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The following is a compilation of reports and 

related information regarding the major activities 

of the District of Columbia Government during the 

c iv i l disturbance emergency period starting April 4 

and ending April 15, 1968. This booklet was pre
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actions taken by key District Government Depart
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The Government's Policy and F u n c t i o n a l Response 



T H E G O V E R N M E N T ' S P O L I C Y A N D F U N C T I O N A L R E S P O N S E 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the s t a r t of the d i s t u r b a n c e , the M a y o r , D e p u t y 

M a y o r , D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c S a f e t y , C i t y C o u n c i l C h a i r m a n , C o r p o r a 

t i o n C o u n s e l , D i r e c t o r of the D e p a r t m e n t of L i c e n s e s and I n s p e c t i o n s 

and o t h e r k e y o f f i c i a l s took i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n to d i r e c t and c o o r d i n a t e 

g o v e r n m e n t f u n c t i o n s r e l a t i n g to the d i s o r d e r . 

T h e s e o f f i c i a l s f o r m e d an e x e c u t i v e t e a m that w a s h e a d q u a r t e r e d 

i n a C o m m a n d P o s t e s t a b l i s h e d i n the O f f i c e of the C h i e f of P o l i c e 

at the M u n i c i p a l C e n t e r . T h e y w o r k e d c l o s e l y w i t h the D i r e c t o r of 

P u b l i c S a f e t y , the C h i e f of P o l i c e , C y r u s V a n c e , S p e c i a l C o n s u l t a n t 

to the M a y o r , m i l i t a r y and f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s and o t h e r s f r o m that v a n t 

age p o i n t . 

T h e M a y o r 

T h e M a y o r a s s u m e d the o v e r a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the e m e r g e n c y 

f u n c t i o n s of the C i t y d u r i n g the d i s t u r b a n c e . T h e s e a c t i v i t i e s i n the 

m a i n f e l l into the f o l l o w i n g c a t e g o r i e s : 

1 . D e c i d i n g p o l i c i e s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the d i s o r d e r and 

r e s t o r a t i o n of l a w and o r d e r in c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the o f f i c i a l s 

n a m e d a b o v e . 

2 . C o o r d i n a t i n g e f f o r t s to c a r e f o r the e m e r g e n c y needs 

of c i t i z e n s a f fec ted by the d i s t u r b a n c e s , i n c l u d i n g f o o d , s h e l t e r , 

c l o t h i n g and o t h e r n e c e s s i t i e s . T h i s w a s a c c o m p l i s h e d in 



c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the M e t r o p o l i t a n W a s h i n g t o n U r b a n C o a l i t i o n , 

the H e a l t h and W e l f a r e C o u n c i l of the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l A r e a , 

the U n i t e d P l a n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n and o t h e r c i v i c , r e l i g i o u s and 

b u s i n e s s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

3 . D i r e c t i n g a c t i o n to r e s t o r e a f f e c t e d a r e a s to f u n c t i o n 

i n g c a p a c i t y i n c l u d i n g the p r o v i s i o n of h e a l t h c a r e and s a n i t a 

t i o n p r e c a u t i o n s , c l e a r i n g of d e b r i s and d e m o l i t i o n of s t r u c t u r e s 

l e f t i n h a z a r d o u s and u n s a f e c o n d i t i o n by the d i s t u r b a n c e . 

4 . R e s t o r i n g the e n t i r e c i t y to n o r m a l f u n c t i o n i n g w h i c h 

i n c l u d e d c i t y - w i d e needs of people , c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of b u s i n e s s 

and c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s , r e s t o r a t i o n of s c h e d u l e s f o r s a n i 

t a t i o n , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , h o u s i n g , h e a l t h and w e l f a r e n e e d s , and 

f l o w of c o m m o d i t i e s and s e r v i c e s to a c c o m m o d a t e the e n t i r e 

c i t y . 

D u r i n g the o p e r a t i o n of the E x e c u t i v e t e a m at the C o m m a n d 

H e a d q u a r t e r s , the M a y o r ' s o f f i c e i n the D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g r e m a i n e d 

i n o p e r a t i o n . T h e M a y o r ' s E x e c u t i v e A s s i s t a n t , and s t a f f , w i t h the 

he lp of n u m e r o u s v o l u n t e e r s , kept the t e l e p h o n e s m a n n e d f r o m 

7:00 a . m . e a c h m o r n i n g u n t i l 1:00 a . m . d a i l y u n t i l A p r i l 1 2 . T h i s 

o p e r a t i o n s e r v e d to g i v e c i t i z e n s s e c u r i t y i n k n o w i n g that t h e y c o u l d 

s t i l l c a l l the M a y o r ' s o f f i c e and be p r o v i d e d w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n o r be 

r e f e r r e d to o t h e r o f f i c e s . I n addi t ion to p r o v i d i n g the c i t i z e n r y w i t h 
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i n f o r m a t i o n , the o f f i c e c o o r d i n a t e d the s e r v i c e s of m a n y v o l u n t e e r s 

who c a l l e d to devote t h e i r s e r v i c e s , to g i v e t h e i r i d e a s and s u g g e s 

t i o n s . T h e o f f i c e a l s o handled n u m e r o u s C o n g r e s s i o n a l c a l l s f o r 

i n f o r m a t i o n , and i n q u i r i e s w i t h r e s p e c t to c o n d i t i o n s and s t a t u s r e 

p o r t s , and a v a r i e t y of c o n t a c t s w i t h r e s p e c t to c o n v e n t i o n s , t o u r s , 

i n d i v i d u a l a r r a n g e m e n t s , e t c . C a l l s f r o m a l l o v e r the c o u n t r y w e r e 

put t h r o u g h to t h i s o f f i c e . 

T h e D e p u t y M a y o r 

I n a d d i t i o n to a s s i s t i n g the M a y o r i n a v a r i e t y of p o l i c y d e c i 

s i o n s and r e s t o r a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s , the e f f e c t i v e n e s s and f l e x i b i l i t y of 

the new g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s d e m o n s t r a t e d d u r i n g the 

the c r i s i s . 

T h e M a y o r func t ioned p r i m a r i l y i n the e m e r g e n c y a r e a r e 

l a t e d to the d i s o r d e r and r e s t o r a t i o n of l a w and o r d e r . T h e Deputy 

M a y o r a s s u m e d d i r e c t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and l e a d e r s h i p i n c o o r d i n a t i n g 

and c o r r e l a t i n g a c t i v i t i e s of n u m e r o u s d e p a r t m e n t s w i t h s e r v i c e s 

and r e s o u r c e s that had to p r o v i d e e s s e n t i a l s u p p o r t i v e a s s i s t a n c e , 

i n f o r m a t i o n and s e r v i c e s r e l a t e d to the o v e r a l l f u n c t i o n i n g of the c i t y 

and i t s e c o n o m y . 

T h e Deputy M a y o r a l s o a c t e d a s l i a i s o n between the M a y o r 

and f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s i n r e l a t i o n to s p e c i a l p r o b l e m s of d e m o l i t i o n , 

i n s u r a n c e , r e s t o r a t i o n s , h o u s i n g and r e s o u r c e f u n d i n g . 
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T h e C o r p o r a t i o n C o u n s e l 

T h e p r i n c i p a l a c t i v i t i e s of the C o r p o r a t i o n C o u n s e l d u r i n g the 

r e c e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s i n c l u d e d the f o l l o w i n g : 

1 . S u p e r v i s i n g the d r a f t i n g and i s s u a n c e of the e ight 

E m e r g e n c y P r o c l a m a t i o n s i s s u e d be tween A p r i l 5 and A p r i l 14 , 

1968 , r e l a t i n g to c u r f e w and the s a l e o r p o s s e s s i o n of a l c o h o 

l i c b e v e r a g e s , g a s o l i n e , f i r e a r m s and a m m u n i t i o n . 

2 . S u p e r v i s i n g the w o r k o f the O f f i c e o f the C o r p o r a 

t i o n C o u n s e l i n the C o u r t of G e n e r a l S e s s i o n s i n p r o c e s s i n g 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5000 c u r f e w v i o l a t i o n s and d i s o r d e r l y conduct 

c h a r g e s . W i t h the c o o p e r a t i o n of the C h i e f Judge of the C o u r t 

of G e n e r a l S e s s i o n s , c o o r d i n a t i n g the a c t i v i t i e s of p r o s e c u t o r s , 

d e f e n s e a t t o r n e y s , c o u r t o f f i c i a l s and s u p p o r t i n g p e r s o n n e l . 

T h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n c l u d e d d e v i s i n g and i m p l e m e n t i n g p r o c e 

d u r e s f o r the e x p e d i t i o u s p r o c e s s i n g of a r r e s t e d p e r s o n s and 

p e r s o n a l v i s i t s to detent ion f a c i l i t i e s f o r the p u r p o s e of o n - s i g h t 

i n s p e c t i o n and i n f o r m a t i o n g a t h e r i n g . 

3 . C o n s u l t i n g w i t h the M a y o r c o n c e r n i n g the v a r i e t y 

o f l e g a l p r o b l e m s and i m p l i c a t i o n s w h i c h the c r i s i s s i t u a t i o n 

c r e a t e d . 

4 . C o n f e r r i n g w i t h the M a y o r on g e n e r a l p o l i c y d e c i 

s i o n s ; p e r f o r m i n g s p e c i f i c a s s i g n m e n t s at the d i r e c t i o n of the 
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M a y o r and D e p u t y M a y o r . 

T h e C h a i r m a n of the C i t y C o u n c i l 

T h e f u n c t i o n s of the C i t y C o u n c i l C h a i r m a n i n c l u d e d : 

1 . C o n f e r r i n g w i t h the M a y o r and D e p u t y M a y o r d u r 

i n g the i n i t i a l s t a g e s of d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g r e g a r d i n g the t r o o p 

c a l l u p . T h e C o u n c i l C h a i r m a n w a s c o n s t a n t l y w i t h C y r u s 

V a n c e and G e n e r a l H a i n e s at f i r s t , i n the M a y o r ' s o f f i c e , 

l a t e r i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s h e a d q u a r t e r s i n R o o m 10 of the C i t y 

H a l l , and t h e n at the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s h e a d q u a r t e r s i n C h i e f 

L a y t o n ' s o f f i c e i n the M u n i c i p a l C e n t e r . 

2 . D u r i n g the s t a y at the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s c e n t e r , the 

C h a i r m a n w a s c o n s t a n t l y a d v i s e d of the a c t i v i t y that w a s going 

on and he lped by b r i n g i n g h i s j u d g m e n t to those m a t t e r s on 

w h i c h he w a s a p p r o a c h e d f o r a j u d g m e n t . T o u r s of the c i t y 

and c o n t a c t s w i t h people i n the c o m m u n i t y he lped h i m add 

a n o t h e r d i m e n s i o n to the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p r o c e s s . 

3 . A s the C h a i r m a n of the C i t y C o u n c i l , his p r e s e n c e 

on the s t r e e t s w i t h the M a y o r , Deputy M a y o r and o ther o f f i c i a l s 

i n f r o n t of the p r e s s , i n d i c a t e d the s u p p o r t of the C o u n c i l i n 

the a c t i o n s that w e r e b e i n g t a k e n . J o i n t t e l e v i s i o n a p p e a r a n c e s 

i n d i c a t e d that the C o u n c i l w a s indeed i n v o l v e d i n the d e c i s i o n -
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m a k i n g p r o c e s s and i t i s b e l i e v e d that t h i s p o s s i b l y c o u l d h a v e 

added s o m e f e e l i n g of s t a b i l i t y to t h o s e people i n the c o m m u n i t y 

w h o t h i n k of the C h a i r m a n p e r s o n a l l y , o r a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

of the e ight o t h e r m e m b e r s o f the C o u n c i l a s b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e 

i n d i v i d u a l s . 

4 . B y be ing at C e n t r a l H e a d q u a r t e r s i t w a s the job of 

the C o u n c i l C h a i r m a n to i n v o l v e C o u n c i l m e n i n v a r i o u s a c t i v i 

t i e s . T h e r e w a s s o m e f i n e w o r k done by i n d i v i d u a l C o u n c i l m e n 

i n t h e i r n o r m a l p u r s u i t s of w o r k i n ne ighborhoods that t h e y 

k n e w bes t w i t h o u t h i s d i r e c t i o n . A d d i t i o n a l f e e d b a c k f r o m 

t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s into the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p r o c e s s w a s h e l p f u l 

a s w e l l a s b r i n g i n g into p l a y t h e i r s p e c i a l a b i l i t i e s w h e r e 

n e e d e d . 

5 . I m m e d i a t e i n v o l v e m e n t by the C h a i r m a n i n the c a l l 

tha t the M a y o r m a d e to the U r b a n C o a l i t i o n , w h i c h c a l l i t i s 

b e l i e v e d w a s one of the m o s t d r a m a t i c a l l y e f f e c t i v e c o h e s i v e 

t h i n g s that w a s done a f t e r the d i s t u r b a n c e w a s s o m e w h a t q u i e t e d . 

I t w a s f u r t h e r the job of the C h a i r m a n to get i n d i v i d u a l C o u n c i l 

m e m b e r s a s s i g n e d to v a r i o u s e m e r g e n c y c o m m i t t e e s , s o m e l e d 

b y the U r b a n C o a l i t i o n , s o m e by the D i s t r i c t G o v e r n m e n t i t s e l f , 

and to t r y to c o o r d i n a t e t h o s e e f f o r t s i n w h a t e v e r w a y the M a y o r 

c o n s i d e r e d b e s t . 
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6. The Chairman accepted the responsibility of arranging 

Congressional committee hearings, in order that the Adminis t ra 

tion would report promptly to Congress in regard to the handling 

of the disturbance. 

7 . During the tense days of the Martin Luther King 

funeral, it was the job of the Chairman to cal l a meeting to r e 

new the emergency powers delegated to the Mayor under an early 

Council Resolution. During this period several meetings of 

small groups of Councilmen were held regarding the effective

ness of the emergency powers for a later appraisal and revision 

in case there should be another emergency. 

The Response of a New Government 

The immediate assumption of a variety of emergency and cri t ical 

responsibilities by the policy heads of government is clearly indi

cated above. The effectiveness of the new governmental structure 

to function compatibly and flexibly was tested to a maximum degree 

during this c r i s i s . The soundness of the new governmental structure 

was evident in its response capability demonstrated in meeting the 

needs of our city and its people during the c r i s i s . 



Proclamations of Emergency 



PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY 

I , Walter E. Washington, Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia, by v i r t u e of the functions t r a n s f e r r e d to me from 
the Council of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia by Resolution 68-7 do 
hereby declare and determine that an emergency s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I base my determination that an emergency e x i s t s on 
the f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s : 

1. The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and well-being of persons 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened 
or endangered by the existence of disorder 
and c i v i l disturbance w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia. 

2. The secure possession and use of property, 
and the f r e e e x e r c i s e of r i g h t s by persons 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened 
and endangered by s a i d disorder and c i v i l 
disturbance. 

3. The o r d e r l y functioning of the Government of 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s i n t e r f e r e d w i t h 
or disrupted or threatened w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e 
or d i s r u p t i o n by s a i d disorder and c i v i l 
disturbance. 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the fol l o w i n g emergency 
reg u l a t i o n s to be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 

1 . A curfew i s hereby ordered i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia a t 5:30 p.m. and ending at 6:30 a.m., 
d a i l y , u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . A l l persons 
other than law enforcement o f f i c e r s , firemen, 
p h y s i c i a n s , nurses, and medical personnel, and 
employees of the D. C. Department of S a n i t a r y 
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Engineering s h a l l remain o f f the s t r e e t s and 
away from public places w i t h i n said area 
during the period of the curfew. 

2. The following a c t i v i t i e s i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia are hereby prohibited: 

a. The sale or dispensing of al c o h o l i c 
beverages, including beer and wine; 

b. The sale or dispensing of gasoline 
or other inflammable materials or 
l i q u i d s except when dispensed and 
delivered d i r e c t l y into the main and 
customary tank of a motor v e h i c l e ; 
and 

c. The s a l e , g i f t or exchange of any 
firearms or ammunition. 

3. No person, except law enforcement o f f i c e r s , 
s h a l l possess or carry firearms, ammunition, 
explosives, inflammable materials or l i q u i d s 
other than i n the main and customary tank of 
a motor v e h i c l e , or other dangerous weapons 
w i t h i n .the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

Vi o l a t i o n s of t h i s Proclamation w i l l be punished as 
misdemeanors. 

This Proclamation s h a l l be e f f e c t i v e immediately and 
s h a l l extend u n t i l the Proclamation of the termination of such 
emergency. 

" WALTER E. WASHINGTON 7 
Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

Date and Time 

i I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s i s a true and correct copy of a Commissioners 
TOeW^Qrder issued on A p r i l &, 1968 OK Op ^?-i>3 

^ Executive' Secretary 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
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PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY 

I , Wal ter E . Washington, Commissioner of 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, by v i r t u e of the f u n c t i o n s 
t r a n s f e r r e d to me from the C o u n c i l of the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia by R e s o l u t i o n 68-7 do hereby d e c l a r e and determine 
t h a t an emergency s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia . 

I base my d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h a t an emergency 
e x i s t s on the f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s : 

1 . The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and w e l l - b e i n g 
of persons w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia i s threatened or endangered 
by the e x i s t e n c e of d i s o r d e r and 
c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia . 

2 . The secure p o s s e s s i o n and use of 
p r o p e r t y , and the f r e e e x e r c i s e of 
r i g h t s by persons w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s t h r e a t e n e d 
and endangered by s a i d d i s o r d e r and 
c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e . 

3 . The o r d e r l y f u n c t i o n i n g of the 
Government of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
i s i n t e r f e r e d w i t h or d i s r u p t e d or 
threa tened w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e or d i s 
r u p t i o n by s a i d d i s o r d e r and c i v i l 
d i s t u r b a n c e . 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the f o l l o w i n g 
emergency r e g u l a t i o n s to be e f f e c t i v e immediate ly . 



1 . P a r a g r a p h 1 o f t h e P r o c l a m a t i o n 
o f E m e r g e n c y w h i c h I i s s u e d on 
A p r i l 5, 1968, i s h e r e b y amended 
t o p r o v i d e a s f o l l o w s : 

A c u r f e w i s h e r e b y o r d e r e d i n 
t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a 
commencing a t 4:00 P.M. and 
e n d i n g a t 6:30 A.M., d a i l y , u n t i l 
f u r t h e r n o t i c e . A l l p e r s o n s 
o t h e r t h a n l a w e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c e r s , 
f i r e m e n , p h y s i c i a n s , n u r s e s , a n d 
m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l , and e m p l o y e e s 
o f t h e DoC. D e p a r t m e n t o f S a n i t a r y 
E n g i n e e r i n g s h a l l r e m a i n o f f t h e 
s t r e e t s a n d away f r o m p u b l i c 
p l a c e s w i t h i n s a i d a r e a d u r i n g 
t h e p e r i o d o f t h e c u r f e w . 

2. A l l o t h e r p r o v i s i o n s o f s a i d 
P r o c l a m a t i o n a r e h e r e b y c o n t i n u e d 
i n f u l l f o r c e a n d e f f e c t . 

WALTER E . WASHINGTON 
RECEIVED C o m m i s s i o n e r , D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a 

APR k v 

OFFICE OF LIE SECR 
A p r i l 6, 1968 2:00 P.M. 

ETAKIAI D a t e a n d Time 

I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s i 
Order dated A p r i l 6, 1968. 

s a true and c o r r e c t copy of CoMcrissi 

E x e c u t i v e Secretary 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia 



PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY ---NO. .68-3" f 

I , Walter E. Washington, Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia, by v i r t u e of the funct i o n s t r a n s f e r r e d to me from the 
Council of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia by Resol u t i o n 68-7 do hereby 
dec l a r e and determine that an emergency s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I base my determination that an emergency e x i s t s on 
the f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s : 

1. The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and well-being 
of persons w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia i s threatened or endangered 
by the ex i s t e n c e of disorder and 
c i v i l disturbance w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia. 

2. The secure possession and use of 
property, and the f r e e e x e r c i s e of 
r i g h t s by persons w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s -threatened 
and endangered by s a i d disorder and 
c i v i l disturbance. 

3. The or d e r l y functioning of the 
Government of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
i s i n t e r f e r e d with or disrupted or 
threatened w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e or d i s 
r u p t i o n by s a i d disorder and c i v i l 
d isturbance. 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the f o l l o w i n g emergency 
r e g u l a t i o n s to be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 



1. Paragraph 1 of the Proclamation 
of Emergency which I issued on 
A p r i l 6, 1968, i s hereby amended 
to provide as f o l l o w s : 

A curfew i s hereby ordered i n 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
commencing at 6:00 p.m. and 
ending at 6:30 a.m. d a i l y , u n t i l 
f u r t h e r n o t i c e . A l l persons 
other than law enforcement o f f i c e r s , 
firemen, p h y s i c i a n s , nurses, and 
medical personnel, and employees 
of the D.C. Department of S a n i t a r y 
Engineering s h a l l remain o f f the 
s t r e e t s and away from p u b l i c 
places w i t h i n s a i d area during 
the period of the curfew. 

2. A l l other p r o v i s i o n s of s a i d 
Proclamation are hereby continued 
i n f u l l force and e f f e c t . 

WALTER E. WASHINGTON / j 
Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

RECEIVED 

or 

A p r i l 8, 1968 12:45 p.m. 
Date and Time 

TICE Of THE SECRETARIAT 
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PROCLAMATION OF EMERCENCY -- "NOV: 68-4--

I , Thomas W. F l e t c h e r , A s s i s t a n t to the Commissioner of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia, i n the absence from duty of Walter E. Washington, 
Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, by v i r t u e of Executive Order 
No. 11379, dated November 8, 1967, designating o f f i c i a l s to act as 
Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, and by v i r t u e of the functions 
t r a n s f e r r e d to s a i d Commissioner from the Council of the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia by Resolution 68-7 do hereby declare and determine that an 
emergency s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I base my determination that an emergency e x i s t s on the 
follo w i n g f a c t o r s : 

1. The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and well-being of persons w i t h i n 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened or endangered 
by the exis t e n c e of disorder and c i v i l disturbance 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

2. The secure possession and use of property, and the 
fr e e e x e r c i s e of r i g h t s by persons w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened and endangered by 
s a i d disorder and c i v i l disturbance. 

3. The o r d e r l y functioning of the Government of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s i n t e r f e r e d w i t h or disrupted 
or threatened w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e or d i s r u p t i o n by s a i d 
disorder and c i v i l disturbance. 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the following emergency regula
tions to be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 

1. Paragraph 1 of the Proclamation of Emergency which 
was issued on A p r i l 6, 1968, by Walter E. Washington, 
Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, i s hereby 
amended to provide as fo l l o w s : 



PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY - 2 -

A curfew i s hereby ordered i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia commencing at 7:00 p.m. and ending a t 
5:30 a.m., d a i l y , u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . A l l 
persons other than law enforcement o f f i c e r s , 
firemen, p h y s i c i a n s , nurses, and medical 
personnel, and employees of the D. C. Department 
of S a n i t a r y Engineering s h a l l remain o f f the 
s t r e e t s and away from public places w i t h i n s a i d 
area during the period of curfew. 

2. A l l other p r o v i s i o n s of s a i d Proclamation are hereby 
continued i n f u l l force and e f f e c t . 

THOMAS W. FLETCHER 
A s s i s t a n t to the Commissioner 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

A p r i l 9, 1968 11:15 a.m. 
Date and Time 

I 



PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY -- KD~63-5~ 

I , Walter E. Washington, Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia, by v i r t u e of the functions t r a n s f e r r e d to me from the Council 
of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia by R e s o l u t i o n 68-7 do hereby declare and 
determine that an emergency s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia. 

I base my determination that an emergency e x i s t s on the 
fo l l o w i n g f a c t o r s : 

1. The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and wel l - b e i n g of persons w i t h i n 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened or endangered 
by the e x i s t e n c e of disorder and c i v i l disturbance 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

2. The secure possession and use of property, and the 
fr e e e x e r c i s e of r i g h t s by persons w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened and endangered by 
s a i d disorder and c i v i l disturbance. 

3. The o r d e r l y f u n c t i o n i n g of the Government of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s i n t e r f e r e d w i t h or disrupted 
or threatened w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e or d i s r u p t i o n by s a i d 
disorder and c i v i l disturbance. 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the f o l l o w i n g emergency regula
tions to be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 

1. Paragraph 1 of the Proclamation of Emergency which I 
issued on A p r i l 5, 1968, i s hereby amended to provide 
as f o l l o w s : 

A curfew i s hereby ordered i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia commencing a t 10:00 p.m. and ending a t 
5:00 a.m., d a i l y , u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . A l l 
persons other than law enforcement o f f i c e r s , 

. firemen, p h y s i c i a n s , nurses, and medical 
personnel, and employees of the D. C. Department 
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.of S a n i t a r y Engineering s h a l l remain o f f the 
s t r e e t s and away from p u b l i c places w i t h i n s a i d 
area during the period of curfew. 

2. Paragraph 2, a, of the Proclamation of Emergency which 
I issued on A p r i l 5, 1968, i s hereby amended to 
provide as f o l l o w s : 

a. The s a l e or dispensing of a l c o h o l i c 
beverages, i n c l u d i n g beer and wine, except 
f o r the f o l l o w i n g c l a s s e s of l i c e n s e e s 
during the hours s p e c i f i e d h e r e i n : 

( 1 ) C l a s s R e t a i l A - 10:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. 

( 2 ) C l a s s R e t a i l B - 10:00 a.m. to 
- 9:00 p.m. 

(3) C l a s s R e t a i l C - 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. 

(4 ) C l a s s R e t a i l D - 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. 

(5) Wholesale A and Wholesale B: 

( a ) D e l i v e r y permitted from 5:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. 

(b) Sale permitted from 10:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. 

3. A l l other p r o v i s i o n s of s a i d Proclamation are hereby 
continued i n f u l l force and e f f e c t . 

Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

A p r i l 10, 1968 
Date and Time 

7:30 a.m. 



PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY 

I , Walter E. Washington, Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia, by v i r t u e of the functions t r a n s f e r r e d to me from the 
Council of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia by Resolution 68-7 do hereby 
declare and determine that an emergency s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I base my determination that an emergency e x i s t s on the 
fol l o w i n g f a c t o r s : 

1. The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and well- b e i n g of persons 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened 
or endangered by the existence of disorder and 
c i v i l disturbance w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia. 

2. The secure possession and use of property, and 
the free e x e r c i s e of r i g h t s by persons w i t h i n 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s threatened and 
endangered by s a i d disorder and c i v i l d i s t u r b 
ance. 

3. The or d e r l y functioning of the Government of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s i n t e r f e r e d w i t h or 
disrupted or threatened w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e or 
d i s r u p t i o n by s a i d disorder and c i v i l d i s t u r b 
ance. 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the following emergency regula
t i o n s to be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 

1. Paragraph 1 of the Proclamation of Emergency 
which I issued on A p r i l 5, 1968, i s hereby 
amended to provide as f o l l o w s : 

A curfew i s hereby ordered i n the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia commencing at 12 midnight and 



ending at 4:00 a.m., d a i l y , u n t i l f u r t h e r 
n o t i c e . A l l persons other than law 
enforcement o f f i c e r s , firemen, p h y s i c i a n s , 
nurses, and medical personnel, and 
employees of the D. C. Department of 
S a n i t a r y Engineering s h a l l remain o f f the 
s t r e e t s and away from public places w i t h i n 
s a i d area during the period of curfew. 

Paragraph 2, a, of the Proclamation of Emergency 
which I issued on A p r i l 5, 1968, i s hereby 
amended to provide as f o l l o w s : 

a. The s a l e or dispensing of a l c o h o l i c 
beverages, i n c l u d i n g beer and wine, 
except f o r the f o l l o w i n g c l a s s e s of 
l i c e n s e e s during the hours s p e c i f i e d 
h e r e i n : 

(1) C l a s s R e t a i l A - 10:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. 

( 2 ) C l a s s R e t a i l B - 10:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m. 

(3) C l a s s R e t a i l C - 8:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. 

(4) C l a s s R e t a i l D - 8:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. 

(5) Wholesale A and Wholesale B: 

( a ) D e l i v e r y permitted from 
5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
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(b) Sale permitted from 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

3. A l l other p r o v i s i o n s of said I'roclaitial ion an; 
hereby coat iiuied i n f u l l force ant! o f i r c t . 

OFFic. r.: j '<:i\i:.i\mX 

WAI.TKK E. WAS i l l N'O J't),'.' 
Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

A p r i l 11, 1968 — 3:3n p.m. 
Date and Time 
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(5) Wholesale A and Wholesale B: 

( a ) D e l i v e r y permitted from 
5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

(b) Sale permitted from 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

b. The s a l e or dispensing of gasoline or other 
inflammable m a t e r i a l s or l i q u i d s except 
when dispensed and d e l i v e r e d d i r e c t l y i n t o 
the main and customary tank of a motor 
v e h i c l e . 

c . The s a l e , g i f t or exchange of any firearms 
or ammunition. 

3. No person, except law enforcement o f f i c e r s , s h a l l 
possess or c a r r y on the public s t r e e t s and a l l e y s 
of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia or i n any public place, 
f i r e a r m s , ammunition, e x p l o s i v e s , inflammable mate
r i a l s or l i q u i d s other than i n the main and 
customary tank of a motor v e h i c l e , or other 
dangerous weapons w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

V i o l a t i o n s of t h i s Proclamation w i l l be punished as 
misdemeanors. 

This Proclamation s h a l l be e f f e c t i v e immediately and s h a l l 
extend u n t i l the Proclamation of the termination of such emergency. 

" R E C 3 ® 

o f f . C F Ct 1"'-

•' WALTER E. WASHINGTON 
Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

A n r i l 12. 1968 
Date and Time 

10:30 a.m. 
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PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY 

I , Walter E. Washington, Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia, by v i r t u e of the functions t r a n s f e r r e d to me from the Council 
of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia by Resolution 68-7 do hereby declare and 
determine that an emergency s i t u a t i o n continues to e x i s t w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia. Although r e l a t i v e calm has been restored to the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia since the Proclamations of Emergency issued by me 
on A p r i l 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, 1968, there i s s u f f i c i e n t danger 
of the recurrence of disorder i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia endangering 
the h e a l t h , s a f e t y and well- b e i n g of persons and the secure possession 
and use of property w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and threatening 
the d i s r u p t i o n of the orderly functioning of the Government of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia to n e c e s s i t a t e the continuance of the fo l l o w i n g 
emergency r e g u l a t i o n s . 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t the foll o w i n g emergency regula
t i o n s to be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 

1. The p r o h i b i t i o n on the s a l e or dispensing of 
a l c o h o l i c beverages, i n c l u d i n g beer and wine, 
imposed by the Emergency Proclamations 
heretofore issued by me on A p r i l 5, 6, 8, 9, 
10, 11, and 12, 1968, i s hereby terminated and 
Cla s s R e t a i l B, C and D li c e n s e e s may dispense 
and/or s e l l beer and wine on Sunday, A p r i l 14, 
1968, during the normal hours e s t a b l i s h e d 
t h e r e f o r . 

2. The following a c t i v i t i e s i n the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia are hereby prohibited: 

a. The s a l e or dispensing of gasoline or 
other inflammable m a t e r i a l s or l i q u i d s 
except when dispensed and d e l i v e r e d 
d i r e c t l y i n t o the main and customary 
tank of a motor v e h i c l e . 
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b. The s a l e , g i f t or exchange of any f i r e 
arms or ammunition. 

3. No person, except law enforcement o f f i c e r s , s h a l l 
possess or c a r r y on the pu b l i c s t r e e t s and a l l e y s 
of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia or i n any public place, 
f i r e a r m s , ammunition, e x p l o s i v e s , inflammable mate
r i a l s or l i q u i d s other than i n the main and 
customary tank of a motor v e h i c l e , or other 
dangerous weapons w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

V i o l a t i o n s of t h i s Proclamation w i l l be punished as 
misdemeanors. 

This Proclamation s h a l l be e f f e c t i v e immediately and s h a l l 
extend u n t i l the Proclamation of the termination of such emergency. 

WALTER E. WASHINGTON/ , 
Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

A p r i l 14, 1968 -- 11:00 a.m. 
Date and Time 



PROCLAMATION OF TERMINATION OF EMERGENCY 

I , Walter E. Washington, Commissioner of the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia, having e x e r c i s e d the functions t r a n s f e r r e d to me from the 
Council of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia by Proclamations of Emergency 
Nos. 68-259, 68-260, 68-261, 68-263, 68-264, 68-273, 68-274 and 
68-275, dated A p r i l 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 14, 1968, respec
t i v e l y , do hereby declare and determine that an emergency s i t u a t i o n 
no longer e x i s t s w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I base my determination that the emergency s i t u a t i o n has 
ceased to e x i s t on the following f a c t o r s : 

1. The h e a l t h , s a f e t y and well-being of persons 
w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s no longer 
threatened or endangered by the existence of 
any disorder or c i v i l disturbance w i t h i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia. The absence of d i s 
order i s indic a t e d by the reduction i n the 
inc i d e n t s of a r r e s t by the P o l i c e Department 
from 3,515 on Saturday, A p r i l 6, 1968, to 
281 on Saturday, A p r i l 13, 1968, which 
f i g u r e , I am advised, represents a normal 
number of a r r e s t s for s i m i l a r days i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

2. The secure possession and use of property and 
the f r e e e x e r c i s e of r i g h t s by persons w i t h i n 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia has been r e s t o r e d , 
as i n d i c a t e d by the reduction of the 
inci d e n t s of f i r e and v i o l a t i o n s of law to 
normal. 

3. The or d e r l y functioning of the Government of 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s no longer 
i n t e r f e r e d w i t h or disrupted or threatened 
w i t h i n t e r f e r e n c e or d i s r u p t i o n by any d i s 
order or c i v i l disturbance. 
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4. Although large numbers of persons have 
assembled w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia on 
A p r i l 13 ancl 14, 1968 for a t h l e t i c and other 
events, there have been no i n c i d e n t s of d i s 
turbance or disorder during said period. 

5. Although there has been a large number of 
t o u r i s t s i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia during 
the past few days, no trouble has been 
observed and based upon a l l a v a i l a b l e i n f o r 
mation from o f f i c i a l sources, news media and 
personal i n s p e c t i o n of the previously d i s 
turbed area, I have concluded that law and 
order has been restored. 

I do hereby order and d i r e c t that the emergency regulations 
embodied i n Proclamations of Emergency Nos . 68-259, 68-260, 68-261, 
68-263, 68-264, 68-273, 68-274 and 68-275, heretofore issued by me, 
termina te immediatoly. 

Thi s Proclamation s h a l l be e f f e c t i v e immediately. 

