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PART I : 1791 - 1 8 9 0 ' s 

As the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l was planned b e f o r e i t was b u i l t , and as the 

major p r i n c i p l e s o f t h i s p l a n have been adhered to through more than a 

c e n t u r y and a h a l f , Washington i s unique among c a p i t a l c i t i e s , and 

the h i s t o r y o f t h i s p l a n and i t s e v o l u t i o n must be o f i n t e r e s t to the 

Nat i o n . 

Immediately a f t e r the f o r m a t i o n of the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l P a r k s and 

P l a n n i n g Commission i n 1926, a s t u d y o f the L ' E n f a n t correspondence 

and r e p o r t s was u n d e r t a k e n , so t h a t the Commission might be f u l l y 

a d v i s e d of the i d e a s which a c t u a t e d him i n making h i s d e s i g n and the 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s which had been made i n those i d e a s , o r which sh o u l d be 

made i n o r d e r t o meet the changed c o n d i t i o n s o f a growing c i t y . The 

g e n e s i s o f the L ' E n f a n t p l a n had been reviewed by the McMillan Commission 

i n 1901 and t h a t Commission had been s u f f i c i e n t l y great-minded to 

acknowledge the m e r i t s o f the L ' E n f a n t p l a n and t o base i t s recommenda­

t i o n s upon h i s w o r k . I / 

However, the McMillan Commission was c h i e f l y concerned about b e a u t i f i c a -

t i o n o f the c i t y , the development o f the park s y s t e m , and the adequate 

t r e a t m e n t and development of the F e d e r a l p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s . I t was the 

duty of the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l P a r k s and P l a n n i n g Commission, under the 

law i n s t i t u t i n g i t , t o i n c l u d e in i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n a l l the elements of 

c i t y p l a n n i n g , i n c l u d i n g such p u r e l y u t i l i t a r i a n q u e s t i o n s as t r a f f i c , 

w a t e r s u p p l y , sewage, and housing.z! 

Immediately on being a u t h o r i z e d by the Act of J u l y 16, 1790 to s e l e c t 

t he s i t e f o r the new F e d e r a l c i t y and t o proceed w i t h l a y i n g i t out and 

w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n of the p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , P r e s i d e n t Washington proceeded 

to f i n d an e x p e r t c i t y p l a n n e r to make the p l a n . For t h i s duty he 

s e l e c t e d Major C h a r l e s P i e r r e L ' E n f a n t , a French e n g i n e e r who had s e r v e d 

w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n d u r i n g the American R e v o l u t i o n . Major Andrew E l l i c o t t , 

a n o ther E n g i n e e r o f f i c e r and Geographer General of the U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

was a p p o i n t e d s u r v e y o r o f the new c a p i t a l , a p p a r e n t l y on the recommenda­

t i o n of Thomas J e f f e r s o n , then S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e i n Washington's 

C a b i n e t . W i t h i n 20 d a y s , Major L ' E n f a n t had a p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t and 

o u t l i n e p l a n ready to p r e s e n t . He worked on p e r f e c t i n g h i s p l a n as 

r a p i d l y as the s u r v e y o f the t e r r i t o r y p e r m i t t e d , and he s u b m i t t e d the 

f i n a l p l a n and r e p o r t t o Washington a t P h i l a d e l p h i a on August 2 7 , 1 7 9 1 . 

T h r e e months t h e r e a f t e r , an i n c i d e n t o c c u r r e d between L ' E n f a n t and 

t h r e e Commissioners a p p o i n t e d under the Act of 1790 t h a t may be c o n s i d e r e d 

the i n i t i a l c ause of h i s subsequent d i s m i s s a l a t the end o f F e b r u a r y 1792. 

The most unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f L ' E n f a n t ' s p l a n a r e i t s grand s c a l e 

and the f a c t t h a t i t was l a i d out so as t o u t i l i z e t o the f u l l e s t e x t e n t 

the n a t u r a l topography, as seen i n Map # 1 . 

— T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the C i t y o f Washington, An A b s t r a c t o f 1925 T r a n s i t 

S u r v e y , p. \k 

- E l i z a b e t h K i t e , L ' E n f a n t and Washington, p. 5 ^ , 1890 
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I t i s f e l t t h a t L ' E n f a n t ' s p l a n b e a r s g r e a t resemblance to t h a t o f 

V e r s a i 1 1 e s - - s i n e e he l i v e d t h e r e f o r many y e a r s - - w h e r e L o u i s XIV had 

attempted t o found a new c a p i t a 1.1/ 

Washington as i t was known then c o n s i s t e d o f e v e r y t h i n g below F l o r i d a 

Avenue, which was c o n s i d e r e d t o be the n o r t h e r n boundary of Washington, 

D. C. The land n o r t h o f F l o r i d a Avenue was known as Washington County, 

and i t was not u n t i l 1896 t h a t t he county became a p a r t o f Washington, 

D. C. 

At t h i s time and p r e c e d i n g the development o f L ' E n f a n t ' s p l a n , t h e r e 

was v e r y l i t t l e development n o r t h o f F l o r i d a Avenue. Most roads came 

through Georgetown, which a t t h a t time was not a p a r t o f Washington 

and was not so o f f i c i a l l y u n t i l F e b r u a r y 1 1 , 1895. A map o f the p e r i o d 

( s e e Map #1) shows Rock Creek Road, Roads t o B l a d e n s b u r g , Road to 

G r e a t F a l l s , Road to F r e d e r i c k Town, Road from Leesburg and Spout Run 

r o a d . 

T h i s was a l s o t he f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n o f the b o u n d a r i e s o f Washington, 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 10 s q u a r e m i l e s , showing c l e a r l y t he b o u n d a r i e s between 

Maryland and V i r g i n i a . During the 19th c e n t u r y , t h e r e were o t h e r 

developments such as s t r e e t s , s e w e r s , and the l i k e . 

In about the middle o f the 1 8 8 0 ' s , t h e r e was the O r g a n i c A c t o f I 8 7 8 , 
which c r e a t e d a Commission c o n s i s t i n g o f t h r e e p e r s o n s , i n c l u d i n g an 

o f f i c e r o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s Army Corps o f E n g i n e e r s , which s e t a 

g e n e r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p a t t e r n f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

T h e r e i s a l s o shown, on Map #2, f u r t h e r development above F l o r i d a 

Avenue. Up u n t i l t h i s t i m e , no s i g n i f i c a n t changes had t a k e n p l a c e i n 

Washington, D. C. T h e r e was l A t h S t r e e t E x t e n s i o n , P i n e y B r a n c h , 

P i e r c e M i l l Road, and some i n d i c a t i o n o f s t r e e t development i n Washington 

proper and Georgetown, Rock C r e e k , Church and Ridge Road. T h e r e were 

a l s o o t h e r s , such as Leesburg T u r n p i k e , Bladensburg T u r n p i k e , and 

Columbia T u r n p i k e . 

