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Paul Mitchell,
1949-1996

Paul Mitchell, the coordinator
of AIDS Action’s HIV
Information Center, died on
July 11, 1996 of complications
‘related to AIDS. Paul started at
'AIDS Action as a Hotline
'volunteer in 1993, answering

callers’ questions about HIV
and AIDS. In 1994, he began to
volunteer for the Speakers
Bureau, talking about his HIV
infection and providing life-
prolonging information to
clients and those at risk for HIV.
His personal experience with
HIV led him to the Resource
Library where he was hired full
time in 1994.

He will be remembered for his
sense of humor, his strong sense
of dedication and his desire to
continue to work at AIDS
Action as long as possible.
Among his accomplishments
was the creation of an on-line
database of AIDS treatment
information so that treatment
information could be accessed
quickly and simply.

Paul was especially skilled at
helping other people with AIDS
understand their treatment
options and was a passionate
believer that treatments could
sustain life and that people with
AIDS have reason to hope.

He leaves many friends and will
be greatly missed by his family
at AIDS Action. '

New Treatment
continued from page 1

some anxiety and uncertainty.
Client Services is working to
support those who are unable to
take the new drugs, as well as
those who are doing well on
them.

“At this time, we expect demand
for our services to increase as
people with AIDS look for
resources to help them utilize
the new treatments,” said
Kessler.

In addition Client Services is
closing monitoring demand for
services.

“While we don’t know exactly
what to expect, it is clear that
this new treatment information

will challenge many of our
expectations around this
epidemic,” said Kessler. “As
people are living longer and
healthier lives, we expect an
increase in demand for some
services, a decrease in demand
for others and a change in the
way we offer others.

“There’s a lot of change going
on, however AIDS Action’s
commitment to advocacy,
prevention and service for
people with HIV and AIDS will
remain critical,” he continued.
“AIDS Action will continue to
be a strong and continuing
player in the battle against AIDS
and the prevention of HIV.”
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. emorial services are

being arranged in San
Francisco and Los Ange-
les during the week of September

10 for ‘ma isonet,
Jr., an openly gay prison

physician who died quietly in his
sleep Thursday, August 22 at the
Washington Home in Washington
D.C. of complications from AIDS.
Hewas48.

In 1991, Maisonet was head of
the state Department of Correc-
tions primary HIV treatment fa-
cility at the California Medical Fa-
cility (CME) in Vacaville, and
-a founding member of the
Area Physicians for Huma

board "

S. rie had T a boar
‘member of the Gay and Lesbian
Medical Association (GLMA),
~ Ben Schatz, GLMA executive
director, told the B.A.R. that
Maisonet’s death is “a real loss.”
“He was a pioneer in a lotg
ways and not afraid to speak hi 3
mind,” Schatz said in an interview,
“He truly brought a lot of heart to
medicine. It’s not necessarily
being an out African-Amer
physician.”

Born in San Juan, Puerto R
Maisonet moved with some of
family to New York, where
graduated from Columbia U
versity with honors. He wen
Yeshiva University and Albert
stein College of Medicine, bo
New York. Following his gra
tion and internship, Mais
began his residency in pedi
at Jacoby Hospital in the Bronx,
New York. He also became a
board certified infectious disease

»

ellthafmm sonet

services

> of t and Catholic Chap-
most important HIV/AIDS physi- [ain Father Patrick Leslie were in-
cians in the country, strumental in starting,

He had been to San Francisco

in late June to attend a summer

meeting of the board of directors
of the Correctional HIV Consor.

tium (CHC), where he served as
 president. He had been a member
‘of that organization since 199
and continued to be very activein
}the consortium until sho

fore his death.
' In 1993 he became director of
| infectious disease control for |
U.S. Department of Justice,
Bureau of Prisons. He ser

n June and re-
ceived the Outstanding Service
Award from the government.

Once he moved to California,

Maisonet began to work with
Angeles County Sheriff’s

orrections’ primary HIV

~

le.

ile at Vacaville, Maisonet
is responsible for turning the
program into the nation’s
rated correctional infectious
e program. He also became

‘California Medical Association.
tudy teams came to the CMF
pm as far away as Scotland, Italy,
‘and Greece to observe and learn
the various program elements
that included the Pastoral Care

N

&

ent and was then hirm;i'k ‘
nit IV, the state Departme: Al

ment facility at the CMF in g

f inspector of prisons for the -

Other programs that were
studied at the CMF included the
peer education and prevention

programs, as well as other land- |
mark accomplishments such as'

the first display of the Names W‘
ject AIDS Memorial Quilt in a
son, and the first use of in
nates as peer educators on
mainline of a prison.
_ It was while working with the

By

" East Los Angeles Health Task

rce and the Minority AIDS Pro

ct that Maisonet became aware

of the tragic situation that
HIV in the minority community
and correctional system.
“I saw the same people time

after time. They’d be in clinic and “€*

'd follow them and get their

[opportunistic infections] under
itrol and positively affect their
Mng syndrome,” Maisonet
nce said. “Then suddenly they’d

disappear for a while. In several
; s they’d be back, and they’d
< horrible. They’d been in jail

ison, and all our time, effort,
work had gone down the toi-

let.”
It was then, he said, that he

knew he had to devote himself to

the needs of that constituency.

“I became aware of the horri-

Services (PCS) program. The PCS

Prb

passed

Tesal co

nities in southern California,”
Maisonet once said. “For the lack
of access to adequate treatment
and well-trained physicians, many

| imply hung out to
et the status

onet had an extensive prac-
the Bay Area and was also
d with many nonprofit or-
izations.

‘Maisonet is survived by his

were h aturday,

st 24 at Arlington National
metery in Washington D.C.
viaisonet requested that memori-
ntributions be sent to the

es



" Kirsten Elstner for The New York Times

A Mile of Memories, and Heartache, on the Mall < ~//- 9¢

The 9-year-old AIDS Memorial Quilt, with 37,000 panels made by relatives, lovers and friends of those who died from the disease — stretching
nearly a mile on the Washington Mall — is the centerpiece of dozens of weekend events intended to focus attention on the epidemic.







A memorial service will be held for William N. Mietzner
who died on December 23, 1997 of complications due
to AIDS. He was 60 years old.

A former resident of the Bedford, Mr. Mietzner was an
art teacher at Bedford High School for fourteen years.
He graduated from Massachusetts College of Art where
he received the Rachel Whittier Award for Outstanding
Student in the Art Education Department. He received
his degree for Master of the Fine Arts in Art Education
from Boston University. For many years he also taught
art-related courses through the Bedford Adult Education
Program.While teaching he opened Arts and Flowers,

a successful flower shop in Bedford. In 1981 he retired
from teaching to devote his efforts to the flower shop.
He was very active in the Massachusetts Telaflora
Organization, serving as president. In 1986 he moved to
Boston’s South End. Two years later he opened Florette
on Dartmouth Street where he established a reputation
as a true neighborhood florist. Many will remember his

wonderful papier maché decorations in front of his store.

He was the loving father of two daughters, Heidi Drake

WILLIAM N. M IE TZ NE R ; of Bedford, and Lori Pilla of Westford: and grandfather to

Holly Drake, Scott William Drake and Stacey Pilla. He is

A memorial service will be held at also survived by his brother Walter Mietzner of Billerica,
Arlington Street Church, 351 Boyleston Street, Boston his sister Doris Giberson of Greensboro, North Carolina,
on Saturday, January 31 at 4:00 pm. and his life partner David Schumann of Boston. ~
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