WALTER E. WASHINGTON 
Commissioner, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

A p r i l 15, 1968 _ ^ l j 3 0 p.m. 
Date and Time 

lit \j . ..'_/ 
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PRELIMINARY ACTION AND STATUS REPORTS RELATING TO THE MAYOR 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT RELATIVE TO 

APRIL 1968 DISORDERS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Shortly after 7:00 p . m . , April 4, 1968, public news media reported 

that Kovorond Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had been shot and critically 

injured while in his hotel in Memphis, Tennessee 

ImmedinL: contacts wore developed between the Mayor's office, police 

and c ivi l defense units to verify reports of the incident and determine con

ditions in the city. The prevailing condition was one of shock and dismay. 

The earliest police reports indicated that a crowd was congregated in 

the vicinity of Dr. King's Washington Headquarters in the 1400 block of 

U Street, Northwest, but information was that the mood of the group was 

also one of shock and dismay rather than of anger. Subsequent information 

indicates that this analysis was a correct one. 

In view of this early non-violent attitude of the crowd on U Street, it 

was the judgment of police officials that it would be unwise to engage in 

what would likely be a futile and probably an incensing dispersal of the 

assembly. The best judgment indicated that the course of action would be 

to alert police units to the hazards of the situation and to attempt to activate 

reliable intelligence sources and civilian aides to assist throughout the 

community. 
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Shortly after 8:00 p.m. , news media reported that Dr. King had 

died as a result of his wounds . 

Our intelligence sources inform us that the crowd gathered on U 

Street, upon hearing these news releases, adopted a collective attitude 

that stores on U Street and Fourteenth Street should close, out of respect 

for the death of Dr. King, and that the crowd began moving up Fourteenth 

Street, asking, or perhaps demanding, that proprietors close their stores. 

Apparently the store owners willingly complied with these demands, and 

the mood of the crowd continued to be one of non-violence. 

However, in the vicinity of Fourteenth and Chapin Streets, the mood 

of the group changed from one of mourning non-violence to one of anger. 

At that point, a Safeway store window was broken and the crowd began 

looting the store. This incident, occurring at about 9:30 p.m. , precipitated 

the group into a posture of disorder, and shortly thereafter looting began 

along the line of 14th Street from about U Street, northward, at least to 

Chapin Street and beyond. We have no precise estimate of the northern 

limit of looting on 14th Street at that time, but we do know that by about 

midnight, the length of 14th Street from about U Street to about Monroe 

Street had been heavily affected by window breaking and looting. 

Police patrols immediately responding to the area were heavily out

numbered; therefore, the immediate police effort was to attempt to seal off 



the area of disorder to keep innocent passers-by out and to confine the 

disorder to already damaged blocks while reinforcements were summoned 

and equipped. 

As police c ivi l disturbance forces were marshalled in sufficient 

strength for effective action, an effort was made to close the line of 14th 

Street from U Street northward. This action was an extremely difficult 

one to accomplish in view of the great number of persons on the street. 

Police and fire forces working along the line of 14th Street were subjected 

to a great deal of verbal abuse and were the targets of some thrown missiles . 

Resistance to the clearing operation was difficult to overcome, in view of 

the buildup of the crowd which involved persons from very young children 

to very old adults. These persons were walking, running in many directions 

and many adults were standing in doorways in the area with small children 

by their s ides . 

Police were in reasonably complete control of the area at about 4:00 a.m 

on the morning of April 5. By dawn of April 5, it appeared that the situation 

was relatively well under control, but the police force was placed on a 

two shift basis with days off and leave cancelled. 

In the meantime, starting early Friday morning, discussions were held 

concerning the possible need to cal l the D. C . National Guard and other 

troops. Contingency planning was started and Public Safety Director 

reported to the Pentagon for this planning at about 3:00 a .m. on April 5th. 
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The early morning of April 5 was relatively calm and under control. 

Mayor Washington left for the White House at about 11:00 a .m. for a 

meeting with the President and civi l rights leaders. Murphy accompanied 

him and met with McGiffert and Christopher. 

By late morning of April 5, reports indicated that small groups were 

beginning to assemble at several points along 14th Street. 

By virtue of the contingency planning and as a first phase of the c a l l - u p , 

shortly after noon the D . C . National Guard was put in a training status and 

started moving into the D . C . Armory. 

Our reports indicate that around noon-time a crowd developed at 14th 

and U Streets and a rally was started. Shortly after this assembly fires and 

looting started again along the line of 14th Street. 

According to intelligence sources, a part of this group moved up to 

Howard University to join a student rally. About 1:15 to 1:30, fires and 

looting developed along 7th Street south of Florida Avenue. 

By early afternoon of April 5, the looting and fires spread along the line 

of 7th Street, N . W. , from New York Avenue to Florida Avenue and by mid-

afternoon, fires were burning along H Street, N . E . , from 4th Street to 15th 

Street. 

Chief Layton and Public Safety Director Murphy were both in the Pentagon 

at this time discussing contingency plans for the deployment of the D. C . 

National Guard and federal troops. 



At approximately 2:45 p.m. , Director Murphy, General Ralph E . Haines, 

Task Force Commander, and Deputy Attorney General Warren Christopher 

commenced an assessment of the situation from the field. Police Chief 

Layton resumed his command at police headquarters and about 3:50 p.m. all 

parties advised that the situation was deteriorating and that federal troops 

were needed to assist our police in restoring order. Informal requests based 

on earlier contingency planning were formalized at about 4 p . m . with the 

President of the United States, and the President immediately signed the 

necessary Executive Order and Proclamation. 

By 5:10 p.m. the first troops were on the street after fighting severe 

traffic congestion. 

A curfew was placed in effect throughout the city from 5:30 p.m. until 

6:30 a .m. April 6. 

It took a considerable build-up of force to close off the looting, and 

even as some semblance of order was imposed on the hardest hit areas, 

other lesser incidents of looting and arson occurred in the southeast and 

far northeast areas of the city. 

By late morning of April 6, with military forces fully deployed, 

the incidence of reported crimes was significantly reduced, but concern 

among our officials remained because of the large numbers of individuals 

and vehicles moving about the city generally and in disorder areas 

specifically. Because of the hazards of this traffic, the beginning of 
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the c u r f e w w a s changed f r o m 5 :30 p . m . to 4 :00 p . m . T h e s t r e e t s w e r e 

c l e a r e d and r e a s o n a b l y c o m p l e t e o r d e r w a s e s t a b l i s h e d throughout the 

c i t y by e a r l y e v e n i n g . 

A p r i l 7 brought a r e l a t i v e l y quie t s t a t u s to the c i t y , and c l e a n - u p o p e r 

a t i o n s , d e m o l i s h i n g of h a z a r d o u s b u r n e d - o u t b u i l d i n g s and c l e a n i n g of 

s t r e e t s b e g a n . T h r o u g h o u t A p r i l 7 , o r d e r w a s g e n e r a l l y m a i n t a i n e d and 

j u d g m e n t w a s r e a c h e d that b u s i n e s s e s , g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c e s , and s c h o o l s 

c o u l d be opened on a l i m i t e d h o u r b a s i s on the f o l l o w i n g d a y w i t h r e a s o n a b l e 

s a f e t y . 

On M o n d a y , A p r i l 8 , b u s i n e s s e s t a b l i s h m e n t s w e r e e n c o u r a g e d to o p e n , 

but w e r e a s k e d to c l o s e a t 4 : 0 0 p . m . S c h o o l s w e r e o p e n e d , w i t h e a r l y c l o s 

i n g s e t a t 1:30 p . m . , a n d F e d e r a l a n d D i s t r i c t g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c e s w e r e o p e n e d , 

w i t h r e l e a s e of a l l e m p l o y e e s e s t a b l i s h e d a t n i n e t y m i n u t e s p r i o r to r e g u l a r 

c l o s i n g t i m e s . T h e c u r f e w h o u r f o r A p r i l 8 w a s s e t to begin a t 6 :00 p . m . 

a n d to c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h 6:30 a . m . of the f o l l o w i n g d a y . T h e r e w a s no m a j o r 

d i s o r d e r i n the c i t y on A p r i l 8 . 

O n A p r i l 9 , the day of the f u n e r a l f o r D r . K i n g , b u s i n e s s e s w i t h i n the 

c i t y w e r e e n c o u r a g e d to r e m a i n c l o s e d , s c h o o l s w e r e c l o s e d , n o n - e s s e n t i a l 

D i s t r i c t g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y e e s w e r e e x c u s e d f r o m w o r k , a n d the F e d e r a l 

g o v e r n m e n t e s t a b l i s h e d a l i b e r a l a n n u a l l e a v e p o l i c y . C u r f e w f o r A p r i l 9 

w a s s e t f o r 7:00 p . m . i n s t e a d of 6 :00 p . m . , to c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h 5 :30 a . m . , 

i n s t e a d of 6 :30 a . m . of the f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g . A g a i n , t h e r e w e r e no m a j o r 

i n c i d e n t s o r p r o b l e m s on A p r i l 9 . 



Rtt'OM Of- CALLS i <:..' r-OLICi. SERVICE i.'LSL'j.'iLi.i'' to I Y 
RAPiO DISPATCHED SC GO I CARS M HOUR A! JO BY DAY OF Y/LLK 

incidents Reported 
M a r c h 3 t h r u 9, 1963 

S U N D A Y MONDAY TUKSDAY WKDNKSDAY r i l U R S D A Y F R I D A Y TURD AY 

By Hour of P a y A 
. - . . 

B T A B T A B ! T A B T A B T A B T A 11 T 

Midnight _ 1 AM 105 3 6 1U1 3 9 8 hi 53 11 6k U7 10 57 
- -

27 9 36 31 7 38 .J§. 77 

1 AM _ 2 AM 53 12 65 18 7 25 25 13 38 21 7 28 2 6 10 36 2 2 O 3 1 J * U . 1 0 . 

2 AM - 3 AM 51 i u 65 15 A 1 8 22 H i 36 18 6 2h 15 9 21 9 30 U9 2 2 7 1 

3 AM - 4 AM U l " i i i 55 16 2 1 8 12 7 1 9 13 8 21 13 3 16 15 10 25 2U 2 2 U 6 

4 AM - 5 AM 30 5 35 7 2 9 16 7 23 h 2 6 12 2 lh 7 h 11 1 8 11 29 

5 AM - 6 AM 1 8 8 26 8 2 1 0 11 1 0 21 8 3 11 3 3 6 7 5 12 16 9 25 

6 AM - 7 AM 16 10 26 5 5 10 8 8 16 17 6 23 6 2 8 10 5 15 1 3 11 2U 

7 AM - 8 AM 16 10 2 6 2 9 11 1 1 9 2 0 1 1 6 1 9 2h 7 31 18 1 8 3 6 21 12 33 

8 AM - 9 AM 18 9 2 7 5 U l U 6 8 31 21 5 2 3 2 2 0 52 39 h U3 33 1 9 52 33 20 53 

9 AM - 10 AM 20 16 : 6 i*4 12 5 8 38 1 7 5 5 39 15 5U 18 16 3U 1*7 20 67 30 25 5 5 

10 AM - 11 AM 2 9 i i ' i ~hS 33 16 U9 ho H i 5U 3h _ h9 1 7 21 7 8 39 2h 63 31 2 2 5 3 

11 AM - Noon 3)4 15 U9 27 1 7 Ui 3 8 1 1 
. 

I»9 2h 1 3 37 37 18 5 5 3 1 20 51 U0 11 51 

Noon - 1 PM 2 9 l U U 3 2 6 16 U2 3 2 1 2 hh 3 1 1 1 U2 I16 2 2 68 U3 2h 67 U l 18 5 9 

1 PM - 2 PM 38 20 58 U0 1 5 5 5 57 13 7 0 36 17 53 38 1 9 57 51* 21* 78 U9 3 2 81 

2 PM - 3 PM 36 1 7 5 3 1*5 16 6 1 21 2 6 hi 2 9 2 9 58 U6 20 6 6 U l 30 7 1 53 2 8 8 1 

3 PM — 4 P M 27 13 ho 1 9 1 9 38 32 18 50 51 20 7 1 21 2 6 1*7 2 8 2U 52 2 9 3 5 6U 

4 PM - 5 PM UO 17 57 52 20 7 2 8 2 3 3 115 58 30 88" 68 2 8 96 68 30 98 7 9 3 0 109 

5 PM - 6 PM Uo 16 56 57 2 9 8 6 5 6 1 3 6 9 52 28 8 0 57 8 8 lh 35 109 5 8 3 1 8 9 

6 PM - 7 PM 38 17 5 5 37 2 9 6 6 - 3 9 - 2 9 6 8 57 21 7 8 h9 2U 
7 3 . 

5 6 2 7 83 7 3 1 9 . 9 2 

7 PM _ g p M U7 1 8 6 5 7 2 23 9 5 69 2 0 8 9 70 23 93 7 2 20 9 2 6 3 33 96 60 2 6 ~86~ 

8 PM - 9 PM 2 7 16 1)3 62 30 9 2 5 8 2 8 8 6 57 26 83 U5 2 9 ,r 60 39 99 " 8 6 T u " 120 

9 PM - 10 PM 3U 15 Iffl 69 2 3 9 2 6 7 2 7 91* I t? 23 7 0 U2 2U 66 3 3 36 1 1 9 9 8 3 6 1 3 U 

1 0 PM - 1 1 PM 37 16 5 3 37 2 ? 5 9 1.3 2 3 6 6 Ii5 2 1 6 6 I48 1 7 65 6 3 U l 10U ~ 8 0 ~ 1 0 9 

11 PM - Midnight 2 6 9 3 5 ?U 8 3 2 1 8 8 2 6 78 20 98 37 15 52 61 35 96 7 5 " ~2h~~ ~97 

D A I L Y T O T A L S 1203 1157 1271 1 2 6 1 1185 1 5 0 3 1 6 9 2 

A — F i g u r e s in this, colun-ii ?hov; the number of ctAta tit service 1 nr .svered by Radio Dtapa+chkrd Scout Curs 

that required NO report. 

B - C a l l s for s e r v i c e answered by R - i t o Dispatched Scout C a r s Hint R E Q U f R K l ) a Written report * 

T - Hourly tot:i1 of c a l l s foi s e r v i c e thiit were rc&ponded to. 



' ' ••• ' R T O f C A L L S F y S P O L I C E S - i - .'• C I - R C i r - C ' f l O t i ) TO c Y 
RADIO u ; > A l C H t O S C U U r C A K a BY MOll!< A l i o B Y D A Y Of- tocEK 

- f r t l ;, t b m ,. i 9 , j S 

SUNDAY MONDAY T U K S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y 

i!y U'jur uf Day A n ar A B T A B T A B T A B T A B T A I ! T 

:': 'rtigbl - 1 AM 63 6 69 91 11 102 
'• AM _ 2 AM i 60 7 67 )i8 16 61 
1 AM - J A M 7S e M 18 59 

3 AM — 4 AM 33 8 hi 11. l i l 

4 AM - 5 AM r 
21 10 31 33 Hi 07 

5 AM - 6 AM 10 I U 2)4 17 9 26 
6 AM - 7 AM 

12 32 hh 3? 10 1.2 

7 AM - 8 AM 1 9 27 36 I 1 8 14 6? 

8 AM - 9 AM 20 23 U3 5 8 20 78 

9 AM —10 AM 27 20 1*7 69 22 9 1 

10 AM - 11 AM 3!4 19 53 l 'r' 15 70 

' 1 AM - Noon 30 12 h2 67 9 76 

\'oon - 1 PM U9 22 71 97 17 l l J i 

1 PM - 2 PM Hh 11 95 91 30 121 

? P M - 3 PM 107 9 116 81 16 97 

3 P H - 4 PM 73 13 86 87 18 105 

4 I'M - 5 PM ll*6 h 150 75 l l i 89 

S PM - 6 PM 123 7 130 101* 11 115 

G PM - 7 PM 113 h 117 92 2C 118 

7 PM _ g P M 110 18 128 101 21 122 

8 PM - 9 PM 79 32 111 91 9 100 

9 PM - 10 PM 10 11 21 210 18 228 113 21 13!i 

10 PM - 11 PM hh 30 7h 189 12 201 93 27 120 

11 PM - Midnight 1*6 15 61 159 10 169 82 11 93 

D A I L Y T O T A L S 156 ?183 2 066 

A - F i g u r e s in this tetunin show the number of c a l l s for .service answered by Radio Dispatched Scout C a r s 
that required NO lepoR. 

B - C a l l s for s e r v i c e . uswered by Radio Dispatched Scout C a r s that R E Q U I R E D a Written report 

T - Hourly totnl of 1 , ! l s for s e r v i c e that were responded to. 



R E P O R T O r C A L L S r p R Pp ! I CE Sfcr-VICE R E S P O N D E D I'O 12 Y 

RADIO D I S P A T C H E D SCOUT CARS BY HOUR AND BY DAY Of" WEEK 

Incidents Reported 
April 7 thru 13 1968 

SUNDAY MONDAY T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y SA l ' U R I ) , \Y 

By Hour of Dny A B T A B T A B T A B T A B T A B T A B T 

Midnight - 1 AM 
6', 10 . 7>4 38 _JL?_ 

7 7 " i i " 81 !.8 6 53 6 59 70 25 95 73 25 98 

1 AM _ 2 AM 71 3 21 *•> 
'' _ 2 2 _ 35 !. 39 20 7 27 50 Hi 6U h.2 10 52 56 10 66 

2 AM - 3 AM y hi 3t 3 M 31 0 31 16 2 18 22 30 19 6 25 53 15 68 

3 AM - 4 AM 28 7 ('• 13 11 T ~ 15 5 h 9 16 20 13 8 21 21 25 1.6 

4 AM - 5 AM % 5 39 11 2 13 15 6 23 lh 3 17 11 1 12 7 10 17 28 10 38 

5 AM - 6 AM H i ? 16 )i 1 7 21 12 2 ~lh 6 h 10 12 It 16 13 2 15 • 12 5 17 

6 AM — 7 AM 10 
~ f I T 20 3 23 12 r' 17 h 3 7 2ti It 28 1 1 7 18 6 6 12 

7 AM - 8 AM 32 \ 38 20 7 27 16 2 18 21 9 36 Ui 12 56 22 15 37 • u, 9 23 

8 AM - 9 AM hC 22 62 19 18 37 18 0 18 17 16 33 23 12 35 2 7 9 - 32 11 lt3 

9 AM - 10 AM 30 12 50 28 12 ho 29 50 79 37 11. 5 1 29 35 61. 39 16 55 3 12 15 

10 AM - 11 AM 30 17 hi V. 27 71 29 18 hi 29 17 1.6 18 16 3lt 31 16 U7 27 23 50 

11 AM — Noon 69 0 78 )*6 19 65 27 39 66 1.2 23 65 23 27 50 3lt 21* 58 Ul U8 89 

Noon - 1 PM 78 56 131. 51 37 88 65 13 78 37 16 53 26 16 h2 50 21 71 2t2 15 57 

1 PM - 2 PM 67 17 a. 51 1.1. 95 52 17 69 27 25 52 37 25 62 76 37 113 . 5U 32 86 

2 P M - 3 P M 7? 13 88 35 15 50 59 a . li.3 1.7 26 73 1.7 28 75 bi 29 70 39 3h 73 

3 PM — 4PM Ii3 11 5>i 89 18 107 53 31 8I1 29 19 U8 39 19 58 53 2 7 80 
1 

U6 26 72 

4 PM - 5 PM 91 16 107 62 28 90 60 16 76 60 30 90 U6 17 63 67 25 92 58 28 86 

5 PM - 6 PM 91 19 110 80 35 115 ~1I9 " 20 " " 6 9 Sh 29 83 56 27 83 7*4 29 103 57 36~" 93 

6 PM - 7 PM 86 15- 101 69 1.3. .11.2. 89. 2 0 . .109 6 2 27 89 61 2h 85 79 25 101. 58 29 87 

7 PM _ g PM 98 18 116 78 20 ~~98 86 31 117 66 h2 108 62 29 91 80 30 110 59 27 86 

8 PM - 9 PM 73 Ii 77 80 31 111 67 26 113 9h 21 121 83 3 - - l l 7 " 87 3h 1 2 1 88 3 1 119 

9 PM - 10 PM 95 1 1 106 79 11 90 76 13 89 63 25 88 85 29 lilt 75 2h 99 102 2 9 131 

1 0 PM - 1 1 PM 118 8 126 95 2k 119 •>.3 13 56 ~ 58 26 8U 103 10 113 102 19 1 2 1 87 32 119 

11 PM - Midnight 

D A I L Y T O T A L S 

52 3 

1 

55 

720 

7U 6 80 

1579 

89 3 

1 

92 

5U3 

101 h 

1 

105 

367 

60 3 1 

1 

91 

U60 

60 25 

3 

85 

.618 

~67~ 

1 

100 

671. 

A — F i g u r e s in th is column show the number of c a l l s for s e r v i c e answered by Radio Dispatched Scnut C a r s 
that required NO report. 

B - C a l l s for service answered by Radio Dispatched Scout C a r s that R E Q U I R E D a Written report 

X — Hourly total of c a l l s for s e r v i c e that were responded to. 



R E P O R T O F C A L L S FOR P O L I C E S ERV IC f . K S P O N D E D TO P .Y 

RADIO D I S P A T C H E D SCOUT C A R S BY HOUR AND BY DAY OF W E E K 

Incidents Reported 
A p r i l l l * a n d 1 5 1 9 6 8 

by Hour of Day 

SUNDAY MONDAY T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y SA- f U R D A Y Incidents Reported 
A p r i l l l * a n d 1 5 1 9 6 8 

by Hour of Day A 

62 

B T A B T A B T A B T A B T A B T A B T 

Midnight - 1 AM 

A 

62 2 9 . 9 1 3 6 1 8 51* 

B T B T T T 

1 AM — 2 AM 7 9 1 9 9 8 3 6 9 1*5 

T 

2 AM - 3 AM 55 1 9 7lt 2 1 6 27 

3 AM - 4 AM hi 1 0 51 1 7 8 25 

4 AM — 5 AM 3 9 1 0 lt9 1 0 7 1 7 

5 AM - 6 AM l i t 9 23 8 7 15 

6 AM - 7 AM 9 9 18 1 2 6 1 8 

7 AM - 8 AM 1 9 1 1 3 0 1 3 8 2 1 

8 AM — 9 AM 2 7 1 1 3 8 2 2 20 1*2 

9 AM — 1 0 AM 2 9 2 6 55 27 1 7 1*1* 

10 AM - 11 AM 2 9 H t l t3 3 1 2 6 57 

11 AM - Noon 3 5 1 7 52 1*1 2 2 6 3 1 

Noon - 1 PM 3 3 1 6 1*9 2 7 1 7 1*1* 

1 P M - 2 PM U 6 2 8 71* 1*3 30 7 3 

2 P M - 3 PM 3 5 1 3 1*8 1*0 1 9 5 9 

3 PM - 4 PM UO 2 3 6 3 1*9 3 6 8 5 

4 PM — 5 P M 1*7 2 3 7 0 6 3 25 8 8 

5 PM - 6 PM 3 0 2 1 51 6 0 21* 81* 

6 PM - 7 PM l a 1 8 . . - 5 9 . • So, 1*0 . . . 9 0 . • -

7 PM _ 8 PM 6 l t 22 8 6 5 7 2 6 8 3 

8 PM — 9 P M 7 5 3 5 1 1 0 1*7 3 6 8 3 

9 PM - 10 PM 6 5 1 6 8 1 5 7 2 1 7 8 

1 0 PM - 1 1 PM 6 5 2 7 9 2 51 2 3 71* 

11 PM - Midnight 3 9 2U 6 3 51* 2 6 8 0 

D A I L Y T O T A L S 11*68 131*9 

A — F i g u r e s in th is column show the number of c a l l s for s e r v i c e answered by Radio Dispatched Scout C a r s 
that required NO report. 

B - C a l l s for s ervice answered by Radio Dispatched Scout C a r s that R E Q U I R E D a Written report 

T — Hourly total of c a l l s for s e r v i c e that were responded to. 



F i r e 



THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FIRE DEPARTMENT'S ROLE IN THE CIVIL 

DISTURBANCES OF APRIL 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 1968 

At 10:50 P . M . on April 4, 19 68 this Department was notified by the 
Metropolitan Police Department that a large number of persons were gathering 
in the vicinity of 14th and Belmont Streets, N . W . , and were at that moment 
becoming disorderly by breaking windows and overturning an automobile. 
Several seconds later a "Local Alarm" for fire was received by telephone for a 
fire at 14th and Belmont, presaging the events of the succeeding days. 

Fire Chief Henry A. Galotta was notified of this disturbance and im
mediately returned to Fire Alarm Headquarters. When evaluation of subsequent 
alarms indicated that a civil disturbance was in fact occurring. Staff Command 
Headquarters and Liaison Posts were activated; and, at 11:51 P . M . the Fire 
Department was notifed that "Plan F" had been implemented. That plan provides 
for the full mobilization of the Firefighting Division for sustained maximum fire 
suppression; and is best described by stating that a transition occurs from a 
normal 3 working group system to a 2 working group system by recalling to duty 
the members on day off. This ultimately provides increased operational capa
bilities by each of the existing 32 Engine Companies (equipped with two pieces 
of pumping equipment) separating their apparatus to form two separate companies, 
thereby doubling the total number of companies by utilizing recalled manpower. 
Truck Company and Rescue Squad complements are increased also. 

During the period of time from 10:50 P . M . April 4th to 4:22 A . M . on 
April 5th, there were a total of 18 fires in the city, 7 of which were located 
close to the site of the original disturbance, i . e . , in the 2400 to 2700 blocks 
of 14th Street, N . W . , and it is definitely established that those fires were khe 
result of said disturbance. After 4:22 A . M . a period of relative calm was present 
with no new fires reported. On April 5th the Department had completed the 
preparations under Plan F and had placed additional units in service by manning 
apparatus normally in reserve. There were a total of 72 independent Engine 
Companies, 17 Truck Companies, and 13 Battalion Fire Chiefs available for 
dispatch. 

April 5th at 12:13 P . M . notice of a fire at 14th and U Streets, N .W. 
heralded the outbreak of new disturbances which soon ranged from that location 
north to Park Road, and fires were being started in buildings along this l ine. A 
modification of our usual firefighting techniques of complete extinguishment and 
overhaul for embers was necessary due to the rapidly spreading fire area. We 
had to permit quick knockdown and containment control to suffice. When 
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hostility of the crowds was directed toward the firefighters in several cases , it 
deterred arrival on the scene. Eleven fires were burning in this area when the 
first alarm was received from the Seventh Street N.W. scene at 1:01 P . M . 
Seventh Street erupted into disturbance and accompanying fires ranging from L 
Street northward to Florida Avenue. At 3:11 P . M . the first alarm from H Street, 
N . E . was sounded from the intersection of 10th. From that moment on, fires 
were being lit rapidly along H Street from 8th to 15th Streets. 

It was now apparent that with the rate of from 25 to 30 new fires breaking 
out every hour, fire suppression was beyond the capability of our equipment and 
manpower. Fires gained considerable headway before being reported, and most 
buildings were completely involved by the time of arrival of equipment. At 4:30 
P . M . assistance from the surrounding communities was requested. The City of 
Alexandria, and Arlington, Fairfax, Montgomery, and Prince Georges Counties 
responded with a total of 60 pieces of pumping equipment, 7 aerial ladders, 4 
command officers and a gasoline tanker. They were assigned to geographical 
districts and responded to fires as ordered by the D . C . Fire Alarm Headquarters. 

The incident rate for new fires continued at about 30 per hour for the 
next several hours, greatly enlarging the periphery of the three principal fire 
areas. Hostility toward firefighters was reduced somewhat in all areas, how
ever some fire hoses were cut in two and men were assaulted. Forces were de
ployed to the fire zones as economically as possible, and extinguishment became 
increasingly more difficult. The 14th Street locale now extended from S Street 
north to Otis; 7th Street from New York Avenue north to Florida, skipping several 
blocks and picking up again on Georgia Avenue from Newton Place to New 
Hampshire Avenue; H Street from 3rd to 15th Streets, and branching out Bladens-
burg Road and Bennings Road. Those prime areas were crossed by sub areas of 
several blocks on each side in some locations. 

By midnight on the 5th of April there had been approximately 280 d i s 
patches for reported fires since the disturbance began. The incident rate de
creased slightly after this , but it st i l l did not allow complete extinguishment of 
a fire before the company had to move to yet another. By 7:00 A . M . on April 
6th the tactical situation was such that the assistance companies from Maryland 
and Virginia were released to return to their own communities. At this time there 
had been 300 fire dispatches, and about 24 were still burning, although under 
control. 

Saturday, April 6th, was a story of old fires rekindling as new fires 
were l i t . New outbreaks in the three prime areas kept those places hazardous. 
Throughout the day other street locations became involved, but not to the 
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magnitude of the basic three. By 7:00 P . M . there had been a total of 334 fires, 
plus 206 still smouldering or burning rekindles, for a total of 540 dispatchings. 
Prince Georges County once again sent six pumping engines into the District to 
assis t u s , and by midnight the fire control problem was reduced so that those 
companies were once again released to their own jurisdictions. No additional 
aid was needed after that point. 

Sunday, April 7th, revealed a steadily decreasing hourly rate of new 
fires definitely linked to the civil disturbance. Most of the apparatus dispatches 
were for flame or smoke visible at the scene of a prior fire. 

The Fire Department Emergency Ambulance Service, consisting of 11 
ambulances, was bolstered by 4 from D . C . Public Health, and 6 from the U . S. 
Army. During the disturbance period at least 350 persons were transported to 
hospitals, including 17 District firefighters and 2 firefighters from other Juris
dictions. The firefighters" injuries were not serious. At no time was it necessary 
to deny a request because no ambulance was available, although selective screen
ing was always exercised to insure transportation for only the seriously i l l and 
injured. 

On Monday, April 8th, at 3:00 A . M . , for the first time since the d is 
turbance started, the fire dispatch board showed clear - no unit on the street -
no fires burning. 

As of 6:00 A . M . , Monday, April 8th, there had been dispatches to 510 
initial reports of fire, plus 300 dispatches to rekindles, totalling 810 dispatches 
thus far during the period of disturbance. 

It i s estimated that arson is involved in at least 95% of the reported fires. 
No extrapolation can be made as to the total number of buildings involved from 
the total number of dispatches, for in numerous instances there was more than 
one building involved in a fire situation. There were very few false reports by 
telephone during the peak fire periods, although several have been received since 
the sharp decline in new fire situation on Sunday, April 7th. 

There have been 4 deaths connected with fire since the outbreak began. 



THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FIRE DEPARTMENT'S ROLE IN THE 

CIVIL DISTURBANCE OF APRIL 4TH THROUGH 9TH, 1968 

Supplement Number One to the basic document: 

The first brief summary of this Department's activities covered 
the time period from 10:50 P . M . , Thursday, April 4th to 6:00 A . M . , 
Monday April 8th, 1968. To serve as a starting point; and by way of 
review; at the end of the period covered a definite and significant 
diminishment of reported fires was occurring. At that time, there had 
been 510 dispatches of fire fighting equipment to scenes of initial fire 
outbreak, and 300 dispatches for reports of rekindled fires. This sup
plement continues the chronology without amplification of the basic docu
ment other than updating certain statistics. 

In the two hours from 6 to 8 A . M . , April 8th, there were no d i s 
patches of fire equipment to any alarm. Within the span of time until 12 
noon there were 14 new fire situations reported and 4 smoke or flame 
reports from sites of previous fires 

Evaluation of the alarms received throughout the daylight hours 
of Monday indicates that the fire incidents involved mostly trash cans, 
wooded areas, debris, incinerators, e t c . , with only 5 minor house fires 
occurring. None of the house fires are considered to be related to the 
civil disturbances, and no fires were reported in merchantile establish
ments. A very sharp upturn in the number of automobile fires was ex
perienced in this period, and it i s believed that these were intentional 
destructions. Reports of smoke or flame from prior fire sites continued. 
Most of these are brought about by deep seated burning within the piles 
of rubble present at those locations. Apparatus is always dispatched to 
take whatever action i s indicated. 

At 7:00 P . M . , April 8th, statistics relative to fire equipment d i s 
patches show that there had been 559 initial fire reports, 319 rekindles, 
totaling 878 dispatches. By midnight these numbers had increased to 583; 
324; and 907 respectively. A hindsight review of the calendar day of 
April 8th is that the city fire status had returned close to normal; for this 
Department was now being called upon for collateral services such as 
children locked i n , food on the stove, and refrigerator leaks. 

It i s noteworthy that during the period of the curfew hours of 
April 8th - April 9th, there were 19 false alarms received, not far above 
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the normal number for such a nighttime period. These false alarms are 
not included in the total number of apparatus dispatchings for reported 
fire. 

Within the period from midnight April 8th - 9th to 2:30 P . M . 
April 9th, there has been no dispatching for an actual fire occurring 
within a residence or commercial building, and the number of alarms 
being received approximate an average day. 

Our firefighters are now beginning to seek medical attention for 
minor injuries suffered during the height of the civil disturbance. Thirty-
six men have reported injuries (including those transported to hospitals 
for treatment), and none of them are considered to be serious. There 
are no members confined to hospitals as the result of injury suffered 
during this period, but it has been necessary to place 10 men on sick 
leave as a result of disturbance connected injury. 

The 3:00 P . M . ,April 9th dispatch statistics for the overall 
period show 601 initial fire outbreaks, 331 rekindles (smoke or flame), 
totaling 932. The total reflects all types of alarms, whether distur
bance connected or not. Subsequent reports will include totals for 
false alarms and collateral activity. 

The Department is participating in surveys to determine the 
number of buildings which have been involved in fire, categorized as 
to type and occupancy. Subsequent supplements will include such i n 
formation as it becomes available. Preliminary reports indicate that at 
least 37 residence fires occurred as a result of the civil disturbance. 
These dwellings are not associated in any manner with commercial or 
industrial establishments, i . e . , apartments over stores. There were 
28 additional residences set afire as result of fire spread from the first 
37, resulting in a total of 65 dwelling fires. Three of the primary fires 
are known to have been started with fire bombs. There were two fires 
at D . C . General Hospital in the Children's Ward, and a fire at Harris 
School, 53rd and C a l l Place, S . E . , all connected with the civil distur
bance o 

The Department continues in a state of readiness under Plan F , 
with all apparatus and ambulances manned as outlined in the basic 
document. 



DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA F I R S DEPARTMENT STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR THE 
PERIOD OF C I V I L DISTURBANCE OF APRIL i i t h , 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 1968 

Period covered - 10 :50 P.M., A p r i l ij.th to 6 :00 A.M. A p r i l 8 th 

T o t a l Alarms - 510 i n i t i a l responses f o r report of f i r e 
300 dispatches f o r r e k i n d l e s , smoke or flame 
510 

Periods of peak resoonses - A p r i l li t h , 10 : 50 P.M. to [i:00 A.M. A p r i l 5 t h 
A p r i l 5 th, 12 : 1 3 P.M. to 6 :00 JS.M. A p r i l 6 th 
A p r i l 6 th - f a i r l y steady response rate 
A p r i l 7th - decreasing sharply 

T o t a l number of companies - Engine Truck 
D i s t r i c t 72 17 

Suburban 60 7 

Major f i r e areas - Liith S t r e e t from S St r e e t to Otis 
7th S t r e e t from New York Avenue to F l o r i d a Avenue 
H S t r e e t from 3rd to 15th 
Unit block of Hanover S t . , N.W, 
Wheeler Road and Barnaby S t r e e t , S . J . 
Minnesota Avenue and S h e r i f f Road, N.E. 
15th and F S t r e e t s , N.E. 
Benning Road from 15th to 19th S t r e e t s , N.E. 
Bladensburg Road from H to K, N«E« 
200 Block of Anacostia Road, S.^. 
5300 Block of East C a p i t o l S t r e e t 
C e n t r a l and Southern Avenues 
913 M St r e e t , N.W. 
600 Block of Newton S t r e e t , N.W. 
700 Block of 8 th S t r e e t , S.E. 
6 l s t and Dix S t r e e t s , N.S. 
Minnesota Avenue and ^ a s t C a p i t o l S t r e e t 
16th and New York Avenue, N.E. 

I n j u r i e s to f i r e f i g h t e r s - D.C. perso: n e l - 17 
Suburban 2 

Number of deaths r e l a t e d to f i r e , c i v i l i a n - LL 
no f i r e f i g h t e r s 

M i s c . Observat ions covered i n r e p o r t -

95$ of a l l f i r e s suspected arson 
I n t e r f e r e n c e to f i r e f i g h t e r s from c i v i l i a n s was great a t s t a r t , 

and cont inued u n t i l troops were able to secure f i r e area 
D e f i n i t e r e l a t i o n s h i p between d i s o r d e r l y crowds and number of 

f i r e s o c c u r r i n g 
Emergency Ambulance S e r v i c e t r a n s p o r t e d 350 i n j u r e d to H o s p i t a l 

Items not covered i n b a s i c r e p o r t 

Department has been s e a r c h i n g areas for p o s s i b l e v i c t i m s of f i r e 
Tear gas no problem for Department was mask equipped,. 



THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FIRE DEPARTMENT'S ROLE IN THE 

CIVIL DISTURBANCE OF APRIL 4TH THROUGH 10TH, 1968 

Supplement Number Two to the basic document: 

The first brief summary of this Department's activities covered the 
time period from 10:50 P . M . , Thursday, April 4th to 6:00 A . M . , Monday , 
April 8th, 1968. 

Supplement Number One to that basic document covered the time 
period immediately following, and ended at 3:00 P . M . , Tuesday, April 9th, 
1968. 

This supplement continues the chronology until 7:00 A . M . , Wednes
day, April 10th, 1968. As indicated at the close of Supplement Number One, 
the 3:00 P . M . , April 9th statistics for the overall civil disturbance period 
showed that there had been 601 initial fire outbreaks; 331 rekindles (smoke 
or flame); a number of false alarms; and several dispatches for miscellaneous 
services to the public. 

Evaluation of the first 4 hours of time covered by this summary indi
cates that most of the dispatches made were for fires occurring in debris at 
sites of prior burnings; trash and trash cans; brush and wooded areas; and 
automobiles. The 7:00 P . M . total of dispatches for the overall period was 
985, and i s segmented as follows: 
Initial fire outbreaks 622 
Rekindles (smoke-flame) - 337 
False alarms 23 
Miscellaneous services - 3 

At 7:45 P . M . , this Department received an intelligence report that 
indicated the possibility of further disturbance in two areas; Anacostia, 
and 17th S t . , S . E . from East Capitol Street south to Pennsylvania Ave. ; 
with the general plan being to create numerous diversionary fire situations 
in an attempt to draw fire equipment to other areas; blocking traffic into 
the target area prior to burning; then igniting buildings within the target 
locale itself . Shorfly after 8:00 P . M . , the Metropolitan Police Department 
reported a Scout Car stoned in the area of Alabama Avenue and Jasper, S . E . 
At 8:22 fire equipment was dispatched for fire in the basement of 2727 
Jasper Street, and that apparatus was stoned at the scene. Within the 
next two hours there were 10 dispatches made into S . E . - N . E . areas of 
the city on the east side of the Anacostia River for 5 small outside fires 
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and 5 false alarms. There were no further events in this area which would 
indicate accomplishment of any plan. 

There was only one house fire in the city (11:05 P . M . ) and it is 
established that it was not disturbance connected. 

The April 9th-10th midnight dispatch totals for the overall period: 

Initial fire outbreaks 640 
Rekindles (smoke-flame) 342 
False alarms 34 
Miscellaneous services 4 

The midnight to 7:00 A . M . , April 10th period can be described as 
quiet with no untoward incidents. 

The 7:00 A . M . Wednesday, April 10th, dispatch totals for the 
overall period: 

Initial fire outbreaks 642 
Rekindles (smoke-flame) 347 
False alarms 37 
Miscellaneous services 6 

There have been no additional personnel injuries reported. 

The Department continues in a state of readiness under Plan F . 



THE DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA FIRE DEPARTMENT'S ROLE IN THE 

C I V I L DISTURBANCES OP APRIL liTH THROUGH APRIL 16th, 1968 

Supplement Number Three to the b a s i c document: 

The f i r s t b r i e f summary of t h i s Department's a c t i v i t i e s 
covered the time period from 10:50 P.M., Thursday, A p r i l Jj-th, to 
6:00 P.M., Monday A p r i l 8th, 1968. 

Supplement Number One to that document covered the time 
period immediately f o l l o w i n g , and ended at 3:00 P.M., Tuesday, 
A p r i l 9th, 1968. 

Supplement dumber Two covered the time period immediately 
fol lowing; and ended at 7:00 A . n . , Wednesday, A p r i l 10th, 1968* 

T h i s f i n a l b r i e f summary covers the time p e r i o d from 7:00 
A . M . , A p r i l 10th to 8:00 A.M., Thursday, A p r i l 18th, 1968. 

As i n d i c a t e d i n the p r i o r r e p o r t s , the sharp d e c l i n e i n 
f i r e i n c i d e n t s which could be d e f i n i t e l y l i n k e d to c i v i l d i s t u r 
bance, was i n t e r p r e t e d to mean the end of a peak period, and the 
r e t u r n towards normalcy. By way of r e v i e w , the 7:00 A . M . A p r i l 
10th d i s p a t c h t o t a l s f o r the preceeding o v e r a l l period were: 

I n i t i a l f i r e outbreaks 6LL2 
Rekindles 'smoke-f lame» 
F a l s e Alarms 37 
Miscellaneous S e r v i c e s 6 

C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n of f i r e s occurring during the period of 
t h i s report would include d e b r i s , t r a s h , automobiles, house f i r e s , 
w i t h a sharp upturn i n the number of garage and shed i n c i d e n t s . 
The number of f a l s e alarms a l s o i n c r e a s e d . F i r e s of an unusual 
aspect, which may or may not be connected to the c i v i l d i s t u r 
bance are noted, by reason of them following the t y p i c a l p a t t e r n . 

Thursday, A p r i l 11th F r i d a y , A p r i l 12th 
1870 7th S t r e e t , N.W. 1838 7th S t r e e t , N.W. 
1217 H S t r e e t , N.E. 6 l s t and Dix S t r e e t s , N.E. 

At 8:00 A.M., Saturday, A p r i l 13th, "Plan F" was d i s c o n t i n 
ued, and the f i r e f i g h t i n g d i v i s i o n returned to the normal 3 group 
work system, and reserve apparatus i n s e r v i c e was placed back i n 
r e s e r v e . The 6I4. separate engine companies were reunited to the 
o r i g i n a l 32. 



The breakdown of d i s p a t c h e s made during the proceeding 
p e r i o d of c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e showed: 

I n i t i a l f i r e outbreaks 872 
R e k i n d l e s 'smoke-flame 1 371 
F a l s e Alarms 127 
n i s c e l l a n e o u s S e r v i c e s 2l\. 

S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 13th, was c o n s i d e r e d to be " n o r m a l " , w i t h 
only the f o l l o w i n g unusual o c c u r r e n c e s : 

F i r e i n a s tore at l^'OO Independence Avenue, S . E . 
A second alarm f o r a f i r e i n a f u r n i t u r e s t o r e at 1226 Goodhope 

Road, S . E . 

F i r e i n a l i n e n room at Providence h o s p i t a l 

Sunday, A p r i l l l | t h , brought the f o l l o w i n g unusual f i r e s : 

3rd f l o o r i n v o l v e d at 1270 7th S t r e e t , N.W. 
N a t a l i t y o c c u r r i n g i n a f i r e a t 820 North C a r o l i n a Avenue, S . E . 
1st f l o o r i n v o l v e d at 1236 7th S t r e e t , N.W. 

Monday's unusual f i r e s w e r e : 

1st and 2nd f l o o r s i n v o l v e d at 3^-l-H G e o r g i a Avenue 
C i v i l Defense s u p p l i e s burning at 610 I r v i n g S t r e e t , N.W. 

T u e s d a y ' s unusual f i r e s w e r e : 

1st f l o o r i n v o l v e d at 819 II S t r e e t , N.W. 
L i q u o r s t o r e i n v o l v e d at 90b P S t r e e t , N.W. 

Wednesday's unusual f i r e s w e r e : 

A second alarm f o r a f i r e i n a s t o r e at 192ii H|.th S t r e e t , N . U . 
A s torage shed i n v o l v e d at Howard U n i v e r s i t y Stadium 
A gas s t a t i o n f i r e at 1900 11th S t r e e t , N . U . 
1st f l o o r i n v o l v e d at 2263 12th S t r e e t , N.W. 
A second alarm f o r a f i r e a t Standard Drug, l l t h a n d H S t r e e t s , N.W, 

Those f i r e s are c o n s i d e r e d to be unusual by reason of t h e i r 
l o c a t i o n , c i r cumstances at the s c e n e , or occupancy. 

The t a s k of i n f o r m a t i o n r e t r i e v a l from the f i r e f i g h t i n g 
u n i t s c o n t i n u e s , w i t h the "mutual a i d " companies s t i l l out 
s t a n d i n g . The F i r e P r e v e n t i o n D i v i s i o n and the Redevelopment 
Land Agency r e p o r t s are being c r o s s - c h e c k e d w i t h f i r e d i s p a t c h 
logs and company response r e p o r t s to e l i m i n a t e d u p l i c a t i o n 
f o r the u l t i m a t e Master Report being p r e p a r e d . 
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P r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e t h a t a t l e a s t LtfO b u i l d i n g s 
were i n v o l v e d i n f i r e d u r i n g the peak p e r i o d of the c i v i l 
d i s t u r b a n c e , w i t h the occupancies of l i q u o r , c l o t h i n g , and 
food r e t a i l s a l e s being h a r d e s t h i t . The t o t a l f i g u r e w i l l 
no doubt i n c r e a s e when a d d i t i o n a l r e p o r t s are made by the 
suburban companies. 

An I n t e r n a l S t a f f Command C r i t i q u e was h e l d a l l day on 
Monday, A p r i l 8th; w i t h the P i r e C h i e f and D i v i s i o n Heads p a r 
t i c i p a t i n g ; to r e s o l v e d i f f i c u l t i e s which have been encountered 
and to s t r e n g t h e n o v e r a l l c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

A meeting between the P i r e C h i e f and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the f i r e department of the surrounding p o l i t i c a l j u r i s d i c 
t i o n s was h e l d on Wednesday, A p r i l 17th to review the means 
and methods employed dur ing the past p e r i o d , as w e l l as to 
p l a n f o r any forthcoming p e r i o d . 

Mr. P a t r i c k V. Murphy, D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c S a f e t y , h e l d 
a Command S t a f f C r i t i q u e at 2:30 P . M . , Wednesday, A p r i l 17th, 
xirhcih was at tended by the P i r e C h i e f and a l l D i v i s i o n Heads. 

A meeting has been scheduled w i t h a l l of the F i r e f i g h t 
ing D i v i s i o n B a t t a l i o n P i r e C h i e f s to review t h e i r observat ions 
and exper iences dur ing the s u b j e c t p e r i o d , and r e c e i v e t h e i r 
recommendations of what can be e f f e c t e d to update our opera
t i o n a l p l a n s . 

These i n t e r i m r e p o r t s w i l l be superseded by a Master 
Report w h i c h will be prepared when a l l data i s r e c e i v e d , 
e v a l u a t e d , and c o l l a t e d . 





SYNOPSIS OP SERVICE RENDERED TO 

THE DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA 

BY 

COMMUNITIES OP ADJACENT JURISDICTIONS 

APRIL 5 t h and APRIL 6th, 1968 

P u r n i s h e d b y : P i r e Department 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia 



At k:3U P.i- ;., A p r i l 5 t h , i t was apparent t h a t the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia P i r e Department was going to need a s s i s t a n c e i n 

su p p r e s s i n g the threat number of f i r e s which were o c c u r r i n g as 

a r e s u l t of trie c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e . A c a l l went out to the 

j u r i s d i c t i o n s a d j a c e n t to the D i s t r i c t f o r f i r e f i g h t i n g equip

ment and manpower. 

At 5 s l 2 P.M. the f i r s t u n i t was made a v a i l a b l e and r e p o r t e d 

"ready f o r s e r v i c e " , and was u t i l i z e d immediately. The C i t y 

of A l e x a n d r i a , A r l i n g t o n County, F a i r f a x County, Montgomery 

County, and P r i n c e Georges County, responded to our c a l l by 

sending a t o t a l of 61 p i e c e s of pumping equipment, 7 a e r i a l 

l a d d e r t r u c k s , it command o f f i c e r s , and a f u e l t r u c k , as l i s t e d . 

C i t y of A l e x a n d r i a Pumpers - 2 O f f i c e r s - 1 

A r l i n g t o n County Pumpers - 5 Aerj a l Ladders - 1 O f f i c e r s - 3 A r l i n g t o n County 
& F u e l T r . 

P a i x f a x County Pumpers -12 

Montgomery County Pumpers - 2 i | A e r i a l Ladders - k 

P r i n c e Georges Coun, Pumpers -18 A e r i a l Ladders - 2 

Those u n i t s were a s s i g n e d t o g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n 

the c i t y , o p e r a t i n g from D.C. F i r e S t a t i o n s , and responding to 

f i r e s as ordered by the D.C. P i r e Alarm Headquarters. Although 

not p o s s e s s i n g r a d i o r e c e i v e r s o p e r a t i n g on the frequency used 

by the D i s t r i c t , t h e i r "on the a i r " co/rjnunication was handled 

smoothly through the C i v i l Defense open telephone network. 

F i r e C o n t r o l Centers i n a l l j u r i s d i c t i o n s manned t h i s c i r c u i t , 

and when r a d i o t r a f f i c was n e c e s s a r y i t was simply r e l a y e d by the 



appropriate j u r i s d i c t i o n a l f i r e c o n t r o l center. 

The apparatus was used at a t o t a l of 26ii f i r e s while i n 

the D i s t r i c t , sometimes operating as part of a Task Force, wnile 

at other times operating independently. The t a c t i c a l s i t u a 

t i o n i n the D i s t r i c t at 3:30 A.M., A p r i l 6th, was such that 

the f i r s t a s s i s t a n c e companies were r e l e a s e d to r e t u r n to t h e i r 

own communities. By 9:23 A.M., the l a s t of the Maryland and 

V i r g i n i a companies had been so r e l e a s e d . 

On Saturday, A p r i l 6th, Prince Georges County was again 

requested to f u r n i s h f i r e f i g h t i n g equipment, and at 6:00 P.M. 

s i x u n i t s came into the c i t y to b o l s t e r the f o r c e . They r e 

mained i n the D i s t r i c t u n t i l midnight, when they were a l l r e 

le a s e d to r e t u r n to the County. 

The p r o f i c i e n t s e r v i c e of these f i r e f i g h t i n g companies 

enabled the D i s t r i c t to q u e l l the raging f i r e s as q u i c k l y as 

humanly p o s s i b l e , and t h e i r personnel's d e d i c a t i o n to duty was 

superb. T h e i r presence here during t h i s trying period w i l l be 

long remembered. 



I 



C o u r t s 



REPORT OF ARREST PROCEDURES ON AND AFTER 
APRIL 4, 1968, IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Between the hours of noon on Thursday, A p r i l 4, and 

4:00 p.m. on Sunday, A p r i l 7, 1968, a t o t a l of approximately 4,200 

a r r e s t s were made, 2,100 of these were for curfew v i o l a t i o n s , 

900 for lo o t i n g , 700 for d i s o r d e r l y conduct and the balance for 

other offenses. 

Prisoners were taken to the c e l l blocks of the fourteen 

p r e c i n c t s , the Court of General Sessions and the U.S. D i s t r i c t Court, 

with r eserve f a c i l i t i e s at Occoquan, V i r g i n i a . 

By 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, A p r i l 6, at which time somewhat 

l e s s than 3,000 a r r e s t s had been made, i t was obvious that the 

combined detention f a c i l i t i e s of the p r e c i n c t s and the court houses 

were inadequate to contain the pri s o n e r s . Although the Court of 

General Sessions was i n session (and i n f a c t remained i n session 

throughout the night on F r i d a y , Saturday and Sunday), and D i s t r i c t 

Court Judges were a v a i l a b l e , a serious delay developed i n the prepara 

t i o n of necessary court papers to charge the persons a r r e s t e d before 

a judge s i t t i n g i n court. 

Th i s r e s u l t e d i n detention of prisoners who remained 

unprocessed by Saturday afternoon even though they had been a r r e s t e d 
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at noon on Thursday. I n view of the conditions e x i s t i n g i n the 

c i t y at that time, i t was evident that even more serious clogging 

of detention f a c i l i t i e s and court rooms would occur i f some more 

s u i t a b l e , and l e g a l l y required, arrangements were not made. 

As i n d i c a t e d above, approximately h a l f of the t o t a , 

a r r e s t s were for curfew v i o l a t i o n s . I t was decided that curfew 

v i o l a t o r s who had spent the night i n j a i l would be processed under 

T i t l e 7 of the D.C. Omnibus Crime B i l l of 1967, pursuant to which 

persons a r r e s t e d may be released upon the issuance of a c i t a t i o n 

which r e q u i r e s a court appearance at a l a t e r date. T h i s p o l i c y was 

put into e f f e c t , and by noon on Saturday, a l l persons who had been 

a r r e s t e d for curfew v i o l a t i o n s and had been detained over n i g h t , were 

re l e a s e d , subject to l a t e r court appearance. 

Persons a r r e s t e d f o r d i s o r d e r l y conduct and for drunk 

offenses (prosecuted by the D i s t r i c t of Columbia) were processed i n 

ordinary course. On Sunday, a l l p r isoners a r r e s t e d on these charges 

had been processed through the court by 4:00 p.m. 

A continuing problem p e r s i s t e d for persons a r r e s t e d for 

burglary and other felony and misdemeanor offenses which are prosecuted 

i n the name of the United S t a t e s . I n order for c r i m i n a l informations 

to be prepared i n these cases, i t i s necessary for a r r e s t i n g o f f i c e r s 

to prepare reasonably d e t a i l e d statements of f a c t s s e t t i n g f o r t h the 
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elements of the offense charged as w e l l as the nature of the a r r e s t s . 

Since many of the o f f i c e r s involved i n such a r r e s t s were urgently 

needed on the s t r e e t s to protect l i v e s and property and prevent 

f u r t h e r l o o t i n g , i t was impossible for them to be i n the f i e l d and, 

at the same time, i n the p r e c i n c t s or court houses for the purpose 

of preparing court papers. Determined e f f o r t s were made to re q u i r e 

a r r e s t i n g o f f i c e r s to prepare court papers a f t e r they were released 

from duty so that burglary and other serious offenses could be pre

sented i n court. 

By 4:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, the t o t a l number of 

persons i n detention had been reduced from approximately 1,550 to 

400, and these prisoners were processed through the cou r t s , together 

wit h those a r r e s t e d a f t e r 4:00 p.m., during Sunday night and Monday 

morning. As of 8:00 a.m. on Monday, A p r i l 8, 450 persons were i n 

detention for processing. 

When the capacity of prearraignment detention f a c i l i t i e s 

i n the p r e c i n c t s and court houses were f i l l e d , prisoners were t r a n s f e r r e d 

at the time of a r r e s t to Occoquan. T h i s occurred with greatest frequency 

on Saturday night, at which time 700 prisoners were i n detention at 

that f a c i l i t y . T h i s number had been reduced to zero by 4:00 p.m. on 

Sunday; the f a c i l i t y was a v a i l a b l e on Sunday night for overflow. 
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As of 8:00 a . m . Monday morning, 5,400 arrests 
had been made, 4,950 prisoners had been processed by the 
Police Department or through the courts, and 450 persons 
remained in detention. 

By 8:00 a . m . Tuesday morning, the total number 
of arrests had risen to 6,306 or an increase of approxi
mately 890 since the previous morning. Of the total number 
of arrests during that 24 hour period, 696 were for curfew 
violation. By 12:00 noon, April 9, 1968, only 6 prisoners 
were st i l l in detention in the various police precincts. At 
that time no prisoners were being detained in the U. S . 
District Court , the D. C . Court of General Sessions or at 
Occoquan. Thus , virtually all of the arrestees from Monday 
night and Tuesday morning had been arraigned in the court 
or had been released by the police on citations by 12:00 noon 
Tuesday. 

Washington, D. C . 

Apri l 9, 1968 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF J U S T I C E 

Mernorcmdim 
TO : The Attorney General D A T E : A p r i l 11, 1968 

The Deputy Attorney General 

FROMC : Daniel J . Freed, Director 
9' Office of Cr iminal Justice 

S U B J E C T : D . C . C i v i l Disorder--Administrat ion of Justice 

Between Saturday, A p r i l 6 and Tuesday, A p r i l 9, 1968, a central 
information center was conceived, set up and operated at the D . C , 
Court of General Sessions to perform three basic functions: 

(1) to ascertain the location of persons known or presumed 
to have been arrested, 

(2) to ass is t citizens having questions about the operations 
of the court process, and 

( 3 ) to expedite the processing of cr iminal cases by identify
ing and attempting to overcome delays or obstructions in the 
administration of justice. 

The center was devised by three volunteer government attorneys--
Steven Waldhorn (HUD), Lee Saterfield ( E E O C ) and me, and was staffed 
at various times by nearly 50 attorneys, law and divinity students and 
miscellaneous recrui ts . Its central location and battery of telephones 
and desks in Room 101 of the Court of General Sessions Criminal 
Division building was made possible by Chief Judge Harold H . Greene. 
Its ready access to information from various court offices and the 
precincts, cel l blocks, j a i l and Occoquan about prisoners and pro
cedures was derived from authorizations by Deputy Mayor Fletcher, 
Chief Layton, United States Marshal Moore, United States Attorney 
B r e s s , Corporation Counsel Duncan and the Bureau of Pr i sons . 

In the course of four days, the center responded to more than 1000 
requests, and helped solve numerous vexing problems relating to 
arrested person?, their attorneys and police and. court procedure. As 
indicated in the P_qs_t, its operation tended to instil l a measure of order 
and confidence in the system and to relieve tension in an atmosphere 
that sometimes bordered on chaos. 
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Many other persons devoted long hours over this hectic weekend to 
the task of improving both the administration and appearance of justice 
at General Sessions. The information center represented but one source 
of manpower for such efforts. It did, however, tend to provide a focal • 
point at which experience was assembled and a precedent established 
that may usefully be included in the contingency plan for this and other 
communities for the future. Out of the experience w i l l undoubtedly also 
come some significant improvements in the every day administration of 
justice at the Court of General Sessions, 

To capitalize on the experience we are 

(1) Compiling a description of the procedures by which the 
information center operated, so as to enable its prompt revival 
should the occasion ever a r i s e . Representatives from al l local 
law schools w i l l soon meet to establish a standby organization to 
man it, and 

(2) Compiling a l ist of proposals for improved police, court 
and detention center procedures to overcome difficulties encount
ered this time. 

There is no doubt that the officers and agencies of law enforcement, 
the bar and the cr iminal process responded magnificently during this 
period of s t r e s s . There is also no doubt that the ordeal proved again 
that there is no " s y s t e m " of justice as such, no organized scheme by 
which its operation can be continuously monitored and adjusted to meet 
the intertwined needs of prosecution, defense and efficient court ad
ministration. A central control point to keep track of what is happening 
to people, procedures and papers and to respond promptly to breakdowns 
as they appear is crucial in time6 of emergency, and in peace time as 
w e l l . It is a lesson many people learned much about since A p r i l 6, and 
an experience which ought not be wasted now that the c r i s i s has subsided. 

Please let me know how we can a s s i s t you in applying this ex
perience in the days ahead. 



Citizen Information 



TO: Thomas W. F l e t c h e r , Deputy Mayor 

FROM: Robert A. Rogers , Management A n a l y s t , 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e of the Mayor 

R E : Summary of A c t i v i t y - D. C. C i t i z e n Informat ion Telephone 

Answering S e r v i c e 

S i n c e 5:30 p.m. A p r i l 6, 1968, c i t i z e n s i n the Washington 

Metropol i tan Area have been able to c a l l 629-3872 for informat ion 

r e g a r d i n g emergency s e r v i c e s through the above-mentioned telephone 

s e r v i c e . The primary purpose of the s e r v i c e i s to r e f e r and 

inform people of the a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s which have been 

a c t i v a t e d during the present emergency. 

As of 2 :00 a.m. A p r i l 6, 1968, approximately 650 c a l l s were 

r e c e i v e d ; 90% of these c a l l s were from people to v o l u n t e e r 149 

t h e i r p e r s o n a l s e r v i c e s , food, c l o t h i n g , s h e l t e r , medical and 

l e g a l s e r v i c e . The remaining 10% were r e q u e s t s for food and 

s h e l t e r and g e n e r a l informat ion which ranged from how to l o c a t e 

m i s s i n g persons , a v a i l a b i l i t y of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e , curfew, 

how to complain, " w i s h to t a l k , " and g e n e r a l i n q u i r e s regarding 

c i v i l d i s o r d e r . 

As of 11:30 p.m. A p r i l 7, 1968, approximately 2,800 c a l l s 

were r e c e i v e d , n i n e t y per cent were s p e c i f i c r e q u e s t s regarding 

the a v a i l a b i l i t y of food, c l o t h i n g and s h e l t e r . 

Arrangements for t h i s o p e r a t i o n were coordinated through the 

C o u n c i l of Human R e l a t i o n s and the Highway Department for use of 

t h e i r "Emergency Snow Removal" telephone system. Nine telephone 

l i n e s have been named on a 24-hour b a s i s by approximately s i x t y 

(60) v o l u n t e e r s which have i n c l u d e d Nuns and B r o t h e r s from 

C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y . 
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We a n t i c i p a t e more than 3,000 i n f o r m a t i o n a l c a l l s today, 

many of these i n q u i r i e s w i l l probably be about the emergency 

r e l i e f proposa ls mentioned by the Mayor's Urban C o a l i t i o n 

Committee. We hope to be able to s t a r t phasing out t h i s 

s e r v i c e on A p r i l 9, 1968. 

A meeting w i l l be scheduled w i t h the D i r e c t o r of the 

C i t i z e n s Informat ion S e r v i c e ( p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n ) to determine 

whether h i s agency can handle such telephone i n q u i r i e s i n 

the f u t u r e . 

CC. Ben Lacy 



To: Thomas W. F l e t c h e r , Deputy Mayor 

From: Robert A. Rogers, Management Analyst 
Executive O f f i c e of the Mayor 

Re: Summary of A c t i v i t y -
D.C. C i t i z e n Information 
Telephone Answering S e r v i c e 

5:30 p.m. A p r i l 6, 1968 
6:00 a.m. A p r i l 7, 1968 

Received approximately 650 telephone c a l l s . 90% were from 
c i t i z e n s who were volunteering t h e i r personal s e r v i c e s , food, 
c l o t h i n g , and s h e l t e r . 10% were c a l l s requesting a s s i s t a n c e to 
obtain food, c l o t h i n g , s h e l t e r , and general information regarding 
the disturbance. 

6:00 a.m. A p r i l 7, 1968 
6:00 a.m. A p r i l 8, 1968 

Received approximately 3250 telephone c a l l s . 60% were from 
c i t i z e n s requesting food, c l o t h i n g , and s h e l t e r . 30% were general 
informational c a l l s regarding curfew, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , c l o s i n g of 
business and governemnt o f f i c e s , l o c a t i o n of a r r e s t e d persons, 
damage information, e t c . 5% of these i n q u i r e s were need f o r 
non-emergency medical a s s i s t a n c e , persons who j u s t wanted to t a l k , 
and numerous other miscellaneous i n q u i r i e s . The remaining 5% were 
from other emergency agencies and food d i s t r i b u t i o n centers. 

6?00 am. A p r i l 8, 1968 
3:00 pm. A p r i l 9, 1968 

Received approximately 1400 telephone c a l l s . 80% were food 
and c l o t h i n g i n q u i r i e s . 10% were from other agencies and food 
d i s t r i b u t i o n c e n t e r s . 10% were miscellaneous phone i n q u i r i e s 
p e r t a i n i n g to curfew, l e g a l s e r v i c e s and l o c a t i o n of p r i s o n e r s . 

Over 60 persons have volunteered t h e i r s e r v i c e s to maintain 
C i t i z e n Information tel ephones on a 24 hour b a s i s since A p r i l 6, 1968. 
T h i s s e r v i c e has been responsible f o r coordination many of the 
emergency food and c l o t h i n g centers throughout the c i t y . 

We are c u r r e n t l y u t i l i z i n g a "Termitrack Locator System" which 
now permits us to l o c a t e volunteers f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n c e n t e r s , 
s p e c i a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n request and other e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s needed 
during t h i s emergency^. 





S a n i t a t i o n 



PUBLIC WORKS JOURNAL 

FRIDAY 5 A p r i l 1968 

/ 

12:30 A.M. Upon request from Mr. Dugas, Mr. Per r y s t a r t e d 
m o b i l i z i n g s a n i t a t i o n crews to c l e a n up s t r e e t s and 
sidewalks i n the area where di s t u r b a n c e was taking 
p l a c e 

4:40 A.M. Mr. Perry r e c e i v e d c l e a r a n c e from P o l i c e to s t a r t 
cleanup on 14th S t r e e t , Georgia Avenue and 7th S t r e e t . 
F i n i s h e d cleanup by 10 A.M. 

1:00 P.M. Due to unusual amount of P o l i c e a c t i v i t y on 14th S t r e e t 
and 7th S t r e e t , Mr. Ha r t l e y opened the Highway Dept. 
Communication Center and s t a r t e d p l o t t i n g r e p o r t s of 
f i r e s , l o o t i n g and l a r g e crowds. 7 radio-equipped t r a f f i c 
s u r v e i l l a n c e c a r s were on the s t r e e t r e p o r t i n g t r a f f i c 
c o n d i t i o n s , detours, f i r e s and i n c i d e n t s . The Mayor's 
O f f i c e was advised as re p o r t s came i n . 

2:00 P.M. Cleanup crews from Highways and S a n i t a r y Engineering were 
put on stand-by aw a i t i n g P o l i c e c l e a r a n c e to enter d i s 
turbed a r e a s . 

3:30 P.M. Evening rush hour s t a r t e d about 1 hour e a r l y and t r a f f i c 
c o n d i t i o n s were very heavy u n t i l 5:30 P.M. 

5:15 P.M. A f t e r c o n s u l t i n g with Mr. Avery of WMATC and Mr. Fox of 
D.C. T r a n s i t , r a d i o and T.V. s t a t i o n s were n o t i f i e d bus 
s e r v i c e would stop a t 6:30 P.M. except for A,B&W s h u t t l e 
to Pentagon. 

5:30 P.M. Upon request from Mr. Sims, U.S. S e c r e t S e r v i c e , S a n i t a r y 
Engineering e r e c t e d c a b l e s along sidewalk on both s i d e s 
of Pennsylvania Avenue i n f r o n t of White House. 

8:30 P.M. Standby cleanup crews were dismissed s i n c e P o l i c e advised 
areas were s t i l l not s a f e . 

SATURDAY 6 A p r i l 1968 

3:00 A.M. T r a f f i c s u r v e i l l a n c e crews were dispatched to survey 
s t r e e t c o n d i t i o n s and r e p o r t areas needing cleanup. 
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5:00 A.M. Cleanup assignments were d i v i d e d between Highways and 
S a n i t a r y Engineering. P o l i c e i n d i c a t e d work could s t a r t 
i n most areas by 8 A.M. 

7:00 A.M. B u i l d i n g I n s p e c t i o n from L&I s t a r t e d checking f i r e 
damaged b u i l d i n g s and i n d i c a t i n g those needing immediate de
m o l i t i o n work. 

8:00 A.M. S t r e e t and sidewalk cleanup s t a r t e d with t o t a l of 270 men, 
80 t r u c k s , 7 sweepers, 7 f l u s h e r s and 5 f r o n t l o a d e r s . 
T h i s work continued through the day. By 4 P.M., a l l 
s t r e e t s were c l e a r except upper 14th S t . and upper 7th S t . 
where f i r e f i g h t i n g and P o l i c e a c t i o n prevented cleanup. 

10:30 A.M. Upon request from L&I, Highways arranged to t r a n s p o r t 2 
dozers for a commercial wrecking company i n order to s t a r t 
demolition of dangerous f i r e damaged b u i l d i n g s . 

11:00 A.M. Upon request of Deputy C h i e f C o v e l l of MPD, Highways s e t 
up t r a f f i c counting s t a t i o n s a t 5 major entrances to the 
D i s t r i c t . Hourly t r a f f i c r e p o r t s were furnis h e d MPD 
u n t i l 7 P.M. 

11:00 A.M. Water s e r v i c e crews were a c t i v e a l l day c u t t i n g o f f dam
aged water l i n e s i n f i r e damaged b u i l d i n g s . Mr. Jackson 
coordinated w i t h the Corps of Engineers to i n s u r e no 
water shortage developed. Water usage was above normal 
due to f i r e f i g h t i n g use but no water supply problems 
developed. 

12:00 A.M. U t i l i t y crews from PEPCO and Washington Gas L i g h t Co. con
t i n u e to work i n f i r e damaged a r e a s . 

4:00 P.M. A f t e r coordinating w i t h WMATC and D.C. T r a n s i t , announce
ments on bus s e r v i c e were made through r a d i o and T.V. s t a 
t i o n s . S e r v i c e was c u r t a i l e d a t 5:30 P.M. and stopped a t 
7 P.M. 

4:00 P.M. Cleanup crews were sent home. 

