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"Equal protection of the law", 
we had always thought, was a facet 
of American life so secure it 
could almost be taken for granted. 
No matter who we are, or where we 
live, or how we look, according 
to the civics books we read in 
high school, we can expect the law 
will affirm our right to personal 
security, and assure us our day in 
court when we have a grievance. 

Not so, we have been increas
ingly aware latelyo Two incidents 
of' police disinterest in the right 
of homosexuals to equal protection 
of the law have come to our atten
tion within the past few weeks. In 
one, the less serious of the two, 
a young woman was grossly insulted 
by a police officer on duty in the 
vicinity of a gay bar. V!e say the 
i n ci dent was the less serious of 
t he two not because we condone the 
right of police officers to make 
provocative and insulting remarks, 
but because we understand police
men are products of the society 
they live in and we realize they, 
like much of the rest of society, 
have yet to learn we are not legi
timate targets for contempt. The 
young woman was personally hurt, 
but will recover. It is one of 
the costs of being homosexual. 

In the second incident, another 
young woman was badly beaten. 
This incident took place IN a gay 
bar, and between homosexualso De
siring to press charges for assault 
and battery, the victim of the un
provoked assault notified the 
police. She was told by them that 
if it happened in a gay bar, it 
would be best to drop the matter. 
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"What we have done will not 
be lost to all eternity, 
Everything ripens at it's time 
and becomes fruit at it's hour" 

-Diuyauadana-

We were not aware that gay bars 
are regarded by police as free-
fire zones where one enters at her 
own risk. We personally would like 
to feel as safe from assault inside 
a gay bar as we do outside when we 
are wearing our middle-class citi
zen's masko The bartender is angry 
with the young woman who was ass
aulted and who complained to the 
police o "What are you trying to do," 
he asked, "get this place in trouble?" 
No, she is not, because if she does, 
she will have nowhere at all to go tc ) 
to meet her friends. She would just 
like to feel personally secure when 
she sits down for a drink in that 
bar hersalfo 

We do not know whether these are 
isolated incidents, or whether equal 
protection of the law actually does 
atop short of areas of the city pop
ular among homosexuals. If it does, 
we believe it is a serious wrong that 
ought to be remedied. The Mattachine 
Society in New York had considerable 
success promoting understanding be
tween police and homosexualso Bosto n 
OOB has people who can contact local 
police and begin a dialogue with th en1. 
If there is a problem here, rational 
talk with people in authority will do 
much to ameliorate it. But we need 
to KNOW the extent of the problem, i f 
there is oneo 

If you know of other incidents of 
police disinterest in homosexual 
rights, please write to us about the m, 
giving as much detail as possible, an d 
omitting your name if you wish. 1!:e 
are not beginning a crusade to refol't rl 
the world here, but if correspondence 
in answer to this editorial is heavy 
it will be evidence of a need for suc h 
a dialogue. Quiet talk with the 
proper people, we believe, can do much 
to ease the situationo 



OOB-Boston Officers: 

President--Ann Haley 
Melrose, (665-3976) 
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Vice-president--Diana Travis 
Bost.on, (277-8952) 

Secretary--Donna Ferguson 
Vforcester 

Treasurer--Andy Cox 
Weare, N.H. 

Newsletter staff: 

Editor--Pam Boyd 

Ass•t Editor--Pat Browne 

Production-- Rose Marie Turner 

ARTISTS: don't forget that we NEED 
a series of pen and ink 
sketches to use as fillers. 
We can use any size up to 
2 inches by 3 inches. Your 
choice of subjecto 

1.'VRITERS: we are always interested in 
receiving stories, features, 
opinions and poetry from our 
readerso If you write, and 
would like to contribute 
work to the Maiden Voyage, 
please do not hesitate. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
Maiden Voyage can use a 
limited number of photos 
in each issue. Photos 
must be black and white, 
no larger than 5 x 7. 
Any subject. 

Submit copy to: 
Editor, The Maiden Voyage 
Box 221 
Prudential Center Station 
Boston, MA 02199 

Deadline for the April issue: April..!£_. 

Edi tor's Notes: .. 

The December, 1969 edition of 
Cosmopolitan magazine contai ned 
a "dreadful" article entitle d: 
"Homosexual Men; How I kicked 
the Habit" which prompted Donna 
Ferguson t.o write a letter to 
the editor. Donna's letter has 
been published in the March 
issue. Her name was withheld, 
and her letter is somewhat out 
of context. 

The March issue of Pagent maga
zine features an article en
titled "The Heart of the Lesbian!! 

Look for the film version or 
Matt Crowley's :ifow York stage 
hit II Boys in The Band II to be gin 
an engagement at the Astor 
Theatre soon. 