P a r a l l e l w i t h t h i s s t r e e t development, t h e r e was a p o p u l a t i o n growth 

development which s t a r t e d i n 1791 w i t h about 8,000 people and i n c r e a s e d 

to 200,000 i n 1925. 

As the p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d over the y e a r s , t h e r e was need f o r p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and i n 1862 the f i r s t s t r e e t c a r o p e r a t i o n i n Washington 

was i n a u g u r a t e d . I t was run over the l i n e s o f the C a p i t a l T r a c t i o n 

Company, which was f o r m e r l y o p e r a t e d by the Washington and Georgetown 

R a i l r o a d Company and Rock Creek R a i l w a y Company. 

In 1895, t h e C a p i t a l T r a c t i o n Company owned 318 c a r s which were i n 

a c t i v e s e r v i c e and a n o t h e r 331 c a r s o f which some were i n o p e r a t i n g 

c o n d i t i o n . The 318 c a r s i n a c t i v e s e r v i c e were a l l o f d o u b l e - t r a c k 

b o x - c a r t y p e , w i t h f u l l y e n c l o s e d p l a t f o r m s and s e a t i n g c a p a c i t i e s 

r a n g i n g from 38 t o h8 p a s s e n g e r s . i t / 

1/ I b i d , p. 96 

- I b i d , p. 20 
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P r i o r to 1895 ( i n 1893) , t h e r e were laws r e l a t i n g t o the system o f 

highways o u t s i d e the c i t i e s o f Washington and Georgetown. The Act o f 

March 2 , 1893 p r o v i d e d a permanent system of highways i n t h a t p o r t i o n 

of t h e D i s t r i c t o f Columbia o u t s i d e t h e c i t i e s o f Washington and 

Georgetown: 

"An A c t t o p r o v i d e permanent system o f highways i n t h a t p a r t 

of t h e D i s t r i c t o f Columbia l y i n g o u t s i d e o f the c i t i e s . 

Be i t e n a c t e d by the Senate and House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f America i n Congress a s s e m b l e d , t h a t t he 

Commissioners o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia a r e hereby a u t h o r i z e d 

and d i r e c t e d t o p r e p a r e a p l a n f o r the e x t e n s i o n o f a permanent 

system o f highways o v e r a l l t h a t p o r t i o n o f s a i d D i s t r i c t not 

i n c l u d e d w i t h i n t he l i m i t s o f the c i t i e s o f Washington and 

Georgetown. S a i d system s h a l l be made as n e a r l y i n c o n f o r m i t y 

w i t h the s t r e e t p l a n o f t h e c i t y o f Washington as the 

Commissioners may deem a d v i s a b l e and p r a c t i c a b l e . The highways 

p r o v i d e d i n such p l a n s s h a l l not i n any c a s e be l e s s than 

n i n e t y f e e t nor more than one hundred and s i x t y f e e t w i d e , 

e x c e p t i n c a s e o f e x i s t i n g h i g h w a y s , which may be e s t a b l i s h e d 

of any w i d t h not l e s s than one hundred and s i x t y f e e t i n w i d t h . " 

S e c t i o n 5 o f the Act s t a t e s t h a t : 

"The Commissioners o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia a r e a u t h o r i z e d to 

name a l l s t r e e t s , a v e n u e s , a l l e y s and r e s e r v a t i o n s l a i d out o r 

adopted under the p r o v i s i o n o f t h i s Act."JL' 

T h i s noted t h e b e g i n n i n g and development o f the s t r e e t system i n the 

a r e a s n o r t h o f F l o r i d a Avenue, as i n d i c a t e d on Map #3, and i t i s apparent 

why t h e r e i s s t i l l some i r r e g u l a r i t y i n the p a t t e r n i n the upper 

n o r t h w e s t and n o r t h e a s t a r e a s . 

D u ring t h i s p e r i o d , t h e r e was the t a s k o f renaming t h e s t r e e t s . In 1905, 
a newspaper r e p o r t e d : 

"The Commissioners today i s s u e d a l i s t o f names which have been 

t e n t a t i v e l y a d opted, s t a t i n g a t the same time t h a t t he system 

i n d i c a t e d i s i n a c c o r d w i t h o t h e r changes made i n the n o r t h w e s t 

and n o r t h e a s t s e c t i o n s o f the c i t y . T h i s new l i s t t a k e s i n a l l 

the p o r t i o n o f the D i s t r i c t bounded g e n e r a l l y by Rock Creek P a r k 

and the Z o o l o g i c a l P a r k on t h e w e s t , and North C a p i t o l s t r e e t on 

the e a s t , and i n c l u d e s many o u t l y i n g s u b d i v i s i o n s . A l l t h e names 

have been c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d by the Commissioners w i t h a v i e w to 

h a v i n g them conform t o the s y s t e m , but s u g g e s t i o n s f o r minor 

changes w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d , p r o v i d e d t h a t t h e names suggested 

conform t o t h e system adopted."—' 

— Permanent System o f Highways, Laws r e l a t i n g t o , O u t s i d e of the C i t i e s 

Washington and Georgetown, p. 3 , 1893 

—• Washington S t a r Newspaper, S t r e e t Name Changes, R a d i c a l A c t i o n 

Contemplated i n F u t u r e , August 1 , 1905 
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C a r r y i n g out t h e i r p l a n , t h e Commissioners s t a t e d t h a t the numbered 

s t r e e t s would c a r r y t h e i r t i t l e s n o r t h w a r d l y t o the D i s t r i c t l i n e , and 

the l e t t e r e d s t r e e t s , as f a r as the end o f t h e a l p h a b e t , would be 

extended i n t o t h e D i s t r i c t o u t s i d e o f t h e o l d c i t y l i m i t a t F l o r i d a 

Avenue. When the a l p h a b e t was e x h a u s t e d , names o f two s y l l a b l e s , 

a l p h a b e t i c a l l y a r r a n g e d , were to be g i v e n u n t i l t h e a l p h a b e t was a g a i n 

e x h a u s t e d , and then names o f t h r e e s y l l a b l e s would be used.Z^ 

T h i s s t r e e t naming system s t i l l s t a n d s t o d a y . The f o l l o w i n g i s from 

an o r d e r t h a t was g i v e n under a u t h o r i t y o f S e c t i o n 5 of t h e A c t approved 
March 2, 1893, to p r o v i d e a permanent system o f highways f o r the 

D i s t r i c t o f Columbia: 

"That t h e Commissioners o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia a r e 

a u t h o r i z e d t o name a l l s t r e e t s , a v e n u e s , a l l e y s and r e s e r v a ­

t i o n s l a i d out o r adopted under t he p r o v i s i o n s o f t h i s a c t . " 

Another o r d e r was i s s u e d , under a u t h o r i t y o f the f o l l o w i n g c l a u s e i n 

th e D i s t r i c t a p p r o p r i a t i o n a c t approved June 30, I 8 9 8 : " T h a t t h e 

Commissioners o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia s h a l l h e r e a f t e r have power 

and a u t h o r i t y t o change t h e name o f any s t r e e t , r o a d , a v e n u e , or o t h e r 

highway whenever any two o f such highways have t h e same name.".§/ 

The f o l l o w i n g system o f naming i s adopted f o r the highways i n 

the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia o u t s i d e o f the l i m i t s o f t h e c i t y o f 

Wash i ngton: 

North and south s t r e e t s w i l l be d e s i g n a t e d by numbers, the 

p r e s e n t c i t y s ystem being extended i n t o t h e c o u n t y . 

