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CHAIRMAN MOORE: Good evening, l a d i e s and gentlemen 

T h i s hearing i s c a l l e d t o order. My name i s J e r r y A, Moore, 

J r , I am Chairman of the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee f o r the 

D, C„ C i t y C o u n c i l , These hearings have been c a l l e d to re* 

c e i v e your testimony concerning plans presented to the D i s t r i c t 

Government by the Highway Department, Headed by Mr. Thomas 

A i r i s , 

By February the 23rd, I97C the C i t y C o uncil i s r e ­

sponsible f o r making a report to the Congress i n respect to 

these plans. Your testimony w i l l c e r t a i n l y be h e l p f u l i n 

making t h i s d e c i s i o n . We i n v i t e each of you who has signed as 

a witness to give your testimony. 

I t i s the d e s i r e of the Chairman that the hearing w i l l 

proceed i n an or d e r l y way. Those of you that have signed have 

come to witness tonight and w i l l be c a l l e d to do so when your 

name i s announced,. 

We are very pleased to have present w i t h us tonight, 

to my l e f t . Chairman of the C i t y C o u n c i l , The Honorable G i l b e r t 

Hahn. We w i l l ask him at t h i s time i f he would make a s t a t e ­

ment. c 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: Not at t h i s time„ 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Our f i r s t witness tonight i s Mr. Davi 

Sutherland, E l e c t e d Delegate, V i r g i n i a State Assembly, 

(no response) 



CHAIRMAN MOORE: Oar next witness i s Mr. Vincent Lao, 

P r o f e s s i o n a l Engineer . 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. VINCENT LAO, 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN 

SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are v e r y pleased to welcome you 

here t o n i g h t . 

MR. LAO: Chairman Moore, Chairman Hahn, Members of 

the Council, Ladies and Gentlemen: I am happy to p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n our democratic process of government, to give my views as 

an i n d i v i d u a l , concerning the d i f f i c u l t issue of a balanced 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n our nation's c a p i t a l . I want to 

bring some new dimensions to the problem wi t h the hope that 

i t may i n i t i a t e a r e d i r e c t i o n of the i s s u e s towards a p o s i t i v e 

s o l u t i o n , instead of using old ideas. 

What c o n s t i t u t e s a balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia? 

I do not want to arouse old arguments about subways 

or highways, i n s t e a d , I ask a l l c i t i z e n s concerned to take a 

second look at the reports and ask a few questions. I c a l l 

to your a t t e n t i o n the sketch i l l u s t r a t i o n on page 13, 14, 15; 

16, 18, 19, and ? 1 , I t may look l i k e a d i f f i c u l t assignment; 

but i n perspective we can get a quick idea of what has been 

happening i n D. c„ since 1950. 



.1. Do we have a freeway i n D.c. today? 

2. How much freeway do we have today? Where do we 

stand i n providing a token system, to r e l i e v e us of t r a f f i c 

congestion now and i n the years to come? 

3 e What i s the minimum or most e f f i c i e n t road 

system i n the D. C. to balance the proposed subway system? 

4. Knowing that each mode has a unique c o n t r i b u t i o n 

to the t o t a l urban t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problem, s h a l l we s a c r i f i c e 

one i n favor of the other? We'll come to these questions i f 

anyone i s i n t e r e s t e d to have a second look. 

HISTORY: -When President Kennedy took o f f i c e i n 1961 

he immediately e s t a b l i s h e d i'i'CTA to implement some of the ideas 

i n the 1959 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Plan, 

A f t e r the completion of the NCTA study i n 1 9 6 2 , the . 

worst t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s i s i n the nation's c a p i t a l s t a r t e d . ' 

M r . Stolzenbach might not have intended that, i t would come 

cut t h i s way, but un f o r t u n a t e l y he was the c a t a l y s t of the 

u l t r a n e g a t i v e view towards highways. 

Prora t h i s sad experience, the Washington Metropolitan 

Area T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y , WMP.TA, and the D . C . Highway Department 

have learned to weir): together despite MCPC's s e l f c o n t r a d i c ­

t i o n s . 

PROBLEM: Unfortunately no one can stop the momentum 

and the argument i s now concentrated i n the p o l i t i c a l , r a c i a l , 

end s o c i a l arena w i t h a s p r i n k l i n g of p s e u d o - s c i e n t i f i c f a c t s . 
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I f we do not take stock and res o l v e t h i s problem together, 

we are going to s o l i d i f y our p o s i t i o n s to a point where no 

f a i r s o l u t i o n can be found. 

RECOMMENDATIONSJ I b e l i e v e there i s s t i l l time to s i t 

together and negoti a t e . To use President Nixon's theme: 

"Let us go forward together. " The problem i n v o l v e s so many 

t e c h n i c a l and i n t a n g i b l e f a c t o r s that we can not expect that 

the Highway Department alone can come up w i t h imaginative 

s o l u t i o n s without the d i r e c t p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the represe n t a ­

t i v e s of the c i t i o e n s and a l l i n t e r e s t e d groups. 

I f Congress approves another study f o r the North 

Leg, formal arrangement should be made fo r a conference among 
i 

bonafide r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l i n t e r e s t e d groups and spend 

one or two 'reeks on the problems a t f u l l time. T h i s i s b e t t e r 

than the Design Concept Team and would be an implementation on 

the c i t i z e n ' s process as Reverend Fauntroy mentioned i n h i s 

testimony. The l e a s t you can do i s to t r y , otherwise, you 

w i l l never solve t h i s problem amicably. Perhaps most of you 

have s o l i d i f i e d your p o s i t i o n s , but i f you are s i n c e r e l y i n ­

t e r e s t e d i n a pragmatic s o l u t i o n , to b e n e f i t everyone, pride 

and p r e j u d i c e s must be c a s t a s i d e . 

Not to appear f o o l i s h and naive and pretend that I kno\| 

a l l the answers, I must say that i t w i l l not be easy to s i t 

together and t a l k . The P a r i s Peace T a l l : may be used as an 

example to dump cole water on my idea,, My only answer would be 



t h a t a t l e a s t we are on the same side of the fence i n our 

common concern f o r the host w e l f a r e to our people. 

GENERAL SUPPORT: I want to voice ray general support 

of the recommendations w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n on some of the d e t a i l s . 

Before I make my concluding statement, I am going to 

read a l e t t e r from Reverend Channing E. P h i l l i p s , concerning 

t h i s problem, t c whom 1 wrote a few months ago: 

"Mr. Vincent Lao 

" 1 0 I I S Brunswick Avenue 

" S i l v e r Spring, Maryland 20902 

"Dear Mr. Lao: 

"Thank'you f o r sharing your ideas w i t h na regarding 

D. C.'s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems. Unfortunately I am not q u a l i ­

f i e d as a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n engineer and therefore can not comment 

on the proposal. My major concern has been the d e s t r u c t i o n 

of housing by highways, l e a v i n g s p e c i f i c s o l u t i o n s and a n c i l l a r 

problems to the t e c h n i c i a n s . " 

Now i n my concluding statement: I n conclusion, there 

can be l i t t l e argument over the need for t h i s North C e n t r a l 

Freeway i n the area f o r which i t has been planned. 

I do b e l i e v e , p r o f e s s i o n a l l y , that the freeway can be 

b u i l t : 

{1} Without d i s p l a c i n g any f a m i l i e s ? 

(2) Witnout d i s p l a c i n g any businesses; 

(3) With grea t e r b u i l t - i n s a f e t y f a c t o r s ; 



(4) R e s u l t i n g i n a e s t h e t i c a l l y enhancing the ar e a ; 

and, 

(5) R e s u l t i n g i n a c a p i t a l savings of about $24,000,OCX-; 

(6) And r e l a t i v e l y reduce congestion and p o l l u t i o n . 

Thank you.' 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you very much f o r your t e s t i - * 

raony. Chairman Hahn, do you wish to ask questions? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Thank you ve r y k i n d l y . Do you have 

a copy of your testimony to leave w i t h the Reporter? 

MR. LAO: Yes, s i r , (handing to a Council a s s i s t a n t . ) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS; Cur next w i t n e s s i s Mr. W i l l i a m 

Buchanan, Foggy Bottom .Association. 

MR. BUCHANAN: Mr. Chairman, I would l i k e to exchange 

ray place w i t h Number 7, Mrs. Helen L e a v i t t . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We would be v e r y pleased to have you 

come forward, Mrs. L e a v i t t . 

MRS. LEAVITT; Thank you. 

WHS RED PON, 

MRS. HELEN LEAVITT, 

ADAMS MORGAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL, APPROACHED THE MICROPHONE AND 

TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS; 

MRS. LEAVITT: Can you hear me okay? 



CHAIRMAN MOOREs We are v e r y pleased to welcome you 

here t o n i g h t . 

MRS. LEAVITT: Thanh you. I t i s very nice to be here. 

I always enjoy an opportunity t o t a l k to the C o u n c i l . 

CHAIRMAN MOOSEi Thank you. 

MRS. LEAVITT: Can you hear me okay? 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: I am hearing you a l l r i g h t . 

MRS. LEAVITT: Okay. Mr. Chairman, Chairman Hah'A 

and Dr. Robinson, my name i s Helen L e a v i t t . I have been a 

r e s i d e n t of the Adams Morgan neighborhood, a community of • 

25,000 c i t i z e n s , f o r more than e i g h t years now. 

I am hera today to t e s t i f y both as a r e s i d e n t of 

the neighborhood and an o f f i c e r of the e l e c t e d Adams-Morgan 

Community Cou n c i l . 

You are w e l l aware by now t h a t the north leg of the 

inner loop of the D. C. Highway Department*s -proposed freeway 

system has f o r years been aimed s t r a i g h t through the center • 

of our community. When f i r s t proposed, the north leg was to 

cross Connecticut Avenue between R and £ S t r e e t s , Northwest, 

a f t e r which i t was to f o l l o w an alignment j u s t north of S 

S t r e e t . G r a d u a l l y , the Highway Department has s h i f t e d the 

proposed route more n o r t h e r l y , f i r s t t o Swann S t r e e t , then t o 

T S t r e e t and f i n a l l y , the p e n c i l s of the highway planners 

res t e d on an alignment along the F l o r i d a Avenue-U S t r e e t 

c o r r i d o r , which l i a s now become very, v e r y famous. 
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At no time have the r e s i d e n t s of the area favored 

any of these v a r i o u s proposals. The Adams-Morgan Community 

Council doss not favor any of them now, the 3 S t r e e t , T or 

U S t r e e t c o r r i d o r s , f o r the f o l l o w i n g reasons; 

1. I n the f i r s t place, any such ei g h t - l a n e freeway 

through our neighborhood would b i s e c t both of our hard fought 

f o r community c o n t r o l l e d elementary school d i s t r i c t s . I am 

speaking of the Adams School and Morgan School. 

2„ Secondly, more than 2,390 housing u n i t s would be 

wiped out. 

3. Furthermore, 2,000 jobs would be abolished. 

4, But f i n a l l y , the end r e s u l t would be t h a t more 

automobiles would be e n t i c e d i n t o our congest neighborhood, 

i n c r e a s i n g a l r e a d y i n t o l e r a b l e a i r p o l l u t i o n l e v e l s , c r e a t i n g 

g r e a t e r pressure t o convert precious inner business d i s t i c t 

land to parking l o t s f o r the storage of these automobiles. 

Construction of the north leg through our area can 

only r e s u l t i n displacement of Adams-Morgan r e s i d e n t s and 

t h e i r replacement by automobiles. 

Nov;, we are aware that the D. C. Highway Department 

has, f o r s e v e r a l years now, o f f e r e d an a l t e r n a t i v e route known 

as the K S t r e e t t u n n e l . Business i n t e r e s t s along t h a t a l i g n ­

ment, however, he ve r e g i s t e r e d t h e i r objections t o the d i s ­

r u p t i o n such an a l t e r n a t i v e would c r e a t e . And r i g h t l y so.1 

How we f i n d t h at Mr. A i r i s would recommend t h a t you 



adopt an 18-month grace period to permit h i s department to 

restudy the north l e g . 

I must remind you t h a t the north leg has been studied, 

as f a r as we are concerned, to death* The reason Mr, A i r i s 

o f f e r s as j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r the 18-month grace period i s to 

f i n d a more "acceptable" alignment somewhere between U and K 

s t r e e t s . 

He s t a t e s i n h i s report to you that the II S t r e e t 

c o r r i d o r was abandoned, and 1 quote him i n h i s report to you, 

"as a r e s u l t of r e l a t i v e l y high displacement of f a m i l y dwelling 

u n i t s , " unquote. 

Yet Mr. A i r i s a l s o s t a t e d to you that he would 

guarantee such housing would be replaced before any freeway 

c o n s t r u c t i o n began. 

I f i t so easy f o r Mr. A i r i s to d e l i v e r t h i s housing, 

the Highway Department should, be w i l l i n g to stand behind i t s 

own recommendation f o r the U S t r e e t c o r r i d o r . 

The Highway Department has never j u s t i f i e d the need 

fo r the north leg of the inner loop nor indeed have hearings 

ever been hel d . 

The Adams-Morgan Community Council b e l i e v e s t h a t , f o r 

a l l the reasons j u s t mentioned, there i s no j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r 

i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Therefore, we recommend to you that a l l plans f o r 

the north leg be permanently abandoned. Furthermore, we be-



10 

l i e v e t h a t a l l D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s are a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d by J.-

any freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n , whether i t be the one through our 

community or elsewhere. Therefore, we oppose c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and c o n s t r u c t i o n of any more f r e e ­

ways i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

TBS AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, Mrs. L e a v i t t . j 

MRS. LEAVITT: Do you have any questions? I a l s o 

ask i f I might extend my remarks f u r t h e r beyond the testimony. 
i 

• 

The things I would l i k e to b r i n g up now do not r e f l e c t 

the p a r t i c u l a r a t t i t u d e of the Adaias-Morgan community c o u n c i l . 

They r e f l e c t my a t t i t u d e having researched f o r two and a h a l f 

y e a r s , a booh which w i l l be published s h o r t l y by DCUBLEDAY, I t 

w i l l be out i n A p r i l . 

I can assure you, gentlemen, t h a t you are appearing. 

You w i l l be mentioned i n the book. 

THE COUNCIL: (laughing) 

THE AUDIENCE: (laughter) 

MRS. LEAVITT: And your d e c i s i o n s p a r t i c u l a r l y . 

THE AUDIENCE: '(laughter) 

MRS0 LEAVITT: F i r s t of a l l , I would l i k e to make the 

point t h a t there appears to be some c o n t r a d i c t i o n between the 

present a l l - o u t commitment to c l e a n i n g up the environment i n ­

cl u d i n g the a i r and the mandate from the Congress to b u i l d more 

freeways i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. I would c e r t a i n l y urge 



11 

you to support our Presi d e n t , as I ara sure you would l i k e to 

to do and recommend t h a t none of these freeways he b u i l t . They 

can only lead to more urban b l i g h t . They can only lead to more 

environmental 3:?light. 

You, gentlemen, have the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r making a 

ve r y , v e r y important d e c i s i o n , 'The Congress orders a l l kinds 

of things be done. Robert McHamara was ordered to b u i l d the 

T F — TFX, or whatever i t i s — a n a i r p l a n e . Anyway, he didn't 

b u i l d i t . The money was appropriated and he was ordered by the 

Congress t o do so. The Congress as you a l l know ordered a • 

"subway" i n i960, and we s t i l l don *t see i t . I t ' s coming along. 

The point I want to make i s th a t I t h i n k i t i s very 

important. I f I were a councilman, a t l e a s t , •— l e t me put 

i t t h i s way: I f I were a councilman I would want to have an 

image based on my concern f o r the community not on my concern 

f o r b u i l d i n g roads. 

Why don't you l e t the Congress do i t s own d i r t y work? 

Let them b u i l d these freeways i f they want. I f they want them 

so badly—»and the community doe s n ' t — t h e n l e t the d i r t be on 

t h e i r hands and not on yours. 

I would j u s t l i k e t o make one other comment: I was 

watching the proceedings on TV when they were being t e l e v i s e d 

and there was a gentleman from the D. C. T r u c k e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n 

I b e l i e v e i t was who took a p o s i t i o n of c o n s t r u c t i o n more f r e e ­

ways . 
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1 would l i k e to point out t h a t u n f o r t u n a t e l y our 

f r i e n d s i n the business community — some of them -— have a 

r a t h e r s h o r t - s i g h t e d a t t i t u d e toward the whole freeway problem. 

I f you stop and t h i n k of i t a minute, the r e a l problem of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s t h a t we already 

have too many s t r e e t s . There are a l r e a d y too many. 

What we have been able to do i s e n t i c e more and more 

automobiles onto our system t h a t clogs up and bogs down. 

The t h i n g t h a t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o me about the D. C. 

T r u c k e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n was t h a t i f they stop and t h i n k of i t , i f 

we could get r i d of the p r i v a t e automobiles on our s t r e e t s , 

there are enough a r t e r i a l s t o c a r r y every t r u c k wherever i t may 

w i s h to go without any f u r t h e r freeway or s t r e e t c o n s t r u c t i o n 

i n the a r e a 0 

2 thin!-: the day has now a r r i v e d , and Z am speaking f o r 

myself a t t h i s point and c e r t a i n l y not the C o u n c i l , t h a t i t i s 

time to a b o l i s h the automobile i n t h i s c i t y . 

As f a r as the automobile's place i n the urban en­

vironment, i t i s as antiquated as the outdoor p r i w y , and f o r 

p r e t t y much the same reason. 

I would a l s o l i k e t o mention some s a f e t y f i g u r e s : 

I heard a gentlemen, and I don't know whether i t was yesterday 

or s e v e r a l days, d i s c u s s i n g how safe the i n t e r s t a t e system 

would be. I j u s t want to remind you that i n 1956 when the 

i n t e r s t a t e system wis enacted the t o t a l number of persons k i l l e d 

i 



or injured, i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia was 7,296. Today, a f t e r 

more than $400 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s worth of concrete has been 

spread around, the f i g u r e i s new more than 11,000. 

I would j u s t l i b s to remind you t h a t although the 

i n t e r s t a t e has s a f e t y standards b u i l t i n t o i t people j u s t don't 

get On the i n t e r s t a t e system and d r i v e around a i m l e s s l y . They 

get on and o f f i t , and i t e n t i c e s the kind of t r a f f i c t h a t 

causes these f a t a l i t i e s . 

Do you have any questions? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: he would l i k e to thank you v e r y much 

f o r your testimony. We r e a l i s e t h a t we have a long l i s t of 

wit n e s s e s here and others want t o get t h e i r "witness" i n . 

MRS. LEAVITT: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you so much. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Chairman Eahn? Councilman Robinson? 

CHAIRMAN EAHN: I hope your book i s a best s e l l e r , 

Mrs. L e a v i t t . 

THE AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) 

CELAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Robinson had a question he 

wanted t o ask you. Would you please come back, Mrs. L e a v i t t . 

MRS. LEAVITT: Speak louder. I can't hear you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE s Councilman Robinson had something he 

wanted to ask you. 

MRS. LEAVITT: S u r e l y . 
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REPORTER'S ROTE: (Mrs. L e a v i t t reapproaehed the 

microphone and resumed the witness seat and t e s t i f i e d .in 

substance as f o l l o w s : ) 

MRS. LEAVITT: Yes? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Good evening, Mrs. L e a v i t t . 

I j u s t -rant to c l e a r up one question. Did I hear you say 

"abolish a l l automobiles i n t h i s c i t y ? " 

MRS. LEAVITT: A b s o l u t e l y ! 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Nobody to have a c a r ? 

MRS. LEAVITT: A b s o l u t e l y J 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Thank you, Mrs. L e a v i t t . 

THE AUDIENCEt (l a u g h t e r ) (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: The next w i t n e s s i s Mr. W i l l i a m 

K. S c h e i r e r and Mr. Perry Hamilton, Kalorama C i t i z e n s 

As s o c i a t ion ? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: The next w i t n e s s i s a Representative 

of the Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n . 

WHEREUPON, 

DR. FERGUSON, 

APPROACHED THE MICROPHONE, TOOK TEE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED 

IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

DR. FERGUSON: My name i s Dr. Ferguson. I.am 

President of the Midway C i v i c Association., I would l i k e to say 

f i r s t t h a t Mr. Edward J . McClain had the misfortune to loose 
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h i s mother i n Cape Cod, Massachusetts so ther e f o r e he was not 

here t h i s afternoon* when he was due to appear* because he had 

to go to the base s t a t e . I have a statement here which the 

Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n f u l l y endorses as i t has endorsed the 

statement of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the D. C. Federation of 

C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n s of which I happen to be a delegate. 

At the outset I would l i k e to say t h a t as e a r l y as 

Tuesday, January 10, 1956, the Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n went 

on record a t a meeting, and 1 have a f l y e r h e r e — a n announcement 

of s a i d meeting; and we went on record here as deploring the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of the $20 m i l l i o n inner loop as i t was at t h a t 

time' which would d e s t r o y 6,800 b u i l d i n g s , i n c l u d i n g p r i v a t e 

homes apartment houses, rooming houses, s t o r e s , and other 

business establishments. At t h a t time, over 23,000 f a m i l i e s , 

were p u b l i c l y announced as being the v i c t i m s and d i s p l a c e s i n 

t h i s g i g a n t i c p r o j e c t , which was announced i n l a t e 1955. 

Mow, to the statement of Mr. McClain who was due t o 

appear t h i s evening but was unable to do so. T h i s i s the s t a t e ­

ment t h a t our Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n unanimously endorses: 

He introduces h i m s e l f as the Past President of the 

Midway c i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n . Ws have s o r t of an arrangement 

where f i r s t he i s " P r e s i d e n t , " and then I am President every 

ten years or so. I t ' s not i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n but t h a t ' s what 

the people want.. He i s the immediate Post President of the 

D. C„ Federation of C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n s . He i s a l s o a member of 
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the C i t y Planning and Parks Committee of the Federation. During 

the past 10 years he has keen the p r i n c i p l e spokesman f o r 

the Federation i n opposing freeway p r o j e c t s w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia. 

.2 would remind the honored Councilman t h a t the 

Federation opposed the freeway through the Archboid-Glover 

Parkway, I l t h S t r e e t , M. E. freeway, the North Leg of the 

Inner Loop; and the North C e n t r a l Freeway and the c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

DR. FERGJSON: We f e e l t h a t the advantage of 

appearing on the l a s t day of these hearings i s that the p o s i ­

t i o n of the Federation has now bean v i n d i c a t e d by the over­

whelming r e j e c t i o n of freeways by D i s t r i c t c i t i s e n s . We 

b e l i e v e the g r e a t e s t s e r v i c e the Council can render t o t h i s 

community as w e l l as to the nation i s to s t r o n g l y recommend to 

the Congress t h a t no f u r t h e r freeways be constructed i n the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

The reasons f o r t h i s are as f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t , the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s too compact and 

too l i m i t e d i n land area t o handle the large i n c r e a s e i n 

t r a f f i c t h a t would be n e c e s s a r i l y a t t r a c t e d by a d d i t i o n a l 

freeways. I n other words, we don't have the space of 133 

square miles such as they have i n Los Angeles. We are some 

10 miles square; or a l i t t l e over I understand. 
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Item two, the Federation s t r o n g l y supports—and the 

Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s — t h e Metro-Subway 

System as the most l o g i c a l means of bringing commuters i n and 

out the C i t y t o t h e i r places of employment and on other 

missions. We r e j e c t , however, the concept of b u i l d i n g freeways 

simply to provide: suburbanites w i t h the a l t e r n a t i v e of using 

e i t h e r the subway or t h e i r automobiles. T h i s o b j e c t i o n i s 

based on the tremendous cos t t h a t w i l l be i n c u r r e d i n b u i l d i n g 

the subway and i t s operation a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n , as w e l l as 

b u i l d i n g freeways, and then maintenance of s a i d freeways. 

There i s a double cost t h e r e . We f e e l t h a t the Metropolitan 

area's population cannot j u s t i f y the additioneil expenditure 

i n v o l v e d i n providing both - a subway and an extended freeway 

system over and above the freeway system such as we have at the 

present morent. 

Item t h r e e , a d d i t i o n a l freeways would encourage greatei 

use of automobiles by those commuting to the C i t y from the 

surrounding suburbs. The obvious r e s u l t would be a demand f o r 

more parking f a c i l i t i e s a t the expense of C i t y r e s i d e n t i a l and 

business needs. T h i s i s one of the prime reasons why both 

the Federation Of C i v i c and C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n s have j o i n e d — 

and the D. C. Federation of C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n s — h a v e joined i n 

opposing the T y d i n g s - B r o y h i l l Parking B i l l , f o r t h i s b i l l con-• 

t a i n s a p r o v i s i o n f o r t a k i n g r e s i d e n t i a l property f o r parking 

f a c i l i t i e s through the power of eminent domain. Consequently, 
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the c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t ere confronted with dislocation 

and upheaval by both the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the freeways and by 

the need f o r a d d i t i o n a l parking f a c i l i t i e s once the roads are 

b u i l t . 

Perhaps the s i n g l e most important o b j e c t i o n i s the 

Federation's dees concern «•= and the Midway C i v i c Association's' 

deep concern »«• ever the displacement of thousands of D i s t r i c t 

r e s i d e n t s and business establishments i n order to provide space 

f o r the proposed freeways,. Many of the di s p l a c e d r e s i d e n t s 

would be unable to r e l o c a t e or purchase homes elsewhere? 

e s p e c i a l l y during t h i s time of high i n t e r e s t r a t e s f o r mortgage 

money, which i t s e l f i s a scarce commodity. However, many of 

the business 1 should say "moreover" many of the business 

establishments would be l o s t f o r e v e r t o the D i s t r i c t because 

of i n a b i l i t y to r e l o c a t e i n other areas of the C i t y . 

The mere f a c t t h a t Congress has announced i t s posi« 

t i o n should not he the c o n t r o l l i n g f a c t o r of anyone i n t e r e s t e d 

i n t h e i r c i t y , the nation's C a p i t a l , being a v i a b l e community* 

We wish to point out t h a t Congress has reversed i t s e l f 
t 

i n the past on ct'rer matters. Every e f f o r t t h e r e f o r e should be 

made t o persuade Congress t o re v e r s e i t s e l f on t h i s i s s u e * be­

fore i r r e p a r a b l e damage i s done t o the C i t y and i t s r e s i d e n t s . 

Ws note w i t h great i n t e r e s t t h a t the c i t i z e n s of 

Montgomery County r e c e n t l y manifested strong opposition t o a 

freeway proposal design2d net so much to d i s p l a c e people, 
but t o make use of the large portion of t h e i r wooded and park 
a r e a s . 



We a l s o note t h a t the a r t i c u l a t e members of Congress 

from the suburbs, who always seem so v o c a l about matters 

a f f e c t i n g the D i s t r i c t , were s t r a n g e l y s i l e n t regarding the 

doubtful wisdom of c o n s t r u c t i n g t h i s c o n t r o v e r s i a l freeway as 

proposed i n Montgomery County. C e r t a i n l y the b a s i s of our 

opposition t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of freeways i n the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia i s even more compelling s i n c e the trade-*off f o r 

concrete roadways here i s human misery, needless s u f f e r i n g , and 

l o s s of business income, and not mere l o s s of a park or 

r e c r e a t i o n area i n the woods. 

I n conclusion, we would l i k e to simply observe t h a t 

i n view of a l l of the testimony t h a t has been so ably presented 

to the C o u n c i l , your recommendations to Congress should, and 

indeed must be, t h a t the c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

n e i t h e r want nor need any more freeways i n t h e i r beloved c i t y . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

DR. FERGUSON: Now, I would l i k e to extend my. remarks 

by saying t h a t many of us who happen to be n a t i v e s of the C i t y 

of Washington have always had an i n t e r e s t i n not only the 

e n t i r e c i t y but coiomunity a f t e r community. We are i n t e r e s t e d in 

seeing t h a t there i s an extension of here the a e s t h e t i c v a l u e s , 

the h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e s , and other f a c i l i t i e s t h a t make t h i s a 

pleasant place f o r people from a l l over the world to v i s i t . 

I f we are going to take a l i m i t e d area and knot i t a l l up w i t h 

g a n g l i a r of macaroni cype of highways f o r the pleasure of the 
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concrete and the automobile manufacturers and the t i r e 

manufacturers, and a l l the other c o l l u s i v e i n t e r e s t s that seem 

to want to wreck oar r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l and r e l a t i v e l y l i m i t e d . 

nation's c a p i t a l . J u s t don't know! I t seems that we have 

come upon an age where a e s t h e t i c s , where beauty, where reason­

able comfort are t h i n g s of the past* Now* we of the Midway 

C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n iion't propose to wa i t another 14 ye a r s . You 

see, i t i s 14 years since we have opposed t h i s t h i n g and we 

have had t h i s t h r e a t hanging over our heads a i l that time. We 

have s a i d v a r y c o n c r e t e l y t h a t the Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n 

and the Federation b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s whole matter of any 

a d d i t i o n a l freeways i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia has come t o 

h a l t (slapping the desk v i g o r o u s l y } and we must get on w i t h 

the subway system because we f e e l that-—you are t a l k i n g about 

balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n — i t c e r t a i n l y i s unbalanced now because 

they have a l l of t h i s g a n g l i a r of freeways nor and not the 

f i r s t s i g n yet of the subway other than a couple of holes over 

here i n J u d i c i a r y Square and some p i c t u r e s i n the papers of 

some b u i l d i n g s that might be torn down around the Square t h e r e . 

So, t h i s i s our testimony, t h i s i s f e e l i n g , t h i s i s the f e e l i n g 

of our members of the Midway C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n . 

I would bs glad to answer any questions that anyone 

has, 

CHAIRMAN MOOSEs You have dona a very good job, Mr. 

Fergurson, and you.: statement was "very c l e a r . 
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Dr. Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Doctor, you and I s t a r t e d out 

on the same s t r e e t together. You rent Democrat, I went 

Republican. And we are bach on the sane t r a c k again. 

DR. FERGUSON: Well, t h i s has no p o l i t i c s i n t h i s . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

DR. FERGUSON: We stand together on t h i s . 

THE AUDIENCE: (laughter and applause) 

DR. FERGUSON: Thank you very rauch. 

CHAIRMAN MOGRE: Thank you, Mr. Ferguson. 

Eefore I c a l l the next w i t n e s s , I would again remind 

us here tonight t h a t we have q u i t e a long l i s t of witnesses 

to d e a l w i t h . One of the problems toward the end of a long 

day i s t h a t the audience i s a l l . gone; the wi t n e s s e s are t i r e d -

and they don't get to say what they have to say to anybody. I 

know that a i l of us are deeply, deeply, concerned and we could 

t a l k on and on and on, when we get our chance to say something, 

I would appeal to you to remember th a t your "brother" 

wants to say some;hing r i g h t behind you. He's w a i t i n g f o r h i s 

chance. For th a t reason—-and I am not going to put the time 

l i m i t on you, because being a pu b l i c speaker myself I know 

how time can s l i p by and you don't know i t i s gone when you 

get to t a l k i n g . And a f t e r f i v e (5) minutes have pa,ssed I am 

j u s t going to n o t i f y you th a t you have been t a l k i n g f i v e (5) 

minutes and then I would hope t h a t you would be mindful a t thai 
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time. Now, a t the beginning I c a l l e d f o r Mr. David Sutherland, 

E l e c t e d Delegate, V i r g i n i a State Assembly. Be had not a r r i v e d 

a t t h a t time. X understand t h a t he i s now present. May I 

welcome him to come to the w i t n e s s t a b l e . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. DAVID SUTHERLAND, ELECTED 

DELEGATE, VIRGINIA STATE ASSEMBLY, APPROACHED THE MICROPHONE 

AND TOOK SEAT AT THE WITNESS TABLE AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE 

A3 FOLLOWS: 

MR. SUTHERLAND; Thank you v e r y much, Reverend Moore. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Very pleased to welcome you. 

MR. SUTHERLAND: Wel l , thank you, s i r . As you s a i d , 

I am David Sutherland. I am a r e s i d e n t of McClean, V i r g i n i a , 

and ray' O f f i c e i s i n the D i s t r i c t ; I am a commuter and a D i s t r i c 

businessman. As you s a i d , I served i n the V i r g i n i a L e g i s l a ­

t u r e . As a matter of f a c t , I am probably as t i r e d as anybody 

e l s e here t h i s evening, and having been down there doing the 

best I could to l e g i s l a t e as l a t e as .1:30 t h i s afternoon.; 

I appear before you tonight t o renew my request f o r 

cooperation between t h i s C i t y and the people of the suburbs i n 

a speedy s o l u t i o n to our mutual t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems; and 

to report progress towards e a r l y implementation of commuter 

t r a i n s e r v i c e between the D i s t r i c t and V i r g i n i a suburbs. 

I do net assume to a s s i s t you i n the c r u e l dilemma of 
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the expressway pressure; but i t should be c l e a r to a l l t h a t — 

however soon expressways can take houses or destroy parks 

they w i l l not be b u i l t to b e n e f i t d r i v e r s f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . 

Conmiuter t r a i n s can s t a r t r e l i e v i n g t r a f f i c i n 1970, 

The t r a c k s are t h e r e . The B &. 0 runs to the same 

places as the proposed North C e n t r a l Freeway — Union S t a t i o n , 

S i l v e r Spring and then northwest to R o c k v i l l e and Gaithersburg. 

The Pennsylvania t r a c k s l i k e w i s e serve the 1-95 area of Mary­

land. Each i s today capable of a greater throughput of 

commuters than the expressway may c a r r y years from now. To 

V i r g i n i a , the t r c cks run from Union S t a t i o n through Southwest 

to Alexandria and Franc:onia or S p r i n g f i e l d and Manassas. 

Commuter t r a i n s are v i t a l i n the i n t e r i m before Metro s t a r t s 

: and l a t e r to extend Metro s e r v i c e . A l l t h a t i s needed to begin 

moving commuters — D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s or D i s t r i c t workers — 

i s cooperation and modest amounts of f e d e r a l money. 

Maryland service, or V i r g i n i a s e r v i c e , can be 

s e p a r a t e l y conducted. Most e f f i c i e n t and u s e f u l would be 

through s e r v i c e - - t a k i n g Maryland commuters to the D i s t r i c t 

and D i s t r i c t commuters to V i r g i n i a i n one d i r e c t i o n , and 

V i r g i n i a to D. C. and D, C. to Maryland i n the other. 

On the V i r g i n i a end, we are making progress,, Byron 

Andrews^ my f e l l o w Delegate from F a i r f a x County, has introduced 

V i r g i n i a l e g i s l a t i o n t o permit the Northern V i r g i n i a Transpor­

t a t i o n Commission to c o n t r a c t f o r commuter r a i l s e r v i c e . • I 
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f o r parking and s t a t i o n s . Those powers have been requested 

by the l o c a l j u r i s d i c t i o n and together w i l l provide f o r 

ac t i o n by N.V.T.C. a t the V i r g i n i a end of commuter r a i l 

s e r v i c e . 

I e n v i s i o n the use of planned Metro s t a t i o n s f o r 

parking and as the t e r m i n a l s f o r feeder bus l i n e s . S t a t i o n 

c o s t s can be o f f s e t by lease of a i r r i g h t s f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n 

ever the s t a t i o n s . Some Metro s t a t i o n s are on e x i s t i n g r a i l 

l i n e s ; i n other ce.sas, s h u t t l e buses can meet the t r a i n s from 

s t a t i o n s a t fu t u r e Metro s i t e s . 

i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, p r i n c i p a l s t a t i o n s are 

in Southwest, where s t a t i o n space remains open on the t r a c k s 

i n the midst of f i v e f e d e r a l departments and at Union S t a t i o n , 

Loop buses, running i n both d i r e c t i o n s , have a l r e a d y been 

e s t a b l i s h e d touching these s t a t i o n s and downtown poi n t s . When 

the commuter t r a i n program begins express buses should meet 

these commuter t r a i n s a t Union S t a t i o n drawing from the p r i n c i ­

p a l r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the D i s t r i c t , f o r commuters t o subur­

ban j o b s . 

I hope t h a t Maryland w i l l again follow where V i r g i n i a 

l e a d s } by undertaking her end of commuter r a i l s e r v i c e . 

The D i s t r i c t of Columbia, through t h i s C o u n c i l , may • 

help implement commuter r a i l s . The Southwest s t a t i o n must-

remain a v a i l a b l e . Union S t a t i o n , w h i l e undergoing r e h a b i l i t a -
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t i o n , must be required to prov5.de f o r commuter t r a i n s and 

connecting express and loop buses. T h i s C o u n c i l , i n f a c t , i s 

i n a key p o s i t i o n to cooperate w i t h the suburban t r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n commissions. 

