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THE DIFF]&R] NCE SUI‘I‘RAGD HAS
MADE .

I'l‘ was a favourite -statement Jof the Auiti- Suﬁ‘mgxst,s
before ‘-we had really won our battle, but as soon s
the outcome of it had become a certainty, that Votes for
Women ‘would make no difference.” This was the leit-
motif of L.ord Bryce’s anti-suffrage speech in the House
of Lords in I)cccm‘bcr,. 1917.. We, however, who had

‘been, suffrage workers for many years, knew that even
hefore a single woman had voted, the certainty that some
millions of women wou]d presently become voters made
a great and instantahgous difference in the outlook on

/% question. When the Represen-
tation of the l‘coplc Bill was still before the House of
Commons, the \\’omcns Suffiage clauses having been

agrecd to by immense majorities, made up of majorities
of every party into which the House .was divided, we felt
the ground so solid beneath our feet that we pressed

vigorously for an important improvément in the Bill,

- namely, the application to the Municipal voter of the same

principle which had already been accepted by the House
in regard to the Parliamentary voter, that the wife of
& houscholder sif8uld. be placed upon the register exactly
as if she had Been a householder in her own right. The

. Government at fir5t refused to sanction this extension

of the principle which they had themselves adopted
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in regard to the more important franchise. -But the
women continued to press their claim, and there were
vigorous protests in-our favour in all parts of the House
of Commons. The debate being adjourned, we used the
interval before its resumption to Bombard the minister
in charge of the Bill with letters, telegrams, and memorials
in favour of giving the wife of a householder the same
“claim to the Municipal franchise as she already enjoyed
as,regards the Parliamentary franchise.. We won easily’;
the Government withdrew its opposition, and the clause
©as amended: was aceepted without a division, ‘Thus,
without the existence of a single woman voter, but

* simply on the strength of her coming into existence
in the next few months. the number of women on the

- municipal registers of . Great Britain and Ireland was
increased from about one million to over eight-and-a-half

,

millions. Still, Lord Bryceand other Anti-Suffragists went .
.on singing tl;ir old ‘song that Suffrage made no difference. °

Anotherffvidence of the difference Suffrage had made
even hefore any women had voted was the quiet removal

of the grille in front of the Ladies’ Gallery. The un-

fortunate women. who sat behind it had been assured hy.
successive First Commissioners of YWorks that it existed
entively for the comfort and convenience of its victims.
It was, however, obviously a symbol of whmen's political
subordination, snd was quictly removed in anticipation
.of the certain end of this subordination as sooff as the
Reform Bill was through in the Commons. At the same
time women were given the right to seats in the Strangers’
Gnllery.‘>‘art of the grille, I understand, is to be put,
up in the,

wherever it is kept, a few waxwork dummies will be

placed behind it, so that its original use and’intention

can be appreciated by future generations. )

*  When the Répresentation of the People Act was
- beforé the House of Lords, a further improvement was

made in it from the women’s point of view in regard to

the woman Uliiversity voter.’
’ 2
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.ondon Museum, and part is reserved among
the curiosities of the Fouse itself. 1t may be hoped that

The Commons had adopted
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without amendment the recommendation of lhe'Spéak t's

.fez:if:;en:!c that women members of Universitie, shoyld
e :eﬂ University franchise,- but this left out
oot tIed“;omcn who had studied in Oxford and
G tﬁ;a’t‘ ztl*\x \'ad reccived the Vive-Chancellor's cer-
hae epbat ! ::ly had  passeds examinations which would
" ed them to d_cgrees if they had been men.
n amendment moved in the House of Lords was
ncjccptcd which placed these women in the same pOSiliUl‘l
. ;ls regards  the University franchise as if they had
been members of the University. This has greatly
strengthened the women’s case for membership of %)xfor?i
and Cambridge, and both ancient - Universitics have

shown their appreciation of the new situation by ap- ..