E a s t and west s t r e e t s w i l l be named a f t e r d i s t i n g u i s h e d A m e r i c a n s . 

/ T a k i n g E a s t C a p i t o l s t r e e t as a d i v i d i n g l i n e , and running 

n o r t h , names o f one s y l l a b l e w i l l be u s e d , a r r a n g e d i n a l p h a b e t i c a l 

o r d e r . Upon c o m p l e t i o n o f the o n e - s y l l a b l e s e r i e s , a t w o - s y l l a b l e 

s e r i e s w i l l b e g i n , and upon com p l e t i o n o f t h i s , a t h r e e - s y l l a b l e 

s e r i e s u n t i l t h e n o r t h e r n l i m i t o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia i s 

r e a c h e d . 

E a s t and west s t r e e t s i n the county south o f the l i n e o f E a s t 

C a p i t o l s t r e e t w i l l be named w i t h t h e l e t t e r s o f the a l p h a b e t . 

Upon c o m p l e t i o n o f t h i s , a s e r i e s o f o n e - s y l l a b l e names o f 

American c i t i e s o r prominent g e o g r a p h i c a l o b j e c t s , a r r a n g e d i n 

a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r , w i l l be s t a r t e d , and so o n , u n t i l t h e s o u t h e r n 

l i m i t o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia i s r e a c h e d . 

A minor o r p l a c e s t r e e t w i l l be d e s i g n a t e d a " p l a c e " and w i l l bear 

the number or i n i t i a l o f the n e a r e s t p a r a l l e l main s t r e e t between 

i t and the Capi t o l . 

The broad d i a g o n a l highways w i l l be d e s i g n a t e d avenues and w i l l 

be named a f t e r t h e S t a t e s and T e r r i t o r i e s o f the Union. 

2/ i b i d . 

8 / 
— E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e , Commissioners o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia, Washington, 

August 6, 1 9 0 1 . 
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Map # 3 Showing the O r i g i n a l Washington, D.C. 1862 



S t r e e t s w h i c h a r e i r r e g u l a r i n d i r e c t i o n , or c u r v e d to an 

a p p r e c i a b l e e x t e n t , w i l l be termed " r o a d s " and w i l l be named 

a f t e r some prominent l o c a l f e a t u r e i n t h e i r v i c i n i t y , o r o t h e r 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g d e s i g n a t i o n . 

A map w i l l be p r e p a r e d , showing the names o f highways adopted 

under t h i s o r d e r , w h i c h , when approved by the Commissioners 

of t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a , w i l l be recorded i n the o f f i c e 

o f t h e S u r v e y o r o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia. 

A l i s t w i l l a l s o be p r i n t e d , f o r g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n , showing 

the names o f highways as they now e x i s t and the new names 

adopted i n l i e u t h e r e o f under t h i s o r d e r . 

The new names s h a l l t a k e e f f e c t on the date the map above 

r e f e r r e d t o i s recorded i n the o f f i c e o f the S u r v e y o r o f the 

D i s t r i c t o f Columbia. 

P u b l i c highways were unknown a t the time the s u r v e y o r s were marking out 

the s t r e e t s o f Georgetown. R o l l i n g roads made by t o b a c c o , hogsheads, 

and b r i d l e paths used by pack h o r s e s were the c h i e f means o f communica-

/t'\on. The main road through t h e D i s t r i c t was t h a t known as the 

/ Georgetown-Bladensburg Road ( s e e Map # 2 ) , and from the e a r l i e s t time 

u n t i l steam came i n t o u s e , i t was an a r t e r y o f t r a v e l between the n o r t h 

and the s o u t h . Two s e c t i o n s o f the road s t i l l e x i s t , one i s F l o r i d a 

Avenue from the f o r d a t the p r e s e n t P S t r e e t b r i d g e t o 7 t h S t r e e t . From 

7 t h S t r e e t t he road trended t o t h e n o r t h e a s t and mounted the e n c i r c l i n g 

rim o f h i l l s . A s p u r ran t o the s o u t h , the c o u r s e o f which i s p r e s e r v e d 

i n p a r t i n the l i n e s o f the modern Bladensburg Road which comes t o the 

o r i g i n a l bounds o f the c i t y a t Maryland Avenue and 15th S t r e e t , N.E. 

In t h e e a r l y days i t passed on t o t h e s o u t h , p a r a l l e l i n g t h e E a s t e r n 

B r a n c h , t o the f e r r y a t the f o o t o f T4th S t r e e t , S . E. On the e a s t s i d e 

o f t h e E a s t e r n Branch was a l s o a road from Bladensburg t h a t l e d t o a 

p o i n t on the Potomac n e a r l y o p p o s i t e A l e x a n d r i a , where t h e r e was a f e r r y 

a t a v e r y e a r l y d a t e . I t c r o s s e d the Marlboro Road near the E a s t e r n 

Branch f e r r y . The w e s t e r n s e c t i o n o f t h e post road beyond Rock Creek 

passed through Georgetown t o near the f o o t of W i s c o n s i n Avenue. At t h a t 

time the s e c t i o n o f W i s c o n s i n Avenue south o f M S t r e e t was known as 

Water S t r e e t , and l e d t o the f e r r y a c r o s s the Potomac to the V i r g i n i a 

s h o r e , as shown on Map # 1 . W h i l e t h e post road c r o s s e d Rock Creek by 

a f o r d , y e t the r i s i n g importance of Georgetown was i n d i c a t e d by the 

e r e c t i o n o f a b r i d g e — t h e f i r s t i n the D i s t r i c t — o v e r the c r e e k about 

on the l i n e o f M S t r e e t two y e a r s b e f o r e the r e s i d e n c e b i l l became a 

law. From t h i s p o i n t , a road passed through the c i t y and by a f o r d i n 

the T i b e r Creek j u s t n o r t h o f the p r e s e n t s i t e o f the C a p i t o l to the 