Gentlemen, the suburbs and the c i t y have a common 

i n t e r e s t i n adequate r e g i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The proposed 

highways cannot and w i l l not be b u i l t i n time to hale f r a g ­

mentation of the metropolis, which i s i s o l a t i n g r e s i d e n t s of 

a l l areas from the places they would l i k e to work. Metro when 

b u i l t w i l l hold the area.together, but t h i s e f f e c t w i l l not be 

f e l t u n t i l the l a t e S e v e n t i e s . Commuter t r a i n s on e x i s t i n g •• 

r a i l s can meet our mutual needs now. Let us work together 

f o r e a r l y a c t i o n . 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MGORE: We are v e r y g r a t e f u l t o the delegate 

f o r presenting t h i s c o n s t r u c t i v e testimony here tonight, and we 

w i l l ask the Chairman of the C i t y Council i f he would l i k e t o 

comment or ask questions? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: Mr. Sutherland, we are very honored to 

have you here t o n i g h t . We continue from time to time to read 

about t h i s plan of the ''tracks." Do you have a comprehensive 

map showing the e x i s t e n c e of these r a i l l i n e s ? 

MR* SUTHERLAND; Mr. Hahn, between Richmond and Wash­

ington I don't have e l a b o r a t e d l y scheduled naps and what not. 

http://prov5.de
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These are a v a i l a b l e . As you cay, i t i s a v e r y complicated' 

problem. We have to pat together the pieces of the puzzle, 

suburban j u r i s d i c t i o n , suburban commissions, t h i s C o uncil, and 

more and more F e d e r a l p r o v i s i o n s . Some of the pieces are be­

ginning to f a l l together now. 

CHAIRMAN HAEN: Wel l , i t i s c e r t a i n l y a v e r y promis­

ing p r o j e c t and I applaude you fo r working on i t . 

MR. SUTEERLAND; The big th i n g about the commuter 

t r a i n s i s t h a t they are cheap and they are s w i f t . They do 

i t q u i c k l y and arc cheap. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSONs Mr. Sutherland, I want t o 

compliment you on your - report - and thank you, s i r . ' 

MR. SUTHERLAND: Thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Lou Robinson, Urban Planner, 

D0C.T.C. 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. LOU ROBINSON, URBAN PLANNER, 

D.C.T.C., APPROACHED TEE MICROPHONE, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT 

AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. ROBINSON: A l l r i g h t ? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: You are v e r y welcome here* s i r . 

MR. ROBINSON: Thank you. The f i r s t t h i n g I would 



l i k e to do i s to r e g i s t e r r. p r o t e s t and t h a t i s to t h i s k i n d 

of f a s c i s t environment t h a t these hearings are being conducted 

under. I r e a l l y detest t h i s k i n d of p o l i c e t a c t i c s - gestapo 

po l i c e t a c t i c s t h a t you are doing. 

As you e n t e r , they question you and ask f o r your 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , and they ask f o r cards as you enter t h i s H a l l . 

I see p o l i c e l i n i n g the c o r r i d o r s of the Hearing Chamber. 

I f there i s a s m a l l c i t i z e n r y outcry from the Chambers 

the p o l i c e surge i n as a p s y c h o l o g i c a l suppresant. Even the 

r e a c t i o n a r y news media f o r the past few days has t o l d of, • quote, 

" t i g h t s e c u r i t y guard," unquote, a t the freeway hearings t o 

counteract any p o s s i b i l i t y of v i o l e n c e . T h i s was an a c t u a l 

news rep o r t from W G M S radio? a l l day Tuesday, too. And how 

did t h i s statement come about? Well, i t i s r e a l l y very simple. 

F i r s t , you take your press r e l e a s e from Reverend Moore on 

Monday morning expressing the need f o r adequate p o l i c e protec­

t i o n i n the Council Chambers, the need to contain possible 

v i o l e n c e and the r a t i o n a l e behind t h i s , based on previous en­

counters. Secondly, you take a UPI summary about the need f o r 

heavy p o l i c e force a t D, C. C o u n c i l Freeway Hearings. T h i r d l y , 

you add a l i t t l e media sensc;tionalisra, coupled w i t h t h e i r own 

hang-ups, plugged i n , and you get, quote, " t i g h t s e c u r i t y guard 

a t tonight's C i t y C o u n c i l Freeway Hearings to suppress any 

p o s s i b i l i t y of v i o l e n c e t h a t may occur. as did l a s t .August 9th 

i n the same C i t y C o uncil Chamber." I a l s o p r o t e s t the f a c t that 



28 

these hearings are being held here i n t h i s b u i l d i n g . We a l l 

know t h a t they r i g h t l y should be held i n the neighborhoods, 

schools, churches, and community c e n t e r s — i n the areas most 

a f f e c t e d . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. ROBINSON: I t i s an obvious Council s t r a t e g y to 

suppress the " s i n " by r e q u i r i n g us t o come to a f a s c i s t en™ 
i 

vironment such as we have here. I t i s a l s o a Council s t r a t e g y 

to suppress information by not a c t i v e l y disseminating informa­

t i o n i n t o the community by not holding community review session;; 

and by not a c t i v e l y using the newspaper media to show graphic­

a l l y what t h i s highway i s a l l about. 

I f a l l adds up to a v e r y simple s t r a t e g y ; beep i n ­

formation, education and communication to a minimum. Therefore, 

you w i l l minimise c i t i z e n r y r e a c t i o n to your program. The 

people i n the C i t y w i l l not t o l e r a t e your breed f a s c i s m , so 
• 

beware' 

I come here tonight to ash you to r e j e c t the v a r i o u s 

freeway proposals before you. The b a s i s f o r t h i s i s t h a t the 

proposed freeway plan w i l l f u r t h e r add to an overwhelming hous­

ing c r i s i s i n the C i t y and the region. In February or March of 

1969 your Housing Committee, under the Chairmanship of Mr. 

Y e l d e l l , held a s e r i e s of hearings t o assess the D i s t r i c t ' s 

| housing problems, i t s s u p p l i e s , i t s resources and i t s needs. . 
; T h i s s t r a t e g y was w e l l taken; t h a t i s , while under d i r e c t i 
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Congressional pressure t o change year d e c i s i o n s you dramatised 

the most e f f e c t i v e way yea could where the r e a l p r i o r i t i e s are 

and how the freeway system does not help our b a s i c housing 

problem, but adds to i t . . 

Let me j u s t r e i t e r a t e some of your major f i n d i n g s on 

housing conditions and needs and a l s o to r e f u t e much of the 

testimony of Mr. Crocker who t e s t i f i e d a t Tuesday's meeting, 

from the C e n t r a l r e l o c a t i o n Bureau: 

"What are seme of the housing needs of the C i t y ? Usin 

r e n t a l housing cost as a standard, Washington's t o t a l , house­

hold population i n c l u d i n g both r e n t e r s and homeowners i s 

di v i d e d almost h a l f and h a l f between a f f l u e n c e and poverty. 

That i s , 50.1% of the C i t y ' s population would be able t o 

a f f o r d ; and 49.9% would not be able t o a f f o r d sound, uncrowded, 

privately-owned r e n t a l housing." 
i 

Whit we are t a l k i n g about i s t h a t 400,000 people i n 

t h i s C i t y cannot a f f o r d market r a t e housing„• T h i s poverty 

se c t o r of 49.9% can be di v i d e d i n t o four (4) c a t e g o r i e s : 

Number ore, 13% of Washington's t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n — 

t h a t i s 103 s000 people—have income which exceeds the maximum 

allowable f o r admittance to P u b l i c Housing but they are too 

poor t o a f f o r d sound, uncrowded, privately-owned r e n t a l housing 

Another 22% of Washington's t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n — t h a t i s , 

176,000 p e o p l e — w i l l be e l i g i b l e f o r Pu b l i c Housing as w e l l as 

f o r the Pent Supplement Program and w i l l be able to pay the 
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minimum r e n t a l s f o r the NCH housing. 8% of Washington's 

t o t a l population—64,000 people—would be e l i g i b l e f o r pu b l i c 

housing on the b a s i s of need but they are too poor to a f f o r d 

the minimum r e n t a l s charged by NCHA. 

Another 3% of Washington's t o t a l population-—24,000 

people—-are unrelated i n d i v i d u a l s who are not e l d e r l y and who 

are too poor to a f f o r d sound, privately-owned r e n t a l housing. 

Therefore, t a k i n g as a minimum: A minimum of 9 1 % 

low-income r e n t a l households comprising a population of 269,000 

p e r s o n s — t h a t i s 37% of Washington's t o t a l population—'are e l i ­

g i b l e f o r or need a s s i s t a n c e t o occupy sound, uncrowded housing 

i n the C i t y a t r e n t a l s t h a t they can a f f o r d . 

A maximum of 133,000 households, comprising a popula­

t i o n of 445,000 p e o p l e — t h a t i s 62% of Washington's t o t a l 

p o p u l a t i o n — a r e e l i g i b l e or need a s s i s t a n c e to occupy sound, 

uncrowded housing i n the C i t y a t r e n t a l s they can eifford. 

T h i s maximum: Add 61,000 low-income homeowners and 

moderate income r e n t a l households having undetermined and raargi 

n a l household heeds, these are minimum e s t i m a t e s . 

No-;, what are some of the c u r r e n t l y a s s i s t i n g housing 

resources t h a t are a v a i l a b l e ? That i s , i n Washington? Well, 

the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l Housing A u t h o r i t y i s p r e s e n t l y a s s i s t i n g 
8,900 f a m i l i e s . The 221 — Program c u r r e n t l y has i n operation 

424 u n i t s — c h a t ' s only 424; With 173 under c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Okay, t h i s means a l l the housing subsidy programs i n Washington 



are c u r r e n t l y a s s i s t i n g only 9,358 low and moderate income 

r e n t a l households comprising a population of 45,000 people. 

That i s only 6% of the t o t a l population i n the C i t y . 

Over the next decade NCHA W i l l only b u i l d 3500 

a d d i t i o n a l p u b l i c housing u n i t s . T h i s s i t u a t i o n i s most acute 

f o r f a m i l i e s needing three or more bedrooms. But only 1600 

u n i t s of these s i r e s w i l l probably be included. 

P u b l i c Housing c l e a r l y cannot meet the demand f o r 

housing by Washington's low-income f a m i l i e s . Furthermore, i t 

i s not l i k e l y to do so as long as HCHA i s l i m i t e d by law to' 

confine i t s operations i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

How, the 221-D3 Housing Program subsidy has had v e r y 

l i t t l e success, w i t h the amount of FHA red-tape and the obvious 

high c o s t of C i t y land. What does a l l t h i s mean? 

Weil , poor f a m i l i e s are responding t o Washington * s 

housing shortage by doubling and overcrowding; by l i v i n g i n 

s t r u c t u r a l l y substandard housing; by sharing or doing without 

e s s e n t i a l f a c i l i t i e s ; by farming out t h e i r c h i l d r e n whenever 

they can; by denying t h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n e x i s t to landlords 

and p u b l i c of f i c i e - . l s ; by paying r e n t s which are high compared 

to income so they must s a c r i f i c e other l i v i n g n e c e s s i t i e s ; 

and by l i v i n g without d i g n i t y and p r i v a c y . 

The housing needs a n a l y s i s shows that more than 100,00C 

c h i l d r e n are growing up i n Washington now under one or more 

housing conditions which c r e a t e p s y c h o l o g i c a l , s o c i a l and medi-
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c a l impairments t h a t make s a t i s f a c t o r y home-life d i f f i c u l t or 

a p r a c t i c a l i m p o s s i b i l i t y . 

The s o c i a l cost of the housing shortage i n wasted 

human resources a^e being accompanied by g r e a t e r need and 

g r e a t e r p u b l i c cost f o r many general w e l f a r e s e r v i c e s i n the 

C i t y . 

Qf e q u a l l y groat concern i s the mergence of a s o c i o ­

l o g i c a l ghetto w i t h i n a r a c i a l concentration i n Washington. 

Washington's t o t a l population i s i n c r e a s i n g now, and 

a t the same time the white population i s continuing to move. .-

out of the C i t y . 

O f f s e t t i n g t h i s net l o s s of the white population, 

Washington's black population i s continuing t o grow through 

n a t u r a l i n crease i n migration. One r e s u l t of t h i s population 

exchange: t h a t s k i l l and earning l e v e l s of a s i s e a b l e proportion 

of those t h a t l i v e i n Washington are being lowered at the same 

time t h a t housing c o s t s aire i n c r e a s i n g . Some neighborhoods i n 

Washington, now are being improved p h y s i c a l l y mainly by new 

b r i v a t e housing developments and by private market redevelopment 

and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . However, p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of these improve­

ments are being made f o r a f f l u e n t populations. New P u b l i c 

Housing i s being b u i l t i n the C i t y but o v e r a l l the C i t y ' s low-

r e n t -housing supply i s being diminished by publ i c and p r i v a t e 

.uarket removals and by r e n t - p r i c e movements; t h a t i t ' s i n c r e a s i n g 

housing r e n t a l s and p r i c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h r i s i n g land v a l u e s . 



•The poor are being squeezed by changes of growing low—income 

demands, r i s i n g housing c o s t s , and a diminishing supply of 

housing a v a i l a b l e , to them. 

Both p h y s i c a l and occupancy conditions of housing 

occupied by the poor are worsening and the poor are being 

s h i f t e d g e o g r a p h i c a l l y w i t h i n the C i t y mainly by the p r i v a t e 

market placements. As a r e s u l t the neighborhoods are d e c l i n i n g 

r a p i d l y . I n s h o r t , slums are being s h i f t e d w i t h Iow-inco:-ne 

f a m i l i e s ; t h a t public and p r i v a t e renewal and new c o n s t r u c t i o n 

are not beeping up w i t h r e s i d e n t i a l g y r a t i o n i n Washington 

because of the pressure of the housing needs. , 

Therefore, I propose a recommendation to Congress, by 

you, t h a t you e l i m i n a t e the Worth Central Freeway; e l i m i n a t e 

the Worth Leg of the Inner Loop; and e l i m i n a t e the E a s t Leg 

on Bladensburg Avenue. 

These here (3} three roots having the most d e t r i ­

mental a f f e c t on housing supply and resources. 

I a l s o recommend immediate c e s s a t i o n of c o n s t r u c t i o n 

a c t i v i t y on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and the E a s t Leg of the 

Inner Loop from Interchange C t o Bladensburgh E:>ad; e l i m i n a t i o n 

of the South Leg of the Inner- Loop and e l i m i n a t i o n of the 

Potomac R i v e r Freeway from a l l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n plans. 

T h i s w i l l r e s u l t a saving to the C i t y of around $50 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , which i s Q% of the proposed 1970 Budget. T h i s 
$50 m i l l i o n could be spent on b u i l d i n g 2500 housing u n i t s , whicl 
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would house about 10,000 people. Thank you, 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thanh you ve r y much. 

MR. ROBIN-SON: I have one question. Since Mr. 

Y e l d e l l i s not h e r s , I would l i k e to ask t h i s of Mr. Hahnt 

At Tuesday's s e s s i o n , i n h i s co n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h 

C h a r l e s C a s s e l l , he mentioned t h a t t h i s " i s a new b a l l game," 

and t h a t h i s d e c i s i o n 'August 9th' was an "old b a l l game;" 

t h a t t h i s i s "a ne.v b a l l game, " Mr. Hahn, do you agree w i t h 

t h i s ? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: I don't remember the exchange you 

r e f e r t o . 

MR. ROEIN3ON: Well, he was r e f e r r i n g to h i s d e c i s i o n 

of August 9th, being t h a t c e r t a i n pressures, i n s i d e and out­

s i d e , forced him to make a d e c i s i o n . But now, 7 or 8 months 

l a t e r he c a l l s a "new b a l l game?" I n other words, i s t h i s a 

d i f f e r e n t s e t of standards? I n other words, we don't have the 

bla c k m i l l ever us, or Congressional pressure? I s i t a new 

b a l l gams? I t h i n k you can answer t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: You have made your point. But I , 

-would say the answer to your question i s t h i s i s a hearing i n 

connection w i t h the 23(c) requirement of the Congress t h a t we 

report on these p r o j e c t s by February the 23rd. 

MR. ROBINSON: I t ' s a ve r y e v a s i v e answer, s i r . 

Would you be more s p e c i f i c , Mr, Chairman? Reverend Moore, 



could you answer chat question? Do we s t i l l have "black m i l l " 

p r essures? Do we have the Congressional s t r i n g s over us? 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: No. 

MR. ROBINSON3. Can you make independent d e c i s i o n s ? 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Unfortunately, Mr. C a s s e l l i s not 

present to i n t e r p r e t what he meant by th a t statement. 

MR. ROBINSON: I am t r y i n g to i n t e r p r e t what Mr. 

Y e l d e l l mace. 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: I don't remember the statement. 

MR. ROBINSON: You don't remember the statement? 

CEAIEHhH MOORE: And the one you s a i d t h a t Mr. C a s s e l l 

made and I am not able to comment on what someone e l s e s a i d 

when they are not here to i n t e r p r e t what they s a i d f o r them­

s e l v e s . I would pr e f e r t h a t you d i r e c t t h a t i n q u i r y to the 

person that s a i d i t because they would be able to t e l l you what 

they meant, when I can't. 

MR, ROBINSON: Well, where i s Mr. Y e l d e l l ? I s he on 

the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: I cannot answer t h a t question because 

I don't know. 

MR. ROBINSON; You don't know. Okay. I s Mr. Y e l d e l l 

on the Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Yes. 

MR. ROBINSON: I s t h i s the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Hearing? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Yes. 



MR* ROBINSON: Xs Mrs. Shackletoa or? the Tran s p o r t a ­

t i o n C ommittee ? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Yes. Mr. Robinson, thank you ver y 

much f o r your testimony. Yon have' done a b e a u t i f u l job. 

MR. ROBINSON: Oh, another point I -canted to br i n g up: 

I j u s t heard today t h a t you v.?ill not be holding the Monday 

night review s e s s i o n . I s that t r u e ? 

CHAIRMAN MOOES: T h i s i s the f i n a l hearing i n t h i s 

s e r i e s . 

MR. ROBINSON: T h i s i s the f i n a l one. Therefore, 

Monday Mr. A i r i s w i l l no.'; come bach f o r a hash se s s i o n w i t h you 

and the c i t i z e n s - a question-review-cession? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: I have answered your question, 

Mr. Robinson. 

MR, ROBINSON: T h i s i s the f i n a l ? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: T h i s i s the f i n a l s e s s i o n . 

MR. RD31N60N: I n your l e g a l notice i t says t h a t 

Monday w i l l be another s e s s i o n — as a review s e s s i o n — and i t 

i s here i n the l e g a l n o t i c e p a r t . Can you c l a r i f y t h i s , or 

are you c o n t r a d i c t i n g your l e g a l n o t i c e , or what? I don't 

understand t h i s e i t h e r . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Robinson, I j u s t gave you an an­

swer: t h i s i s the FINAL s e s s i o n . ' 

MR. ROBINSON: T h i s i s the f i n a l s e s s i o n . Okay, then 

you a r e . 



CHAIRMAN MOORS: Than}; you ve r y k i n d l y . 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: The Reverend Joe L. Gipson, Pastor, 

F r a n k l i n . P. Hush United Methodist Church, 
(no response) 
REPORTER'S MOTE: (Loud comment from the audience, 

apparently coming from Mr. Abbott, a spe c t a t o r , } 

A VOICE: Reverend Moore, I would l i k e to know why 

he bus t o leave? 

REPORTER'S NOTE: (F u r t h e r loud comments from Mr. 

Abbott, a spec t a t o r . ) 

A VOICE: He hasn't s a i d anything. 

REPORTER'S MOTE: (At t h i s point, Reverend Moore, 

Chairman Hahn, and Dr. Robinson, conferred a t the bench.) 

L a t e r , an o f f i c i a l guard came i n and s t a t e d t h a t there was a 

'•'slight misunderstanding. " Reverend Moore s t a t e d t h a t the 

proceedings would not continue u n t i l Mr. Abbott returned t o 

the Chamber. Mr. Abbott returned to the Chamber and the 

proceedings continued as f o l l o w s : ) 
MR. ABBOTT: A l l r i g h t , I ' l l be q u i e t . 
CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Mark F i e l d s , A l l Souls Church 

S o c i a l R e s p o n s i b i l i t y Committee? 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. MARK FIELDS, 

ALL SOULS CHURCH SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY COMMITTEE, TOOK THE 

WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. FIELDS: I am appearing on behalf of the S o c i a l 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y Committee of the A l l Souls U n i t a r i a n Church a t 
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l o t h and Harvard S t r e e t s , Northwest. I n studying the freeway 

and highway problem. . . 

REPORTER 1S NOTE: (At t h i s point a spectator stood 

and addressed the Coun c i l . ) 

A SPECTATOR: X b e l i e v e I was supposed to be next. 

Reverend Moore. 

CK-iIRMALT MOORE: I beg your pardon, s i r . 

A SPECTATOR: I M l w a i t . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: I apologise to you. I th i n k what • 

happened r a t h e r threw me o f f . I had i t i n mind but i t s l i p p e d 

my mind a f t e r the l i t t l e i n c i d e n t . I f you are agreeable, s i r , 

s i n c e the witness i s hero - i s i t a l l r i g h t f o r him to continue 

and you w i l l be c a l l e d next? 

A SPECTATOR; Yes, s i r . 

M R . FIELDS: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: A l l r i g h t , s i r , would you please 

continue. You are a "very welcome w i t n e s s " here tonight. 

M R . FIELDS: Thank you, s i r . I observed that i n the 

operation of Government bodies there i s a c e r t a i n tendency 

toward i n e r t i a ? a tendency to do what has been done before. 

There are Highway departments i n exi s t e n c e which plan highways 

and they are composed of planners who are t r a i n e d i n th a t en­

deavor so,they continue planning highways,, And we are t o l d that 

there i s a need f o r a balance between highways and something 

e l s e ; namely, the subway. But i t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h i s 



39 

Co u n c i l i n making a recommendation t o the Congress, to take an 

o v e r a l l look a t the problem and not say we have to have a 

balance,we have to have t h i s , and we have t o have t h a t , but, 

i n s t e a d , what i s needed and what i s p r a c t i c a l , bow, what i s 

needed i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The question i s , " I s i t p r a c t i c a l 

t o b r i n g more and more and more automobile i n t o Washington?" 

I s t h a t going t o meet the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs of people who 

work and people who t r a v e l f o r other reasons? 

I t seems to us t h a t the congestion t h a t you observe 

i n downtown Washington and many other areas of Washington -

ought t o demonstrate t h a t b r i n g i n g more automobiles i n i s not 

the answer. The subway probably i s the answer. 

We observe t h a t a subway l i n e i s planned to S i l v e r 

Spring along the alignment, of the BdO t r a c k s . Now the Highway 

Department t e l l us t h a t they want to b u i l d a f r e e w a y — a super­

h i g h w a y — r i g h t along those t r a c k s , c l o s e to them, before the 

subway i s b u i l t before you have a chance to see how w e l l the 

subway i s going t o do i n bri n g i n g i n people from S i l v e r Spring 

t o Washington. 

Furthermore, c o n s t r u c t i n g t h i s North C e n t r a l Freeway 

i s going t o compete w i t h the subway f o r business, which the sub 

way needs to be s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . Experience has demonstrated 

that.many commuters—most commuters, perhaps, w i l l choose to 

d r i v e t h e i r own c a r s , i f they have a chance. The p o l i c y 

question t h a t you ought t o ask yourselves is,"Should you give 
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t i o n which i s h o p e l e s s l y overcrowding downtown Washington a l ­

ready?" Because, the experience i s t h a t commuters from p a r t s 

of t h i s D i s t r i c t and from V i r g i n i a -and from M a r y l a n d — i f they 

have a choice, they l i k e the f l e x i b i l i t y of the automobile and 

whatever ego r a m i f i c a t i o n s i t . g i v e s them to d r i v e i t , I guess, 

and they w i l l take c a r s i f you b u i l d freeways, perhaps, even 

though a subway i s t h e r e . I s t h a t w i s e ? i s t h a t d e s i r a b l e ? 

Do you want an ever i n c r e a s i n g number of ca r s brought i n t o 

downtown Washington? The cinswer has got to be, "You don't want 

freeways t o b r i n g c a r s i n f o downtown Washington i n t h a t manner? 

you want to g i v e the subway a chance." 

Furthermore, the Worth C e n t r a l Freeway and the remain-

ing portions of the .Inner: Loop which are contained i n the 

report from the Highway Department to you, are going t o have 

the e f f e c t of c a r r y i n g a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of t h r o u g h - t r a f f i c 

through Washington which ought to go around Washington. I t i s 

the most i n c o n s i s t e n t t h i n g i n the world f o r Mr. A i r i s t o t e l l 

you i n h i s report t h a t he I s f i g h t i n g p o l l u t i o n by b r i n g througi 

t r a f f i c from the .south to the north, through Washington, i n ­

stead of l e t t i n g i t go around on the beltway where i t belongs. 

The Freeway concept, i t seems to us., properly belongs 

to Inter-City-Highways, from one beltway to another; from the 

Washington Beltway t o the Baltimore Beltway but not through con­

gested c i t i e s . Furthermore, we have heard a great d e a l 
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e x p e c i a l l y i n the past year about p r o t e c t i n g our environment". 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t the subways, underground, o f f e r s a reasonable 

s e n s i b l e approach to p r o t e c t i n g our environment. For you, 

before the subway i s b u i l t , to give these people a choice of 

d r i v i n g t h e i r c a r s i n t o downtown Washington would be t o s t u l ­

t i f y the subway and to r u i n cur environment. 

You should consider the e f f e c t of those proposed f r e e ­

ways, which are l i m i t e d access and which are l i k e Chinese . 

w a i l s * t h a t we w i l l have i n the neighborhoods t h a t they pass 

through. At the present time, neighborhoods are v i a b l e and -

they are i n t e g r a t e d , shall!we say, because there are c r o s s -
t 

s t r e e t s , people can get from, ore area to another. These f r e e ­

ways and sunken tranches w i t h infrequent c r o s s i n g s , w i t h i n ­

frequent entrances are going to destroy the neighborhoods they 

pass through—-not only the block t h a t i s t o r n down but they are 

going t o create deadend s t r e e t s ? they are going to c r e a t e dead­

end s t r e e t s w i t h conditions t h a t can only breed crime. They 

are going to c r e a t e s t r e e t s t h a t w i l l be under a big Chinese 

w a l l or d i t c h or what not, people don't go through, people 

don't c i r c u l a t e , t r a f f i c doesn't c i r c u l a t e , and you have a 

stagnant c o n d i t i o n . So, the e f f e c t of these freeways has to 

be considered not only i n terms of the housing they d i s p l a c e 

and the businesses they d i s p l a c e . You have to consider whether 

freeways l i k e t h i s belong i n l i v i n g neighborhoods. You have to 

consider thecbadling e f f e c t of freeways t h a t are elevated or dug 
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w i l l have on the neighborhoods ana on the l i v e s of people who 

now c r o s s the route, which i s going to become impassable .when 

tha t freeway i s b u i l t . 

We f e e l t h a t , Mr. Chairman and Members of the Council* 

a balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i s not g i v i n g the subway 

proponents what they want and g i v i n g the highway proponents 

what they want and thereby t r y i n g t o s a t i s f y everybody,, A 

balanced s o l u t i o n i s seeing what i s needed and "what i s the most 

e f f i c i e n t way of ac h i e v i n g t h a t . And i f you w i l l observe r u s h -

hour t r a f f i c , w i t h a s u b s t a n t i a l percentage of c a r s loaded w i t h 

passengers, but another s u b s t a n t i a l percentage containing only 

a d r i v e r , and you t h i n k about the North C e n t r a l Freeway bringinc 

thousands of more c a r s l i k e t h a t i n t o downtown Washington—in 

d i r e c t competition w i t h the subway r i g h t next to i t — y o u w i l l 

r e a l i s e what e f f e c t t h i s w i l l have on downtown Washington. Now, 

the Highway Depart/sent attempts to sweeten t h i s unpalpable p i l l 

w i t h a number of supposed remedies which, on examination, t u r n 

out t o be i m p r a c t i c a l or v e r y , v e r y poorly thought out. They 

r e a l i s e t h a t they are going t o b r i n g too many c a r s i n t o down­

town Washington, but they say, "We are going t o r e s t r i c t parking 

W e l l , why wasn't parking r e s t r i c t e d years ago? And 

how p r a c t i c a l i s i t to r e s t r i c t parking? Our courts uphold the 

r i g h t s of property owners t o reasonable use of t h e i r property. 

And when property owners come t o the proper a u t h o r i t i e s i n the 
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C i t y Government ana they ask f o r coning f o r parking lo t s , . a n d 

so f o r t h , i s the C i t y Government i n a p o s i t i o n t o refuse them? 

Would i t be l e g a l ? And w i l l Congress pass a u t h o r i t y t o deny 

these landowners the r i g h t t o have parking l o t s ? I t hasa * t 

happened y e t . And, as p r a c t i c a l men, you can't r e a l l y b e l i e v e 

t h a t i t i s going t o happen. 

The b r i n g i n g of massive numbers of c a r s i n t o downtown 

Washington i s going to c r e a t e i r r e s i s t i b l e pressures f o r parking 

f o r those c a r s , and i t doesn't make sense f o r the Highway 

Department to say, "We are b u i l d i n g Freeways so t h a t more 

v e h i c l e s can come downtown but we are not going.to g i v e theim any 

place t o park." i f the Highway Department doesn't want them 

parked here then why b r i n g them down? Why can't people from 

S i l v e r Spring take the subway? 

Mr. Chairman, I submit t h a t another reason t h a t the 

Highway Department g i v e s f o r these freeways has been disproved 

by the days of hearings t h a t you have had. You s t a t e d t h a t t o ­

day i s the f i n a l cay of these h e a r i n g s . The Highway Department 

has t r i e d t o balance people on one' s t r e e t i n the C i t y a g a i n s t 

another by s a y i n g , . " B u i l d these freeways and take the pressure 

off unnamed s t r e e t s in the C i t y , presumably l i k e 13th S t r e e t , 

which are now used as freeways from S i l v e r Spring—one-way i n 

the morning,, During the days of hearings t h a t you have had 

have you heard r e s i d e n t s of 13th S t r e e t and the other s t r e e t s 

here t h a t are used as freeways from Montgomery County, coming in 
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t h e i r neighborhood? Mo, you haven't. They know t h a t these 

freeways would ds stroy the environment of t h i s C i t y and t h e i r 

neighborhoods• And the people f o r whom the Highway Department 

i s c l a i m i n g t o help by! g e t t i n g t h i s t r a f f i c o f f the e x i s t i n g 

s t r e e t s are not asking you to b u i l d a freeway. They who l i v e 

here on those s t r e e t s have a more s e n s i b l e view than the High­

way Department and they know t h a t these' freeways would mess up 

t h i s c i t y more than the e x i s t i n g t r a f f i c p a t t e r n would. And 

th a t i s why you haven't heard c i t i z e n s supporting what Mr. A i r i s 

says on page 4 of h i s statement, t h a t i t would take t r a f f i c o f f 

t h e i r s t r e e t s . They know b e t t e r . The subway w i l l take t r a f f i c 

o f f t h e i r s t r e e t s , and t h a t ' s what needed. 

Mr. Chairman, the Government has a l r e a d y b u i l t miles 

of highways and freeways i n the c i t y and i n v a r i o u s c i t i e s of 

the country, such as San F r a n c i s c o and Hew Orleans. People have 

s a i d — p e o p l e have come t o t h e i r s e n s e s — y o u j u s t can't keep 

b u i l d i n g concrete freeways through c i t i e s and expect the c i t i e s 

t o be pleasant places t o l i v e . And the same thing has got t o 

happen here. Thank you. 

THE AOD33NCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, Mr. F i e l d s , f o r your 

testimony. Chairman Hahn, do you have questions? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Chairman Robinson? 
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CHAIRMAN MOORE: Chairman Robinson? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORii;: I would l i k e to welcome Councilman 

Haywood i n t o the hearing. Councilman Haywood, have you comment 

or questions? 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions, 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Now the gentleman who I f a i l e d t o 

c a l l ~«< whose name I f a i l e d t o c a l l Mr. W i l l i a m Buchanan, 

Foggy Bottom A s s o c i a t i o n . I apologise f o r omitting your name, 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. WILLIAM BUCHANAN., ; 

FOGGY BOTTOM ASSOCIATION, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED 

IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. BUCHANAN: Before I giv e my testimony I would 

l i k e t o once again r e g i s t e r a complaint against t h a t map 

r i g h t behind you* I t i n d i c a t e s t h a t freeways have been b u i l t 

a l l over the Metropolitan area when i n f a c t a t l e a s t h a l f of 

the freeways on t h a t map are i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia,,, and 

three (3) of the four (4) i n the Metropolitan area have not 

been b u i l t , • , 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR, BUCHANAN: So i n f a c t - - s o t h a t i n f a c t we are. 

way ahead the r e s t of the Metropolitan area i n doing our so-

c a l l e d "duty" to the road b u i l d e r s i n t h i s country. 

I am W i l l i a m Buchanan and I speak f o r the Concerned 
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C i t i z e n s of Foggy Bottom—-not the Foggy Bottom a s s o c i a t i o n which 

t e s t i f i e d yesterday. There have been q u i t e a few mixups. I 

am a l s o a member of the Emergency Committee on the T r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n C r i s i s * I would l i k e t o say a t the outset t h a t we oppose 

a l l freeways i n the D i s t r i c t . I w i l l emphasize, however, the 

North and South .Legs of the Inner Loop Freeway. 

Let us look a t the North Leg. You have maps there 

( i n d i c a t i n g ) ; d i v i d i n g the Highway Department's "shaded a r e a " 

i n t o the K S t r e e t to P S t r e e t business area and the ? S t r e e t 

t o u S t r e e t "redevelopment a r e a . " 

One: There i s only one k i n d of road which w i l l 

s a t i s f y the Highway Department's projected t r a f f i c needs of 

130,000 c a r s per day, s a t i s f y the Bureau of P u b l i c Roads' r e ­

quirement f o r the cheapest route, and s a t i s f y the demands of 

s a f e t y , and t h a t i s an e i g h t - l a n e open tr e n c h road whose r i g h t 

of way width would r e q u i r e the t a k i n g of h a l f a block vzide 

swath of b u i l d i n g s . For obvious-economic reasons, then, t h i s 

road could only be located i n the s o - c a l l e d "redevelopment 

a r e a * " 

Two: Construction of roads under K S t r e e t or under 

each of two p a r a l l e l s t r e e t s would be p r o h i b i t i v e l y expensive 

—« the "cheapest" being K S t r e e t , which by some estimates 

would cost $200,300.000,. 

Three: Construction of t h i s road could only "bring 

people downtown" i f b u i l t i n the redeveloped area, because there 
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i s no room i n the business area f o r ramps., Even then r e p o r t s 

show people would coma downtown to -work and congest but not t o 

make purchases. 

Four: 1 would l i k e you t o p i c t u r e i n your mind an 

accident a t 8:30 Mi i n v o l v i n g a g a s o l i n e t r u c k located about 

one mile down a two-and-one-half mile closed tunnel i n c l o s e 

p r o x i m i t y t o a v e n t i l a t i o n s h a f t sucking up tons of a i r per 

minute. 

F i v e : Construction i n the business area would d i s -

rupt the r i c h e s t business s e c t i o n i n town. I n the December, 

1969 hearings, 46 businesses and business groups t e s t i f i e d 

f o r a l l freeways except t h a t 33 s p e c i f i c a l l y opposed the K 

S t r e e t Tunnel *—25 c a l l i n g i n s t e a d f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the 

F l o r i d a Avenue U S t r e e t c o r r i d o r . These included the Board 

of Trade, the Board of R e a l t o r s and the D. C. Trucking 

A s s o c i a t i o n . We welcome the d e f e c t i o n a t these hearings of the 

Connecticut Avenue A s s o c i a t i o n and the S t e r l i n g Laundry from 

t h i s monolith. Cn the other hand, c o n s t r u c t i o n along U S t r e e t 

would, according t o Highway Department f i g u r e s , d i s p l a c e over 

6,000 persons and over 2,000 j o b s . But t h a t ' s only the be* 

ginning. The freeway-induced auto t r a f f i c combined w i t h ramps 

would make of the area south of U S t r e e t one v a s t parking l o t , 

and a r e a l e s t a t e s p e c u l a t o r ' s paradise. 

I want you t o hear t h i s , Mr. Hahn: 
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and most i r r e p l a c e a b l e resources — low income housing. 

