e . Such res earch may 
also apply to homosexual behavior, and 
several gay people wore at tho rally, 
For moro inf ormati on write MCHR9 

1151 Mass. Av. 9 Cambridge 02138 9 or call 
298-5i71, 277-7046, or roa d tho pamphlet 
11Violonco Upon tho Brain n in tho DOB 
library. 

HIGH SCHOOL GAYS UNITED has hi gh scho ol 
students answering tho phone Satur days 
1 to 4 pm at 282-3294 { unless HUB phono 

shuts off). 
GAY COMMUNITY CENTER mootings--call 
776-745~ f or timo and place. 

GAY GROW7H CENTER, t o perh aps havo a 
farm, crafts, etc; for gays 9 men and 
women, to got to gethe r, 354-1555., or 
write 53 Hommonway St , Boston 02115. 

HOMOPHILE UNION OF BOSTON DANCE, Friday 
Sept. 29, 8:30 pm--l am, Arlin gton Stroot 
Church, live band , $1.50 . 

HOMOPHILE UNION OF BOSTON at its Sopt. 
24 mootin g announced th at it woul d 
have to close its of fice and 24 hour 
phone line unl ess several hundr ed 

9 

,~oll ars was r ece iv ed within a wook. 
Meet in gs, tho publication Gaylino, 
and speakin g coul d continu e, but 
th o other functi ons would be t oo ex
pensive. Somod onati ons of $50 and 
$25 wore t aken at tho mootin g . J ohn 
Fisko, cor porati on l awyer for tho city 
of Bost on, spoke about th o police/ gay 
situ ati on in public plac es lik e th o 
"Block", a cruisin g area . Two other 
officials fr om th o polic o dept. di d 
not sh ow up • 

!\.ROUND THE COUNTRY 

PROJECT REPAIR is trainin g women to bo 
. carpontors 9 electricians 9 plumbers, 

otc. Tho pr o,joct is funded by United 
Community Sorvicos, is run by women, 
and can be contacted at P.O. Box 3942, 
San Di ogo , Cali f. 92103. 

THE LADD&~, a lesbi an r eview published 
f or 16 yoars 9 ondod publication with 
tho August/S ept ember 1972 issue. The 
editor Geno Damon wroto · in partin g , 
11 For th oso of you who ••• sometimos in
ton dod t o subscribe, but novor quite 
got around to it, we wish you whatever 
you deserve and leave it to your own 
conscioncos t o decide just what th at 
might bo." Tho Ladder was originally 
published by Daughters of Bilitis, and 
every membership t o DOB inclu ded a · 
subscription. In 1970 it became an 
in depe ndent publication, and enlarged 
its focus to include feminist as well 
as gay issues. In addition t o stori es 
and poetry, it carri ed an oxcollont 
11lesbiana 11 bibli ogr aphic secti on and 
a current ovonts run-down. Boston DOB 
has rec ently obtainoc: back issues of 
Tho Ladder fr om 1962, 63, 64, and 65 
fr om a fri end, anc1 has some rec ent 
·issues fr om an oxchango with FOCUS. 

LADIES HOME JOURNAL October 1972 r epor ts 
results of a poll of women on whether 
they .proforrod to be addressed as Mrs., 
Miss, or Ms. Tho r esults: 

prefer Ms. pref er Mrs. 
or Niss 

Marriod •••••••• 1794 ••••••••• 4005 
Sin gl c ••••••••• 561 ••••••••••• 701 
Divorco d •••••••• 286 •••••••••182 
Widowod •••••••••• 81 •••••••••• 464 
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OVER THE FEECE 
D.~ 0°"' "'o By '..l.ano .,.oo~ 

I am so sick of kids. I 0m fe el up to tho 
car lobes with them. I can°t wait til 
tho first day of scho ol when that 
thundering silence comes crashin g down 
over my hoad . It seems tho wholo world 
is pooplod with nothin g but ki ds and 
ovary one of them is out to got mo. 

However, if ho has early dismissal ho 
may bo ho~o as early as 12:JC> bugging 
his mother fDr a little lunch after 
alr eady having had 11doublos 11 at tho 
ca:ot oria or ho may gathor with tho 
other local hoods at tho cornor garage 
which offers an open campus courso in 
how t o pick bicyclo l ocks. Cynic I--