E a s t e r n Branch which i n d i c a t e s i n a g e n e r a l way the c o u r s e of the o l d 

t h o r o u g h f a r e between Georgetown and the E a s t e r n Branch t h a t was wiped 

out by t h e c i t y p l a n . I t was p r o b a b l y a spur from t h i s road t h a t t r ended 

to t h e n o r t h and west o f the C a p i t o l s i t e , t hence to t h e e a s t o f 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s Avenue and 4 t h S t r e e t , N.W., and on the n o r t h , probably 

c o n n e c t i n g w i t h the Rock Creek Church Road. By means o f the Rock Creek 

- 8 -
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Church Road, the s o u t h e r n s e c t i o n o f w h i c h , ending a t the o r i g i n a l 

bounds o f the c i t y a t C o n n e c t i c u t Avenue and F l o r i d a Avenue, i s now 

known i n p a r t as Columbia Road, and the p o r t i o n e a s t of New Hampshire 

Avenue b e a r s the o l d name; the c o u r s e o f t r a v e l flowed n o r t h through 

Montgomery County t o R o c k v i l l e and s t i l l n o r t h to the B a l t i m o r e - F r e d e r i c k 

Road. In a d d i t i o n to the B l a d e n s b u r g , Marlboro and A l e x a n d r i a roads 

which c e n t e r e d i n Georgetown, t h e r e was a l s o a t h o r o u g h f a r e from t h a t 

p l a c e t o F r e d e r i c k , the s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n o f w h i ch i t i s supposed c o i n ­

c i d e s w i t h what came t o be c a l l e d t he R o c k v i l l e Road ( s e e Maps #1 and §2) 
I t i s a l s o c o n j e c t u r e d t h a t t h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e r o a d , i n the e a r l y 

y e a r s , f o l l o w e d more c l o s e l y the banks o f the Potomac and t h a t which 

i s known as W i s c o n s i n Avenue came i n t o use a t a l a t e r p e r i o d , perhaps 

about the time o f the War of the Revolution.2/ 

As a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r s t r e e t s c o n t i n u e d to be t h e l a r g e s t item i n the 

annual c i t y budget, t h e p o l i c y pursued can be t r a c e d not a l o n e i n the 

a c t s o f the C i t y C o u n c i l making a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , but 

a l s o i n the p r o v i s i o n s f o r the i n t e r e s t on the C i t y d e b t . By the 

o r d i n a n c e o f November 3 , 1814, $1,300 was voted t o pay i n t e r e s t c h a r g e s , 

and s i x y e a r s l a t e r t h i s item had grown t o $3,000, an i n c r e a s e i n s i x 

y e a r s i n the p r i n c i p a l o f the debt from $21,000 t o $50,000, a per c a p i t a 

indebtedness of $ 3 . 7 7 . — ^ 

The e a r l i e r method o f p r o v i d i n g f o r d e f i c i e n c i e s i n the c u r r e n t 

r e v e n u e s , a t f i r s t i n a n t i c i p a t i o n o f d e l a y t a x payments by means o f 

loans from b a n k s , was superseded i n 1818, when the e x i s t i n g debt was 

funded by an i s s u e o f c o r p o r a t i o n s t o c k , and f u t u r e demands were met 

by a f u r t h e r i s s u e . W h i l e the amount o f s t r e e t work i n c r e a s e d , i t s 

c h a r a c t e r remained unchanged. The improvements were completed when 

the l i n e o f the t h o r o u g h f a r e s was c l e a r e d and graded and the s u r f a c e 

in whole or i n p a r t covered w i t h g r a v e l . The f i r s t t h i r d o f the c e n t u r y 

passed b e f o r e any change was made, and then macadam was u s e d , but o n l y 

where Congress improved P e n n s y l v a n i a Avenue between the C a p i t o l and the 

P r e s i d e n t ' s house. No s i d e w a l k s o f b r i c k were l a i d e x c e p t by an a s s e s s ­

ment on the a b u t t i n g p r o p e r t y . W h i l e the m u n i c i p a l i t y was spending 

money on the s t r e e t s w i t h i n the c i t y , b r i d g e s and t u r n p i k e s were being 

p r o v i d e d by p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e t o make the c i t y a c c e s s i b l e from the 

s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y . A y e a r a f t e r the armed f o r c e o f the enemy l e f t the 

c i t y , t he t h r e e b r i d g e s t h a t had been d e s t r o y e d were r e p l a c e d . As the 

two b r i d g e s o v e r the E a s t e r n Branch had been burned by o r d e r o f the 

American m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s and not by the i n v a d e r s , t h e i r l o s s was 

regarded as a proper charge on the p u b l i c , and i n the S p r i n g o f 1815 

Congress passed b i l l s o f r e l i e f . S h o r t l y a f t e r t h e money became a v a i l a b l 

t h e A n a c o s t i a o r upper b r i d g e , owned by Dr. Thomas E w e l l , was ready f o r 

u s e . The E a s t e r n Branch or Lower B r i d g e was r e b u i l t d u r i n g 1815- At 

the n e x t s e s s i o n o f C o n g r e s s , the Washington B r i d g e Co. was reimbursed 

i n p a r t f o r t h e l o s s o f the Long B r i d g e , as i t was shown t h a t the 

2/ W. B. B r y a n , A H i s t o r y o f the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l , 1790-1814, pp. 61-63 

—
f

 I b i d . , p. 62 
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s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n had been s e t on f i r e by the American f o r c e s , w h i l e 

the match was a p p l i e d a t the o t h e r end by the B r i t i s h . The new 

s t r u c t u r e had h a r d l y come i n t o use when Congress was asked to a u t h o r i z e 

the Navy Y a r d B r i d g e Co. t o span w i t h a b r i d g e the E a s t e r n Branch a t 

the f o o t o f 11th S t r e e t east.11/ 

The s t a n d i n g o f the Chain B r i d g e as a d i v i d e n d e a r n e r was s e t f o r t h 

i n a memorial t o C o n g r e s s . The t o l l s r e c e i v e d had not a v e r a g e d , i t 

was s t a t e d , one per c e n t on the c a p i t a l o f $81,000, and the r e t u r n a t 

t h a t time was about 2-1/4 per c e n t . The company proposed, i f the 

p r i v i l e g e o f a l o t t e r y f o r the amount expended was g r a n t e d t o i t , to 

a s s i g n t he b r i d g e t o t h e l e v y c o u r t and make i t f r e e . I t was c l a i m e d 

the company had as much r i g h t t o such a p r i v i l e g e as the c o r p o r a t i o n 

o f Georgetown t h a t was then a s k i n g f o r a l o t t e r y i n o r d e r to e r e c t a 

f r e e b r i d g e a t or near t he T h r e e S i s t e r s . 1 2 / 

I t was not u n t i l 1829 t h a t t h e r e was a s e c u r e road d i r e c t l y c o n n e c t i n g 

t h e c i t y t o the n o r t h . Then one was b u i l t from t he head o f 7th S t r e e t 

to t h e D i s t r i c t l i n e , t h e r e s u l t o f y e a r s o f e f f o r t t h a t , however, f e l l 

s h o r t o f the o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e , which was to e x t e n d t he road t o R o c k v i l l e . 

