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n the early moming of Jun 4,

I Kalpesh Oza passed away in the

Taronto home he shared with his -
chosen family, He was 34. . ¢

Exactly 11 vears before, on Jun 4,
1584, Kalpesh moved 1o Canada
from India where he had lived,”
loved and studied in his hometown
— Ahmedabad. A student in micro-"
biclogy at the University of Windsor, |

" he discovered his sponsoring profes- ©
sor was using his skills for the
professer's own caseer. In 1985
he transfermed 1o MoGifl,

T “When | came to Montreal in 1985, |
hiad a fantastic change. | caime gut =
of the daset openly living s a gay™ |
man. Freedom fo its fullest was © 1
experienced for the first time. This:
was what 1 thought then, | was
ignorant in thinking in temms of ]
"freedom 1o its fullest,’ not realizing
thal oppression was continuaus. © |
Heterosexist, male dominated |
society mediated subtle bul strong
oppression. Life, anyway, had cer-
tainky become colourful, beautiful,
worth living.” (From Sep 25, 1988.)

Kalpash discovered he was HIV-pasitive ©
in March 1988, after realizing a doc-
for had wrongly reported a negative

- resyft from 1966 tests, He witnessed |
the death by AIDS of two lovers, Guy
inn 1987 and Chris in 1984, ot

A dedicated AIDS activist, Kalpesh
fully applied his scientific training,
creaftivity, commitment to ending
oppression in all forms, and passion

. far living, to the struggle for the
treatments, care and justice that all
peaphe with HIY need to extend
their fives and live with dignity and
self-respect. He believed that lead-
ership in an AIDS movement for
social change needs to come from
an organized, politicized force of

0 . people with HIY and AIDS. -

_ Kalpesh loved a joke, a flip on his roller
biades, a leap out of 2n airplane, He
delighted in writing shart staries, oral
histories, community theatre, explor-
ing languages, performance, singing,
dancing and music. -~ °

* His confributions reach far within and
beyond the AIDS movement. Some
of the groups hie contributed to
include the Scientific Review Com-
mittee of the Canadian HIV Trials ~ ©°
Nebwork, Act Up Montreal, the
Comité des personnes atteintes du
VIH (CPAVIH), AIDS Action Now's

_ Treatment Access And Research i

* Committee, Community AIDS Treat-

- ment Infemation Exchange, Cana-
dian AIDS Society, Ontario AIDS
Metwork, Aliance For Sputh Asian
AIDS Frevention, People Living With . -
AIDS Foundation, Desh Pardesh,
CKUT, CKLM and Maontreal Serai,

Al the time of his death, Kalpesh was
on disahility from the Imemunclogy
Department at the Hospital for Sick
Children, He is deeply missed by his
friends. We live and work on in the
warm shadow of his enormous spint,

A mesmoral will be held at 3pm on Sat, "

Jul 22 at The 519/ Cawthra Part.”
— Punam Hhesla and Dalejie




