


















































































































































































































































Fellow officers say Robert-lan Schlessinger’s commitment o both police
officers and the gay community served fo lessen tensions.
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Boston’s first

openly gay

dies of AIDS

Police commissioner,

fellow officers praise legacy
of Robert-lan Schlessinger

by Loren King

Robert-Ian Schlessinger of
Woburn, a nine-year veteran of
the Boston Police Department who
was the first openly gay member
of the force and the first openly
gay officer to serve as liaison to
the gay and lesbian community,
died July 24 due to complications
from AIDS. He had celebrated his

38th birthday on July 19.
Schlessinger served for two
years, from 1991 to 1993, as the
department’s liaison to the gay
community working directly for
then-Police Commissioner Francis
Roache. Although the Boston Po-
lice Department has employed
such a liaison since 1977,
Schiessinger was the first openly

continued on page 18
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continued from page 1
gay officer to serve in the position until
he resigned as liaison in March, 1993.
He was thenreassigned to District Four,
serving the Back Bay, South End and
Fenway. Schlessinger was replaced as
liaison by Norman Hill, the
department’s only other openly gay
officer, who continues to serve in that
capacity.

“I looked at Robert as a beacon to

gz*égu’lys and lesbians hesitant to come out,

or hesitant to pursue a career in law
enforcement,” Hill said July 26. “He
showed that it was okay to be gay, to be
out, and to pursue a career in the crimi-
nal justice system.”

Schlessinger was an active member
of the Gay Officers Action League of
New England, a national group made
up of gays and lesbians formerly or
currently working in law enforcement.

Police Commissioner Paul Evans told
Bay Windows July 26 that he was
“deeply saddened” by Schlessinger’s
death. “He laid the groundwork for oth-
ers like Norman Hill to come forward,”
Evans said. “He was well-respected by
everyone in the department. We all feel
a sense of loss, but we are a better
department because of Officer
Schlessinger. He has left us all with
something.”


















Saying

Goodbye

No year-in-review issue would be complete
without pausing to remember those members of
the community who are no longer here. Below are
the names of those individuals whose obituaries
appeared in this paper in the last year.

So much loss, too much grief — and these are
only the names which appeared in these pages;
the tip of the iceberg. How many were lost but not
acknowledged, we cannot say.

Peter T. Bartolucci*
Michael Callen*
William Kevin McKowen*
Darrell Yates Rist*
Vincent C. Astuto*
Dr. Stephen M. Kritsick”
Jay Lodie*
James Williams*
Stephen Edwin Hill*
Barry A. Locke*
Yves Navarre
Walter Frederick Roberts*
Charles Bedard*
Walta Borawski*
Mitch Kincannon*
John Alexander#
Derek Jarman*
Brian Pearson®
Ronald Lamontagne*

~ Dack Rambo*

X) Frank M _nday*

A. Bruce Silva*
Wendy Bennet-Alder
Mark Dunitz*

Jonas L. Fields, M.D.*
Timothy J. Guilfoyle*
David Steiger Wolfe*
Marlon Troy Riggs*
Roberto Col6n

Peter Medoff*

Stephen Paul Clark*
John Preston*’

Scott Whitelaw*
Claude “Marc” Belair*
W. Frederic Evans*
Christopher Gonzalez*
Victor Henry Romano
Richard C. Booton IIT*
John Segien*

Stephen C. Smith*
Clifford Josiah Rich*
Richard Cutting

At a May 16 concert, the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus illustrated the impact AIDS has had on the group by

having one member face away from the audience to rep.

resent each member who has died of AIDS. Only seven

of the original members are dlive, while 115 have died since 1989. £ ~JE -7

David A.V. Ryan* Alan W. Perrault* Marc SawyerX
Mark Altbush* George (Angie) McGarry David B. Schofield*
Enrique Arturo Torres* Nicholas Romania* David Feinberg*
Jeffrey William Armstead* Brian Behan* Cory Gardner Smith

Robert Gerard McBride*
Randy Shilts*

Renée Anna Spellman
John G. Anderson
Thomas Basinger*
William G. Greenough*
Thomas Peck*

William A. Desmond*
Thomas L. Sartini, Jr.*
Thomas Aquinas Toomer
Assotto Saint®

Frank Giammatteo Jr*
Salvatore Peter Vaiani*
Paul B. Williamson*
Joseph Caesar Cardozo
Dick Sargent -

Robert P. Giorgio*

Earle Raymond Hopkins*
Gregory Johnson*
Lawrence J. Chiano
Kyle Anthony Lee*
William A. Martel*
Brian A. Moore*

Raymond RW Nadeau*

Daniel Calder*

Doug H. Schindler*
Richard Toma-Cianci*
Nancy Logowitz

George James Fitzgerald*
Siong Huat Chua*

Rikki Streicher

Ross Frederick Alexander *
Richard Heyman*

Curtis Reace*

Cesar Cruz

Rev. Douglas B. Dandridge®
Tomas Fabregas*

Rev. Bob Lay*

Mark Thomas Zimmermansy
William Vance Deare
George Howlett

Robert “Bobby” Safallo*
Paul Swift*

David T. Frigon

Mark Timothy Johnson*
Danny L. Sanford

Kenneth M. Dukeshire
Victor E. Indrisano®

Carl W. Ramos*

William P. Sehnem*
Martin Smith*

Stephen Tufts

Tom Villard*

Kenneth Wythe Dickinson*
Gene W. Morand*

Gery Oliver Cannon*
John R. Dixon*

Rev. Hugh W. Findley*
Howard L Lippman*
John Marshall McMahon*
William F. Coxson*

John Shane*

Martin Wixted*

Elizabeth Glasef®

Steven Santos Ferrante
Douglas MacElroy

Philip James Sheehan*
Stephen L. Adams*
Steven R. Plouffe*

Steven Curtis Stout*

* cause of death given as AIDS
# had AIDS, fasted self to death
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'~ BradleyJ. Sanborn

Bradley J. Sanborn of Boston died
February 15 at the New England Dea-
coness Pallative Care Unit in Boston
after a long illness. He was 55. Mr.
Sanborn owned the Bradley Sanborn
Interior Design Company in Boston for
over 20 years. Prior to forming his own
company, he had worked at Jordan

w0

for five years at Bloomingdale’s in New
York City and Chestnut Hill. Mr. Sanborn
attended the New England College of
Art and was a volunteer at AIDS Action

" Committee in Boston. He was also a tour

guide for the Boston Globe's Children

Art Competition.

A memorial service will be held in the

Marsh in the visual arts department and

H o

spring in Provincetown
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