By the y e a r 1830, a t a l l t h e p r i n c i p a l approaches t o the c i t y by road 

o r b r i d g e s , t h a t f a m i l i a r f i g u r e o f the p e r i o d , t he t o l 1 - g a t h e r e r , 

stopped the t r a v e l l e r and e x a c t e d a c h a r g e . I t was a t r i b u t e t h a t no 

doubt was c h e e r f u l l y p a i d by t h o s e who r e c a l l e d t h e c o n t r a s t between 

c o n d i t i o n s then and as they had been. For i t was s a i d when the 

W a s h i n g t o n - B a l t i m o r e road was n e a r l y c o m p l e t e d , t h a t the time o f t r a v e l 

between the two p l a c e s was reduced from 12 or 15 hours t o about s i x . 

The opening o f what came t o be c a l l e d the 7th S t r e e t p i k e was looked upon, 

no doubt, as a g r e a t p u b l i c b e n e f i t . For i f one w i s h e d t o go by a good 

road i n t o t h e c o u n t r y n o r t h o f the c i t y , the way was not l i m i t e d , as 

had been the c a s e , t o p a s s i n g through t h e s t r e e t s o f Georgetown and up 

the e v e r l a s t i n g h i l l s above i t . How long t h i s s a t i s f a c t i o n o v e r t he 

improvement i n the f a c i l i t i e s o f t r a v e l l a s t e d i s not f u l l y r e c o r d e d , 

but from t he s t y l e o f road b u i l d i n g t h a t was c a r r i e d out on the Georgetown 

and R o c k v i l l e P i k e i t does not seem pr o b a b l e i t c o u l d have l a s t e d any 

l e n g t h o f time u n l e s s t he companies spent y e a r l y a good deal o f money. 

The l i n e o f the Georgetown P i k e - - a n d i t i s probable t h e same p l a n was 

f o l l o w e d i n b u i l d i n g t h e o t h e r D i s t r i c t r o a d s — w a s made as s t r a i g h t as 

p o s s i b l e and the s u r f a c e l e v e l l e d and cove r e d w i t h g r a v e l a few i n c h e s 

t h i c k , a t a c o s t o f $2,500 per m i l e . l i i / 

— W. B. B r y a n , A H i s t o r y o f the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l , 1815-1878, p. 99 

— I b i d . , p. 100 

! _ / i b i d . 
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PART I I : 1900's - FUTURE 

The Washington Rapid T r a n s i t Company began s e r v i c e i n 1921 w i t h a motor 

bus l i n e from 14th and Buchanan S t r e e t s v i a 16th S t r e e t , to 8th and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Avenue, N.W. and t o Potomac P a r k . The equipment a t t h a t 

time c o n s i s t e d o f 46 b u s e s , 9 o f which were double deck. About f o u r 

y e a r s l a t e r , i n 1925, the motor v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n bureau o f the 

D i s t r i c t i s s u e d 98,000 motor v e h i c l e l i c e n s e s from J a n u a r y t o June o f 

t h a t y e a r . Of t h i s number, 72,482 were p r i v a t e c a r s , 553 were t a x i c a b s , 

85 were motor b u s e s , 10 ,631 were motor t r u c k s , and 80 were t r a c t o r s . 

A l s o , t h e r e were 59 s i g h t s e e i n g b u s e s , a g g r e g a t i n g an e s t i m a t e d 340 ,687 
s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y . The t o t a l s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y o f the s t r e e t r a i l w a y and 

bus companies aggregated 3 6 , 0 5 1 , which b r i n g s a grand t o t a l o f 376,738 . 
s e r v i n g 75 -9% o f the permanent p o p u l a t i o n o f the D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a . — 

At about t h i s time t h e r e was a l s o t he development of the P u b l i c S e r v i c e 

Commission, composed o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia Commissioners, which 

had complete j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r the p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s w i t h i n t he D i s t r i c t . 

In A p r i l 1925, o f f i c e r s o f the North American Company, which had 

s u b s t a n t i a l i n t e r e s t i n the p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s , met w i t h t he members o f 

the s t a f f o f the P u b l i c S e r v i c e Commission. T h e r e was an agreement 

whereby the North American Company o f f e r e d to have made a complete and 

thorough s t u d y o f the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s i t u a t i o n by McCellan 6 

J u n k e r s f e l d , I n c . A complete r e p o r t was done i n about f o u r months. 

Washington a t t h i s time was one o f the few l a r g e c i t i e s i n the c o u n t r y 

s e r v i c e by two t r a c t i o n systems — the Washington R a i l w a y £ E l e c t r i c Co. 

and the C a p i t a l T r a c t i o n Co., each o p e r a t e d an e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y s y s t e m . 

In a d d i t i o n , t he Washington Rapid T r a n s i t Co. o p e r a t e d an independent 

bus s y s t e m . — ' 

At about the e a r l y p a r t o f the 1900's, t h e r e began the development o f 

the Highway System. The Department of Highway's main i n t e r e s t o r concern 

was the p r o c e s s o f "Highway Development P l a n n i n g " , w i t h some concern 

w i t h adequate c o n n e c t i o n s t o the roadway systems o f a d j a c e n t a r e a s o f 

Maryland and V i r g i n i a . T h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d i n the Department through 

i t s Highway P l a n n i n g U n i t , o p e r a t e d i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h P u b l i c Roads 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I n 1924, t h e r e were two important l e g i s l a t i v e a c t s 

a f f e c t i n g D i s t r i c t Highways: 

1) Motor V e h i c l e Fuel T a x A c t , o f 2c per g a l l o n o f g a s o l i n e . 

( E x c l u s i v e l y f o r s t r e e t and road improvement) 

2) C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Act of 1923, which r e q u i r e d e v a l u a t i o n and 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f a l l s t a t u t o r y p o s i t i o n s by the F e d e r a l 

P e r s o n n e l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n B o a r d . I z / 

__ 
— T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the C i t y o f Washington, D.C. - An A b s t r a c t o f the 

1935 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S u r v e y , p. 2 0 , 1925 

— • * — • The Washington T r a f f i c S u r vey by McCellan & J u n k e r s f e l d , I n c . , 

p. 10, 1925 

- 14 -



Man # 6 Showing the growth p a t t e r n of Washington, D.C. and the 
surrounding v i c i n i t y 

- 15 -



The Highway System o f D.C. i n c l u d e s a l l s t r e e t s , b r i d g e s t r u c t u r e s , 

a l l e y s , and s i d e w a l k s , e x c e p t t h o s e c o n t r o l l e d by the F e d e r a l Government. 