SUNDAY 7 A p r i l 1968 

3:30 A.M. T r a f f i c s u r v e i l l a n c e crews made a s t r e e t survey to deter
mine areas needing cleanup. 
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7:00 A.M. Cleanup work s t a r t e d w i t h 310 men, 102 t r u c k s , 
7 f l u s h e r s , 8 sweepers and 11 f r o n t l o a d e r s . 

7:00 A.M. T r a f f i c counting was resumed a t 5 s t a t i o n s w i t h r e g u l a r 
r e p o r t s to MPD. 

7:00 A.M. L&I continued to i n s p e c t and i d e n t i f y l o c a t i o n s where 
f i r e damaged b u i l d i n g s r e q u i r e d demolition. 

12:00 A.M. T r a f f i c counting s t a t i o n s were expanded to 10 l o c a 
t i o n s . 

4:00 P.M. Bus s e r v i c e determinations were made and the nece s s a r y 
announcements made. 

4:30 P.M. Cleanup crews were sent home. A l l s t r e e t s were c l e a r 
but demolition work was continuing on 7th S t . 

5:00 P.M. A f t e r c o n s u l t i n g w i t h MPD, d e c i s i o n was made to open 
a l l s t r e e t s for morning r u s h hour except 7th S t . between 
New York and F l o r i d a Avenues where demolition of danger
ous b u i l d i n g s was under way. News media were n o t i f i e d . 





Schools 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
F r a n k l i n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 
T h i r t e e n t h and K S t r e e t s , N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20005 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS RELATING TO C I V I L DISORDER 

Thursday, A p r i l 4, 1968 

Learning of Dr. King's a s s a s s i n a t i o n communication with the D. C. 

Government was e s t a b l i s h e d immediately. 

At 1:30 a.m. ( F r i d a y ) , the Superintendent t a l k e d on the telephone with 

Mayor Washington and Mr. P a t r i c k Murphy, D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c S a f e t y. There 

was agreement th a t p u b l i c schools should be opened on F r i d a y . The Mayor 

agreed to telephone the Superintendent p r i o r to 6:00 a.m. i f circumstances 

should d i c t a t e c l o s i n g of schoo l s . 

F r i d a y , A p r i l 5, 1968 

The Superintendent's s t a f f met at 8:00 a.m. to formulate plans f o r the 

day. Communication was e s t a b l i s h e d with the Mayor's o f f i c e on a continuing 

b a s i s . 

The c e n t r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was i n continuous telephone communication with 

p r i n c i p a l s of secondary s c h o o l s . 

Two statements were prepared by the Superintendent and communicated to 

a l l p r i n c i p a l s v i a a telephone fan-out and d i s t r i b u t e d to news media: 

(1) T r i b u t e to Dr. Martin Luther King, J r . 

(2) School o p e r a t i o n a l plan f o r the day: 

- announcement i n each school of the t r a g i c death of Dr. King 

- appropriate assemblies or programs paying t r i b u t e to Dr. King 

were encouraged 
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- encouragement of students to adhere to Dr. King's philosophy 

of non-violence and to remain o f f the s t r e e t s during the 

afternoon and evening 

- a l l a f t e r - s c h o o l and evening a c t i v i t i e s were postponed 

- D. C. Teachers College c l o s e d at 11:00 a.m. 

(3) Mr. W i l l i a m H a l l of SNCC telephoned the Superintendent twice i n 

the morning and demanded that a l l schools be c l o s e d so that 

p u p i l s could attend memorial s e r v i c e s . He a l s o telephoned 

i n d i v i d u a l schools and Reverend Hewlett, President of the 

Board of Education. 

(4) The Superintendent met wi t h the Pr e s i d e n t of the Washington 

Teachers Union who s a i d that s e v e r a l teachers requested that 

the schools be c l o s e d to permit teachers to attend memorial 

s e r v i c e s . T h i s represented the p o s i t i o n of the Union leader

s h i p . 

(5) P r e s i d e n t of the Board of Education c a l l e d a meeting of the 

Board at noon. 

- Board took a c t i o n to support the p o s i t i o n of the Superin

tendent i n keeping schools open but authorized the c l o s i n g 

of any schools at the d i s c r e t i o n of the Superintendent. 

- Schools to be c l o s e d on the day of the f u n e r a l . 

(6) S h o r t l y a f t e r 11:00 a.m. a request from the P o l i c e Department 

to not permit p u p i l s i n schools near 14th S t r e e t area to 

leave f o r lunch was made. (This was not p o s s i b l e . ) 
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(7) The tenseness i n the s e n i o r and j u n i o r high schools tended to 

i n c r e a s e . A d e c i s i o n was made to dismiss schools s t a r t i n g 

at 1:30 p.m. on a staggered b a s i s . 

(8) Deputy Superintendent Henley and A s s o c i a t e Superintendent Nickens 

v i s i t e d the Cardozo area schools i n the morning. 

(9) A s s i s t a n t Superintendent Rhodes met with student l e a d e r s of a l l 

s e n i o r high schools at Roosevelt High School. Student leaders 

returned to t h e i r schools to encourage memorial s e r v i c e s to 

be held, i f not done so alr e a d y , and make a s p e c i a l e f f o r t to 

e x p l a i n to students t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n the evening. 

(10) Innovative team i n the Model School D i v i s i o n was used to cover 

c l a s s e s where needed and v i s i t e d s c h o o l s . 

(11) A s s o c i a t e Superintendent Koontz and A s s i s t a n t Superintendent Rhodes 

were i n constant communication with the p r i n c i p a l s . 

(12) S e v e r a l months ago arrangements had been made with the Corps of 

Engineers to u t i l i z e school f a c i l i t i e s f o r m i l i t a r y troops. 

S e v e r a l weeks ago arrangements were made with the l o c a l P o l i c e 

Department to u t i l i z e f i v e high schools and to have i n s t a l l e d 

a telephone i n each f o r emergency purposes. S e v e r a l requests 

were made by the m i l i t a r y f o r use of schools, a l l of which 

were honored. 
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Over The Weekend - Saturday, A p r i l 6 and Sunday, A p r i l 7, 1968 

1. Continuous communication with Mayor's o f f i c e by telephone and 

i n person. 

2. Met a l l requests of m i l i t a r y f o r use of school f a c i l i t i e s . 

Monday, A p r i l 8 t 1968 

At the request of the m i l i t a r y , the i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r 

l i g h t s i n a l l school b u i l d i n g s remained on a i l ,ixr^liL. i'his 

w i l l continue during the emergency. Appropriate school personnel 

were present i n the b u i d l i n g s during the n i g h t . 

Tuesday, A p r i l 9, 1968 

Schools were c l o s e d i n memorary of Dr. King. 

Wednesday, A p r i l 10, 1968 

1. Announced to a l l schools and news media that evening schools 

would be c l o s e d the remainder of the week. The D. C. Teachers 

College Evening Program, the STAY Program a t Spingarn, the 

REACH Program, the Extended Day Program, and the TWILIGHT 

Program w i l l c l o s e one hour before the curfew when the time i s 

announced. 

2. Notice sent to a l l s c h o o l s to encourage open d i s c u s s i o n ol the 

Lucent events and to incorporate i n me curriculum at a l l l e v e l s 

information about Dr. Martin Luther King and the C i v i l Rights 

movement. 

3. Assigned r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of meeting c l o t h i n g , food, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

and other s o c i a l needs of p u p i l s to the School Urban S e r v i c e Corps, 

under the d i r e c t i o n of Mrs. Marguerite C. Seldon. 

4. Free Lunch w i l l be provided a l l needy youngsters. 
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General Comments 

1. A l l school personnel cooperated i n a magnificent f a s h i o n during 

the v a r i o u s c r i s e s . 

2. A s e r i o u s problem i n communication e x i s t e d and s t e p s should be 

taken immediately to c o r r e c t i t . The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was s e r i o u s l y 

hampered i n maintaining communication with the Mayor's O f f i c e , 

the s c h o o l s , the m i l i t a r y , and the parents because of the i n a b i l i t y 

to o b t a i n f r e e telephone l i n e s . I t i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l 

that the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s be given permission to have i n s t a l l e d 

i n t h e i r homes telephone l i n e s t h a t can be open a t a l l times. 

F u r t h e r , Closed C i r c u i t T e l e v i s i o n should be i n s t a l l e d i n a l l 

s c h o o l s so that i n time of c r i s e s , s chools may be contacted 

immediately. Closed C i r c u i t T e l e v i s i o n would a l s o have many 

edu c a t i o n a l b e n e f i t s that a r e l a c k i n g a t the present time. 

W i l l i a m R. Manning 
A p r i l 10, 1968 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
F r a n k l i n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 

Washington, D. C. 20005 

A p r i l 10, 1968 

N E W S R E L E A S E 

Evening Schools, i n c l u d i n g the Armstrong Adult 

Center, w i l l not be open the r e s t of the week. 

* * * * * * * * 

The D. C. Teachers C o l l e g e Evening Program, the 

STAY Program a t Spingarn, the REACH Program, the Extended 

Day Program and the TWILIGHT Program w i l l c l o s e one hour 

before the curfew when the time i s announced. 

Wi l l i a m R. Manning 
Superintendent of Schools 



Y o u t h P r o g r a m s 
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Memorandum m Go vernment of the District of Columbia 

Department, 
T O : Mayor Walter E . Washington Agency, Office: Executive Office 

FROM: James L . Jones, Director 
Youth Programs Unit 

Date: April 24, 1968 

SUBJECT: Seven-Day Easter Vacation Programs 

The c iv i l disturbances occurred between April 5 and April 10. 
Immediately following these disturbances (on April 11) Easter 
vacation began for the school children of the District of Columbia. 

In complying with your request, the Youth Programs Unit developed 
a recreational activity program that provided meaningful activities 
for all children and youth who were out of school for the Easter 
Holidays. This recreational program provided the children and 
youth of the District of Columbia the opportunity to participate in 
meaningful recreational activities as opposed to engaging in 
delinquent acts. 

Through the cooperative efforts of public and private agencies, the 
Youth Programs Unit was able to develop a 7-day program that 
provided activities for a great many of the children and youth during 
their vacation. Specific programs are outlined in the attached 
articles. 

It is conceivable that such a program acted as a deterrent factor 
in reducing further c ivi l disturbances on the part of youth in the 
District of Columbia. 

Attachments 



P u b l i c A f f a i r e O f f i c e , D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a G o v e r n m e n t • news release 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , R o o m 5 2 8 6 2 9 - 2 5 7 7 - 2 7 0 6 

F O R I M M E D I A T E R E L E A S E A p r i l 2 4 , 1968 

A n a l l - s t a r p a c k a g e of e n t e r t a i n e r s w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n a t r i b u t e 

to D r . M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g , S u n d a y a t the S y l v a n T h e a t r e on the g r o u n d s 

of the W a s h i n g t o n M o n u m e n t . 

P e a c e " . I t w i l l f e a t u r e p e r f o r m e r s i n the f i e l d s of j a z z , f o l k m u s i c , 

r o c k and r o l l and b l u e s and g o s p e l . 

T h e s h o w w a s a r r a n g e d by T o n y T a y l o r , a w e l l known W a s h i n g t o n 

j a z z f i g u r e . L o c a l 161 -710 of the m u s i c i a n s union i s c o o p e r a t i n g . 

I t ' s a r e a l o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the people and the e n t e r t a i n e r s to 

c o m e t o g e t h e r i n a t r i b u t e to the l a t e D r . K i n g , " T a y l o r s t a t e d . " A l l 

of the e n t e r t a i n e r s a r e donat ing t h e i r t i m e . S o m e c o u l d not m a k e i t 

and s e n t t h e i r r e g r e t s . F o r e x a m p l e , B i l l C o s b y w i r e d m e that he w i l l 

be doing the s a m e th ing i n D e t r o i t S u n d a y . " 

t i o n p r o g r a m a i m e d p r i m a r i l y a t y o u t h s . T h e m a y o r ' s new youth u n i t , 

headed by J a m e s J o n e s , d e s i g n e d the p r o g r a m s , w h i c h r a n g e d f r o m 

p i c n i c s and boat r i d e s to f r e e m o v i e s and a t e l e v i s i o n s h o w f e a t u r i n g 

J a m e s B r o w n , r h y t h m and b l u e s s i n g e r . 

T h e s h o w , f r o m 2 to 7 p . m • > i s t i t l e d " A n O f f e r i n g of L o v e and 

T h e s h o w i s p a r t of M a y o r W a l t e r E . W a s h i n g t o n ' s E a s t e r v a c a -



- 2 -

Among those scheduled to appear in the show are The Side

winders, the New Breed avant garde quartet, the Colemaneers 

gospel s ingers , Hines, Hines and Dad vaudeville act, and the New 

World Singers . 



P u b l i c A f f a i r s O f f i c e , D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a G o v e r n m e n t V news release 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , R o o m 5 2 8 6 2 9 - 2 5 7 7 - 2 7 0 6 

April 13, 1968 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Mayor Walter E . Washington today announced a special program 

of activities for District youngsters during the Easter vacation period 

ending April 22. 

James; Jones, director of the city's Youth Program Unit, developed 

the program with the cooperation of the City Council, Board of 

Education, Recreation Department, Commissioner's Youth Council and 

the Metropolitan Washington Board of Trade. 

Jones praised Board of Trade President William Calomiris for 

delivering about 60 per cent of the resources brought to the program 

from outside the government. Jones said City Council Chairman John 

Hechinger, Councilman Stanley Anderson and other Council members 

are also deeply involved in the program's planning. 

Activities include picnics, Potomac River cruises, dancing and 

hiking as well as free roller skating and at least one trip to a 

Senators' baseball game. 
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At the same time Mayor Washington said that the Department of 

Public Welfare has delivered a total of 8,019 tons of food—supplied 

by the Mayor's Emergency Food Committee—to distribution centers 

since the start of the disturbances. This i s enough for 1,637,750 

meals. 

The Department is stepping up its crisis assistance program for 

needy cit izens. This includes cash grants for the payment of rent, 

utilities and other necessities . The Department also has some funds 

available to help citizens purchase basic items of clothing and furniture 

in cases in which the Salvation Army's supply has been exhausted. 

In addition, the Department i s offering cash grants for the purchase 

of food stamps. 

To find the nearest assistance center, citizens may call 347-7757 

24 hours a day. 

Mayor Washington also said the District Government intends to move 

ahead quickly to rebuild the damaged sections of the city. He empha

sized that there wil l be full citizen participation in planning for the 

reconstruction, particularly by citizens directly affected by the disturb

ances . 

The Mayor already has met with representatives of insurance 

associations and independent insurance companies to urge them to 

settle claims as quickly as possible to help individuals and businesses 



- 3 -

recover their losses . 

Here is a list of the Easter vacation activities arranged so far: 

— Skating parties at the America on Wheels rink at 16th Street 

and Kalorama Road, N. W. , for a total of 1,000 youths Monday 

through Friday. Passes were donated by the rink. 

—Passes for 1,000 youths to Monday's 1:30 p.m. Washington 

Senator's Baseball Game with the Oakland Athletics at D . C . Stadium. 

—Live entertainment at two recreation centers each day from 

the D . C . Recreation Department's showmobile. 

—Free movies at 2 8 recreation centers and the D . C . Boy's 

Club every night starting at 7 o'clock, followed by dancing to 

live music. 

—Fashion shows sponsored by Woodward and Lothrop, 

McBride's, Lansburgh's on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday at 15 recreation centers. 

—Picnics for 1,000 youths who wil l be broken up into 7 groups 

at various picnic areas. The free food was arranged by Council 

Chairman John W. Hechinger. The D . C . Recreation Department is 

providing sports equipment. 

—A cruise down the Potomac River to Marshall Hall which 

wil l include live entertainment, dancing and free hot dogs and 

sodas. This is for 2 ,000 youths from 10:00 a .m. to 1:00 p . m . , 

Monday. 
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—Free rides on the Tidal Basin swan boats for 250 youngsters 

from 10:00 a .m. to noon Monday. 

— Hiking under supervision of Boy Scouts from various recreation 

centers throughout the city. 

Arrangements also are being made to give inner city children 

free airplane rides, for military bands to give concerts in public 

housing projects and for a large show to be given by professional 

entertainers. Details of these are to be announced later. 

Details of these are to be announced later. 

At 10:30 p.m. Monday, a special 2 1/2 hour television show 

taped in Boston wil l be shown on WTTG featuring James Brown, 

well-known entertainer. Mayor Washington and other city officials 

w i l l appear on the program. 

The Department of Sanitary Engineering wil l provide the Mayor's 

Youth Unit with a radio-eouipped vehicle in order that coordination 

and communications can be maintained. Mr. Elwood Jackson of 

the Department of Sanitary Engineering wil l coordinate this particular 

aspect of the program. 
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cos' Easter Vacation Is Set 
By RONALD SARRO 

Star Suit Writer 

An unprecedented Easter va
cation program fnr District 
youngsters has been launched by 
Mayor Walter E . Washington's 
youth programs unit. 

More than 250 volunteers at
tended a day-long District Build
ing meeting yesterday to organ
ize activities for the program. 
The wide-ranging activities were 
organized in two days in the 
wake of last week's rioting here. 

James Jones, director of the 
youth programs unit, organized 
the program without funds but! 
with the cooperation of District | 
agencies and private organiza-l 
tions, particularly the Metropoli-i 
tan Washington Board of Trade. 

The activities include roller 
skating parties, hikes, live enter
tainment, fashion shows, free 
movies, dancing, picnics, boat 
rides, band concerts, and a free 
trip to a Washington Senators, 
ball game tomorrow for some of 
the youths. For these special 
events, the recreation centers 
will choose specific youngsters 
tf - tend. 

program promises to keep: 
attwe thousands of District; 
youths who are out of school for 
Easter vacation until April 23. j 

Program Ordered Thursday 
Mayor Washington ordered the : 

crash program put together at 4; 
p.m. Thursday, and Jones and1 

his staff have been working ever; 
since to formulate it. 

William Calomiris, board of! 
trade president, was a key fig- i 
ure in the planning, arranging 
for free baseball tickets, boat 
rides, and food. 

Also active were D.C. Recrea
tion Director Joseph Cole, Coun
cilman Stanley Anderson, City 
Council Chairman John W. 
Hechinger, and Mrs. Diana Jo-
sephson, who is Jones' assistant 
in the youth unit. 

Jones urged interested persons 
to volunteer throughout the week 
to help in the programs, and 
said he would be willing to dis
cuss any new proposals for ac
tivities. He said he hope to 
bring a carnival into the city 
and perhaps let youth have a 
role in operating it 

The D.C. School Department is 
p r o v i d i n g personnel, record 
players, buses and drivers, mov
ie projectors, screens and opera
tors, and school auditoriums for 
some of the programs. The Rov
ing Leaders program, and Com
missioner's Youth Council also 
is taking an active part. 

The activities arranged so far 
are: 1 — 

R O L L E R SKATING 
Passes for 1,000 youngsters! 

and free use of skates are being 
provided by the American on 
Wheels Rink at 16th Street and I 
Kalorama Road NW, for use! 
from 2 to 5 p.m. and 7:30 to 11; 
p.m. tomorrow through Friday. | 
Youths will be selected at recre-i 
ation centers and transported to • 
and from the rink. 

B A S E B A L L GAME 
Free tickets for 1,000 young-; 

stcrs have been provided for to-1 
morrow's 1:30 p.m. Washington 
Senators baseball game at D. C. \ 
Stadium. The tickets were ac
quired by the* Board of Trade 
from the baseball club. Youths 
will be transported from recrea- j 
tion centers to and from the 
game. 

RECREATION CENTERS 
The D' C. Recreation Depart

ment's L'.2 playgrounds and rec-

reation centers will be open' 
throughout the vacation period.' 
The 104 centers with lights will 
remain open until 10 p.m. and, 
the others will close at dusk. 

Baseball, track and field, bas-! 
ketball, touch football, soccer,! 
tennis, softball, coed volleyball, | 
badminton, paddle tennis, horse
shoes, shuffleboard and other ( 

•facilities will be available. I n 
door activities including pool' 
shooting, table tennis, arts and! 
crafts, music and drama also! 
will be provided. 

HIKES 
The Boy Scouts of America 

plan to supervise hikes which 

will be initiated from a number 
of the recreation department 
centers. '•• 

SHOWMOBILE 
A variety of live entertain

ment and music for dancing will 
be provided by the Recreation 
Department's mobile stage. It 
will be located at the following 
recreation centers: 

Monday: Bancroft, at 13th and 
Newton Streets NW, 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., and Emory, Georgia Ave
nue and Madison Street NW', 5 to 
7 p.m. 

Tuesday: Potomac Gardens, 
13th and G Streets S E , 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. and Barry Farms, 1230 
Sumner Road SE, 5 to 7 p.m. 

Wednesday: Lamond, Kansas] 
Avenue and Tuckerman Street! 
N E , 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., and Park) 
View, Warder Street and Prince
ton Place NW, 5 to 7 p.m. 

Thursdav: Sherwood, 10th and! 
G Streets NE, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., ] 
and Spingarn, 26th Street and] 
Benning Road NE, 5 to 7 p.m. 

Friday: Kenilworth Courts, j 
45C0 Quarles St. NE, 1:30 to 3:30; 
p.m., and Watts Branch, 62nd: 
and Banks Streets NE, 5 to 7! 
p.m. 

Saturday: Woodland Terrace, 
,2310 Ainger Place S E , 1:30 to 
'3:30 p.m., and Valley Green, 
\ 1100 Valley Ave. NE, 5 to 7 p.m. 
I Monday, April 21; Capper, 5th 
] and K Streets SW, 1:30 to 3:30 
; p.m. and Greenleaf, 2nd and N 
Streets SW, 5 to 7 p.m. 

FASHION SHOWS 
Fashion Etiquette for the 

Young, for teen-age girls, will be 
presented in cooperation with 

(three District d e p a r t m e n t 
| stores. The schedule is as fol-
j lows: 

Tuesday, Woodward and Loth-
1 rop will give shows at Francis 
Recreation Center, 24th and N 
Streets NW, at 2 p.m.; Banneker 
Recreation Center, Georgia Ave
nue and Euclid Street NW, 4 
p.m., and Rabaut School, North 

See RECREATION, Page D-5 
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D.C.-44 
May 1967 

Memorandum • Government of the District of Columbia 

Department, L i c e n s e s & I n s p e c t i o n s 
TO: Mr. Thomas W. F l e t c h e r Agency. Office: D i r e c t o r 

Deputy Mayor 

FROM: J U l i a n R . Dugas Date: A p r i l 9, 1968 

SUBJECT: Damage E v a l u a t i o n and Work Done by the Department of 
L i c e n s e s and I n s p e c t i o n s p r e c i p i t a t e d by the C i v i l 
D i s o r d e r s i n the D i s t r i c t . 

T h i s o f f i c e began a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the c leanup 
of the c i t y a t 6:00 A.M. Saturday , A p r i l 6 . I ordered a team 
of i n s p e c t o r s to make an immediate survey of damage to h a r d e s t 
h i t a r e a s . I t was decided t h a t c e r t a i n s t r u c t u r e s , as a r e s u l t 
of the f i r e s , r e p r e s e n t a d i s t i n c t t h r e a t to p u b l i c l i f e and 
p r o p e r t y . By v i r t u e of the a u t h o r i t y g i v e n the Department i n 
A r t i c l e 13, S e c t i o n 3-176, Paragraph ( b ) , "Emergency Measures" 
the i n s p e c t o r s engaged l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r s to commence t a k i n g 
down the a f f e c t e d s t r u c t u r e s . As a r e s u l t of these emergency 
measures, which began A p r i l 6 and ended a t 4 P .M. on A p r i l 8, 
the f o l l o w i n g r e s o u r c e s were expended i n an attempt to provide 
p r o t e c t i o n and r e l a t i v e s a f e t y f o r people i n the a r e a s . P l e a s e 
be a d v i s e d t h a t only those b u i l d i n g s t h a t presented imminent 
danger were demolished. There are o t h e r s which remain s t a n d i n g 
t h a t should be des t royed i n the v e r y near f u t u r e . 

B u i l d i n g s 

There were approximately 120 b u i l d i n g s e i t h e r p a r t i a l l y 
or t o t a l l y taken down. Most of the s t r u c t u r e s had commercial 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s on the ground f l o o r and i t i s es t imated t h a t 
not more than 80 i n h a b i t e d apartment u n i t s above, were i n v o l v e d . 

Resources 

1 . I n s p e c t i o n D i v i s i o n 

The D i v i s i o n i n s p e c t o r s provided a t o t a l of 470 man-hours 
to s u r v e y i n g unsafe b u i l d i n g s and s u p e r v i s i n g d e m o l i t i o n teams. 
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2 . C o n t r a c t o r s 

The c o n t r a c t o r s u t i l i z e d v a r i o u s types of heavy equipment 
r e q u i r e d f o r d e m o l i t i o n , i n c l u d i n g motorized c r a n e s , f r o n t 
end l o a d e r s , dump and f u e l t r u c k s and v a r i o u s personnel and 
support equipment. I t i s es t imated t h a t the c o s t to the 
Department f o r t h i s work w i l l be i n the neighborhood of 
$15,000 to $20,000. Department employees are e n t i t l e d to o v e r 
time pay of approximately $3 ,300 . 

I t i s f e l t t h a t a much c l o s e r look w i l l have to be made 
of the a f f e c t e d a r e a s , i n the v e r y near f u t u r e , and t h i s 
Department i s ready to work w i t h other i n t e r e s t e d agencies and 
departments i n the t o t a l r e j u v i n a t i o n of these a r e a s . 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 
D E P A R T M E N T O F L I C E N S E S A N ' : I N S P E C T I O N S 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 0 0 4 \ 

A D D R E S S R t P L Y T O : 

2 E P T O P L I C E N S E S A N D I N S P E C T I O N S 
O F F I C E O F T H t v D I R E C T O R 

A p r i l 9, 1968 

L i b e r t y Wrecking & B u i l d i n g M a t e r i a l C o . 
2402 Duke S t r e e t 
A l e x a n d r i a , V i r g i n i a 

Dear Mr. G r e e n : 

The purpose of t h i s l e t t e r i s to conf i rm the v e r b a l i n 
s t r u c t i o n s to you from the Department of L i c e n s e s & I n s p e c t i o n s 
on A p r i l 6, 1968, to b r i n g the below l i s t e d men and p i e c e s of 
equipment i n t o the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and to p l a c e them a t 
the d i s p o s a l of t h i s o f f i c e , to be moved where d i r e c t e d by t h i s 
o f f i c e , i n order to demolish remaining p o r t i o n s of b u i l d i n g s 
damaged so as to be dangerous and unsafe to the p u b l i c . The 
equipment, men, m a t e r i a l s , e t c . r e f e r r e d to above are l i s t e d 
below. 

1 Moto Crane , 50 ton 
1 Bucyrus E r i e Crane , 50 ton 
1 " " " 30 ton 
1 P & H Crane , 30 ton 
2 977 H Loaders 
2 977 K Loaders 
3 P i c k up T r u c k s , 3/4 ton 
1 Tandem Dump Truck 
1 6 Wheel Dump Truck 
2 F u e l T r u c k s 
1 F350 Dump Truck 

9 d r i v e r s 
4 loader operators 
4 crane opera tors 
4 o i l e r s 
1 r i g g e r 

8 s u p e r v i s o r s 
20 l a b o r e r s 
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T h i s a c t i o n i s taken under a u t h o r i t y of the Act of March 
1 , 1899, 30 S t a t . 923, and i s quoted i n p e r t i n e n t p a r t as 
f o l l o w s : 

" P r o v i d e d , however, That i n a case where the p u b l i c s a f e t y 
r e q u i r e s immediate a c t i o n the Commissioner may e n t e r upon 
the p r e m i s e s , w i t h such workmen and a s s i s t a n t s as may be 
n e c e s s a r y , and cause the s a i d unsafe s t r u c t u r e or e x c a v a 
t i o n to be shored up, taken down, or o therwise secured 
w i t h o u t d e l a y . " 

The equipment, together w i t h a s s o c i a t e d men, m a t e r i a l s , 
and t o o l s w i l l be r e l e a s e d to you upon completion of the 
r a z i n g of imminently dangerous and unsafe s t r u c t u r e s , upon the 
d i r e c t i o n of the D. C . employee s u p e r v i s i n g the work i n each 
a r e a i n v o l v e d . You are r e q u e s t e d , upon completion of the work 
t o submit to t h i s o f f i c e , an accounting i n d e t a i l , of the 
expenses i n v o l v e d i n the o p e r a t i o n , so t h a t payment can be 
a r r a n g e d . 

Very t r u l y y o u r s , 

. c . . . : / 

JULIAN R. DUGAS 
D i r e c t o r 
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W A S H I N G T O N 1 , D . C 

O F T H E D I R E C T O R 

A p r i l 16, 1968 

Memorandum to: Mr. Thomas W. F l e t c h e r 
Deputy Mayor 

Subject: C o r r e c t i o n s ' P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Disturbance 
Commencing A p r i l 4, 1968 

During the disturbances which began i n the c i t y on 
A p r i l 4, 1968, t h i s Department had two d i s t i n c t r o l e s : 
(1) To maintain, as ne a r l y as p o s s i b l e , normal operations 
of our prisons during a time when p r i s o n e r s were concerned 
and emotional about events i n the c i t y ; and (2) to provide 
a l l p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e to other law enforcement agencies 
i n t h e i r city-wide r i o t operations; such as: 

a) Detention f a c i l i t i e s and s e c u r i t y coverage for 
a r r e s t e d persons; 

b) Supplemental t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s for the 
Metropolitan P o l i c e , the U. S. Marshal, and the 
Courts, i n c l u d i n g busses, vans, and d r i v e r s ; 

c) Transportation of detained persons between the 
D. C. J a i l and the former Workhouse; 

d) Pr e c i n c t - t y p e processing f a c i l i t i e s f or the P o l i c e 

e) Food and coffee s e r v i c e s for P o l i c e personnel 
operating i n the area of the J a i l and the Women's 
Detention Center; and 



f ) A l l support s e r v i c e s to the F e d e r a l Bureau of 
Prisons i n t h e i r operation of the former Workhouse. 

S i g n i f i c a n t Items 

I n reviewing the Department's a c t i v i t i e s , i t seems to 
us that c e r t a i n events are worthy of s p e c i a l mention and 
co n s i d e r a t i o n . They are as follows: 

1. The build-up of tension among our p r i s o n e r s , espe
c i a l l y a t the P e n i t e n t i a r y and the C o r r e c t i o n a l Complex, c u l 
minating i n d i s o r d e r s and arson, n e c e s s i t a t i n g the d i v e r s i o n 
of considerable numbers of our employees. A s s i s t a n c e from 
the F e d e r a l Bureau of Prisons and the U. S. Army was a l s o 
neededo 

2. I n future planning, we see the need for more d e f i n i 
t i v e l i n e s of a u t h o r i t y and chains of command between the 
s e v e r a l agencies involvedo For inst a n c e , considerable red 
tape was involved i n our obtaining m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e . We 
were r e f e r r e d back and fo r t h between the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the Mayor's O f f i c e , the U. S. Department of J u s t i c e , and the 
Army„ We experienced s i m i l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s i n arranging for 
the D 0 Co Health Department to vacate the Workhouse f a c i l i t i e s . 

3o At no time during the s e v e r a l days of d i s o r d e r s were 
our f a c i l i t i e s for detention overtaxed. We did not r e c e i v e 
our f i r s t commitments from these d i s o r d e r s u n t i l approximately 
twenty-eight hours a f t e r the onset of disturbances on Thursday 
evening„ There was another period of approximately twelve 
hours on Saturday, A p r i l 6th, when we r e c e i v e d no commitments 
from the co u r t s , a t a time when we were advised that there 
were large numbers of a r r e s t e e s i n p r e c i n c t s and i n the court 
c e l l b l o c k s . 

4. P e r t i n e n t S t a t i s t i c s 

J a i l Deten. C t r . Wkhs. Tot a l 
Number Confined 441 508 1,640 2,589 

Types of V i o l a t i o n s : 
Curfew 7 398 1,586 1,991 
Burg., A s s l t . , e t c . 434 110 54 598 



On the s e v e r a l attached pages i s a log of our 
a c t i v i t i e s „ —--^ 

KennetrVL. Hardy 
DirectorX 



DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, D. C. 

LOG OF ACTIVITIES 

Tuesday, A p r i l 2, 1968 

1430 - Meeting a t U. S. Department of J u s t i c e with a l l 
concerned agencies to develop plans for expected 
A p r i l l 22nd Poor Peoples March. 

Wednesday, A p r i l 3, 1968 

1000 - Meeting of a l l top Department of Cor r e c t i o n s 
o f f i c i a l s to develop plans for A p r i l 22nd. 

Thursday, A p r i l 4, 1968 

A l l Day - Planning continuously. D r a f t completed by 1600 
hours. 

2030 - N o t i f i e d by D. C. O f f i c e of C i v i l Defense of 
Dr 0 King's death. 

F r i d a y , A p r i l 5, 1968 

0100 - Report of noise and unrest i n c e l l blocks a t 
P e n i t e n t i a r y . 

0330 - F i e l d Command Post a c t i v a t e d a t Lorton Reservation. 

0440 - S t a f f conference with C i v i l Defense s t a f f - b r i e f i n g . 

0500 - I n - c i t y Command Post e s t a b l i s h e d i n D i r e c t o r ' s O f f i c e , 

0550 - F i v e male C o r r e c t i o n a l O f f i c e r s assigned for s e c u r i t y 
a t Women's Detention Center. 

0600 - E x t r a manpower assigned to a l l male i n s t i t u t i o n s i n 
view of inmate u n r e s t . 
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0845 - Advised to put a l l f l a g s a t half-mast. 

0857 - Advised by C i v i l Defense that P o l i c e expect major 
disturbances i n c i t y . 

1000 - Deputy D i r e c t o r r e c a l l e d from leave i n North 
C a r o l i n a . A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r for Community 
S e r v i c e s r e c a l l e d from New York C i t y . 

1030 - Parole O f f i c e r s sent i n t o r i o t a reas. 

1130 - Planning meeting with F e d e r a l Bureau of Prisons 
to a c t i v a t e Workhouse. 

1233 - C i v i l Defense rep o r t s considerable l o o t i n g and 
arson i n c i t y . 

1305 - C i v i l Defense r e p o r t s that P o l i c e are asking for 
National Guard. 

1400 - Health Department n o t i f i e d to evacuate Workhouse. 

1420 - Two busses sent to P o l i c e . 

1500 - Deputy D i r e c t o r reports to Command Post. 

1525 - E x t r a bedding to Women's Detention Center. 

1525 - Information that businesses are c l o s i n g and people 
advised to go home. 

1530 - Planned t r a n s f e r of a l c o h o l i c s from Workhouse. 

1545 - Two more busses and three vans to P o l i c e . 

1600 - Began hourly s i t u a t i o n r e p o r t s to Mayor's O f f i c e . 

1655 - C i v i l Defense advises three companies of troops 
are entering c i t y . 