1)():1.1t{xlg se'l‘xdicntes to -examine into .aud report on the
:‘u bject.  ‘There are strong hopes. that the refusal to
'u::m;:n of lt;le pgsxtlon and privileges of membership of
ie two older Universities will i 3
Mo o will in a few months be

ment to inquire intg and report upon th i
?‘t\mtwn of Oxford and Cambl;id"ge n[:::i theii'cf;::it::mta;
rovernment assistance has been appointed, with two
‘ladu:s upon ltA: Miss Peurose,.of Somerville- Colle e
Oxford, and M iss Clough, of Newnham College,Camhridgc‘
Some years ago, before the war, I' remember a 'debategil;
the House of Lords on the subject of the desirabilit
?f the. appointment of a. new University Commissiony
in which not one word was said by any noble lord t;
::l:‘;v thx}t he was aware that there were any WOHIC:I ‘
,;'l;]é::]nt;: ll:;e(:ic‘g::d and Cglnhndge. Times have changed
A comparison of the legislative harve }1 ions
ha\'.nig special reference to%hc welfare, stsx:t:s 3: ff)h?:
tunities of woitien in the fiftcen years from 1900 to llsl;u
and the less than two years between February,|1918, zlll(i
November, 1919, reduces to an arithmetical | certainty
the fallacy that the vote makes no difference. The year)s"
of the War are purposely omitted, because dorﬁestic

.

: .le'ghislatioi\ was so ‘Very largely suspended during that
. 8 ’ N

A Commission appointed by the Govern--
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interval that it scems unfair to add them. If they were

‘added, they would obyiously; however, only add to the
strength of my argument. ‘L'aking, -then, the period

- hetween 1900 and 1914, we find only, two measures of
fiest-rate importance which were aimed at improving the

welfare, status, and opportunities of worrich : these were

the Midwives Act of 1902 and the Qualifieation of

Women (County and: Borough -Councils) Act, 1907..

This last was followed by what may be called conse-

quential Acts, on similar but not identical lines, for

Scotland (¥907), Ircland (1911), and in 1914 by another

Act creating for men and women alike & residential, as

distinct from a ratepaylers’, qualification. ’

A few words on t!t'l\b,ove‘nmned Acts are called for.

" ‘The case for legislation 4 enstre the proper. training of

midwives for their calling was overwhelmingly strong. -

It was galéulated that in 70 per cent. of the births in
Great- Britain the women were attended by midwives.
No provision whatever was made by Pacliament to secure
that they had had =« proper training ; maternal deaths were
unnecessarily high, apd in some districts alarmingly. so,
especially from piierperal fever. The'case for legislation

was, therefore, overwhelming, and especially so in that the -

subject was free from all possibility of Party bias. But it
took a considerable group of very able women twelve ycats’

hard and incessant work to get this obviously desirable Act

on the Statute Book. There was a gertain amount of opposi-
tion to it from male doctorsnot occupyingvery distinguished
positions who were nervous of anything which improved
the status_and professional position of ‘the midwife.
Nearly all ‘members of Parliament had some such men
among their constituents, and this was one of the’ diffi-
culties which the group of those who were working for
the Act had to overcome. The opposition to thie Bill
* was represented by voters; the main body of those who

" were keenly in favour of the Bill were non-voters; how- - -
ever, at last the Bill became an Act; but it Was not.

without . notoriously weak places in its constitatin—
places which the promoters of the Bill were well aware
s R .
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of, but were afraid to attempt to. amend on account- of
the risk of arousing successful Parliamentary opposition.
Amaong these weak’ places' was the non-provision of any

source from which the fees of 8 medical practitioner could

be provided in the event of the midwife finding it neces-
sary to seek his aid; there was also no provision made
for finding travelling expenses for the Central Midwife’s
Board. No amending Act was passed until women had
become voters. ‘ : .
The Qualification of \Women (County and Borough
Councils) Act, 1907, removed the disqualification formerly
, attached to sex and marriage, and rendered eligible
on county and borough councils wives living with their -
husbands and daughters living with their parents. - ft.was
passed during the brief Premiership of Sir Henry Camp-

announced in the King's Speech st the operiing of Parlia-
ment in that year. Tt was the first time in the 700 years

bell-Bannerman in 1907, thc‘\nstsary legislation being |

civil liberties of women had ever occupied such a position.