T h i s has been i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the permanent Highway P l a n e s t a b l i s h e d 

by l a w , extended o r m o d i f i e d from time t o time by the D.C. Government 

as approved by the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l P a r k s and P l a n n i n g Commission. 

A look now a t the p r e s e n t and f u g u r e o f the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and highway 

system: 

" P l a n n i n g t o meet f u t u r e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r the 

Region s h o u l d p r o v i d e f o r a c o o r d i n a t e d system i n c l u d i n g both 

e f f i c i e n t highway and mass t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s , making f u l l use 

o f the advantages o f each mode o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Major 

t h o r o u g h f a r e s and r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s s h o u l d be l o c a t e d so 

t h a t they w i l l s u p p o rt the h i g h d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l and commer­

c i a l a r e a s planned f o r each s e c t i o n o f the R e g i o n , e s p e c i a l l y 

t he c e n t e r s o f new communities i n the r a d i a l development 

c o r r i d o r s . E v e r y e f f o r t s h o u l d be made to encourage the use 

o f p u b l i c t r a n s i t i n hours o f peak t r a f f i c loads e s p e c i a l l y 

f o r t r i p s t o and from Metro-Center and o t h e r r a d i a l t r i p s , 

i n c l u d i n g the d e s i g n a t i o n o f e x c l u s i v e r i g h t s - o f - w a y f o r e x p r e s s 

buses t o supplement the proposed subway s y s t e m . " _ ' 

V i r t u a l l y a l l l o c a l and s u b r e g i o n a l p o l i c i e s c a l l f o r a b a l a n c e d and 

c o o r d i n a t e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . Such a system s h o u l d i n c l u d e r a p i d 

r a i l t r a n s i t , r a d i a l and c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l h i g h w a y s , f e e d e r b u s e s , and 

f r i n g e p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

Highway p l a n s o f t e n recommend f a c i l i t i e s up t o 20 y e a r s i n advance o f 

t h e i r need. On the o t h e r hand, highway c o n s t r u c t i o n programs co v e r 

a p e r i o d o f about f i v e y e a r s . For r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t , t h e r e i s another 

s e t o f time dimensions t o c o n s i d e r : t h e a u t h o r i z e d system i s the f i r s t 

s t a g e t o be b u i l t , t a k i n g 5 t o 7 y e a r s from s t a r t o f c o n s t r u c t i o n ; the 

adopted system i s an e x t e n s i o n o f the a u t h o r i z e d s y s t e m , to be completed 

by 1980; f u t u r e e x t e n s i o n s , t h e n , a r e t o be added to the adopted system 

a f t e r 1980.12/ 

T h e r e were f o u r b a s i c schemes t h a t were t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r the 

development o f the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system f o r Washington and i t s 

s u r r o u n d i n g m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a ; t h e r e was t h e planned s p r a w l , d i s p e r s e d 

c i t i e s , p e r i p h e r a l c o m m u n i t i e s , and the r a d i a l c o r r i d o r p l a n . 

The programmed and planned highway and t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s g e n e r a l l y 

support the r a d i a l c o r r i d o r development c o n c e p t . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n s 

c a l l f o r 7 c o r r i d o r s s e r v e d by 9 r a d i a l f r e e w a y s : I - 7 0 S , Route 50 
(John Hanson H i g h w a y ) , 1-95 ( s o u t h ) , 1 -66, the D u l l e s Access Road-

Route 7, 1-95 ( n o r t h ) , the South Potomac Fr e e w a y , the Northern P a r k w a y , 

and t h e M o n t i c e l l o Freeway. The f i r s t f i v e o f t h e s e c o r r i d o r f r e e w a y s 

now e x i s t o u t s i d e the B e l t w a y . 1-95 ( n o r t h ) i s programmed and p a r t i a l l y 

— ' — The Changing R e g i o n , The M e t r o p o l i t a n Washington C o u n c i l o f 

Governments, p. 41 

- 16 -



under c o n s t r u c t i o n . The r e m a i n i n g t h r e e a r e i n c l u d e d i n c u r r e n t long-

range s t u d i e s of highway needs now underway by t h e Maryland and V i r g i n i a 

highway a g e n c i e s . The committed 1-95 ( n o r t h ) and the f i v e e x i s t i n g 

f r e e w a y s p r o v i d e a c c e s s t o f i v e o f t h e seven proposed c o r r i d o r s . 

P a r a l l e l l a n e s t o t h e D u l l e s A c c e s s Road would p r o v i d e l o c a l a c c e s s 

from the B e l t w a y t o D u l l e s A i r p o r t . 

W i t h i n the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y , l i t t l e has been done t o cimplement the 

r a d i a l f r e e w a y s b a s i c t o t h e c o r r i d o r development c o r i c e p t . I n t e r s t a t e -

1-95 ( s o u t h ) i s the o n l y o p e r a t i o n a l r a d i a l f r eeway r o u t e which e x i s t s 

w i t h i n the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y . Route 5 0 , John Hanson Highway, ex t e n d s 

o n l y t o t h e D i s t r i c t o f Columbia l i n e . The r i g h t - o f - w a y e x t e n d i n g 1-66 
t o the Potomac R i v e r has been a c q u i r e d but c o n s t r u c t i o n has not t a k e n 

p l a c e . The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 1-66 w i l l s e r v e the D u l l e s A i r p o r t c o r r i d o r 

as w e l l as the 1-66 c o r r i d o r . 

The proposed e x t e n s i o n o f I - 7 0 S , t h e North C e n t r a l F r e e w a y , and the 

e x t e n s i o n o f 1-95 ( n o r t h ) w i t h i n the B e l t w a y a r e s u b j e c t s o f g r e a t 

c o n t r o v e r s y , making t h e i r implementation u n c e r t a i n . The r e s u l t has 

been a v i r t u a l h a l t i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f r a d i a l highway f a c i l i t i e s - -

a " f r e e z e " which has now been i n e f f e c t f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , the proposed r a d i a l c o r r i d o r a r e a s l a c k t h e n e c e s s a r y 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o downtown Washington which would s t r e n g t h e n t h e i r 

economic advantage o v e r n o n - c o r r i d o r a r e a s . As a r e s u l t , l a n d use 

development o u t s i d e o f t h e s e r a d i a l c o r r i d o r a r e a s i s encouraged beyond 

the B e l t w a y . T h i s has s e r v e d t o weaken the implementation o f the 

r a d i a l c o r r i d o r s c o n c e p t . — ' 

With the p r e s e n t and proposed s e r v i c e o f the b e l t w a y s , f r e e w a y s , and 

h i g h w a y s , t h e r e i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n being g i v e n t o o t h e r means o f t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n . 