1750 - Food provided to C i v i l Defense s t a f f . 

1900 - Two more busses to P o l i c e . 

1900 - A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r for Community S e r v i c e s a r r i v e s 
a t Command Post from New York C i t y . 
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A l l Day - Continuous coordination with Department of J u s t i c e , 
Courts, P o l i c e , and Health Department. 

Saturday, A p r i l 6, 1968 

0120 - Advised courts are i n continuous s e s s i o n . 

0130 - F i r s t a r r e s t e e s r e c e i v e d a t Women's Detention 
Center. 

0230 - F i r s t a r r e s t e e s (52) r e c e i v e d a t J a i l . 

0400 - F i f t y a d d i t i o n a l mattresses to Women's Detention. 

0515 - Twenty-four more a r r e s t e e s to J a i l . 

0603 - Troops a r r i v e a t Workhouse. 

0635 - Female employees transported to the Women's 
Detention Center. 

0810 - Planning for removal of Work Release from J a i l . 

1010 - E x t r a f i r e e x t i n g u i s h e r s to J a i l . Pick-up of 
ex t r a milk from Alexandria. 

1140 - Armed p a t r o l of r e s e r v a t i o n area commenced. 

1300 - Workhouse a c t i v a t e d by Fed e r a l Bureau of P r i s o n s . 

1337 - E x t r a telephones ordered i n s t a l l e d a t Workhouse. 

1345 - L o c a l F i r e Departments put on a l e r t . 

1430 - Disturbance by ten p r i s o n e r s a t P e n i t e n t i a r y -
Fed e r a l Bureau of Prisons provides a s s i s t a n c e . 

1457 - Mr. Hardy repo r t s s i t u a t i o n under c o n t r o l a t 
P e n i t e n t i a r y . 

1545 - Work Release moved to Complex. 

1800 - F i r s t a r r e s t e e s r e c e i v e d a t Workhouse. 

2000 - Work Release ordered suspended for tomorrow. 
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2030 - Tran s f e r of a r r e s t e e s from J a i l to Workhouse. 

2300 - D i r e c t o r meets with Mayor. 

2350 - Some p r i s o n e r s a t Complex refused to r e t u r n to 
t h e i r beds for count - they complied a f t e r e x t r a 
manpower was sent to dormitories. 

Sunday, A p r i l 7, 1968 

0120 - Attempted s u i c i d e by long-term P e n i t e n t i a r y 
p r i s o n e r - h o s p i t a l i z e d under s p e c i a l guard 
at Complex. 

0155 - One thousand e x t r a mattresses to Workhouse. 

0205 - Transport female employees from Women's Detention. 

0245 - Releasees from Workhouse transported to c i t y . 

0255 - A d d i t i o n a l troops to Workhouse. 

0300 - Prisoner workers to Workhouse to handle mattresses 
and s u p p l i e s . 

0700 - E x t r a food supplies to Workhouse. 

1355 - Releasees transported from Workhouse to c i t y . 

1400 - Attempted s u i c i d e a t Women's Detention Center -
t r a n s f e r r e d to S t . E l i z a b e t h s . 

1430 - Releasees from Workhouse to c i t y . 

1530 - Releasees from Workhouse to J a i l . 

1608 - Advised to expect 400 curfew v i o l a t o r s . 

1630 - Releasees from Workhouse to J a i l . 

1715 - Began v e r i f i c a t i o n of employers who want Work 
Releasees tomorrow. 

1945 - J u v e n i l e erroneously sent to Workhouse. - returned 
to court. 
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2005 - Releasees from Workhouse to c i t y . 

2100 - Transport of r e l e a s e e s from Workhouse put on an 
hourly schedule. 

Monday, A p r i l 8, 1968 

0130 - Mr 0 Hardy leaves r e s e r v a t i o n . 

0200 - Mr. Hardy c a l l e d - advises to keep armed perimeter 
p a t r o l s . 

0930 - Reports from prisoner sources that Complex p r i s o n e r s 
are planning a r i o t during or j u s t a f t e r Reverend 
King's f u n e r a l tomorrow. E x t r a manpower scheduled 
for meal times and other times of inmate movements. 

1045 - F i r e i n F u r n i t u r e Repair Shop at Complex. 

1102 - F i r e i n F u r n i t u r e Shop under c o n t r o l . 

1130 - Orders i s s u e d g i v i n g p r i s o n e r s a "Holiday" tomorrow 
because of Reverend King's f u n e r a l . Also, half-day 
holiday for Wednesday's opening b a l l game announced. 

1355 - Days o f f for a l l O f f i c e r s c a n c e l l e d for Tuesday. 

1545 - Arrangements for m i l i t a r y to provide s e c u r i t y for 
e l e c t r i c a l s u b - s t a t i o n . 

1830 - Prisoner workers provided to handle supplies at 
Junior V i l l a g e . 

1845 - F i r e i n Dormitory #10 at Complex. 

1900 - F i r e i n Administration B u i l d i n g , Complex. 

1915 - F i r e i n Clothing I s s u e B u i l d i n g , Complex - outside 
F i r e Departments responded. 

2000 - F e d e r a l Bureau of Prisons sends manpower a s s i s t a n c e 
to Complexo 

2015 - M i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e requested from F o r t B e l v o i r . 
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2205 - F i r e s under c o n t r o l . 

2215 - D e c i s i o n to hold evening s h i f t of o f f i c e r s on 
duty through night. 

2333 - Priso n e r enroute from c i t y to Workhouse s u f f e r s 
e p i l e p t i c s e i z u r e . 

Tuesday, A p r i l 9, 1968 

0030 - Platoon a r r i v e s from F o r t B e l v o i r - marched 
through Complex and put on s t a t i o n . 

0030 - F a i r f a x County P o l i c e o f f e r a s s i s t a n c e . 

0035 - F e d e r a l Bureau of Prisons o f f i c e r s returned to 
Workhouse. 

0113 - Mr. Hardy leaves r e s e r v a t i o n . 

0621 - Army personnel re t u r n s to F o r t B e l v o i r . 

1000 - Advised to expect s e v e r a l thousand a r r e s t s -
e x t r a food supplies acquired. 

1045 - A l l personnel o f f duty placed on stand-by a l e r t . 

1100 - Small f i r e i n j a n i t o r c l o s e t a t Youth Center. More 
information of noon-time r i o t at Complex. D e c i s i o n 
made to feed p r i s o n e r s one dormitory a t a time. 

1140 - Twenty-five Parole O f f i c e r s on stand-by a t r e s e r v a 
t i o n . 

12 Noon - F o r t B e l v o i r o f f e r s m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e . 

1230 - 160 troops a r r i v e and bivouac i n T r a i n i n g Center 
area. 

1230 - 100 F e d e r a l Bureau of Prisons o f f i c e s on stand-by 

1300 - Costs of f i r e s estimated at #33,500. 

1310 - O f f i c e r s ' days o f f c a n c e l l e d for tomorrow. 
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1420 - Advice from Deputy Mayor to t r y to c o n t r o l r i o t e r s 
or a r s o n i s t s with tear gas and f i n a l l y with shot 
guns with b i r d shot. 

1430 - 15 p r i s o n e r s i n P e n i t e n t i a r y r e f u s e to r e t u r n to 
c e l l s from r e c r e a t i o n yard. 

1445 - A d d i t i o n a l bus to P o l i c e . 

1500 - P e n i t e n t i a r y p r i s o n e r s r e t u r n to c e l l s a f t e r t a l k 
with D i r e c t o r . 

1935 - Emergency generators added i n the event of e l e c 
t r i c a l sabotage. 

2008 - Agreement with m i l i t a r y to leave troops u n t i l 
tomorrow morning. 

2040 - A.CcL.U. lawyers admitted to Women's Detention 
Center. 

2125 - Information from employee at F o r t B e l v o i r that 
Stokely Carmichael followers w i l l burn three 
business i n Lorton area because they did not 
c l o s e for King f u n e r a l - information passed on 
to State and County P o l i c e . E x t r a r e s e r v a t i o n 
p a t r o l s posted. 

2145 - Mr. Govoni, Department of J u s t i c e , c a l l e d -
b r i e f e d on con d i t i o n s . 

Wednesday, A p r i l 10, 1968 

0100 - I n - c i t y Command Post de a c t i v a t e d . 

0530 - Work Release Unit returned to J a i l , C e l l Block #4. 

0920 - M i l i t a r y returned to F o r t B e l v o i r . 

1200 - L a s t of demonstrators t r a n s f e r r e d from Workhouse 
to J a i l - F e d e r a l Bureau of Prisons c l o s e s opera
t i o n s - Workhouse placed i n emergency, stand-by 
s t a t u s u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . 
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1550 

1752 

1755 

2200 

P r i s o n e r s to Junior V i l l a g e to handle supplies, 

F i r e i n Dormitory #7, Complex. L i t t l e damage. 

Lorton Volunteer F i r e Department a l e r t e d . 

F i e l d Command Post c l o s e d f o r night operations 

0030 

0824 

1300 

Thursday, A p r i l 11, 1968 

110 Bureau of Pris o n s employees transported to 
Dulle s A i r p o r t . 

F o r t B e l v o i r advises that troops w i l l hold two-
hour a l e r t a t F o r t B e l v o i r . 

F i r e bomb found i n P r i n t Shop a t Complex. 

0900 

1000 

F r i d a y , A p r i l 12, 1968 

De-briefing by two s t a f f members of Brookings 
I n s t i t u t e . 

Agreement reached with m i l i t a r y to remain on 
two-hour a l e r t through weekend. 



Health 



D.C.-44 
May 1967 

Memorandum Government of the District of Columbia 

TO: T h o m a s W. F l e t c h e r 
D e p u t y M a y o r 

Department, 
Agency, Office: P u b l i c H e a l t h 

FROM: M u r r a y G r a n t , M . D . , D . P. 1 
D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c H e a l t h 

Date: A p r i l 9, L968 

SUBJECT: R e p o r t on E m e r g e n c y H e a l t h S e r v i c e 

A t t a c h e d h e r e w i t h i s a r e p o r t on the e m e r g e n c y h e a l t h s e r v i c e 
p r o g r a m e f f e c t e d d u r i n g the p e r i o d A p r i l 5 - 8, 1968. 1 b e l i e v e I 
c a n s u m m a r i z e t h i s s t a t e m e n t by i n d i c a t i n g that the p l a n n i n g that 
had a l r e a d y been ongoing i n r e l a t i o n to the p r e p a r a t i o n for the A p r i l 
C a m p - i n w a s v e r y u s e f u l i n s e t t i n g the s tage for the d e v e l o p m e n t 
of the p r o g r a m h e r e i n out l ined and i n i n s u r i n g that no i n s u r m o u n t a b l e 
p r o b l e m s w e r e e n c o u n t e r e d by the h e a l t h s e r v i c e a c t i v i t y d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d A p r i l 5 - 8 . Not o n l y w e r e the p r e p a r a t i o n s adequate , i n 
m y j u d g m e n t , f o r the c a r e of a l l of the e m e r g e n c y s i t u a t i o n w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d , t h e r e w e r e a m p l e r e s e r v e s a v a i l a b l e to t a k e c a r e of a n 
a d d i t i o n a l l o a d s h o u l d that h a v e p r o v e n n e c e s s a r y . 

A t t a c h m e n t 

M G x b 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U E L I C H E A L T H 
orFtcc VF T:.;: 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 0 1 oim-cTOW OF n<iti •-. l is . ' rn 

A p r i l 8, 1968 

E M E R G E N C Y H E A L T H S E R V I C E S 
C I V I L D I S T U R B A N C E , A P R I L 5 - 8, 1968 

P R E - P L A N N I N G 

I n a n t i c i p a t i o n f o r the A p r i l D e m o n s t r a t i o n , D . C . D e p a r t m e n t 
of P u b l i c H e a l t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had p r e - p l a n n i n g c o n f e r e n c e s 
w i t h the M e d i c a l C o m m i t t e e f o r H u m a n R i g h t s of the S o u t h e r n 
L e a d e r s h i p C o n f e r e n c e , the M e d i c a l S o c i e t y , v o l u n t a r y h o s p i t a l s , 
R e d C r o s s , F i r e D e p a r t m e n t E m e r g e n c y A m b u l a n c e S e r v i c e , 
t h e O f f i c e of C i v i l D e f e n s e , the U„ S 0 P u b l i c H e a l t h S e r v i c e , 
D . C N a t i o n a l G u a r d , t h e S u r g e o n of the M i l i t a r y D i s t r i c t of 
W a s h i n g t o n and the D„ C . P h a r m a c y A s s o c i a t i o n . 

T h e p r e - p l a n n i n g i n c l u d e d the p r o v i s i o n f o r p r o m p t a m b u l a n c e 
e v a c u a t i o n of c a s u a l t i e s to h o s p i t a l s , the o r d e r l y d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of c a s u a l t i e s to the d i f f e r e n t h o s p i t a l s , a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s 
of m e d i c a l and n u r s i n g p e r s o n n e l and e m e r g e n c y m e d i c a l 
s u p p l i e s to t h e h o s p i t a l s and m e d i c a l i n s t a l l a t i o n s , s u p p o r t 
f o r t h e P o l i c e D e p a r t m e n t b y m e d i c a l o f f i c e r s to e x a m i n e 
p r i s o n e r s i n the p o l i c e p r e c i n c t s t a t i o n s and o t h e r h o l d i n g 
s t a t i o n s , t h e s e t t i n g up of M o b i l e M e d i c a l A i d S t a t i o n s and 
e m e r g e n c y t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of p a t i e n t s and m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l . 

M E D I C A L & P U B L I C H E A L T H C O M M A N D P O S T 

T h i s w a s a c t i v a t e d i n the o f f i c e of the D e p u t y D i r e c t o r , 
F r i d a y m o r n i n g A p r i l 5 and h a s been m a i n t a i n e d i n R o o m 
4150 D i s t r i c t M u n i c i p a l C e n t e r c o n t i n u o u s l y . 

A l i a i s o n M e d i c a l O f f i c e r w a s s t a t i o n e d at L o r t o n C i v i l 
D e f e n s e H e a d q u a r t e r s , F r i d a y , A p r i l 5 at 9 :00 A M a n d 
n ight c o v e r a g e w a s s u p p l i e d by a n o n m e d i c a l o f f i c e r . 



F I F H D S T A T I O N S 

None w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d by the D e p a r t m e n t . The M e d i c a l C o m m i t t e e 
for H u m a n [ l i g h t s p r o v i d e d m e d i c a l s e r v i c e at the f o l l o w i n g l o c a 
t i o n s : C o u r t of G e n e r a l S e s s i o n s , LJ. S. D i s t r i c t C o u r t ; St. S tephens 
C h u r c h , 16th & Newton Sts . . N. W. ; and 1st, 9 th , 14th and 15th 
P r e c i n c t S ta t ion Mouses ; and at P r i d e , Inc . 

M e d i c a l e q u i p m e n t and s u p p l i e s w e r e p r o v i d e d by the D e p a r t m e n t 
f o r the C o m m i t t e e to D r . P l o t z on S a t u r d a y at 5 :00 P M , to r e p l a c e 
expended s u p p l i e s of t h e i r own and f o r f u t u r e use . S e v e r a l hund
red p e r s o n s w e r e t r e a t e d f o r m i n o r m e d i c a l and s u r g i c a l c o n d i 
t i o n s . No e x a c t count c o u l d be obta ined, but s e v e r e i n j u r i e s a r e 
a c c o u n t e d f o r in h o s p i t a l f i g u r e s . 

A r e q u e s t to open the Southwest H e a l t h C e n t e r w a s c o n s i d e r e d by 
us on Sunday a f t e r n o o n but a r r a n g e m e n t s w a s m a d e by D r . C . Booker , 
1250 - 4th St. S. W. to open h i s o f f i c e i n s t e a d . No c a s u a l t i e s w e r e 
s e e n t h e r e . 

A m b u l a n c e s e r v i c e w a s p r o v i d e d by F i r e D e p a r t m e n t a m b u l a n c e s , 
a i d e d by f o u r H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t a m b u l a n c e s on e m e r g e n c y s e r v i c e 
F r i d a y , S a t u r d a y and Sunday. S i x A r m y a m b u l a n c e s w e r e u s e d , 
s t a r t i n g 7:30 PM F r i d a y and o p e r a t e d u n t i l 7:00 A M e a c h night, 
to date . 

C o n t a c t w a s m a i n t a i n e d by the C o m m a n d Post w i t h F i r e D e p a r t m e n t 
D i s p a t c her . 

H O S P I T A L S 

C o n t a c t w a s m a i n t a i n e d w i t h a l l h o s p i t a l s by phone a t the C o m m a n d 
P S L C a s u a l t y r e p o r t s w e r e obta ined t w i c e a day , S a t u r d a y and 
Sunday. T h e l i s t i n g f o r e a c l i h o s p i t a l i s a t t a c h e d . T o t a l r e p o r t e d 
f o r d i s t u r b a n c e - r e l a t e d c a s u a l t i e s i s a s f o l l o w s : 

Seen in h o s p i t a l e m e r g e n c y f a c i l i t i e s 1056 

- - A d m i t t e d to h o s p i t a l 83 

Dead on a r r i v a l 7 
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A l l h o s p i t a l s r e p o r t e d no d i f f i c u l t y i n a t t e n d i n g to p a t i e n t s . T h e 
i n f l o w of c a s u a l t i e s w a s g r a d u a l , and the i n c r e a s e i n p a t i e n t s w a s 
c o u n t e r - b a l a n c e d by a d e c r e a s e i n s o m e i n s t a n c e s of n o n - e m e r g e n c y 
p a t i e n t s o r d i n a r i l y c o m i n g to the e m e r g e n c y r o o m s , and t h i s w a s 
g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d by the c u r f e w . 

M o s t p h y s i c i a n s w e r e a b l e to get to t h e i r h o s p i t a l d u t i e s , but s o m e 
w e r e u n a b l e to r e p o r t e a c h e v e n i n g b e c a u s e of l a c k of p u b l i c and 
p r i v a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

A t Do C . G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l , a d d i t i o n a l n u r s e s w e r e s u p p l i e d by 
B u r e a u of P u b l i c H e a l t h N u r s i n g - 20 e a c h d a y and night s h i f t , 
F r i d a y t h r o u g h Sunday ; a d d i t i o n a l v o l u n t e e r n u r s e s , M e d i c a l 
C o m m i t t e e f o r H u m a n R i g h t s ; and the 115th E v a c u a t i o n H o s p i t a l , 
D . Co N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 

N o r e q u e s t w a s obta ined f o r a d d i t i o n a l p h y s i c i a n s at D . C . G e n e r a l 
H o s p i t a l , but p h y s i c i a n s c o u l d h a v e been s e n t , i f n e c e s s a r y , f r o m 
the D e p a r t m e n t , the M e d i c a l S o c i e t y , and the M e d i c a l C o m m i t t e e 
f o r H u m a n R i g h t s . 

A t the Do Co G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l , f o u r s m a l l f i r e s w e r e s e t i n the 
C h i r d r e n s ' B u i l d i n g on S a t u r d a y f r o m a l m o s t 10:00 to 4 :00 P M . 
T h e s e w e r e a l l c o n t r o l l e d . T h e a r s o n i s t w a s not found and t h e r e 
w e r e no r e c u r r e n c e . A 2 4 - h o u r w a t c h w a s m a i n t a i n e d , s t a r t i n g 
4 :00 P M S a t u r d a y t h r o u g h Sunday. 

A l l but two g a t e s w e r e c l o s e d S a t u r d a y at 5 :00 P M , and m i l i t a r y 
p o l i c e g u a r d s w e r e s t a t i o n e d t h e r e a t n ight S a t u r d a y a n d Sunday, 
a n d w e r e obta ined t h r o u g h C a p t a i n H a l e y , 5th P r e c i n c t . 

115TH E V A C U A T I O N H O S P I T A L 

T h i s w a s on a s tandby b a s i s at the A r m o r y . M e d i c a l o f f i c e r s w e r e 
a v a i l a b l e to a s s i s t the h o s p i t a l s , but w e r e not needed. 

P H A R M A C I E S 

A l i s t i n g of e s t a b l i s h m e n t s that w e r e open w a s obta ined d a i l y f r o m 
Peoples and D r u g F a i r a n d w a s m a d e a v a i l a b l e to the I n f o r m a t i o n 
C e n t e r and t h r o u g h t h i s o f f i c e . 
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P R O B L E M S 

T h e r e h a v e been m a n y i n d i v i d u a l m e d i c a l h a r d s h i p p r o b l e m s w h i c h 
h a v e been a d e q u a t e l y handled on an i n d i v i d u a l b a s i s , s u c h a s p a t i e n t s 
n e e d i n g p r e s c r i p t i o n s f i l l e d , s i c k c h i l d r e n e t c . who c o u l d not get 
s e r v i c e due to c l o s e d d r u g s t o r e s and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m s 
r e s u l t i n g d u r i n g the c u r f e w h o u r s . 

T h e M e d i c a l C o m m a n d Post h a s been a b l e to t a k e c a r e of a l l p r o b l e m s 
of a m e d i c a l n a t u r e . 

T h e r e h a v e been p r o b l e m s of ge t t ing m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l to p o s t s of 
duty , and t h e s e c a s e s w e r e p r o v i d e d H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t t r a n s p o r t 
a t i o n . 

M E D I C A L R E S O U R C E S 

T h e r e s o u r c e s of m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l and m e d i c a l s u p p l i e s h a v e been 
m o r e than adequate . I n f a c t t h e r e i s a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s e r v e not c o m 
m i t t e d to the p r e s e n t t i m e . 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L H E A L T H A C T I V I T I E S 

T h e D . C . D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c H e a l t h h a s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to 
s u p e r v i s e w a t e r , food, m i l k and s e w a g e s a n i t a t i o n to p r o t e c t the 
h e a l t h of the p u b l i c . 

O n A p r i l 6, 1968, e m e r g e n c y f e e d i n g began i n a n u m b e r of l o c a t i o n s 
i n the D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a . A l i s t of t h e s e w a s obta ined on the 
e v e n i n g of A p r i l 6 th t h r o u g h the C o m m a n d C e n t e r and v i s i t s w e r e 
s c h e d u l e d f o r the m o r n i n g of A p r i l 7, 1968. T h e p r i n c i p a l p r o b l e m 
e n c o u n t e r e d s e e m e d to be a s h o r t a g e of r e f r i g e r a t i o n c a p a c i t y to 
m a i n t a i n m i l k a n d o t h e r p e r i s h a b l e s a t p r o p e r t e m p e r a t u r e s . F o r t 
u n a t e l y , the food d i d not r e m a i n at the d i s t r i b u t i o n c e n t e r s f o r long p e r i o d s 
of t i m e . S o m e c o n t r i b u t e d s a n d w i c h e s w e r e o b s e r v e d . T h e s e , i n 
g e n e r a l , w e r e peanut but ter a n d j e l l y o r s o m e o t h e r r e l a t i v e l y s a f e 
m a t e r i a l . I n one i n s t a n c e the s a n d w i c h e s w e r e l a b e l l e d a s to content , 
d a t e a n d t i m e of p r e p a r a t i o n , w h i c h a l s o w a s of a s s i s t a n c e i n d e t e r m i n i n g 
t h e i r s a f e t y . 

O n the a f t e r n o o n of A p r i l 7, 1968, two t e a m s of o b s e r v e r s , e a c h a c c 
o m p a n i e d by p o l i c e o f f i c e r s , a s s e s s e d the n a t u r e and ex tent of the 
p r o b l e m a h e a d . A l l of the a r e a s i n the D i s t r i c t w h i c h had s u f f e r e d 
f i r e bomb d a m a g e , b u r n i n g o r t e a r g a s w e r e v i s i t e d by a t l e a s t one 
of the t e a m s . A h i g h p e r c e n t a g e of l i q u o r s t o r e s i n a f f e c t e d a r e a s 
w e r e d a m a g e d and , i n m o s t c a s e s , looted. A n u m b e r of S a f e w a y 
g r o c e r y s t o r e s , P e o p l e s d r u g s t o r e s a n d h a r d w a r e s t o r e s w e r e a f f e c t e d . 



T h e N o r t h e r n M a r k e t at 7 th and O S t r e e t s , N o r t h w e s t and s o m e open 
a i r m a r k e t o p e r a t i o n s e l s e w h e r e had been s topped. T h e N o r t h e r n 
M a r k e t h a d been b u r n e d , and w a s f u l l of d e b r i s f r o m the f i r e and 
w a t e r w h i c h had been u s e d i n an a t t e m p t to c o n t r o l the b u r n i n g , and 
i f f u l l of t e a r g a s . A n y food s t i l l l e f t i n t h e s e b u i l d i n g s i s undoubtedly 
u n f i t f o r u s e and n e e d s to be c o n d e m n e d a n d d i s p o s e d of u n d e r the 
s u p e r v i s i o n by the B u r e a u . F o o d i n b u i l d i n g s w h i c h h a v e been c l o s e d 
m a y , o r m a y not, h a v e been d a m a g e d a n d n e e d s to be e x a m i n e d . 

F i f t e e n f i e l d p e r s o n n e l of the B u r e a u of F o o d and D r u g s , toge ther 
w i t h s i x S a n i t a r i a n T e c h n i c i a n s f r o m the B u r e a u of C o m m u n i t y H y g i e n e 
m a d e v i s i t s on A p r i l 8 th to o v e r 100 a f f e c t e d e s t a b l i s h m e n t s i n the 
D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a , w h i c h w i l l be c a t e g o r i z e d f o r a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n . 
S i x a d d i t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l of the B u r e a u h a v e been i n v o l v e d w i t h o t h e r 
a s p e c t s . T h e t h r e e F D A i n s p e c t o r s a s s i g n e d to W a s h i n g t o n by the 
F D A B a l t i m o r e D i s t r i c t o f f i c e h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s i n the 
o f f i c e s of the B u r e a u on o u r s u g g e s t i o n :o the D i s t r i c t i n s p e c t o r . 
C o n t a c t h a s been e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h the B a l t i m o r e D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r i n 
C h a r g e of M e a t I n s p e c t i o n of the U S D A a n d a r r a n g e m e n t s h a v e been 
m a d s f o r r e p o r t s to t h e B u r e a u of a n y m e a t be ing r e t u r n e d f r o m 
c h a i n s t o r e s to the w a r e h o u s e i n s t a l l a t i o n s w h e r e U S D A i n s p e c t o r s 
a r e on d u t y . T h e R e g i o n I I I o f f i c e of the PHS h a s been r e q u e s t e d by 
phone to a s s i s t u s by a s s i g n i n g p e r s o n n e l . 

T h e m a n a g e m e n t s of the m a j o r g r o c e r y s t o r e and d r u g s t o r e c h a i n s 
h a v e been contac ted by phone and i n s t r u c t e d to n o t i f y t h i s o f f i c e p r i o r 
to m a k i n g a n y a t t e m p t to m o v e food o r d r u g s f r o m a n y of the c l o s e d 
o r b u r n e d out b u i l d i n g s s o that w e m a y p r o v i d e t h e p e r s o n n e l needed 
to s u p e r v i s e the o p e r a t i o n and a s s u r e the p r o p e r d i s p o s a l of the 
m e r c h a n d i s e . I n two p l a c e s d e b r i s , i n c l u d i n g food, w a s be ing r e 
m o v e d by p r i v a t e c o n t r a c t o r s u n d e r s u p e r v i s i o n of the S a n i t a t i o n 
D i v i s i o n p e r s o n n e l and the p o l i c e , and be ing h a u l e d to the s a n i t a r y 
l a n d f i l l at K e n i l w o r t h . T h e B u r e a u of P u b l i c H e a l t h E n g i n e e r i n g h a s 
been r e q u e s t e d to a s s i s t i n c o n t r o l l i n g the d i s p o s a l of the d e b r i s c o n t a i n i n g 
food. 

A c t i o n c o n t e m p l a t e d i n c l u d e s : 

1. C o m p l e t e i n v e n t o r y of a l l b u i l d i n g s c o n t a i n i n g food o r 
d r u g o p e r a t i o n s w h i c h h a v e been i n t e r f e r e d w i t h , 
e i t h e r c l o s e d f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , d a m a g e d by bombs , 
b u r n e d o r c o n t a m i n a t e d w i t h t e a r g a s . 

2 . C a t e g o r i z a t i o n of the p r e m i s e s a s : 

a . s u i t a b l e f o r r e o p e n i n g a f t e r p r o p e r steps h a v e 
been t a k e n to d i s p o s e of d a m a g e d food, and 
r e p a i r s m a d e to equipment and t h e i n t e r i o r s of 
the p r e m i s e s . 
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b. p r e m i s e s w h i c h a r e u n s u i t a b l e f o r c o n t i n u i n g 
w i t h o u t m a j o r r e p a i r s . 

c. p r e m i s e s w h i c h a r e c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d o r 
p r a c t i c a l l y so . 

P r e m i s e s i n the c a t e g o r i e s 2c and 2b - R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w i l l be 
d r a f t e d f o r the r e v o c a t i o n of e x i s t i n g l i c e n s e s f o r t h e s e food o p e r 
a t i o n s . In the c a t e g o r y 2a - t h e r e w i l l be v i s i t s and s e r v i c e of s u i t a b l e 
n o t i c e s f o r c o r r e c t i o n s , s e g r e g a t i o n of the d a m a g e d food and d r u g s , 
a n d s u p e r v i s i o n p r o v i d e d f o r the d i s p o s a l of the c o n d e m n a b l e food 
and d r u g s . 

S U M M A R Y 

D u e to the o b e r v a n c e of a l l the o f f i c i a l a g e n c i e s , F e d e r a l and D i s t r i c t 
a n d the c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s f u l f i l l i n g t h e i r p r e 
p l a n n i n g c o m m i t m e n t s a n d the d e d i c a t e d m o t i v a t i o n of the p e r s o n n e l 
i n the p e r f o r m a n c e of t h e i r a s s i g n e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , no m a j o r p r o b 
l e m s h a v e been e n c o u n t e r e d . 

D u e to the e f f i c i e n t o p e r a t i o n of the O f f i c e of C i v i l D e f e n s e e x c e l l e n t 
e m e r g e n c y c o m m u n i c a t i o n s by the r a d i o n e t w o r k has been m a i n t a i n e d . 

T h e C i v i l D e f e n s e C o m m a n d Pos t has e x e r c i s e d e x c e l l e n t i n t e r - a g e n c y 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and c o o r d i n a t i o n . 

A T T A C H M E N T S : 
#1 
#2 



HOSPITALS Total Casualties Total Admissions Total Deaths 

CAFRITZ 16 2 0 

CASUALTY lull 16 0 
CHTLDRENS 86 5 0 
DC GENERAL 168 15 7 DOA 

DOCTORS 0 0 0 
FREEDMANS 320 n 0 
G. WASHINGTON 2U 6 0 
PROVIDENCE 3h 3 0 
VETERANS 3 1 0 
WALTER REED 9 2 0 
WASHINGTON HOSP. C 252 22 0 

TOTALS 1056 83 7 DOA 

The above l i s t ings cover the period up to and including act ivi t ies 
to 12:01 AM April 8,1968. 

Period covered. 
12:01 AM. thru 12:00 AM. 14/5/68. 

12:01 AM. thru 12:00 AM. I4/6/68. 
12:01 AM. thru 12:00 AM. V7/68. 

attachment # 1 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M E I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

O F F I C E OF T H E 
W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 0 0 1 D IRECTOR OF P U P ' - I C H E A L T H 

EMERGENCY HEALTH S E R V I C E S 
C I V I L DISTURBANCE 

ADDENDUM TO STATUS REPORT - RENDERED AS CF 1 2 : 0 1 AM, A P R I L 8, 1968 

T h i s addendum c o v e r s t h e a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h e p e r i o d f r o m 1 2 : 0 1 AM 
A p r i l 8 t o 1 2 : 0 1 AM, A p r i l 9, 1 9 6 8 . 

MEDICAL COMMAND POST 

T h e r e h a s b e e n no p r o b l e m s i n r e n d e r i n g prompt m e d i c a l c a r e . 
G e t t i n g n u r s i n g p e r s o n n e l t o h o s p i t a l s f o r t h e m i d n i g h t s h i f t 
c o n t i n u e s t o be a p r o b l e m due t o l i m i t a t i o n s o f t h e c u r f e w , 
h o w e v e r e m e r g e n c y t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s b e i n g p r o v i d e d b y t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l h o s p i t a l s . A d e q u a t e a c t i o n s w e r e t a k e n f o r a l l 
m e d i c a l r e q u e s t s r e f e r r e d t o t h e M e d i c a l Command P o s t . 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SANITATION 

We a r e c o n t i n u i n g t h e s u r v e y o f i n d i v i d u a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
w h e r e f o o d o r d r u g s o r b o t h w e r e s o l d i n o r d e r t o d e t e r 
m i ne t h e e x t e n t o f damage and t h e n e c e s s a r y a c t i o n t o be 
t a k e n . We a r e c o n t i n u i n g t h e s u r v e i l l a n c e o f t h e D e p o t s 
d i s t r i b u t i n g f o o d t o D i s a s t e r V i c t i m s . 

T h e r e h a s b e e n no c a u s e t o d a t e t o t a k e a n y p u n i t i v e a c t i o n 
i n o r d e r t o p r o t e c t t h e p u b l i c h e a l t h , a s a l l p e r s o n s c o n 
c e r n e d a r e c o o p e r a t i n g f u l l y w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t . 

We r e q u e s t e d r e s t o r a t i o n o f g u a r d s a t E m b a s s y D a i r y t o a l l a y 
f e a r on t h e p a r t o f t h e e m p l o y e e s a n d a s s u r e p r o t e c t i o n o f 
t h e m i l k s u p p l y . P r ompt a s c t i o n was r e c e i v e d . 

HOSPITALS 

C a s u a l t i e s r e p o r t e d b y h o s p i t a l s f o r t h e p e r i o d f r o m 1 2 : 0 1 AM 
A p r i l 8 t h t o 1 2 : 0 1 AM, A p r i l 9, 1 9 6 8 : 

TOTAL CASUALTIES ADMISSIONS DEATHS 

C A F R I T Z 0 0 0 
CASUALTY . 13 7 0 
CHILDRENS 14 0 0 



TOTAL CASUALTIES ADMISSIONS DEATHS 

DC GENERAL 21 1 0 
DQCTORS 0 0 0 
FREEDMENS 15 0 0 
G . WASHINGTON 0 0 0 
PROVIDENCE 6 0 0 
VETERANS 0 0 0 
WALTER REED 12 0 0 
WASHINGTON HOSP. CENTER 28 1 0 

TOTALS 109 9 0 



| p r \ \ G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

O F F I C E O F T H E 
W A S H I N G T O N . D. C . 2 0 0 0 , D , R E C T O R OF P U B L I C H E A L T H 

EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES April 10, 1968 
CIVIL DISTURBANCE, APRIL 10, 1968 

ADDENDUM TO STATUS REPORT - RENDERED AS OF 12:01 A.M.,APRTL 10,1968 

This addendum covers the ac t iv i t ies for the period from 12:01 A.M. 
April 9 to 12:01 A.M., April 10, 1968. 

