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2 :3CSTCN DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS 
CALENDAR 
May 1973 

TUESDAYS 7:30 pm RAF SESSIONS ON BEING GAY, FOR WOMEN, Share feelings 
about being gay, newcomers especially welcome. We 
go out for a snack afterward, For location, call or 
write the office. 

THURSDAYS 9-10 pm GAY WAY RADIO PROGRAM, WBUR-FM 90,9 on dial. 
SUNDAYS 1 pm D.0 , 3 . SOFT:3ALL. Bring ball,bat, glove, and/or self, 

play or watch, Magazine Beach, Cambridge, a.cross 
the Charles River from Cadillac-Olds, along Memorial 
Drive west of Boston Univ. Bridge. 

May 4,5,6 GAY WEEKEND IN AMHERST, sponsored by U, Mass, S,H,L. FRIDAY 
May 4, Dance, 8pm-lam, with THE DEADLY NIGHTSHADE, 
Worcester ·Dining Commons; SATURDAY May 5 Registra­
tion SHL office, Student Union Rm. 41.3B, $2 • . Work­
shops in the afternoon include S & M, T.V., female 
gay-male gay relationships, sensitivity, women's 
workshops, and a concert with Peter Fisher, Marc 
Rubin, Madeline Davis. In the evening a party. On 
SUNDAY May 6, a GAY FICNIC at the Hop Brook Commune, 
12 noon, For more information contact U. Mass. SHL, 
RSO 368, U, Mass., Amherst, Mass. (413)-545-0154, 

MAY 6, SUNDAY, 10 pm LAVENDER HOUR, WBCN-FM 104,1 radio. 
MAY 10,11,12,8 pm COMING OUT, New England premier of Jonathan Katz's 

documentary play about gay life and liberation. The 
play, adapted from fiction, poetry, autobiographical 
and historical accounts, traces the story of homosex­
ual men and women in this country from the 17th cen­
tury to the present day. The Boston production--the 
first since the original one in New York City in June 
1972--is produced, directed, and acted in by Boston 
trf~.~~g~t!dge~onation requested. Boylston Hall,Harvard 

May 11, 12, 13. ANTI-SEXISM WEEKEND IN KINGSTON, R.I. For info' write 
Kingston Gay Liberation, c/o Memorial Union, Univ. of 
Rhode Island, Kingston, R.I. 02881 or call 401-792-
5817 or 789-7183, 

MAY 17,18,19, at 8pm COMING OUT! (see above) Ferformances at Charles 
St. Meeting House, 70 Charles St., Boston. 

MAY 18, RRIDAY, 8:30--12:.30 pm D.O, B. DANCE at the Arlington Street 
Church, corne~ Arlington & 3oylston Sts., Boston, 
(near Arlington M13TA stop). In basement (door on 
Arlington St. side on right). $1.50, Women only. 

May 19, SATURDAY, NEW HAMPSHIRE D,0 . '3, meeting. For place write 
Occupant, Box 1.37, Northwood, N.H. 

May 24,25,26 at 8 pm, COMI NG OUT! (see above). Performances at Emer-
son College,b9 1rimmer St., Boston. 

May 23, WEDNESDAY 7:30 pm D.O.B. BUSINESS IVJEETI NG, at the office. 
GAY FRIDE WEEK PLANNING COMMITTEE--call the office for info. 

BOSTON DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, Room 415, 419 ~oylston Street, Boston, 
Mass. 02116 Fhone 617-262-1592. Calendar is $1/6 mo, FOCUS: A JOUR­
NAL FOR GAY WOI'fJEN is $5/year or 50¢/sample. MEMBERSHIP is $10/year 
($15 for couples), includes a subscription to FOCUS, for women 18 & ove: 



Dear FOCUS, 
tt.lways enjoy 
and views. 
poetry. 

your wide ran ge of news 
Hope to read r,,ore gay 

LETTERS 

I was surprised to learn others in Ohio 
also get your paper. Is t~ere a D.O.B. 
chapter so1:,eplace in Ohio? (Ed. Note: :No. ) 

I would like to correspond with other -
'sisters' in Ohio. It can be somewhat 
diffi cult for a discreet woman over 35 
years to learn where the gay group is. 

FOCUS, keep up the good work. 

Dear Friend , 

Yours truly, 
Belle Ja ckson 
129 E. Lorain St. 
Oberlin, Ohio 44074 

.-,s you will note in our state :11ent of 
principles, the Libertarian ?arty is 
dedi cated in principle to the right of 
every individual to exercise sole do@in­
ion over his own life, to live his or 
her life in whatever manner, so lonB 
as the rights of others are not violated. 
Our intent is to create an at mosphere 
in Massachusetts (and around th~ country) 
in whi ch this prin c iple can beco me a 
politi cal reality. If you · would be 
interested in helping us achieve this 
goal, please let us know. 

Yours truly, 
Paul L. Siegler, Chair man 
Mass. Libertarian Party 
24 Pres cott St. 
Cambridge, Hass. 0213 8 

Dear FOCUS staff and readers, 
I an, writing fro :,i a s:·,,all town in New 
Hampshire to let you know ho-w rnuch I 
appreciat~ your monthly issue and the 
refreshing relief fro m the monotonies 
of isolation it brings. 

Less than a year aso I was cor,,p letely 
i gnor _ant of the existen ce of any lesbian 
organi zation and sin ce then have been 
a;~-a zed by the ar,ount of activities and 
interest and especially people who 
really care about us. I still haven't 
attended any □eetings or a ctivities 
partly fr or:, being so far away and part­
ly fro m fear that what -exists in bla ck 
and white so boldly r.tight elude ;,i e. For 
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now I am cont ent to keep in touch by 
reading. 