ODOO AND ENIB 

$1.00 gets you a 30 word ad 
in the M.V .. personals colu :n:1,, 
Contact lost friends••••o•••o 
Advertise your business, etc. 
Send your ad with payment to: 

Box 221 
Prudential Center Station 
Boston, MA 02199 

LESBIANS ARE LOVABLE buttons 
are still availabl e, do YOU 
have yours yet???? 
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CENSORSHIP IN ENGLAND AND THE UNITED STATES 

In the late l920•s, a storm of controversy swept England and the 
United States following the publication of Radclyffe Hall's dig
nified and sympathetic novel on lesbianism, "The Well of Loneli
ness" e 

The furor arose following an 
hysterical attack on the book 
by a writer in an English Sun
day newspaper. The attack 
sparked authorities to take 
action against the publishers 
of the book to cease publica
tion, and also sent prurient
minded readers racing to book
stores to buy the book before 
the ban went into effect. 

Although critics praised the 
book , and the defense council 
Norman Birkett assembled a 
"distinguished" body of forty 
men and women who were ready 
to testify that the book was 
not obscene, court magistrate 
Sir Charles Biron judged the 
book an obscene libel, and 
ordered all copies of it to 
be dest r oyed. 

In his final statement, Sir 
Biron said, "I agree that the 
book has some literary merits
I t must appear to anyone of 
intelligence that the better 
an obscene book is written, 
the greater the public to whom 
it is likely to appealo 11 

The English publishers with
drew the book and made arrange
ments to have the original text 
republia~ed in Paris expressly 
for the English market. Thia 
plan was carried out, but any 
copies discovered being im
ported into England were 
seized by customs officials. 

An appeal against the mag
istrate's order was 
upheld, and the book was labeled 
as "most dangerous and corrupt
ing." It took more than twenty 
years before the publishers felt 
it was safe to reprint in England. 

Meanwhile, in this country, the 
Secretary of the New York S~ciety 
for the Suppression of Vice, John 
s. Sumner, instigated prosecution 
proceedings against a bookseller 
who had sold copies of the book 
in Macy's store. The ban on the 
book went into effect in this 
country, but the ruling was re
versed when a court handed down 
a decision disagreeing with the 
English ruling that the theme of 
homosexuality is, per se, indis
cussable and indecent. Publishers 
celebrated the new ruling by 
printing a victory edition of "The 
Well of Lonlinesso" 

Miss Hall, who had been advised 
by friends not to publish the book 
in the first place, was pleased 
with her victory. However, she 
did not "press her advantage by 
writing more controversial thesis
novels." 

Her other works include "The 
Forge", "The Unlit Lamp", and the 
prize winning "Adam's Breedo" 

Miss Hall died at the age of 57. 
An untitled novel she had been 
working on was destroyed at her 
request after her death. 
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Shayna Reuben's request for a 
boycott of the Cafe Florian would 
be a good idea if OOB Boston were 
comprised of all blacks or some 
other suppressed group. For any 
such group, other than homosexuals, 
a boycott could be a useful weapon. 
But, we are not a black group and 
we are not a poverty program. We 
are a group of Lesbians, looking 
and working toward the day free 
from oppression. Boycot ting the 
Florian means placing ourselves 
against the straig hts in open con
frontation. I think we'd be laugh
ed at and defeated in this partic
ular situation. 

First of all, let it be known 
that I, too, want to be free to love 
who I want to love. (A woman, forever.) 
But, I think holding hands with another 
girl in a public place is too much at 
thi a time. I t's like hitting the 
st 1•aights right in the face with it, 
only to make them even more resistant 
to our cause. The straight world 
isn't ready for such bluntness. They 
nee d to be educa t ed a lot more before 
we can be free in public. 

Any straight parents who may have 
been in the Florian that night probably 
reacted with something like "is this 
the kind of filth my children must be 
exposed to?" Seems to me that we must 
not let them think that way. WE know 
know it isn't filth, but they don•t. 

I say educate first, then demon
strate. 

I'm sure I 1 ll get jumped on if 
this is printed, but I'm always ready 
to listen to other opinions. 

Yours for a free and new tomorrow. 

The Saint •••• 

To the Editor: 

I have read the last two 
issues of Maiden Voyage and 
have especially enjoyed the 
poetry. Once again I myself 
have taken up the pen and 
would like to share my thoughts 
with other readers. Therefore, 
I have enclosed two poems you 
might be able to use. 