MEDICAL COMMAND POST 

A l l requests were given prompt service. There were no problems with 
ambulance evacuations to hospitals; prompt treatment given by hospitals. 
There i s s t i l l the problem of furnishing transportation of nurses to 
hospitals for the midnight shift due to the influence of the curfew. 
Emergency transportation i s being handled by the individual hospitals. 

EMERGENCY CENTERS 

Medical supplies were sent the emergency centers as requested. Public 
Health nurses are maintaining contact with emergency centers and are 
rendering nursing assistance by informing persons of health resources 
available to them. Also, Public Health nurses are assisting patients 
by making arrangements for them to go to the applicable health resource 
f a c i l i t y . 

FOOD AND DRUG SANITATION 

On April 8 and 9, 1968, v i s i t s were made to 527 premises housing food 
and drug businesses. Of these, 129 are out of business because they 
are either burned out completely, are so badly damaged that they w i l l 
be out of business u n t i l completely renovated and re-equipped, or had 
gone out of business before the disturbance. Thirty-nine are closed 
and have moderate to extensive damage and, in most cases, must be 
cleared of tear gas, cleaned and cleared of debris and have equipment 
renovated or replaced; while 97 were closed and barricaded and could 
not be completely evaluated. Eighty-three were closed and appeared to 
be undamaged; another 179 were open and were either undamaged or had 
suffered only minor damage, which had been immediately repaired. 

Almost no work was i n progress on April 9 to remove and dispose of 
damaged food stocks from closed and burned out premises, although 
this had begun on April 7, 1968. 

Emergency food distribution f a c i l i t i e s , numbering 3U, were visi ted at 
least once on either April 7, 8, or 9} evaluated as to potential 
food protection problems and provided with advisory service. 

FORM 2 -D P H C REV. 10-34 
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FCX)D AND DRUG SANITATION (Concluded) 

.Twenty-nine persons participated in this ac t ivi ty on April 9, includ
ing twenty-one from the Bureau of Food and Drugs, four from other 
Bureaus and four from the Food and Drug Administration. 

MLLK SANITATION 

There were some interruptions in normal milk handling operations i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia, principally in the milk distribution procedures, 
during the disturbances commencing April ii, 1968. Now, the eight milk 
plants, which process approximately 225,000 gallons of milk for the 
Metropolitan area are returning to normal practices. 

Sealtest, Alexandria, Airley and Hadley operated almost normally on 
Tuesday, April 9. Sealtest packaged li,000 half gallons of milk for 
emergency supply purposes on Monday afternoon, April 8. Safeway, 
Thompson's, Embassy and High's did not receive or process milk on 
Tuesday. 

Approximately 70,000 gallons of D.C. approved milk was stored at 
Laurel , Maryland, under our supervision on Tuesday, Apri l 9, and i s 
being moved into normal processing channels today. 

O f f i c i a l s from each of the eight milk plants have reported today that 
normal processing and distribution procedures are being followed. 

A l l schools w i l l be closed for Easter holidays, beginning Friday, 
Apri l 12. Supermarkets w i l l be closed Monday, April 15 (normal Union 
holiday). 

We do not now anticipate any immediate problems with the normal receiv
ing, processing and distribution of milk i n the area. 

HOSPITAL CASUALTIES REPORT TOTAL CASUALTIES ADMISSIONS 

Cafritz Memorial 0 0 
Casualty 9 0 
Childrens 15 0 
D.C. General 6 0 
Doctors 0 0 
Freedraen' s 6 0 
George Washington 0 0 
Providence 5 0 
Veterans 0 0 
nalter Reed 2 1 
Washington Hospital Center 8 0 

TOTALS 51 1 
NO DEATHS. 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

W A S H I N G T O N . D. C 2 0 0 0 1 

O F F I C E O F T H E 

D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

April 11, 1968 

KMEAGENCY HEALTH SERVICES 
CIVIL DISTURBANCE, APRIL 11, 1968 

ADDENDUM TO STATUS REPORT - RENDERED AS OF 12;01 A.M. .APRIL 11,1968 

This addendum covers the ac t iv i t ies for the period from 12:01 A.M. 
April 10 to 12:01 A.M., April 11 , 1968. 

M 1 S D T C M . COMMAND P O S T 

The Medical Command Post continues to be manned on a "watch basis" 
with access to medical direction i f such should be needed. We have 
been informed by some of the hospitals that they are s t i l l treating 
casualties whicL are related to the c i v i l disturbances. Such casual
ties happened during the weekend; treatment i s being sought on a daily 
basis for minor cuts, in some cases, with resulting infection which 
require medical treatment. 

Evacuation by ambulance i s more than adequate so we have been able to 
release the six Army ambulances today. No requests for services have 
been received by the Command Post during the l a s t 2ii hours. 

EMERGENCY CENTERS VISITED APRIL 8, 1968 

Shaw Information Center - Public Health nurses visited this Center 
Wednesday, April 10, 1968. The Center has provided services for 
approximately 2,000 persons from the time of i t s opening on Friday, 
April 5, 1968. Services provided include food, assistance for 
social services, assistance for housing and limited health service. 
There are no provisions for lodging. There i s a physician on c a l l 
2h hours a day from the Medical Committee on Human Rights and there 
was a volunteer nurse assigned for the day of the v i s i t . A semin
arian from St. Joseph Seminary i s stationed at the Center on a 214-
hour a day basis throughout the night and he assesses any needs of 
persons requesting services; other volunteers leave at approximate
l y 5 p.m. There were no apparent unsanitary conditions. 

A Public Health nurse was assigned during the day hours to ass is t 
in assessing the health needs of persons coming to the center and 
also to assis t with referrals to a variety of community agencies. 
A l i s t of other Centers visi ted i s attached. 
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EMERGENCY CENTERS (concl'd) 

Sacred Heart Relief Center - 16th & Park Road, NW, Signs were posted 
to give direction to those entering, e .g . , "Child Care Center," "Cloth

ing," "Health Service," "Food Service," e tc . Many people within the 
community had volunteered for service, others have brought food and 
clothing and there seemed to be ample for a l l needing help. About 
500 people were served since the Center opened April 5. Sisters from 
this church or nearby churches registered persons and directed 
them to the areas of ohe Center that could f i l l their needs. 

Sleeping quarters for about 30 persons were set up i n an adjacent 
roomj about 20 people stayed Saturday night and 10 on Sunday night. 

Health serv i ces were provided by volunteer physicians and nurses 
in the community. Three doctors were on c a l l but had treated only 
11 patients for the following: 

abrasions - h; exposure - 6; epileptic seizure - 1 . 

Nursing sisters volunteered and were assigned around the clock. Sup
plies were either purchased by the church or some were received as 
contributions. Sanitary conditions were good. 

St.Stephens Relief Center - 16th & Newton Sts.,NW. There seemed to 
be many more volunteers than recipients of the services which i n 
cluded food, clothing, f i r s t aid and sleeping quarters. Sisters and 
Brothers from various parishes and people from other communities were 
ample i n number. Nurses from the Poor Peoples Campaign group of 
Montgomery County manned the f i r s t aid unit and a physician from 
this group was on c a l l . There have been very few people needing 
f i r s t a i d . 

The main need expressed by the volunteers was for more foodj how
ever, two large trucks drew up before the door before the Public 
Health nurses l e f t . 
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FOOD AND DRUG SANITATION 

Vis i ts were made on April 10, 1968 to 105 premises which had housed food 
and drug businesses affected by the disturbance. Of those involved, Ik 
were found out of business; an additional 3 were closed and had suffered 
some damage but were not out of business; 12 were closed and appeared to 
be undamaged; while another 1*3 ware open and were either undamaged or had 
suffered only minor damage which had been immediately repaired; and 13 
had broken windows and were open. Work i s i n progress to remove and dis
pose of damaged food stock from 9 closed and burned out premises. A l l 
personnel, 2k in a l l , of the Bureau of Food and Drugs are on duty and i n 
volved i n this act ivi ty . No assistance was received from the Bureau of 
Community Hygiene or the Food and Drug Administration. 

WATER SUPPLY SERVICES 

A block by block survey of the r iot areas was conducted by the Water 
Operations Division, Department of Sanitary Engineering, April 8, 1968. 
Wherever water was found running within a building, water was shut off, 
in these instances,and also in badly damaged and vandalized buildings 
where i t appeared there would be no occupancy for some time. Water 
meters outside damaged buildings we1^ removed; Sanitary Engineering per
sonnel did not go into dangerous buildings to remove meters. " C a l l - i n s " 
regarding running water are now being handled expeditiously by Sanitary 
Engineering. A l l f i re hydrants in the affected areas were checked for 
damage and proper operation. 

A survey of the water supply system, serving the r io t damaged areas,con
ducted April 10, 1968 by the Water Quality Control Division,disclosed 
"free" chlorine residuals ranging from 0.5 ppm to 1.0 ppm. A total of 
lil locations were checked for chlorine residual i n the affected areas and 
at 21 of these locations bacteriological samples were taken and submitted 
to the laboratory. Results of the bacteriological examinations on these 
samples w i l l not be available before April 12, 1968. 

HOSPITAL CASUALTIES REPORT TOTAL CASUALTIES ADMISSIONS 
Cafritz Memorial 1 0 
Casualty 9 1 
Childrens 6 0 
D.C.General 15 2 
Doctors 0 0 
Freedmen1s 11 0 
George Washington 0 0 
Providence 0 0 
Veterans 0 0 
Walter Reed 0 0 
Washington Hospital Center 0 0 

TOTALS w 3 
NO DEATHS 

1 Attachment - Listing 



EMEBBBNCY CENTERS 

A p r i l 11, 1968 

Attachment 1 

Ct: - r Centers V i s i t e d By P u b l i c ilea 1th Nurses From D i s t r i c t 6A 
Kursir.g O f f i c e . 

S t a f f nurses from D i s t r i c t 6A Nursing O f f i c e v i s i t e d the 
Centers l i s t e d be Low on 4/8/63 and o f f e r e d a s s i s t a n c e as necessary; 

1. Emergency S h e l t e r 
1115 - 8th S t . , N.W. 
Service Offered: No s e r v i c e s provided a t c e n t e r 

2. Immaculate Conception 
8th and N S t r e e t s , N. W. 
S e r v i c e s Offered: Made r e f e r r a l s to other agencies 

3. F i d e s Neighborhood House 
1554 - 8th S t . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Dispensed food a t s p e c i f i e d 

time only 

4. U. P. 0. Center #1 
1507 - 9th S t . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Dispensed food s t a p l e s 

5. Shaw Information Center 
913 P S t . , N.W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Dispensed food 

6. F e l l o w s h i p House 
945 L St., N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Hot meals only 

7. New B e t h e l B a p t i s t Church 
9th and S S t . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Dispensed food 

8. Vermont Avenue B a p t i s t Church 
12th S t . and Vermont Ave., N. ,W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: No s e r v i c e provided a t Center 

9. Metropolitan B a p t i s t Church 
12th and R S t r e e t s , N. W. •• 
S e r v i c e Offered: Food storage and c o l l e c t i o n c e n t e r 

10. L i n c o l n Temple 
11th and R S t r e e t s , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Food and c l o t h i n g t o p u b l i c 

11. John Wesley Methodist Church 
14th and Corcoran S t s . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: C o l l e c t i o n c e n t e r only 



EMERGENCY CENTERS (Concl'd) 

12. Lutheran Place--Lutheran Church 
12th S t . and Vermont Ave., N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: Food and Temporary housing to 

p u b l i c 

13. Northwest Settlement House 
469 Ridge S t . , N.i W. 
S e r v i c e s O f fered: Used c l o t h i n g only 

14. Urban League 
New J e r s e y Ave. & N S t s . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e O f fered: Closed 

15. T h i r d B a p t i s t Church 
5th and Q S t s . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e s Offered: Food, c l o t h i n g and 

. l i m i t e d bedding 

16. F i r s t R i s i n g Mt. Zion B a p t i s t Church 
6th and N S t r e e t s , N, W. 
S e r v i c e O f fered: Food and c l o t h i n g 

17. House of Prayer . 
6th & M S t s . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: No s e r v i c e s provided a t C e n t e r ' 

13. S t . Stephens B a p t i s t Church 
M S t . a t 6h S t . , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: No S e r v i c e s provided 

19. G a l b r a i t h P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
6th and L S t r e e t s , N. W. 
S e r v i c e Offered: No s e r v i c e provided a t Center 

On A p r i l 9, 1968, a i l of the above Centers except #3, #4, #5, #7 
and ifl6 were open and s e r v i n g the p u b l i c with same resources as before. 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 
O F F I C E O F T H E 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C . 2 0 0 0 1 D IRECTOR O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

April 12, 1968 
EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES 

CIVIL DISTURBANCE, APRIL 12, 1968 

ADDENDUM TO STATUS REPORT - RENDERED AS OF 12:01 A.M., APRIL 12, 1968 
This addendum covers the ac t ivi t ies for the period from 12:01 A.M. 
April 11 to 12:01 A.M., April 12, 1968. 

MEDICAL COMMAND POST 

The Medical Command Post continues to be manned on a"watch basis . " 
The "watch basis" w i l l be discontinued Friday, April 12, 1968. No 
requests have been received by the Command Post i n the l a s t 2h hours. 

FOOD, DRUG AND MILK SANITATION 

The Bureau of Food & Drugs continues with act ivi t ies related to the 
sanitation of food, drug and milk operations affected by the recent 
disturbances. Fifteen establishments were found damaged and barr i 
caded, requiring a high priority follow-up, and U8 establishments 
were found open and operating as usual. 

Work i s s t i l l i n progress to remove and dispose of damaged food 
stock from U2 closed and burned premises. To date, 7k0 food and drug 
operations have been surveyed, with 169 being closed and out of 
business. 

Normal receiving, processing and distribution of milk i n the area 
continues. 

HOSPITAL CASUALTIES REPORT TOTAL CASUALTIES ADMISSIONS 

Cafritz Memorial 0 0 
Casualty 2 1 
Childrens 2 0 
D.C. General 3 0 
Doctors 0 0 
Freedmen1s 7 0 
George Washington 0 0 
Providence 2 0 
Veterans 0 0 
Walter Reed 0 0 
Washington Hospital Center 0 0 

TOTALS 16 1 
NO DEATHS 
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EMERGENCY CENTERS 

No special events insofar as Public Health nursing i s concerned. 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 
O F F I C E O F T H t 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C 2 0 0 0 1 D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

April 15, 1968 
EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES 

CIVIL DISTURBANCE, APRIL 15, 1968 

ADDENDUM TO STATUS REPORT - RENDERED AS OF 12:01 A.M., APRIL 15, 1968 

This addendum covers the activities for the period from 12:01 A.M. April 
12 to 12:01 A.M., April 15, 1968. 

MEDICAL COMMAND POST 

The Medical Command Post was deactivated Friday, April 12, 1968. No re
quests nad been received by the Command Post in the 2U-hour period prior 
to discontinuance. Supplies and kits for emergency medical service have 
been returned to their storage areas. 

FOOD AND DRUGS 

On April 12 and 13, 1968, v i s i t s were made to 191 premises where food and 
drug businesses had been housed prior to the c i v i l disturbances. There 
were found 19 out of business; k which had suffered slight damage but which 
were open for business; 5U which f e l t they were ready for reopening and 
needed reinspection; 6 which were cleaning and/or repairing; 15 which were 
s t i l l barricaded and could not be evaluated; and 2 establishments which had 
suffered moderate to extensive damage and which require a high-priority 
follow-up. 

Three v i s i t s were for the purpose of monitoring the sanitary disposal of 
damaged food at the Kenilworth f i l l , and 1 for monitoring the transfer of 
liquor from a store to a warehouse preparatory to a salvage operation. 
Eighty-one food operations suffered no damage and were open as usual, while 
6 were closed although they suffered no damage. 

Twenty-six Bureau personnel were on duty on April 12, together with two 
persons from the Food and Drug Administration, five from the Bureau of 
Community Hygiene and four from the Bureau of Public Health Engineering. 

On Saturday, April 13, sixteen Bureau personnel were on duty and partici
pating in this activity -- II4 full-time. There was no activity on April 
1U, 1968. 

Many of the buildings that were damaged during theCivil Disturbances 
remain as piles of rubble on what i s now unimproved vacant land. I t i s 
my understanding that the Department of Licenses and Inspections i s super
vising the abatement of dangerous conditions which exist on some of these 

F O R M 2 -D P H C R E V . 10-54 
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FOOD AND DRUGS (CX)NCL'D.) 
properties and that the Department of Sanitary Engineering i s clearing 
public space. 

A number of the damaged buildings ware food establishments and, i n addition 
to the rubble, many of them contained quantities of food which, unless re
moved from the premises, w i l l decay and give rise to odors. This material 
w i l l also provide breeding places for numerous insects, particularly f l i e s , 
and w i l l provide food for rodents. 

Steps should be ini t ia ted i n the very near future for the removal of 
debris from a l l of the damaged building sites as well as those that were 
previously food establishments. I recognize the need to provide the 
owners of the businesses and of the real property time to assess their 
damages and discuss these matters with representatives of the involved 
insurance companies. How soon the Department of Public Health should 
move affirmatively by issuing orders on the responsible businesses for 
the abatement of nuisances i s a matter which must be decided by the Admin
istration of the Distr ic t of Columbia Government. Their early decision 
i s needed. 

Any assistance that you can give in obtaining instructions in these 
matters w i l l be appreciated. 



G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C H E A L T H & 

™ O F F I C E O F T H E 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 0 0 1 D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C H E A L T H 

April 18, 1968 
EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES 

CIVIL DISTURBANCE, APRIL 5" TO 12, 1968 

ADDENDUM TO STATUS REPORT 

HOSPITAL CASUALTIES REPORT 
Attached i s a l i s t i n g of casualties treated and released or admitted 
to area hospitals as a result of the c i v i l disturbance i n Washington, 
D . C , April 5 to 12, 1968. Tha totals are given by diagnostic break
down, reported to us by tho area hospitals. r> 

I t should be noted that the total casualty l i s t i n g for Freedmen's 
Hospital i s through Midnight April 7, 1968. The hospital could not 
release the figures for the total diagnostic breakdown, due to a dis
crepancy i n the number of patients seen i n their emergency room during 
the c i v i l disorder. The hospital w i l l contact us with the total 
number as soon as this error in patient count i s corrected. 

Seven persons ware received dead on ar r ival at D.C. General Hospital; 
one DOA was received at Casualty Hospital and, i n addition, one DOA 
was sent directly to the D.C. Morgue, according to information re
ceived from D.C. General Hospital. 

1 Attachment 



HOSPITAL T
ea

r 
G

as
se

d
 

G
un

 
S

h
ot

 
W

ou
nd

 £ 13 (B C •U 3 W 0 

F
ra

ct
u

re
 

H
em

ot
om

a,
 

C
on

tu
si

on
 

A
b

ra
si

o
n

 

C
on

cu
so

io
n

 

B
u

rn
s 

L
ac

er
at

io
n

 
H

an
d,

 a
rm

 

L
a

ce
ra

ti
o

n
 

Le
g 

L
ac

er
at

io
n

 
H

ea
d 

&
 

F
ac

e 

L
ac

er
at

io
n

 
O

th
er

 

S
p

ra
in

s 

O
th

er
 

Il
ln

e
ss

 

R
ef

u
se

d 
tr

e
a

t
m

en
t 

o
r 

n
o

 
tr

ea
tm

en
t 

in
d

ic
at

ed
 

DO
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CAFRITZ 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 0 0 

CASUALTY 5 4 2 3 2 2 4 1 57 11 26 45 0 3 11 1 

CHILDRENS 3 0 1 3 10 4 1 0 29 11 18 2 3 48 0 0 

D . C . GENERAL 5 10 7 12 27 0 1 3 30 17 52 2 4 16 j 2 0 - ' Plus 1 merges casa— 
not through r%g±s-rar 

DOCTORS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 G 0 Q 
° l ' i ° , ____ 

C-CRGE WASHINGTON 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 2 4 7 0 0 3 • 0 0 i 
PRCVIDENCI 2 3 1 0 0 0 2 3 0 33 0 5 2 0 

STCRANS 1 0 
i 

i | : . o 0 0 0 0 - 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

-SHINGTO" :3NTE? 10 10 | 13 ' 17 
i 

27 11 4 0 0 130 0 2 16 47 0 0 

WALTER REZD j 2 o j : ; o 0 1 0 1 1 1 7 0 0 12 0 0 

r~ ."REDMANS 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 252 0 0 0 0 

9 deaths 
C a s u a l t i e s 27 32 ! 29 37 67 18 10 5 121 178 111 336 23 15S 42 8 1202 casual! .as 

A d m i s s i o n s 2 20 17 20 0 0 4 1 5 8 15 1 3 11 o I 
1 — 107 admitted 

The above f i g u r e s c o v e r the p e r i o d from A p r i l 4 , 1968 midnight through A p r i l 12', 1968 m i d n i g h t . 
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Form PW-OD-507 

Memorandum D . C . D E P A R T M E N T OF PUBLIC W E L F A R E 

THE HONORABLE THOMAS W. FLETCHER T O Deputy Mayor f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
D A T E : A P R I L 9 J 1 9 6 8 

FROM WINIFRED G. THOMPSON 
Dir e c t o r 

S U B J E C T : ROLE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE DURING CIVIL DISTURBANCE 

During the summer of 1967, the Department of P u b l i c Welfare developed 
a Disorder Plan providing f o r mass feeding and housing of f a m i l i e s , 
or c h i l d r e n , who might be d i s l o c a t e d during a c i v i l disturbance. I t 
was impossible to put the Plan i n t o e f f e c t on F r i d a y , A p r i l 5, 1968", 
when the disturbance began i n Washington. Communications broke down 
so that contacting i n d i v i d u a l s to a c t i v a t e the Disorder Plan was 
impossible. 

The Department did take the following a c t i o n when i t became apparent 
the disorder was s e r i o u s : 

(1) Prepared f o r emergency s h e l t e r f o r a t o t a l of 150 
persons at the Family Emergency S h e l t e r , the Camille B. 
Hayes T r a i n i n g Center and the Municipal Lodging House. 

(2) A l e r t e d Department s t a f f i n key Department programs 
such as C r i s i s A s s i s t a n c e , Family Emergency S e r v i c e s , 
C h i l d Welfare S e r v i c e s , Food Stamp Program and 
regular P u b l i c Assistance to stand by so that these 
s e r v i c e s would be a v a i l a b l e when needed. O f f i c e s 
providing the above Welfare s e r v i c e s were to remain 
open during the e n t i r e emergency, in c l u d i n g evenings 
and weekends unless r e l i e v e d . 

(3) E s t a b l i s h e d a co n t r o l center f o r the e n t i r e Department 
of P u b l i c Welfare at Department Headquarters and manned 
the center around the clock. 

Providing food on a mass d i s t r i b u t i o n b a s i s became the major c o n t r i b u t i o n 
during the e a r l y days of the disorder. The Department drew from i t s 
food inventory i n the warehouses of D.C. V i l l a g e and Children's Center 
to provide necessary food s t u f f s u n t i l other resources could be tapped. 
The i n v e n t o r i e s i n these two l o c a t i o n s were adequate to feed approxi
mately 5,000 persons f o r a week. The inventory of the Department was 
supplemented through a generous supply of surplus food from the U.S. 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e and through g i f t s from i n t e r e s t e d i n d i v i d u a l s . 
The chain food s t o r e s , p r i n c i p a l l y Safeway and Gaint, donated thousands 
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of loaves of bread and one-half gallons of milk. Other business concerns 
such as the Crusty P i e Bakery a l s o made food s t u f f s a v a i l a b l e . The s t a f f 
and equipment of the Department was supplemented by volunteers and t r u c k s 
from many business organizations throughout the c i t y . 

The D i r e c t o r worked a c t i v e l y w i t h the Urban C o a l i t i o n Food Committee 
where the plan was developed to d i s t r i b u t e food to 35 d i s t r i b u t i o n points 
throughout the c i t y . I n order to provide the quantity of food needed i n 
these 35 l o c a t i o n s , i t was necessary f o r the Department to organize the 
warehouses at D.C. V i l l a g e and Children's Center on a 24-hour b a s i s to 
d i s t r i b u t e food. Arrangements were made with GSA (General S e r v i c e s 
Administration) to r e p l e n i s h the inventory during night hours i n order to 
have the reserve needed to f u r n i s h needed food to the d i s t r i b u t i o n centers 
during the daylight hours not covered by the curfew. 

S t a t i s t i c s on the quantity of food d e l i v e r e d are as f o l l o w s : (These are 
conservative estimates.) 

Saturday, A p r i l 6, 1968 through Tuesday, A p r i l 9, 1968 at 6:00 P.M. 

Tonnage 449 tons or 898,000 l b s . 
Meals 344,000 
Costs $258,000 Computed at 75c per meal —does 

not include labor and r e l a t e d 
c o s t s — 

The e s c a l a t i o n of food s t u f f s d e l i v e r e d to d i s t r i b u t i o n points f o r meals 
from Saturday, A p r i l 6th. through Tuesday, A p r i l 9th, i s shown by the 
f o l l o w i n g c h a r t : 

Saturday 45,000 meals d e l i v e r e d 
Sunday 50,000 I I I I 

Monday 83,000 I I I I 

Tuesday 158,000 11 1! 

The S a l v a t i o n Army agreed to accept r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r c o l l e c t i o n and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of c l o t h i n g and f u r n i t u r e . The Department of P u b l i c Welfare 
w i l l supplement t h e i r s t a f f w i t h volunteers and Department s t a f f to 
c a r r y out t h i s program. There appears to be an adequate supply of 
donated c l o t h i n g . 

I n a d d i t i o n , P u b l i c Welfare i s deeply involved i n working with the 
Housing Committee w i t h i n the Urban C o a l i t i o n . E f f e c t i v e , Tuesday, A p r i l 9, 
the Department's Int a k e G e n e r a l i s t s have been assigned to a t o t a l of four 
centers e s t a b l i s h e d by the Housing Committee to provide s h e l t e r to persons 
rendered homeless. The I n t a k e G e n e r a l i s t s w i l l meet the f i n a n c i a l needs 
of such persons r e f e r r e d to these centers through our C r i s i s A s s i s t a n c e , 
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Family Emergency S e r v i c e s , and P u b l i c A s s i s t a n c e Programs. We a l s o 
expect that as the plans f o r the disbursement of monies deposited i n 
the Emergency Fund are f i n a l i z e d , the Department w i l l be working c l o s e l y 
w i t h i t s own C r i s i s A s s i s t a n c e programs i n meeting the c r i s i s needs of 
persons a f f e c t e d by the d i s o r d e r . 

I t goes without saying that the Department's res o u r c e s have been, and 
w i l l continue to be, f u l l y taxed by the demands f o r s e r v i c e and a s s i s t a n c e . 
The t r y i n g experience which a l l of us are now going through i s more than 
compensated by the s e l f l e s s d e d i c a t i o n of the Mayor, h i s s t a f f , and the 
Department of P u b l i c Welfare employees who have r a l l i e d and given 
u n s t i n t i n g l y of t h e i r time and energy. 

(Miss) WINIFRED G. THOMPSON 
D i r e c t o r 





Highways 



T R A N S P O R T A T I O N - T R A F F I C 

On F r i d a y , as a r e s u l t of the r i s i n g amount of d i s o r d e r i n the c i t y , 

people began l e a v i n g w o r k as e a r l y as 1:00 p. m. and by 3:00 p. m. , 

n o r m a l r u s h hour volumes had been exceeded. 

At 3:00 p.m. , the t r a f f i c s i g n a l s y s t e m was s w i t c h e d to i t s evening 

program. Due, however, to the sudden exodus; the f a c t that f i x e d no 

l e f t t u r n r e s t r i c t i o n s could not be changed to meet the new ti m i n g ; the 

i n a b i l i t y of P o l i c e to remove parked c a r s f r o m c u r b lanes f o r the e a r l i e r 

r u s h hour; the f a c t that 7th, 13th and 14th S t r e e t s , N. W. w e r e sub

s t a n t i a l l y c l o s e d to t r a f f i c because of the d i s o r d e r s t h e r e b y throwing 

added volumes to other overloaded routes; because buses had not been 

r e p r o g r a m m e d to meet the new t i m i n g (D. C. o f f i c i a l s had r e f r a i n e d f r o m 

recommending e a r l y d i s m i s s a l i n an e f f o r t to m i n i m i z e panic), and the 

f a c t that P o l i c e n o r m a l l y a s s i g n e d to t r a f f i c c o n t r o l during e m e r g e n c i e s 

could not be s p a r e d f r o m c r i m e duties, produced t r a f f i c j a m s of monu

m e n t a l proportions. 

D e l a y s of one and one-half hours w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d i n c r o s s i n g 

Potomac b r i d g e s . B u s e s w e r e t i e d up w i t h the r e s u l t many patrons 
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gave up waiting, crossed bridges on foot and then hitchhiked. Except 

for the unusual delay, however, the return from work was handled in 

good order. 

Vehicles were stoned on 13th and 14th Streets during this period 

and later at 6:00 p .m. , bricks and other debris were dropped on 

vehicles traveling Kenilworth Avenue Expressway from the pedestrian 

overpasses. 

Traffic cleared up at 5:30 p. m. Curfew was imposed at 5:30 p. m. 
i 

and bus service was phased out at 6:30 p. m. (see attached notice). 

Saturday, bus service was at 85% of normal level, but patronage 

was extremely light. 

On Saturday, Police requested a cordon counting screen be set up 

on al l main arteries during daylight hours. A screen of ten stations was 

established and counts for each 30-minute interval were taken and results 

were furnished Police forces. Information indicated travel was 30% 

below normal (compared with a similar Saturday of the previous year). 

Inbound traffic continued 25% lighter than normal on Sunday and 10% on 

Monday. Cordon screens were established each day. Results disclosed 

no other real significant developments. 

Bus service was curtailed pursuant to curfew requirements as detailed 

on attached daily announcements. 
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As a result of the one and one-half hour early dismissal on Monday 

evening, signal programs were modified accordingly, but principally 

because of lack of staggering at quitting time, a second one hour traffic 

jam occurred that was, however, less severe than that of Friday. 

14th Street between Thomas Circle and Park Road, N . W . ; 7th Street 

N.W. between Now York Avenue and Florida Avenue, and H Street, N . E . 

between 2nd and 15th Streets were closed to traffic on Friday and remained 

closed through Saturday and Sunday to expedite fire fighting and cleanup. 

14th Street and H Street were reopened before rush hour on Monday and I 

expect 7th Street will be reopened Tuesday. The traffic signal centralized 

control system worked wel l . Our highway officials generally feel that the 

results achieved on transportation and traffic matters were satisfactory, 

recognizing the difficult conditions that prevailed at the time. 



LaP/vRIKiNT O F H I G H W A Y S AND T R A F F I C , D . C. 
Sinerguncy Communications Canter 
'.niiouncement to P u b l i c Media 

F r i d a y , \ p r i l 5, 1 J6d - 4:30 p. m. 

George .vtry, Chairman ot the <a6hlngton Metropolitan Area 

l r a n s i t Commission ha6 announced that on recommendation of I ' . C. 

i r a n s l L and i n view of the curfew imposed, bus s e r v i c e w i l l be 

terminated e f f e c t i v e t » : J O p.m. with the l a s t buses l e a v i n g down

town at that time. I t l a expected s e r v i c e w i l l be resumed with 

the l i f t i n g o i the Cv»rfew at 0:30 a.m. 

file:///pril


D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S A N D T R A F F I C 
E m e r g e n c y C o m m u n i c a t i o n s C e n t e r 

A n n o u n c e m e n t to P u b l i c M e d i a 
U P I Hot L i n e 

A p r i l 6. 1968 • 4 :30 p. m . R a d i o S t a t i o n Hot L i n e 
W M A L 

I n v i e w of the c u r f e w D. C . T r a n s i t h a s d e t e r m i n e d , w i t h 

a p p r o v a l of W M A T C to c u r t a i l s e r v i c e s s t a r t i n g a t 5 p . m . and 

to suspend a l l bus s e r v i c e s a f t e r 6 :30 p . m . t h i s even ing . 

WVL .M w i l l m a i n t a i n s e r v i c e i n V i r g i n i a but w i l l t e r m i n a t e 

a l l l i n e s a t R o s s l y n C i r c l e a f t e r 6 :30 p . m . 

WMA w i l l cont inue s e r v i c e to and f r o m D i s t r i c t un t i ; 

5 :30 p. m . and w i l l then suspend a l l s e r v i c e s . 

A B f c W w i l l m a i n t a i n i t s n o r m a l s e r v i c e i n V i r g i n i a . T h e 

on ly D . C . s e r v i c e w i l l be a l i m i t e d shut t le o p e r a t i o n be tween 

i t s t e r m i n a l a t 12th and P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e , N. \V. a n d the 

Pen tagon . 



D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S A N D T R A F F I C 
E m e r g e n c y C o m m u n i c a t i o n * C e n t e r 
A n n o u n c e m e n t to P u b l i c M e d i a 

U P I Hot L i n e 
A p r i l 7, 196* - 4:30 p . m . R a d i o Hot L i n e 

W M A L 

I n v i e w of the c u r f e w D. C . T r a n s i t h a s a g a i n d e t e r m i n e d , 

w i t h a p p r o v a l of W M A T C , to extend s e r v i c e s s t a r t i n g a t 5 p . m . 

and to s u s p e n d a l l bus s e r v i c e s a f t e r 6:30 p . m . t h i s e v e n i n g . 

ABItW w i l l suspend a l l bus s e r v i c e a f t e r 7:30 p . m . 

trVVfeM w i l l m a i n t a i n Sunday night s e r v i c e i n V i r g i n i a but 

w i l l t e r m i n a t e a t R o s s l y n C i r c l e a f t e r 6 :30 p. m . 

WMA w i l l cont inue s e r v i c e to and f r o m D i s t r i c t un t i l 5:30 

p. m . and w i l l t hen s u s p e n d a l l s e r v i c e s . 



D E P A R T V E N T O F HIGHWAY? AND T R A F F I C 
Emergency C on i muni cation* Canter 

Announcement to I- ublic Media 

A p r i i 8, 1968 - 3: it p. n . 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Commission officials 

have ust announced that in viev. of the 6:00 p. m. curfew, beginning 

at 6:30 p . m . this evening a . l D. C . Transit bas service will be 

terminated. 

The WVlcM Company w i l l maintain its normal nighttime service 

in Virginia. However, al l other service wil l terminate after 6:00 

p . m . at Ri>sslyn C i r c e . 

The f> hit A Company wii l terminate all service al 6:30 p . m . 

The A B t ?v Company wil l continue service between the District 

and Virginia until / p. rr. After 7 p .m. A B i YV wiil run only its shuttle 

line between 12th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. and the Pentagon. 