Thank you FOCUS, and anyone who raight 
be interested in correspondance 

Dear FOCUS, 

Susan Grover 
Box 75 
Elkins , N.H. 03233 

Since graduating from basic training 
at __ , I think that receiving FOCUS 
puts me in jeopardy. 

So please cancelmy subscription effec~ 
tive immediately •••• 

Thank you so much for just 'being. 1 

Sincerely, 
J. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

On June 23, 1973, the Gay Activists 
d lliance of New Jersey will be hold­
ing its Gay Pride Parade in Hackensack. 

We cordially invite you and your group 
to join us in our march for Gay Rights. 

It is suggested that those who will be 
in attendance bring signs, posters, 
and/or candles, as the parade begin~ 
at 8 :30 P •. M. 

rlny signs or posters, which your group 
brings may not have a pole attached 
to it, as this is in violation of a 
city ordinance. 

Following our parade, we will return 
to our headquarters for a dance, free 
wine and cheeses. 

Our group has plans to attend your 
Gay Pride Parade, and it is our hope 
that you have similar intentions. 
Please forward any and all information 
for your parade. 

We are looking ferward to seeing you 
and your group. 

YOU~S IN LOVE AND UNDERSTANDING, 

Stephen P. Rice, G&~ N.J., Box 1734, 
South ijackensack, N.J. 07606 

(cont, on p. 4) 
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LETTERS, con. from p. 3 

Dear People, 

Barbara Gittings spoke here at Indiana 
University this week-end ·, and passed 
around a bibliography of · gay writings, 
in which FOCUS was listed. 

I'd be very much interested in receiv­
ing it, since Bosto ·ri' is my home base 
and eventual destination when I am 
finished here. 

Enclosed ··1s· f.ive dollars. Thanks very 
much. 

Peac .e, 

Ruth 

Lament of the Ro,,1antic 

I have not seen the fires of fla :ning 

Ror.te, 

The little shack liiogenes ::alled hm,:e. 

The brilliant' Caesar came before r,,y ti ,::e. 

ns Hor,er _and his fai :ous verse sublL :e 

And Cleopatra's char ~s are obsolete--­

Achilles left us on his magi c feet. 

I only know of dre8!"1s, of love and hate, 

For I was born a thousand years too late. 

Geri 

~~W BOOKS IN THE DO~ LIBRARY 

Lesbian Nation, by Jill Johnston 
The Outcast, by Anna Weirauch 
The ·Scorpion, 11 11 · 11 

Color Photos . of the Atrocities, 
by Kenneth Pitchford 

Testimony from the · hearings be­
fore the Commerce & Labor 
Comm. of the Mass, legisla­
ture 

Gay People's Union News, a monthly 
from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

G.:.:.Y NEWS rtROUND THE COUNI'RY 

G. rt. n. Newspaper . . . 
In February the Gay Activists Alliance 
of New York published its first com­
bined male/fe raale gay newspaper with 
a ru~ of 20,000 , copies. 

New York City .Gay Women 
Members of the Lesbian Liberation 
Col'.lmittee of the New York G.d .. rt. are 
considering for ming a separate les­
bian organization in N.Y. City. 

State of Washington 
~ proposed penal code revision is in 
co□uittee iri the Washington State Leg­
islature. If passes, this revision 
would abolish all laws against homo­
sexual behavior over age 18. Solici­
tation to cmnmit a homosexual act would 
not be a cri me. (,1DVOCATE, ,\pril 11) 

Oregon 
a bill to prev~nt discri mination in 
eitsploy 1,1ent, hou_sing, etc., is in the 
Oregon legislature. (,illVOCrtTE, .-1.pril 11) 

? aid Gay Lobbyist 
The New York State Coalition of gay 
organizations is paying for a lobbyist 
on gay issues at the New York State 
Legislature. He will receive a hµn­
dred dollars a week until the end of 
the session this sunmier. Major gay 
groups such as Mattachine were asses­
sed three to four hundred dollars. 
(..i.DVOCATE, april U) 

Ja ck Baker, Minneapolis gay activist, 
is runriing for Minneapolis City Coun­
cil this Nover:iber. 

Atlanta Lesbian Fe,>inist alliani:e 
(Georgia) was for ffied in June 1972 and 
has an active progra m. Write ALFA, 
1190 Mansfield Ave. , N.E., n tlanta, 
Georgia 30307 (phone 524-3192) 

Gay Iride .ieg lc-:F_hiladelpliia. 
T~e week be g ins June 2 with a 
Gay Arts Festival and ends June 
10 with a parade and street fair. 
The theme is "Celebration of Gay 
Life". For details write PGPC?J, 
P.O. ~ox 2350, Fhila.,}enn. 19103. 



TURN-ABOUT: GAY SPEAKERS BUREAU ASKS THE AUDIENCE 5 

Forty•f'ive ·w~e~ ,,~n~ two men at a Natick Jewish women's organization meeting filled 
out a questionnaire ···C>n their attitudes about homosexuality before listening to a 
Gay Speakers' , B1.n:eau;·presentation April 11. 

They were most -ly in their twenties ·. Their answers showed they believe that homo­
sexuality is not immoral and ought to be legalized. They were divided, however, 
in opinion on whether it was a psychological illness, and many would turn first 
to a "professional" if their own child was gay. 

Although the sample was small and select, the answers were surprisingly similar 
to those given on May 18, 1971, by a class of fifty-eight teachers and guidance 
counselors, a third of whom. were men, in Avon, Mass. 

Do you think homosexuality is a psychological Yes 
illness? 

Do you think homosexual behavior is immoral? 

Do you think homosexual behavior between 
consenting adults should be legal? 

Would you object 
by a -homosexual? 

if your child were taught 

As an adult with responsibilities towards 
young people, what would you do if you found 
out that a young person was homosexual? 