Maiden Voyage has its own 
distinctive literary quality 
which I, for one, appreciate 
and admireo Congratulations 
to all writers and staff of 
Maiden Voyage1 And thank you 
for all your efforts, 

- Linda Susan -

(see poetry page for Linda's 
poems) 

DOB ARTS and CRAFTS SHOW - - - ------'--
Members of Boston's Homophile 
community gathered on March 6 
to exhibit paintings and other 
Art work at Boston's first Arts 
and Crafts Show. 
Oil paintings, water colors, and 
acrylics dominated the show. The 
themes of the paintings included 
seascapes, harbor scenes, still 
lite, people, and a large, very 
striking study of leaves. 
Those present had a chance to 
test their artistic abilities 
with finger paints supplied for 
the eveningo 

Live entertainment, a sing-along 
and refreshments were also fea
turedo 

WANTED: Couples interested in skiing, skating, and snowshoeing. 
Cal l Gail and Jo at 523-2177 
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CHAPTER CHATTER 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER has decided to give as much as possible to two 
families in the name of the club, for Easter. So far, they have 
provided two turkeys, canned goods, and clothes. They are also 
going to provide flowers and companionship to people in nursing 
homes. Great ideal 

SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER has printed a news item which appeared in 
!fie" Chronicle concerning the firing of 5 stewardesses from Western 
Airlines. It went as follows: 

"Notes of Newsnik: F'ive stewardesses on the S.F. - L.A. run, 
fired for alleged lesbianism, have retained Attorney Melvin 
Belli to figb.t their fickle fate•o••" 

Their Action Core answered this by pointing out that there were only 
three girls involved, and that they were not stewardesses, but held 
high managerial positions. Only one of tb.e girls had specific 
charges brought against her,- implied lesbian activity so absurd in 
nature that the charges were dropped and she has been rehired. One 
other girl had been dismissed, but no charges were made. She was re
placed by a man who has been at Western only one year as opposed to 
her 18 ye ars of service. Sb.a is fighting her dismissal on the grounds 
of female sexual discrimination, and is taking her case through EOC. 
Only one woman is being represented by the Belli office. 

They pointed out that whether or not a woman was gay was beside 
the point, and if the Chronicle wanted to titillate the general public, 
they could tell them a person's sexuality was hardly a matter of 
public concern, and that a homosexual can function just as well in any 
job situation as anyone else. 

CHICAGO CHAPTER is alive and well. They have stQ.rted their library, 
and welcomed Rita for the radio and TV show. 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER had Reverend Troy Perry speaking on March 13-15. 
His church, Community Church of L.A., welcomes all homosexuals. 

Their recreation committee has set up bowling for one night, 
and a weekend at Stallion Oak Ranch swimming, hiking, and riding. 

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA CHAPTER has grown to fifteen present at their 
last meetingo They have social get-togethers, and charity work is 
planned for the future as well as trying to create a better image of 
themselves to the comm.unity. "Helen and Jean are Lovers" is the title 
of an article in the Nov. 22nd edition of English Women. 

NEV: YORK CHAPTER announces the resignation of Becky Irons as President. 
Tros,tne'ir Vice-president is taking over immediately. 

On February 19th New York DOB enjoyed a pleaaaat evening with their 
guest speaker, Isabel Miller, author of "A Place For Us" (Bleeker St. 
Pr ess, NYC)o 

They are busy making plans for the National Convention which takes 
place July 10 through 12, and which will include a panel discussion. 
Panel members will be: a psychologist, sociologist, representatives of 
the feminist movement, and Rita (we hope). There will be a dinner and 
dance at a well known reataurant in Greenwich Village, a business meet
ing and various workshops on Sunday. There will be several "fun-city" 
attractions including the theatre and gay bar tour with New York DOB 

(cont'd on page 6) 
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chapter members as guides for us out-of-towners. I don't know about 
YOU folks, but I wouldn't miss this meeting for anythingl 

••••• Charlotte Boudier •• o•• 

OPEN FORUM QUESTION #3 

Q: Wha:t do you do if you are living at home, have a good reputation, 
good career, and your parents, friends, etc.find out you are "gay"? 

A: Although I am personally trying to keep my Lesbianism a secret 
from my family and employer, I would never deny that I am gay if I 
were asked. 

I accepted the fact that I was a Lesbian a long time ago, end re
cently I have begun to tell my friends. No one I have told thus far 
has suddenly started to ignore me, and I feel better for having been 
honest with them. 

On the other hand, I do not want my parents to find out bec•use 
I am afraid it would shock and hurt them, and I know their attitude 
toward me would change. 

If the people you work with, and you parents, friends and even 
members of your community know what tolerance and understanding are, 
you should not have any terrible problems if you are "found out". 
If they are not understanding, that is their problem really and you 
will just have to take their reaction as it comes and perhaps practice 
a little tolerance towards them. 

0 •••• Name withheld upon request••••••o 

OPEN FORUM QUESTION R:>R APRIL ISSUE: 

What should you do if you are living in a gay marriage, and are 
quite content with your partner, but find yourself strongly attracted 
to someone else????? 
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Who will set-the fem ale homosexual· freet 
DEL MARTIN and PHYLLIS LYON - -

(From Kaleidoscope) 
T_he Lesbian minority . in America, which may run ·as 
tugh as ten million women, is probably the least under
stood of all minorities and the most down-trodden, She 
has two strikes on her from the start : she is a woman, 
and she is a homosexual, a minority scorned by the vast 
majority of people in this country, If in addition she 
is a member of a racial minority, it is'hard sometimes 
to understand how she survives. 