The proposed r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t network f o r the m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a i s 

a l s o r a d i a l i n n a t u r e . The programmed p o r t i o n o f the t r a n s i t n e t w o r k , 

s c h e d u l e d f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n b e f o r e 1980 , p a i r s some t r a n s i t l i n e s w i t h 

r a d i a l highways w i t h i n t h e C a p i t a l B e l t w a y . Along Route 6 6 , R o c k v i l l e 

P i k e , and G e o r g i a Avenue, programmed t r a n s i t l i n e s e x t e n d beyond the 

B e l t w a y f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s . V i r t u a l l y none o f the programmed l i n e s 

w i l l s e r v e community c e n t e r s proposed f o r development i n c o r r i d o r s 

o u t s i d e t h e B e l t w a y . 

Some of t h e s e a r e a s c o u l d be s e r v e d a f t e r 1980 , however, s i n c e e x t e n ­

s i o n s o f t r a n s i t s e r v i c e a r e planned f o r s i x o f the seven proposed 

c o r r i d o r s . 

T h e r e a r e two proposed f r e e w a y s which a r e c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l r a t h e r than 

r a d i a l : t he Outer B e l t w a y and the Western Freeway i n F a i r f a x County. 

Moreover, the b u l k o f the r e maining planned highway improvements ( t h e 

T 8 7 
I b i d . , p. k2 
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Map # 7 Showing the C a p i t o l Beltway around Washington, u . C , 
1962 
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a r t e r i a l network) i s o r i e n t e d to i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g t he 9 r a d i a l f r e e w a y s 

and the r a d i a l t r a n s i t l i n e s . Through t h e s e i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s , t h e s e 

a r t e r i a l highways w i l l p r o v i d e a c c e s s throughout much o f t h e a r e a 

proposed f o r r e l a t i v e l y low d e n s i t i e s between the c o r r i d o r s . These 

a r e a s a r e , o f c o u r s e , the wedge open space a r e a s recommended i n the 

1964 COG p o l i c i e s . The a c c e s s p r o v i d e d by t h e s e a r t e r i a l highways w i l l 

make t h e s e open space a r e a s a t t r a c t i v e f o r a more i n t e n s i v e development 

than t h a t f o r which they were o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d . 

An a n a l y s i s o f highway and t r a n s i t p l a n s as d e s c r i b e d above d i s c l o s e s 

a f u n c t i o n a l s p e c i a l i z a t i o n between t h e s e proposed f a c i l i t i e s beyond 

I98O. P r i o r t o 1980, improvements i n the highway and t r a n s i t systems 

w i l l emphasize c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l c o n n e c t i o n s ( t h e planned Outer B e l t w a y , 

th e Western F r e e w a y , and t h e a r t e r i a l n e t w o r k ) , whereas t r a n s i t p l a n s 

c o n t i n u e t o emphasize r a d i a l l i n e s . The b u l k o f the highway improve­

ments i s designed t o i n t e r c o n n e c t o u t l y i n g c e n t e r s a l o n g t h e e x i s t i n g 

and proposed r a d i a l f r e e w a y s . On the o t h e r hand, the r a p i d r a i l t r a n s i t 

network i s p r i m a r i l y a r a d i a l system f o c u s i n g on c e n t r a l Washington. 

A second f u n c t i o n a l s p e c i a l i z a t i o n w i l l be e x p e r i e n c e d p r i o r to 1980. 

Highways w i l l be v i r t u a l l y t h e o n l y t r a v e l mode beyond the C a p i t a l 

B e l t w a y . Rapid t r a n s i t l i n e s programmed t o I98O e x t e n d no f u r t h e r 

than the B e l t w a y , w i t h t he few e x c e p t i o n s noted e a r l i e r . Hence, highways 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d p r i o r t o 1980 must be r e l i e d upon to guide growth 

i n t h e d e v e l o p i n g a r e a around Washington. 

During t h i s p e r i o d , new a r t e r i a l highways w i l l a l s o begin t o i n t e r ­

connect t h e r a d i a l f r e e w a y s as n o t e d . T r a n s i t w i l l have i t s impact 

i n t h i s p e r i o d i n the a l r e a d y u r b a n i z e d a r e a , but g e n e r a l l y t r a n s i t 

w i l l f o l l o w , not l e a d , l a n d development. 12.' 

Even though t h e r e i s some c o o r d i n a t i o n t h a t can be demonstrated between 

planned and programmed highway and t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s , t h e r e a r e a l s o 

major s h o r t c o m i n g s r e l a t i v e t o r e g i o n a l development p o l i c i e s t h a t e x i s t . 

The s t a g i n g o f t r a n s i t improvements i s such t h a t t r a n s i t can 

o n l y f o l l o w , not l e a d , land development. 

Although t h e freeway and t r a n s i t networks a r e r a d i a l and w i l l 

encourage c o r r i d o r g r o w t h , the proposed a r t e r i a l network w i l l 

i n t e r c o n n e c t t h e s e r a d i a l r o u t e s and encourage growth o u t s i d e 

o f the c o r r i d o r s i n the wedge a r e a s o r i g i n a l l y contemplated 

f o r no urban development or f o r low i n t e n s i t y development. 

C u r r e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n s and programs do not propose the 

f u l l range o f f a c i l i t i e s i n each c o r r i d o r c a l l e d f o r i n the 

1964 r e g i o n a l development p o l i c i e s . 

To m a i n t a i n the v i a b i l i t y o f the g e n e r a l development c o n c e p t , i n t e r i m 

improvements t o t h e e x i s t i n g r a d i a l a r t e r i a l highway network a r e needed 

u n l e s s f r e e w a y s a r e b u i l t w i t h i n t he C a p i t a l B e l t w a y . Buses and 

i 2 . ' i b i d . , p. 42 
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commuter r a i l r i g h t s - o f - w a y c o u l d be used t o supplement the a u t h o r i z e d 

t r a n s i t s ystem beyond the B e l t w a y p r i o r to 1980. At l e a s t t he program­

ming o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s must be c o n s i d e r e d i n l i g h t o f probable 

e f f e c t s on the l a n d development p a t t e r n . 

To be t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n w i t h t h i s growth of the communities i s 

the f a c t t h a t t he s t a g i n g o f the highway and r a p i d r a i l t r a n s i t system 

i s i m p o r t a n t to the proper development o f high d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l and 

commercial a r e a s and community c e n t e r s . 