No 
Don't know 

Other 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 

Yes 
No 

Don't know 
Other 

Send _him/her t9 a psychiatrist or other professional 
T~lk with the person myself to see if they under-

stand what 'they are into 
Do nothing special 
Try to understand 
Send to gay groups 
Other answers given 

Natick, 1973 

45% 
36% 
11% 
8% 

2% 
96% 

92% 
8% 

31% 
57% 
8% 
4% 

36% 

16% 
13% 
6% 
2% 

13% 

Avon. 

60% 
261 
14% 

10% 
84% 

86.~ 
11% 

26% 
64% 

Have you ever known a homosexual? Yes 36% 52% 
No 59% 47% 

1971 

¥:&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&i&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&t 

& ' FOCUS LI IVlERICK CONTEST & D. O. B. welcomes your partici- & 
& & pation in our efforts to reac~ 
& Deadline May 20, 1973. & other gay women, to provide & 
& First prize 1 FOCUS s ub scri p- & ra ps and social events, to & 
& tion or 2 ticket s to next dance. & chan ge the laws and otherwise & 
& Must have a gay theme. & work for gay civil ri ghts, to & 
& & educate others. There is a & 
& WHERE ARE ALL YOU LI IVlERICK & s pot for everyone fro m clo- & 
& WRITERS?? WE HAVE RECEI VED VERY 1 s et dwell ers to T.V, stars. · & 
& FEW ENTRIES, COME ON! <Sc Jo in us. & 
i&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&~&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&i 



6 THE.CASE OF THE SEATTLE LESBIAN MOTHERS 

In a landmark case in September, 1972, 
a Superior Court judge in Seattle, Wash­
ington, gave child custody to two les­
bians who had divorced their husbands 
and were living together as a ,gay couple. 
The case had been initiated by the fa­
thers a year earlier. 

Judge James A. Noe ruled, however, that 
the six children, ages 4 - 9, were in 
a "potentially destructive environment" 
and ordered the lovers to maintain 
separate households (see April FOCUS 

in .letters section). He did not order 
the relationship to end. 

The judge apparantly compromised. The 
views of several psychiatrists and a 
court-appointed social worker were that 
the children were "well cared for phys­
ically, emotionally, and intellectually" 
and were showing no identification 
problems (as to their sex). The chil• 
d~en wanted to stay with their mothers. 
Some of the letters to the editor of 
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, which 
had printed a sympathetic feature art­
icle on the case, showed the opposing 
views: " ••• an article of this type is 
the gravest of moral pollution"; "ex­
cuse me, please, time out to vomit 11 ; 

"We know homosexuals exist, but must 
we give this type of relationship cre­
dence by this undue publicity?" 

The two women, Sandra Schuster (two sons) 
and Madeline Isaacson (four children), 
are now living in homes a block apart. 
The next step is unclear but may in• 
volve re-opening the case if more evi­
dence is obtained. The women want the 
right to live as a single family unit. 
(Information taken from the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, February 18 and 19 
and March 11, .1973; and the Seattle 
Times, September 23, 1972; copies sup­
plied by Sandra Schuster.) 

Sandra Schuster explains to FOCUS _the 
present situation: 
Dear Friends, 

We will either reopen the case with 
new evidence or some unusual judge will, 
someplace in the country, say its okaf 
for gay relationships that are stable 
to have children live in a family sit­
uation with them. 

Maddy and I live a block away from one 
another. We are quite sure the judge 
was worried about cu~ sleepipg in the 
same bed confusing . th.e children be­
cause . it would be two women instead of 
a man and a woman. There is virtually 
no evidence gathered to show what chil• 
dren who come from gay environments 
are like. Most people think they are 
probably confused about their sexual 
identity, i.e. whether a boy or a girl, 
and that their sexuality is confused! 
My master's thesis in psychiatric nurs­
ing is on this very issue. All I need 
are gay mothers and kids willing to 
share where their heads are. If there _ 
was any way possible to gp throughout 
the U.S.A. and talk to gay mothers 
and their children, collect the data 
and report it, I believe we would have 
evidence to reopen our case and appeal 
it if necessary. I believe .that les­
bian parents in particular provide a 
better balanced home environment than 
the heterosexual ones s~ widely re­
searched. We need quality and quantity 
when the study is done. If you don't 
have a good sized sample no-one will 
l i sten! If only there was someone who 
had money who cared about this whole 
issue enough to sponsor a study!! I 
know where to find the gay mothers, it's 
just the problem of speaking , to each 
on a personal basis th~t will make a 
big difference!! 

All in all I would say the credit for 
our case belongs to God. Without our 
faith in Him we would not have lasted 
past the first month of pressure! 

We appreciate your interest. We would 
very much like to have a copy of the 
FOCUS that this appears in • . 

Thank you 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Sandra L. Schuster 
P.O. Box 15312 
Wedgewood Station 
Seattle, -Wash. 98115 

Contributions to "The Gay Mothers' Le­
gal and Research Fund, 11 which is attemp­
ting to provide educational material 
and legal assistance, can be sent to 
Sandra at the above address. 



MS: NOT ~ UITE wa ,"\T WE 1D HOPED FOR 

By Kay Silk 
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Within the first year of its life, i1S 
r.~aga z ine has beco me a fai iliar ele ment 
in the battle between fe minists and anti­
fe r>tinists. Mentionin g MS is consider .ea 
an accurate test of a perso n I s attitude 
tciward the women I s 1'10ve rnent; like lit r,iUS 
paper ~ the person in question will react 
to the sound of the magi c n~~e either 
as radi cal red or as traditional true blue. 

the frequency of true-blue rea c tions is 
surprising, · f or MS is really very ta:;;.e. 
It addresses itself to that most con:-

fortably situated of WO:T en, the white, 
hetero~exual, urban or suburban dweller, 
affiliated with tho business or profes­
~i u nal _ c lass. The fori ~,at, by no coin­
ciden ce, rese mbles that of NEW YORK r,1ag­
azine, and advertisers like Dewars Scotch 1 

tl,.ierican Express, and T}lE SL.\TURDAY RE­
VIEW make their appearan ce in quest of 
the newly liberated fe ~ale dollar. 