A Lesbian is a woman who prefers another woman 
as a sexual partner ; a woman who is drawn erotically 
to women rather than to men. This definition includes 
women who have never experienced overt sexual re
lations with a woman-the key word is II prefers." There 
is really no other valid way to define the Lesbian for 
outside of the sexual ar ea she is as different in her' ac
tions, dress, status and behavior as anyone else. Just 
as there is no typical heterosexual woman there is no 
typical Lesbian. ' 

However, there is a popular misconception, or 
stereotype, of the Lesbian. She is believed to embody 
all the worst masculine attribut?s of toughness, ag-

~gressiveness, lack of emotion or 
of sentiment, overemphasis on 
sex, lack of · stab111ty-the need 
and desire to dress as a man or, 
at least, as much like a man as 
possible, 

At some time in her life the 
Lesbian may tit this stereotype 
-usually when she is very young 
and just finding out about herself, 
After all, the Lesbian is a pro
duct of her heterosexual environ
ment and all she has to go on, 
at her first awareness of Les
bian feelings in herself, is soci
ety'S image. Part of the reason 
for her over-masculinization is 
the sexual identity of being at
tracted . to women. At this point 
the Lesbian feels that in order 
to be attractive to another wo
man she must appear masculine. 
Another reason is for identifica
tion purposes. How will she meet 
other Lesbians? How will they 
know · her to be one of them un
less she indicates herself in her 
outward appearance? A third rea
son is one of releasing her hos
tility against society, of defying 
the mores which she finds stif
ling to what she considers her 
very being, A fourth reason is 
comfort, Any woman who says 
that girdles and high heels are 
comfortable is simply lying. 

While it is true that occasional
ly a Lesbian gets trapped in this 
way of life (emulation of the male) 
and never finds her way to being 
a person rather than a symbol, 
the vast majority pass through 
this phase and learn to accept 
their femininity, As a Lesbian 
she comes to realize she is a 
human being first, a woman 
second, and a Lesbian only third. 

Unfortunately, however, society 
places the emphasis on the third 
--5exual identification-and does 
not acknowledge the Lesbian as a 
woman or a person. 

But the average Lesbian (if 
there can be anything approach
ing •average" in our very com
plex world) is indistinguishable 
from other women in dress, in 
~anner, in goals and desires, 
rn actions and in interests. The 
difference lies only in that she 
looks to women for her emotion
al and sexual fulfillment, She is 
a member of the family-a dis
tant cousin, or perhaps, a maid
·en aunt, But more than likely 
she's closer to home-111aybe a 
daughter, a wife and mother, a 
grandmother or a sister. She 
may work in an office, in a fac
tory production line, in the pub
lic school system, at the corner 
grocery. She is not bound by 
lines of class distinction or edu
Cil!ional level, race or religion. 

Why then, if the Lesbian is by 
and large indistinguishable from 
other women and if her sexual
ity is not abnormal, does she 
face such genuine problems in 
her search for self-fulfillment? 
For struggle she does against 
myriad obstacles presented to her 
by a hostile society, Through 
our work with the Daughters of 
Bilitis, Irie., a Lesbian organi
zation started in San Francisco 
in 1955, we have talked to lit
erally thousands of Lesbians (and 
almost as many male homosex
uals). And, although each case is 
different, each person individual, 
through all is a searching for 
self-identity and self-fulfillment 
to the utmost of the person• s 
ability. 

Consider the stereotypei •box" 
most women in this country are 
placed in from birth: that of be
coming wife and mother, nothing 
else. Consider then, the girl 
brought up in this box who finds 
her sexual identification to be 
Lesbian. How then express the 
11 wife - and - mother" role? 
This conflict often starts the 
process of self-searching which 
goes on for years and which, for 
some, is never resolved. 

•Toward a Quaker View ,if 
Sex," which came out of 'England 
and is more enlightened than most 
religious treatises on male 
homosexuality, fails utterly in its 
chapter on the female homo -
sexual. The only statement with 
which we can agree is the first 
sentence: "Homosexuality is pr o
bably as common in women as it 
is in men." The Quaker view of the 
Lesbian is apparently that of the 
wishy-washy, namby-pamby old 
maid . who holds hands with an
other old maid (or preferably 
an adoring younger girl, if avail
able) because she never was 
able to catch a man and fulfill 
her deep yearning for the re
wards of the pangs of childbirth. 
At least the American stere otype 
of the predatory, aggressive, 
masculine woman has a little 
more color! 

The art of motherhood in the 
human species is not instinctual, 
It is learned. We have courses 
in the care of the baby, and there 
are countless books on the mar
ket to help the young mother with 
the problems she may encounter 
during the course of her child's 
growth and development. In some 
cultures, babies are taken fr om 
the mothers and raised by the 
community without any apparent 
psychically traumatic results for 
the biological mothers or their 
offspring. In other cultures it is 
the male who tends the young. 

