L
AIDS group
rips red tape

AIDS activists wrapped
themselves in red tape at
Nathan Phillips Square
yesterday to protest
government bureaucracy.

Most belonged to AIDS
Action Now! — a Toronto
group seeking greater
access to treatment for

le with AIDS.

’ any demonstrators
were also taking part in a
weekend meeting of AIDS
caregivers being held in
the council chamber.
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MD urges act:on
on AIDS drugs

Special to The Globe and Mail

TORONTO — Ontario Health Min- *
ister Evelyn Gigantes is not acting
quickly enough on recommendations
that AIDS drugs be made’easier to
obtain, says the co-chairman of the
Toronto HIV Primary Care Physi-
cians Group. _

Philip Berger said the ministry has
igno recommendations by the
AIDS Advisory Committee to recog-
nize the “urgent need” for two drugs
to be put on the Ontario Drug Bene-
fits Plan formulary. '

Drugs not on the formulary are
made difficult to obtain by compli-

cated paperwork, Dr. Berger said.
i|  Ms. Gigantes said AIDS drugs are
| more experimental than other drugs

on the formulary because special
" conditions have been made by the
ministry.
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