S i x : Furthermore, there are p h y s i c a l o b s t a c l e s t o 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of crosstown roads: 

L S t r e e t - 2 subways and the Washington Post 

M S t r e e t - 2 subways and the Thomas C i r c l e Tunnel 

N S t r e e t - 2 subways and the Scott C i r c l e Tunnel 

O S t r e e t - Bees not cut through 

P S t r e e t - 2 subways and Dupont C i r c l e Tunnel 

Q S t r e e t «* 2 subways and Dupont C i r c l e Tunnel 

R, S, T, U S t r e e t s •» 2 subways, m o r a l i t y , firebombs 

and despair,, 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

Seven: Need anything more be s a i d about p o l l u t i o n ? 

L e t ' s t r a v e l bach now t o Foggy Bottom a t item #4 

(25th and K S t s . ) on your maps. Here l i e s the i n t e r s e c t i o n of 

the Potomac Freeway and the Worth and West Legs of the Inner 

Loop Freeway. Ours i s a l r e a d y an area h e a v i l y i n f e s t e d w i t h 

c a r s and c a r routes., The projected roads w i l l add perhaps 

another 100 tons of p o l l u t a n t s per day t o our a r e a , not t o 

mention the added noise. Mr, Alan Boyd i n h i s r e v e a l i n g Con­

g r e s s i o n a l testimony of December 5, 1967 opposed the Throe 

S i s t e r s Bridge because i t would " t r a n s f e r a growing t r a f f i c jam 

from the V i r g i n i a s i d e of the Potomac to the interchange a t 

23th and K." We are not i n s e n s i t i v e to the evidence t h a t r e a l 
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e s t a t e s p e c u l a t o r s want those roads to destroy the remaining 

l i v a b i l i t y of our area i n order t o d r i v e out the homeowners 

and complete i t s a p a r t m e n t a l i s a t i o n . 

The p r e s e n t l y constructed West Leg i s now l i t t l e 

more than a ramp f o r E S t r e e t and the Theodore Roosevelt 

Memorial B r i d g e And w h i l e we are on the subj e c t of the "Teddy 

Roosevelt" Bridge, have noticed our p u b l i c works p r o j e c t s often 

wind up as a memorial t o great men. And t h i s , an ugly, 

p o l l u t i n g misplaced bridge, named a f t e r a great President 

and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t , one can only imagine f u t u r e p u b l i c works 

p r o j e c t s : THE NORTH LEG; THE MARTIN LUTH KING MEMORIAL 
i 

FREEWAY? THE ANDREW JACKSON SEWAGE TREATMENT CENTER* And, 

of course, the Highway Department has a l r e a d y planned f o r the 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL GAS CHAMBER r i g h t i n the midst 

of the Cherry Blossoms, providing any t o u r i s t s can l i v e through 

the f i l t h of an a d d i t i o n a l 6* GOO vehicles—5° 000 a d d i t i o n a l 

v e h i c l e s a day t o see them. The r e a l purpose of the West Leg 

of the Inner Loop i s t o l i n k the Three S i s t e r s Bridge to the 

South Leg. 1 t h i n k i t i s appropriate a t t h i s time,, then, t o 

denounce the Department's South Leg proposals. Let us t u r n i 

i n t h i s unholy s c r i p t u r e t o page 5 and read what the D i r e c t o r 

of the National Park S e r v i c e s a i d i n , quote, "endorsing the 

pl a n , " end quote presented a t i t s September 3rd, 1963 hearings 

on the South Leg: Ha s a i d : 

"We b e l i e v e the plan which, has been worked 
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Out between the Bureau of the Budget, the 

Nati o n a l Par:: S e r v i c e , the D i s t r i c t of Columbia , 

and the Bureau of P u b l i c Roads, can accomplish 

the necessary t r a f f i c needs and w i l l , i n f a c t , 

a l s o enhance the t r a f f i c c i r c u l a t i o n f o r the 

pari: usee and v i s i t o r t o the Nation's C a p i t a l ? • 

but most important, perhaps t h i s plan w i l l 

g i v e the Nation a, a park area w i t h e s t h e t i c 

q u a l i t i e s which i n many respects does not 

e x i s t a t the present time." 

You - w i l l f i n d c onsiderably d i f f i c u l t y , however, i n f i n d i n g out 

what ho s a i d a f t e r t h a t . And i t j u s t so happens, v e r y 

f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t I copied down some of the things he s a i d 

when 1 d i d get ahold of one of those hearings. I have not been 

able to gat ahold of a copy s i n c e . He said—-the D i r e c t o r — 

went on t o say t h a t , quote, ..while we would r a t h e r not 

see the Inner Loop go through the pari: a t a l l , I t h i n k i t has 

given us a l o t of thin g s we wouldn't have other-wise. I t h i n k 

i t i s a give and take proposition,' 3 end of quote. C l e a r l y , 

the D i r e c t o r thought he had made the best of a bad s i t u a t i o n . . 

J u s t as c l e a r l y , the Department has suggested, t h a t the d i r e c t o r 

was e n t h u s i a s t i c about the 1S53 plan and by extension t h e i r 

recommended Plan A . The Department might have t o l d us t h a t the 

then D i r e c t o r was Conrad Worth—-presently of the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission, who was quoted by the STAR—no 
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f r i e n d of the a n t i — f r e e w a y movement I might add—on November 

7, 1969 upon hearing of Plan As Quote, " I f you go ahead w i t h i t 

you w i l l i s o l a t e the T i d a l B a s i n and the cherry blossoms and 

you w i l l commit a n a t i o n a l d i s g r a c e , " end of quote. The Post 

quoted him as saying t h a t Plan A would, quote, "cut the pari: 

a l l to p i e c e s , " end of quote. T h i s i s the man t h a t they would 

have you b e l i e v e endorsed t h i s road. 

The proposal c a l l s f o r the present 40,000 v e h i c l e s 

per day a t 35 m i l e s per hour t o be augmented to 100,000 v e h i c l e 

per day a t 60 miles per hour and f o r t h i s we pay $65,000,000 

a t l e a s t f o r s t a r t e r s . I t - i s then suggested t h a t the c h e r r y 

blossoms and the t o u r i s t s who supposedly demand these freeways 

w i l l be saved from a s p h y x i a t i o n because "great s t r i d e s have 

been made by the automobile i n d u s t r y t o improve the i n t e r n a l 

combustion engine." 

These 109,000 v e h i c l e s a r e , of course, destined f o r 

e i t h e r Independence Avenue or the Southwest Freeway. Mr. A i r i s 

r e c e n t l y informed us t h a t t h a t road was a l r e a d y c a r r y i n g as 

many as 94,000 v e h i c l e s per day. T h i s road has yet to f e e l 

the e f f e c t s of another four-lane Potomac Crossing, the Center 

beg,, the Southwest Ex t e n s i o n and E a s t l e g , and now i t i s pro«* 

posed t h a t p o t e n t i a l l y another 1000,000 v e h i c l e s w i l l j o i n the 

equationJ Raven t h a t i n v e t e r a t e read b u i l d e r Frank Turner, 

known i n the business as "Bulldog" Turner, has c h a r a c t e r i s e d 

t h i s road as a "cannon" which w i l l l i t e r a l l y f i r e three lanes 



of t r a f f i c a t three lanes which are a l r e a d y on the expressway. 

I would l i k e t o make some recommendations concerning 

your predicament. 1 t h i n k the Co u n c i l has no a l t e r n a t i v e but 

to oppose a l l freeways i n the D i s t r i c t 0 

TBS AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. BUCHANAN: I t i s j u s t as c l e a r t h a t a s m a l l group 

of powerful congressmen are determined t h a t they s h a l l be b u i l t . 

I would l i k e t o suggest, t h e r e f o r e , a plan of a c t i o n — a plan 

of r e s i s t a n c e t h a t w i l l hold things o f f u n t i l the conscience or 

the r e a l i s m of the Congress w i l l permit t h e i r c a p i t u l a t i o n . 

One: Section 23 c l e a r l y permits you to recommend as 

you see f i t on the North and South Legs of the Inner Loop F r e e ­

way and the North C e n t r a l Freeway. So I urge you to recommend 

t h a t these freeways not be b u i l t —> c e r t a i n l y you have had 

i r r e f u t a b l e evidence t h a t they should not be b u i l t . 

Two: Budget hearings are coming up. You can r e f u s e to 

a l l o c a t e any more money f o r freeways and ins t e a d recommend money 

f o r use of e x i s t i n g r a i l s and purchase of the e n t i r e bus n e t ­

work. 

Three: J u s t as the president can sign l e g i s l a t i o n and 

appropriations and then refuse t o execute the laws and ref u s e 
• 

t o spend tha ap p r o p r i a t i o n , so you i n conjunction w i t h the Mayor 

can r e f u s e to b u i l d freeways and r e f u s e t o spend money on -roads.. 

Contrary t o what Mr. A i r i s t o l d you about weak-livered 

o f f i c i a l s — o r d i d he c a l l you (nervous n e l l i e s ? ) — g i v i n g i n t o 
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c i t i z e n s demands, i t i s Congress t h a t w i l l t e s t your l i v e r s , 

I urge you t o stand up t o t h a t t e s t . You stand l i k e Washington 

i n 1776, Martin Luther a t Worms, or Martin Luther -Wing a t 

Birmingham. You have the good fortune to stand before the eye 

of h i s t o r y before whose judgment f u t u r e congressional appoint­

ments, f u t u r e judgeships and s o f t retirements mean l i t t l e and 

courage means everything,, 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. BUCHANAN: I would l i k e t o c l o s e w i t h a statement 

by Henry David Thoreau: . 

"A MAN S I T S A3 MANY RISK AS HE RUNS. WE MUST 

. WALK CONSCIOUSLY ONLY PART WAY TOWARD OUR 

GOAL AND THEN LEAP IN THE DARK T O CUR SUCCESS." 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Buchanan, thank you f o r your 

v a r y f o r t h r i g h t testimony. Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Thank you, Mr. Buchanan. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Haywood? 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again, we thank you. 

MR. BUCHANAN: I would l i k e t o males one comment to 

Mr u Robinson. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Yes? 

MR. BUCHANAN: I don't t h i n k t h i s has been brought 

out. That the North C e n t r a l Freeway had s i x (6) lanes, u n t i l 
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i t meets 1-35, the Northeast Freeway, which has s i x (5) l a n e s ; 

and from there i t ' s e i g h t {£} lanes wide* That's a d e f i c i t of 

four {4} l a n e s . What's going to happen t o four {4} lanes of 

t r a f f i c ? i t i s going to become the M i s s o u r i Avenue Expressway, 

which they haven't been t a l k i n g about r e c e n t l y . E i t h e r t h a t 

or a monstrous t r a f f i c jam e a r l y morning and evening. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CEAXRMAK MOOES: Mr. Eugene Thompson, L a n i e r Heights 

A s s o c i a t i o n ? 

(no response) 

MR. THOMPSON: Herei 

WHEREUPON,' 

MR. EUGENE THOMPSON, 

LANIER HEIGHTS ASSOCIATION, TOON THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED 

IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Thompson, we are v e r y happy to 

welcome you t o the hearing t h i s evening. 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you. Before I s t a r t I .." 

j s h o u l d perhaps point out th a t w h i l e come of my f r i e n d s here are 

t o t a l l y opposed t o freeways I l i k e to t h i n k t h a t my testimony 

would f a l l i n t o the "breach," "when we are or i f we are forced 

t o have freeways,'" and t h a t t h i s would ha p p i l y be a semi-

reasonable compromise w i t h the freeway problem. 

I represent the L a n i e r Heights A s s o c i a t i o n , as t h e i r 

Co-chairman. Our boundaries are Adams M i l l Road, Columbia Road 
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and. Harvard S t r e e t , Northwest, 

Tonight 2 want t o propose a r a d i c a l s o l u t i o n t o the 

much debated and c o n t r o v e r s i a l North Leg or the inner Loop. 

I t seems t h a t no one but the commuter wants freeways 

i n general and the North Leg i n p a r t i c u l a r . Residents do not 

want t o be r e l o c a t e d and the businessmen do not want to have 

t h e i r businesses d i s r u p t e d . Therefore, the obvious s o l u t i o n 

i s t o so design the North Leg t h a t i t i s d e s i r a b l e . I b e l i e v e 

t h i s i s possibles 

Up to now, freeways have added nothing of p o s i t i v e 

v a l u e t o the ares of the c i t y where they have been b u i l t . 

But they should. 

For example, we should use our freeways t o r e v i v e area: 

of the c i t y which are rundown and have b u i l d i n g s which have 

passed t h e i r economic l i f e expectancy. Metro, Zoning and 

other c i t y departments should coordinate e f f o r t s and use the 

massive i n f l u x of F e d e r a l and D. C. money t o help the a f f e c t e d 

communities r a t h e r than merely ameliorate the undesirable side 

e f f e c t s of the freeway. 

What are the items which everyone would l i k e to see 

i n h i s neighborhood? 

(1) Clean, modern and reasonable housing; 

(2) Adequate open space f o r r e c r e a t i o n ; 

(3) Job o p p o r t u n i t i e s ; 

(4) Adequate parking; 



56 

(5) Goocl shopping? i 

(6) Good t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; 

(7) No " t h r u " t r a f f i c . 

W ell designated freeways, t h a t i s freeways designed 

from the viewpoint of the area through which they pass r a t h e r 

than the circa where they o r i g i n a t e , can be an a s s e t and even 

d e s i r e d by the c i t i z e n . 

I n the January 12 l e t t e r which Mr, A i r i s sent to Mayor 

Washington, he s t a t e d t h a t "the North Leg i s an i n t e g r a l part 

of the Inner Loop Freeway System . ' . f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

t r a f f i c t o the downtown a r e a . " 

Perhaps I should c a l l my proposal "The Venice P l a n " 

because i t provides f o r the North Leg t o be the terminus of 

most t r a f f i c headed f o r downtown. 

TEE PLAN': B a s i c a l l y my plan f o r the North Leg i n v o l v e s 

depressing the freeway below the s u r f a c e and using the a i r 

r i g h t s f o r a r e v i t a l i z e d community. 

The present r e s i d e n t s and businessmen would have 

vested r i g h t s , a t no increase i n r e n t , f o r e q u i v a l e n t square 

footage i n new s t r u c t u r e s constructed over the freeway. 

Parking garages, w i t h d i r e c t access t o the freeway 

would be b u i l t a t common points w i t h the Metro and feeder bus 

s e r v i c e s to the core a r e a . Only r e s i d e n t s i n the area would 

have l o c a l s t r e e t access t o these garages. 

Present residents and businessmen -would have f r e e 
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parking. 

A l t r i g h t s would he used t o b u i l d garden apartments, 

high r i s e apartments and commercial and other multiuse b u i l d ­

i n g s , i n c l u d i n g schools, l i b r a r i e s , p o l i c e s t a t i o n s , e t c . E x ­

cept f o r the garages and p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , . t h e s e s t r u c t u r e s 

would be p r i v a t e l y owned and developed. They would pay property 

t a x e s which would, of course, be higher than c u r r e n t t a x re v e ­

nues from the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e s and c e r t a i n l y higher than 

freeways alone (which i s s e r o ) . j 

For example, the property t a x on k t y p i c a l b u i l d i n g 

a t 17th and K i s about $132,000 a year. On an apartment on 

Massachusetts Avenue, $50,000 a year. T h i s i s a t o t a l of a l ­

most $200,000 a year f o r about 130,000 square f e e t of land. 

On a i r r i g h t s over a 30 year period the c i t y would gain about 

$5 3/4 m i l l i o n f o r only two b u i l d i n g s . Of course a number of 

such b u i l d i n g s are p o s s i b l e over the North Leg. Nov?, from 

another angle, 130,000 square f e e t i s a piece of land 130 f t . 

wide and 1000 f t . long, roughly the -width of a freeway of 3 

12 f t . lanes i n each d i r e c t i o n w i t h a 12 f t . median plus space 

f o r v e n t i l a t i o n and r e t a i n i n g w a l l s . 

I f i t was decided t o b u i l d s o l i d over the tunneled 

freeway—and I don't recommend t h i s — i n 30 years one mile of 

a i r r i g h t s would generate about $29 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a t c u r r e n t 

t a x rates,, Thus increased property t a x revenue would pay a l l 

or .most of the incremental c o s t s of tunneling the freeway. 
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T h i s , of course, does not consider a l l the other b e n e f i t s 

which would accrue, i n c r e a s e i n s a l e s t a x revenues, i n c r e a s e 

i n pay r o i l t a x from commercial s t r u c t u r e s as w e l l as s o c i a l 

b e n e f i t s of a r e v i t a l i s e d area without community d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 

Relocation and c o n s t r u c t i o n could be planned so t h a t only a 

two-block move would be necessary f o r any r e s i d e n t s 

I n a d d i t i o n , the use of garages would r e l i e v e t r a f f i c 

congestion i n the downtown core a r e a . These garages are not to 

be considered as s u b s t i t u t e s f o r the planned f r i n g e areas 

e x i s t i n g or planned by Retro, but t o serve those who f i n d 

them g e o g r a p h i c a l l y inconvenient and would otherwise d r i v e a l l 

the way downtown. We must r e a l i s e the e x t e n t to which our 

s o c i e t y i s s u b s i d i s i n g the automobile, e s p e c i a l l y i n our core 

areas and begin t o s u b s i d i s e more e f f i c i e n t methods of t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n . 

An a l t e r n a t i v e to the a i r r i g h t s plan would be t o 

b u i l d the freeway beneath an e x i s t i n g street,, or s t r e e t s , 

and the dock would be returned f o r p u b l i c use as a s t r e e t . 

I n t h i s i n s t a n c e the p u b l i c garages could be b u i l t over access 

tunnels and interchanges but., again, not connected to the s u r ­

face s t r e e t s except f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and l o c a l s t r e e t t r a f f i c 

parking. 

T h i s would r e q u i r e , a l s o , r e a l i s t i c zoning t o 

accompany the freeway, to render concomitant b e n e f i t s t o the 

community along w i t h the vested r i g h t s mentioned e a r l i e r . 



I f you w i l l v i s u a l i z e w i t h mo f o r a minute the 
— • -

s i m i l a r i t y between freeways and sewers, I b e l i e v e , you w i l l 

see the n e c e s s i t y f o r c o n s t r u c t i n g the freeways in.our c i t i e s 

as t u n n e l s . 

C i t i e s need freeways » t o a degree - j u s t as they need 

sewers. Both c a r r y o bjectionable items t o and from our c i t i e s . 

I n the case of freeways -«=• motor vehic3.es sent down our 

s t r e e t s are about as welcome as the raw sewage Washington used 

t o have running i n the s t r e e t s not too many years ago. We con­

s i d e r i t a n e c e s s i t y f o r the government to finance the ©ut-of~ 

s i g h t , and out-Of-smell, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of sewage. Motor 

v e h i c l e s are j u s t as u n s i g h t l y and bad smelling and should be 

transported underground a l s o . 

With the freeway designed as I have o u t l i n e d , I be­

l i e v e t h a t most neighborhoods would not object as much., When 

there are d e f i n i t e advantages, as opposed to only disadvantages ; 

people are more w i l l i n g t o accept change. I t i s time t o s t a r t 

spreading some advantages to the r e s i d e n t and businessman who 

i s p h y s i c a l l y a f f e c t e d by the freeway, i n s t e a d of r e s e r v i n g a i l 

the advantages f o r the commuter who demands the freeway i n the 

f i r s t p l a c e . 

The p r e c i s e r o u t i n g of the North Leg becomes then, 

h o p e f u l l y , a d e s i r a b l e a d d i t i o n t o a neighborhood. Perhaps 

the opposition to a U S t r e e t r outing when shown the advantages, 

may request i t a f t e r a l l . Thanh you. 

http://vehic3.es


THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you ve r y much f o r your w i t n e s s , 

Mr. Thompsonj I t i s q u i t e " d i f f e r e n t . " • • 

MR. THOMPSON,: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We thank you f o r i n s e r t i n g i t i n t o 

the record. Chairman Hahn? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSOH: Yes. Mr. Thompson? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Thompson,, would you please r e -

ma i n ? 

MR. THOMPSON; I am s o r r y . 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Mr. Thompson, your idea i s not 

too o r i g i n a l because s e v e r a l years ago I t h i n k i n the Shaw area 

where they wanted to r e v i t a l i z e they came up w i t h the same 

design of having a i r r i g h t s over Rhode I s l a n d Avenue. To my 

s u r p r i s e , about 9C% of the r e s i d e n t s of th a t area thought i t was 

a f i n e t h i n g , and I didn't hear any outcry then. So although 

I would agree probably not i n r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a — b u t maybe i n 

business a r e a s — t h e r e may be something, t h a t some thought could 

be given t o your i d e a . As I say, there was not "outcry" from 

the C i t y , i n the Shaw a r e a , when t h a t was advanced. They had 

the plans and a l l and everyone thought i f was a p r e t t y good 

ide a . That was j u s t the a i r r i g h t s over Rhode I s l a n d . 

MR. THOMPSON: I see. 



CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Haywood? 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions* Mr; Thompson, 

thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Again, we thank you. 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Rene B o s s i ? Save Laraond Committ 

WHEREUPON, '• 

MR. RENE BOZZI, 
• 1 

REPRESENT INC "SAVE LAMOND [COMMITTEE" APPROACHED THE MICROPHONE 
i' 

TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: I hope I haven't mispronounced your 

name „ 

MR. BOSS?I: No, you have done remarkably ".veil and I 

appreciate t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, s i r , and you are v e r y 

•welcome here t o n i g h t . 

MR. BOE2I: My name i s Rene B o s z i . I am the T r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n Chairman of the Lamond-Riggs C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n . I 

am a l s o the Chairman of tha Save Laraond Committee which i s a 

se c t i o n of tha ea s t e r n part of the Laraond-Riggs a r e a . Cur 

c i t i z e n s a s s o c i a t i o n c o n s i s t s of three (3) thousand {3,000} 

person; 10,000 persons, l i v i n g i n the area west of E a s t e r n 

Avenue, E a s t of the B&O Tracks arid bounded down the south by 

Galloway S t r e e t . I t i s one of the l a r g e s t and one of the most 

a c t i v e C i v i c A s s e o l a t i o n s . We are o f f i c i a l l y and unanimously 
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opposed t o any f a r t h e r c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r any freeways i n the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia. ?7e have been f o r the past f i v e (5) years, 

We were threatened w i t h a 10~lane freeway down Worth C a p i t a l 

S t r e e t and we fought t h a t continuously and we w i l l continue to 

f i g h t any more freeways i n our c i t y . 

I f the freeway had moved out of Lamond-Riggs, we w i l l 

continue to f i g h t freeways because we.sympathize w i t h the 

people i n the Brookland a r e a , i n the Adams-Morgan a r e a , i n 

Georgetown, i n South Manor Park, and i n any other part of the 

C i t y , 

I must say f o r one t h i n g , p e r s o n a l l y , as a persona 1 

note, I f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o speak, I am a l i t t l e upset by 

the pressures a g a i n s t both the audience and the speakers i n 

t h i s C o u n c i l . I know t h i s i s unfortunate, but j u s t excuse my 

emotional f e e l i n g s a t the present time, 

REPORTER'S MOTE: (The speaker was s t u t t e r i n g and 

near t e a r s . ) 

MR. BOZZI: I t might be understandable by a l l of us. 

I t h i n k we should stop f o r a moment and have a l i t t l e h i s t o r i c a l 

review of the Freeway s i t u a t i o n and the Highway s i t u a t i o n i n ou? 

C i t y . T h i s C i t y , as b e a u t i f u l as i t i s , comparable to P a r i s , 

was designed by P i e r r e L'Enfant and Benjamin Bannekar w i t h the 

patronage of George Washington and Thomas J e f f e r s o n . 

Thomas J e f f arses: was a student of the a r t s and an educated 

man. George Washington was a surveyor who surveying work and 
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l work a l l over t h i s area besides h i s other 

accomplishments. But We are now d i s c u s s i n g a r e v i s i o n of the 

L'Enfant-Bannekar Plan and we must remember t h i s i n the h i s t o r i 

c a l p e r s p e c t i v e of our c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h i s evening. There i s 

something unusual about Washington: i t was designed w i t h the 

plan i n which there are besides the checkerboard 

s t r e e t s going north and south and e a s t and west, such as most 

c i t i e s have such as New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a , e t c . , t h i s 

checkerboard i s crossed d i a g o n a l l y by avenues, such as Rhode 

I s l a n d , New York, Maryland Avenue, Kansas, Sow Hampshire. 

T h i s g i v e s you a d i r e c t and easy way to gat from one part of' the 

c i t y to another. I t was planned i n a s c i e n t i f i c manner, as a 

r e s i d e n t i a l c i t y and as a c i t y to represent a great democracy. 

Mind you, there was nothing here when i t was planned. There was] 

nothing but a s m a l l town of Hamburg where the southwest area i s 

now; and the s m a l l town of Georgetown. But these men were 

v i s i o n a r y enough and had f a i t h enough i n our r e p u b l i c t o b u i l d 

a great c i t y . And we,at t h i s p oint, a t t h i s v e ry minute, are 

considering what are we going t o do, or what are we going t o 

be allowed t o be done to t h i s great c i t y , and I , f o r one, would 

not l i k e to see i t desecrated by any freeways e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r ­

s t a t e highways, coming i n t o t h i s c i t y . 

Again we must go i n t o some h i s t o r i a l p erspective v e r y 

c l o s e to our present time: How dees i t come that tha gentlemen 

of the Highway Department of Washington, D. C„ are oven suggest-] 
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ing t o b r i n g 6 lanes of i n t e r s t a t e highways i n t o the c i t y , such 

as on G a l l a t i n S t r e e t where Route 95 would come to b r i n g i n t e r ­

s t a t e t r a f f i c from Maine t o F l o r i d a , and where 70-S would come 

i n the form of the North C e n t r a l Freeway. How did they ever 

come t o t h i s conclusion t h a t t h i s was a l o g i c a l t h i n g t o do. 

I t doesn't mare any sense. That's the f i r s t t h i n g I thought 

about when I saw the F o r t h C e n t r a l Freeway and than I saw the 

plans f o r the Inner Loop. I s a i d , "Somehow i t doesn't j e l l . 

Why would: •- anyone plan t o b r i n g i n t e r s t a t e t r a f f i c i n t o the 

heart of the c i t y ? Who would b r i n g s i x lanes of t r u c k and high 

way t r a f f i c , , buses, and Lord knows what kind of t r a f f i c , , i n t o 

the c i t y , i n t o the Rock Creek Park area, Fogey Bottom, and up 

20th S t r e e t or 21st S t r e e t , around Dupont C i r c l e west of 

Dupont C i r c l e and Worth of Dupont C i r c l e ? " "Between the 

P h i l l i p s A r t G a l l e r y and Dupont C i r c l e ? " "Who would conceive 

of putting a freeway of t h i s k i n d i n the heart of a c i t y ? " I 

s t i l l couldn't f i n d out why. W e l l , f i n a l l y Mr, Pater Craig,, 

who was the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Chairman of the Commituee of a 100 

For the F e d e r a l C i t y t o l d me one evening at a p u b l i c meeting. 

I s a i d , "Peter C r a i g , what i s t h i s ? " Ee says, "Well, do you 

know t h i s a l l s t a r t e d w i t h sometime i n the SOs when someone 

s a i d 'Why we should have some ki n d of an i n s i d e freeway to 

f a c i l i t a t e t r a f f i c going ea s t and west i n our c i t y . But of 

course t h i s i s q u i t e e x p e n s i v e . 8 " And i t was never b u i l t . But 

the idea remained i n the back of the minds of the gentlemen of 
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the Highway Department. T h i s was t o be j u s t an inner c i t y 

w i t h no i n t e r s t a t e connections. When the Highway B i l l was 

passed i n the r60s i n which 90% of the cost of a highway world 

be paid through gasoline taxes the b r i g h t men of the highway 

lobby, the b r i g h t men of the highway planners s a i d "Fine, we 

w i l l connect the inner road w i t h an' i n t e r s t a t e road and i t w i l l 

become an i n t e r s t a t e highway and i t w i l l be paid w i t h the money 

c o l l e c t e d from the gas o l i n e t a x . " I n other words, an inner 

c i t y highway suddenly became an i n t e r s t a t e highway. And by t h i 

time the highway lobby became q u i t e i n t e r e s t e d because they saw 

a chance t o b u i l d roads, The manufacturers of concrete became 

i n t e r e s t e d and the highway lobby was i n f u l l bloom t o b u i l d 

the freeway system which we are now threatened w i t h . 

The 'problem of freeways i n our c i t y are p r i m a r i l y 

the d e s t r u c t i o n of housing and the increase i n p o l l u t i o n and 

the absolute neglect of studying other ways of b r i n g i n g people 

i n and out of the c i t y f o r employment or f o r purposes of buying 

merchandise or doing b u s i n e s s . T h i s i s a completely u n s c i e n t i ­

f i c approach when we consider t h a t only through r a p i d r a i l 

t r a n s i t can the problems of a c i t y t h i s s i z e be solved. I t 

cannot be solved .by b r i n g i n g automobiles i n t o the c i t y because 

the more freeways you b u i l d the more space you need to park 

these automobilesr then you have to destroy more b u i l d i n g s to 

park these automobiles, and you f i n a l l y have the abomination 

t h a t you have i n Jos Angelas. We do not want t h a t t o happen 
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here. I t i s happening now. The gentlemen of the parking i n ­

d u s t r y are g e t t i n g f a b u l o u s l y r i c h , gentlemen such as Doggett, 

and others., We don't want'the c i t y thoroughly destroyed by 

tha b u i l d i n g of parking l o t s e i t h e r by p r i v a t e or by public 

lav; i n s p i r e d by Congressmen, i n s p i r e d by cheap p o l i t i c s . T h i s 

c i t y i s too v a l u a b l e , i t i s too h i s t o r i c a l l y important f o r 

fu t u r e generations. 

Again speaking h i s t o r i c a l l y : I n 1963 the l a t e 

President John P. Kennedy was presented a plan of the Highway 

Department to b u i l d highways and freeways i n t h i s c i t y . And 

a f t e r looking a t them, he sent them back f o r f u r t h e r study. 

He s a i d they ware too d e s t r u c t i v e of the c i t y as they were 

planned: t h a t there must be other ways of s o l v i n g problems of 

i n t e r c i t y highways. 

A f t e r the death of President Kennedy and the 

presidency of President Lyndon B„ Johnson, we again had the 

question of freeways come up. At t h i s time the Worth C e n t r a l 

Freeway was proposed. I was part of a delegation of 7 people 

i n c l u d i n g Reverend Jackson, Dorothy Mosby of the Democratic 

Committee, Mr; Fred Thomas of the Lamond-Riggs C i t i z e n s 

A s s o c i a t i o n , myself and others. We spoke t o Mr. HOrsky, the 

Pres i d e n t ' s a d v i s o r , and explained t o him our p o s i t i o n a g a i n s t 

the Freeway. I a l s o explained t o Mr. Horsky the d i s a s t e r t h a t 

any Worth Leg would be i n the r e s i d e n t i a l area whether on K 

S t r e e t , U Street,, or On T S t r e e t . Nov;, I a l s o i n v i t e d Mr, 
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Horsky t o walk along T S t r e e t and U S t r e e t w i t h me and show 

him a l l of the apartment houses t h a t the proposed plans of 

the Highway Department would destroy Some of these houses a r e 

i n p e r f e c t l y good co n d i t i o n although they may be 10, 20 or 30 

years o l d ; people are l i v i n g i n them. T h i s i s a dense r e s i ­

d e n t i a l area and should not have any freeways i n i t 

A f t e r the p r o t e s t of the c i t i z e n s and a f t e r the hear­

ings i n the Department of Commerce auditorium, February 4th, 

1965, President Johnson so t h a t the 'problem was s e r i o u s and 

he suggested t h a t the Arthur B« Diddle Consultants would lock 

i n t o the problem and make suggestions about the f'reewaybQuestiOi 

i n the d i s t r i c t . And the Arthur Diddle Consultants decided 

t h a t mass t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was the answer to the commuting prob­

lem but freeways were not needed e s p e c i a l l y i f freeways would 

destroy v a l u a b l e housing i n a c i t y which i s a l r e a d y v e r y 

c r i t i c a l l y short of housing., 

There i s a law of d i m i n i s h i n g 'returns i n e v e r y t h i n g ; 

you know, business of man; or i n nature. And the law of diminis 

ing r e t u r n s a p p l i e s to highways as w e l l . There i s a good 

{ ) on the highways, but beyond t h a t there are d i s a s t e r s . 

J u s t as there i s good i n a l o t of things, beyond a c e r t a i n 

point they have no value and destroy t h e i r v a l u e . T h i s i s an 

economic law and. ws cannot avoid i t . - Yet, gentlemen of the 

t i r e , true!: and automobile lobbies-—the concrete lobby—^would 

convince us i n a l l t h e i r fashionable arguments t h a t t h i s i s 

progress s "There ace a handful of people, such as myself, t h a t 
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are a g a i n s t progress," There i s not a handful of people. The 

m a j o r i t y of the s i t y has expressed theip.seIves i n every way 

they could, by p u b l i c hearings over the past s i x - y e a r s ; by 

referendums; by u n o f f i c i a l referendums; by democratic nomination 

referendum—to b = completely opposed to the freeway, 

Mr. Natoher, Mr, B r o y h i l l and Mr. K l y c y z a n s k i know 

t h i s , and I am sure I must remind you gentlemen of the Council 

t h a t 2 honor your opinion and I must beg you t o consider the 

f e e l i n g s of the people i n the c i t y . They have begged the 

res p o n s i b l e people in. the c i t y t o -not b u i l d any more freeways. 

Can i t be otherwise t h a t soma of us lose our tempers, t h a t some 

people r a i s e t h e i r v o i c e s ? I know of some young people who 

r a i s e t h e i r v o i c e s : P a t r i c k Henry, Thomas J e f f e r s o n , r a i s e d 

t h e i r v o i c e s i n V i r g i n i a , 

TH3 AUDrSNC-3: (applause) 

MR0 BOZ2I: Who among us, gentlemen, could answer the 

judgment of f u t u r e generations as t o the g u i l t of having 

destroyed the c i v i c beauty of Washington, D. C,? Who among us, 

gentlemen, w i l l answer the judgment of humanity of the g u i l t 

of having c a l l o u s l y or c r u e l l y having allowed d e s t r u c t i o n of 

houses, apartments and r e s i d e n t i a l areas i n t h i s c i t y ? Can't 

we see or f e e l the staggering demoralising horror of the housing 

c o n d i t i o n of t h i s c i t y ? Can't any of us f e e l or understand 

or empathise w i t h the knowing f r u s t r a t i o n and the anguish 

of the people, mostly b l a c k — m o s t l y poor—and many middle-class 

http://theip.se


69 

— t h e lower-middle-class, and some of the middle middle-class; 

workers, unemployed, employed; young and o l d , who look to the 

C o u n c i l f o r l e a d e r s h i p because they can't vote any other way? 

They can't express themselves. They have no representatives.. 

T h i s c r i t i c a l housing shortage, the continuous r a i s i n g of r e n t s 

t h i s i s a d i s a s t e r , and we are s i t t i n g on i t . 

The l a c k of funds f o r schools, the l a c k of funds f o r 

h o s p i t a l s — * a n d we t a l k about b u i l d i n g f r e e w a y s — 1 0 % of which 

w i l l be b u i l t from the money paid by the C i t y Taxpayers, The 

m a j o r i t y of tha people have spok.cn; they have w r i t t e n l e t t e r s . 

Even c h i l d r e n have w r i t t e n l e t t e r s i n Lamond«*Riggs to the 

F r e s i d e n t and. t o the C i t y Commissioners; you must keep i n t e r ­

s t a t e highways out of our c i t y , out of the heart of our c i t y . 

You must save our r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s . You must save our c i t y . 

There are other ways of s o l v i n g the problem of t r a n s -

p o r t a t i o n . There are buses, there are many buses. Here i s 

a p i c t u r e of many buses, which I present to the Council f o r .'• 

study, 1 present a Readers' Digest r e p r i n t : "Let's put brakes 

on the highway Hobby." "Highway Hobby?" That's a good word' 

A s l i p of the tongue. "LET'S PUT BRAKES OH THE HIGHWAY LOBBY, ,! 

from the Readers' Digest of l a s t year. There i s a p a r t i c u l a r 

s e c t i o n checked o f f here regarding D. C. s i t u a t i o n and how we 

are being black-mailed. 1 am a g a i n s t b l a c k - m a i l . We should 

a l l be a g a i n s t b l a c k - m a i l . The subway system, which should be 

b u i l t as soon as p o s s i b l e , r e g a r d l e s s of ho-./ the gentlemen were 

http://spok.cn
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t r y i n g t o i n t e r f e r e : Roy Chalk, and others, 

And there should r e more freeways, God help me' 

More subways' The C i t y of New York has a complete and f a n ­

t a s t i c subway system,, I n a l l kinds of weather? I was there l a s t 

New Years. I n a l l kinds of weather you can go from any part 

of the c i t y to the other. They a r e b u i l d i n g another subway, 

gentlemen, on Second Avenue. For a l l they have, they are s t i l l 

b u i l d i n g more. 