It simply does not follow, then, 
that every Lesbian is suffering 
untold qualms because she is 
frustrating her •natural" birth
right for giving birth. There are 
many other ways for women to 
contribute creatively to society, 
and at this particular point in the 
history of the population of our 
globe, they may also be highly de
sirable. The Lesbian who does 
feel frustrated because she does
n• t have any children of her own 
may work in the teaching pro
fession, she may be a play
ground director or asocial work
er who comes in contact with 
families and children, But the 
majority of Lesbians we have 
known have not expressed in any 
way the •void" they feel because 
they have no children. To the con
trary, the expression, "I would 
prefer to lead a heterosexual 
life if I could," is much more apt 
to come from the male homo
sexual than from the female. 

(cont'd next page) 
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(study cont'd) . 

Study Sh OW S Le Sb i !.~.~.,,~ !.! re~ 0 U b I.Y.d on~ e.e~r .. ~~,!ed 
The teenage Lesbl~ has a par- ' tionshlp cannot be based on so- to deal with fear and soclety-im-

ticular problem which has . not ciety'S exaggerated male-female, posed guilt in the problem areas 
been met. Homophlle organiza- dominant-passive roles, as de- of employment, family relation-
tions, like the Daughters of Bil- picted in the flood of Lesbian ships and religion. Just because 
itis, have had to refuse member- novels on the newsstands which the record of arrests ls so much 
ship to those under 21 for fear are for the most part written · smaller ls no indication that the 
that they will be char?ed )Hit~ by ~en for heterosex~al male Lesbian ls relatively free from 
"contributing to the delinquency consumption. It is the realiza- legal or social sanction. It only 
of a minor." The teenager has ti-0n that contrary to cultural means that she ls less obvious 
no one to turn to. Socie!y thinks myths, ai1 human beings have and less promiscuous. She has 
only in terms of counseling of the both feminine and masculine done a better job of covering up. 
variety that would tend toward traits and that a person has to The most serious problem a 
reestablishing the sexual iden- find her own identity as a woman Lesbian faces in life ls that of 
tity in heterosexual vein, and and as a partner in this love re- self-acceptance. Like everyone 
the teenage Lesbian is whisked lationshlp that makes for sue- else, she has been taught the cul-
off to the family doctor or clergy- cess The fact that Lesbian rela- tural folklore that a Lesbian ls 
man to put a stop to this non- tions 1hips are generally long- something less than human-a 
sense. However, in the cases that lasting without benefit of reli- sick, perverted, illegal, immor-
have come to our attention, the gious ceremony or legal sanction al animal to be shunned and de-
teenager has no doubt about her is indicative of a strong bond of splsed. Needless to say, with 
sexual orientation. What she love and respect which sees the the first glimmering of self-
wants to know is what to do ab?ut couple through all the obstacles knowledge, of tendencies, she be-
it. She wants to meet others l~ke society places in their way. comes bogged down in doubt, 
herself; she wants to socialize Fortunately for all women, fear, guilt, and hostility. 
and to discuss the problems she there is a growing awareness in some Lesbians claim they have 
faces. She is looking for Lesbian this country that woman needs and ·been aware of their Lesbianism 
models, those who have worked is more openly demanding an since early childhood. Others 
out their problems and have. es- identity for herself as a human first become aware during ado-
tablished long-term relation- being, an identity over and be- lescence. Yet there are some 
ships. . yond the societal role of house- women who make this discovery . 

When she is denied this social wife and mother This awareness about themselves much later in 
outlet she very often wwids up in coupled with mo~e openness about life-after they have been mar-
unsav~ry areas of a city like the sexuality and homosexuality, ls ried and have had children. Still 
Tenderloin in San Francisco, making it easier now _for the others either by choice or lack 
There she may find other youth, young girl newly aware of her of oppirtunlty, never admit or act 
but she als o finds. herself ~n the Lesbianis~, to cope with the out their Lesbianism. 
company of prostitutes, pimps, negative sanctions of society. But It isn•t easy for a woman to say 
drug addicts and dope peddler s• it is still true that in most areas to herself, let alone anyone else, 
There have been several attempts of our country she has no place "I am a Lesbian." But once the 
in various cities to set up coffee to turn for counsel no one with words are said, has she really 
houses where there is dancing whom she can talk about her feel- changed? Isn't she still the same 
for the teenage homosexual. But ings without running the very real person she was-the dear friend, 
they have lacked the influential risk that the counselor will turn the competent employee, the lov-
backing of sa~, the chu_rch, to pro- away from her with horror· and ing sister? And yet the words 
vide protection agamst police revulsion become a barrier in her personal 
harassment while creating a The Q~akers state• •Female and working relationships. To 
wholesome social fabric for the homosexuality is fre; from the protect her family and her job, 
teenage homosexual. legal and, to a large extent, the she ls forced to live a lie, to 