If thoy 0ro not kickin g sand in your face novor. Now Phase II is just for juniors 
at tho beach, thoy 0 ro bombing into you and seniors. If as sophomores they have 
at tho skatin g rink, elbowing you in ' sh own thomsolvos to bo responsible 
tho ribs in tho dressin g r oom at tho si.:,udonts during phase I they arc eligibl e .• 
shopping cantor, or roli Ovin g you of That is if th ey havon°t driven a st olon 
your pocket book and/or ono l og with car ovor tho state lino or bombed tho 
a sh opping cart at tho supor market. principal 9 s office tho previous year. 
I 9 ll tell you there is no haven from tbem.Rowovor, those adventurous stu dents nocd 
'l'h o 1-H 1:1.,, ,,5a :r1;ne;s 8."t'O back fr om Grand- not s-woat;,. Thay will bo quietly ro
ma0s and summer camp and have gathered moved fr om tho general society of tho 
en masse ready to do battle on the homo student body arid place d in tho office 
front. You would think tho l oca l libr ary of tho co:m.~issionor at Walpole to study 
would offer a t omporary ropriovo. Not prison reform or they may enroll in an 
so. Yester day I 0m r oaching f or tho solo open campus course in aut omotive repair 
copy of Shakospoaro 0 s Soloct ec1. Works whore they will learn how to successfully 
containing tho only copy of Hanry IV remove hub caps, hook up a bomb to tho 
part I and part II (smnmor rea din g for ignition systom or loarn how to koop a 
Groat Books) whon a grubby hand belong- run away car in good working condition. 
ing to an equally grubby toona gor inter- Now that 0 s what! call progressive c<luca -
copts said book and marches away with it. tion. Keeping it rclovant and preparing 
I could have smashoc her smile button each individual student for his own 
right in tho mouth. Tho' · final indi g- dostiny. Don°t got tho idea because Pm 
nity that clay, th ough, was with my own so negative Pm against progrossivo 
kids. I had f ound what I thought was education. I do fool thou gh that a little 
an exciting now rocoipo for moatloaf, of tho old discipline wont out of tho -, 
but which was in reality only another system along with mothor 0 s apple pie 
fiasco as throe voices in chorus came and fathor 0 s back hander. Don°t mis-
scroamin g across tho tabla: •ryuk, it has understand. I 0m all for unisex, lon g 
hard boil od eggs in it. :i Whore is tho hair, faded joans and tho wearin g of 
Alice in Wondorland worl d whore kids oat tho amorican flag as l o,"lg as what Os in 
ovorything on their plates, arc soon and thoro is pleasant and courteous. As a 
not hoard and arc in bod at eight o'clock.matter of fact to show tho kids my hoart 
Help is on tho way, thou gh. Dayli ght is still in tho right place I have sign
saving time is sl owly slipping away and cd up for an open campus course myself-
tho little darlings will so on be neatly you guessed it---noodlopoint. It may 
tucked behind their little desks. Of bo just what I nood to got my non-es 
course, tho toachors havon°t boon sloop- back to tho shape they woro last Juno. 
ing all summer either you know. Tho 
clover devils have doviso d their o't-m 
mothod of survival callo c1_ "open campus", 
phaso I of which consists of early dis
missal and late arrival. Thoro 0 s a 
goodio. If tho kicl9s a sophomore ho 
may havo tho choice of spendin g a cultural 
morning swin ging back and f orth on tho 
refri gerator door til it 0 s time for 
school or ho may l ounge in bod listening 
to tho l atest' all time classic 11Put tho 
limo in tho "coconut and drink it a 11 up". 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

NEW ENGLAND GAY CONFERENCE 

October 7, Saturday in Holyoke, Mass ,. 
A chance to talk with other Now England 
gay groups. Everyone is welcome . 
DOB people are goin g--if you want to 
go along lot us know. Seo calendar of 
events for place. 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&:&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
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STUDY SHO'.TS HOl1Zil EXCLUDED FROM 
MASS. STA'fE GOVERNI,IEJYC 

Ninety-throe per cont of tho top positions in tho executive branch of the 
Massachusetts government arc hold by men. Ninoty-scvon per cont of tho 
Comrnonwealthws judges are men. And 98 per cont of tho legislators in the 
General Court arc men. Those arc among tho findings of a roport 9 Wh~ Rules 
~assachusetts Women, which has just boon published by tho Womonws Research 
Center of Boston. 

Tho roport 9 which breaks down tho 
statistics for each of tho three 
branches of state government, found 
overwhelming male domination at all 
top policy-making levels. As tho 
six women who complied tho study write, 
"it was worse than wo imagined." 

Thero arc only five women out of 280 
members of tho legislature, and no 
women servo in top leadership or 
staff positions. Nono of tho stato,s 
six oloctod oxocutivos is a woman. 
Several key executive departments 
have no women in important positions, 
and tho 61 women out of 906 who can 
bo said to boat policy-making levels 
aro usually either a lone woman in an 
all-male department, an unpaid member 
of a citizens: advisory board 9 or in 
a position concerned with 11womon°s 
affairs" which is required by law 
to bo hold by a women. Until two 
1972 appointments, out of 258 judges 
in tho eommonwoalth only eight were 
women, with only one woman judge 
serving above tho district court level. 