The content of MS refle c ts the scw.e un-
. adventurous, big- ;-.oney spirit indi cated 
by the advertising and _ the physi c al 
co1,;position. Many of the . artides are 
infor ~ative enough , btit they merely tell 
us more of what we already · knew or sensed: 
t he inj~sti c es suffered by airline stew­
ardesses (Jan. · 173) or by fe male ewploy­
ees of READER'S DIGEST (Oct. 1 72) or 
by beauty queens (Sept. '72); f e1°ale 
contributions to politi cal and artisti c 
life; the iniquities in woi..en Is legai 
and e cono ~ic status; the sexist atro­
c ities preserved in the wedding cere-
ri:ony (Feb. '73). Sorr.e of the topics 
are as glossy as the paper they're 
printed on, su ch as the dis ,;ussion of 
cos rneti e:s and the cos ;.1eti c s ,industry 
(Jan. '73). In one . issue we find an 
interview with a dor,1estic worker (Feb. 
'73) , a 1,;ember pf a breed un f amiliar 
to ,·1any of us, though evide ntly . not 
to the staff ol: MS. · 

More often than the _ editors r,.ight wish 
to a~ .it, MS deals with subjects that 
have lon g occ upied the conventional 
wor.,en I s d 1ga z ines and newspaper se c tions. 
These in c lude being f a t (Sept. 172) , 
t ur n ing f orty ( Nov. '72) , a nd contra­
c eptio n . __ This l ~st su b je c t is someti mes 
se rved with a scoop o f popular ps y chi­
a try , as in '' What Contra c ~ptive Type 
are You? ' (Mar ch 1 73) . . rlnd r,,ost f re-

quently of all , there are arti c les a­
bout the drearines s o f housework , pre­
su i.,ably wri t t en '.f or those who lack do­
~esti c help. The shocking revelation 
t h at housewor !< is a bore , whoever does 
it , is prese nted in an Er _,.a 3 9"1be d c 
tone, ex c ept that the sel f -pity is un ­
leavened i n MS by any o f Bo;.:.be ck' s -
atte 1t~pts at hur~or. 

Yes, MS is very ta u e, behind its bold 
f ront. The defense (Feb . . 173) of com­
f ortable c lothes , of pants and low­
heeled f ootwear instead oi. the skirt­
girdle-stockings-high heels harness, 
sounds like the argw l ents we used to 
have with our ,,.others be f ore we left 
ho o e. In an early issue (July '72), 
Ger r,1aine Greer speaks out against .wear­
ing u:1derp a nts. So what? In the sa me 
issue we read that a wo,1;an I s body _hair 
is the 'last frontier. 1 By refusing 
to re ~ove hair f ro m the traditional 
pla c es , a wo, .. an is assertina her free-o 

dot,' fro r,; traditional f ei:,ale roles and 
stereotypes. This article was good 
f or an unexpe c ted laugh. Of all the 
wome n I know, the r.iost s c rupulous shav­
er of legs and ar mpits is a s on f in ed 
butch. · 

The freshest material is to be -foun d 
i n the depart ments oi ' Lost Women , 1 

'Found Women,' · and ' Notes f ro i,., Abroad.• 
•~ou nd Women' brings to our attent i on 
worr,en who are r.,aking contributions in 
every field , and who have go ne gener­
ally un noti c ed until now . . . ' Lost Wo­
::-.,en ' presents such f igures fro L th e 
pa s t as Maud Younger , a su ff ragist and 
t ra de un ion orga n i :::er (Ja n . '73), a nd 
' Bo,ecar i3ertha' Tho ,:ip son , who worked 
to i i.,prove the lot of the iti nera nt 
f e ,ale la borer (De r:. 172). The 1 rlotes 
f r or., ,-,.broad, ' which report on the po­
sit ion o f wor.-,en i n other cou ntries, 
ca n be enligh t ening to an A,ileri c an. 
These depart , ents are ge nuinely i nf or­
,_;ative .i and the !i1aterial ·of ten deserves 
t o be 1,:a de general knowled ge, to he lp 
corre c t the □ale bias o f our histor ­
i cal re ~:ords. 

Th e sa.,.e can .be $aid when MS deal s 
with wo. ,en i i1 · relat io ~1 t o - lar ger prob­
le ;;.s. The pho t ograp h s th a:t a ,:::::o,. pany 
t he e s y~ys on wo, ,en in pri _son ( Feb . 

c ont. on p . 8 ) . 
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173), the troubles in Ireland (March 
173), or the three rtppalachian women 
(July '72) speak for the mselves, to all 
of us. The horrors attending our so­
ciety or Anglo-Irish politics are every­
one's concern, and in fact merit a 
wider exposure than the rarified air 
of MS. 

rlS a publication for women, MS confines 
itself to a few themes, presented with 
many variations. The editors have i m­
posed even more limits by devoting 
themselves to the · reader who is urban, 
prosperous, and all the rest. (To her 
man, too. .-1. men I s depart ment appears 
regularly.) The price, for example, 
a dollar an issue, is typical of mag­
azine prices these days, but · it is pro­
hibitive to the truly poor woman, the 
woman who has the most to gain from 
any reform in the social and econo mic 
syste m. She needs that dollar to buy 
as many of the necessities as possible. 