I would honorably beg you, gentlemen, to bri n g my 

sentiments and tha sentiments of the people of Lantond-Riggs ; 

t o a l l the gentlemen who have the power to make these d e c i s i o n s , 

i n c l u d i n g y o u r s e l f , the committees of Congress? t o the Eonorab3.€j 

President Nixon i n the White House-*that t h i s i s a v e r y s e r i o u s 

problem--and how here the people f e e l . I f there i s any 

question l e t us have a freeway referendum, immediately. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. BOZZI: And as a white person I want no part of 

the d e s t r u c t i o n of the nomas and the misery of my black f e l l o w 

c i t i z e n s , 

THE AUDI3NCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. B o s z i , thank you f o r your v e r y 

touching testimony. I b e l i e v e you are q u i t e wrapped up i n t h i s 
l i t t l e concept as many of the c i t i z e n s — - i n c l u d i n g the Council 

a r e — i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia„ Would the Chairman of the 

Council care t o comment or ask questions? 



(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Thank you var y much* . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Haywood?• 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOODi No questions. Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman,, 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again we thank you, s i r . 

MR. B022I: I would l i k e to add one t h i n g , s i r , a 

p o s t - s c r i p t , and I knew I have been long, o v e r l y - l o n g : But 

the question of e x p e r t s . I respect a man's trad e , h i s pro* 

f e s s i o n . I myself am a commercial a r t i s t and photographer. 
i 

I was a photographer i n the United S t a t e s Marina Corps';- 1 have 

been i n business f o r myself i n photography and a r t . I am 

pr e s e n t l y employed i n a department store here i n Washington f o r 

the past 20 ye a r s . But e x p e r t s , sir,-"-gentlemen, and Madam, 

are people who are f a m i l i a r w i t h the su b j e c t t o take i t t o 

t h e i r heart t o study i t . I have been both on the E x e c u t i v e 

Board of Neighbors, Incorporated, and I am now on the E x e c u t i v e 

Board a t Lamond-Riggs„ I have been busy as a c i t i z e n doing my 

part i n our a r e a . And the people who come hare and speak they 

are e x p e r t s i n community problems, because on the E x e c u t i v e Boarc 

we take s e r i o u s l y the problems t h a t people b r i n g t o us whether 

i t i s a p o l i c e problem, highway problem, g e t t i n g a t r a f f i c l i g h t , 

e t c . , e t c . So although I appreciate the s o - c a l l e d f e e l i n g s of 

the highway b u i l d e r s we are now a t the crossroads, and the e x -
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p e r t s of the community such as we have, such as have spoken 

here before me should be considered, Thanh you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause} 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again we than]; you , 

I would again remind the v;itnesses t h a t there i s 

someone t o f o l l o w you and we have q u i t e a dista n c e t o go. 

The 11th witness i s Professor Thomas Rooney, Assembly of the 

F a c u l t y , C a t h o l i c University^, We are v e r y pleased to welcome 

you, Mr * Ro one y, 

WHEREUPON, 

PROFESSOR THOMAS ROONEY, 

ASSEMBLY OF THE FACULTY CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, APPROACHED THE 

MICROPHONE, TOOK 'iHE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE 

AS FOLLOWS: 

MR0 ROONEY: Thank you. Reverend Moore, My name i s 

Thomas Rooney and, 1 am a Member of the F a c u l t y of the C a t h o l i c 

U n i v e r s i t y ? f o r 12 years a r e s i d e n t of Brookland i n Northeast 

Washington, For tha past 9 years the bank and I hare owned my 

home a t 14th and Monroe S t r e e t , Northeast. I am a member of 

the Brookland C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n and of the Emergency-^that 

infamous and notorious group—Committee on the Tran s p o r t a t i o n 

C r i s i s , 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. ROONEY: And from i t s beginning 5 or 6 years ago. 

In case you don't know i t s h i s t o r y i t wag formed, r e a l l y . 
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frem such meetings, hearings and presentations about freeway 

matters such as thi3„ People found they were saying the same 

t h i n g . Talked to each other a f t e r w a r d s . Phoned each other 

and were informed i n the most n a t u r a l way. I come to repeat 

f o r the f o u r t h time i n three years a statement voted upon by 

the f a c u l t y of C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y opposing c o n s t r u c t i o n of 

I n t e r s t a t e Route 1-35 and the North C e n t r a l Freeway. T h i s 

statement of opposition was f i r s t voted upon by the Graduate 

School of A r t s and Sciences,;the l a r g e s t of the schools a t the 

U n i v e r s i t y , and presented at''the hearings on the budget f o r 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i n 1957? this.statement was l a t e r 

endorsed and lodged and voted upon by the Assembly of the 

F a c u l t y , the only body i n the U n i v e r s i t y representing the 

e n t i r e f a c u l t y , soma 600-man f a c u l t y . I t was presented i n the 

name of the assembly at the hearings held by Representative 

K l u c z y n s k i ' s subcommittee on roads i n A p r i l 1968. S i g n i f i c a n t l y 

anough, the l a s t day of these s o — c a l l e d hearings on C a p i t a l 

H i l l marked the beginnings of the f i r i n g - r e v o l t f o l l o w i n g the 

a s s a s i n a t i o n of Dr. Ring., The same statement ivas presented 

again a year ago l a s t December at the hearings on t r a n s p o r t a t i o r 

held here by t h i s Council and the members of the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission. I t was immediately a f t e r these 

hearings of December °G3 t h a t the C i t y C o uncil and the 

National C a p i t a l Planning Commission voted no more gateways 

f o r the automobile i n t o the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, and here 

we a r e again: Another y e a r — a n o t h e r hearing. 
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The h i s t o r y of t h i s statement alone seems to be a 

c l a s s i c case of th a t old and t r a d i t i o n a l Department of Highways 

and l o b b i s t s of highways t a c t i c ; " I f you can't beat them wear 

them down and wear them out." 

Before going f u r t h e r , one matter needs comment: 

During Tuesday's testimony,- Dr. Neise, the Exec u t i v e Vice 

Pr e s i d e n t , C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y , presented a b r i e f statement 

which n e i t h e r supported nor opposed freeways under considers." 

t i o n t h e r e . 

I n B r . Robinson's questioning which followed i t be= 
i 

cams apparent that some c l a r i f i c a t i o n was needed on which 

segments of tha U r i v e r s i t y Dr. Noise's statement speaks f o r . 

To the best of my knowledge, t h i s statement was drawn up by t i e 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s O f f i c e of I n s t i t u t i o n a l Research and Planning 

and was given f i n a l form by the President's Council, a l l of 

whom are a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . To my knowledge n e i t h e r the F a c u l t y 

nor the Student Body was consulted i n drawing i t up and cer« 

t a i n l y never at any o f f i c i a l meetings of F a c u l t y or Student 

Body. S u r e l y t h i s statement cannot purport to speak for- the 

ma j o r i t y of the f a c u l t y s i n c e the statement I am presenting-*-^ • 

and have often presented—was approved by a 2/3rd vote of the 

Assembly, which again represents the e n t i r e SOO-man f a c u l t y . 

The Student Body has never taken a stand on t h i s i s s u e , but 

from what I have heard r e c e n t l y i t soon w i l l . And even Dr. 

Neise, who gave t h i s statement on Tuesday t e s t i f i e d a g a i n s t the 
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freeway i n strong terms i n 1955. 

Since the statement I am to present here has been 

presented so often, be fore—•••-and you have copies of i t •*•=•! do not 

intend to read through i t again. 

Rather X would l i k e to comment, as a c i t i z e n of the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia and r e s i d e n t of Brookland, and r a t h e r 

not o f f i c i a l l y f o r the Assembly, on two of the i s s u e s presented 

i n the statement. 

The t h i r d reason given by the Assembly of the F a c u l t y 

i n opposing I n t e r s t a t e 1-95 i s t h a t , quote: 

"No study has been made of the e f f e c t s on h e a l t h 

and environment of the large q u a n t i t i e s of 

a d d i t i o n a l a i r p o l l u t i o n created by bringing 

an estimated 290,000 c a r s and t r u c k s per day-

through p r i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l areas w i t h i n the 

D i s t r i c t on the proposed I n t e r s t a t e Route 1-95," 

end of quote. 

To t h i s date and even a f t e r a s o * c a l l e d restudy of 

1-95 there s t i l l e x i s t s no study or p r o j e c t ion of the e f f e c t s 

of the p o l l u t i o n to be generated. In f a c t , not even a mention 

of any such study has been made by the Department of Highways. • 

In 1967 when t h i s statement was f i r s t presented anyone who 

mentioned p o l l u t i o n as a s e r i o u s f a c t o r upon which to make an 

important d e c i s i o n was g e n e r a l l y considered to be some kind of 

a bird~watching a n t i - p r o g r e s s nut. T h i s climate,, and, un-
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I f o r t u n a t e l y , our atmosphere, has changed d r a s t i c a l l y i n here 

these past three (3) y e a r s r t o the point where the President 

himself i n a major address has i d e n t i f i e d p o l l u t i o n and 

e c o l o g i c a l imbalance as a major t h r e a t to t h i s country and 

indeed t o t h i s planet. P o l l u t i o n has become a matter of b a s i c 

importance, a matter of s u r v i v a l . Yet here we a r e : no s t u d i e s , 

no p r o j e c t i o n s . And should 1-95 or any of these i n t e r s t a t e s 

be b u i l t w i t h no hope i n s i g h t of even the beginnings of the 

c o n t r o l of auto-induced air~po1lution« 

The s o l u t i o n s o f f e r e d by Mr. A i r i s e l u d i c r o u s and 

i n s u l t i n g . His proposal to b u i l d i>95 without even a nod to<= 

ward the p o l l u t i o n problem i s c r i m i n a l . You have heard, and I 

b e l i e v e were as impressed as I was w i t h the statements of 

p r s . Cone and F i s h e r concerning the e f f e c t s of auto emissions 

on plant and animal l i f e . You heard them speak of the a i r -

p o l l u t i o n concentrations found i n a i r r i g h t s apartments and 

b u i l d i n g s b u i l t over I n t e r s t a t e freeways. 

Therefore, I ask t h a t t h i s Council follow the example 

of Hew York C i t y and ban from the D i s t r i c t of Columbia any 

uses of a i r r i g h t s over i n t e r s t a t e freeways e s p e c i a l l y f o r the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of apartments f o r human occupancy. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. ROONEY: The h e a l t h and well-being and perhaps 

the l i v e s of thousands of D. C. r e s i d e n t s r e s t s w i t h t h i s 

matter.. I request s p e c i f i c a l l y the h a l t i n g of a i l plans and 
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c o n t r a c t s f o r the 350—unit a i r r i g h t s apartments t o b u i l t over 

2>95 a t T h i r d and few J e r s e y Avenue. I n view of what you now 
: 

know about air»pollutipn you j u s t can't ignore the consequences 

to anyone unfortunate enough to have t o l i v e over 2-95 # 

I hadn't intended t o go i n t o t h i s but since Mr. Eugene 

Thompson spoke of L a n i e r Heights A s s o c i a t i o n , I would l i k e to 

say that i n 1955 2 attended a meeting a t Mt. Carmel Church i n 

the Northwest Renewal #1 Area, a t which the Department of 

Highways was presenting a s o l u t i o n to trie housing problem*—-air 

r i g h t s apartments.. The engineer a t th a t meeting—of the 

Highway Departments-suggested t h a t two huge vents, one through 

each of the b u i l d i n g s t o be constructed, would be enough t o 

shoot the a i r - p o l l u t i o n i n t o the st r a t o s p h e r e . I t h i n k he 

exaggerated a b i t . C e r t a i n l y at t h a t meeting nothing was men= 

tioned t o the c i t i z e n s there t h a t were being asked to accept 

t h i s about the e f f e c t s of a i r ^ p o i l u t i o n . When i t was brought 

Ope ''Well, the h e a l t h department w i l l have soma s t u d i e s on 

t h a t . " 

The cost of decking over t h a t l e s s than 2-block area 

a t t h a t time was 2.2 2 can't remember — 2.2 or 2.8 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s , before the houses want up on i t . So, t h i s proposal 

of a i r — r i g h t s , even outsi.de of h e a l t h , i s a r a t h e r r i d i c u l o u s 

t h i n g . 

The other point that 2 wish to br i n g t o your a t t e n t i o n 

i n the Assembly of. the F a c u l t y ' s statement before you i s a 

http://outsi.de


78 

f o u r t h reason given f o r opposition to 1-95 - North C e n t r a l 

Freeway, i f I can f i n d i t . Quoting from the statement: 

"4 0 There i s no low-income housing and very 

l i t t l e moderate-income housing a v a i l a b l e i n the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia f o r those thousands of 

people=>«the v a s t m a j o r i t y of whom are low-

income Negroes**-to be d i s p l a c e d by i n t e r s t a t e 

1-95 as i t passes through Washington.. D. C." 

A f t e r the f i r s t night of these hearings Mr. Eisenhs 

caption i n re p o r t i n g the events i n the Washington Post was, 

quote: 

"ROADS Si'ART TO WAIT FOR NEW HOUSING." 

And over the continuation of the a r t i c l e f a r t h e r on i n the 

•aper: 

"D, Co ROADS CHIEF PUTS HOUSING BEFORE FREEWAYS." 

Other business i n t e r e s t s t e s t i f y i n g here i n fa v o r of 

these i n t e r s t a t e freewayss And i t has only been business i n ­

t e r e s t s t h a t have mentioned t h i s , such as Mr. Lerner of the 

Yellow Cab Company Tuesday n i g h t . 

I r e f e r to t h i s promise of Mr. A i r i s . Not only 

does Mr. A i r i s not have power to mobs such a 

d e c i s i o n stick., h i s boss i n the House Pu b l i c 

Works Committee wouldn't l i k e i t . His word as 

a gentleman, and I quote t h a t , i s v e r y f a r from 

r e l i a b l e . He made t h i s same promise i n 1966, 
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i t s e l f t h a t no one would he moved u n t i l 

housing was a v a i l a b l e . I n f a c t , a f t e r a 

meeting on the freeway i n June of 1967 a t the 

State Department Auditorium I p e r s o n a l l y heard 

Mr* A i r i s promise Mr. Bernard Pryor, who you 

a l l know-—a black neighbor and close f r i e n d of 

mine in.Brookland—-that on h i s , Mr. A i r i s ' 

word as a gentleman, word of honor as a g e n t l e ­

man, no ens would be replaced - or displaced -

u n t i l adequate housing was a v a i l a b l e . 

Yet, w i t h i n a year SS homes, were emptied i n Brookland i n the 

path of the North C e n t r a l Freeway, and i f i t hadn't been f o r 

the c o u r t - i n j u n c t i o n h a l t i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n and a c q u i s i t i o n of 

land, 250 homes would have been taken i n c l u d i n g Mr. P r y o r s 8 -

and even Mayor-Cor. :aiss i oner Washington couldn't or wouldn't 

stop the a c q u i s i t i o n of these 69 homes. So much f o r Mr. A i r i 

promises and Mr. A i r i s ' word. 

Of the 69 f a m i l i e s thrown out, one th a t I know was 

re l o c a t e d by the redevelopment Land Agency. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. ROONEY: I f one went to the o f f i c e RLA s e t up 

a t 10th and Rhode I s l a n d Avenue, supposedly t o help i n reIdea 

t i o n , one was given the r e a l e s t a t e l i s t i n g s from the d a i l y 

papers. 
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T H E AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r } 

MR. ROONEY: There i s no housing a v a i l a b l e , and. v;e a l l 

know i t . And so much f o r Mr. C r o c k e r s ' testimony Tuesday 

f o r the D. C . Relocation Advisory Board: About the only thing 

t h a t Board can a d v i s e , f o r sure, i s t h a t there i s no r e l o c a t i o n 

except f o r t h a t i n the r e a l e s t a t e columns i n the paper, and 

v e r y l i t t l e of t h a t . 

As another example of the r e l i a b i l i t y of the word of 

the Highway Department: as soon as t h i s C o uncil reversed i t s e l f 

on the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Three S i s t e r s Bridge the huge s t e e l , 

beams f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge i n 

Brookland were ordered. T h i s bridge had been to r n down f o r 

the North C e n t r a l Freeway, but c o n s t r u c t i o n was stopped by 

court i n j u n c t i o n two years ago. Yet i n s p i t e of the order f o r 

an 13-month study on here the North C e n t r a l Freeway, while t h a t 

study was t o have been going on the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge w a s — 

and i s now—being b u i l t to North C e n t r a l s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . A l s o , 

the day a f t e r Mr. A i r i s r e l e a s e d h i s l a t e s t proposed p l a n — 

I three (3) l i t t l e b o o k s — s u r v e y o r s were on 9th and 10th S t r e e t 

Northeast. 2 saw them on my way t o the U n i v e r s i t y . And i n 

speaking to Mr. Pryor who l i v e s on 10th S t r e e t he saw them a t 

work, lower down on 10th. So, w h i l e the hearings continue~«one 

a f t e r another, year a f t e r year, the c a s t of c h a r a c t e r s remaining 

p r e t t y much the same—'business, press, l o b b y i s t s p o l i t i c i a n s 

v e r s us D , C . and Suburban C i v i c and T r a n s p o r t a t ion g r o u p s — t h e 
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Department of Highways b u i l d s a b i t here and a b i t t h e r e . I as 

you to stop the c o n s t r u c t i o n on the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge now 

and stop t h i s i l l e g a l p e r n i c i o u s piece-meal b u i l d i n g of these 

roads before you the Council has even reached a d e c i s i o n on 

then, as required by law. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. ROOKSY: Many homes i n Brookland went the same 

i l l e g a l way. As Chairman of the Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee f o r 

t h i s Council I would l i k e to as k - - - r e a l l y beg you. Reverend 

Moore—to look i n t o the matter of the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge and 

the proposed a i r - r i g h t s housing over 1-35. I t i s a v e r y s e r i o u s 

matter. 

F i n a l l y — a n d I know you are always glad t o hear t h a t — 

f i n a l l y , you have been ordered by,some of you, by two (2} 

Presidents t o represent the people of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

as though you were voted i n t o o f f i c e bythera. You have seen 

i n Maryland the power of the vote and the e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

w i t h regard to these same freeways* A l l we are asking i s t h a t 

you f o l l o w the P r e s i d e n t i a l mandate and a c t as though you were 

r e a l l y e l e c t e d , t h a t would your d e c i s i o n be i f you were running 

f o r t h i s O f f i c e i n November? 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. ROONEY: Section 22 of the 1933 F e d e r a l Aid 

Highway Act i s a sloppy i n t e n t i o n a l l y i l l - c o n c e i v e d f a s c i s t 

b i t of l e g i s l a t i o n . Represents.tive K l u c y z y n s k i foresaw your 
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i n d e c i s i o n and h e s i t a t i o n when Mr. S u l l i v a n wrote i t f o r him. 

Why haven't you taken t h i s t o the c o u r t ? And da you r e a l l y be­

l i e v e t h a t a i l of the F e d e r a l portion of the D i s t r i c t Budget 

w i l l he withheld by the B r o y h i l l Amendment i f these i n t e r s t a t e s 

a r e n * t b u i l t ? Even Representative Brock Adams who had a hand 

i n t h i s b i t of b l a c k m a i l s a i d i n an i n t e r v i e w on TV. the even-
* 

ing of August Sth, a f t e r t h i s C o uncil reversed i t s stand on . 

the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and fourteen (14) c i t i z e n s were 

a r r e s t e d here i n t h i s chamber, t h a t , quote, quoting Representa­

t i v e Adams: 

"Everyone- knows t h a t the Congress can't run the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia. We have to have them there 

i n c o u n c i l to handle i t s a f f a i r s , " unquote. 

Why wasn't t h i s B r o y h i l l b l a c k m a i l taken to the c o u r t s ? And I 

see no sanctions attached t o e i t h e r law. W i l l you go t o j a i l 

i f you say, "bo" t o more freeways? And how long do you t h i n k 

the F e d e r a l portion of the D. C. Budget would be withheld? 

T r y to forget what the press w i l l say. Z can see the Washington 

Post's E d i t o r i a l s now. And t r y to remember what your c o n s t i ­

tuents have s a i d here and elsewhere. Make the Congress and the 

l o b b y i s t s f o r which they stand a c t out i n the open and don't 

gi v e them a cover f o r t h e i r a c t i o n s by .talcing the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

and the g u i l t f o r them, on y o u r s e l v e s . Thank ycu. 

THE AUDIENCES (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Rooney, you have done a very 
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thorough job. v e r y good testimony. ._ ._ 

MR. ROONEY: I t has boon a long f i g h t . You know i t 

w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: I would l i k e to ask the Chairman of 

the Council t o ask you a question or make a comment. 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No questions. Thank you v e r y much foa 

coming. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Robinson? 
i 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Thank you, no questions. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Haywood? 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Again we thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mrs. P h i l i p G. Fortune. P r e s i d e n t , 

League of /'.'omen Voters? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mrs. Angela Rooney, p r i v a t e c i t i z e n ? 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: We are v e r y pleased to welcome you, 

Mrs. Rooney. 

WHERE UPON r 

MRS. ANGELA ROONEY, 

CITIZEN, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

MRSo ROONEY: I wish I could say t h a t I am pleased t o 
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be here,, That a f t e r what happened i n t h i s Council room a — 

. short time ago I must p r o t e s t . I must protest the i n t i m i d a t i o n 

of honest c i t i z e n s ; the unnecessary p o l i c e a c t i o n t o me speaks 

of a v e r y s i c k and a v e r y dying s o c i e t y when you have to pro­

t e c t y o u r s e l f from the people who speak the t r u t h . 

I t was v e r y unfortunate, and I hope you don't take tha; 

o f f my time because I am going t o go backwards w i t h my l i t t l e 

t a l k t o n ight. I have something I would l i k e to say t o Mr. 

Bahn e s p e c i a l l y . 

I understand and I have heard some questioning con­

cerning what I t h i n k have been c a l l e d "Mr. Hechinger's Road" 

and t h i s i s my answer to t h a t question. I t has t o do w i t h 

the freeways i n the 1953 Comprehensive Plan. How t h a t compre­

hensive plan was destroyed when t h i s C o uncil betrayed the c i t i ­

zens of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and voted t o construct the 

Three S i s t e r s Bridge. There i s no e x i s t i n g comprehensive t r a n s ^ 

p o r t a t i o n plan t o d i s c u s s . We have never heard of nor seen any 

s t u d i e s , t e s t s , drawings or designs or s t a t i s t i c s r e l a t i n g to 

those roads. I f there i s t o be any d i s c u s s i o n of any road 

other than the three items of t h i s hearing, then e n t i r e l y 

separate hearings w i l l have to be held beginning w i t h a duly 

authorized p u b l i c hearing on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge.. 

THE AUDIIIICE: (applause) 

We the people of the United S t a t e s have been given 
20 to 30 years to come to terms w i t h cur environment or we shaI3^ 
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p a r i s h from t h i s land. We s h a l l choke, s i c k e n and die of our 

own a f f l u e n c e , s l a v e t o the gross n a t i o n a l product and poisoned 

by our own hand. T h i s i s the considered v e r d i c t of many i n ­

t e r n a t i o n a l l y famous s c i e n t i s t s who d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y study our 

h a b i t s , analyse our systems and watch and w a i t f o r the c u r t a i n 

t o f a l l on our c i v i l i s a t i o n . The evidence i s a l l around us. We 

can see, f e e l and casta the f i l t h and neglect of our n a t u r a l 

resources. We wipe o f f the d i r t , swallow the smog and a v e r t our 

eyes from the s t a t i s t i c s about "death from p o l l u t i o n . We tend 

to b e l i e v e i n the o f f i c i a l o ratory of environmental concern 

when we know i t be only more words to p o l l u t e the a i r f o r to 

most of i n d u s t r y " p o l l u t i o n " i s p r o f i t . We hope to be saved 

by the v e r y ones who have brought us t o t h i s s t a t s of malig­

nancy we are c l e a r l y n a i v e . No one can save us now but our­

s e l v e s , and so we s i t i n t h i s room and d i s c u s s that most de­

te s t e d v i o l a t o r of our urban c e n t e r s , the 8 to 10 t o 12-lane 

freeway and p o l l u t i o n devices and team concept, as i f by some 

compromise we could avoid f a c i n g d i r e c t l y what we know to be our 

l a s t chance t o reverse the b r u t u a l amputation of communities, 
i 

and the massive a c c e l e r a t i o n of disease i n the a i r . 

We know now th a t freeways are the probing a c t i o n t h a t 

opens the heart of the community to the a f f l u e n t e x p l o i t s rs-j 

Those "who program the Public Works p r o j e c t , those who plunder 

the c i t y and i t s people f o r p r o f i t . What e l s e does i t mean 

when the Board of Trade or the F e d e r a l C i t y Council or Downtown' 
Progress, worrying about p r o f i t and l o s s lobby f o r eminent do-
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main laws and then hold up f o r s a f e t y i n hundred thousand d o l l a r 

homes i n F a i r f a x or Potomac, Maryland? 

THE AUDIENCE; (applause) 

MPS. ROONEY: Big business i s bold i n i t s demands. I t 
-

wants the land, a l l of i t , and i t wants i t f r e e from the nagginc 

demands of the l i t t l e c i t i z e n who owns a l i t t l e piece here and 

t h e r e . Homeownership and s m a l l business i s d i s t a s t e f u l . The 

l i t t l e people get i n the way of the b i g developers' appetite 

fo r c i t y land. Eow e l s e e x p l a i n the complete l a c k of c i t i z e n 

ownership and urban renewal p r o j e c t s and the eagerness w i t h 

which the freeway program to d i s p l a c e thousands are welcomed 

by the f a t land grabbers. I t i s c o n t r o l l e d and e x p l o i t a t i o n a t 

Government expense. 

T h i s should not be c a l l e d recommendations f o r a f r e e ­

way i n the northern s e c t o r and r e l a t e d p o l i c y . What i s should 

be c a l l e d i s " c o n t r o l , e x p l o i t a t i o n , a t Government expense." 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MRS. ROONEY: That's 'what i t means. T h i s r e s u l t s i n 

the c r e a t i o n of a r u t h l e s s , cowardly, mobile s o c i e t y , t h a t breeds 

i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and contempt f o r Government. I t i s no way t o 

b u i l d a c i t y . We have learned t o recognize during these hear­

ings how7 v e r y often the f r e e w a y - r e l a t e d p r o f e s s i o n , members of 

i t , t r y t o cut i n on the gravy c h a i n . Mr. D r i d w e l l , former 

D i r e c t o r of the Bureau of P u b l i c Roads, was fond of c a l l i n g 

a r c h i t e c t s and planners who a s s i s t e d him. The p r ofessions who 



serve us, tha AIA——American I n s t i t u t e of A r c h i t e c t s - — i n v e n t e d 

the design concept team approach to freeway b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s 

j o i n t development and m u l t i p l e use of roads-right-of-way. We 

should rename tha Washington Branch of the AIA, who t e s t i f i e d 

f o r t ypographical caraaflouge and landscape cosmetics, "The 

Embalmers I n s t i t u t e of Bead Communities," and get i t over w i t h . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MRS. ROONEY: The concept team approach i s based on 

one i n v a l u a b l e assumption, the roads and only the roads w i l l be 

b u i l t . I t ' s almost always promise them anything but give them 

freeways* We know now t h a t robbing our c i t i e s and suburbs of 

parks and open spaces i s a t t h i s point c r i m i n a l . I t i s l i t e r a l l y 

"crime i n the parks." And robbing thousands of f a m i l i e s of 

homes i n the c i t y i s l i t e r a l l y "crime i n the s t r e e t s . " 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MRS. RCOHEY: I t i s the r e a l v i o l e n c e and lawlessness 

of our day. We understand now t h a t freeways can and do b r i n g 

f r i g h t e n i n g i n c r e a s e s i n poisonous fumes i n p a r t i c u l a r . We have 

heard explained g r a p h i c a l l y the hideous r i s k s i n the f i e l d of 

mental r e t a r d a t i o n , h e a r t , blood and lung d i s e a s e s t h a t w i l l 

follow,, The f a c t s are i n , a l l of them, on the automobile. 

Engine, brakes, c l u t c h , t i r e s — = • i t w i l l k i l l us one -way or 

another. I f we face the f a c t t h a t i t w i l l take four hundred to 

f i v e hundred years t o r e v e r s e what we have a l r e a d y done to 

p o l l u t e the ocean, i f we r e a l i s e t h a t penguins a t the North Pole 
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c a r r y DDT i n t h e i r f a t , do we not get some glimmer of the ex­

t e n t to which we are of not s u r v i v i n g i n our c i t i e s ? Do we 

not understand what we are doing to ourselves and t o our 

c h i l d r e n ? And what about the c h i l d r e n ? Do we have the r i g h t t c 

smash.through t h e i r neighborhoods, schools and playgrounds so 

that t r u c k s and c a r s can move w i t h ease and rob them of the veryj 

a i r they breath? Do we have the r i g h t t o so befoul the atmos­

phere t h a t our c h i l d r e n becomes the v i c t i m s of our greed or 

our i n d i f f e r e n c e or cur cowardess? Can we s i t around and pre­

tend to be h e l p l e s s when we know what i s happening and they do 

not know? You and I are not h e l p l e s s yet, i t i s the c h i l d r e n 

who are and we dare not play p o l i t i c s w i t h them and t h e i r 

futureo 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause 

MRS. ROONEY: So we recognise a t l a s t what we must do 

together. We the people of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and you 

i t s d u ly authorized r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s must r e t u r n these freeway-

plans t o Congress and t e l l them t h a t we s h a l l not commit s u i ­

c i de t o s a t i s f y those who dine a t the F e d e r a l trough. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MRS. ROONEY: There i s no point h i d i n g behind Section 

23 or 22, or any other s e c t i o n . We knew who wrote t h a t lav?: 

the highway mafia wrote i t . I t i s no sacred caul We have 

heard lawyers of both persuasions t e s t i f y to or f o r a p a r t i c u l a r 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I t i s not the business of t h i s C o uncil t h e r e -
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fore to condemn a c i t y on the t u r n of a phrase. T h i s i s not 

the time or the place to determine the v a l i d i t y of a law or 

s e t an i r r e v e r s i b l e precedent or c r e a t e an accomplished f a c t . 

T h i s c o u n c i l doss, however, have one r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h a t takes 

p r i o r i t y over a l l o t h e r s — a n d t h a t i s t o represent the people 

of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and voice t h e i r d e c i s i o n . I t i s 

d e r e l i c t to c l a i m h e l p l e s s n e s s i n dealing w i t h Congress. We 

have the same r i g h t s as any s t a t e i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r matter. 

Congress cannot b u i l d these roads-*-only you can sign 

the contract-•••and only you can give the approval. Threats of 

b l a c k m a i l only work i f you are w i l l i n g to play games. Ho 

penalty can be imposed on t h i s c i t y without immediately a f f e c t ­

ing those neighboring c o n s t i t u e n c i e s t h a t maintain t h e i r f i n a n ­

c i a l help by feeding on t h i s c i t y . 

Cut out the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and you severe 

V i r g i n i a ' s r i g h t arm. Cut out the subway money and you have 

the enraged c i t i z e n s of Maryland a t your t h r o a t . 

As a v e r y wise man once s a i d , and I quote: 

"ANY DAMN FOOL CAN WRITS A LAW," unquote. And I 

would l i k e to add, only great honest c i t i z e n s , great honest 

lawyers and great honest judges can determine i t s v a l i d i t y i n 

the l i g h t of our c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s and i t s j u s t i c e and 

b e n e f i t to mankind. 

THE AUDIENCE : (applause) 

CHAIR MAN MOORS: Very w e l l done, Mrs. Rooney. 



THE AUDIENCES (lau g h t e r ) 

CHAIRMANMOORE: May I ask the Chairman of the Council 

i f he wishes to comment or ask you a question. 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No questions. Thank you, Mrs. Rooney. 

CHAIRMANMX3RE: Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. Thank you very 

much. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Haywood? 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions. Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again may we thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: To those of you who may have come 

i n t o the hearing l a t e r on, when you hear the Chairman rap the 

gavel i t i s j u s t simply to I n d i c a t e that f i v e (5) minutes of 

time has passed and th a t there i s someone e l s e who wishes to 

speak. I t doesn't i n d i c a t e t h a t the speaker i s t o cease t a l k -

ing but j u s t to i n d i c a t e that f i v e <5) minutes has passed. 

W i l l Mr. David G r i n n e l l come forward? I f .he 1s 

present? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Carole Mullanoy, p r i v a t e c i t i z e n ? 

WHEREUPON, \ 

MRS o CAROLE MULLANEY, 

PRIVATE CITIZEN, TOOK TEE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUB--
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STANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

MRS. MULLANEY: Thank you. And I would l i k e to thank 

you f i r s t of a l l f o r t h a t l o v e l y e x h i b i t i o n t h a t you staged i n 

the back of t h i s h a l l p r i o r to some other testimony t h i s even­

ing. I can say thank you because I have now seen p o l i c e bru­

t a l i t y . I grew up i n a nice white middie-class suburb, i n 

another s t a t e , an3. I didn't have t h a t experience. And I am so 

happy t o have seen i t so th a t I can go back and t e l l everyone 

what i t ' s r e a l l y l i k e here. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MRS. MULLANEY: What else I am going to say here 

tonight i s not new, but I t h i n k i t bears r e p e t i t i o n since 

there seem t o be some who haven't been l i s t e n i n g much i n the 

past few ye a r s . The opponents of the freeways have been, a t 

t h i s s e r i e s of hearings and a t other such r i t u a l s i n the past, 
i 

t e l l i n g the planners and the public of the damage which freeways 

causa to ourenvironment. Yet here we are i n 1970, a l r e a d y 

choking and/or drowning i n our own f i l t h , and some people want 

to go on w i t h t h i s madness. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

Oh yes. P o l l u t i o n ^ Suddenly everybody's t a l k i n g about 

i t . Time and Newsweek i n recent cover a r t i c l e s c o l l e c t the 

f a c t s t h at we have known of f o r years and have shrugged o f f i n 

deference to what one Geologist terms "the American creed" —* 

"get r i c h today and t o h e l l w i t h tomorrow" — "Newsweek, 
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January 26, 1970, page 47." 

The automobile i s our number one a i r p o l l u t e r . E v e r y ­

body knows t h a t , and i t doesn't much s t r i k e the fancy. But how 

about t h i s one from a recent magazine i n Los Angeles, the 

highway lobby's v e r s i o n of heaven, thanks to a i r p o l l u t i o n , 

quote, "Almost e v e r / other day, the c i t y ' s p u b l i c schools 

f o r b i d c h i l d r e n t o e x e r c i s e l e s t they breaths too deeply." 

(Time, February 2, .197 0, page 59) Are Washington's schools 

next? And. s i n c e your neighborhood r e a l e s t a t e agent cannot 

keep a i r p o l l u t i o n Out, the t a i n t might even spread from the 

Worth C e n t r a l and inner loops and. legs t o Maryland and 

V i r g i n i a , where the highway planners l i v e . But s u r e l y I could 

go on f o r days w i t h s t a t i s t i c s and s t o r i e s t h a t 1 have gathered 

i n the past few years on the a i r p o l l u t i o n alone. 

But i t i s not the only k i n d of p o l l u t i o n threatening 

us. What of noise p o l l u t i o n ? What of the car s and t r u c k s , 

rumbling, thundering through our c i t i e s a t 60, 70, 80 miles an 

hour, day and night ? What of the deafness and the diseases of 

the nervous system caused by noise p o l l u t i o n ? 

And what of space p o l l u t i o n ? Not outer space where 

we've sent so much money, but inner space, our c i t y neigh­

borhoods, where we've sent so l i t t l e . The green spate i n our 

c i t i e s , the t r e e s , the parks are a l r e a d y miserably few. Yet as 

anyone who has ever had elementary biology knows, greenery i s 

e s s e n t i a l to our p h y s i c a l l i f e * and i t i s a l s o e s s e n t i a l to our 
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p s y c h o l o g i c a l l i f e . Would you replace "summer i n the parks" 

f o r the fun and p r o f i t of our c h i l d r e n w i t h "summer on the 

freeways" f o r the fun and p r o f i t of D e t r o i t ? 