A l l nighttime service in Virginia wiil operate as usual. 



D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S A N D T R A F F I C 
E m e r g e n c y C o m m u n i c a t i o n * C e n t e r 
A n n o u n c e m e n t to P u b l i c M e d i a 

U P I H o t L i n e 
A p r i l 8 , 1968 - 12:30 p . m . R a d i o Hot L i n e 

W M A L 
W P G C 
W A V A 

Due to the n inety m i n u t e e a r l y d i s m i s s a l of a l l F e d e r a l and 

D. C . G o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y e e s , and the 4 :00 p . m . c l o s i n g of a l l 

b u s i n e s s e s i n the downtown a r e a , the D. C . D e p a r t m e n t of H i g h w a y s 

and T r a f f i c h a s announced that i t s a f t e r n o o n outbound t r a f f i c s i g n a l 

sequence w i l l go in to e f f e c t a t 2 :30 p . m . r a t h e r than the n o r m a l t i n e 

of 4 :00 p. m . 

T h e P a r k P o l i c e h a v e a l s o announced that R o c k C r e e k P a r k w a y 

w i i l be m a d e o n e - w a y outbound beginning a t 2 :30 p . m . f r o m V i r g i n i a 

A v e n u e to 24th and C a l v e r t S t r e e t s , N. W. 

T h i s e a r l i e r than u s u a l s i g n a l c o o r d i n a t i o n change , together w i t h 

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of R o c k C r e e k P a r k w a y a s o n e - w a y , a r e the only 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s s c h e d u l e d i n t h i s a f t e r n o o n ' s t r a f f i c c o n t r o l r e g u l a t i o n 

p l a n , e x c e p t f o r a few "No L e f t T u r n " s i g n s w h i c h w i l l be i l l u m i n a t e d 

i n the Downtown A r e a . T h u s , peak p e r i o d o n e - w a y s t r e e t and r e v e r s i b l e 

l a n e o p e r a t i o n s , a s w e l l a s p a r k i n g r e g u l a t i o n s w i l l not go i n t o e f f e c t 

u n t i l the u s u a l 4 :00 p. m . t i m e . 

Wash ington M e t r o p o l i t a n A r e a T r a n s i t C o m m i s s i o n o f f i c i a l s 

h a v e s a i d that bus s c h e d u l e s h a v e b e e n f u l l y m o d i f i e d to a c c o m m o d a t e 

the e a r l i e r d i s m i s s a l t i m e . 



DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC, D. C. 
Emergency Communications Center 
Announcement to P u b l i c Media 
A p r i l 7, 1968 - 8:45 p. m. 

UPI Hot L i n e s 
Radio Hot Lines-WMAL 
Washington Post 

The Department of Highways and T r a f f i c has announced that 

7th S t r e e t , N. W., between F l o r i d a Avenue and New York Avenue, 

N. W. w i l l remain c l o s e d to a l l t r a f f i c u n t i l a t l e a s t 12 :00 

NOON tomorrow; by which time i t i s expected that r a z i n g operations 

w i l l have removed the hazard of f r e e standing, fire-damaged walks. 

Highway Department o f f i c i a l s a d v i s e inbound Georgia Avenue 

mo t o r i s t s to use F l o r i d a avenue, New J e r s e y Avenue and 3rd S t r e e t , 

N. W. to reach the Business D i s t r i c t . 

During the time 7th S t r e e t I s cl o s e d , a l l D . C. T r a n s i t buses 

w i l l be rerouted to 6th S t r e e t , N. W. 

A l l other major s t r e e t s w i l l be open to t r a f f i c as u s u a l . 



D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S A N D T R A F F I C 
E m e r g e n c y C o m m u n i c a t i o n s C e n t e r 

A n n o u n c e m e n t to P u b l i c M e d i a 

A p r i l 9. 1968 - 3 :30 p . m . U P I 

Wash ing ton M e t r o p o l i t a n A r e a T r a n s i t C o m m i s s i o n o f f i c i a l s 

h a v e j u s t announced that i n v i e w of t h i s e v e n i n g ' s 7 :00 p . m . c u r f e w , 

a l l D. C . T r a n s i t b u s s e r v i c e w i l l be t e r m i n a t e d at 7 :30 p . m . 

T h e WVfeM C o m p a n y w i l l m a i n t a i n i t s n o r m a l n igh t t ime s e r v i c e 

i n V i r g i n i a . H o w e v e r , a l l s e r v i c e a f t e r 7 :30 p . m . w i l l t e r m i n a t e a t 

R o s s l y n C i r c l e . 

T h e W M k A C o m p a n y w i l l t e r m i n a t e a l l s e r v i c e a t 7 :00 p . m . 

T h e A B f c W C o m p a n y w i l l cont inue s e r v i c e be tween the D i s t r i c t 

and V i r g i n i a u n t i l 8 p . m . A f t e r 8 p . m . A B f c W w i l l r u n on ly i t s shut t le 

l i n e b e t w e e n 12th and P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e , N . W. and the Pen tagon . 

A l l n i g h t t i m e s e r v i c e i n V i r g i n i a w i l l ope ra te a s u s u a l . 

M o r n i n g bus s e r v i c e w i l l beg in a t 5:30 a . m . by a l l c o m p a n i e s . 

D . C . T r a n s i t b u s e s w i l l be b a c k on 7 th S t r e e t , N. W. b e t w e e n 

New Y o r k and F l o r i d a A v e n u e i n the m o r n i n g . 



D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S A N D T R A F F I C 
E m e r g e n c y C o m m u n i c a t i o n s C e n t e r 

A n n o u n c e m e n t to P u b l i c M e d i a 

A p r i l 10, 1968 - 3:35 p . m . U P I Hot L i n e 

Wash ington M e t r o p o l i t a n A r e a T r a n s i t C o m m i s s i o n o f f i c i a l s 

h a v e j u s t announced that i n v i e w of ton igh t ' s 10:00 p . m . c u r f e w , a l l 

D . C . T r a n s i t bus s e r v i c e w i l l be t e r m i n a t e d at 10:30 p . m . 

T h e WVfeM c o m p a n y w i l l m a i n t a i n i t s n o r m a l n i g h t t i m e s e r v i c e i n 

V i r g i n i a . H o w e v e r , a l l o ther s e r v i c e w i l l t e r m i n a t e a f t e r 10:00 p . m . 

a t R o s s l y n C i r c l e . 

T h e WM&A C o m p a n y w i l l t e r m i n a t e a l l s e r v i c e a t 10:00 p . m . 

T h e AB8t W C o m p a n y w i l l cont inue s e r v i c e be tween the D i s t r i c t 

a n d V i r g i n i a u n t i l 11:00 p . m . A f t e r 11:00 p . m . A B & C w i l l o p e r a t e on ly 

i t s shut t le l i n e w h i c h p r o v i d e s s e r v i c e be tween 12th and P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e , 

N. W. and the P e n t a g o n . A l l n igh t t ime s e r v i c e i n V i r g i n i a w i l l opera te a s 

u s u a l . 

A l l bus s e r v i c e w i l l be r e s u m e d t o m o r r o w m o r n i n g i n con junc t i on w i t h 

the l i f t i n g of the c u r f e w . 





Urban Coalition 



M E T R O P O L I T A N W A S H I N G T O N URBAN C O A L I T I O N 

C h a i r m a n 

W A L T E R F . M c A R D L E 

E x e c . V i c * C h a i r m a n 

F R A N K E . W A L l , J R . 

V i c e C h a i r m e n 

F R E D E R I C K A . B A B S O N 
R E V . D A V I D E A T O N 

T H E O D O R E R. H A G A N S , J R . 
P A T R I C K C A R D I N A L O ' B O Y L E 

S T E R L I N G T U C K E R 
J . C . T U R N E R 
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Mr. Thomas Fletcher 
Deputy Mayor 
D i s t r i c t Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Tom: 

Here i s the short resume of what the Washington 
Urban Coalition has become involved i n i n the l a s t several 
days. I have attempted to make th i s as short as I could, 
consistent with your wishes. 

I am also enclosing the l e t t e r which Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sarpy of the D. C. Health and Welfare Council sent me yester
day morning. This might well serve as a dramatic example of 
what i s being done ove r a l l . 

As you know, we haven't even formally organized our 
group, but we have matured quickly. IBM has loaned us Frank 
Wall as Executive Vice Chairman. As Chairman of the Washing
ton Chapter of the National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
I have "appropriated" Don Sulliv a n , the Director of that 
group, as another arm. I n spite of a l l t h i s kind of confused 
state , the great people of this community have r a l l i e d i n a 
magnificent way. 

Congratulations to you and a l l your guys. You are 
certainly doing a superlative job. I t shows what people 
working with people can do. 

Walter F. McArdle 
Chairman 



The Washington Metropolitan Urban C o a l i t i o n which had 
been encouraged by Mayor Walter Washington i n i t s formative stage 
when he appointed an ad hoc committee to organize i t , named i t s 
o f f i c e r s on March 10th. I n l e s s than four weeks the organization 
composed of business, labor, r e l i g i o u s , c i v i l r i g h t s representa
t i v e s and l o c a l governments q u i c k l y came to the f o r e to a i d Mayor 
Walter Washington and h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o l l o w i n g the outbreaks 
beginning on Thursday, A p r i l 4th. 

The C o a l i t i o n set up immediate contact and then met f o r 
s e v e r a l hours with the Mayor and h i s key o f f i c i a l s on Saturday, 
A p r i l 6th and again on Sunday A p r i l 7th. A f t e r the f i r s t meeting 
i t produced 25 community lead e r s who could bring e x p e r t i s e to the 
problems which faced the D i s t r i c t . I t had more i n reserve but 
t h i s was the working group f o r the i n i t i a l problems. 

With the Mayor and h i s s t a f f a determination of the 
problem areas of top urgency and p r i o r i t i e s was made. This co
a l e s c i n g of e x i s t i n g organizations i n a l l f i e l d s of relevancy was 
important. We sought the pooling of t a l e n t s of p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n 
the v a r i o u s f i e l d s i n which help was needed to produce quick 
r e s u l t s . Behind t h i s group was a myriad of p r o f e s s i o n a l and t r a d 
a s s o c i a t i o n s such as the Board of Trade. 

Committees were appointed and immediately went to work 
i n the f o l l o w i n g areas. 

1 . Food - A committee of Joseph Danzansky, President of 
Giant Food Stores a c t i n g with B a s i l Winsted, Vice 
President and D i v i s i o n Manager of Safeway Stores and 
C. W i l l i a m Martin, President of Pepsi-Cola Company 



joined w i t h the p u b l i c and volunteer groups which had 
already s t a r t e d work i n the areas of c o l l e c t i o n s of 
food. Miss Winifred G. Thompson the D i r e c t o r of the 
D.C. Welfare Department and Reverend Geno Baroni and 
Reverend P h i l l i p Newell, who had already performed 
yeoman s e r v i c e i n g e t t i n g t h i s v i t a l area of food 
accumulation and d i s t r i b u t i o n i n operation served with 
the committee. Within a matter of an hour or more 
master plans had been l a i d f o r the accumulation of food 
s t u f f s and t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n to stores not burned out 
and to emergency d i s t r i b u t i o n centers. 

These e f f o r t s were added to the volunteer s e r v i c e s , 
p l u s those of the government, l o c a l and f e d e r a l agencies. 
T h i s also involved surplus food from the A g r i c u l t u r e 
Department and Welfare storage centers. Quickly t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n and the pr o t e c t i o n needed f o r that t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n i n the c r i t i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of food was 
provided f o r . The plans continue to be r e f i n e d i n the 
l i g h t of the experience i n implementing the program 
and are moving alor; j with r e l i g i o u s and c h a r i t y groups 
opening t h e i r centers f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of food on an 
emergency b a s i s and opening of the normal stores as 
these could be achieved. 

Housing - Again i n a matter of immediate a c t i o n , 
S t e r l i n g Tucker of the Urban League a s s i s t e d by W i l l i a m 



C a l o m i r i s , President of the Board of Trade, moved 
qu i c k l y i n t o the breach and a housing r e l o c a t i o n 
operation began. Three centers were opened at 
913 "P" S t r e e t , N.W., 1438 "U" S t r e e t , N.W. and 
1326 F l o r i d a Avenue, N.E. Arrangements were made 
fo r f a m i l i e s to inspect housing u n i t s that would 
be a v a i l a b l e . The Washington Board of R e a l t o r s 
q u i c k l y made a survey and produced a l i s t of more 
than 200 housing u n i t s that could be a v a i l a b l e . 

Meantime, coordinating with the D i s t r i c t o f f i c i a l s 
who again had been doing an e x c e l l e n t job, p r o v i s i o n s 
were made f o r f a m i l i e s to be quartered i n areas such 
as church h a l l s arid s i m i l a r f a c i l i t i e s . 

The committee, working with U.P.O. whose Chief, Wiley 
Branton put h i s s t a f f at the a v a i l a b i l i t y of the com
mittee, found that the l o c a l government's e f f o r t s were 
moving q u i c k l y . National C a p i t a l Housing entered i n t o 
the p i c t u r e . Thomas Appleby, Executive D i r e c t o r of 
R.L.A. gave h i s support and that of h i s s t a f f . A 
s i g n i f i c a n t item i s that arrangements were made through 
the Welfare Department f o r one month's rent to be paid 
where i t was necessary to be advanced since many of 
those dispossessed had already paid the current month's 
rent and were not possessed of the cash to produce an 
a d d i t i o n a l month's rent at t h i s time. 

3 . Emergency Employment Committee - I t was set up with 

Horace R. Holmes, the D i s t r i c t Government's Manpower 



Coordinator and H. C a r l Moultrie of the N.A.A.C.P. 
moving i n to organize the group. A c e n t r a l job 
development center has been es t a b l i s h e d at 1000 "U" 
S t r e e t , N.W. wibh f i v e job placement centers spread 
throughout the areas considered most s t r a t e g i c . 
Before 5 ;00 p.m. of the f i r s t day more than 700 jobs 
had been phoned i n and e f f o r t s were proceeding to 
l i n k the people with the proper jobs involved. The 
centers are being s t a f f e d by workers from U.S.E.S., 
U.P.O., O.I.C. and the Urban League and others. 

The Board of Trade again continues to play an important 
part i n t h i s , helping to provide information on jobs 
and urging businesses to get i n t o the program. Along 
wi t h t h i s the Chamber of Commerce, l o c a l business men 
g e n e r a l l y , the unions and the governmental agencies are 
being i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the operation f o r securing job 
openings. 

The Board of Trade's "Job Opportunities and the Business 
Section" (JOBS) program has been pushed up from i t s 
s t a r t i n g point two weeks hence i n order to move the 
whole operation i n t o high gear as qufckly as p o s s i b l e 
a l s o i n c l u d i n g The Board's Summer Employment and Job 
Opportunities programs. Other trade and p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s are a i d i n g i n many ways. 

k. Emergency Cash Fund - A committee operating through 
the Health and Welfare Council and headed by F l a x i e 



P i n k e t t met and completed i t s job very q u i c k l y . I t 
determined the standards under which i t would operate, 
i n c l u d i n g the c r i t e r i a f o r those e l i g i b ^ l j f o r funds. 
I t set up more than twenty d i s t r i b u t i o n p o i n t s f o r funds 
through eleven q u a l i f i e d c h a r i t a b l e agencies. 

The funds w i l l be used f o r the a l l e v i a t i o n of human 
d i s t r e s s and s u f f e r i n g i n a case of people who have 
been burned out, i n j u r e d or l o s t t h e i r jobs. Funds 
w i l l not be supplied i n l i e u of s e r v i c e s or goods 
which can otherwise be secured through the other pro= 
grams involved. A d a i l y accounting w i l l be made of 
the a p p l i c a n t s , addresses of a p p l i c a n t s , number of 
persons and/or dependents b e n e f i t i n g from disbursement, 
amount of disbursement and s p e c i f i c purpose f o r d i s 
bursement. There w i l l a l so be a check to v a l i d a t e 
r e c i p i e n t s to make sure that disbursements are not 
being duplicated. While t h i s program was announced 
only on Sunday evening, by Tuesday morning more than ' 
$40,000.00 had been c o l l e c t e d . Every i n d i c a t i o n i s 
t h a t considerably more w i l l be forthcoming. 

Another meeting i s being held today at 2:00 P.M. between 
the Washington Metropolitan Urban C o a l i t i o n and the Mayor and h i s 
s t a f f to determine i n what other areas the C o a l i t i o n may be of 
help. 

I t i s already apparent that the s w i f t a c t i o n s taken and 
the execution of programs could only have been achieved by marshalling 
the t o t a l f o r c e s of organizations already functioning i n each of 



6. 

the f i e l d s i n which a c t i o n has taken p l a c e . I t i s evident too 
that such c o n s t r u c t i v e a c t i o n only could have been b u i l t on 
s o l i d foundations of the D.C. Government operations and the 
highest coordination of a l l p a r t i e s concerned. 

The C o a l i t i o n stands ready to work with the Mayor and 
h i s aides i n t h i s emergency condition as long as the help i s 
required. I t w i l l then have an on-going program to c a r r y out 
i t s b a s i c purpose which i s to make an e f f o r t to fashion a new 
p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , economic and moral climate to break the 
v i c i o u s c y c l e of the ghetto. Much, much more has been done than 
could p o s s i b l y be put on paper i n such a short period of time. 
S u f f i c e i t to say that the r a l l y i n g of many groups i n t o a co
ordinated e f f o r t has been an experience unique i n the annals of 
t h i s metropolitan area. T h i s i s a unique landmark of people 
working with people. 

Walter F. McArdle, Chairman 
Metropolitan Washington Urban C o a l i t i o n 

A p r i l 10, 1968 
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HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCIL 
9 5 M Street , S . W . , W a s h i n g t o n , D. C . 2 0 0 2 4 - 5 5 4 - 1 3 3 3 

A p r i l 9, 1968 

Mr. Walter McArdle 
2319 M S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. McArdle: 

Following our telephone conversation of t h i s morning, 
I wanted to send you a copy of the way i n which the 
funds of the HWC Emergency Fund w i l l be disbursed. 

At l a s t count the t o t a l of the fund was $39,500 w i t h 
money, of course, continuing to come i n . 

My best wishes, 

S i n c e r e l y , 

(Mrs.) E l i z a b e t h Glenn Sarpy 
D i r e c t o r 



HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCIL 
of the <J\!ational (Capital <zs^lrca 

95 M Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20024 — 554 1333 

A p r i l 8, 1968 

HWC EMERGENCY FUND 

CRITERIA 

1. Funds w i l l be used f o r the a l l e v i a t i o n of human d i s t r e s s and s u f f e r i n g 

to meet the immediate needs of i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s caused by and 

r e l a t e d to the c i v i l d i s o r d e r . T h i s means people who were burned out, 

i n j u r e d and those who l o s t t h e i r j o b s . 

2. Funds w i l l be used f o r emergency and immediate needs which cannot 

be met through the Department of P u b l i c Welfare or other resources. 

Some examples a r e ; 

A. Supplies f o r the h e a l t h and care of c h i l d r e n . ( S t e r i l i z e r 

and baby b o t t l e s . ) 

B. S p e c i a l medicines and equipment f o r d i a b e t i c , a r t h r i t i c , 

h e a r t p a t i e n t s and others having h e a l t h problems. 

C. Funds f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to c l i n i c s and to employment. 

D. Rent and u t i l i t i e s i n e x c e p t i o n a l cases which cannot be 

paid by the Department of P u b l i c Welfare and which i s 

not otherwise a v a i l a b l e . 

E. Moving and storage of possessions. 

F. Food f o r s p e c i a l h e a l t h d i e t s and other purposes, which 

i s not a v a i l a b l e from other sources. 

Sluiring in 
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3. Funds w i l l be disbursed by responsible voluntary agencies after 

persons are interviewed to ascertain their individual and 

verified needs. 

4. None of the funds are to be used for regular-agency operations. 

Agencies w i l l meet usual and normal requests for assistance from 

their HWC allocations and other resources. 

APPROACH 

1 . The action required to ass is t those in need should be taken 

promptly and on a flexible basis . 

2. Reliance w i l l be placed on the good judgment of the social workers 

who w i l l be assisting those in need. 

3 . Agencies w i l l be in close communication with the Department of 

Public Welfare and other public services to assure that these 

voluntary and supplemental funds are used for needs which cannot 

be met through other resources. 



HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCIL 
of tlie <yVational C^apital <z/$rea 

95 M Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20024 — 554 1333 

A p r i l 9, 1968 

i 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Agencies A s s i s t i n g in Distribution of HWC Emergency Fund Money 

FROM: Elizabeth G. Sarpy 

SUBJECT: HWC Emergency Fund 

Mrs. Pinkett and I are most appreciative of your willingness to cooperate 
in the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the HWC Emergency Fund. 

As was explained to you at the meeting on A p r i l 8, money contributed 
to the HWC Emergency Fund w i l l be used to a l l e v i a t e the human distress, 
of individuals affected by the c i v i l disorder here in Washington. 
We are looking to you to interview persons requesting help and allocate 
funds to them on the basis of the nature and extent of th e i r emergency 
needs resulti n g from being burned out, being injured, or losing jobs. 
Requests may be for emergency medical needs, transportation, clothing 
or any other need preventing the individual from beginning a return to 
normal l i v i n g . The money w i l l not be used for food, because of the 
food di s t r i b u t i o n being conducted by the churches, nor for any other needs 
where resources are already available. A copy of the detailed c r i t e r i a 
to be applied to a l l requests i s attached. 

In order that we can gauge the magnitude of the need for emergency funds, 
i t i s important that we have a d a i l y report on requests approved. The 
type of report which w i l l be required and instructions for preparing i t 
accompany t h i s memorandum. 

H V3 £ 
Sharing in [ G; 
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HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCIL 
9 5 M Street , S . W. , W a s h i n g t o n , D. C . 2 0 0 2 4 - 5 5 4 - 1 3 3 3 

April 8, 1968 

EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CENTERS 

AGENCY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ADDRESS TEL. NO. 

Barney Neighborhood House Mr. Joseph T. Altopiedi 3118 16th St. N.W. AD .2-135** 

Catholic Charities Monsignor Leo J . Coady 1710 N S t . , N.W. ST 3-058.1 

Christ Child Settlement 
House 

Hiss Doris M. Adams 608 Massachusetts 
Ave., N. E . 

546-1500 

Family & Child Services Mr. John G. Theban 929 L Street, N.W. 232-6510 

Friendship House Mr. Robert T. Adams 619 D Street, N.W. .547-8880 

Northwest Settlement House Mr. Eugene B. Mundle 448 Ridge St.,N.W. 638-4736 

Salvation Army Brigadier W.R.H. Goodier 503 E . S t . , N.W. EX 3-1831 

Southeast Neighborhood 
House 

Mr. James Speight 2263 Mt. View P I , 
S. E . 

582-7700 

Travelers Aid Miss Catherine C. Hiatt 1015 12th St.,N.W. 347-0101 

12th Street (YMCA) 

Urban League 

C. Thomas Weaver 

Sterling Tucker 

1816 13th St.,N.W. 

-C2G Ord G * . , 1J.W. 

HO 2-1051' 



A p r i l 8, 1968 

REPORTING ON DISBURSEMENT 
OF HWC EMERGENCY FUND 

I t i s going to be e s s e n t i a l to have a d a i l y r e p o r t from a l l agencies making d i s 
bursements from the HWC Emergency Fund. These funds*are to be used e x c l u s i v e l y 
to meet emergency needs of persons a f f e c t e d by the r e c e n t c i v i l d i s o r d e r i n 
Washington. None of the money i s to be used f o r r e g u l a r agency o p e r a t i o n s . 
Agencies a r e expected to meet the u s u a l and normal r e q u e s t f o r assistance from 
t h e i r r e g u l a r HWC a l l o c a t i o n s and other r e s o u r c e s . 

For each case which q u a l i f i e s f o r emergency f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e , the f o l l o w i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be r e q u i r e d : 

1. Name of a p p l i c a n t 
2. Address of a p p l i c a n t 
3. Number of persons and/or dependents b e n e f i t t i n g from disbursement 
4. Amount of disbursement 
5. S p e c i f i c purpose f o r disbursement 

Agencies are requested to make t h e i r d a i l y r e p o r t s on a format s i m i l a r to t h a t 
shown i n the attachment to t h i s memorandum. 

Two copies should be sent to 

Mrs. E l i z a b e t h G. Sarpy 
Regional D i r e c t o r 
D. C. Health and Welfare Regional C o u n c i l 
95 M S t . , S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20024 

I t should be dis p a t c h e d not l a t e r than 10 a.m. each morning cove r i n g cases 
processed the pr e v i o u s day. I t i s suggested the agency keep a copy of each 
r e p o r t i n the event t h a t any need f o r reviev; a r i s e s . 

The date covered by the r e p o r t should be entered i n the upper r i g h t hand corner. 
I f more than one page i s needed, the page count - 1 of 3, 2 of 3, e t c . should be 
noted below the da t e . 

The r e p o r t should be signed by the agency e x e c u t i v e or h i s au t h o r i z e d r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e . 





FOOD DISTRIBUTION CENTERS 

N O R T H E A S T : 

Christ Child Settlement House 60S Massachusetts Avenue 546-1500 

St. Benedict's DeMoor-Fr. Moloney 320 - 21st Street L I . 4-6555 

Keller-Lutheran Church 9th Street & Maryland Avenue 544-0769 

Dominican Fathers Community Center 
( F r . William Kane) 

123 - 11th Street 547-0410 
547-1508 

Faith Tabernacle Church 300 A Street 422-2336 
547-1616 

Far Northeast Community Center 624 Division Avenue 397-1104 

Metropolitan Community Aid Council 49th & Grant Streets 399-6333 

Douglas Memorial Methodist Church 11th & H Streets I I . 7-9561 

Near Northeast Community Improvement 
Center 1326 Florida Avenue 547*7202 

Holy Name School 1217 West Virginia Avenue L I . 6-0614 
546-2626 

St. Joseph's - F r . Gillcn 

Mt. Mori ah Baptist Church 
(Rev. R. G. Williams, Pastor) 

New Samaritan Baptist Church 
(Rev. Harrison, Pastor) 

313 - 2nd Street 

1636 East Capitol Street 

6246 - 8th Street 

L I . 7-1223 

g39Ht345- 6 

802-6795 



FOOD D I S T R I B U T I O N C E N T E R S 

NORTHWEST: 

Central Presbyterian Church 1470 Irving Street AD. 4-031* 

New Bethel Baptist Church 
(Rev. Walter E . Fauntroy, Pastor) 

9th & S Streets CO. 5-0666 
(Study- DU. 7-3517 

fellowship House 

RLA I le l J Ofl'lL^ 

945 L Street 

913 P Street 

462-5631 

382-7434 

ix Third Baptist Church 5th & Que Streets DE. 2-8610 
AD. 2-9306' 

< St. Mary's Church 5th & G Streets ME. 6-3250 

Firs t Rising Mt. Zion Baptist Church 606 N Street AD. 2-4480 

UPO Center #1 1507 - 9th Street 659-1100 

UPO Center #2 1368 Euclid Street 659-1100 

SOUTHEAST: 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 1600 Morris Road 583- 9852 
584- 4999 

Chase, Inc. 3511 .'heeler Road 561-6500 
544-2434 

SOUTHWEST: 

Southwest Community House 2 01-A - H Street 544-2511 
544-2510 

NOTE: Above information received from Mr. Cobb, Red Cross, April 8, 1968, 9 p.m. 



FOOD DISTRIBUTION CENTERS 

NORTHEAST: 

Atonement House 1330 G Street 396-5212 

NORTHWEST: 

15th Street Presbyterian Church 15th & R Streets 234-0300 

St. Stephen & Incarnation Church 16th & Newton Streets 265-1511 

Calvary Methodist Church 1459 Columbia Road DE. 2-3422 

Lincoln Temple 11th & R Streets 387-6724 

August an fi Church New Hampshire Avenue & V Sts 584-0469 

St. Paul & Augustine Parish Hall 1419 V Street 387-3596 

Sacred Heart School 16th Street 8c Park Road CO. 5-4828 

Luther Place Lutheran Church 12th Street 8t Vermont Avenue 667-1377 

12th Street Y. M C A. 1816 - 12th Street 232-7761 

St. Martin's Church 1900 North Capitol Street DI. 7-3666 

St. Aloysius North Capitol 8c Eye Streets 737-9650 

SOUTHEAST: 

St. Peters 313 - 2nd Street U . 7-1431 

Friendship House 619 D Street 547-8880 

St. Phillips 2027 Nichols Avenue 582-6767 

Holy Comforter 15th Street 8c East Capitol L I . 7-7556 

Church of the Reformation 212 East Capitol L I . 3-5455 

NOTE: Above information received from Mr. Cobb, Red Cross, April 8, 1968, 9 p.m. 
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HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCI! 
9 5 M S t r e c l , S . W. , W a s h i n g t o n , D. C . 2 0 0 2 4 - 5 5 4 - 1 3 3 3 

For f u r t h e r information, contact 

K a r l Nordling at 554-1333 or 683-1374 

A p r i l 9, 1968 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Health and Welfare C o u n c i l , at the request of the Urban C o a l i t i o n , 

has arranged f o r HWC agencies at 22 l o c a t i o n s to i n t e r v i e w persons with emer

gency f i n a n c i a l needs a r i s i n g from the c i v i l disorder and a l l o c a t e funds 

t h a t have been contributed by c i t i z e n s from throughout the National C a p i t a l 

Area. 

HWC i s both c o l l e c t i n g and coordinating the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the emer

gency funds at the request of the Urban C o a l i t i o n . 

The agencies, which w i l l be open d a i l y u n t i l curfew, a r e : 

Barney Neighborhood House, 3118 16th S t . , N. W. (AD 2-1354) 

C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s , 1710 N S t . , N. W. (ST 3-0581) 

C h r i s t C h i l d Settlement House, 608 Massachusetts Ave., N. E. (546-1500) 

Frien d s h i p House, 619 D S t r e e t , M. W. (547-8880) 

Northwest Settlement House, 448 Ridge S t r e e t , N. W. (638-4736) 

S a l v a t i o n Army, 503 E S t r e e t , N. W., (EX 3-1881) 

Southeast Neighborhood House, 2263 Mt. View P I . , S.E. (582-7700) 

T r a v e l e r s A i d , 1015 12th S t . , N. W. (347-0101) 

12th S t r e e t YMCA , 1816 - l ? t h S t . , N. W. (HO 2-1054) 

(more) 
A R E G I O N A L U N I T O F T H E 

H E A L T H A N D W E L F A R E C O U N C I L H V3 € 
Sharing in [ C !\ 
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Washington Urban League 

626 - 3rd Street, N. W. 

(737-8600) 

Family and Child Services: 

929 L Street, N. W. (232-6510) 

Near Northeast - - 1809 Penning Road, N. E . (397-2400) 

Far Northeast — 700 51st S t . , N. E . (397-1700, 397-1701, 397-1702) 

Urban League — 1302 New Jersey Ave., N. W. (332-4673, 332-4674, 
332-4675) 

Southwest Center — 1251-A Carrollsburg Place, S.W. (544-1707, 
544-1708) 

Friendship Center — 1347 Pennsylvania Ave., S .E. (544-1820, 544-
1821, 544-1822) 

Southeast Center — 1218 U Street, S .E . (583-3200, 583-3201, 
583-3202) 

Cardoza #1 — 1302 New Jersey Ave., N. W. (667-6133) 

Cardozo #2 — 1341 Clifton S t . , M. W. (265-0796, 265-0797) 

Cardoza #3 — 3500 14th S t . , N. W. (DU 7-7200) 

The funds w i l l be used for emergency and immediate needs grov/ing out of 

the c i v i l disorder that cannot be met through the Department of Public Welfare 

or other resources, such as supplies for the health and care of children, 

special medicines, storage of possessions, and transportation to c l i n i c s and 

jobs. 

Trained, professional staff members w i l l decide the amount of money 

each individual should receive on the basis of the nature and extent of his 

problems. 

The fund had grown to $39,500 by Tuesday as a result of a surge of con

tributions ranging from $1 to $10,000, from persons living in both the 

District and the suburbs. 



Persons wishing t o c o n t r i b u t e should make out t h e i r checks t o "HWC 

Emergency Fund" and m a i l them to HWC Emergency Fund, c/o'Postmaster, 

Washington, D. C. 



Damage Estimate 



"M S T R I C T OF C O L U M B I A R E D E V E L O P M E N T L A N D A G E N C Y 
1 4 2 0 N E W Y O R K A V E N U E . N . W . W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 C - O O S 

A p r i l 9, 1968 

Honorable Thomas W. F l e t c h e r 
Deputy Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g -
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Tom: 

RLA s t a f f has prepared the f o l l o w i n g p r e l i m i n a r y e s t i m a t e s 
of damage to b u i l d i n g s from the s t a r t of c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e s 
on Thursday, A p r i l 4, 1968 through noon on A p r i l 8, 1968: 

E s t i m a t e d R e a l P r o p e r t y Damage 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged or Destroyed 645 
No. of Housing U n i t s Damaged or Destroyed . . . 283 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged or 

Destroyed 909 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 

Damaged or Destroyed 8 

E s t i m a t e d Cost of Damage $13,330,556 

These e s t i m a t e s a r e based on e x t e r i o r s u r v e y s of b u i l d i n g s 
i n t he a r e a s where damage was c o n c e n t r a t e d . I n a d d i t i o n , i t 
i s the informed guess of our e n g i n e e r s t h a t s c a t t e r e d damage 
o u t s i d e of these a r e a s would not exceed 15% of the above 
t o t a l s . 

The c o s t e s t i m a t e s a r e computed from the perc e n t a g e of damage 
t o the s t r u c t u r e , as determined by our s t a f f e n g i n e e r s and 
a r c h i t e c t s , m u l t i p l i e d by our e s t i m a t e of the v a l u e of the 
b u i l d i n g s . B u i l d i n g v a l u e s were s e t a t 2.5 times the a s s e s s e d 
v a l u e c o n t a i n e d i n the D. C. R e a l P r o p e r t y I n v e n t o r y f o r the 
c u r r e n t y e a r . I t sho u l d be made c l e a r t h a t t h e s e a r e e s t i m a t e s 
of the c o s t of damage o n l y , and not the t o t a l v a l u e of r e a l 
e s t a t e i n which the damage was l o c a t e d . E s t i m a t e s of the 
number of housing and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l u n i t s i n damaged b u i l d i n g s 
were obtained from P o l k ' s C i t y D i r e c t o r y and from B a i s t ' s 
R e a l E s t a t e A t l a s . 

