'NEWS BRIEFS

‘The B.C. Council of Human Rights ruled in October that AIDS is a
physical disability. The ruling also proclaimed that people who test
HIV positive, those perceived as belonging to an AIDS-affected
group, and those who associate with people living with AIDS, ARC
or HIV infection are all covered by human rights protection. In a
province where there is no sexual orientation protection and where
quarantine legislation was passed last year this is an important step for-
ward. The decision arose from a case launched by Peter Biggs and his
roommate after they were evicted from a West End Vancouver apart-
ment in 1986. While they did not win their case, because the chair of the
tribunal found there was not sufficient evidence to prove AIDS dis-
crimination, it did provide the occasion for this ruling. This precedent
setting case may affect other human rights cases across the country.
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A week after the University of British Columbia (UBC) board of
governors decided that the Gay Games and Celebration ‘90 (Gay
Games 111 and a simultaneous lesbian/gay cultural festival) were not
to be allowed to use UBC facilities, the board apparently reversed its
decision. The Gay Games organizers are claiming victory. Following
the decision to deny the use of the facilities and residences to Celebra-
tion ‘90 there was a storm of controversy on the campus. On October
11, Svend Robinson (an honorary director of Celebration ‘90) and direc-
tors Ken Smith and Betty Baxter met with the UBC board. Following
this meeting the board agreed to continue discussions with the or-
ganizers and it appears likely that gmmg to rent the requested
facilities will be granted.
R
After months of planning and after overcoming the many obstacles
of the Socred government, B.C.'s first free-standing abortion clinic
opened on November 4th. The clinic is located in a residential east-
end neighbourhood in Vancouver. While hundreds of anti-choice
people protested the opening outside, NDP MP Margaret Mitchell gave
a speech inside the clinic supporting women’s right to choose. The next
day hundreds of pro-choice activists marched through the rainy
streets of Vancouver to show their support for the clinic.
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The Office of the Vice-President in charge of Research for the Univer-
sity of Toronto (U. of T.) has replied to an AIDS ACTION NOW! com-
plaint about the double-blind placebo trials for aerosolized pen-
tamidine (AP) which are underway at the university. AANI says the
trials are unethical, The response from Prof. .F. Keffer defends the
trials, stating that “Such tests are standard for most drug trials, in-
cluding those involving a number of life-threatening diseases.” The
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Black PLWAs poorly served by
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TORONTO -In Canada AIDS is
not thought of as a Black disease.
At a forum on AIDS and the Black

., Community held in Torontoduring

AIDS Awareness Week, panelist
and pediatrician Clyde Cave said
that the issues AIDS raises for the
Black community in Toronto are
“conveniently ignored” because
the number of Black people who
are HIV positive is low. The situ-
ation throughout the rest of the

. world is significantly different.

In the global context, Cave said,
the majority of people with AIDS or
who are HIV positive are Black.
Figures show that the epidemic is
most severe in the Caribbean, par-
ticularly in countries that rely on
tourism as an economic mainstay.
While Canada has about 75 cases of
AIDS per million of the population,
Bahamas has 1070 cases. But while
theactual per capita figures in coun-
tries  with predominantly white
populations are lower than thosein
Black countries, the funds available
in the former are considerably
greater.

Doug Stewart, an AIDS support
worker with the AIDS Committee
of Toronto said that because AIDS
is not recognized as a con-cern of
the Black community, existing serv-
ices do not adequately meet the
needs of Black people in the city
who are HIV positive. It's also the
case that Black people who need
AIDS services may not know about
existing services or may not feel
they can take access of them. He
says that many of the Black people
he sees in his work are coping be-
hind closed doors. Aslongas AIDS
is perceived asa “nasty whiteman’s
disease” it’s hard for Black people
to admit they are being affected.

A member of the Black Coalition
for AIDS Preventionspokefrom the
audienceto say thatagencies in the
community are afraid even to look
for funding to bring AIDS into their
programs. Stewart added that an
effective response to AIDS has to
come from all kinds of agencies,
from all parts of the community.
He said part of the problem in or-

Doug Stewart of ACT says Black PWAs cope behind closed doors.

ganizing this broad responseis a
reluctance to cross ethnic barriers
within the Black community. He
also stressed the importance of not
isolating certain groups within the
community like Black gay men: “If
we are going to deal with this issue
we haveto work on feelings of fear”
that are limiting action.