Men and women of the C i t y C o u n c i l , the greed and 

short-sightedness of the highway lobby must not be allowed t o 

destroy our c i t y . We must have no more freeways. We must d i s ­

courage the s e l f i s h and i n e f f i c i e n t use of p r i v a t e automobiles 

f o r commuter purposes; - not j u s t not encourage, but discourage 

Raise the parking fees by heavy t a x a t i o n , speed up c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of the subway ; get b e t t e r and cheaper bus s e r v i c e by p u b l i c 

ownership, and b u i l d not another inch of freeways. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

M R S . MULLANEY: Environment i s s a i d to be the cause of 

the 7 0 { s . I t i s now the " i n " t o p i c of conversation, a politi« 

c a l l y sensive s u b j e c t , and a l l our f r i e n d s on C a p i t o l H i l l and 

i n the White House are 'mocking each other over to get on the 

bandwagon. Yet, to keep t h e i r f r i e n d s h i p w i t h the t r e a s u r e 

chest that i s the highway lobby, they would be g l a d a I am cer° 

t a i n ^ to use you, the non*elected c i t y c o u n c i l , as t h e i r door­

mat, on which they can wipe t h e i r f e e t before f a c i n g the environ 

ment—sensitive v o t e r s of t h i s e l e c t i o n year. 

THE AUDIENCE; (applause) 

M R S 0 MULLANEY: Therefore,, I say, r e s i s t . Do not 

recommend, approve, or even win]; a t t h e i r freeway l u s t . Let 

them., as Mr. Hechinger urged l a s t week, take the blame f o r t h i s 



rape..- f o r i t i s r i g h t t h e i r s . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are very pleased to have you come 

and hear your witness tonight. Are there questions from the 

Council? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Very w e l l s a i d , Mrs. Mullaney. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you again f o r your testimony. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE % Mr, James Spansly, c i t i z e n ? 

I am s o r r y . Mr. Floyd A g o s t i n e l l i ? I have s t i l l hav­

ing trouble w i t h your name. 

WHEREUPON9 

MR. FLOYD AGOSTINELLI, 

CITIZEN, APPROACHED THE MICROPHONE, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND 

TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

MR, AGOSTINELLI: That i s r i g h t a l l r i g h t . Reverend 

Moore. As I sa i d l a s t night, you may m u t i l i a t e my name as long 

as the c i t y i s not mutilated* 

THE AUDIENCE: (la u g h t e r ) 

CHAIRMANMOORE: Thank you, s i r . 

MR. AGOSTINELLI: Before I begin with my remarks I 

would l i k e to introduce i n t o the record an item from the 

Washington Post,, C l a s s i f i e d Section, dated January 17, .1970 



under the o f f i c i a l n o t i c e s where i t s t a t e s that t h i s C o u n c i l , 

i f necessary, w i l l hold a meeting on Monday January the 9 t h . 

The o r i g i n a l understanding was th a t Mr. A i r i s was to be a v a i l a b l 

f o r questioning by the e x p e r t s . And we, the c i t i z e n s , would yet 

l i k e to have that scheduled.. I t i s through no f a u l t of ours 

that i t i s being c a l l e d o f f and we would l i k e i t scheduled. 

And I want t h i s introduced i n t o the record. 

My name i s Floyd A g o s t i n e l l i . I l i v e w i t h my w i f e and 

f a m i l y at 1801 Kearney S t r e e t , Northeast. I am one of those, 

Reverend Moore, who was a r r e s t e d on August the 9th, 1969 i n 

these v e r y Council Chambers, and I w i t h my f i v e (5} c h i l d r e n 

was present a t the symbolic opening of the home- on 10th 

S t r e e t . I and my c h i l d r e n entered that one (1) house that we 

opened. And while ray c h i l d r e n swept the f i r s t f l o o r thoroughly 

I helped to remove the plywood from the windows. I mention 

t h i s , Reverend Moore, because i n that l i t t l e exchange that took 

place Tuesday evening between y o u r s e l f and Mr. C a s s e l l who 

spoke of w i t n e s s — a n d I intend Reverend Moore to speak t o you 

•my witness—»when Mr. C a s s e l l f i n i s h e d h i s testimony Councilman 

Y e l d e l l , whom I note i s absent, had the nerve to say t o Mr. 

C a s s e l l t h a t h i s vote on August 9th was not a vote f o r freeways 

but a vote taken under pressure. Councilman Y e l d e l l f u r t h e r 

s t a t e d that t h a t vote on August 9th was a "new b a l l game." 
• 

"The issue has changed," Councilman Y e l d e l l s t a t e d . W e l l , no 

| i s s u e has changed. There i s no new b a l l game. I , too, as Mr. j 
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Booker- l i v e d i n the old Southwest. Then as now the issue i s 

the sar..e«»~the b a l l game i s the same. For example, Greenleaf 

Gardens land was acquired by the National C a p i t a l -Housing 

A u t h o r i t y a t a cost of around $2,75 per square f o o t . I t i s , of 

course, p h y s i c a l l y located outside of the Southwest Urban 

Renewal Area. C a p i t a l Plaza acquired i t s land a t a cost of 

about $1.60 per square foot. Land use f o r people who need 

housing never comes cheap. Those f i g u r e s , which are a p p r o x i ­

mate, were t o l d to me by a former E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of the 

National C a p i t a l Housing A u t h o r i t y who happens to be something 

of the Mayor-Commissioner of the Washington, D. C. In the old 

Southwest we were assured so many times that the people who 

l i v e d there would be able to move back i n t o the area but i n t o 

new housing. Then, as now the is s u e was the same. Then as now 

i t was the same old b a l l game. When i t became q u i c k l y evident 

that a massive storm — snow storm — was occurring we were t o l c 

we could stop progress. Vie were t o l d we didn't understand 

pressure. We were t o l d t h at commitments were already made. We 

were t o l d so many of the same f a b r i c a t i o n s t hat I heard i n t h i s 

room since l a s t Thursday evening. But Councilman Y e l d e l l batter 

not t e l l me that, there i s a new b a l l game. And i f h i s vote f o r 

freeways wasn't a vote f o r freeways-then I have the dubious 

pleasure of meeting the f i r s t Councilman from A l i c e i n Wonder­

land , • • 

Councilman Moore, what i s w i t n e s s ? I s i t only a bunch 
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of words that I w r i t e on paper to be read to you? Or i s witness 

something more? And I note the p r e f i x of "Reverend" to your 

name. I presume that you understand w e l l the meaning of t h i s 

word "witness." But t h a t I may a l s o be assured that Chairman 

Hahn understands the meaning of the word "witness" l e t me s t a t e 

f i r s t and foremost, Chairman Hahn, th a t t h i s p u b l i c hearing 

should not have been c a l l e d on the i n t e r s t a t e freeway system 

i n tha D i s t r i c t of Columbia. Rather i t should have been c a l l e d 

on tha q u a l i t y of p o l i t i c a l courage, needed i n the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia. X wish at t h i s point to s t a t e that both Councilwoman 

Shackieton and Councilman Anderson have no need to hear me spea>; 

of p o l i t i c a l courage nor does Councilman Robinson, who was not 

here on that infamous day of August 9th, They are not intended 

f o r him but they are c e r t a i n l y intended f o r Vice Chairman 

Tucker, whom I a l s o note i s absent, who, a f t e r voting f o r the 

freeways could only say i n r i g h t i o u s i n d i g n a t i o n , "We were 

double "-crossed. " 

On p o l i t i c a l courage I f i r s t s t a t e t h a t simply because 

a lav- commands an a c t t o be performed, i n i t s e l f t h a t i s not 

s u f f i c i e n t reason t o obey t h a t lav;. Nov;, I ask the Council to 

l i s t e n and f o l l o w c a r e f u l l y because Councilman Moore—and I am 

sure he w i l l give h i s amen to what I say here: I repeat, be­

cause a law commands an act to be performed i n i t s e l f that i s 

not s u f f i c i e n t reason to obey that lav;. Laws to be obeyed must 

meet the f o l l o w i n g c r i t e r i a as a minimum: 



F i r s t , the substance of the law must be f o r th< 

common good of the people f o r Whom the law i s l e g i s l a t e d ; 

Second, the law d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y must not violate; 

the human r i g h t s of any one person; 

T h i r d l y , the law must be reasonable. 

H i t l e r ' s laws required Jews to wear the STAR OF 

DAVID because t h a t was a lav;. Who i n t h i s room, who i n t h i s 

C o u n cil would c l a i m t h a t t h a t law should have been obeyed or 

should not have been obeyed? Was that law of H i t l e r ' s f o r the 

common good of Jews i n Germany? Was that lav; upholding the 

human r i g h t s of the Jews i n Germany? Was th a t lav; i n any 

sense e x c l u d i n g , of course, an A l i c e i n Wonderland mentality, 

a reasonable lav;? 

Nov;, i f some of the Council Members are al r e a d y t h i n k -

ing t h a t the laws of H i t l e r and the laws of Congress are two 

d i f f e r e n t b a l l games, two d i f f e r e n t i s s u e s , then analyse the 

a c t i o n of Congress. For whose common good i n Washington, D. C. 

was Section 22 of the 1968 Highway Act passed? Does the Council}} 

have e a r s to hear, or i s i t deaf? What has the overwhelming 

testimony on freeways 'witnessed? Are the freeways f o r the 

common good of the- persons t h a t must be moved out of t h e i r 

homes? I s the increased t r a f f i c generated and induced good f o r 

the common good of Washington, D. C.? I s the r e s u l t a n t a i r -

p o l l u t i o n for; the common good? Has Congress l e g i s l a t e d a lav; 

t h a t I s r e a l l y good f o r Washington, D. C.? 
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T h i s i s •the f i r s t question t h a t t h i s Council must r e ­

solve before you can even begin to t h i n k of the r a m i f i c a t i o n s 

of i t s l e g a l i t y and i t s binding force on you* 

As Couneilwoman Haywood, seems to be so concerned,' I t j 

w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g to l e a r n by how you vote Counciiwoman Hay--

woods I f you t h i n k the freeways are f o r the common good of 

Washington, B„ C.—'and I mean i t s r e s i d e n t s . 

Secondly,- a law t o be obeyed must not d i r e c t l y or i n ­

d i r e c t l y v i o l a t e a s i n g l e human r i g h t of one (1) person. Today 

we understand t h a t human r i g h t s means so much more than a r i g h t 

to l i f e ; i t means s p e c i f i c a l l y i n t oday 5s Washington, D. C. 

t h a t i f a person owns a home--especially i f he i s black and 

owns a home-—that home i s never to be taken from him without 

h i s f u l l " f r e e " and "informed" d e c i s i o n made at h i s i n i t i a t i v e , 

not someone e l s e ' s . 

TH3 AUDIENCE: (applause) 

M R . AGOSTINELLI: Unless some members of the Council 

are now t h i n k i n g .that owning a home i s a matter of only 

property r i g h t s , I r e f e r you to the United Nations' u n i v e r s a l 

D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights and I a l s o r e f e r you to the Reverend 

Councilman Moore, who can e a s i l y s t a t e t h a t every man has a 

r i g h t t o acquire^ possess and keep a home—simply because he i s 

a man. How many persons and how many more persons must have 

t h e i r b a s i c human r i g h t s as persons v i o l a t e d because the high­

way lobby wishes t o continue' t o indulge i n t h e i r hobby of b u i l d -
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mg roads? 

I would l i k e Councilman Y e l d e l l to know, who i s absent 

what new issue i s involved when a person loses h i s home because 

of outrageous governmental a c t i o n . What d i f f e r e n c e i s there i f 

a person loses h i s home to Southwest Urban Renewal or to a f r e e 

1 7 a y? 

Permit me to r e l a t e an i n c i d e n t t h a t occurred on 

Tuesday, January I S , 1968, i n Brookland, an in c i d e n t witnessed 

by both Mayor Washington and Mr. A i r i s . A Mrs. Jeane Bennett 

who used to l i v e on 10th S t r e e t , Northeast, i n a meeting a t 

S t . Anthony's s t a t e d t o the Mayor t h a t some Highway men came t o 

her house, t o l d her she had to s e l l , o f f e r e d her $12,500 f o r 

a house she purchased 7 years e a r l i e r a t $12,Q00-«and she signed 

t h a t agreement to s e l l . She t o l d the Mayor her house was 

modest. I t had three (3) bedrooms, a sm a l l f r o n t yard and a 

small backyard. She t o l d the Mayor t h a t she has two (2) boys, 

young teenagers whose f a t h e r i s no longer i n the home. She told 1 

the Mayor t h a t she had to work hard t o keep the payments on that 

house, but t h a t she was doing i t . And she t o l d the Mayor th a t 

s i n c e s i g n i n g that lease she looked everywhere and could not 

f i n d a smal l house w i t h a smal l yard t h a t she could a f f o r d . I 

have been t r y i n g to lo c a t e t h a t woman, and 1 havent—-but I w i l l ! 

She asked the Mayor i n t e a r s , before 300 persons she asked the 

mayor, "What could she p o s s i b l y do?" And the Mayor of f e r e d 

help. He t h o u g h t f u l l y brought w i t h him the Relocation O f f i c e r 
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from the Redevelopment land .Agency. And I say that before t h i s 

C o u n cil dare approve or dare t o become an instrument t o b u i l d 

freeways i n Washington, D. C, yon ought to s a t i s f y your con­

science as to whether or not t h i s one {.1} "woman was helped. 

T h i s woman had been, taken from a home, a decent home th a t she 

could a f f o r d . And i f t h i s i s n ' t a v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s , 

then I must agree w i t h Councilman Y e l d e l l t h a t h i s vote wasn't 

a vote f o r freeways. Mr. Bennett, as so many persons i n the 

Southwest Washington, was t o l d one thin g only t o have another 

happen, and. X wonder who i s double -crossed, t h i s Council or the 

c i t i z e n s of Washington, D. C.? 

At the same time t h a t Mr. Washington was t e l l i n g us 

t h a t no f i r m d e c i s i o n was made on the North C e n t r a l Freeway, 

Mr. A i r i s under my questioning p u b l i c l y admitted t h a t 90-10 

Funds were used to t e a r the deck of the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge 

down and 90-10 f u n i s w i l l be used t o r e b u i l d i t . And t h i s was 

two (2) minutes a f t e r the Mayor s a i d no d e c i s i o n was taken. 

W e l l , we want t h a t T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge r e b u i l t p r e c i s e l y as 

was w i t h the v e r t i c a l supports and i n p r e c i s e l y the same place. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause} 

ME. AGOSTINELLI: And I even recommend t h a t the High­

way Department use second-hand a s p h a l t — b u t r e b u i l d i t as i t 

was o r i g i n a l l y . I : was i l l e g a l t o t e a r i t down; i t i s i l l e g a l 
• 

t h a t i t i s now being r e b u i l t to accommodate the North. C e n t r a l 

Freeway, and i t i s i l l e g a l t h a t t h i s Council even t o l e r a t e s such; 
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t a c t i c s by the Highway Department. I n testimony about a year 

ago over i n the bar Southeast I brought t h i s v e r y same issue 

on the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge before the Council and yet nothing 

has happened. 

T h i r d l y v a lav; to be obeyed must be reasonable. 

Councilman Daugherty, who I a l s o note i s absent, asked many 

times about the i m p l i c a t i o n s of the Congressional lav;. He , 

asks about p o s s i b l e repayment t o fami 1 ies—»not on the b a s i s 

of market v a l u e — b u t on replacement v a l u e . 

My experience since 1955 i n Washington, D. C. leads 

me t o quota to Councilman Daugherty the speech of Mark Anthony: 

"Judgment thou a r t f l e d to b r u t i s h beasts and men 

have l o s t t h e i r .reason. " 

Apparently my l i f e experience i n Washington, D. C„ i s diame­

t r i c a l l y opposed t o Councilman Daugherty*o 0 Does Councilman 

Daugherty understand t h a t there i s an absolute shortage of 

housing i n Washington, D. C ? Does he know t h a t . a t the same 

time the D i s t r i c t of Columbia has been e r a d i c a t i n g the dilapi™ 

dated dwellings here t h a t overcrowding has increased i n Wash­

ington, D. C. s l i c e 1945? Does Chairman Eahn r e a l l y know 

t h a t there doss not e x i s t i n Washington, D. C. s u f f i c i e n t 

housing to house e v e r y f a m i l y i n a d w e l l i n g t h a t i s decent, 

sa f e and s a n i t a r y ? And j u s t what does Chairman Hahn understand 

about housing i n Washington, D. C ? Can any person contend t h a t 

r e l o c a t i o n ' w i l l s olve problems? 
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We t u r n t o you, Reverend Moore,, My witness and to 

your w i t n e s s . As you w e l l know, the word '"'witness" comes to 

us from the Greek word . The e a r l y C h r i s t i a n s 

knowing that t h i s word " " was f r e q u e n t l y used by 

our Lord himself i n such phrases as, " I come to w i t n e s s . . . I come 

t o give testimony," applied t h i s word to those C h r i s t i a n s who 

died f o r t h e i r b e l i e f . These C h r i s t i a n s were c a l l e d martyrs 

because they gave t h e i r supreme testimony--the supreme wi t n e s s 

of t h e i r l i v e s . G. K. - can define "courage" as "a strong 

d e s i r e t o l i v e coupled w i t h a w i l l i n g n e s s t o d i e . " 

The hallmark of a martyr and i t s ( p r e s e n t day counter* 

part of w i t n e s s , Reverend Moore, i s the hallmark of courage. 

T h i s Council;, as a C o u n c i l , has a strong d e s i r e to l i v e and t h i s 

d e s i r e i s f i t t i n g . 

I address myself, however, to the question: " I s t h i s 

C ouncil's strong d e s i r e t o l i v e coupled w i t h a w i l l i n g n e s s t o 

d i e ? " 

"Does t h i s Council have the courage to stand i n f r o n t 

Of the law r a t h e r than hide behind the law?" 

" I s the pressing question f a c i n g t h i s Council one of 
i 

lav/, obedience, to a d i r e c t i v e of Congress- or i s the pressing 

question f a c i n g t h i s C o u ncil one of m o r a l i t y , obedience to 

conscience?" To whom. Reverend Moore ; s h a l l you render, to 

Caesar, or to God? 
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I can r e a d i l y understand, Reverend Moore, why s e v e r a l 

of the other members of t h i s Council are not e x p e r t s i n p u b l i c 

m o r a l i t y . ' They are not c l e r g y , f o r one t h i n g . . 

Secondily, I note the absence during these evening 

hearings of testimony from many of the r e l i g i o u s bodies--and I 

exclude t h a t v e r y e x c e l l e n t person who t e s t i f i e d l a s t n i g h t . 

I regret that t h i s C o uncil was not f u l l y informed on the require 

ment of m o r a l i t y by the r e l i g i o u s community. The f a u l t i s cleaz 

l y w i t h the r e l i g i o u s community that has so long ago to my mind 

abandoned any confederate r o l e i n s o c i e t y . T h i s Council i s 

fortunate f o r t h a t , however, because i f freeways were saw to 

be contraceptive t h i s Council would have to face the t e r r i b l e 

wrath of h i s Lordship P a t r i c k C a r d i n a l O'Boyle. One t h i n g i n 

f a v o r of freev/ays, they are not c o n t r a c e p t i v e . 

That the Council may be u t t e r l y c l e a r as to my 

testimony., my w i t n e s s . Reverend Moore,. I s t a t e that t h i s Council 

i n i t s report bark to Congress must report the f o l l o w i n g : 

F i r s t , the T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge i s to be immediately 

r e b u i l t according to i t s o r i g i n a l dimensions and not freeway 

dimensions. And I ask t h i s Council to have t h i s c o n s t r u c t i o n 

stopped immediately. 

Second, the charges againstMc Booker and the others 

a r r e s t e d f o r opening the home on 10th S t r e e t are t o be dropped 

and apologies made to those a r r e s t e d . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause} 

j 
^r__z±_ — 1 — : — — " • — ' • i 
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MR. AGOSTINELLI: A l l work on the Three S i s t e r s 

Bridge i s t o be halt e d and whatever p i l i n g s t h a t were pat i n 

place are to be removed, 

THE AUDIENCE t (applause) 

MR. AGOSTINELLI: Four, a l l homes on 10th S t r e e t are 

to be r e p a i r e d and the C i t y C o u n c i l , as a symbol of i t s good 

f a i t h , w i l l c o n t r a c t to the Emergency Committee on the T r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n C r i s i s , the r e p a i r , possible r e t u r n to o r i g i n a l owners 

and three, the f i n a l d i s p o s i t i o n of the 10th S t r e e t boaves. 

F i v e , t h a t part of the Center Leg of the Inner Loop 

t h a t l i e s outside of the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the Department of 
j 

I n t e r i o r i s to be b u i l t up, covered up, and given back over 

to housing. 

THE AUDIENCE: {applause} 

MR. AGOSTINELLI: ' And s i x , not one inch of freeways are 

to be authorised by t h i s C i t y Council u n t i l the c i t i z e n s of 

Washington, D. C. have a u t h e n t i c Home Rule. 

I f the Council t h i n k s that t h i s p o s i t i o n i s extreme 

I can only r e f e r you to Reverend Moore, to d i s c u s s w i t h him 

the requirements of p o l i t i c a l m o r a l i t y . I s the l e g i s l a t i o n of 

Congressmen and Councilman Daugherty'and Councilman Y e l d e l l 

and Councilman Haywood so hung up on f o r the common good of 
1 
I 

the c i t i z e n s of Washington, D. C.? I s that l e g i s l a t i o n f r e e of 

v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s of any one (1) person? I s i t even 
reasonab.le ? I 



106 

One l a s t observation. i s n ' t i t obvious why the Marylan3 

State Roads Commission has yet t o hold t h e i r p u b l i c hearings on 1 

the i n t e r s t a t e system that would connect at the D i s t r i c t L ine? 

Congress b l a c k m a i l s Washington, D. C. to b u i l d i t s 

freeways so that Washington, D„ C. can be used to b l a c k m a i l the 

Washington suburbs„ 

Does the Council r e a l l y want to involve i t s e l f to be 

the instrument of b l a c k m a i l so t h a t the Maryland State Roads 

Commission can say to the r e s i d e n t s of Maryland, "We are s o r r y , 

too, but Washington, D. C. has chosen to go ahead and b u i l d 

t h e i r freeways. We now have to b u i l d ours to accommodate the 

freeway t r a f f i c tugging out of Washington." 

You know, the Maryland State Roads Commission could 

have c a l l e d i t s publ i c hearings as e a r l y as 1965. They knew 

p r e c i s e l y where 1-95 was to enter i n t o the D i s t r i c t of Columbia s 

and i f t h i s i s denied then you have only to produce a survey 

of 1-95 at the D i s t r i c t Line showing p r e c i s e l y how they could 

enter the D i s t r i c t of Columbia,, I saw t h a t survey which was 

done by the Maryland State Roads Commission, and i t i s i n ex­

i s t e n c e . I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough t h i s Council could report to" 

Congress a l l my recommendations on the b a s i s that the Council 

f i n d s i t prudent to await i n g the d e c i s i o n by the Maryland State 

Roads Commission before proceeding f u r t h e r . But you know, th a t 

would not create a new b a l l game. And you can t e l l Councilman 

Y e l d e l l we have been playing the same old b a l l game at l e a s t 
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since 1955., And i n point of f a c t , i t i s the same game, and we 

the people here are s t i l l i n the o u t f i e l d and we 'rant our t u r n 

a t bat. We want t h i s C o u ncil to stand up to Congress and t e l l 

them that i n conscience they w i l l not p r o s t i t u t e any longer the 

c i t i z e n s of Washington, D. C. 

And Chairman Hahn, on August 9, a f t e r I was a r r e s t e d 

and released from j a i l on ray car radio I heard the report t h a t 

President Nixon commended you on your courage i n the face of 

very t r y i n g circumstances. And I wonder, Chairman Hahn, i f 

President Nixon would l i k e w i s e commend you on your courage f o r 

standing up to Congress? He stands up to Congress, why can't 

you ? 

THE ALT3I3MCE ? (applause) 

MR. AGOSTINELLI s I n Indianapolis^. President Nixon 

s t a t e d to the people of I n d i a n a p o l i s t h a t the people of Indian-™ 

a p o l i s know what's best f o r the C i t y of I n d i a n a p o l i s , and I 

agree w i t h President Nixon. I would l i k e to recommend, Chairraar 

Hahn, that yoii i n v i t e President Nixon t o Washington, D. C. 

and to make th a t same statement here i n Washington, D. C. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applaus) 

MR. AGOSTINELLI: T h i s concludes my testimony, Reverend 

Moore, and I am c e r t a i n that my view on the requirement of 

j u s t i c e , which i s the b a s i s of m o r a l i t y , cannot s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

d i f f e r from your view and I am looking forward to your "witness' 

when you c a s t your vote on t h i s i s s u e . 
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A VOICE FROM THE AUDIENCE: Amen,! 

MR. AGOSTINEELI e Thank you. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. A g o s t i n e l l i , i t sounds l i k e I am 

i n church. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause and laughter) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you so ver y much. ' r 
j. 

You are v e r y f o r c e f u l i n the way you present your 

pr o p o s i t i o n . Are there any questions from the Council? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: May we thank you so very much f o r 

t h i s v e ry f o r c e f u l testimony that you have brought here tonight.' 

MR. AGOSTINELLI: I would j u s t l i k e to point out one 

th i n g very q u i c k l y . I n 1950, we learned t h a t Washington, D.C. 

l o s t population over 1950. I happen t o be an urban s o c i o l o g i s t . 

I f we d i v i d e the c i t y i n h a l f : North C a p i t a l - South C a p i t a l 

S t r e e t - we f i n d t h a t west Washington l o s t population:•Northwest 

<- Southwest, Washington between 1950 and I960, but we f i n d t h a t 

Northeast and Southeast - considerably increased t h e i r popula­

t i o n between .1950 and i960. And the 1970 census w i l l be out, 

w i l l , be taken t h i s year, and i t w i l l show year by year increase 

of overcrowding s i n c e .1945. I t h i n k t h i s ought to weigh very 

h e a v i l y on t h i s C o u n c i l . Thanlc you. 
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CHAIRMAN MOORS: Again may we thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: We w i l l proceed to the next w i t n e s s , 

Mr. E l l i o t Liebow, C i t i z e n . 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. ELL I Of LIEBOW, 

CITIZEN, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS 

FOLLOWS :. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We -welcome you here tonight to 

bri n g your w i t n e s s , Mr. Liebow. 

MR. LIEBOW: Thank you, Chairman Moore, and Ladies 

and Gentlemen of the Co u n c i l . I w i l l be very b r i e f . I w i l l 

be l e s s than 10 minutes. My name i s E l l i o t Liebow. I was born 

and r a i s e d here i n Washington and I l i v e here now, i n Brook­

land, w i t h my w i f e and two c h i l d r e n . I do not speak f o r any 

orga n i z a t i o n . I speak only f o r myself. 

I t seems to me th a t the r e a l problem f a c i n g the 

members of the Council on t h i s freeway i s s u e i s not the problem 

of knowing what should be done, but the problem of doing what 

should be dons i n the face of opposition from powerful economic 

and p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s and a po s s i b l y p u n i t i v e Congress. 

I t i s p e r f e c t l y c l e a r by now t h a t the great m a j o r i t y 

of c i t i z e n s of t h i s c i t y do not want any more freeways here. 

And i f i s e q u a l l y c l e a r t h a t we are r i g h t f o r not wanting them. 

Freeways i n t o a c i t y and through a c i t y destroy a c i t y ? they 
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are as d e s t r u c t i v e of ' i t s economic- l i f e as they are of i t s 

s o c i a l and moral l i f e . Freeways i n t o our c i t i e s have become 

concrete symbols and concrete supports of race and c l a s s ex­

p l o i t a t i o n i n our s o c i e t y — n o t so much because they are "white 

men's roads through b l a c k men's houses" but because they are 

used to f a c i l i t a t e and encourage the separation of rac e s and 

s o c i a l c l a s s e s , rind worst of a l l , perhaps, i s the f a c t t h a t 

through freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t i s the black people and. the 

poor people and the other people i n the c i t y who are being-

asked t o s u b s i d i s e t h i s segregation, f o r they are the ones 

who w i l l have to pay the p r i c e — n o t so much i n money terms 

perhaps but i n every other way. 

Let us ignore, f o r the moment, the expert testimony 

you have a l r e a d y heard; how the automobile's appetie f o r f r e e ­

ways can never be satedj how freev/ays i n t o c i t i e s generate 

"induced" t r a f f i c and i n e v i t a b l y a t t r a c t more t r a f f i c than they 

can bear, thus defeating the ve r y purposes f o r which they were 

constructed* how a freeway program i r r e v o c a b l y commits a c i t y t 

tu r n i n g over more and more of i t s land area and i t s resources 

to the movement, storage and maintenance of automobiles. And 

l e t us ignore, too, f o r the moment, the enormous money cost of 

freev/ays, and the t e r r i b l e p o l l u t i o n they b r i n g w i t h them. Let 

us ignore a l l these things and ask, i s a freeway r e a l l y a free--

way? Are tens of miles of concrete, l a i d out i n s t r i p s as wide 

as f o o t b a l l f i e l d s , coming from a l l d i r e c t i o n s and a i l aimed a t 
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the heart of the c i t y , are these r e a l l y freeways? W e l l , to tha 

man who l i v e s i n the suburbs and. who wants a s t r a i g h t , c l e a r 

shot at h i s downtown o f f i c e or business, such broad avenues of 

concrete may loo"-: v e r y touch l i k e a system of freeways. 

But what may appear t o the commuter to be a marvelous 

system of freeways i s , to the hundreds of thousands of city-

d w e l l e r s , a monstrous complex of concrete b a r r i e r s . What 

appears t o open up the world f o r the commuter, c l o s e s i t o f f foi) 

the c i t y d w e l l e r . The commuter b e l i e v e s he i s l i b e r a t e d by the 

freeway, but f o r the black and the poor i n our c i t i e s , the free«j 

ways are a 20th Century upside-down v e r s i o n of the enclosure 

system—another rape of p u b l i c land f o r p r i v a t e g a i n . Freeways 

t h a t s l i c e through the c i t y cut people o f f from one another, 

and t h i s i s something t h a t no • c i t y can stand, and something thatj 

we have too much of already;, Anything t h a t c l o s e s c i t y people 

o f f from one another, p h y s i c a l l y or p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y , s t r i k e s a t 

the v e r y heart of c i t y l i f e , - i t f o r c e s neighborhoods to t u r n i n 

on themselves and converts them i n t o ghettoes, thereby t r a n s ­

forming the c i t y d w e l l e r , i n Herbert Cans 5 f i n e phrase, i n t o 

"urban v i l l a g e r s . " 

But the < people who l i v e i n the suburbs have both a' 

r i g h t t o and need f o r easy access t o the c i t y , and the people 

i n the c i t y have a r i g h t to and need f o r easy access to one 

another. The obvious and simple way t o respect the r i g h t s and 

serve the needs of both the c i t y d w e l l e r and h i s suburban 
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counterpart i s t o construct a mass r a p i d t r a n s i t network which 

reaches i n t o the O u t s k i r t s of the c i t y and beyond. T h i s would 

.provide the base f o r a t r u l y balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m — 

not the phoney balance between mass t r a n s i t and freeways, but 

an honest balance between mass t r a n s i t on one end, and walking, 

b i c y c l i n g , and perhaps i n the f u t u r e s m a l l , two-seater e l e c t r i c 

c a r s on tha other, w i t h automobile and t r u c k t r a f f i c kept to 

an absolute s t r i n g e n t , e s s e n t i a l minimum., 

Of course, the s t e e l r a i l s of a mass rapid t r a n s i t 

system would s l i c e through the c i t y i n much the same way that 

freeways do, but where freeways d i v i d e the c i t y and enclose 

i t s pares, a mass t r a n s i t system k n i t s the c i t y together. I t 

brings job and worker together, and store and patron together, 

and school and student, and c l i e n t and s e r v i c e , and f r i e n d and 

f r i e n d . Thus a r a p i d mass t r a n s i t system enlarges freedom of 

movement and choice 1, e s p e c i a l l y f o r poor people i n c i t i e s be--

cause, f o r them, these freedoms of movement and choice are 

c l o s 6 l y t i e d to the cost and. e f f i c i e n c y of publ i c t r a n s p o r t a -

t ion. 

Many of the people who I5.ve here f e e l they are 

str a n g e r s to the c i t y and t o one another. But an e f f i c i e n t 

mass t r a n s i t system could help b r i n g our c i t i z e n s together w i t h 

the c i t y they l i v e i n . With the new freedom of movement and 

choice made possible by an e f f i c i e n t mass r a p i d t r a n s i t system, 

people would have a wider range of jobs, s t o r e s , homes, schools 
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parks, parades, museums, l i b r a r i e s , a r c g a l l e r i e s , and to D„C» 

Council Hearings, And i n going to these pla c e s , they would get 

t o know the c i t y they l i v e i n , become l e s s f e a r f u l of i t , even 

f a m i l i a r w i t h i t , and f e e l themselves a part of i t . And i f the 

c i t y , on i t s p a r t , were to r e c i p r o c a t e , we w i l l have taken a 

g i a n t step toward b u i l d i n g t h a t sense of community which i s so 

d i f f i c u l t t o come by. 

One l a s t point,, I f a mass t r a n s i t system i s t o do i t s 

job of opening up the c i t y t o the people who l i v e i n i t and 

around i t , i t must o f f e r r i d e s t h a t are cheap, quick and con­

venient. And of course the cheaper, the b e t t e r . L a s t week, 

former Council Chairman Eechinger t e s t i f i e d before you, saying 
; 
: 

t h a t the c o s t of c o n s t r u c t i n g a freeway system could defray the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n and operating c o s t s of a mass t r a n s i t system f o r 

many y e a r s . T h i s suggests an opportunity f o r Washington to move] 

to the f o r e f r o n t of those American c i t i e s seeking new ways to 

s o f t e n the deep d i v i s i o n s among our people, to give new l i f e to 

the c i t y ' s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , , and t o enhance the l i v e s of i t s citizen's 

Let the C o u n c i l propose to Congress t h a t we use the money 

they were prepared to give us f o r freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n t o b u i l d 

and operate a f r e e , p u b l i c , mass r a p i d t r a n s i t system. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. LIEBOW: T h i s system would be a publicly-owned 

publi c u t i l i t y . Passengers would pay no f a r e s at a l l j mass 
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p r o t e c t i o n and t r a s h c o l l e c t i o n and pu b l i c schools are f r e e . 

Such a step, I b e l i e v e , would not only i n v i g o r a t e ' t h e economic 

and s o c i a l l i f e of our c i t y , but would go a long way toward 

b u i l d i n g a sense of belonging and p a r t i c i p a t i n g , a sense of 

community among our c i t i z e n s . And i t would go a long way, too, 

toward making the Nation's C a p i t a l e x a c t l y t h a t , the Nation's 

C a p i t a l . Thank you. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, Mr. Liebow, f o r t h i s 

v e r y worthwhile testimony. Are there questions from members of 

the Council? • • 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No questi o n s . 

MRS. HAYWOOD: 1 have no questions., thank you. 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again we than!: you, s i r . 

A VOICE EROM THE AUDIENCE: Mr. Chairman, I t h i n k you 

should know something about Our previous d i s t i n g u i s h e d speaker. 

At the r i s k of smbarasement, everyone should know t h a t t h i s i s 

Dr. E l l i o t Liebow who has w r i t t e n a c l a s s i c on inner c i t y l i f e 

i n t h i s c i t y c a l l e d " T a l l y ' s Corner-;" 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

A VOICE FROM THE AUDIENCE: Wo do have a very d i s t i n ­

guished c i t i z e n speaking before us a t t h i s time and I recommend 

t h i s book t o you h i g h l y . 
*Check S p e l l i n g of book. 
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CHAIRMAN 2'IOORS: Thank you ve r y much f o r chae informa­

t i o n . That makes us doubly proud, s i r , t h a t you came to bear 

testimony t o n i g h t , and I look forward—and I am sure the Council 

w i l l j o i n me i n t h i s — i n reading your book. 

Now we have been s i t t i n g f o r a .long time and perhaps 

we would l i k e to stand up and stretch,. Suppose we take a break 

here and i n f i v e (5) minutes we w i l l s t a r t again. 
WHEREUPON, 

THERE WAS A BRIEF RECESS. 

