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Apri) 22, 1994

Mr, Gilbert Daye

Depariment of Canadian Heritage
5281 Duke St.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3M1

Dear Gilbert:

The Neva Scotia Persons with AIDS Coalition has been consulting with AIDS Nova Scotia,
the Black Artist Network of Nova Scetia and the lrondale Ensemble project to develop an
AIDS show that is culturally sensitive to the needs of the: African Nova Scotian community.

In 1892, the Association of Black Social Workers, the N.S Department of Health and the
Nalifax Housing Authority sponsored a praject titled Project Hope/AIDS Outreach. The
objective of the project was to provide information and education to the African Nova Scotian
community on HIV/AIDS. The target group was African Nova Scotian youh at the junior high
schoo) level. Through the usc of theater, the young people were actively involved in learning
about the issues regarding DIV and AIDS and developed a thenter piece that raised the
consciousness and awarencss of youth, parents and seniors regarding this issue. Duc to a lack
of funding, " Black teens against AIDS " (the name of the theawer group) was unable to
continue their initiatives,

We see the lrondale Ensemble project initiative as a very positive step in helping to cducale the
Afvican Nova Scotian community on 13IV/AIDS in a way thai is creative and participatory. The
idea of popular theatre hes already been introduced to students at the junior high school leve!
through B.T.A.A., but we nced to reach the people in our African Nova Scotian communities.
We see the goals of the Jrondale Ensemble proposal doing just ihat, In our opinion, “theater as
education and community expression” as antlined in the ondale Ensemble project proposal
will be an excellent way to stimulate discussion and wnalyzz the issue of IIV/AIDS in the
African Nova Scotian community.

We sincerely hope that you take these facions inte consideration when making your decision (o

fund this project. Jf you have any questions, please don't hesitate: to comact Deena Nosewaorthy
at tha N1OC DWW A Afficec
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Youys f ruly,
¥ 7/ )PJ(/L&LA

’ l(m ernard

Corfimunity AIDS Educator

Black Outreach Project