Women do not belong to tho nold 1;,oy" 
network through which appointees are 
recruited for top administrative and 
judicial positions. And women do 
not control corporate sources of wealth 
to allow them to take tho campaign 
contribution route to tho rewards of 
public life. 

The report recommends throe strategics to 
give women effective control over 
political doscisions which affect their 
lives. Ono is to put many more women 
into public office (this year more than 
twico as many womon arc running for 
office as in 1970). But there is a 
caveat: such women must be responsive 
and accountable to their female con
stituency, for 19we do not need more 
women in office; wo nood moro feminists 
in office." Second, women must work' 
to bring about institutional changes 
such as in provisions for birth control 
and child caro. This moans creating 
power basos of women so there will b~ 
tho strength to effect change. And 
third, concludes tho report, women must 
come together to build alternatives :to 

Tho analysis of those statistics, which prcsont institutions which will bring 
forms tho heart of tho report, shows a liberated and humano socioty. · 
that malo dominance of state govern
ment doos have an advorso offcct on 
women. Bills passod--and not passed-
in tho last two legislative sessions 
show tho sexual bias in tho General 
Court. Administrative decisions 
affecting women show tho samo kinds 
of discrimination and over-protection. 
Court decisions on divorce, child 
support, abortion, and prostitution 
servo to keep women in their place. 

Women aro shut out from high public 
offico for several reasons, tho re-
port continu es. Tho party structure 
is malo dominated. Tho women make 
coff oo rather than 11participato in 
decisions over boor and cigars. iv 

Tho Woman's Research Center of Boston is 
an interdisciplinary colloctivo research 
group of women social scientists con
cerned with feminist social change. 
Center members sock to link their re
search skills to action, focusing on 
problems faced by women in tho society. 

Who Rules Massachusetts Woman is priced 
at $1.00 Copios may bo obtained from 
Women's Research Cantor of Boston, 
Center for tho Study of Public Policy, 
123 Mt. Auburn Stroot 9 C ambridgo, Mass. 
01138. For further information call: · 

547-6919 876-2138 
864-0997 739-1233 
969-1890 262-1583 
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➔~ AN OPEN APPEAL TO NEW HAMFSHIRE SIS 'I1ERS -:~ 
* * -r.- An Open Appeal co gay sisters in and ,, 
➔} around New Hampshire- A srnll gr cup of -:, 
''" women are trying to organize a Homophile ,~ 
* Organization for women here in N. H. ➔} 

* We are fortunate to have the promis ed 
* a~sistance of Boston D.O.B. to help in 
* our new endeavor, 

,} We have for some time been aware of the 
-:i- problems gay sisters face and wish to 
* provide a place where we could meet 
* socially, humanly, to support one 
* another and to help create better atti
''" tudes toward gay people, 
"I-

➔} We have tentative plans for Rap sessions, ''" 
* talks, group functions, and a Qualified 
* Speaking Bureau to provide the public with 

* * a better understanding of "Gay Life". 

* If you are interested or would like to 
* give your support s end your inquiries in 
* car~ - of Boston D.O.B., Rm, 406, 419 * * Boylston st., Bosten, Mass. 02116 
* * 1*********************************************************************1 ~ ,, 

* APPLICATION FOR D.O.B. 

* return this or a copy of it to the DOB office. 

* Enclosed is$ __ _ for the following: 

* 

* 

* 
* 

D Membership in Boston D.O.B. ($10 per year for a single, $15 
for a couple (joint membership). Includes one FOCUS 
subscription and all voting privileges. Can be paid by $5 
down, the balance within 2 months. If the balance is not 
paid then, the $5 becomes a donation to the organization.) 
Members receive calendars. Membership is open to all women 
18 years old or over, 

L7 FOCUS subscription. ($5/12 issues). Anyone may subscribe. 

D Calendar subscription ($1 for 6 months. Calendar of 
DOB events.) Anyone. 

,~ NAME ________________ _ PHO NE ( !V'illii'I BERS ) --------
'~ Second NAME if joint membership 
* --------------------

. ''" ADDRESS ------------------------------"7"'1..,.-,.,r---
➔ ~ SIGNATURE ( for members only) I am a woman 18 years of age or older 
* i} _________________________ elate __________ _ 

* date 
(second name if Joint 

* Send to: DOB, Room 406, 419 Boylston St., Boston, mass. 02116 

* 

* 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

*********************************************************************** 
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