THEREAFTER, 

THE HEARING HAS CALLED TO ORDER AND THE FOLLOWING 

PROCEEDINGS WERE RECORDED: 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: The next witness i s Mr. K i r k Hess? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Not here? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: The next witness i s Mr. Jose Aeavero? 

A VOICE: Not here. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: The next w i t n e s s i s Mr. George P i p k i n 

A VOICE: Here. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Am 1 c a l l i n g t h a t name c o r r e c t l y ? 

A VOICE: That's c o r r e c t . 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. GEORGE PIPKIN, STUDENT CCMMITTEE ON THE 

TRANSPORTATION CRISIS, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN 

SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: • 
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CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are very pleased to welcome you 

here tonight,, 

MR. PIPKIN: Good evening, Reverend Moore, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Good evening, s i r . 

MR. PIPKIN: I an s u r p r i s e d to see t h a t the Chairman 

of the C i t y C o u n c i l has f l e d . Obviously he has looked over the 

agenda f o r the wit n e s s e s and n o t i c e the Student Committee on the 

Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n C r i s i s coming up—two of them—and there i s a 

t h i r d one here. Those big b l a c k l e t t e r s must have frig h t e n e d 

him o f f . There are two things I want to t a l k about before I 

begin my testimony. P e r s o n a l l y , t h i s hearing shouldn't be 

here. They should be up i n the Adams-Morgan Community where I 

l i v e and where the freeway i s going t o be coming through. And 

the second t h i n g , the astounding presence of so many policemen 

i n t h i s room. On the way down tonight my g i r l f r i e n d was almost 

a s s a u l t e d by a f r u s t r a t e d Southern Congressman. 

THE AUDIENCE: (lau g h t e r ) 

MR. PIPKIN: I b e l i e v e i n law and order and I t h i n k 

t h a t these men could be b e t t e r used on the s t r e e t s t o protect 

us from these c r e a t u r e s . 

, THE AUDIENCE: (lau g h t e r ) 

MR. PIPKIN: You might ask me to e x p l a i n t h i s b ig 

" S " on my j a c k e t here. T h i s stands f o r : SUPER LIBERAL. I'am 

here to d i s c u s s meaningful a l t e r n a t i v e s to the freeway system 

tonight and t o engage i n d e c i s i v e dialogue. 
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THE Au'DIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) _ , 

MR. PIPKIN: Consequently, I w i l l not speak against 

the freeway system but propbse a new one which was drawn up 

by tha New Hampshire Design Team concept. The name of the 

b l u e p r i n t which I have prepared on t h i s b e a u t i f u l map that has 

been provided to me by the Highway Department-—and about the 

only good t h i n g they put out these days—and, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t 

i s smeared w i t h mashed potatoes t h a t I had a t dinner. 

THE AUDIENCE: ( l a u g h t e r ) 

MR, PIPKIN: Tha name of t h i s projected great road 

i s the General Juble T. E a r l y Memorial I n t e r s t a t e Highway. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) (laughter) 

MR. PIPKIN: To those of us t h a t have been p r i v i l e g e d 

t o attend Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y and taken American h i s t o r y , you 

w i l l remember Juble E a r l y was a southern General who invaded 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i n 1363. 

A VOICE: He's s t i l l h erej 

MR. PIPKIN: He's s t i l l here y e t . And we f e e l t h a t 

the presence of freeways i n Washington w i l l g r e a t e r f a c i l i t a t e 

h i s descendants from repeating the a c t every morning when they 

go t o work. We name i t the Juble T. E a r l y Freeway as a sock 
I 

to Congressman B r o y h i l l . We Super L i b e r a l s are used t o making 
i 

socks i:o Congressman B r o y h i l l . As a matter of f a c t j we allowed 

one of our bridges t o be named THS LIGHT HORSE HARRY LEE 
BRIDGE. T e l l me, Reverend Moore, can you d i g the LIGHT HORSE 
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HARRY LEE BRIDGE? 

THE AUDIENCEi (laughter and applause) 

MR. PIPKIN: Quite f r a n k l y , I f e e l the advantage of the 

system which I propose i s f a i r l y obvious. Because freeways are 

designed t o c a r r y suburban and F e d e r a l employees to t h e i r jobs 

I don*t t h i n k i t should c a r r y them "near" t h e i r jobs but 

r i g h t " t h r u " t h e i r places of employment. 

Also I t h i n k you should transform roads from a measure 

which supports the growth of the oppressive F e d e r a l C i t y 

bureaucracy t o one which would a c t i v e l y smash i t by b u l l — 

doosing the b u i l d i n g s where i t hides. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. PIPKIN: F i r s t of a l l , i f you w i l l look at the 

raap""=and I am s o r r y t h a t i f hasn't been posted up there but I 

remember the route p r e t t y w e l l — i t s t a r t s o f f at the Pentagon, 

which of course r would have to be l e v e l e d immediatelyi 

THIS AUDIENCE: (laughter) 

MR. PIPKIN: Those p a r t s of the Pentagon which would 

not be taken out by a massive c l o v e r l e a f would be t r a n s f o r n l d 

beyond the f r i n g e parking l o t . We would not even have an a i r - . 

r i g h t s Pentagon. We would have no Pentagon whatsoever. The 

road would proceed d i r e c t l y north. 

M.a. PIPKIN: Oh, good evening, Mr. Chairman, I am glad 

yc a re t u rne d. 

MR. PIPKIN: I t would proceed d i r e c t l y north, r i g h t 



through the A r l i n g t o n Memorial Cemetary where, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

i t would of course destroy the Iwo Jima Memorial. I t would 

proceed t o bulldooze most of Rosslyn and .cross the Key Bridge. 

Mow, of course I see no n e c e s s i t y to b u i l d a new bridge 

across the Potomac R i v e r , We con make a double-deck key bridge, 

THE AUDIENCE: (lau g h t e r ) 

MR. PIPKIN: Then the road would proceed north, 

s t r a i g h t i n t o the heart of Georgetown and then make a r i g h t on 

"E" S t r e e t , wiping out most of Wisconsin Avenue. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) . 

MR. PIPKIN: Subsequent to t h a t i t would proceed 

d i r e c t l y down Pennsylvania Avenue and " t h r u " the White House. 

THE AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) 

MR. PIPKIN: However, because there i s a housing 

problem here there w i l l be a r e l o c a t i o n . 

THE AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) (applause) 

MR.PIPKIN: We propose to r e l o c a t e the r e s i d e n t s 

disrupted, by a grounds-rights housing. T h i s i s a v e r y new 

design team concept. We a r c going t o put Nixon i n a bunker. 

THE AUDIENCE: (laughter and applause) 

MR. PIPKIN: About SO meters beneath the s u r f a c e where, 

of course, he w i l l be protected a g a i n s t the angry c r i t i c i s m s of 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, The road w i l l then proceed " t h r u " 

the F e d e r a l T r i a n g l e , wiping out the Post O f f i c e Department, the 

I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission., and the other places of employe 
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ment t h e r e . To the l e f t w i l l be an enornorous downtown park­

ing f a c i l i t y . As a matter of f a c t , i t w i l l be so downtown 

t h a t a l l of the downtown businesses w i l l be forced to s a c r i f i c e . 

Then, of course, i t w i l l go s t r a i g h t t o and " t h r u " the United 

S t a t e s Capita.! B u i l d i n g . Nov;, t h i s presented a unique problem 

because the C a p i t a l Building--has r a t h e r unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

and a e s t h e t i c v a l u e , you know-—--and so I had my g i r l f r i e n d draw 

up an a i r - r i g h t s United S t a t e s C a p i t a l B u i l d i n g . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. PIPKIN: h b e a u t i f u l piece of a r t , i f I may have 

your indulgence t o pass around the room, before submitting i t 

as evidence. I t i s drawn by Kathy- and i t * s designed by Kathy, 

the. young lady s i t t i n g t h e r e . We propose t o put the C a p i t a l I 
up on s t i l t s , 50 f e e t up i n the a i r , move i t up b r i c k by b r i c k , 

and then run an int e r s t a t e - h i g h w a y r i g h t underneath. 

THE AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) 

MR. PIPKIN t There would be a Nation's C a p i t a l e x i t . 

The highway would t u r n r i g h t , t h e r e , demolish a l l of both 

House and Senate O f f i c e B u i l d i n g s . T h i s would be no great l o s s * 

However, we t h i n k t h a t we can spare, t h e L i b r a r y of Congress. 

Then the highway w i l l make a loop back., plow through the Depart­

ment of Transportation,, destroy most of L'Enfant P l a z a , where i t 

w i l l j o i n up w i t h the well-known LIGHT HORSE HARRY LEE BRIDGE 

that w i l l c a r r y i t across the b e a u t i f u l l y p o l l u t e d Potomac R i v e r 

and back of course t o the Pentagon. 
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Quite f r a n k l y I f e e l t h a t most of those d i s r u p t i v e 

freeway opponents who have come and outraged t h i s Council have 

f a i l e d t o present meaningful a l t e r n a t i v e s t o the Da C. Freeway 

system. I t h i n k t h a t the plan which was produced by those 

e x c e l l e n t engineers down a t our Highway Department—while i t i s 

the r e s u l t of b r i l l i a n t work**«really doesn't h i t the r i g h t 

t a r g e t s . F r a n k l y , I t h i n k that we ought t o save things of 

va l u e , l i k e "U" S t r e e t , You know, get r i d of Pennsylvania 

Avenue. F r a n k l y , "U" S t r e e t i s the main s t r e e t of t h i s c i t y 

and p r e t t y soon I t h i n k that you w i l l r e a l i s e t h a t , you know, 

i f i t comes down th r a s h i n g on your head where the main s t r e e t i r 

the c i t y i s . And the people of t h i s c i t y , of course, are going 

t o defend the main s t r e e t of the c i t y - of t h e i r town - which 

i s U S t r e e t . So, we are going t o have to s a c r i f i c e Pennsylvania 

Avenue i f we are going t o have freeways. 

I decided t h a t we a l s o need a North Leg f i n a l l y w i t h 

a l l of my'haggling. So, we decided t o run the North Leg s t r a i g h 

up Wisconsin Avenue where i t w i l l stop dead a t th a t n a t i o n a l 

C a t h e d r a l . T h i s way people w i l l be able to get to church. 

THE AUDIENCE: (lau g h t e r ) 

MR. PIPKIN: 1 have v e r y l i t t l e e l s e t o t e s t i f y to 

about t h a t . I am sure you have hundreds of questions on t h i s 

innovated design team concept. Thank you much. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. P i p k i n , you are d e l i g h t f u l . 
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So d e l i g h t f u l t h a t I can't t h i n k of any questions. 

THE AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Quite innovating, q u i t e r e f r e s h i n g , 

q u i t e r e l i e v i n g . I would ask my f e l l o w Councilmen i f they 

have any questions? 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: Mr. Chairman, 1 wonder i f Mr. 

Pip k i n and the young lady would a l s o l e t the Council see the 

drawing she did of the Council? 

MR. PIPKIN: Oh? Ke would be deli g h t e d . 

REPORTER{S NOTE: (Mr. Pi p k i n and h i s g i r l f r i e n d 

passed the•drawings to the Council.) 

MR. PIPKIN: These are j u s t p r e l i m i n a r y sketches. 

T h i s one i s you might say a s u r r e a l i s t study i n boredom. 

( E x h i b i t i n g to the Council.) I t i s a p i c t u r e of you. 

And of course the t i t l e i s "IT'S GOING TO EE A HOT 

TIME IN TEE DID TOWN TONIGHT," which of course i t may be. 

The other one i s a c r e a t i v e study of Mr. Hahn and Dr 

Robinson. There have been c e r t a i n changes i n p h y s i c a l 

a p p e a r a n c e — d i s t o r t i o n s . Sometimes a r t i s t s do t h i s s o r t of 

thi n g to give some ki n d of message. Anyway you r e a l l y don't 

look t h a t much l i k e a "bookie," Dr. Robinson. 

DR. ROBINSON: L i k e a what? 

MR.PIPKIN: Bookie j 

DR. ROBINSON: Oh, bookie? 

THE AUDIENCE: (lau g h t e r ) 



REPORTER'S NOTE: (The Council reviewed the two 

drawings.) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Pipkin,, you come as a'bold 

r e l i e f i n the midst of a very solemn a f f a i r . I know a l l of 

us here have been v e r y s e r i o u s i n c l u d i n g C o u n c i l . Somehow the 

way you do things tends t o br i n g us together. 

MR. P I P K I F : I f I might add a se r i o u s note here* I 

t h i n k sometimes things which a r e — w e l l , you use the comic to 

portray the s e r i o u s . Although there may have been a l o t of 

laughter which accompanied the Juble T. E a r l y Memorial Freeway 

we were dead s e r i o u s i n what we mean by t h i s . Freeways should 

not d i s p l a c e those homes. Freeways, i f they have t o be b u i l t , 

should s t r i k e back a t the people 'who b u i l d them. We f e l t i f we 

could p o r t r a y a freeway system which would mean as much t o J o e l 

B r o y h i l l as i t means t o u s — t h a t i s 0 i t would knock out h i s 

home0 h i s b u s i n e s s — r a t h e r than our homes and cur business, 

perhaps we could dramatise t o him and to you what we mean. We 

are v e r y s e r i o u s i n Our opposition t o the freeway system. We 

are the Student Committee on the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C r i s i s . We 

are opposed t o any freeways and w i l l continue t o oppose i t . I 

hope t h a t through presenting a comic r o u t i n e here tonight I 

could communicate t o the people here through g u e r i l l a t h e a t e r 

j u s t e x a c t l y -what we are t a l k i n g about; t h a t the freeways w i l l 

not be b u i l t whether or not you pass the money. That may be a 

young r a d i c a l shooting o f f . 1 Perhaps you should ask the foreman 
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of the Head Construction Company about h i s t r a i l e r s . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Councilman Haywood, have you f i n i s h e d ? 

CHAIRMAN HAYWOOD: Yes, Mr. Chairman 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thanh you ver y k i n d l y . 

MR. PIPKIN: Thank you, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Now, I would l i k e t o ask the indulgence 

of Mr. Rich G i l f i l l a n . There I s a gentleman here who wishes to 

t e s t i f y but he has t o go to work. The time i s almost here when 

he has bo go t o work. Would you object very much to him 

t e s t i f y i n g so th a t he can go to h i s JO3D? 

MR. GIL?ILLAN: B r i n g him on. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you very much. Mr. Weaver? 

Mr. Bruce T. Weaver, Member, Brookland Neighborhood 

C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. BRUCE T. WEAVER, 

MEMBER, BROOKLAND NEIGHBORHOOD CIVIC ASSOCIATION, TOOK THE 

WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE A3 FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are v e r y pleased to welcome you, 
• 

Mr. Weaver. 

MR. WEAVER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Chairman Moore, 

I want to thank the gentleman who s a i d "bring him oh." I have 
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been brought out of t h i s C o u ncil Chamber by those who s e t up 

the meetings. I urn shaky f o r two reasons, Mr« Chairman. I am 

speaking to oho Chairman of the C o u n c i l . I was touched on my 

way out on August the 9th, locked up. Subsequent t o the dis«-» 

m i s s a l of the charges i t was s t a t e d i n the Council's paper.;, 

the Washington Post, and I quote: 

" I t i s the C o u n c i l 8 s f e e l i n g t h a t t h i s d i s ~ 

p o s i t i o n best serves the i n t e r e s t of. j u s t i c e . " 

I am here tonight to do i n a small way j u s t i c e f o r the 

c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I am s u r p r i s e d t h a t I am nervous 0 but I a l s o read 

here a statement, on October the 9th, t h a t was published i n the 

Metropolitan pape :s of the area~~Maryland*«~not the Washington 

S t a r i s s u e , the Maryland i s s u e . Among other t h i n g s , I.was 

c a l l e d t o the Council Chamber a t the time they were considering,; 

quote., "Decorum i n the Council Chambers." I lament the f a c t 

t h i s evening that those who promulgate the pol i c i e s ^ , the r u l e s 

of t h i s chamber, have yet to s a t i s f a c t o r i l y set up a system 

~-which i s , no system needs to be s e t up. They conduct them-

s e l v e s i n such a fa s h i o n that we. w i l l have democracy i n the 

C a p i t a l of the v/o.:ld0 the C a p i t a l of the United S t a t e s , D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia Council Chamber*, I might say my statement i s a re.-* 

pressed one, repressed because of the f i a s c o of August the 9th„ 

I have been a f f e c t e d by i t . I t i s unbelievable,, that i n a 

democratic country i n t i m i d a t i n g a u x i l i a r y p o l i c e surround the 



Council Chamber where c i t i z e n s speaking i n t h e i r own behalf 

and behalf of others have become intimidated., f r i g h t e n e d . I 

suggest to you. Members of the C o u n c i l , there w i l l be a dark 

day——darker days—^vhen those i n t h i s Government continue to 

e x e r c i s e such omnipotent s t u p i d i t y . I v / i i l read my statement. 

Since i t being a long time I have had time to look i t over and 

7. don't think much of i t . No a s s e r t i o n s intended. A great 

portion of i t i s taken from something here. I paid not too 

much a t t e n t i o n t o i t . I was astounded when I s t a r t e d reading-

i t ; "Recommendations f o r a Freeway i n the Northern Sector and 

Related P o l i c y . " That i s not the subject of t h i s hearing t o ­

nig h t . T h i s i s a c l e a r demonstration, Mr. Robinson^ Mrs. Haywood, 

Chairman Hahn, of the procedures of T. F. A i r i s , D i r e c t o r , 

Department of Highways and T r a f f i c . He never l a y s i t on the 

wood as i t i s . He o f f e r s pie i n the sky f o r those of the • 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system, the p o l i t i c i a n s ? and has no answers t o 

Mr. A g o s t i n e i l i and others. I w i l l proceed now. I might say 

I am here because Z am a c i t i z e n of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I want toenjoy democracy such l i t t l e as i s o f f e r e d and do my 

b i t t o have more throughout t h i s land. I might t e l l you., I am 

sure you know ma:- My name i s Bruce T. Weaver 0 Ex-President 

among other reasons as a consequence of August 9th f i a s c o ; 
Brookland. 

To members of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Council my 

appearance here as an i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n concerned w i t h the 



problems of the D i s t r i c t Of Columbia, s p e c i f i c a l l y i n t h i s i n ­

stance as r e l a t e s t o the freeway program i n the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia tinier s e c t i o n 23(c) of the 1968 F e d e r a l Highway Act„ 

- T h i s "public hearing" according to announcement dated 

January 14 0 1970 i s f o r purpose of making "...report to Congres 

on the freeway progress i n the D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a . " a n d 

report "... i n connection w i t h the a c t i o n required by the 

D i s t r i c t of Coluubia Government under the 1268 Highway Act." 

I wish to submit t h a t the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Govern­

ment, represented e s s e n t i a l l y bh the Council,, unto t h i s time, 

has not performed i n behalf or i n response to the w i l l or the 

i n t e r e s t of tie c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. T h i s 

p o s i t i o n i s c l e a r l y supported by the ugly performance of t h i s 

body August l a s t . The Council's judgment then was s t a t e d to be 

'in response to Congress. Apparently i n response to those 

persons, who deem i t best not t o appear before t h i s body but 

i n v i s i b l e to the p u b l i c . Are they func biorl ing w i t h i n the 

system? Ely reference i s to the con s i d e r a t i o n of the Freeways 

si n c e 1955. 

S h a l l we d i r e c t our a t t e n t i o n to the "Recommendations 

f o r a Freeway i n tha Northern Sector and Related P o l i c y ? " The 

recommendation on Page IV th a t i t "was prepared i n cooperation 

w i t h the u. s. Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , F e d e r a l Highway 

Administration,, Bureau of Public Roads." What i s the extent 

of the cooperation of these F e d e r a l Agencies w i t h the D i s t r i c t 
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of Columbia Department of Highways and T r a f f i c ? Which was 

dominant? 

I t would be w e l l to consider the content of the 

"recommendations f o r a freeway i n the northern sector and r e ­

l a t e d p o l i c y , " 

F i r s t , i t i s w e l l to note,, e a r l y i n hearings as r e l a t e 

to freeways through the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i t was simply 

stated-*—and I say e a r l y i n hearings——riot• these hearings, I 

say i n "65e t h a t i s what I r e f e r t o 0 I t was simply s t a t e d 

a f t e r the questions and answers by Mr, A i r i s and h i s a i d e s , 

and a gentleman responded. I t was simply s t a t e d , t h a t the 

object of the freeway was to make i t e a s y — d i r e c t , economical;, 

convenient f o r persons to get frcat point A~"~Maryiand and 

V i r g i n i a — - t o point B«*~the inner c i t y of the D i s t r i c t of Column 

b i a , t o government B u i l d i n g s , trade a s s o c i a t i o n s o f f i c e s , 

personal o f f i c e s and businesses. The Urbanite coming i n t o the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia: i s t o emasculate i t economically to have 

the jobs. Through these places of employment c o n t r o l i t s 

development Q 

Back t o the "Recommendations" i t r e f e r s on page 3 

to " . . c a l l r e s i d e n t s of Washington and. the region.,«" Page 4.„ 

"people i n the a r e a . . , " Page 5, Figure 1 "...projected growth 

of population i n the Washington Metropolitan a r e a , 1940 t o • 

2000." Page 8 " . . . t r i p s made by t o u r i s t s and other v i s i t o r s 

i n t o Washington from outside the metropolitan a r e a . " Same page 



Table I I r e l a t i o n s h i p ..between t r i p making and urban 

a c t i v i t y . 0 0 p r o j e c t i o n of peak work t r i p s . . . a r e foreseen to the 

C e n t r a l Employment Area. " Note on. page 9, s e c t i o n C„ Urban 

A c t i v i t y . -* t* goals set by the National C a p i t a l Planning 

Commission i s t h a t the D i s t r i c t should continue t o be the 

regions center f o: commercial and Federal. Employment. 

As one reads the "Recommendations" the same t h r e a t i s 

used. The committee on 'Downtown Progress i n i t s 19SS Annual 

Report i n d i c a t e d by f i g u r e 4., Page 10, the demand f o r o f f i c e 

space i n 1935 by government -^Federal and D i s t r i c t , i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

and p r i v a t e - - a l l housing a preponderance ofemployees from other 

j u r i s d i c t i o n s . Figure 4 shows demands f o r the needs of 

e s s e n t i a l l y nonresidents, p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e ^ numerous educa=-

t i o n a l , m a n u f a c t u r i n g t o u r i s t s and consumer s e r v i c e s . I t i s 

of f e r e d by the Department to a f f o r d t r a v e l t o these o f f i c e s . 

S h a l l we continue to address ourselves to page 9? "The 

Nat i o n a l C a p i t a l Planning Commission foresees the n e c e s s i t y to 

develop w i t h i n the c i t y i n d u s t r i a l complexes t h a t u t i l i z e l i m i t e d 

urban land more e f f i c i e n t l y and t h a t have adequate a c c e s s i b i l i t y 

t o r a i l and highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . "Further on page 9 «•« 

development p o t e n t i a l f o r i n d u s t r i a l use i n the area i n the 

v i c i n i t y of Nov/ York Avenue.. .estimated t o be of almost l i m i t l e s s 

p roportions." • • 

We read on page 10 the statement of the Department 

"To provide g r e a t e r m o b i l i t y the Department has c a r r i e d forward 
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a continuing program of accomodation, limiting parking, 

r e v e r s i b l e lories and s t r e e t s , e x t e n s i v e s t r e e t s i g n i n g , and 

marking, and. a t r a f f i c operation c e n t e r . I n t e r s e c t i o n s have 

been r e b u i l t , a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s widened„»»the department has 

encouraged improved bus s e r v i c e and i s c o n s t r u c t i n g the areas' 

f i r s t s h e l t e r e d o f i s t r e e t bus t e r m i n a l i n the Southwest 

employment a r e a . " The Department l i g h t l y r e f e r s to neighborhood 

"»„.this program has given the s t r e e t s more c a p a b i l i t y to move 

t r a f f i c , the heavier v e h i c l e movement has impinged upon neigh­

borhood . q u a l i t i e s . " 

Yet on page 10 the Department eludes t o the r e q u i r e ­

ments to per f e c t a balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. S o l u t i o n of 

problem i s handled i n t h i s manner, ".«,the de c i s i o n m a k i n g 

a u t h o r i t y i s d i s t r i b u t e d among three major j u r i s d i c t i o n s ? the 

F e d e r a l government and two s t a t e s . " Mr. A i r i s won't even name 

the s t a t e s . He l i k e s t o cover up. 

G r a p h i c a l l y the "recommendation of the Department i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g . Beginning on page f i v e to page twenty f i g u r e s are 

drawn i l l u s t r a t i n g evoivement of plans covering twenty^years., 

Step by step the plans show one development—«—freeways proposed 

to be b u i l t i n the areas of the m a j o r i t y of the c i t i z e n s of the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia. I submit to you ««- freeways» ribbons of 

concrete: w a l l s of concrete,, i f you please. 

Members of the Cou n c i l may I remind you t h a t my r e ­

ferences to the recorrnendations of our Department of Highways 
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i s only a capsule i n d i c a t i n g the temper of i t s ultimate ob« 

j e c t i v e S o F u r t h e r reading causes one's h a i r to stand on 

end. The Department has presented a "Challenge." I t i s un­

b e l i e v a b l e t h a t such would be o f f e r e d . I t i s a cancerous pro­

posal to fence i n the c i t i z e n s , t o immobilise them, put them 

to sleep by repeating the terminology of the Area. Neither 

c i t i z e n s ' i n t e r e s t or v o i c e i s considered. 

I n summary, i t can be s t a t e d t h a t the impact of the 

proposed Freeway c l e a r l y provides three purposes: (1) an 

opportunity f o r those involved i n c o n s t r u c t i o n and supply of 

m a t e r i a l to r e a l i z e great f i n a n c i a l rewards? (2) to great 3.y 

a l t e r land v a l u e s ; \3l to d i s r u p t , d i s l o c a t e , and confine 

c i t i z e n s behind co-rridors of c o n c r e t e 0 

There i s no need f o r freeways t o b i s e c t the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia. 

The Council of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia shou3.d have 

no d i f f i c u l t y i n r e s o l v i n g a s o l u t i o n t o the question of i n " 

t e r n a l freeway f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

The comprehensive question, and the only question, i s 

t h i s C o u n c i l going to be responsive to the C i t i z e n s of tha 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia and express t h e i r w i l l ? Time and again 

they have demonstrated there i s no need to c a r r y cut the 

recommendation of the Department of Highways. 

Council's recommendation can include proposals to 

b u i l d around the D i s t r i c t not through it„ Your indulgence i s 
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a l i v i n g democracy* Thank you. 

TBS AUDIENCE: (applause) 

COOHCILKAN ROBINSON: Thank you, Mr. Weaver. Any 

questions, Mr. Chairman? ? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: Noj 

MR. WEAVER: I would l i k e t o point out to my f r i e n d 

Mr. Robinson--! c a l l him my: f r i e n d because I understand he i s 
i 

a R e p u b l i c a n — a stand up Republicans-there 8 s a d i f f e r e n c e ^ 

the North C e n t r a l Freeway i s chosen i n preference t o the New 

York Avenue area because chore i s unl i m i t e d commercial possla­

b i l i t i e s along the New York Avenue ar e a . 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Councilman Haywood? 
' ' ' I " k 

COUNCILHIN IJAYNOOD: No questions. 
COUNCILMAN ROBINSON:. Thank you, Mr. Weaver. 

Mr. G i l f i i l a n ? 

MR. GILFILLAN: G i l f i i l a n . 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Come r i g h t forward, s i r . . 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. RICH GILFILLAN, 

CITIZEN, TOOK TEE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE A3 

FOLLOWS: 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Mr. G i l f i i l a n , a c i t i z e n . We 

are glad to have you here t o n i g h t . 

MR. GILFILLAN: People of the C i t y C o u n c i l and people 
t h a t are hers t o n i g h t , I would l i k e to preface my remarks w i t h 
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a couple of observations about.what X saw here tonights, what I 

saw when.X f i r s t cams i n and was s i t t i n g heme when Sam Abbott 

was removed from the room, I haven't seen a d i s p l a y of a large 

number of policemen l i k e 2 saw tonight since I t h i n k i t was 

around October .when about 100 policeman from the c i t y organi­

z a t i o n was sent to the Three S i s t e r s Bridge to stop people from 

stopping the co n s t r u c t i o n o f the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

Again I would say on a few days a f t e r t h at I sav? them 

again, was attacked by them and was a r r e s t e d . Again I saw them 

i n such a large force during tha days of the moratorium;, on 

October 15th • and KOve ruber 15th, and 1 see them here again t o ­

night. I t h i n k i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to observe, t h a t the p o l i c e " 

men are not se r v i n g t o protect whoever they, are pr o t e c t i n g 

against the C i t y Council's P r e s i d e n t , Mayor, and people l i k e 

t h a t . They are net pro t e c t i n g them from people l i k e Representa­

t i v e Nader',, l i k e people from the Highway lobby, or businessmen. 

They are protecting them from the people i n the D i s t r i c t , from 

the people of the United S t a t e s , and from the people of the 

world. 

I t h i n k i t would be e q u a l l y c l e a r t h at i f t h i s i s a 

body supposedly working f o r the people of the D i s t r i c t there 

would seem to be a c o n t r a d i c t i o n as t o what t h i s body i s 

a c t u a l l y doing and who i t i s s e r v i n g . 

Secondly, I would a l s o l i k e to comment on the f a c t 

that there seems to be a lack of any a quorum of C i t y Council 
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here., and I don't' l i k e the idea o f having to t e s t i f y before 

such a s n a i l number of Councilman. 2 can't r e a l l y take s e r i o u s l y 
. ... . 

these hearings when i t seems that even the Councilman involved 

can°t take them them s e r i o u s enough to take a F r i d a y night t o 

come and l i s t e n t o the testimony that people have t o o f f e r . 

Now I haven't been here during the l a s t few days of 

the hearing but I t h i n k that tonight s u f f i c i e n t testimony.has 

been o f f e r e d on why the bridge i s t e c h n i c a l l y bad, why i t i s 

bad f o r the people of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, and why highways 

are bad i n g e n e r a l , and why the automobile i s bad and why 

p o l l u t ion i s bad. 

What I would l i k e t o do i s o f f e r an a n a l y s i s of why 

t h i s . - i s bad or why i t i s Occurring, why t h i s highway i s being 

b u i l t and why i s i t t h a t the p o l i c e f o r e s of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia, that the p o l i c e force of the country, and t h a t the 

Army of the United. S t a t e s has to protect people from the people 

of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, from the people of the country ' 

and from the people of the world. 

So 1 t h i n k we have.to s t a r t o f f by asking•the questions 

"Why i s t h i s highway being b u i l t ? " And 2 t h i n k we can, from 

looking at what's going and seeing who has been i n fa v o r of 

highways and who has been against highways, i t i s c l e a r t h at 

t h i s highway i s not being b u i l t to serve people,, Highways are 

being b u i l t to serve business i n t e r e s t s ? they are being b u i l t 

to serve the business i n t e r e s t s of the D i s t r i c t ? they are being 
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b u i l t to serve the business i n t e r e s t s of people who make high­

ways that b e n e f i t from the c o n s t r u c t i o n of highways. And so 

I t h i n k t h i s brings us t o the issue of what p o l l u t i o n i s a l l 

about. 

P o l l u t i o n i s 0 e s s e n t i a l l y , a c o n t r a d i c t i o n between i n ­

t e r e s t s , between the i n t e r e s t s of the people who make money 

and the i n t e r e s t s of people who want to l i v e a nice l i f e , want 

to l i v e a good l i f e and want t h e i r c h i l d r e n to grew up i n a 

country and. i n a world that can provide them that good l i f e . 

I t h i n k i t i s unfortunate to have to come to t h i s point 

When people can't breathe, and when people can't hear i n the 

city,.and when people and k i d s can't go out and have fun and 

r e c r e a t i o n without having t o worry about what kind of a i r they 

breathe. But i t i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n t h a t has always e x i s t e d , 

t h a t people i n the r e s t of the world has known f o r many years , 

that people i n South America have t a l k e d about f o r a v e r y long­

time; ana the people of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and the people 

of America are j u s t coming to f i n d out i t e x i s t s . 

I s i t before you wearing two buttons ( i n d i c a t i n g on 

h i s c h e s t } . One i s a button sayings "ENVIRONMENTS, " supporting 

an or g a n i z a t i o n that wants t o f i g h t against p o l l u t i o n i n the 

D i s t r i c t and i n t h i s country. The other button i s a button 
ganaremos 

t h a t s a y s , (Spanish T r a n s l a t i o n : , which i s a Spanish 

word, and means "We w i l l w i n j we w i l l conquer." I t i s a button 

to support the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n , a r e v o l u t i o n t h a t was against 
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t r y i n g to b u i l d a bridge over the Potomac R i v e r and to run high­

ways through the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and to run highways over 

the r e s t of the land. 

THE AUDIENCEt (applause) 
i 

M R . GILFILLAN: I see the struggle that the people are 

waging a g a i n s t the highways i n the D i s t r i c t i s more of a struggle 

f o r a b e t t e r l i f e i n the D i s t r i c t . I t i s a struggle t h a t i s be­

ing fought a l l over tie world, and i t ' s being fought against the 

same people. I t i s being fought against Nixon. I t i s being 

fought ag a i n s t people l i k e Representative Nader. I t i s being 

fought against people l i k e those t h a t s i t on the C i t y C o uncil 

i n Washington, D C C . 
I 

I t i s a struggle being fought against people who don't 

care about, people, whose i n t e r e s t i s not people, whose i n t e r e s t 

i s making money, and whose i n t e r e s t i s s e r v i n g people to make 

more money. 

I t h i n k D. C. i s a colony. Some people say D. C„ i s 

the l a s t colony. That's not t r u e . D. C t i s a colony, Puerto 

Rico i s a colony, Vietnam i s a colony. They are colonies of 

the same power of the United S t a t e s . The United S t a t e s * 

i m p e r i a l i s t power i s waging a war i n Vietnam. I t i s the United 

States'' i m p e r i a l i s t power that i s keeping the people of Puerto 

Rico f r e e ; and i t i s the United S t a t e s ' i m p e r i a l i s t power t h a t 

i s i n s i s t i n g on b u i l d i n g highways through the D i s t r i c t of 
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Columbia by d i s r u p t i n g people's l i v e s and r u i n i n g the a i r of the 

D i s t r i c t or Columbia-^—of the United S t a t e s and the r e s t of the 

world a t the same time. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause} 

MS, GILFILLAN: I f e e l t h a t the s o l u t i o n f o r D. C. then 

i s not al l o w i n g home r u l e j the s o l u t i o n does not l i e i n r e ­

pr e s e n t a t i v e government. C i t i e s around the country have r e -
i 

p r e s e n t a t i v s government and have highways going through t h e i r 

homes. They have p o l l u t i o n i n t h e i r a i r e They have p o l l u t i o n 

f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n to l i v e w i t h everyday. We have a Potomac 

R i v e r t h a t i s pollu t e d from the top to the bottom, not because 

i t i s not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e government—but because i t i s a 

problem i n our land.. I t i s an e s s e n t i a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n our 

s o c i e t y , and that c o n t r a d i c t i o n has to be re s o l v e d . 

I t h i n k then f o r the C i t y Council people here tonight 

there i s only one question. There i s only one issue and there 

has only been one issue a l l along: The C i t y Council recognized 

t h a t when they voted against the freeways i n the beginning. 

The i s s u e i s a b e t t e r l i f e f o r people i n the D i s t r i c t , 

a b e t t e r l i f e f o r pao'ple i n the world. And t h i s i s s u e i s going 

to be decided. 

F i r s t of a l l , the C i t y Council has a chance t o decide 

i t . The C i t y Council has a chance to stand up and say. "We are 

men," and say, "We stand f o r these people, that we want a b e t t e r 

l i f e f o r these people and we want a b e t t e r l i f e f o r o u r s e l v e s . " 
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of courageo I t i s an i s s u e of g i v i n g things up. I t i s an issue 

of even Misconceiving what one's s e l f - i n t e r e s t i s y One's s e l f -

i n t e r e s t i s not making more money when he won't be a l i v e t o 

spend t h a t money. I t doesn't mean anything i f you have a l o t 

of money and your c h i l d r e n can't go cut and play l i k e i n the 

s t r e e t s of Tokyo where people have to wear masks t o walk down, 

the s t r e e t s . That's not your s e l f - i n t e r e s t . Your self**in« 

t e r e s t i s not c r e a t i n g p o l l u t i o n and r u i n i n g the world. 