Because of the absence of role social sanctions which are so take on a dual life. No wonder 
models in working out her way of important in the problems of many Lesbians seek out some 
life and because the only mar- male homosexuals." This is a type of psychiatric or therapeu-
riage she ha5 known is that of myth that even the male homo- tic help. The miracle ls that so 
Mom and Dad, the young Lesbian sexual has come to believe, It many are able.to function sowell 
usually gets hung up in the •butch- is true that in England there and to contribute so much to 
femme" syndrome in her early -were never any laws pertaining society. 
relationships, It is only with to female homosexuality. But ( t , d) 
painful experience that she learns this ls not true in the U.S.A. The con 
the Lesbian is attracted to a wo- Lesbian is just as subject to ar-
rnan--not a cheap imitation of a rest when she sets foot in a 
man. The lasting Lesbian liaison "gay bar;" she is just as sub-
(and there are many) is one based ject to blackmail and police har-
on mutuality of concern, love, assment. The stigma attached to 
companionship, respon~ibility, homosexuality has just as much 
household chores, outside in-
terests and sex, 



{study) 
The Lesbian ts thus a secre

tive, chameleon creature. She is 
not easily recognized. The old 
adage, "It takes one to know one," 
is not true. Not being distin
guishable from other women, she 
has difficulty meeting others like 
herself. The "gay bar" is still 
a meeting place, but there are 
few such bars which cater towo
men exclusively because they do 
not constitute a steady clientele. 
Besides, a Lesbian, as a woman, 
has no doubt heard many time~ 
the old saying "nice girls don't 
go into bars," or "no lady would 
ever go 1nto a bar alone." The • 
Lesbian goes out on the town 
only occasionally, and is more apt 
to settle down with a partner, to 
build a home arid a lasting rela
tionship, and to develop a small 
circle of friends--usually both 
homosexual and heterosexual. 
Another social outlet for the 
Lesbian can be homophile organi
zati ons thr oughout the country 
(if she knows about them), such 
as Daughters of Bilitis, which 
has chapters in New York and 
San Francisco. 

If she divulges her identity, 
she automatically becomes vul
nerable. She faces loss of~. 
family and friends. Yet, until 
she opens herself to such pos
sibilities, no one will have the 
opportunity to come to know and 
to understand her as the whole 
person she is. 

(Editor's note) 

DEL MARTIN and 
PHYLLIS LYON 
are two of 
the founders 
of D.O .B. 
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at a ':f3o.,ton ':i).(f).':/3. Cl) arty 

12 Carver Street 
Upstairs 
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Tickets at the door 

$2.50 

DANCING
and 

BUFFET 

8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Women Only!!! 

APRIL 25 
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STEVE FREDERICKS SHOW DISCUSSES 
BILLS TO REPEAL LAWS ON PRIVATE 
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR•••••••••••••••• 

The Steve Fredericks radio talk 
show on ~1..{EX, Boston, devoted an 
hour Friday night, Feb. 20, to a 
discussion of 3 bills which would 
repeal some of the Maasaohusetts 
laws concerning private, sexual 
behavior between consenting 
adults. This was in anticipa
tion of the public hearings on 
the bills before a committee of 
the State Legislature the follow
ing Monday. 

Panelists on the program were: 
Alan Cook and Peter Connolly, 
Boston lawyers; Frank Morgan, 
president of the Homophile Union 
of Boston, and Laura Robin, a 
member of Boston Daughters of 
Bilitia (OOB). The program in
formed the public of the exist
e · 1e and content of the bills, 
)f their upcoming hearing, and 
-1ld where letters of support 
(or opposition1) should be sent. 

Some of the panelists' argu
ments 1.n favor of the bills 
were; that private, consensual, 
s exu al behavior did not harm 
other members of society, and so, 
should not be regulated by the 
state; that even though the laws 
l n question were not often en
forced, they COULD be, capri
ciously, against anyone, (homo
sexual or heterosexual) at any 
time, and that the existance of 
such laws was conducive to black
mail. The potential for a lively 
debate did not materialize be
cause none of the persons who 
phoned in presented any argument 
against the repeal. 

HOMOSEXUALS TESTIP! AT PUBLIC .. HEARING 

A few members of the Boston homo
sexual community surfaced Monday, 
Feb. 23, to testify before the Joint 
Judiciary Committee of the Mass. Leg
islature. Representatives from the 
Homophile Union of Boston, the Boston 
Student Homophile League, the Harvard 
Graduate Student Homophile Ass•n, and 
the Boston University Homophile Club, 
spoke in favor of three bills which 
would repeal certain state laws that 
regulate private sexual behavior of 
consenting adults. Together these 3 
bills (H. 3482, H. 3472, H. 3484) 
would abolish the laws against forni
cation, unnatural and lascivious acts 
and the crime against nature (repeal 
of Chapter 272, Sections 18, 35, and 
34 respectively). No one from OOB 
was bold enough to read our testimony, 
so we submitted it as a letter. 
(Donna Ferguson has a copyo) 

Most arguments boiled down to saying 
the state had no right to regulate the 
private behavior of consenting adults, 
since such behavior did not harm other 
people. 