More disturbing is the limitation on 
what might be called the emotional at­
mosphere. In particular, MS reflects 
the hostility that fe minists of the 
Friedan-Steinem variety feel toward 
lesbian women. In the early months, we 
were encouraged to see that MS printed 
an excerpt fro m rlnne Koedt 1 s 1Notes 
from the Third Year, 1 presenting the 
idea of women loving women (preview 
issue, spring 172); that Del Martin and 
Phyllis Lyon discussed aspects of les­
bian relationships (July 172); and that 
Jill Johnston introduced another prob­
le m, fro m another viewpoint, in an art­
icle on the 1Arr.azon Mother' (Sept. 172). 
It see med for a while that MS was in­
terested in reaching all women. 

But then something happened. Maybe 
somebody took a survey and discovered 
that 111ost of the MS readership was in­
different, or worse, to the subject 
of lesbian women. Or maybe there was 
pressure fro m advertisers, whose suc­
cess depends upon the continuation of 
the heterosexual status quo. Or maybe 
the editors the r.iselves felt it ne ces­
sary to prove theii- detach me:"lt fro m the 
'lavender menace, 1 in order to gaih 
acceptance for the brand of fe minis m 
they were pro raoting. We'll never know. 
But since last Septe mber, there has been 
no more material for or about lesbian 
wom~n, and no poetry , short stories, · 

photography, or. graphic work that 
might even suggest the love of one wo­
man for another. If not for the pre­
sence of the ~MAZON QUARTERLY1 s clas­
sified ad in the March issue, an on­
iooker rd ght think that lesbians had 
beco me extinct in the last six wonths. 

In general, MS has . approached the sub­
je ct of lesbianis m by not approa ching 
it, by hoping to ignore it out of ex­
istence. Usually this discri mination 
is genteel and ladylike, but it be­
cwne blatant in the March issue. 

'The First Feminist Comedy Tear.-,, 1 con­
sisting of Patti Harrison and Robin 
Tyler; was reviewed in the March MS. 
We find that their opening rocitine in­
cludes the following challenge to the 
audience: 

1You see us up here, two women 
in olue jeans, and you're think­
ing: they wust be ... yeah.~. they 're 

·1 After a pause to make sure 
the audience has f illed in the 
obvious, Harrison and Tyler added, 
'Coh,e on now, how many of you 
thought that •.. ? ... Well, we're 
not, 1 they said defiantly. 

Their tone set the audience on edge, 
but their straight L.,age was still in­
tact. ,"l.nd nobody really .sot hurt, ex­
cept for lesbian women. 

In the sa. ,e issue, Gail Rock reviews 
Ing mar Berg man's f il rn, 'Cries and 
Whispers, 1 which is dominated by women. 
The rel at ion ships among these won\en 
are varied and complex, but never, God 
forbid; unsavory. .~lthough the ser­
vant ~nna cares for the dying a gnes 
with •strangely erotic tenderness , ' 
the reviewer clears away any Llisun­
derstanding, or understanding, that 
may have arisen in the reader's i nd. 

1 Berg man concentrates on the wo­
Llen's i nterrelationships. He 
has always see med fascinated with 
the capacities for eroti c is m be­
tween women--a kind of open, ani­
,,,al sensuality that I don I t think 
he intends to be taken for les­
hianis ,,-,. 1 

Certai n ly not. 1 

Finally there is Letty Cotton Pogrebin' 
arti c le on women's rap groupsi, also 
known as consc iousness-raising (or 



C-R) groups, AS ~e all know, the C-R 
group occupies a central pla ce i n the 
wo1.en's rwve rr,ent, occurring at the grass 
roots level. · The C-R group is the pla ce 
for wo1.1en to shat"e their their . griev­
ances, to find that they're not alone, 
and to gain the support of other women. 
The C-R group, a1.,ong heterosexual wo­
,;.en, helps the ;,_ to ei,a i ine their feel­
ings, but not too closely, and to love 
their fellow wowen, but not too well. 

It is L ,.portant that mer..bers of 'the 
group develop feelingp Qf c loseness and 
trust for one another~ ?ogr~bin de­
scribes one of the ;.:ethods by which the 
group can encourage these emotions: to 
hold meetings in the nude. 

'The wrn,,en :.talk about tI-ieir phys­
ical vulnerabi~ity, about reveal­
ing their bodies for the first ti ree 
to a ruan, about their rea ctions to 
seeing .other wm en's bodies •• ~a 
thin wor,•en tou ches a plu mp· wor,1an I s 
buttock and re ; arks that . fat would 
be less thr~atening now that she 
has perceived the loveliness of a 
full figure. Several overweight 

. woc.en r.,arvel as they trace the planes 
and angles along a lanky wor;.an' s 
back • 
..i.ttbough . there was 1:1uch tou c.hing 
and inti mate talk, wor,:en report that 
nothing overtly sexual see@s to de­
velop in this group encounter. 1 

'Nothing'? Co1-.'e on, Letty. 

The truth is that nobody would acknow­
ledge such feelings, even if they arose. 
The pressure against the ,.: is too great. 
My rea -::tion to this article recalls r:y 
dis crncfort, and that of Sollie of my les­
bian friends, in C-R groups of straight 
wor.en. The dile mma is . this: . . either to 
hide one•~ · lesbian affinities and be 
wel coLle in the group, or ro de ~lare one­
self a lesbian and be ostra c ized. ; •· The 
MS variety of love ar.1ong women keeps 
this dile :.-.,.a alive, for the so-called 
feeling of sisterhood is governed by 
conventions as seve~~ as a~y in cest-ta­
boo. The f ree flow .of affe .c tion is less 

9 
free than i t see i,is; it s.tops where it 
risks being ~rarisfor□ed into attraction 
or passion; . For all the fe 1:".ale loyalty 
and pride advertised by the HS fe idnist, 
it ia ordained that her most p~ivate 
territory -- her h~~rt, ' her body , her 
bed - - L.tist ' re c ain the preserve of ,·:en 
on ly. Is it a~1y wonder that a lesbia _n 
wo1: an feels uneasy a.s ong non-lesbians? 
Espe c ially now that they're playing 
g&Jes of grope-and-feel- hands-on but 
not turned-on. 