TEE AUDIENCEs (applause) 

MRo GILFILLAN; I -would l i k e to address the a t t e n t i o n 

of the C i t y C o u n c i l t o the.two f l a g s t h a t s i t behind then: 

Both f l a g s are topped by an eagle. I t i s the eagle 

of the United S t a t e s . Eagles d e f i c a t e . The eagle of the 

United S t a t e s has d e f i c a t e d on the people of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia., the people of the country, and the people of the 

world too long. 

The F e d e r a l Government and the D i s t r i c t Government 

see t h a t the r e a l t h i n g to do r i g h t now, the r i g h t thing to now 

do i s to stop t h a t , t o stop the highway system, stop the war 

i n Vietnam, and to so stop depression around the world and i n 

the D i s t r i c t as w e l l . 

There i s going to be another eagle that i s going t c 

r i s e . I t i s going t o be the eagle of the people, and t h a t 

eagle i s going to r i s e up and i t i s going to " s h i t " on the 
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people of the F e d e r a l Government. I t i s going to " s h i t " on the 

people of the D i s t r i c t Government, and on th a t " s h i t " and on 

th a t waste and on th a t buried waste they are going to b u i l d a 

new world. And i f those people i n the F e d e r a l Government and 

the D i s t r i c t Government are going t o w a i t f o r that " s h i t " t o 

come down then they are net going to see that b e t t e r world,, I t 

i s going t o be a shame,, because people should be around t o see 

th a t b e t t e r world., 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. GILFILLAN: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Any questions from members of the 

Council? 
.i 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions, Mr, Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: . No questions. 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Trie next witness i s Mr. Bob Waldrop, 

The S i e r r a Club. 

(no response} 

CHAIRMAN MOORE< The next witness i s Mr. George 

Alders on. F r i e n d s of the E a r t h . 

WHEREUPON, 

' MR. GEORGE ALDERSON, 

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN 

SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 
j 

MR0 ALDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are v e r y pleased to welcome you,' 

s i r * 

MR. ALDERSON: S am George Alderson, and I am Acting 

Washington Representative of F r i e n d s of the E a r t h , a member-" 

sh i p o r g a n i s a t i o n incorporated l a s t July**»and thus the newest, 

s m a l l e s t n a t i o n a l conservation group-*=»commi11ed to preserva« 

t i o n , r e s t o r a t i o n and r a t i o n a l use of tha ecosphere. Our 

Washington o f f i c e i s temp o r a r i l y at 323 Maryland Avenue, M.E. 

By foregoing t a x exemption and d e d u c t i b i l i t y , F r i e n d s of the 

E a r t h i s seeking to be as e f f e c t i v e as possible i n i n f l u e n c i n g 

l e g i s l a t i o n and i n m o b i l i s i n g e l e c t i o n support f o r p o l i t i c a l 

candidates w i t h outstanding conservation records. We are a l s o 

i n i t i a t i n g a pu b l i s h i n g program. 1 have handed i n a copy of 

the environmental handbook f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I par­

t i c u l a r l y commen3 the chapter on the auto.mobile. Rather than 

go i n t o f u r t h e r 3 e t a i l on what F r i e n d s of the E a r t h are doing 

I merely submitted copies of our recent Newsletter which w i l l 

o u t l i n e some of vhaf we are doing. 

With regard to the D i s t r i c t of Columbia a f f a i r s we 

are one of the p a r t i e s t o the Three S i s t e r s Bridge l i t i g a t i o n . 

Stated as simply as p o s s i b l e , the proposals of the 

D. C. Department of Highways are an i n s u l t to the i n t e l l i g e n c e 

of the c i t y ' s r e s i d e n t s , the i n t e l l i g e n c e of those who only 

work i n tha c i t y , and the i n t e l l i g e n c e of the nation. The 

proposals s t a r t from the lud i c r o u s assumption that more freeways 
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are d e s i r a b l e — o r even necessary. Mow, t h i s i s not very s u r ­

p r i s i n g , s i n c e we know t h a t these are proposals done by en* 

g i n e e r s , and i t ' s always easy t o pick on the engineers as the 

v i l l a i n s . As somebody once s a i d , "Engineers are too one-sided 

to c a s t a shadow." They can do very w e l l a t c a r r y i n g out the 

l i m i t e d o b j e c t i v e s they've been assigned? t h i s i s apparently 

t r u e i n t h i s case, A great deal of ingenuity has been devoted 

to the wrong o b j e c t i v e s . I t i s easy t o see how much ingenuity 

i t takes, t o t h i n k up a l l these i s s u e s and everything t o hide 

these freeways, but everybody knows t h a t they w i l l be there a l l 

the same. I t i s not the engineers who are the problem s o l v e r s 

i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , i t i s the p o l i t i c i a n s t h a t c i t i z e n s r e l y 

on t o t e l l the engineers, "No, thanks," and to look beyond 

those erroneous assumptions of the engineers and f i n d the 

a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t w i l l b e n e f i t the people and not hurt them. 

Thus, F r i e n d s of the E a r t h j o i n w i t h other c i v i c groups 

to Urge the C i t y C o u n c i l to r e j e c t a l l of the freeway proposals 

submitted by the Department of Highways, and t o h a l t work on the 

Three S i s t e r s Bridge as w e l l . 

Now, the bad e f f e c t s of these p r o j e c t s have been 

documented thoroughly by other w i t n e s s e s . T h e i r impact on 

s o c i a l ana e c o l o g i c a l v a l u e s i s a matter of record. I n the 

face of these reasons not t o b u i l d them, freeway advocates 

apparently f a l l back on an i n t r i g u i n g concept c a l l e d "demand." 

But what t h i s "demand" b o i l s down to i s t h a t i f you b u i l d free<=» 
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' ways, people w i l l use them. Continuing t o choose the p r i v a t e 

.car over p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and over l i v i n g c l o s e r to work 

The consequences of t h i s choice include not only a network of 

freeways d i s s e c t i n g the c i t y and i n s u l t i n g the environment,' 

but a l s o a need f o r more parking l o t s and an imposition of s t i 

grea t e r a i r p o l l u t i o n downtown. These, 1 t h i n k , aire conse­

quences that are no longer acceptable. 

As David S i v a has asked, "Suppose we simply didn't 

b u i l d them?" Not b u i l d i n g the freeways or the Three S i s t e r s 

Bridge would have the f o l l o w i n g b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s , q u i t e 

aside from a v e r t i n g the d e s t r u c t i o n caused by the p r o j e c t s 

themselves; 

F i r s t , you would provide an i n c e n t i v e f o r m-ore e f f i -
i 

c i e n t transportation, t h a t takes up l e s s space, uses l e s s 

energy,, and c r e a t e s l e s s p o l l u t i o n . As long as the freeways 

keep expanding, the subway system and buses cannot'reach t h e i r 

peak value to the c i t y because the i n c e n t i v e to use them does 

not s t r i k e home. 

Second, you .would be providing an i n c e n t i v e a g a i n s t 
i 

suburban sprawl and a l l the consequences, which are plaguing 

the neighboring j u r i s d i c t i o n s even now. I have been present 

a t hearings before the N a t i o n a l Capital---—the Maryland. National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission and other county bodies out there 

and they are going through some s i m i l a r problems, as of course 

everyone knows from the recent news r e p o r t s . . So, one of the 
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freeways l i k e w i s e become l e s s d e s i r a b l e ; because people have 

t o s t a r t t h i n k i n g about l i v i n g near where they work. As a r e -

s u i t of t h i s , p r o j e c t s l i k e the Northern Freeway and tha Cuter 

Beltway become even more lu d i c r o u s than they are to s t a r t 

T h i r d , people f i n d t h a t , working c l o s e r to home, 

they have more time t o spend w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s , i n s t e a d of 

spending two hours a day behind the s t e e r i n g wheel of a c a r . 

And those people, who don't go l i v i n g out there f i n d they don't 

have t o contend w i t h freeways and the r e s u l t a n t e f f e c t s around 

the house. 

I n a d d i t i o n , as Mr. Liebow s a i d , people by l i v i n g 

c l o s e r t o where they work they have a chance t o get together 

and develop a sense of community which i s a b s o l u t e l y l a c k i n g the 

way things are going. 

So, these are some of the kinds of s o c i a l v a l u e s t h a t 

you get by deciding not to b u i l d any more freeways. Other 

c i t i e s have made t h i s d e c i s i o n . New York C i t y i s one. San 

F r a n c i s c o i s another. And, i n San Fr a n c i s c o , . t h e y look forward 

to the day when they can t e a r down the Embarcadero Freeway, 

somewhat the same concept t h a t we have been t a l k i n g about here 

w i t h the Whitehurst Freeway. Cur there even the Mayor t a l k s 

about the day when they w i l l t e a r down the freeway..„The D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia has, I think., more to lose from these c u r r e n t pro-
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posals than e i t h e r of those c i t i e s , . I fhinlc t h a t here we 

a l s o have a consensus t h a t i t ' s time t o stop. 

F r i e n d s of the E a r t h urge the C i t y C ouncil:to take a 

strong stand against the freeways, and e x e r t some p o l i t i c a l 

l e a d e r s h i p leading a broad p u b l i c e f f o r t t o k i l l t h i s freeway 

i d e a Q 

The C i t y C o u ncil doesn't have to s i t here l i k e an 

umpire c a l l i n g b a l l s ana s t r i k e s , i t can lea d , 

V7e a l l know t h a t these p r o j e c t s have s u r v i v e d t h i s 

long only because of a few men on C a p i t a l H i l l , I suggest 

t h a t t h i s i s the time t o make use of the broad c o a l i t i o n t h a t 

has been forming, and i t has been forming year by year and montl 

by month, and make use of t h i s c o a l i t i o n to b u i l d a p o l i t i c a l 

movement t h a t can defeat t h i s idea up on the H i l l where i t ' got 

s t a r t e d . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, Mr. Alderson. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Are there questions by members of the 

Council? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questi o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you ve r y much. Your testimony 

w i l l be entered i n t o the record. 

Mr. L e s l i e Luchanol. Pardon me f o r mispronouncing youi 
name. 
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WHEREUPON* 

MR. LESLIE LUCEANOL, 

STUDENT COMMITTEE OH THE TRANSPORTATION CR I S I S , TOOK THE 

WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are v e r y pleased to welcome you. 

MR. KJCHANOLs My name i s L e s l i e Luchanol, and I am 

a student a t Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y , and I have been a c t i v e on 

the Student Committee on. the Transp o r t a t i o n C r i s i s . I am a l s o 

a member of the Georgetown and Graduate Students <=» where e a r l y 

i n the year we passed unanimously a r e s o l u t i o n condemning any 

f u r t h e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of freeways i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

One of the reasons why I am here i s that I am a 

student i n Washington ( D & C. Most of the reasons a g a i n s t con­

s t r u c t i o n of the freeway system have been given v e r y , v e r y 

w e l l spokenly by Mrs. Rooney and other people. 

I would j u s t l i k e t o put across my point of view, as a 

student- i n Washington, D. C.0 United S t a t e s of America, i n a 

v e r y personal way, a way th a t I t h i n k i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of any 

of the students i n Washington, D. C. or any of the students i n 

the United S t a t e s . 

I r o n i c a l l y enough I was born i n Dearborn, Michigan, 

which i s the hometown of Henry Ford, and my education i s 

financed by Ford Motor Company. I f i n d myself i n a v e r y strange 

p o s i t i o n of having been a r r e s t e d i n the f a l l i n p r o t e s t i n g the 

co n s t r u c t i o n of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. Between the time that 
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X was bora and r a i s e d and educated i n Dearborn, Michigan, and 

the time t h a t I was a r r e s t e d , v e r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c events have 

happened t o ice t h a t I t h i n k are.very, s i g n i f i c a n t . I came t o . 

Washington, D, C, I came to school i n Washington, D„ C. 

I was h i t c l m i h i n g through the c i t y and 7. f e l l i n love w i t h 

the c i t y of Washington, D„ C. by i t s n a t u r a l beauty* a l s o by 

the governmental a c t i v i t i e s of t h a t c i t y t h a t I had bean brought 

up to respect as the best government i n the world, represent** 

i n g the i n t e r e s t of the people of th a t country. 
i 

A f t e r graduating from High School, coming t o Washing** 

ton, D. C. t o go to school, a l o t of e f f o r t s of working i n the 

community, a l o t of e f f o r t s of reading and being a c t i v e have 

g r a d u a l l y changed a l o t of those cherished views t h a t 1 f e l t . 

A f t e r being a r r e s t e d t h i s f a l l I wrote a terra paper 

i n regards t o urban highway p o l i c y i n Washington, D. C„ and 

across the country. And there i s no way that I can r e a l l y 

communicate t o you t h i s overwhelming di s g u s t t h a t I j u s t 

picked up i n researching the h i s t o r y of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

s t r u g g l e occurring i n Washington, D. C. e where time and time-

again the i n t e r e s t s of the people of Washington, D. C. have b£ec 

disregarded. Part of t h i s can be understood by the p a r t i c u l a r 

f e t i s h t h a t the American people have had. f o r the automobile 

s i n c e i t was b u i l t and s i n c e the l a r g e s t p u b l i c works, program 

i n the United S t a t e s was begun. T h i s p a r t i c u l a r f e t i s h t h a t 

the United S t a t e s has had f o r the automobile I t h i n k i s 
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the m o b i l i t y and independence t h a t t h i s popu-

l a t i o n has always desired„ i f i s a l s o v e r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 

the t e c h n o l o g i c a l and production o r i e n t a t i o n t h a t the United 

S t a t e s has taken during t h i s time. An o r i e n t a t i o n t h a t r i g h t 

now places highways, concrete, over values of j u s t i n d i v i d u a l 

sacred human right;;. 

And so I f i n d myself a student here i n Washington, 

D. C., j u s t watching t h i s government t h a t I have grown t o 

consider l e s s than i n a respectable manner, and I t h i n k f o r 

v e r y l e g i t i m a t e reasons. 

I f i n d myself t e s t i f y i n g here i n f r o n t of a C i t y 

C o u n c i l , appointed by the F e d e r a l Government, but which i s 

supposed t o represent the r i g h t s of the people, t h e i r i n t e r e s t s , 

the needs of the people of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, which a t 

one time voted to cut o f f f u r t h e r freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n but then 

reversed i t s d e c i s ion, b u c k l ing down t o pressures from Congress 

->"to business and economic i n t e r e s t s . 

I j u s t doubt, r e a l l y , whether t h i s C i t y C o u ncil w i l l 

have the courage a f t e r l i s t e n i n g t o the testimony of the 

people of Washington, D. C. t o uphold t h e i r wishes f o r no 

f u r t h e r freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, t o 

s t a r t to redesign a c i t y t h a t i s indeed designed t o meet the 

needs of the people t o c r e a t e a; community, a c i t y where people 

come t o l i v e , t o l e a r n , t o work, to j u s t pursue what human 

beings a r e supposed t o . When Mr. B o z z i was t e s t i f y i n g e a r l i e r 
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t h i s evening he mentioned P a r i s and compared P a r i s t o Washing-

.ton, C, When he was r e c i t i n g t h a t example I couldn't help 

but t h i n k of P a r i s i n the spring of 1963 when the workers and 

the students of t h a t c i t y rose because t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r govern­

ment was not meeting t h e i r needs and t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 

I am a f r a i d i f the t e c h n o l o g i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n t h a t has 

been e x h i b i t e d by t h i s country over p a r t i c u l a r l y the past 50 

years, the continued d i s r e g a r d of the i n t e r e s t s of those 

people, t h a t the same th i n g i s going t o happen here i n Washing** 

ton, D. C« i n the Nation's C a p i t o l , which I t h i n k would be a 

v e r y appropriate t h i n g , symbolizing the l a c k of response of the 

Government t o meet the needs of the people^ of the people, by 

the people, ana f o r the people. 

THEi AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. LUCIlfiNOL: When I f i r s t came t o Washington. D. Co, 

on a h i t c h h i k i n g t r i p , I walked a l l over the c i t y , t o the var i o u 

memorials, around the v a r i o u s parks—'•and i t * s a v e r y b e a u t i f u l 

c i t y . I wonder i f i n 20 years I w i l l be able to f i n i s h the walk 

w i t h a son daughter of mine to the same memorials., same parks, 

and same c i t y and say t h a t t h i s i s the C a p i t o l of our country 

and t h i s i s the symbol of the United S t a t e s of America. I would 

hate t o sea an atmosphere t h a t can't be breathed :• park lands be-*' 

ing completely paved over? businesses and h i g h - r i s e o f f i c e b u i l d 

ings being' constructed r a t h e r than people's homes and people cs 

parks and people's c i t i e s , where people can j u s t come t o , as I 
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s a i d before, j u s t t o lead t h e i r l i v e s the way human being ought 

t o . I r e a l l y don't have too much more t o say beyond t h i s : 

I have had prepared v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s of my term paper 

to read back to you, but a l l these arguments have a l r e a d y been 

much b e t t e r s a i d by people much more knowledgeable i n the various 

a r e a s . 

I would j u s t l i k e t o conclude my remarks by saying 

t h a t i t i s up t o ycut- as people~«as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , supposedly 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the people of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, a f t e s 

bearing t h i s overwhelming testimony«-«=to stand up ' f o r the 

r i g h t s of these people,;, the r i g h t s of yourselves as i n d i v i d u a l s -

f o r the r i g h t s of your c h i l d r e n , t o stand up and make your voicz 

be heard,, heard i n such a way t h a t the d i g n i t y of human beings 

i n t h i s country and t h i s c i t y and throughout the world can be 

preserved and promoted. Thank you. 

THE AUDXEHCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Luchanol, thank you v e r y much f o r 

your testimony here tonight- the depth . of your s i n c e r i t y . 

Above a l l , I -want t o compliment you on the superb choice and 

noble words w i t h i n the E n g l i s h language t o express y o u r s e l f . 

THE AUDIENCE: (laughter) 

A VOICE FROM THE AUDXEHCE: " S h i t " i s now l e g a l i s e d ? 

COUNCILMAN MOORSi May I ask the other members of the 

Council i f they have questions? 

(no response) 
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CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr, Maurice A« Davis,. Brookland 

Heighborhcod A s s o c i a t i o n ? 

WES RED'PON 2 

MR. MAURICE A, DAVIS, 

BROOKLAND NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION, APPROACHED THE MICROPHONE 

AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS* 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are v e r y pleased t o welcome you 

here, Mr, Davis . 

MR, DAVISx Mr. Chairman, ether Members of the C o u n c i l , 

I am Maurice A. Dav i s , President of the Brookland Neighborhood 

•~*Civic A s s o c i a t i o n . I extend g r e e t i n g s to you on behalf of 

the Brookland Neighborhood. We take t h i s opportunity to accept 

your i n v i t a t i o n to appear before you. I t i s our hope to make 

known t o you and r e f l e c t a t t i t u d e s , moods, and so on, expressed 

by the m a j o r i t y o J the people i n our community. We as e l e c t e d 

o f f i c e r s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Brookland Neighborhood A s s o c i a ­

t i o n are p u b l i c s e r v a n t s and f e e l a sense of duty and r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y toward our community. However, we must admit 

t h a t there was some r e l u c t a n c e as t o whether or not we would 

appear before you because of the events t h a t occurred here on 

August 9th, 1969. We w i l l get r i g h t to the point. Let us 

convey t o you that which i s expressed by the r e s i d e n t s of the 

Brookland Neighborhood. 

They a r e a l l opposed to any freeways, gateways or 

new roadways, coming through t h e i r community, I repeat, we are 



ooposed t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the North C e n t r a l Freeway- i n a s * I 

much as i t w i l l not enhance our c i t y i n any way. Father i t 

would serve merely t o accommodate any design f o r the suburban 

commuter. I t i s not i n the best i n t e r e s t of, and, t h e r e f o r e , 

i t i s of no value t o our community. 

I t would serve i n a d d i t i o n to d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t our 

community. The Brookland Community i s a r a t h e r unique i n ­

tegrated middle-class neighborhood. I t i s e s p e c i a l l y desirous, 

t h a t i t be kept t h a t way. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the proposed 

freeways c a r r i e s i n i t s wake : the d e s t r u c t i o n of dwellings 

.which are a l r e a d y i n c r i t i c a l demand. The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 

freeways a r c t h a t they w i l l b i s e c t , d i s s e c t and separate one 

s e c t i o n of the community from the other. I f the proposed f r e e ­

way were constructed i t would e l i m i n a t e taxable r e a l e s t a t e , 

c o n t r i b u t e to a i r p o l l u t i o n problems, and would not embrace a 

balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n program. I n t h a t the c i t i z e n s of the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia "would not be prime u s e r s . An unbalanced 

s i t u a t i o n would r e s u l t by v i r t u e of the f a c t t h a t the freeways 

would not p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y a l l e v i a t e the D i s t r i c t * s v e h i c l e 
I 

problems. 

The c i t y planners have a l r e a d y admitted t h a t freeways 

are going t o be b u i l t f o r non-rush-hour t r a f f i c , as s t a t e d by 

Mr. A i r i s . We are i n accord w i t h the Democratic C e n t r a l 

Committee "which recommends t h a t there be no more roadways t h r o u g i 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 
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THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

ME, DAVIS: The automobile and the t r u c k requirements 

are i n s a t i a b l e and i f the s i t u a t i o n i s appeased by one free-ray 

today, another w i l l be bred tomorrow—another slaughter a l l e y 

and haven f o r s e l f - s e r v i c e , s e l f - i n t e r e s t l o b b y i s t s , b ig i n ­

t e r e s t developers, concrete companies, and c o n t r a c t o r s , a l i k e * 

are a l l d eterimental to the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

The r e s t r i c t i o n of the commuter t r a f f i c i n t o the 

D i s t r i c t , augmented by the u t i l i s a t i o n of a s u r f a c e t r a n s i t 

system and u t i l i s a t i o n , of an imminent r a i l system, owned and 

operated by the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, i s the answer to our 

dilemma. 

We of Brookland are aware t h a t time d i c t a t e s changes 

and we are not only w i l l i n g but we demandto be instrumental 

i n b r i n g i n g about these changes. But we w i l l not r e l i n q u i s h 

our duty by sanctions and transOrmation of our neighborhood i n t o 

a jig~saw puzzle, brought about by a freeway which we do not need 

or want.. 

At the present the heads of our Government are v e r y up° 

set by the pro t e s t movements i n t h i s country. Let us inform 

them t h a t t h i s country, as our h i s t o r y t e l l s us, were founded 

by people who were d i s s i d e n t s . 

We c a l l your a t t e n t i o n t o one of the most important 

documents of our Government, and I quote? 

When i n the Course of human events,, i t becomes 
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bands which have connected them w i t h another, and 

to assume among the powers of the e a r t h , the 

separate and equal s t a t i o n to 'which the Laws of 

Mature and of Nature's God. e n t i t l e them, a decent 

respect t o the opinions of mankind r e q u i r e s t h a t the< 

should declare the causes which impel them t o the 

s e pa r a t i o n . — ; 

"We hold these t r u t h s to be s e l f - e v i d e n t , t h a t a l l 

men a r e created equal, t h a t they are endowed by 

t h e i r Creator w i t h c e r t a i n , unalienable Rights, 

t h a t among these are L i f e , L i b e r t y and the piirsu.it 

of H a p p i n e s s . — 

"That t o secure these r i g h t s , Governments a r e 

i n s t i t u t e d among Men, d e r i v i n g t h e i r j u s t powers 

from the consent of the governed, «— 

"That 'whenever any Form of Government becomes 

d e s t r u c t i v e ofthese ends, i t i s the Right of 

the People t o a l t e r or t o a b o l i s h i t , and t o 

i n s t i t u t e new Government, l a y i n g i t s foundation 

on such p r i n c i p l e s and organizing i t s powers i n 

such form, as t o them s h a l l seem most l i k e l y t o 

e f f e c t t h e i r S a f e t y ana Happiness," 

THS AUD3SNC3« (applause) 

MR. DAVIS: We do not advocate overthrowing the gove 

http://piirsu.it
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:aent as such. But one would t h i n k t h a t during these ultramoderr 

times utopianism i s being i m p r a c t i c a l . I t doesn't serve the 

needs of the people. 

We would l i k e to c a l l t o the Mayor's a t t e n t i o n a 

few q u e s t i o n s : 

What do we say to our people i n Brookland about the 

69 homes he promised t o r e t u r n t o the community? 

We are nob here to p e r s o n a l l y a t t a c k the Mayor. We 

understand he has l i m i t e d power. But we do not f e e l t h a t he 

should — but we do f e e l t h a t he should e x e r c i s e the power 

t h a t he does have. 

To date only f i v e (5) homes have been re s t o r e d and 

rented. Our demands were home^cwnership. We c a l l on the Mayor 

t o exonerate the men who were a r r e s t e d f o r unboarding one (1) 

home a t the Corner of 10th and F r a n k l i n . 

We must r e s t a t e t h a t the a c t of these men was a 

symbolic one. I t was not commuted out of d i s r e s p e c t f o r the 

law. We c a l l on the Mayor again t o l i b e r a t e these men from 

these charges, f o r they a c t cut of respect of humanity. 

We want the heads of our Government to know t h a t we 

are concerned about the many problems t h a t e x i s t here i n our 

c i t y . Among; them are h e a l t h , housing, crime and underemployment 

Mr. Chairman, and Members of the C o u n c i l , we are urging 

you not to submit to any more p o l i t i c a l oppression. You have 

i n your hands the decision, the d e c i s i o n you make now w i l l decide 



whether or not you w i l l d i v i d e t h i s community, or whether you 

w i l l keep i t i n t e g r a t e d . I t i s ve r y important t h a t yon make 

the r i g h t decision because we don't t h i n k you w i l l get another 

chance. 

I n c l o s i n g , Mr, Chairman, I d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n to 

a s m a l l verse f r o a the B i b l e . You w i l l f i n d i t i n the Old 

Testament: 

"God expects more than s a c r i f i c e s and o f f e r i n g s . 

Ee demands t h a t j u s t i c e he given to a l l men: to 

the poor as w e l l as t o the r i c h . Ee demands 

righteousness i n a l l your dealings every day of 

the week. Let j u s t i c e r o i l down l i k e water and 

righteousness l i k e an ever flowing stream," 

AMOS , 5TH CHAPTER, 24TI-I VERSE. 

I am sure t h a t t h i s l i t t l e verse i s f a m i l i a r to yon. 

You have probably used i t i n your M i n i s t r y before. I t i s j u s t 

a l i t t l e thought to pass on. 

On behalf of the Brookland C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n , I thank 

each and every one of your f o r your patience i n l i s t e n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you ve r y much. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: You have been very f o r t h r i g h t i n your 

testimony, and we do app r e c i a t e . Are there questions from mem« 

bers of tha Coun c i l ? 

(no response} 

! 
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CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again we thank you. 

Mr. Joseph Coleman,- C i t i z e n ? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: I f Mr. Coleman i s not present -

Mr. Bernard C a i n , Brookland C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n ? 

.WHEREUPON* 

MR. BERNARD CAIN, 

BROOKLAND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND 

TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Ca i n , we are v e r y pleased t o w e l ­

come you. 

MR. CAIN: Thanh you Reverend Moore. I am pleased 

t o be here t h i s morning. 

Presentation to the Reverend Moore and the D. C. 

C i t y C o u n c i l : I appear here i n opposition t o Section 23(c) of 

the Highway Act of I3S3. As President of the Brookland C i t i z e n s 

Association,., I wi s h t o express my ap p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h i s oppor­

t u n i t y t o speak. And I w i l l j u s t s t a t e f o r a moment t h a t I 

j u s t got through ty p i n g t h i s copy f o r the r e p o r t e r and I am 

s o r r y t h a t they didn't have more carbons i n t h a t t y p e w r i t e r . 

I would have had one f o r a l l Of you. I was s i t t i n g back i n the 

back tonight and I took my time t o w r i t e t h i s , so. I hope you 

w i l l a p p r e c i a t e i t . I have been t o a l l of these hearings and 

I have been unable-«-working e v e r y d a y — t o get t h i s done hence­

f o r t h . 



One, t h i s proposed freeway would severe the success­

f u l l y i n t e g r a t e d Brookland Michigan Park neighborhoods. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , i t would separate the raain C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y 

Campus from approximately 30 dormitories, seminaries, and 

r e l i g i o u s houses which are s i t u a t e d east of 10th S t r e e t , 

Northeast. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , i t would render somewhat i n a c c e s s i b l e 

the 12th S t r e e t , Northeast shopping ce n t e r . T h i s i s the sole 

e x i s t i n g shopping are a f o r the 7,000 C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y and 

T r i n i t y College students, as w e l l as the neighborhood r e s i d e n t s . 

May I c a l l your a t t e n t i o n t o the demolition of the 

T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge, located over the B&O R a i l r o a d t r a c k s . 

T h i s i s shown i n the Sunday S t a r February 11, I9S3, along w i t h 

some of the 59 homes along the then proposed North C e n t r a l 

Freeway route. The ramps shown on the sketched map designated 

to death by General Duke. T h i s bridge was to have been com­

pleted by November 1939 c walk up there tomorrow. Over two year 

l a t e r i t s t i l l looks the same. 

The t o t a l North C e n t r a l takes 191 homes and 121 b u s i ­

nesses. The area between F r a n k l i n S t r e e t and Euchanan S t r e e t 

took 440 dwellings u n i t s and 23 business p r o p e r t i e s assessed 

at $2,606,000 t a x a b l e . Today i t i s 101 hemes (32 of these are 

of the 69 mentioned). Now i t i s 35 businesses. 

A need f o r t h i s commuter road i s doubtful. As a 

reasonable t r a f f i c count on the Northeast S t r e e t s has not been 



p o s s i b l e s i n c e 1932. F i r s t - Monroe• then 12th, were paved, 

followed by 13th; then erne Rhode I s l a n d Avenue? North C a p i t o l 

S t r e e t ? Michigan Avenue? and now New York Avenue and the T a y l o r 

S t r e e t Bridge s t i l l unuseable. People are rerouted and the 

detour s t r e e t s wear out and don't get r e p a i r e d . Perhaps the 

C o u n c i l should recommend t h a t the Bureau of Public Roads be­

come involved on a 50«=>50 b a s i s and r e q u i r e t h a t detour routes 

be repaved whenever damaged by t r u c k t r a f f i c Without the 

n e c e s s i t y of c i t i z e n s ' requests. T h i s c i t y i s i n bad shape. 

These freeways we are t o l d w i l l generate business. I 

wonder why the E l i t e Theater next to the Southwest Freeway i s 

closed? 

The C o u n c i l should ask Congress t o L e g i s l a t e power t o 

charge Motor V e h i c l e Owners an annual fee of $20,00 to inspect 

p o s i t i v e crankcase p o l l u t i o n c o n t r o l d e v i c e s . There i s one 

being e'eve loped t h a t can be put on a v e h i c l e i n place of a 

m u f f l e r t h a t w i l l reduce the carbon Monoxide content from 3.6% 

t o 0.6%. I ask t h a t you place t h i s p o l l u t i o n c o n t r o l cost 

data i n t o the r e c o r d . 

What does Montgomery County o f f e r i n exchange f o r the 

D, C. s a c r i f i c e s of these homes and s t r e e t s ? Tonight's paper-" 

and I am s o r r y — - i t i s yesterday's now-^the Suburban Record 

February 6, 1970, reads: "Freeway Dumped." I wish to submit 

t h i s to the record. 

I n order to c o r r e c t a misunderstand the 1953 F e d e r a l 
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A i d Highway Act of 1953., i n the Congressional Record, J u l y 2, 

1968, Page H 5337, Chapter 5, Section 5 0 5 ( a ) , Replacement 

housing: "Such payment, not t o exceed $5,000, s h a l l be the 

amount, i f any.*.such payment s h a l l be made only t o a d i s p l a c e d 

owner who purchases and occupies a dwelling w i t h i n one year 

subsequent t o the date on which he i s required to move from 

the dwelling acquired f o r the p r o j e c t . " High i n t e r e s t r a t e s 

may dash such owner hopes and l e t Mr. A i r i s o f f the hook* 

Without naming names I assume that there are members on 

t h i s Committee who w i t h i n the l a s t two years have waxed eloquent 

on the need of D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s f o r Home Rule and s e l f - d e ­

t e r m i n a t i o n on seme of the matters which a f f e c t them. Are 

these same members s t i l l of the opinion t h a t the d e s i r e s of 

c i t i z e n s of a community should be respected? How can those 

members c r y f o r Home Rule as they stomp i n the dust those who 

pro t e s t the t a k i n g of t h e i r homes? 

Make the January 2„ IS70 Republican Headlines i n the 

D a i l y News t r u e , £TQ EXPAND PARKS AND RECREATION.! I would l i k e 

t o submit t h i s to the record also., 

Make the 1970 Uorld Almanac changes page 631, under 

Washington; D c Co, reads, quote: "The new Coun c i l , t a k i n g 

o f f i c e i n 1957, and the newly appointed National C a p i t a l Planning 

Coaimission attempted a f t e r p u b l i c hearings to e l i m i n a t e two 

p r o j e c t s c a l l e d f o r by the Highway Act of 1953. These were a 

orooosed Three S i s t e r s Bridge over the Potomac and the North 
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C e n t r a l Freeway. Unable t o obtain r e l e a s e or subway funds 

Otherwise, the Council voted i n August 1959 t o accept the bridge 

and freeway, w i t h the p r o v i s i o n t h a t an a l t e r n a t e freeway 

route- would be studied. " 

You can withdraw t h i s n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n by your 

a c t i o n s . 1 thank you f o r your attendance a t t h i s l a t e hour. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Thank you, Mr. Cain, f o r your v e r y 

worthy testimony. The m a t e r i a l you have requested to be 

entered i n t o the record i s ordered t o be entered i n t o the 

record. 

Are there questions from my f e l l o w Councilman? 

(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Again we thank you, s i r . 

MR. CAIN: I would a l s o l i k e t o send you l a t e r a copy 

of the a l t e r n a t e l o c a t i o n s s t u d i e s f o r the E a s t Leg Freeway, 

dated i n 1952. I think, t h a t those of you t h a t don't have i t 

should read i t . I t ' s r a t h e r o l d but i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note 

how some of these t h i n g s have developed. I don't have a carbon 

w i t h me but I w i l l t r y and get you one. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, s i r . 

MR. CAIN: Thank you, s i r . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you, and we w i l l be v e r y happy 

to r e c e i v e i t . 

Mr. John C a r t e r , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r , T r i a n g l e M i n i s t r y ? 

t 
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(no response) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Miss Linda Rodrigues, Undergraduate 

Student, C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y of America. 

WHEREUPON, 

MISS LINDA RODRIGUES, 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA, 

TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE A3 FOLLOWS: 

MISS RGDRIGUES: Thanh you. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Miss Rodrigues, we are v e r y pleased 

t o welcome you here t h i s morning. 

MISS RODRIGUES: Thanh you. My name i s Linda 

Rodrigues, and I am a student a t the C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y of 

America and a l s o a member of the Undergraduate Student Govern^ 

ment a t C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y . Before I read my testimony, 1 

would l i k e t o preface my statement w i t h a few remarks concerning 

e x a c t l y why I am here t h i s evening. 

Tuesday of t h i s week you a l l heard the testimony 

of Dr. C„ Joseph Niese, Provost, of our U n i v e r s i t y . I am here 

t h i s morning because I b e l i e v e t h a t h i s testimony did not a t a l l 

adequately express the f e e l i n g s of the over 8,000 people which 

comprise our U n i v e r s i t y community. 

The North C e n t r a l Free-way i f b u i l t — r a t h e r than 

providing a r e a l i s t i c s o l u t i o n t o the t r a n s i t problem as i t i s 

now i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia w i l l b r i n g hardship to more than 

1,500 persons whom i t w i l l d i s p l a c e , rob the D i s t r i c t of i t s 
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now-limited parkland (case i n point: F o r t Totten P a r k ) , cause 

thousands to loose; t h e i r jobs due t o the d e s t r u c t i o n of over 

120 places of business, and i n c r e a s e what we now know to be 

one of our major n a t i o n a l problems, a i r p o l l u t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , 

i t i s obvious t h a t the North C e n t r a l Freeway would p r i m a r i l y 

accommodate t r a f f i c coming from outside the D i s t r i c t , s i n c e i t 

would be of only l i m i t e d access t o D. C, d r i v e r s . The freeway, 

i n the event t h a t i t should be constructed, w i l l not serve to 

r e s o l v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems f o r r e s i d e n t s of the D i s t r i c t 

but r a t h e r create an environmental nightmare. 