William Baird, originator of the 
bills, wrote a letter which was read 
by one of his supporters, (Mr. Baird's 
having a "previous commitment" in the 
Charles St. jail for handing out con
traceptive foamo) 

The Americans for Democratic Action, 
together with the Mass. Civil Liberties 
Union, turned in a 3-page argument. 
These latter two groups had originated 
another bill, H. 1949, which has dis
appeared in the legislative by-ways, 
(see Herald Traveler, Febo 22, Seco 5, 
pg. 13) and which would have repealed 
the same three sections. The newly 
formed local Council on Religion end 
the Homosexual was also represented. 

The committee paid an average amount 
of attention, but asked no questions. 
There were several proponents of the 
bills speaking as individuals. There 
was no testimony in opposition to the 
bills. The committee's report to the 
Legislature on their bills has not 
been madeo 
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COKING EVENTS 
Unless otherwise specified, all Boston DOB events are open to women only, 
and are held at: Clarke Room, Arlington Sto Church, 355 Arlington St. 

Friday, March 20 -
9:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 27 -
9:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 3 -
8:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 10 -
9:15 p.mo 

Fr iday, April 17 -
9:00 pomo 

OPEN DISCUSSION - "Do employers discriminate against 
Homosexuals and women?" How likely are you to be 
fired if your boss finds out? What kinds of jobs 
can you hold without the mask???? 

GUEST SPEAKER* Phoebe Wray, New York, Hollywood, and 
Boston actress and director now teaching at Boston 
Conservatory, will speak on "Homosexuality and the Arts." 

(IMPORTANT NOTE: all those who wish to go bowlin£ on 
Friday the 27th should meet at 7:00 pom., at the Turn
pike Bowladrome, 195 Concord Tpk. (Rt. 2), Cambridge.) 
SYMPOSIUM ON HOMOSEXUALITY FOR BOSTON COMMUNITY LEADERS
Six members of DOB will appear on a panel and answer 
questions from clergy, guidance counselors, and members 
of civic groups who have been invited to attend by the 
Public Education Committeeo Other members and friends 
of DOB are urged to attend and give their support! 

BUSINESS MEETING for BOSTON DOB MEMBERS ONLY. -
OPEN DISCUSSION* 11Can a Gay Marriage Last?" Come and 
share your opinions and experiences with others. 

Friday, April 24 - GUEST SPEAKER* Reverend William Alberts, Old West 
9:00 p.mo Methodist Church, Boston, will speak and lead a dis

cussion on, "What can the Church do for homosexuals?n 

Saturday, April 25-Spring Party at 12 Carver st. Buffet, dancing, etc. 
See party ad elsewhere (pgo9) this issueo 

Friday, May l - - SLIDE SHOW* Pam, Jo, and Betty will share their 
slides on many subjects. Refreshments as usual. 
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Grandma insists it's heredity 
Mother's side isn 1 t ordinary. 
Daddy swears the fault is Mother's, 
She always favored my brothers. 
Mother explains the fault is Dad's, 
His lack of discipline was bad. 

My doctor declares, just a phase, 
Our Minister says, badly raised. 
The analyst thinks I need a beau, 
But it was because of love, 

I know1 
(anon) 

Mit If II lHt Jt It It II II ~.n,.a. 

I will not forget 
your feathery-soft love, 

But cover myself 
with memory: 

Child-like screams 
cried from meo 

Adult-like tears 
drowned me. 

Of your desire, snowcrushed 
upon my willingness 
to give, and give; 
or your happiness, cotton-fluffed, 
spun golden around both 
you and I: one thread; 
or your desire, rain-washed, 
icily ebbing away 
to new crystal streams; 
Of your happiness, dark-stained, 
unravelling our union, 
leaving me threadbare, worn. 

Your wine-sugared love 
was drained away. 
Even the charcoal coffin 
evicted me; 
Death refused my hand, 
Leaving me frozen-aloneo 
With feet crumpled-cold, 
Bones blue-bruised, 
but heart awakening -
I looked to the crimson-beaten sky 
That wanted not my soul 
Nor my left-over body • 

••• Linda Susano•• 
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

A new approach to public 
education is getting under
way for Boston DOB as this 
issue of the Maiden Voyage 
goes to press. 

Members of DOB and HUB 
planned to address a gath
ering of 30 clergy of all 
denominations at Temple 
Emmanuel in Newton, Mass, 
on March 17. 

On April a, DOB will face 
religious leaders at Brown 
university in Providence, 
Rhode Island. After the 
leaders hear what DOB has to 
say, they will decide whether 
or not to expand the dialogue 
to the entire student body. 