So why do I st i1 l buy 1'1S ea ch ::,1onth? 
Certainly not fro ,. any _lingering hope 
that the editors have war ;..ed toward us 
non-MS types. d.nd not . to read yet a­
nother pie ce about Florynce Kennedy or 
Sylvia Plath, interesting though thes~ 
woL;en are. nnd not even the 'lost wo­
rneu ,'1 the 'found women, 1 or the women 
fro m other countries are quite worth 
that dollar. 

I r.ont inue to buy MS because it usually 
in s lud~s a section called ' Populist 
1'1echani cs. 1 To judge by .the ,. odest 
for ~at and lo cation, this is not the 
se ction in whi ch MS takes the greatest 
pride. The type is pale and spidery , 
.and hard on the eyes, and the ·arti c les 
the c selves are crowded humbly into the 
very front or back of the ;,1agazone. 
But the content of, these poor relations 
is worth the in (:onvenience; They are 
'service articles' in the best sense, 
presenting the basic fa cts of such • 
subje ~ts as cars and electri cal syste L•s 
and stereo sets. 'Populist Mechani r:s 1 

is worth the pri ce of the maga zine to 
those who know nothing of ue r:hani cs 
and to those who are unsure of their 
knowledge. Best of all j the fa ~tua1 
quality of the . ~aterial does not le nd 
itself to editorial co~. ent beyond the 
indisputa b le suggestion that knowledge, 
of any kind, is power. · 

Fro rr: the viewpoint of one who is not 
the MS drea: .. girl, the ,,iagazine is ... ost 
su c~ess Zul where it teaches without · 
prea ching. ~n understanding of the dis­
tributor cap and the -::ircuit breaker is 
usefµl to every one of us, whatever our 
e:,otional in clinations h ight be. 



10 
CLASSIFI ED ADS 

(5¢/word) 

DIGNITY/ BOSTON i s a national Cath­
olic group open to all people, We 
are organized to provide a place 
where gay and bi-sexual men and 
women can bring to gether their sex­
ual preference and t heir religious 
beliefs, Meetin gs on the first 
Sunday of every month include a 
liturgy, a discussion, and .a social. 
For more information write: Dignity/ 
Boston, 1105 Boylston St,, 1oston, 
Ma, 02215 . 

FIFTEEN YBAR OLD GAY GIRL would 
like to receive mail from sisters, 
Any age. Brenda Sue Mines, 
105 Fine Drive, Union Foint, Ga, 
30669, ph. 486-431 6 . 

IS A~CT OTHER unmarried, childless 
reader adopted ? Would like to dis­
cuss feelin gs about this, Margaret 
Ryan, -Sox 346, North Baldwin,N,Y. 
11510. 

U. CONN GAY ALLIAN~ Everybody 
welcome 1 Men' s,r,G. h'·; ·Sundays, 7pm, 
Stude11t UnioN 30i; Gay Women-2nd 
and 4th Sundays,7pm, Worr3n 1 s ·cen­
ter. Joint meeting-Thursdays, 8pm, 
Commons 313. Info' 203-486-4738, 
ATTRACTIVE ,PRUFESSI ONAL FEMALE 
early JOs, would like to hear from, 
some interested females, to spend 
some time, at summer home, this 
summer, June--Sept., lots of fun, 
sand and sun, please send photo for 
immediate reply, nice time to be 
had. Patricia Raferty, P, G, Box 
141, lfionsey, N.Y. 10952, 

THE WOMEN •S. CENTER in Cambridge is 
looking for a woman to live perma­
nently in the Center starting wit h 
the end of April, and another to 
live in during May only, There 
would be a 24 hour commitment to 
what goes on at the Center, For 
information call 354-8807 or visit 
the Center at 46 Pleasant Street 
on Monday ni ght at 8 pm, 

SUPPORT THE WCMAN OF YOUR CHOICE 

~iiiiiiiii~ii~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~i 

Florida 
12/15/71 

i come here alone 
and i go away the same 
but in between the day and 
the ni ght i sometimes 

reach out in the 
darkness in hopes of 

finding you again. 

--A, RICHARDSCN 

THE ~U RAGE 

From t he dar kness of my s ou-1 .• 
I watched you f'.li t:ter here g 

flutt er, there,. .. :~·'.·, .,. : _ .:· ·. . . :_:i,~_<.·./_:_:·.·.:.:_: .. ~ .. hover round, ·~-~-.; ·· . 
always close> but ·' never near. 

. A,n<;l ._I .. gazed with fascination · <~t "lovely hues in your dis .;play, 
i:'i'ostal g ic blues ·"' · 
and shiny golds, 
the warming reds in the lighter 

gray • . 
Enrapt, I stared as you drifted 

closer. 
Oh, Sappho! The beauty now in 

my hand! 
But, no, you only flicked 
my eager fingers 
·and as I grasped, you flew away. 
I watched again with hopeless 

yearning · 
the fading glow of your fettered 

wings 
whilst in my heart 
the anguished cry: 
"Oh, Love, why me?" 

--TE RRI B. 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

GAY LIBERATOR, published 
monthly for women and men. 
$J.OO for 12 issues. Sample 
copy 25¢, Gay Liberator, . 
Box 631-a, Detroit, Mich.48232, 

TELL ADVERTISERS YOU SAW IT · IN 
FOCUS! 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

COMING OUT! 
A gay play. 