For t h e most p a r t , e x i s t i n g h i g h d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 

a r e a s a r e s e r v e d by major h i g h w a y s . Most a r e a s planned f o r high d e n s i t y 

r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial u s e s , i n c l u d i n g community c e n t e r s , w i l l be 

s e r v e d by major t h o r o u g h f a r e s o r f r e e w a y s e i t h e r e x i s t i n g o r p l a n n e d . 

The programmed t r a n s i t s y s t e m , i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h i t s f e e d e r bus 

s y s t e m , w i l l s e r v e v i r t u a l l y a l l h i g h d e n s i t y a r e a s w i t h i n t he C a p i t a l 

B e l t w a y . The o n l y major commercial c o n c e n t r a t i o n unserved by t r a n s i t 

and f e e d e r buses w i t h i n t h e adopted system i s B a i l e y ' s Croosroads i n 

V i r g i n i a . T h i s a r e a would be s e r v e d by a Columbia P i k e L i n e proposed 

a f t e r 1980. E x t e n s i o n s o f t h e t r a n s i t s y s t e m , planned a f t e r 1980, w i l l 

s e r v e e x i s t i n g and proposed h i g h d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 

a r e a s i n s i x o f the seven proposed c o r r i d o r s . 

T h u s , e x i s t i n g and planned major t h o r o u g h f a r e s and f r e e w a y s s u pport 

planned h i g h d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial a r e a s o u t s i d e t he B e l t w a y 

Rapid t r a n s i t w i l l s e r v e most major r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n s i n the a l r e a d y u r b a n i z e d a r e a , but w i l l not s e r v e t h e proposed new 

community c e n t e r s u n t i l a f t e r 1980, and thus cannot be used t o s t i m u l a t e 

t h e i r development. 

A l s o c o n s i d e r e d was p u b l i c t r a n s i t and peak hour t r i p s . COG's 

R e s o l u t i o n on Development P o l i c i e s f o r the Year 2000 f o r t h e N a t i o n a l 

C a p i t a l Region acknowledged t h a t t h e g e n e r a l development p a t t e r n as 

recommended would c r e a t e heavy demands f o r peak hour r a d i a l t r i p s and 

suggested t h a t p u b l i c t r a n s i t be developed t o h a n d l e them. 

The adopted r a i l t r a n s i t s y s t e m i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h i s o b j e c t i v e . I t 

i s a r a d i a l s y s t e m designed f o r peak hour u s e , p r e d o m i n a n t l y work t r i p s 

from suburban a r e a s t o employment l o c a t i o n s i n the c e n t r a l c i t y . 

Bus t r a n s i t , w h i c h i s c u r r e n t l y o r i e n t e d t o peak hour r a d i a l t r i p s , has 

e x p e r i e n c e d a 10% i n c r e a s e i n patronage s i n c e 1955. However. However, 

p o p u l a t i o n has i n c r e a s e d a t a much f a s t e r r a t e . Although the r e g i o n 

has e x p e r i e n c e d an a b s o l u t e r i s e i n the number o f t r a n s i t u s e r s , t h e 

p r o p o r t i o n o f t o t a l work t r i p s u s i n g t r a n s i t has c o n s i s t e n t l y d e c l i n e d . 

Improvements i n bus r o u t i n g and s c h e d u l i n g have encouraged p u b l i c t r a n s i t 

use f o r the peak hour r a d i a l t r i p . R e c e n t l y , s e v e r a l suburban bus l i n e s 

have been g r a n t e d e x t e n s i o n i n t o downtown Washington, i n c r e a s i n g t he 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y and c o n v e n i e n c e o f p u b l i c t r a n s i t f o r peak hour t r i p s . 

Such moves may h e l p t o slow the d e c l i n e i n bus t r a n s i t usage d u r i n g 

th e peak h o u r . 

20/ 
I b i d . , p. hi 
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Map # 8 I n d i c a t i n g the proposed r a p i d r a i l t r a n s i t system 
1969 



S e v e r a l s t u d i e s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g conducted by the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P l a n n i n g 

Board o f the C o u n c i l o f Governments a r e geared to encouraging the use 

of p u b l i c t r a n s i t f o r peak hour r a d i a l t r i p s : 

1) A s t u d y o f the B a l t i m o r e and Ohio R a i l r o a d , Georgetown B r a n c h , 

f o r bus r a p i d t r a n s i t t e s t e d the f e a s i b i l i t y o f u t i l i z i n g an 

a l r e a d y f u n c t i o n i n g r a i l r i g h t - o f - w a y f o r p u b l i c mass t r a n s i t 

d u r i n g peak h o u r s . 

2) A d e m o n s t r a t i o n p r o j e c t c o o r d i n a t i n g two-way e x p r e s s t r a n s i t 

s e r v i c e f o r c e n t e r c i t y and suburban employees i s g e a r e d , i n 

p a r t , to f a c i l i t a t i n g inbound and outbound j o u r n e y s to work 

d u r i n g commuter peak hour p e r i o d s . T h i s program w i l l a l s o 

p r o v i d e f r i n g e p a r k i n g a t major r e g i o n a l shopping c e n t e r s . — ' 

With r e g a r d t o r a p i d r a i l t r a n s i t , however, t r a n s i t p l a n s c a l l f o r buses 

t o s e r v e a v i t a l r o l e . R a t h e r than s e r v i n g r a d i a l t r i p s , as they do 

p r e s e n t l y , buses a r e t o c o l l e c t and d i s t r i b u t e p a s s e n g e r s to s p e c i f i c , 

w i d e l y s p a c e , r a p i d r a i l s t a t i o n s . Maximum u t i l i z a t i o n o f e x i s t i n g bus 

s e r v i c e s h o u l d be encouraged d u r i n g t h e l e n g t h y p e r i o d o f r a i l t r a n s i t 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . E x c l u s i v e l a n e s and r i g h t s - o f - w a y s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d to 

encourage the use o f t r a n s i t d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . U n t i l the adopted 

r e g i o n a l t r a n s i t s y s t e m i s c o m p l e t e , suburban r a d i a l bus f e e d e r system 

s h o u l d be used t o e x t e n d the a r e a o f impact c r e a t e d by the b a s i c a u t h o r i z e d 

s y s t e m . C o n s i d e r a t i o n c o u l d a l s o be g i v e n to u t i l i z i n g a commuter r a i l 

s y s t e m and/or i t s r i g h t s - o f - w a y as an e x t e n s i o n o f the r a i l t r a n s i t 

s y s t e m u n t i l t he f u l l r e g i o n a l system i s o p e r a t i o n a l . 

— I b i d . , p. 43 
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