Many people spoke of the lim-
ited effectiveness of existing educa-
tional materials in reaching
the Black community, particularly
those produced by the province.
Cammile Orridge is the director of
patient services for Home Care, a
Toronto nursing agency. She says
she was surprised to hear her teen-
age children’s views on AIDS. Be-
cause they aren’t white, they aren’t
gay and they don’t use drugs they
figured, based on what they had
seen and heard in the media and at
school, that AIDS wasn’t their con-
cern. Orridge stressed the need for
people to do AIDS education in
their homes and in familiar places
in the Black community. Youth
worker Tony King reiterated
Orridge’s points,adding that there’s
no time to wait for someone else to
do AIDS education work for the
community.

After Orridge talked to her own
kids about AIDS, they suggested
she hang out with them at the Twi-
light Zone, a popular club, where
shecould talk to otheryoung people
as well. With this suggestion they
identified the kind of community-
based, popular approach that has
been effective in the gay commu-
nity for spreading the messageabout
HIV and its transmission and about
safer sex and drug use. The task
now at hand is to get people talk-
ing about AIDS, about sexand about
sexuality. On top of all the other
issues the Black community has to
deal with — racism, apartheid, sex-
ism and homophobia — AIDS can
seem like one thing too many. But,
as Doug Stewart said, it’s crucial to
act before the statistics change, be-
fore the effect of AIDS on the Black
community becomes undeniable.

Organizers of the forum, the
AIDS Committee of Toronto and
the Black Coalition Against AIDS,
hope that the event will be the first
in a series of efforts to initiate dis-
cussion about AIDS in the Black
community. ;

Mary Louise Adams

Sex maligned in Yukon

WHITEHORSE—The  Yukon
government recently issued a
pamphlet entitled “AIDS Informa-
tion for Yukoners.” This pamphlet,
like many of the AIDS information
attempts made outside the gay
community, takes an anti-sex posi-
tion and includes information that
can be very dangerous. It also
worksto make gays and lesbiansin-
visiblein the Yukon. At least oneac-
tivist has written to the Yukon
government and suggested chan-
ges that would make the pamphlet
much better in reaching the people
who need it most.

The pamphlet starts off with an
introduction that says: “When we
first began to hear about AIDS, it
was thought that only people of so
called ‘high risk’ groups such as
drug users and homosexuals could
contract the disease. But today, be-
cause of the way the virus is spread,
we know that you or someone you
care about could get AIDS.” The
problem with this statement is its

failure to reach out to gay men and
instead, only to those people who
are not in the “so called high risk
groups.” In addition, it talks about
“homosexuals” when it means gay
men and it talks about “drug users”
when it means intravenous drug
users.

When talking about how we can
protect ourselves, the pamphlet
states that “sexual activities that in-
clude the mouth or anus are
dangerous.” What about the

vagina? Not mentioning vaginal
sex might easily lead women to

think that there is little or no risk
from it. The pamphlet comes back
to this in the conclusion when it
says that “unplanned sexual ac-
tivities” are “Dangerous if they in-
clude unsafe practices, such as anal
sex or unprotected sex.” Aside from
the fact that the Canadian AIDS
Society has removed oral sex from
its high risk category (see Rites last
‘issue), this implies that anal sex is
always dangerous. Mention of con-

doms is done only in a very grudg-
ing manner and even then is only
suggested “if you are not sureabout
your sexual partner.” There is no
mention of the safe record of
mutual masturbation or other
forms of sex that do not include
penetration. In addition, people are
offered the choice of no sex as their
first option in avoiding AIDS. The
second option offered is “to have
only one sexual partner.” This is the
most dangerous part—as we all
know, one sexual partner can be un-
safe if you don't practice safe sex
and your partner is HIV positive.
We can only hope that the
Yukon government will attempt to
get advice from the gay community
before they reissue this pamphlet so
that they will be able to issue one
that is be more relevant to the lives
of the people that they need to
serve.
Patrick Barnholden
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