See the calendar p.2. 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 
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Hey 

THEY NEVER KNOV/ 

Manl There is a world out there 
Bleak and dismal as · it seems 
I've found the light, I've seen a dream 
Though it took all joy of life 
I took a chance and paid the price 
I made the scene at her advice 
I live a life and kept a dream 
They took me here, they took me there 
Let me go from corner to corner 
But held me back from border to border 
Set .me free within their order. 

Dig it Mant How great it was 
To make a choice within the order 
To dream a life or live a dream 
To play each day a game of life 
And at the end know only strife 
But if I chose to live a dream 
I'd say Good Nite but once in life 
And know I'd dream and dt·eam 
For somewhere out there, there is a scene 
Made from all the joys I dream 
Perhaps tonight will be the night. 

--C. N. 

., .u , , . .. , . . . , 

.- .,. .. • '"j. 
$ISTERHOOD 

11 

. . . . • .r \ .. J J,. • : : • :; ~ ,; : ; : ~ :. • '. · , ~ 

I love yo,x 'ft!y :ii~t~~• -. ,, ' ;' I . ,. 

Because you ·a:r;-e m~, "al}d .I a_IJl Y:OU, 
Be6'ause - we·: sn~re in • the- same life-

. I will :·~fight ' ;for, :jdur 'figh;t}/~ 
· : . to make ,yotf free .,· -· · · ·· 

Y.ou.will al-ways ·come first: 
. · s·tyles ;a'.nd 1;.imft_ations • . 

. . ~· .. , . . -. ,- ,. ' . : ~ . . . . . . -.. ~ : . . ( . 

I wilhl · ~1elp ~ou ,,, ~pene _ve:r, _yoq 11,Ei)ed 
e p. 

I will shake you from lethargy. 
I will protect you when you need 
I will make you uncomfortable in 

your rut. 
I. will arouse your discontent, 

·. and your energies. 

it. 

I will applaud your streng~hs ·, 
And gently pb-int 'tfut -you:r ·:, .·). _ 

. . - I . . , ,- . .., .. :.:~ weakr-lesses~ · .J•'- ·· · -~ · 
·) , f 

:I will encourage ·,you ' to lf tfr-'ther 
.,: .• accomplishments. ' ' · ' · .. 
-I will stand by ·you in ' your · ' 

failures. 
I will never turn on you, or 

turn my back on you, · 

I will not try to dominate you or 
make you paft of me. 

I will be constant in my suppori 
of you. 

I will never look down on you, and 
will discourage you from 
looking down on yourself. 

I will give you my respect, my time, 
my assistance. 

I will defend your individuality, 

I will walk with you when 
want to walk al .one • . 

I will work to assure you 
necessities of life. 

you don't 

the 

I will turn to you for guidance. 
I will teach you everything 

I know. 
My successes will .be yours, and 

yours mine. 

I love you my sister; · 
Without reservation o~ qualifi-

cation, · 
I love you as I love myself 
Together we can celebrate our 

.lives. 
--A. G. ... 
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BOOK REVIE",i : TIIE LOVE THAT DARED NOT· SPEAK ITS i1bME 5Y H. MONTGOMERY 

HYDE (Little, Brown, 1970) 

by Geri 

T!1E LOVE THAT DARED HOT S?EAK ITS It ~ME 
is an ex c elle nt and well-do cu_;ented 
survey of the legal vi c i~situdes of the 
ho , .. ose xual in England, fro ir, the t L.,e of 
the l'lor uan conques t to the present day. 

In 1533, during the reign of Henry VIII, 
the first statute appeared which r,.ade 
the 'detestable and ab0i .·inable vi c:e of 
buggery coi,,. itted with ,,ankind or beast 1 

a c ri ,~e punisha b le by death. It was a 
long and painful roa d that led fro ~ 
there to the passin g in 1967 of the 
Sexual Offe n ses t1.r:t, whLh legali zed 
ho Llosexu a l a 2ts between conse nt ing a­
dults i r. private. The in f or r..ation given 
i n this book is invalua b le to anyone 
con :erned with cha nging the · legal status 
of the ho :,,ose xual in this cou nt ry. It 
is worth noting that Mr. Hyde lost his 
seat in ? arlia n ent , whi 2h he had held 
for ten years, as a consequen ce of his 
,.I·~; . :~·•?vk.· ~.::·.., ·.-·,\.\ ..,p 1) !' .. ,, :,: f . : &f-. ·, ' .: ~- ~ . .-Jl: .~ .:.: 

Cow.:-:ii t t ee ls r e eomn~nda t ic,ns. 

For those readers interested i n in f or­
nation a nd ane ':dotes about well-known 
ho : ose xual figures, this book will 
definitely prove t o be worth reading. 
The author , having written two books 
on Oscar Hilde (THE TRL;.LS OF OSCAR 
WILDE and THE AFI'ERl'fa'I'H) ;' is so ·:iewhat 
b rie f in his treat ~ ent of the best-k nown 
Bri t ish hc ~os exual li t erar y f i gures . 
This deficien ,-:y is , ,ore tha n co, pe n sated 
for by detailed a c counts of so ,:~e other 
fa,;.1ous cases. One learns with sor::e sur­
prise .that the ban on Rad : lyf f e Hall's 
TaE WELL OF LONELHJESS has . never been 
li ft ed and therefore is · still te chni c.al­
ly in effe c tw Never t6 eless, a f ter j orld 
War II t he !:iook was re-published and 
sold f reely without i nterferen ~e f rQ 
the poli c e , i n the wor d s of Lord Jus­
ti :.e Nor ,a n Birket t, 'a n i ndicatio n of 
t h e world ·of rapi d ::han8e i n whi ::h we 
live and of the vagartes of taste. 1 

I n 192t , an atte i::pt was . a cle i r: ? arl-
i~ ent to pe nali 7e lesbia ns i n the sae 
way as · ·ale ho ._10.sexuals. The argu . ents 
brough t f or t h by the various speakers , 
both £or a nd agai n st the ea sure , dis­
played t ·he ge neral i gnoran ce o f les­
b ia n is :' whh :h ap p ears t o be un iversal. 

