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Minister shocks funeral-goers with his hate

12-26~TY

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — A
minister who questioned whether
a man with AIDS had gone to
heaven — a question he asked
while delivering the man’s eulogy
— prompted 25 mourners to leave
the service.

The Rev. John Hopkins, who
presided at the funeral of a man
identified only as Bob by The (Co-
lumbia) State, told mourners: “I'm
not sure where Bob is right now.”

Mourners described the eulogy
as a half-hour diatribe against the
43-year-old man’s homosexual-
ity. The man died Dec. 26.

Hopkins said Bob had “gone
astray” into a “gay lifestyle” dur-
ing college, the newspaper re-
ported. And while Hopkins said
he wasn’t necessarily superior to
Bob morally, homosexuality was
a mortal sin according to his
church’s teachings.

“To say it was in poor taste is to
put it mildly,” said Harriet
Hancock, a Columbia attorney
who attended the service. “It was
simply unforgivable. It was the

piep: Bruce Boland, 48, Los Angeles
County sheriff’s deputy, of compli-
cations from AIDS August 19 in
West Hollywood, Calif. After being
fired in 1991, Boland became the
first officer to sue the county
sheriff’s department for antigay dis-
crimination. The lawsuit was
dropped when Boland was reinstat-

ed in 1992. 7S

At @ memorial service for a gay man with AIDS, the grief-

stricken storm out after clergyman ¢

most upsetting thing I've ever wit-
nessed.”

In addition to a front-page ar-
ticle about the incident, the news-
paper also expressed its outrage
over the incident in an editorial
(see article, this page). The news-
paper honored the family’s request
to withhold Bob’s last name.

Hopkins refused to comment to
the newspaper and did not imme-
diately return a call to his home.

The church released a statement
Dec. 28 from its pastors express-
ing sympathy for the family but
acknowledging the church’s dis-
agreement with him about homo-
sexuality.

And in another statement, re-
leased Jan. 2, the churchsaid Bob’s
family and friend would best be
served “by calmly praying for them
in this, their time of need.”

First Presbyterian’s senior pas-

BOLIN—Robert (Bobby) Castie. 35

\?e“%‘ ﬂ?on February 25, 1996, of
complications of AIDS. Son of Ray
Bolin, Phyllis Powers of $t. Louis,
MO, brother of James and his sis-
ter-in-law Leslie and three nep-
hews, Brian, Drew and David, all
of Teaneck, NJ, and maternal
grandmother Janet Vierheller of
St. Louvis; and companion of ten
years, Jim White of NYC, Born in
1960 in‘Pittsburgh, PA, he received
his B.Azfrom New York University
in Theatre in 1983. He received his
MBA from Baruch College in 1994,
Bob werked in the position of se-
nior manager for client travel pur-
chasing at American Express. Ser-
vices will be at “The Riverside”,
Amsterdam at 76th Street, at 12:15
on Tuesday, February 27.

tor, the Rev. Glen Knecht, also
refused to comment on the sub-
stance of the matter.

“Iwasn’t there, but I have every

confidence that the pastors who

THOMAS
BUNTIN ..

Thomas J. Buntin, 45, of
Harrisburg, died Sunday,
January 22 at his home, of
AIDS-related complications.

He was a hydrogeologist
with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency in Phila-
delphia, and formerly worked
for the state Department of
Environmental Resources in
Norristown. Buntin graduated
from Temple University with
a master of arts degree and
from the University of Mis-
souri with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree.

Surviving are a sister,
Carol Ann Crews and a
brother, Marshall Buntin,
both of Cameron, Mo., and
many loving friends in Phila-
delphia and Harrisburg.

Memorial contributions

may be made to SCAAN, 2A
Kline Village, Harrisburg, PA /

ondemns the deceased

are there will handle this in the
best manner,” he told the newspa-
per.

About 100 people attended the

funeral for Bob, who worked at

In Celebration of the
Life of Eddie Blandini

the University of South Carolina
and was active in the Palmetto
AIDS LlIfe Support Services, a
support group for AIDS patients.

About 30 minutes into the ser-
vice people began leaving, slam-
ming the church door behind them.
One woman said loudly “that son
of a bitch” before walking out. W

,% Family &

Friends presenta

loving M Temorial

SUNDAY
Feb., 5th
1:30 v
@

Glide Memorial

330 Ellis St., San Fran.

« ..andwhen the Earth shall *

claim your limbs, then you

shall f)"ul_v Dance.”
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