As a student of C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y I must r e g i s t e r 

my outrage a t the f a c t t h a t t h i s proposed, freeway w i l l not 

only d i r e c t l y a f f e c t our campus by t a k i n g the land i n f r o n t of 

our dormitories- on Brookland Avenue but w i l l destroy the homes, 

and businesses of many of cur neighbors, i n the Brookland a r e a . 

The North C e n t r a l Fjreeway, then, does not promise to 

be an i n t e l l i g e n t nor s e n s i t i v e s o l u t i o n t o our problem of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Rather, i t w i l l t u r n the nation's C a p i t o l i n t o 

a sprawling, 30-mile networth of concrete. I t w i l l leave many 

r e s i d e n t s of the D i s t r i c t homeless, others without adequate 

access to the roadway, s t i l l others of low income without an 

answer to t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs, and i t w i l l leave a l l 

choking on exhaust fumes. Thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you. Miss Rodriques u We didn't I 



gat a chance t o ask you any questions, but t h a t ' s a i l r i g h t . 

TEE AUDIENCE: (laughter) 

THE COUNCIL: (laughter) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE; The next w i t n e s s i s Mr, Kenneth 

F i l a r s k i , Undergraduate Student, C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y , 

WHEREUPON, 

MR. KENNETH FILARSKI, 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, TOOK THE WITNESS 

SEAT AND TESTIFIED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: We are v e r y pleased t o welcome you 

here t h i s morning,, Mr, F i l a r s k i , 

MR, F I L A R S K I : Same to you, s i r . 

My name i s Kenneth Ob F i l a r s k i , and I am c u r r e n t l y 

s e r v i n g as the P r e s i d e n t , Undergraduate Student Government a t 

The C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y of America. I want t o say r i g h t now 

t h a t I would l i k e t o add a p o s t s c r i p t to my o f f i c i a l statement: 

I t reads as thus: Part of the proposed freeway system 

i s intended t o be my neighbor^ The North C e n t r a l Freeway w i l l 

d i v i d e the place where I l i v e from, the place where I l e a r n and 

work, , : 

The student concern t o a u n i v e r s i t y and a community 

( i n t h i s case the Brookland area of Northeast Washington)•is 

equal to t h a t of h i s f a c u l t y and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I n f a c t a t 

times the student concern i s more v a l i d than the other because 

h i s four year movement through a u n i v e r s i t y does not n e c e s s i t a t e 
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him c u l t i v a t i n g vested p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s hut r a t h e r allows 

h i s p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s to remain o b j e c t i v e , both to a p a r t i ­

c u l a r and a general s i t u a t i o n . 

The student t h e r e f o r e i s appalled a t the seemingly 

t o t a l unconcern the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and the Congress of 

the United S t a t e s have f o r the C i t y of Washington, D. C„ 

I n a time when an e f f o r t t o take pressure, whether 

i t be conscious or subconscious, o f f the war i n Vietnam w i t h a 

nationwide d r i v e t o r e p a i r the e c o l o g i c a l damage and upgrade 

the l i v e a b i l i t y of the environment i s supported by the F r e s i = 

dent and the Congress of t h i s United S t a t e s , these same people, 

these same i n d i v i d u a l s say nothing or next t o nothing about a 

30-mile freeway system proposed t o e x i s t w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia. 

I n the l e a s t I say these two p o s i t i o n s are not har­

monious w i t h each other. But whether or not the two p o s i t i o n s 

are not i n accord there i s a value of a much higher nature, 

t h a t i s , and I speak of, the people^ 

The people who re s i d e here i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

Those w i t h whom yon r e f e r t o i n your census charts...those to 

whom you say one l i b r a r y should serve so many people? or one 

f i r e s t a t i o n , or one school. 

But do those r a t i o s serve the notion of "people" 

that i s , a p l u r a l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l s which g i v e s r i s e to a 

v a r i a b l e f i e l d of i n t e r r e l a t i o n s . , or i s the idea confused w i t h 
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"mass" (an amorphous aggregation of human u n i t s , made amorphous 

by the simple f a c t of being lumped together,} 

Or are the r a t i o s such t h a t the North Leg, E a s t Leg, 

and North C e n t r a l Freeway approaches w i t h i n no l e s s than si:-: 

b l o c k s i three u n i v e r s i t i e s (not t o mention the Three S i s t e r s 

interchange and Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y and twenty-four elementar 

middle, and se n i o r - h i g h schools. 

How many people does one have to have t o obtain a . 

freeway? I f I l i v e i n Montgomery County, may I have one f o r 

myself? What I am saying i s t h a t freeways are not the answer 

f o r human movement. Remember v e h i c l e s are t o a i d human mover 

ment not hinder. Human movement t h a t f o r c e s f a m i l y r e l o c a t i o n 

and business r e l o c a t i o n i s not a t a l l human. Thousands of 

di s p l a c e d f a m i l i e s and hundreds of businesses t h a t employ 

thousands a r e , i f no one r e a l i s e s ^ human.. 

"No previous s o c i e t y has made q u i t e so l i t t l e of 

the knowledge and technology a v a i l a b l e , or f e l l 

so f a r short of what imaginative concerted a c t i o n 

could bring about. . . our i s a s o c i e t y of wasted 

g a i n . " 

That i s .quoted from Aldo van Eyck, Professor of 

A r c h i t e c t u r e , I n s t i t u t e of Technology, D e l f t , Holland. 

I , t h e r e f o r e , am a g a i n s t a l l freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n as 

proposed by the Highway Department of trie D i s t r i c t of Columbia, 

January, 19^0. 
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CHAIRMAN MOOR?!: Thank you. Oh, you are not q u i t e 

f i n i s h e d ? 

MRo F I L A R S K I : That's q u i t e a i l r i g h t . 

I am much a g a i n s t freeways f o r other reasons: I t h i n k 

t h a t the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, the Congress of the United St a t e s 

and the D i s t r i c t Highway Department, have forced our U n i v e r s i ^ 

t y t o compromise i t s e l f — t h a t i s , are l i n k e d v e r y c l o s e l y t o ­

gether, a land grant proposal from our U n i v e r s i t y t o the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia f o r 1.2 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s worth of land 

and property as the reason f o r the U n i v e r s i t y t a k i n g a "middle 

of the road" stand on the freeway. There i s a th i n g 'when you 

want to get money from the D. C. Highway Department and 

opposing a.freeway proposed by them. 

Al s o , I would l i k e t o s t a t e t h a t I come from tha Stat e 

of Ohio, I n the s t a t e of Ohio and the s t a t e of Michigan, 

the foremost s t a t e s i n completing t h e i r highway systems, as scor­

es 'those roads are opened they are f u l l of automobiles. You are 

j u s t aggravating a s i t u a t i o n . 

A l s o another statement: Me helped the D i s t r i c t — t h a t 

i s , the U n i v e r s i t y , t o a v e r t a p o s s i b l e d i s a s t e r the 'weekend of 

November the 15thj the weekend of march on Washington, when we 

helped house over 3,000 people Who were coming i n t o the 

D i s t r i c t . We helped them by keeping them o f f of the s t r e e t s ? 

we helped them i n a c r i s i s . I s i t not time f o r the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia to help the people w i t h i n i t and a v e r t another c r i s i s 
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i n keeping t h e i r automobiles o f f t h e i r s t r e e t s , or b u i l d i n g 

l a r g e r s t r e e t s f o r these automobiles? You see, I t h i n k we go 

from a l i m i t e d t o t a l l o s s t o a l i m i t l e s s t o t a l l o s t . 

Another t h i n g h i t me: Outside your v e r y C o uncil doors 

there i s a quote f o r President McKinley, 'which s a y s : 

"You triumph over obstacles which would have 

overcome men l e s s brave and determined." 

I would wi3h and I would hope t h a t the C i t y Council 

of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia would take t h a t up as t h e i r model. 

Thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: Thank you v e r y much, Mr. F i l a r s k i 

f o r your v e r y f i n e testimony. Are there questions from members 

of the Council? 

CHAIRMAN HAHN: No. Thank you v e r y coming. 

COUNCILMAN HAYWOOD: No questions. 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: No questions. 

CHAIRMAN MOORS: We ar e v e r y pleased t h a t so many of 

you have reamined u n t i l t h i s morning t o l i s t e n to these v e r y 

exce 1 l e n t t e s t iraon i e s » 

I w i s h t o thank you f o r the courteous w i t h which you 

have t r e a t e d the Council and responded t o the C h a i r . 

I want t o thank a l l of the personnel who have worked 

here i n t h i s room today and on other days. T h i s i s the 11th 

ses s i o n of the Council hearing. 
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1 
CHAIRMAN MOORS: Yes, s i r ? 

A VOICE FROM TEE AUDIENCE: Mr. Hamilton and I asked 

t o be put on the l i s t t o n i g h t . He were numver four ( 4 ) . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Sorry, s i r . W i l l you come forward 

now. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: I s t h i s Mr. S c h e i r e r and Mr. Hamilton? 

A VOICE: Mr. S c h e i r e r . 

WHEREUPON, 

MRo WILLIAM K, SCHEIRER AMD MR. PERRY 

HAMILTON, TOOK THE WITNESS SEAT AND TESTIFIED I E SUBSTANCE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

MR, SCHEIRER: Mr. Hamilton w i l l begin. 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Mr. Hamilton; you are welcome, s i r . 

MRo HAMILTON: Thank you, s i r . Gentlemen, the stu-* 

dents who appeared here tonight are s t r u g g l i n g i n a v e r y r e a l 

way t o communicate w i t h what i t seen as a v e r y unresponsive 

system. Although t h e i r o c c a s i o n a l choice of -words may be de­

batable, t h e i r anger and f r u s t r a t i o n are j u s t i f i e d . Even i n 

c i t i e s w i t h self-government the money, power and e x p e r t i s e 

of the highway lobby and the Bureau of Pu b l i c Roads e f f e c t i v e l y 

subvert and t w i s t the w i l l of the m a j o r i t y a g a i n s t i t s e l f . This, 

book t h a t I am holding up here i s e n t i t l e d "JACKSON - PARK «~ 

a case study f o r Department of Developing and Planning, Chicago 

I l l i n o i s u " I t i s done by Johnson, Johnson and Roy, Incorporate 
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La nd a cap-a A r c h i t e c t s , and 1„ imagine, others. I understand 

from a Highway Department source t h a t was k i n d enough to 

l e c t u r e at a graduate •-'level course t h a t I took l a s t semester, 

t h a t the Bureau of P u b l i c Roads expended 1 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 

a p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s campaign t h a t lead up t o the c o r r i d o r hear­

ings a t which t h i s study was used. 

They i n d i c a t e d a t the second hearings i n Chicago-^ 

I b e l i e v e at what they c a l l the "design hearings"»~weren8t quite 

as s u c c e s s f u l . The people s t a r t e d to ask some questions about 

the assumptions t h a t were behind the roads. 

Before bee inning my remarks about the freeway I would 

l i k e to make a few comments to Chairman Hahn. Although he i s 

not here, I would l i k e f o r someone to convey the message to 

him, t h a t the issue of the demolition of the Old Post O f f i c e 

should be placed before the Council's Planning Chambers. I f 

the F i n e A r t s Commission i s s u c c e s s f u l i n destroying t h i s re« 

l i e f from c l a s s i c s . ] monotony and b u i l d s a n a t i o n a l square as 

w e l l , the heart of our c i t y w i l l be an even more u n i n v i t i n g 

place t o walk and t o be. 

THE AUDIENCE: {applause} 

MR. HAMILTON: As a businessman, I would l i k e t o d i s ­

p e l one myth before I go any f u r t h e r . I was going to put i t at 

the end. of my testimony. But we have heard much about the l a c k 

of freeways c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the d e c l i n e of business i n t h i s 

c i t y . I am a Member of the 13th and Columbia Road Businessmen's 
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Association,, I am a r e a l e s t a t e broker, and I am against 

freeways u 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MRc HAMILTON: I would l i k e t o quote from an a r t i c l e 

i n the Washington Post, February 5th, 1970, the Business and 

Finance S e c t i o n , where i t s a y s : 

"The Mayer's Economic Development Committee did 

a survey of 100 businessmen a t random from each 

of the c i t y ' s quadrants." 

I w i l l quote from the a r t i c l e : 

"The respondents, about 10% of whom are white„ 

complained t h a t the r i s i n g crime r a t e and t h e i r 

i n a b i l i t y t o f i n d adequate insurance p r o t e c t i o n 

threaten.'; the s u r v i v a l of t h e i r s t o r e s 0 01% 

reported t h a t they had e i t h e r poor insurance 

coverage or none a t a l l , and some owners w i t h 

p o l i c i e s are apparently a f r a i d to report l o s e s . 

A m a j o r i t y of the businessmen, 64%, f e l t t h a t 

p o l i c e p r o t e c t i o n was fair„ None thought i t 

was good. But the remainder c l a s s i f i e d p u b l i c 

s e c u r i t y f o r t h e i r s t o r e s as poor - 12%; f o r 

non-existent, 24%. Facing these problems most 

businessmen predicted a bleak f u t u r e . " 

Gentlemen, J. didn't read anything i n t h i s a r t i c l e e i t h e r 

before,, i n or a f t e r t h i s quote, t h a t r e f e r r e d to freeways 
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and I can't understand the a t t i t u d e c f the Highway Department. 

Much has been s a i d about highway congestion. The 1916 Highway 

A c t — a n d t h i s was the f i r s t Highway Act th a t was passed i n the 

coun t r y — ^ s a i d as f o l l o w s : 

"The United S t a t e s such a i d the s t a t e s i n con­

s t r u c t i o n of r u r a l post roads and f o r other 

purposeso" 

I t ' s the "other purposes" gentlemen t h a t we are here t o d i s c u s s 

t o n i g h t . They have somewhat expanded t h a t from r u r a l post 

roads. 

I t a l s o provided t h a t " a l l roads s h a l l be f r e e from 

t o l l s of a l l k i n d s . " 

Let us examine the type of commitment given t o highway-t­

i n 1916. The i n i t i a l commitment was a 5-year commitment of 

5 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a year. The a c t u a l amounts appropriated f o r 

th a t 5 year period were z 5 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ? 10 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ? 

15 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s - 20 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ? and 25 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s * 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Since 1916, every penny authorised f o r highways has 

been appropriated. And I emphasise, gentlemen, f o r roads 

which, quote, " s h a l l be f r e e from t o l l s of a l l binds." A 

s i m i l a r commitment to t r a n s i t •-"•a mass t r a n s i t - ^ w o u l d mean 

t o l l - f r e e subways. 

What has been the impact of t h i s freedom from t o l l s ? 

"C« O. M..." i n an a r t i c l e published in. a q u a r t e r l y j o u r n a l of 
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economics, November 1953, e n t i t l e d an "Economic A n a l y s i s of 

Highway S e r v i c e s , " concludes t h a t "congestion has assumed the 

f u n c t i o n o r d i n a r i l y performed by p r i c e i n a free-private-market 

system,, " and recommends t h a t u s e r - t a x e s be implemented to r e ­

gulate demand f o r freeways. Contrary to popular b e l i e f nominal 

operating c o s t s such as t i r e , time, f u e l , t i r e - w e a r , insurance, 

d e p r e c i a t i o n and r o g i s t r a t i o n fees and personal property t a x e s 

are f i x e d costs—-not user t a x e s . These c o s t s are paid by 

automobile owners whether or not they d r i v e i n t o the c i t y , 

so these c o s t s do not e.ffect t h e i r d e c i s i o n as t o whether or 

not to d r i v e i n t o the c i t y . The main user-taxes c u r r e n t l y i n 

e f f e c t i s the per g a l l o n t a x on g a s o l i n e , and t h i s t a x i s 

nominal, i n my opinion, the p r i c e and q u a l i t y of a l t e r n a t i v e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s a major f a c t o r i n f l u e n c i n g highway demand. 

T h i s i s s u b s t a n t i a t e d by a 1953 Chicago study. My reference i s 

an a r t i c l e by L. N, Moses and H. P, V?ilIiamson, J r . , entitled,-, 

"VALUE CF TIME, CHOICE OF MODE, AND THE SUBSIDY ISSUE IN URBAN 

TRANSPORTATION," p r i n t e d i n the J o u r n a l of P o l i t i c a l Economics, 

June 19S3. 

There were two major conclusions of t h i s study. The 

f i r s t c o nclusion, u s u a l l y a part of Highway Department's 

argument i n f a v o r of freeways and a g a i n s t mass t r a n s i t , i n d i c a t e 

that a subway of mass t r a n s i t f a r e s would have t o be a negative 

subsidy? t h a t i s t o say, an a c t u a l cash payment d i r e c t l y t o 

subway r i d e r t o induce him out of h i s automobile. The second 
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conclusion of t h i s study u s u a l l y ignored by highway planners 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t an inc r e a s e i n the per t r i p cost of automobile 

t r a v e l of $.70 par t r i p or $1.40 per day would induce 5.1% 

of automobile users out of t h e i r c a r s onto other modes of t r a n s ­

port a t i o n , and t h a t an in c r e a s e of $1,00 per t r i p , or $2.00 

per day;, would induce 77%, or 'would have induced 77% of aufo^ 

mobile users i n Chicago under other modes of t r a n s i t i n 1953„ 

One can only guess what t h a t would be today. 

The Hew York Magazine, September 22nd, 1959, suggests 

s e v e r a l s o l u t i o n s t o Hew York's problem. S i m i l a r concept 

should be considered before any freeways are b u i l t i n the 

D i s t r i c t , 

I w i l l read a few of the more r e l e v a n t suggestions 

from the magazine: 

" C o l l e c t t o l l s of $1.00 on bridges and tunnels -

west bound only. T h i s would lower the cost of co n s t r u c t i o n -

operation and maintenance and would speed t r a f f i c , " 

"To rai.se the low average of 3..7 persons per v e h i c l e 

e n t e r i n g the c i t y . C o l l e c t t o o l s i n i n v e r s e proposition to the 

number of people i n the c a r . " Accordingly., four (4) people 

t r a v e l i n g i n a c a r would pay a t o l l of $o25, w h i l e one parson 

would pay a t o l l of $1.00. 

"Improve s e r v i c e i n q u a l i f y of mass t r a n s i t t o in c r e a s e 

usage, " 

"iUiiminate e n t i r e l y a l l bus and subway f a r e s w i t h i n the 

http://rai.se
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burroughs of New York C i t y and finance the upkeep of the t r a n s i t 

system by 'commuter t a x , 1 to be paid by a l l r e s i d e n t , non­

r e s i d e n t s and businesses earning income i n the cit y , ' t o be 

c o l l e c t e d weakly l i k e withholding t a x . " 

Even w i t h the proposed subway, gentlemen, w i l l we be 

abl e t o do as point three s a y s , "Improve s e r v i c e and q u a l i t y ? " 

To answer t h a t question we have t o t u r n a brochure published 

by METRO and examine some of t h e i r f i g u r e s on estimated r i d e r -

s h i p . 

On page 27 of t h i s l i t t l e brochure i t s a y s , 

"To measure- Metro's revenue p o t e n t i a l an e x t e n s i v e 

a n a l y s i s of r i d e r s h i p was undertaken u t i l i s i n g the l a t e s t 

a v a i l a b l e r e g i o n a l data and the most up-to-date proven computer 

techniques." To estimate r i d e r s h i p c e r t a i n b a s i c assumptions 

were necessary. For study purposes, i t was assumed t h a t by 

1975 a freeway system w i l l be i n place i n v o l v i n g the complete 

inner loop network of the F o r t h , South, E a s t and Center Legs3 

Completion of 1-55 and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge across the 

Potomac? completion of the North C e n t r a l Freeway? 1-95? and a 

portion of the Northern Parkway i n Maryland. By 1990 we assume 

the highway s y s t e m . w i l l include the outer beltway, the Montice1 

Freeway., extensions of the Indian Head Highway, Southeast E x ­

pressway, and C e n t r a l Avenue,, And these, of course r we haven't 

even heard about tonight because they are somewhere down the 

p i k e . 
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We must conclude t h a t our proposed r a i l t r a n s i t system 

could not f i l l the demand created by e l i m i n a t i n g our freeway 

system. 

Therefore, concurrent w i t h your repudiation of the 

e n t i r e proposed freeway system you must request a complete 

review of Metro f o r the purpose of b u i l d i n g g r e a t e r c a p a b i l i t y 

i n t o the system. 

Based on Metro f i g u r e s , annual r i d e r t r i p s i n 1990 

w i l l be 348,848,000. A recent experiment i n Toronto leaves 

us t o question the v a l i d i t y of t h i s estimate even i f the 

freeways are b u i l t . Let me give you some of the d e t a i l s of t h i ; 

experiment: a 42-mile r a p i d t r a n s i t system was b u i l t on an 

e x i s t i n g r a i l r o a d network. The Province of Ontario invested 

$24 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n r o l l i n g stock, t r a c k improvement and 

s t a t i o n s . That comes to about $1.3 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s per m i l e . 

I n the most recent -12—month period there was an 

operating d e f i c i t of $2.5 m i l l i o n dol.la.rs. $.05 m i l l i o n of 

t h i s $2.5 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s was expended, gentlemen, to expand 

the f r i n g e parking f a c i l i t i e s and the s i z e of the s t a t i o n s t o 

accommodate un a n t i c i p a t e d demand. 

The Planning Department underestimated the f i r s t year 

demand by 34% and underestimated a c u r r e n t year demand by 

6 *3o/ 

The Government never had planned t h a t the system would 

be s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g . The development t h a t i s talcing place i n 

http://dol.la.rs
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areas convenient t o the "go-station" has brought UP a continuing 
------ - - - —- - - - — 

i n c r e a s e in- passengers. That i s quoted d i r e c t l y from the 

a r t i c l e which was published i n Business Week-- January 3rd, 1970. 

I recommend i t f o r your p e r u s a l . 

We have, i n case people i n the audience are not aware 

of t h i s — p e r h a p s maybe the Co u n c i l Members a r e n ' t — b u t they 

s h o u l d be, because i t i s probably on t h e i r map up there ( i n ­

d i c a t i n g ) . 

T h i s Map, gentlemen, i s p r i n t e d by the Department of 

Highway T r a f f i c . 

REPORTER'S NOTE: (Mr. Hamilton approached the Co u n c i l 

bench and proceeded t o t e s t i f y i n substance as f o l l o w s : ) 

MR. HAMS uTON: The bla c k marks on t h i s map—the bla c k 

l i n e s i n d i c a t i n g e x i s t i n g r a i l - l i n e s i n the Washington area 

( i n d i c a t i n g ) which can be u t i l i s e d . 

1 j u s t wanted to show i t . 

THE COUNCIL: (reviewing same i n d e t a i l ) 

MR. HAMILTON-: L e t ' s introduce t h a t i n t o the record. 

I t h i n k I would l i k e t h a t introduced, i f p o s s i b l e . 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. HAMILTON: . . . t r a f f i c i s very a s t u t e l y recognised «*«. 

the p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r a r a i l highway system coming i n from 

R o c k v i l l e ^ coming i n from Baltimore, coming UP from Richmond,, 

th r u A l e x a n d r i a . The p o s s i b i l i t i e s a r e l i m i t l e s s . Why i t even 

inc l u d e s a r a i l - l i n e i n t o Georgetown, which i s n ' t even proposed 
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i n the present Metro plan* 

I would hike t o comment now on the cost of t h i s 

Torono experiment, which I mentioned was $1.3 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 

per mileo 

The l a s t Wednesday evening the hearing ran so l a t e we 

decided t o can c e l u n t i l the next day. At the end of the meet­

ing I approached Mr. Thomas A i r i s , the Highway Department, and 

asked him f o r some per mile cost f i g u r e s , on the METRO SYSTEM— 

th a t i s , on the Highway System f o r the D i s t r i c t . He t o l d me 

th a t w i t h a l i t t l e mathematics I could go i n t o the books which 

the Highway Department published here and look a t the f i g u r e s 

f o r the number of miles and look a t the f i g u r e s f o r cost and 

thereby a r r i v e a t my answer. 

W e l l , 7. have done t h a t tonight i n the back of the room 

I spent some time going through i t , and I couldn't f i n d any 

f i g u r e s , f o r the cost of the E a s t Legs I couldn't f i n d any 

cost or the f i g u r e s f o r the Worth Legs and I couldn't f i n d any 

mileage f o r any of them. 7. am a l i t t l e curious as to why I 

couldn't f i n d those f i g u r e s i n the booklet when he s a i d they 

would be t h e r e . 

A VOICE PROM THE AUDIEECE: They are s e c r e t * 

MR. HAMILTON.: I am a l s o c u r i o u s — i n the l i g h t of t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r occurrence—why Mr. A i r i s has evaded h i s r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y t o appear before the c i t i z e n s a t the f i n a l hearing t o 

answer? cur q u e s t i o n s . 
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THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. HAMILTON: At any r a t e , I carae to an approximate 

t o t a l mileage of the highway system, from Mr. Sam Abbott, 

Ad Hoc D i r e c t o r of the Department of Highways and T r a f f i c . 

THE AUDIENCE: (laughter and applause) 

MR. HAMILTON: Using h i s approximate t o t a l mileage and 

the cos t of only the North C e n t r a l Freeway and the South Leg 

of the Inner L o o p — t o t a l i n g $209,000,000,00—not i n c l u d i n g the 

cost of the whole system, j u s t those two elements of the 

30~miie«-system, we a r r i v e d a t a per-mile cost of j u s t over 

$7 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 

As a businessman, gentlemen, i t doesn't make sense, 

t h i s doesn't make common sense and i t doesn't make business 

sense, t o i n v e s t t hat k i n d of money i n a system which i s going 

t o be obsolete when we could put perhaps $2 or $3 m i l l i o n d o l l a j 

per mile i n t o using our e x i s t i n g r a i l ^ l i n e s . And maybe even 

$4 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s per mile i n t o b u i l d i n g an adequate subway, 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR. HAMILTON: I n c l o s i n g , I would l i k e t o add t h a t 

age i s no b a r r i e r about concern t o t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems. 

My ll~yea : : - o l d b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , Mark of Chevy Chase, Maryland, 

who i s out here tonight — despite the l a t e hour ~° because he 

wanted t o come t o these hearings — has asked, me t o include some 

of h i s suggestions i n t o the p u b l i c record; 

(1) r a i s e tha cost of p r i v a t e parking i n the downtown 



area to a l e v e l t h a t would economically preclude many auto-users 

from automobile commuting. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR* HAMILTON: (2) provide f r e e r a p i d s e r v i c e feeder 

buses t o o u t l y i n g t r a n s i t s t a t i o n s ; f r e e parking a t those 

s t a t i o n s and f r e e t r a n s i t r i d e s . Gentlemen, t h a t sounds l i k e to 

me a t o l l f r e e system t h a t we committed ourselves t o f o r high­

ways almost 50 years ago? 

Thank you f o r the opportunity of appearing* 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

ME. SCHEIRSR: Mr. Chairman, I have only a short 

statement. I car.*t help but f e e l t h a t — f e e l s v e r y much a t 

home here — i s t h a t r i g h t ? 

THE AUDIENCE: (l a u g h t e r ) 

MR* SCHIIRHH: You, of course, didn't pass the law. 

Congress passed the 1958 Highway Act, but Council d i d have 

something t o do w i t h another a b s u r d i t y , namely the removal 

of Sammy Abbott t o n i g h t j I commend you,, Reverend Moore, i n 

your a c t i o n i n t h i s regard. I want t o s t a t e f o r the "record" 

t h a t I was t o l d by the B u i l d i n g Superintendent, "Robert T a y l o r 

t h a t the orders leading t o t h a t removal came from Chairman Eahn«j 

The t h i r d a b s u r d i t y i s the map behind you. I t c o n t r a d i c t s a 

map down i n ROOM 410. That map shows t h a t the North C e n t r a l 

and the North. E a s t Freeways have the same s t a t u s of t h e i r Mary­

land e x t e n s i o n s . T h i s one does not. I t h i n k the comparison 
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I t h i n k i t i s j u s t an a b s u r d i t y t h a t they chose t o put a sap 

l i k e t h a t up t h e r e . And, of course, I t h i n k t h i s wais mentioned 

l a s t F r i d a y by someone from the Montgomery C i v i c Federation, anc 

i t hasn't been changed. 

A f o u r t h a b s u r d i t y i s the s t a t u s of the February 9th 

heari n g , I no t i c e on my notice here t h a t i t s a y s , "February 

3th, " and i t doesn't say " i f needed." And i t s a i d a concluding 

s e s s i o n w i l l include questioning of o f f i c i a l w i t n e s s e s , 

I sympathise w i t h your d e s i r e t o be responsive t o the 

c i t i z e n s but I dcn't t h i n k i t i s wise t o o f f e r something and 

then take i t back, 

TE3 AU31SFCE; (applause) 

MR. SCEEIRER5 As you know, I am a l s o chairman ~ 

Chairman of the Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee - Federation of C i t i s e r . 

A s s o c i a t i o n and there I would l i k e to c o r r e c t the record.' Our 

President has c o r r e c t l y s t a t e d t h a t the Federation's p o s i t i o n 

i s t h a t there i s no need f o r a d d i t i o n a l freeways and such need 

cannot p o s s i b l y be demonstrated u n t i l the subway i s b u i l t , 

i n a d d i t i o n , the f o l l o w i n g comments are i n order: 

The Federation has taken no p o s i t i o n on the i n d i v i d u a l 

p r o j e c t s , t h e r e f o r e i t cannot say t h a t the strongest case can 

be made f o r the South Leg. Two, the Federation has taken no 

p o s i t i o n on the study of the F o r t h Leg,, I t i s simply opposed 

t o the Horth Leg. 
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MR. SCHBIRER: In vie";; of t h i s , the Federation would 

not suggest t h a t the Department of Highways and T r a f f i c look 

i n t o the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t adequate E a s t or West c a p a c i t y could 
i 

be provided on the South Leg - South West Freeway, and E a s t 

Center Leg, plus a d d i t i o n a l Mall c r o s s i n g s , e t c e t e r a ' 

Everytime I look a t a d i f f e r e n t map of the freeway 

s i t u a t i o n I become v e r y confused because there i s a, as I s a i d , 
i 

the steps of h i s Leg and Limb, v a r i e s from map t o map. However, 

i t i s not too important because the b a s i c i s s u e i s very simple: 

the dominance of the "automobile." The automobile j u s t simply 
/ . I 

dominates t h i s C i t y too muchj And any a d d i t i o n a l freeways, i t 
i 

i s only going t o dominate i t more. 
' • I 

President Nixon, i n h i s statement to Union address 

c a l l e d f o r balanced growth i n transportation,, Well, no matter j 

how you define i t , balanced growth i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s s t i l l j 

going to leave an unbalanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. I f you 

take the r a p i d t r a n s i t and the freeway system - s e c t o r s - and. 

i f they grow a t the same r a t e , why the absolute d i f f e r e n c e be^ 

tween them i s going t o grow g r e a t e r even i f they grow a t the 

same absolute* By the same absolute amount,the absolute difference 

i s s t i l l going t o remain the same, and t h i s i s the same s o r t of ! 
j 

comparison people make between standard of l i v i n g and l e s s -

developed c o u n t r i e s . What we need simply i s unbalanced growth. 

In other words, we need r a p i d t r a n s i t and no more freeways. 



THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR, SCHEIRER: How, I have s a i d t h i s before. METRO 

won't be constructed u n t i l 1979. I n the meantime, the s i t u a t i o n 

i s n ' t too d e s i r a b l e , but there a r e thi n g s we ca.n do. 

We can have more express buses. We can i n v e s t i g a t e 

busways. We can use e x i s t i n g r a i l - l i n e s - as you have heard f r o d 

many people. Even then the s i t u a t i o n would not be d e s i r a b l e , 

but I submit one a d d i t i o n a l freeway would be f a r worse. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

MR, HAMILTON: May I add an a d d i t i o n a l word, please? 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Yes, you may; 

MR. HAMILTON: Thank you, I have been s i t t i n g i n the 

hearing tonight and I have been hearing the students, and t h a t 

i s why I made my oomments a t the opening of my remarks about 

the f r u s t r a t i o n and anger being j u s t i f i e d by the students. And 

I have been a student myself u n t i l r e c e n t l y and 1 am g r a d u a l l y 

working toward a graduate degree. I have experienced i n the 

.last ten years i n the D i s t r i c t a good d e a l of f r u s t r a t i o n be* 

cause I come from a middle-elass s m a l l middle-western town. You 

might say I am a .middle of the road, and I am used t o p o l i t i c a l 

voice.' I am very, f r u s t r a t e d . Although I didn't mind not v o t i n g 

i n i t i a l l y when I came here I have been q u i t e f r u s t r a t e d when I 

watched Congress and Representative Natcher, and the others, 

vote through a system which i f not opposed v o c a l l y by the c i t i z e i 

—-by a l l the cit i i ; e n s - < ~ i t j u s t doesn't make economical sense, as 
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I have t r i a d t o show, and as many people have t r i e d to show, 

and. i t doesn't make environmental sense* 

I t h i n k I f e e l i n myself the same k i n d of anger and 

the same kind of f r u s t r a t i o n i n t a l k i n g to a C o u n c i l , and I 

guess i n d i r e c t l y t o a Congress which doesn't seem to l i s t e n * 

And "! would only hope th a t the Council would give 

those of us t h a t f e e l t h i s f r u s t r a t i o n and who are young some 

sign t h a t they are l i s t e n i n g , because I have a d i s t i n c t f e e l i n g 

t h a t we w i l l not continue t o t r y much longer—we can't* 

Time seems t o be running out f o r those of us Who are-

v e r y d i s t u r b e d w i t h a system that does seem unresponsive. 

Thank you v e r y much. 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you. 

Councilman Robinson? 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Thank you v e r y much. J u s t one 

admonition to you, s i r . You say t h a t you are from a mid-

Western s t a t e . 1 hope you w r i t e home to your f r i e n d s and t e l l 

them t o put the pressure on Congress, 

T H I S AUDIENCE: (applause) 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: Have you f r i e n d s back home, 

have them put pressure on the Congress and we' w i l l get some­

th i n g done c and maybe we w i l l get the Home Rule. We can't do 

anything here. We have no Congressman t o go t o . But you f o l k s 

from the mid-West who come here t o Washington, which you have a 
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r i g h t to do but I never hear any of you say you have put the 

pressure on your f a m i l y and your f r i e n d s back home t o w r i t e to 

your r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s * j 

MR. HAMILTON: S i r , I haven't been home i n 10 yea r s . 

COUNCILMAN ROBINSON: I know, but you can w r i t e . 

MR* HAMILTON: I" don't know anyone the r e . We are here 

i n t h i s c i t y . 

THE AUDIENCE: {laughter} 

MR* HAMILTON: And w i t h a l l due respect, s i r , i f we 

don't do something here i n t h i s C i t y as C i t i z e n s of t h i s C i t y , 

we are not ever going t o get Home Rule. I f the people i n the 

Colonies had w r i t t e n back to t h e i r f r i e n d s i n England we 

wouldn't have had self-government today. 

THE AUDIENCE: (laughter) 

COUNCILMAN R03INS0N: I t took f i v e (5) months i n those 

days t o get back, t o home but now i t only takes you f i v e (5) 

minutes t o get t h e r e . 

MR. HAMILTON: Have you t r i e d U* S„ Ma i l s ? 

MRa SCHEIRER: Mr. Chairman., s i x years from now we w i l . 

be c e l e b r a t i n g the 200th Anniversary of 1776, symbolized by 

the D e c l a r a t i o n of Independence. I f 1576 comes and passes 

without s u b s t a n t i a l Home Rule i t w i l l be a complete mockery 

of t h i s C e l e b r a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: Thank you. 

THE AUDIENCE: (applause) 
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CHAIRMAN MOORS: Are there any questions? 

(no response) 

TEE AUDIENCE: (applause) 

CHAIRMAN MOORE: The hearing i s hereby adjourned» 

A VOICE PROM THE AUDIENCE: Mr. Chairman, I have 

attended many hearings i n the past s i x (6) y e a r s . 

REPORTER ;3 MOTE: (At t h i s point, the Chairman s t a t e d 

t h a t the meeting was adjourned,) 

WHEREUPON, 

THE HEARING WAS ADJOURNED ON February 7, 1970„ 

AT APPROXIMATELY 1:00 A.M. 

REPORTER'S NOTE: ( A l l e x h i b i t s and documents 

presented during t h i s hearing are i n the possession of the 

C i t y C o u n c i l , and are unmarked f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n purposes. 

An a s s i s t a n t t o t i e Council s t a t e d t h a t he would take care 

of the e x h i b i t s and documents a t t h i s point.) 

[REPORTER: Joseph C. Browne, J r . , Ward & Paul Reporting 25 K NE 

S e r v i c e , Washington, D.C. 