One ,~annot help f eeli ng that t he Lea­
sure was f i nally de f eated not out of 
a ny ::.ivil li b ertaria n .:;o,1siderat io ns, 
but ra th er f ro ~ a general conse nsus 
that to re cogni ze les b ia n is t.. in any 
way was t anta r,:oun t t o re cogni ::i ng the 
: apa c.ity of W0'..1en t o enter i nt o rela­
t io n ships t hat e xc luded Den . 

The last :hapter, entitled ' Whither 
blow? 1 is perhaps th e r,ost L :portant 
:fro ,· an a 0 t ivis t point of view. It 
deals with th e pro b le ~s le ft un solved 
by th e Sexual Off enses Ac t, su .h as 
th ose posed by the ho ,.iose imal servi ng 
i n the Ar . . ed For c es, an d by ho . ose xuals 
under th e age o~ con se nt. The au th or 
~ en tio n s th e e[f orts bei ng ~ade by 
British ho . . ophile or ga n i :,~ations t o 
i ~prove the situation. 

Mr. Hyde f eels that a g~eat deal of 
:.J_- ,.:.,g.i: .. -:-.... ~. t tc'~ ·.., ..... ;_.,' -:A,•:'"! ~ ,j 1·1 -~~- j 't :' <'~\ -J ,. 6 

th ~ B1:i t ish pu b li c 's knowle dg~ a.nd 
attitudes about ho1;-.oseXUAlity, . but _ 
that r.iuch prejudi -::e re ,· a.i n s. The 
author suggests a c lose look at th e 
ho . ophile groups i n Hollan d a nd Den­
,,,ar k as wor k ing ,.odels. On this 
si de o:c the At la nt i .:, we .:an also 
pro fit fro ,. t hat c:i.dvir·e. 

.· )...)...>.,)...)...)..,>.,A,)..)..)...)...)...)..>.,>-.>..>-.)..),>-.>-.>-.>..>..)...)...},,,>.,)..),.>-.X.>-.>-. 
)... >-. 
)... DOH'T FORGET.'! A 

~ NEXT DOB DANCE: ;t. Y le ~ 
>-. )... 
)... 8 :30 - 12:30 )... 

>-. s~RL H!GTON S1. CifURCd A 
>.. A 
>-. )... 
)... )... 

AAAAAAAAAAAAA>-.>..>..>-.>..>-.)...>..>..>..>..)...>..)...>..>..>..>-.>..>..>..)... 

"TIG S p rr •s ,said to be run by womn. 
open S1\T. 1: Sm.'. 112 3road st.,3oston. 
Phone 423-4333. 

... 
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• 72 pa9t!<,, of f1(t101 \ e~>ilys,po~try, r<2.vl! I',,./J.1 al"t• 

one year 5ub5cnott0n 1Lf. 
(p)a1n wrapper or ou/ 6( u.5- i5.) 

cull<, ra1e-5: 80<t per issue. 

~Je we /c.o,ne y our cor . .--aspondenc.e1 

<'Jr1r,,.Jor k, manu scnpt .s, cd0 'nbuT1on.5 . 

li/v'I.A,ZON QUfiRT[R_Ci 
55 4- l!a,Je.. l/1:,io 

Oak~n~ Ca. 9~~10 

SISTERS MAGAZINE 
Published by San Fran ci sco D.O.B. 

$5 .00/year 
S.F.D.O.B., 1005 Market St.,#208, 

San Francisc o, Calif. 94103 

Would like to meet women age 
J O to 40 for aft. or ev e . g et­
to g ethe r s, a few dr inks 0 mov ies , 
shop p in g and so me go od fun t imes 
to g ether. I am not ar oun d on 
weekends so pl ease c a ll any time 
days or ni g ht s on wee k days only. 
r,:ayb e th is can be a per manent 
thin € for us . Hope s o. Phone 
237- 4723, Ask f or Mar g e . 

ADVERTISING RATES FOR FOCUS 

Full pa~e •••• • • $17 
Half page •• ••• • $ S 
Quarter pag e ••• $~ 
Eighth pag e • • • • $• 

Cl&ssified Ads 5d a word. 
Discount on repeat ads. 

HIIIIH♦IH#li#+u#HII-Jtl~l•~ 

C}~MP]N G 
SEA SONS 
CAMPING for happy peop 

FOR 

with tent. 

ALL 

~ 
~ SWIMMING &long a ri ver with a covered 
~ bridge. 

I 
~ 

PRIVACY and sunbat hing, 
skinnee- d.ipping. 

l ½ hours fr om Boston. 

SEASONAL RENTALS ONLY, June through 
September (o r additi onal months). 
Responsible, mature nature lovers 
call: 

(617)-566-7041 af ter 9µn 

Taylo r 
Box 49 
Waverly, Ma. 02179 

A VO ICE OF THE 

1 LESBIAN / FEMINIST 

COMMU NI T Y 

s is ters sub sc r ibe now 1 

$6 00 per year 111 U S 

$ 50 for samµle copy 

sen d to : tide c oll ec tiv e 

3 73 No . Western • Roo111 202 
Los Angclt>s, Cal,f 90004 

tJL.lk r0te s i-1'.clilat 1 lv u;'l ,1 11 

rcquPst 
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