Graham Jr o College has in
vited DOB to participate in a 
closed circuit radio talk show 
on the school's radio station 
on April 10. 

--------------------------------------------~---------------------------
- BOWLERSl 1 SPECTATORS 11 HECKLERSl I COME ONEif-COME ALL-

- ALL are welcome on Friday, March 27, at 7:00 p.m., the upstairs 
- alleys - Turnpike Bowladrome - 195 Concord Tpko (Rt. 2) Cmnbrldge l 

- Cand lepin lanes and tenpin lanes will be reserved side by side -
- so choose your balls and make a strike where it counts 1 ALL 
- scores ( especially mine) will be kept CONFIDENTIAL • 

• Cir cle your c&lendar.•o••oMarch 270 Bring the mate or make it 
- a date. Y'all come l ! -

* - -*-----------------------------------------------~-------------~-------~* 
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THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF HOMOSEXUALITY 

The legal problems homosexuals 
might encounter in dealing with 
child custody, joint ownership, 
sexual behavior and the police 
were discussed by attorney 
Michael Buckman at the Feb. 27 
meeting of Boston :OOB. 

Mr. Buckman cited the vague 
statutes that make things so 
difficult for lawyers to say 
what is a violation and what 
isn•t. "Each state has added 
to and deleted from the laws 
and most states don't make it 
clear if these acts (crime of 
sodomy, unnatural acts of cop
ulation with an animal, etc.) 
apply to women as well as men." 

It is up to the individual 
judge to decide what is lasciv
i ous behavior. "Few judges will 
ac tually convi ct on sodomy," 
he added 

Some countries - Denmark, 
France, Switzerland, Italy, 
and oth ers, and the state of 
Illinois have begun to delete 
these statutes. 

There is currently a series of 
bills before the Mass. legisla
ture designed to repeal "in all 
or in part," these laws on sodomy. 

'Mr. Buckman said he doesn't see 
any success in Massachusetts"
this year, anyway. 

"The authorities are politely 
ignoring the statutes as long as 
the acts are carried out in pri
vate." But he wonders whether 
this might change. 

A felony allows a policeman to 
arrest a person if he has prob
able cause, but it is almost im
possible to get probable cause 
unless a party volunteers infor
mation about what is going on, 
said Mr. Buckmano 

With the increaaed publicity 
Boston OOB is putting forth, it 
IS possible the police might come 
in, but he doesn•t think we would 
really be bothered. An officer 
might come in and just sit down to 
listen to the proceedings. He 
would not be in a position to de
mand identification. However, he 
would be perfectly within his 
rights to demand identification 
in a car or in a bar. 

On the subject of child custody, 
Mro Buckman said that the courts 
are only interested in the welfare 
of the child. There is no require
ment legally, that partmers be 
married to adopt children, but it 
is extremely difficult or "almost 
impossible" to follow through on 
an adoption otherwiseo 

In discussing police harrassment, 
Mr. Buckman said the real problem 
is trying to prove a case and get 
an injunction against the police. 
A person has "really got to be ready 
to atand up and be well armed with 
information to build a case to pre
sent before a judgel But, until 
you have public opinion on YOUR 
side, you are going to have harrass
ment," he concludedo 

Mro Buckman also discussed joint 
ownership, trust, and answered 
questions from the audienceo 
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Support Boston DOB -
Your t+1s membership fee gets you: 

- a subscription to THE LADDER 
- a subscription to THE MAIDEN VOYAGE 
- reduced admission to all Boston OOB lectures and discussions. 

Enclosed is my check or money order for$ 15 {do not mail cash) for my 
membership in Boston OOB 

I would like to join on the installment plan_. Enclosed is my check 
for $ ___ • I am 21 years of age or over. 

NAME: ----------------------------------
ADDRESS : _________________ ZIP _____________ _ 

PHONE: ---------------------------------
All membership applications are CONFIDENTI.ALl Mail to: 
Bos t on DOB P .o. Box 221 Prudential Center Station, Boston 02199 

· (Editor's note: Effective with this issue, the Maiden Voyage will be 
r ent onl y to members and donors. If you wish to continue receiving 
MV, t o be in touch with all our activities and progresses, please take 
a mi nute to send off a contributation to support YOUR interest. Better 
ye t , why not join us and become another voice at our meetings,- another 
vote at elections, etc. Admissions to meetings are½ price too, remember.) 

DOB INSTALLMENT PLAN -------
We have set up an installment plan for those who would like to join 
DOB but cannot afford to pay$ 15 all at once. 

You may now pay $5000 a week or every other week until your dues are 
paid up~ Please see our treasurer, Andy, who will be glad to help you. 

Remember, OOB is working for YOU, why not give it your support. 

JOIN DOB-JOIN OOB-JOIN DOB-JOIN OOB- JOIN IX>B-JOIN IX>B-JOIN IX>B-JOIX 
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