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Richard Rouilard, former Advocate editor

as”

by Bruce Mirken
Special to Bay Windows

If you have ever been in the presence of
genius, it makes an indelible impression.
And Richard Rouilard, who finally lost his
long battle with AIDS May 8, was a genius.

Back in the spring of 1991, when I'd
finally summoned the courage to quit my
day job and
write full time,
I was lucky
enough to land
a part-time job
at The Advo-
: cate, the na-
tional gay and lesbian newsmagazine where
Rouilard had taken over as editor-in-chief
about eight months before. I was a glorified
gopher for the most part, assisting news
features editor Luther Whitington (sadly,
also gone) with mundane tasks like filing.

But I also got to write a number of stories
for the magazine, sit in on editorial meet-

notebook

ings and watch this mad genius — “Citizen
Rouilard” some called him — at work.
What Rouilard did at The Advocate was
nothing short of amazing — and no doubt
will never be adequately acknowledged by
the cretins now running what is left of that

Not that Richard Rouilard was easy to

spread of HIV in the Third World and
among U.S. drug injectors to the hypocrisy
of the Pentagon’s closeted gay spokesman
defending the military’s ban on gay sol-
diers. In only a year he transformed The
Advocate from a nothing into a significant

et along with: To call

his temperment “difficult” is to put it gently. He raged in edito-
rial meetings, stormed through the hallways of the magazine’s
Hollywood Boulevard offices and could be absolutely merci-
less with those he felt weren’t living up to his standards.

magazine. He took a lightweight, little-
regarded publication and turned it into some-
thing vital and often electri fying, achieving
national prominence in the process.
Under his rule The Advocate delved into
difficult and complex issues that nobody
else was touching — from the appalling

national force. If anyone else in magazine
publishing can claim a comparable achieve-
ment, I'm not aware of it.

Notthat Richard Rouilard was easy to get
along with: To call his temperment “‘diffi-
cult” is to put it gently. He raged in editorial
meetings, stormed through the hallways of

the magazine’s Hollywood Boulevard of-
fices and could be absolutely merciless
with those he felt weren’t living up to his
standards. He had an ego the size of a
planet, sometimes making the “Citizen
Rouilard” tag seem dead-on accurate. But
he brought something magic to the place —
asense of purpose, an energy, an electricity
that almost literally crackled through the
air. -

It was perhaps inevitable that it wouldn’t
last. Rouilard was simply too good and too
independent for the mediocrities that so
often call the shots in publishing. After less
than three years he was politely but firmly
shown the door, and The Advocate began a
long, slow decline, gradually turning into
the bland, celebrity-driven, glossy mess
that his successors publish today.

But for one brief, shining moment, Rich-
ard Rouilard made magic —and showed one
nervous new writer a glimpse of what is
possible when someone gives a damn. W
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