* 'F'he Act referred to above, though non-contentious in the

Party sense, required fourteen years’ .very strenuous work

from an exceptionally able socfety, coimbined with the

fortunate accident of the reign of an open-minded Prime
Minister, ‘to obtain the acceptance of Parliament.

Now we pass to the very different harvest reaped in
the twenty-three months from February, 1918, to Decem-
ber, 1919, after the passing of- the Representation of the

“People Act. In every one of thé cases about to be
quoted the necessary legislation went through both Houses
quickly and quietly, without the wearing, exhausting work
which had' absorbed so many capable women-in the days
when we could not count a single vote between us.

After the passing of the Representation of the People -,

Act, which made women voters, there passed through
Parliament rapidly and casily :— ’
1918.. The Kligibility of Women Act, which rendered

the election of women as Members of Parliament a pos- ~
sibility, The Bill passed almost without opposition,
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" through both Houses. But it did not, become law until
about three'weeks before the General Election. The
time for the selection of constituencies and forthe neces-.
sary prepl\rAthll was all too short. Nevertheless, there
were se\'entécn women candxdates, or\ of whom, the
Countess Mmklcvmu, was electéd in Du lin, but has not
taken her s j On November 28th, 19 , Lady Astor -
was returned for Plymouth by a very laxge fnajority. She
won by a mdjority of more than five thousakd, and polled
more than ope thousand votes over both the other candi-
dates combined. It is understood that the naval and
" military absent voters very ma‘ermlly increased her
majority. All this is very encouraging. TLady Astor has
" a great position, and women look to her with mmgled
pride and high expectation.
1918. Affiliation Orders (umcme of maximum pay-

ment) Act amends the Bastardy Laws Amendment Act of !

1872, which fixel 55. a week as the maximum sum which

- a father could be made to pay for the maintenance of an -

illegitimate cluld and increased this sum to 10s. a eek.
i 1918, Midwives A mending” Act removes or patches up
. some of the weuk places in the Act of 1902; it provxdes
for the payment of a medical practitioner if called in, and
" for other necessary expenses connected with the adminis-
tration of thg Act. ‘T'be Minister in charge of the Bill,
Mr. Hayes Iisher, now Lord Downham, said in the
‘House: *\We nll ¥ to attract to this great profession
. high class of nidwives ... we want them more in
\ number ... and we want to improve .them in status.”
Nothing of this sort had ever been heard from the Govern-
ment Bench before women had votes.
1919. Sex Disqualification Removal At‘t "This Aect
goes some of the way, but not the wholé way, towards
the fulfilment of the pledge glven by the Government in
*1918 to remove all inequalities in the law between men
and women.- The much more thorough-going BiH, intro-
duced by the Labour Party in the same Session, passed
through all its stages in the House of Commons notwith-
- standing” Government opposition, but was torpedoed in
6
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the House of Lords, and the Government Bill substituted.

‘This Bill, the weakest part of which is its failure to give

women the right of entry into the Civil Service, as recom-- -
- mended by the Roysl Commission of 1918, nevertheless

contains important provisions in the direction of equality.
It renders women capabl€/of serving’ oni juries, of being
appointed Justices of the ‘Peace, of entering the legal

profession, and it removes all doubt as to the powers of °

Oxford and Cambridge to admit women to membership.
1919.. Mothers' Succession (Scotlandy Act establishes
for the first time in Scotland the right of a mother to
succeed to the estate of an intestate child.
1919, Nurses' Registration Bill was adopted as a
Government measure.
d been: working for registration for thiity-two years.
The Bill was taken up by the Ministry of Hgalth, and
was carried into law within elghteen months o women's
enfranchisement. -
If our readers will compare }}t“o Acts pad

sed in twenty-¥iree
months, conviction must be carried/ to every open mind

that Suffrage has made a difference. The asbonishing

_thing is that any one with an ounce of political experlence ‘

should ev ex have doubted it.

. MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT.

" P'rained nurses, without the vote, .
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