N E V I L L E M I L L E R . C H A I R M A N 
J O H N J . G U N T H E R , V I C E C H A I R M A N 
J O H N 5 C R O C K E R 
J O H N W . H E C H 1 N G E R 
T H O M A S A P P L E O Y . E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 



- 2 -

The e s t i m a t e s of r e a l proper ty damage do not i n c l u d e 
the v a l u e of household e f f e c t s , equipment, o r . commerc ia l 
i n v e n t o r y . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s not r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n 
the D i s t r i c t Computer Data Bank. I am, t h e r e f o r e , t u r n i n g 
our r e c o r d s over to the D i s t r i c t so that the data on 
p e r s o n a l property may be compiled . 

C o r r i d o r s of Concentrated Damage - Our e s t i m a t e s of 
damage i n each of the a r e a s i n which l a r g e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 
of b u i l d i n g s were damaged are as f o l l o w s (See a t tached 
sheet for g e n e r a l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n s ) : 

1 . 14th S t r e e t NW C o r r i d o r 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged 153 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s Damaged 80 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged . 275 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged 3 

Es t imated Cost of Damage $6 ,647 ,119 

2 . 7 th S t r e e t - G e o r g i a Avenue NW C o r r i d o r 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged 263 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s Damaged 148 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged . 334 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged 5 

E s t i m a t e d Cost of Damage $4,257,216 

3 . North C a p i t o l S t r e e t C o r r i d o r 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged 31 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s Damaged 3 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged . 34 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged None 

E s t i m a t e d Cost of Damage $ 415,376 



4 . H S t r e e t NE C o r r i d o r 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged . . 90 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s Damaged . . . . 51 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged 103 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged None 

Es t imated Cost of Damage $1,799,326 

5 . 8 th S t r e e t NE and SE C o r r i d o r 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged 21 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s Damaged . . . . 1 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged 21 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged None 

Es t imated Cost of Damage $ 106,000 

6. Other S m a l l e r C o r r i d o r s Surveyed 

No. of B u i l d i n g s Damaged 87 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s Damaged . . . . 0 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged 142 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t s Damaged None 

Es t imated Cost of Damage $ 105,519 

Extent of B u i l d i n g Damage - For purposes of t h i s 
report^ damage was c a t e g o r i z e d as f o l l o w s : 

S l i g h t Damage (0 - 10%) 

T y p i c a l l y , b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s category s u f f e r e d 
breakage "of windows and entrances i n ground f l o o r 
commercial e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . 

No. of B u i l d i n g s 360 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 439 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s 43 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 5 

Es t imated Cost of Damage $1 ,609,699 
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S u b s t a n t i a l Damage (11 - 49%) 

T y p i c a l l y , t h e s e b u i l d i n g s s u s t a i n e d damage, 
by f i r e or other causes, to the ground f l o o r and one 
or more upper f l o o r s , but had upper f l o o r s which 
were not damaged. These a r e the b u i l d i n g s r e q u i r i n g 
major r e p a i r s which a r e the most l i k e l y c a n d i d a t e s 
f o r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

No. of B u i l d i n g s 62 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 108 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s 208 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 2 

E s t i m a t e d Cost of Damage $1 ,126,935 

E x t e n s i v e Damage ( 5 0 % or more) 

T y p i c a l l y , t h e s e b u i l d i n g s a r e e x t e n s i v e l y 
damaged by f i r e on both the ground f l o o r and upper 
f l o o r s , i n c l u d i n g b u i l d i n g s e n t i r e l y d e s t r o y e d . Few, 
i f any, of th e s e b u i l d i n g s w i l l be ca p a b l e of economic 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . For purposes of t h i s r e p o r t , t h e r e f o r e , 
a l l b u i l d i n g s w i t h 50% or more damage a r e c o n s i d e r e d 
t o t a l l o s s e s . 

No. of B u i l d i n g s 223 
No. of Commercial E s t a b l i s h m e n t s 362 
No. of R e s i d e n t i a l U n i t s 212 
No. of P u b l i c and I n s t i t u t i o n a l 1 

E s t i m a t e d Cost of Damage $10,593,922 

I t e m i z e d E s t i m a t e s 

The a t t a c h e d t a b l e shows the g e o g r a p h i c a l breakdown 
f o r a l l of the e s t i m a t e s summarized above. 

We a r e a l s o e n c l o s i n g a map of the major c o r r i d o r s . A working 
map showing the e x t e n t of damage to each b u i l d i n g has been 
p r e p a r e d . A d d i t i o n a l c o p i e s of t h i s a r e now be i n g d r a f t e d by 
the NCPC s t a f f . 

Regards. 
S i n c e r e l y , 

Attachments 



Attachment 

BOUNDARIES OF CORRIDORS OF CONCENTRATED DAMAGE 

14th S t r e e t NW C o r r i d o r 

South - P e n n s y l v a n i a Avenue 
E a s t - 10th & Sherman 
North - M e r i d i a n P l a c e 
West - 16th S t r e e t 

7th S t r e e t - G e o r g i a Avenue NW C o r r i d o r 

South - P e n n s y l v a n i a Avenue 
New J e r s e y Avenue & 

Second 
E a s t - McMillan R e s v r . 
North - Park Road 
West - 10th & Sherman 

North C a p i t o l S t r e e t C o r r i d o r 

South - C o n s t i t u t i o n Avenue 
E a s t - F i r s t S t r e e t 
North - Michigan Avenue 
West - F o u r t h , New J e r s e y 

& Second 

H S t r e e t NE C o r r i d o r 

South - F S t r e e t 
E a s t - F i f t e e n t h S t r e e t 
North - K S t r e e t 
West - Second S t r e e t 

E i g h t h S t r e e t NE & SE C o r r i d o r 

South - V i r g i n i a Avenue 
E a s t - Tenth S t r e e t 
North - F S t r e e t 
West - S i x t h S t r e e t 

Other Areas Surveyed 

- 14th S t r e e t , North of Meridian P l a c e 
- Georgia Avenue, North of Park Road 
- 4th S t r e e t NE, T S t r e e t to Bryant S t r e e t 
- Rhode I s l a n d Avenue NE, 13th to 19th S t r e e t s 
- N i c h o l s Avenue S E , Good Hope Road to Morris Road 
- Good Hope Road, S E , N i c h o l s Avenue to 18th S t r e e t 



R E A L P R O P E R T Y D A M A G E E S T I M A T E 

T O T A L T O T A L 

• ' " I S A 

S Q U A R E 

E S T I M A T E O F D A M A G E 

A B C 
0 t o 10% 11 t o 5 0 % 5 0 % o r M O R E T O T A L 

N O . B L D G S . D A M A G E D 360 62 223 645 

N O . R E S . U N I T S D A M A G E D 43 28 212 283 

N O . C O M M E R C I A L E S T A B . D A M A G E D 

O C C U P I E D 

439 

430 

108 

i o i ~ 

362 

342 

909 

873 

1 V A C A N T 9 7 20 36 

O T H E R 5 2 1 8 
E S T I M A T E D V A L U E D A M A G E D $1,609,699 $1, 126,935 $13,593,922 

- $ I 

1 
! 
I 
1 
1 
1 

3"; "3307556 



R E A L P R O P E R T Y D A M A G E E S T I M A T E 

i A F O U R T E E N S T R E E T NW C O R R I D O R 

S Q U A R E A L L 

E S T I M A T E OF D A M A G E 

A B C I 

N O . B L D G S . D A M A G E D 

0 t o 10% 

83 

11 t o 50% 

11 

' 50% o r M O R E ~ 

59 

_ T 0 T A L ' 

153 

N O . R E S . U N I T S D A M A G E D 8 7 65 80 

N O . C O M M E R C I A L E S T A B . D A M A G E D 

O C C U P I E D 

122 

119 

25 

23 

128 

123 

275 

265 

V A C A N T 3 2 5 - T o - : 

OTHER "3 ~ j TJ — 0 

E S T I M A T E D V A L U E D A M A G E D $852,907 $395,212 $5,399,000 

$6 

1 

647,119 



REAL PROPERTY DAMAGE ESTIMATE 

«JA SEVENTH STREET-GEORGIA AVENUE NW CORRIDOR 

SQUARE ALL 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 

A B C 

NO. BLDGS. DAMAGED 

0 t o 10% 11 to 50% 50% or MORE aTOTAL 

263 NO. BLDGS. DAMAGED 118 36 109 
aTOTAL 

263 

NO. RES. UNITS DAMAGED • 
23 19 106 148 

NO. COMMERCIAL ESTAB. DAMAGED 119 58 157 334 

OCCUPIED 

VACANT 
115 53 142 310 OCCUPIED 

VACANT 4 5 15 24 

OTHER 2 2 1 5 
ESTIMATED VALUE DAMAGED 

$388,522 $288,547 
1 

$3,580,147 ^4,257 ,216 



REAL PROPERTY DAMAGE ESTIMATE 

' r-\A NORTH CAPITOL STREET CORRIDOR 

SQUARE ALL 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 
A B C ~ 1 

NO. BLDGS. DAMAGED 
0 t o 10% 

16 

11 t o 50% 

6 

50% o r MORE 

9 

TOTAL 

31 

NO. RES. UNITS DAMAGED 0 0 3 3 

NO. COMMERCIAL ESTAB. DAMAGED 17 6 11 34 

OCCUPIED 16 6 11 33 

VACANT 
1 0 0 1 

ESTIMATED VALUE DAMAGED $31,900 $159,226 $224,250 $415,3'' 



R E A L P R O P E R T Y D A M A G E E S T I M A T E 

E A H S T R E E T N E C O R R I D O R 

S Q U A R E ALL 

E S T I M A T E O F D A M A G E 

A B C 
0 t o 10% 11 t o 50% " 50% o r M O R E T O T A L 

N O . B L D G S . D A M A G E D 43 6 41 90 

N O . R E S . U N I T S D A M A G E D 11 2 38 51 

N O . C O M M E R C I A L E S T A B . D A M A G E D 46 6 51 103 

O C C U P I E D 46 6 51 103 

V A C A N T 0 0 

E S T I M A T E D V A L U E D A M A G E D 
$220,276 $275,275 $1,303,775 $ 1,799,:;26 



£I!Mi PROPERTY DAMAGE ESTIMATE 
» 

• :A EIGHTH STREET NE/SE CORRIDOR 

SQUARE A l l 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 
A B C 

0 t o 10% LI t o 50% 50% o r MORE TOTAL 

NO. BLDGS. DAMAGED 

0 t o 10% LI t o 50% 50% o r MORE TOTAL 

NO. BLDGS. DAMAGED 18 0 3 21 

NO. RE S . UNITS DAMAGED 1 0 0 1 

NO. COMMERCIAL ESTAB. DAMAGED 17 0 4 21 

OCCUPIED 16 0 4 20 

1 
VACANT 

1 0 0 

20 

1 

ESTIMATED VALUE DAMAGED $40,250 - 0 - $65,750 $106,0 )G 



REAL PROPERTY DAMAGE ESTIMATE 

t A - OTIIiSU AiiBAS SUxiV^YED 

SQUARE - ALL 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 
A B C 

0 to 10% 11 to 50% 50% or MORE TOTAL 

NO. BLDGS. DAMAGED 82 3 2 87 

NO. RES. UNITS DAMAGED 0 0 0 0 

NO. COMMERCIAL ESTAB. DAMAGED 110 13 11 142 

OCCUPIED l i e 13 11 142 

VACANT 0 0 0 0 

OTHSit 0 0 0 0 
?. STTMATED VALUE DAMAGED 375,844 $ 8,675 3 21,000 $105,519 



R e b u i l d i n g 



REBUILDING 

The District Government is taking quick action to begin the task 
of rebuilding the parts of the city destroyed or damaged during the 
disturbances. This action includes: 

1 . Assessing the damage (See RLA report) 

2. Determining what plan should guide the rebuilding process: 

a . Whether the property should be rebuilt "as was" or 

b. Whether the areas affected should be redeveloped 
completely under a new concept 

3. Determining what Federal assistance can be made available to 
facilitate the rebuilding, such as: 

a. HUD funds for demolition of unsafe buildings, construction 
of additional low-rent apartment buildings, rent supplements and for 
moderate-income housing under the 221 (d)(3) program 

b. SBA 30-year mortgages at 3% 

c . EDA 90% "soft" loans, 50% loans for public works and some 
technical assistance money for economic development 

4. Ensuring that there is citizen participation in the policy-making 
process , particularly by those citizens directly affected by the decisions . 

5. Taking immediate steps to persuade insurance companies to honor 
claims as expeditiously as possible to aid individuals and businesses 

6. Exploring what kinds of legislation may be necessary to give the 
District Government additional tools with which to tackle the rebuilding 
task. 





Statements 

Mayor and Mr. Vance 



• •• - ' 0120 
A p r i l 6 , I968 

Mayor Washington: 

And as you w e l l know, the disturbance has caused considerable damage and 

d e s t r u c t i o n i n some a r e a s . We t r a v e l e d 7 th S t r e e t , 14th S t r e e t N.W. and 

8 t h S t r e e t , p r i n c i p a l l y . U S t r e e t and 14th S t r e e t were h e a v i l y h i t and 7th S t r e e t 

from F S t r e e t , North F l o r i d a Avenue, and 8 t h S t r e e t from Union S t a t i o n 15th 

S t r e e t were h e a v i l y damaged by f i r e and l o o t i n g . S t r e e t s , as we t r a v e l e d them, 

appeared to be q u i t e calm. There weresporadic i n c i d e n t s of l o o t i n g , mostly 

from.the_stores t h a t had already been damaged by f i r e s . As f a r as we could 

a s c e r t a i n from most of the firemen and our own observation, f i r e s were contained. 

We are hopeful t h a t the s i t u a t i o n t h e r e f o r e i s s e t t l i n g down as the r e s u l t 

of the conditions t h a t we observed f i r s t Hand. Vance i s here and made an 

independent check, along w i t h Mr. Hechinger, who i s head of the c i t y c o u n c i l , 

and who has something to say w i t h h i s observation. I am hopeful however. 

I am cautious i n respect to the w e l f a r e of our c i t i z e n s . I hope to remain 

cautious and duly prepared. To t h a t extent, we are continuing our curfew 

and other r e s t r i c t i o n s t h a t w i l l go i n t o e f f e c t on F r i d a y and i t w i l l be i n 

e f f e c t on Saturday. The curfew that went i n t o e f f e c t at 5:30 on F r i d a y w i l l 

be l i f t e d at 6:30 AM i n the morning. The curfew w i l l resume at 5:30 FM on 

Saturday. .Tomorrow_morning the f o l l o w i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s w i l l continue u n t i l 

f u r t h e r n o t i c e . No l i q u o r w i l l be s o l d , no gasoline w i l l be sold other than 

t h a t which i s dispensed d i r e c t l y i n t o the tanks of motor v e h i c l e s , no f i r e a r m s 

or ammunition w i l l be s o l d . 



I v i s i t e d w h i l e out i n the_ D i s t r i c t one of the emergency centers which was 

St-Stevens I n c a r n a t i o n Church where I viewed a number of f a m i l i e s 

l i v i n g i n a quarter of the church and r e c e i v i n g food and f i r s t a i d . 

I examined the needs of a number of f a m i l i e s . As the r e s u l t of that 

experience , " i t appears that the p r i n c i p a l problem i n the e f f e c t e d 

areas, the h e a v i l y e f f e c t e d a r e a s ^ w i l l be food and housing. Arrangements 

are now being made f o r emergency food through our Welfare Department and though 

p r i v a t e sources. A l i s t o f emergency centers t h a t w i l l be able to 

dispense food and o f f e r other help to f a m i l i e s v/ho have s u f f e r e d as 

a r e s u l t of t h i s t r a g i c i n c i d e n t w i l l be made tomorrow. We w i l l a l s o announce 

arrangements which have been made though our Health Department , i n 

conjunction w i t h the Red Cross, to administer to whatever h e a l t h needs 

a r i s e and they w i l l be accessed hourly and w i l l be administered to 

as they are needed. I n the 3 areas that I r e f e r r e d to; 14th, 7 t h and 8 t h 

St;we w i l l have on the s t r e e t i n the morning our s a n i t a r y engineering 

department and we are hopeful t h a t we w i l l be able to c l e a r the s t r e e t s 

of the d e b r i s . I would urge t h a t people who do not have emergencies to 

try to manage not to t r a v e l i n the p a r t i c u l a r areas and seek other 

routes i n order to al l o w the equipment to cle a n and respond to the 

area. I how would l i k e to c a l l on the c i t i z e n s to cooperate w i t h 

us i n t h i s e f f o r t on the l i n e s I have i n d i c a t e d and that connection 

I would l i k e to give you a separate report and observation and then c a l l ' f o r question 

t h a t you might have * which we can handle a t t h i s time, ~ by" c a l l i n g 

upon Mr. Cyrus Vance who..has come to the c i t y a t my request to a i d 
w i t h . •_ 

and a s s i s t / t h e great experience - which he has had i n t h i s area i n t 

c i t i e s t h a t have had t h i s problem before. I'm sure that there are 

members of the press that would l i k e to get h i s r e a c t i o n from f i r s t _han/ 



Mr Vance; The mayor i n d i c a t e d chat Mr. Hechinger and I made a i n s p e c t i o n 

tour of the c i t y , we j u s t returned a few minutes ago, Vh ^ a l s o covered 

the areas ox" the c i t y v/hich were 'aoavily h i t . Vie went up 14.th S t r e e t 

a l l the way down 7th S t r e e t , covering the 8th S t r e e t area. We stopped 

and t a l k e d w i t h f i r e companies, p o l i c e and w i t h the f e d e r a l troops 

of the n a t i o n a l guard. The s i t u a t i o n i n a l l of these areas appeared 

to be under c o n t r o l . The f i r e s which were t u r n i n g quite h e a v i l y 

when I came to the c i t y e a r l y t h i s afternoon a l l appeared to be under 

c o n t r o l and we were informed by firemen on the scene that they f e l t 

they had things under c o n t r o l . I n t h i s connection, I might mention, 

t h a t i t was very impressive to see not only the reg u l a r c i t y f i r e 

o f f i c i a l : . - , but the volunteer f i r e departments which had come i n from 

many surrounding communities working side by side with the r e g u l a r 

firemen here i n the d i s t r i c t . We t a l k e d with the p o l i c e and w i t h the 

f e d e r a l troops and n a t i o n a l guard were informed the cooperation among 

them was e x c e l l e n t and were a l s o informed that the s i t u a t i o n appeared 

to be q u i e t i n g down and as of the moment appears to be i n hand. 

I s i n c e r e l y hope that everyone w i l l co-operate i n every way to brir.3 

the c i t y back to normal as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e . Mayor, I th i n k that i s 

a l l I have as a r e s u l t of my i n s p e c t i o n . I w i l l be happy tu answer any 

questions., 

Question: I s there any evidence' of s n i p i n g Mr. Vance?' 

Mr. Vance: I heard one report of an a l l i e d sniping incident but have 

had no confirmation of t h a t . That i s the only report of an a l l e g e d 

s n i p i n g that I have heard. 

Question: Do you think. F e d e r a l Troops w i l l be moving cut there? 



Mr. Vance: F e d e r a l troops w i l l be here tomorrow morning i n the c i t y . 

Question: I s the 82nd Airborne going to be used at a l l ? 

Mr. Vance: One brigade of the 82nd Airborne w i l l be i n Washington tomorrow, 

but i t w i l l be held i n r e s e r v e . 

Question: I s i t here now? 

Mr. Vance: I t i s a r r i v i n g now. 

Question: About how many men? 

Mr. Vance: Approximately 2000; 2600. 

Question: A r r i v i n g at Andrews? 

Mr. Vance: At Andrews. 

Question: What about the Marines. Are they standing by i n reserve to 

move in? 

Mr. Vance: We w i l l , I b e l i e v e maintain the present deployment. The Mayor 

and t w i l l t a l k w i t h General Haines a f t e r we leave our meeting with you and 

w i l l determine what the deployment w i l l be tomorrow. 

Question: Mr. Vance a short time ago a reporter returned from Anacostia 

and s a i d there were severe f i r e s on Goodhope Road S.E. and Alabama Avenue S.E 

Did any of you go i n t o t h a t area? 

Mr. Vance: No I did not get to Anacostia. 

Mayor Washington: The l a s t report I had was that the s i t u a t i o n appeared to 

be under c o n t r o l but I did not observe t h i s myself. 

Question: We were t o l d a l l day t h a t there was nothing being destroyed over 

t h e r e . Mr*. Vance when did a l l t h i s happen i n Anacostia? 

Mayor Washington: I don't know. We received from people t h a t I had r e p o r t i n 

d i r e c t l y on t h a t , and I can check with our l i a i s o n , i n d i c a t e d t h a t there were 

sporadic i n c i d e n t s over there around 3 o'clock. We received some word that 

Wheeler Road had some burning and l o o t i n g - Goodhope Road had some. We did 

not t r a v e l t h e r e . On the b a s i s of r e p o r t s which we confirmed the are, of 

course, w i l l be under watch. . 



Question: I t was not nearly -jo severe a.: the a r e a on this aid-.- of the river? 

Mayor Washington: No. 

Question: Mayor can you give us an idea chronologically of when the troop a 

were called or when they were f i r at on the street? 

Mayor Washington: Well I can't quite give you that at this time. Mar. Murphy 

may. I t ' s a matter of requesting in terms of times and sequence actually 

involves several people and I wouldn't l i k e to pin i t down i n time except 

to say early in the afternoon. 

Question: How many confirmed in-.-ri are there air? 

Answer: Mr. Vance i s working on that and w i l l give you an answer on i t . • 

Question: Are there any deaths? 

Answer: There are four confirmed deaths in the l a s t two days. One death took 

place on Thursday, three took place on Friday, as a result of r i o t a c t i v i t y . 

I also understand that there was a fourth death on Friday but that was a result 

of a holdup and not aa a result of the r i o t . 

Question: Can you underline those for us s i r ? 

Answer: I cannot j u s t have those several figures at t h i s time. 

Questions: Do you have the names, do you have the circumstances surrounding? 

Mr. Vance: I don't have the circumstances here, as soon as we can get them 

we w i l l ; we'll get them to you. I j u s t simply don't have them. 

Question: How would you compare rate of destruction and personal injury to your 

recollection of Detroit? 

Answer: The rate of d e s t r u c t i o n was considerably less here than i t was in 

Detroit during a comparable period. The number of deaths i s much smaller. 

The number of f i r e s i s much smaller than i t was in-Detroit. 

Question: What i s the t o t a l number of f i r e s reported? 

Mr. Vance: I do not have them. 



Question: Has there been any deaths as a r e s u l t of them? 

Mr. Vance: Not to my knowledge. 

Question: What kind of tr o u b l e was i t i n Anacostia; what was the nature of i t ; 

was i t l o o t i n g or f i r e s or what? 

Mr. Vance: I do not have the f a c t s . T alk to the Mayor. 

Mayor Washington: I t r i e d to i n d i c a t e i t was the same kind of quick a c t i o n , which 

was l o o t i n g and f i r e s . But i t wasn't too bad on the r e p o r t , by the report we now 

have.;. I t r i e d to make a p o i n t , t h a t we r e l y on our information and f a c t f i n d e r s 

and guard our information i n respect to the nature of i t . We knew t h a t t h e r e 

were h e a v i l y h i t areas or areas we had t o take s p e c i a l precautions. We take 

s p e c i a l precautions throughout the e n t i r e c i t y and here we had a number of 

problems t h a t had to be worked out r a t h e r immediately because they were the 

more s e r i o u s i n a l l the re p o r t s we had. 



Question: Mr. Mayor does t h a t mean the s i t u a t i o n i s not under c o n t r o l at t h i s 

time? 

Answer: I wouldn't say t h a t . I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s got to be e n t i r e l y eliminated 

before I want to say t h a t i t i s i n t h a t condition, i t i s i n th a t p o s s i b i l i t y . 

We s t i l l have f i r e s and we s t i l l have some l o o t i n g . 

Question: As upon the troops t h a t have been sent into the s t r e e t s , what 

s p e c i f i c a l l y are they allowed to do and not allowed to do? 

Answer: I am not i n a p o s i t i o n t o respond to t h a t r i g h t now. 

Question: You r e f e r r e d to t h i s s i t u a t i o n as a matter, can you c h a r a c t e r i z e 

t h i s f u r t h e r , i s i t a r i o t , i s i t a di s o r d e r , what i s i t ? 

Answer: Well I would r a t h e r not t r y to c h a r a c t e r i z e i t . I t h i n k you. can 

p r e t t y w e l l see what i t i s . 

Question: Who decided to c a l l i n the troops? 

Answer: A d e c i s i o n was made on the b a s i s of Mr. Murphy and myself and Chief 

Layton and others who had checked the s i t u a t i o n . 



6 A p r i l - 11:25 

Press B r i e f i n g by Mr. Ben Lacy f o r Metro P o l i c e . i- ' '. -

Q. (couldn't hear) 

A. We hope e v e n u t a l l y t o get someone f o r you i n a very o f f i c i a l c a p a c i t y but 
I don't who i t would be. 

Q. (couldn't hear) 

A. None t h a t I know of. 

Q. I s the 6,000 f i g u r e c o r r e c t ? 

A. We are not p u t t i n g out a f i g u r e of troops, i t s i n a s t a t e of f l u x . We can 
get you a f i g u r e on troops l a t e r . VJithout t r y i n g to over emphacize i t 
rep o r t s t h a t there i s increased a c t i v i t y i n l o o t i n g are confirmed e s s e n t u a l l y 
there i s increased l o o t i n g a c t i v i t y . 

Q. When, today? 

. . Right now. 

Q. I n what areas? 

A. I can't t e l l what are a s , j u s t i n general. 

Q. • Do you have any f i r e f i g u r e s ? 
A. I don't have any f i r e f i g u r e s a t t h i s point but the main t h i n g t h a t i s 

i n c r e a s i n g i s the l o o t i n g . Apparently people are -coming back to loot 
the s t o r e s to get more. 

Q. I s the Mayor l e a v i n g the area tonight? 

A. The Mayor i s u p s t a i r s now g e t t i n g h i m s e l f b r i e f e d . 

Q. Can you t e l l us about the s i t u a t i o n i n gen e r a l , i s i t - g e t t i n g - b e t t e r ? i s i t 
g e t t i n g worse. 

A.i I t remains s e r i o u s . 



Q. Did the l o o t i n g i n c r e a s e w i t h i n the hour? 

A. I t ' s been going on a l l morning. I t has increased. 

Q. I s i t more s e r i o u s then yesterday? 

A. As you know things were quiet during the night. Things were and s t i l l 
a re r e l a t i v e l y under c o n t r o l . But t h i s morning l o o t i n g a c t i v i t y i s 
i n c r e a s i n g a f t e r a period of r e l a t i v e l y calm and a l u l l l a s t night. 

Q. (couldn't hear) 

A. I t ' s my understanding t h a t i t s not mainly new areas but areas t h a t have 
been looted before, w i t h people going back to those areas. 

Q. Do you have any a r r e s t f i g u r e s t h a t are being made? 

A. I have an a r r e s t f i g u r e as of 10:00 a.m., 2,123, we hope to get more new 
f i g u r e s f o r you. 

Q. Are those f i g u r e s f o r a l l areas? 

A. A l l r i o t connected. 

Q. What about i n j u r i e s ? 

A. The i n j u r e d f i g u r e t h a t I have i s 734. 

Q. As of 10:00 a.m. 

' A. No, as of 8:00 a.m. 

Q. Deaths (couldn't hear) 

A. Death remains r i o t connected. (Was not c l e a r ) 

Q. You're not counting the men th a t were wounded? 

A. No. 
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Q. There was another fa ta l i ty in robbery? 

A. There was a suicide and a robbery but I'm referring only to r iot 
connected. 

Q. . How many Army troops are in the area now? 

A. We are not putting out a figure on that now because i t ' s in a state of 
flux, there were some figures given last night but these changed and 
we are trying to arrive at a firm figure to release now. 

Q. I s there more being brought in? 

A. You know that a l i t t l e while ago I announced that the 82nd Airborne i s 
being deployed. I was not able to give you any figures on that and I 
s t i l l am not. 

Q. Are any provisions being made for these people who's grocery stores are 
being knocked out? 

A. I can't go into specifics on the program I can't t e l l you where people can 
go but we are setting up food dispersing centers. I understand the clergy 
in the ci ty are setting up food distributing points in the churches. 

Q. Who's setting up the food for persons in the area? 

A. I talked to several clergy who said their churches were very active in t h i s . 

Q, How many homeless? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Has the area of looting increased somewhat or is i t the same areas 
(couldn't hear) 

A. The intensidy has increased. 

Q. (couldn't hear) 
* 

A. Not sharply, I would say sharply i t s increased after a period of relative 
calm during the night> 



Q. At the same l e v e l i t was? 

A. I r e a l l y can't a c c u r a t e l y compare. 

. Q. What are the main areas t h a t we a r c r e c e i v i n g reports of increased looting? 

A. They are the same general areas where the i n t e n s i v e l o o t i n g has already 
taken place as I s a i d apparently people are going hack to continue doing 
l o o t i n g to s t o r e s t h a t have already been looted. 

Q. r e p o r t s (couldn't hear) 

A. There have been some s c a t t e r e d r e p o r t s t h a t I have heard on the radio 
as you have, but I have nothing d e f i n i t e . 

Q. I s the l e v e l of snipping going o f f ? 

A. I didn't know t h a t there was a l e v e l of snipping. 

Q. Do you have any report of (couldn't hear) 

A. .No I don't 

Q. I s there any p o s s i b i l i t y t hat a d a y l i g h t curfew w i l l be put i n t o e f f e c t ? 

A. Anything i s p o s s i b l e . 

Q. The r a d i o s are saying you can't get i n t o the D i s t r i c t ? 

A. As f a r as I know we are s t a y i n g w i t h our present LACY. No, we are s t a y i n g 
w i t h our present posture the present curfew. 

Q. (couldn't hear) 

A. They are deployed s t r a t e g i c a l l y according to the s i t u a t i o n . They are under 
a m i l i t a r y command which switch them were they are needed. 

Q. Mr. Ben Lacy, Does anyone have an s p e c i f i c s which I can r e l a y to get anf'ers? 



t • 6 A p r i l - 1200 iioon 

P r e s s B r i e f i n g by Mr. G i l b e r t Gimbal, Public A f f a i r s Director 

T h i s information i s i n response to s e v e r a l inquiries that have been made 

by members of the press f i r s t regards to the process of the progress of the 

cleaning up program of the D i s t r i c t ' s Department of Sanitary Engineering. 

The cleanup started today about 8:00 a.m. , the force numbered about 200 men 

with crews from the Department of Sanitary Engineering and Highways and 

T r a f f i c . About 4 0 trucks a r c being employed plus about 6 to 8 sweeper vehicles 

and 5 flushing trucks. The areas to be cleared were surveyed during the night 

and e a r l y morning before the crews were ordered into action, the p r i m a r y 

areas were in the downtown section on 11th, 7th, 14th streets N. W. and H Street 

N. E. The cleanup in the downtown ar e a i s nearly complete. The crews are 

now working i n the Anacostia area, their tasks include towing c a r s away, 

some of which were burned, sweeping up glass and getting debris out of the 

streets. There has been no problem of security for the cleanup crews, co

ordination with the police has been constant and they operate under police 

supervision. No incidents have been reported. The cooperation of a l l citizens 

i s requested to permit the cleanup to continue. A dangerous situation exists 

at the scene of some burned out buildings in some cases walls are left stand

ing i n a v e r y precarious condition. Surveys are in progress to permit working 

crews to tackle this problem.. A l l persons are cautioned to avoid such areas. 

We have been asked what are the current F e d e r a l Troop and National Guard 

strength now immediately available in the D i s t r i c t to a s s i s t c i v i l i a n o f f i c i a l s 

in maintaining law and order. Our latest reports show that there are ap-

proximately 8000 troops in Washington for this purpose. With regard to the 

status of the police forces 2,885 manned police force has been put on 12 hour 



shifts, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. , 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. , but there i s some 

overlap. A l l clays off have boon cancelled.As of 12:30 p. m. today there v/crc 

about 1400 men on duty. During the peak period l a s t night and early this 

morning, 17 00 were on duty, about the same number should be on duty to

night. The strength of the force i s 2,885 men, this is 214 under the authorized 

strength. The c i v i l disturbance unit has between 3 00 and 400 men on the street 

at a l l times. This i s included i n the total number on the street. 

A n inquiry has been made with regard to what i s the l e v e l of sniping activity. 

T here have been isolated reports, only two confirmed, sniping incidents. One 

in the a r e a of F i f t h and N Streets N . W. and the other near 8th and D Streets 

N. W. We have no reports of any i n j u r i e s . The two confirmed reports were 

today to my knowledge. 

Q. Where there a r r e s t s ? 

A . Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Has anyone been injured by any sniping a c t i v i t y ? 

A . Y\Tc haven't any report of injur y by any sniping activity. 

I nquiries made with regard to the curfews. The curfew has been imposed by 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, and i s designed to keep the streets clear during the 

specified hours 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 a.m. and should be s t r i c t l y observed by a l l 

persons. I t has come to the attention of D i s t r i c t o f f i c i a l s that reports have 

been made stating that passes may be issued to persons who need to be on 

the streets during curfew hours, such reports are incorrect, no passes are 

to bo issued, only authorized persons exempted under the curfew regulation 



may be on the streets during the curfew hours, except persons going to and 

from work w i l l be permitted to do so and law enforcement o f f i c e r s have been 

instructed to use their good judgment i n this regard. 

Q. A r e there any police downtown with bull horns telling people that the 

city i s off l i m i t s or anything l i k e that? 

A. Not to my knowledge. F r a n k l y , Gentlemen, I would l i k e to gather up 

information with response to s e v e r a l inquiries in addition to these and I'm 

trying to gather more. 

Q. I s 8th &; D Streets N. W . considered a downtown a r e a ? 

A. 8th & D Streets N . W . i s considered a downtown area. 

Q. Do you have any details ? 

A. I have no details. 

Mr. Gi l b e r t Gimbal reported at 2:20 p.m. tha.t new curfew hours would go 

into effect beginning at 4:00 p.m. today and lasting until 6:3 0 a.m. Sunday. 



A — i l 6 - 1620 

P r e s s B r i e f i n g by Colonel Geoi-ge Creel, Assistant Chief of Information for 
Department of the Army. 

I have j u s t passed out to you the instructions that have been given to a l l our 
troops i n the Washington area. I i n v i t e your attention to paragraph G of these 
instructions which w i l l a f t e r a number of questions that you have raised re
garding apprehension and detaining of people by m i l i t a r y personnel. I should 
l i k e to emphasize to you that these instructions are carried by each soldier 
and there has been a great deal of command emphasis on the part of General 
Hanes and General Milley to make sure that each soldier understands what he 
i s to do. 

Q. When were the troops giver, these instructions? 
A. These instructions are part of our standing operation procedure they have 

been i n the hands of troops for quite seme t i m e T h e y came here with thes 
instructions,- they are part of our training. They were not issued, the 
p o i n t i s , when they arrived on the scene. 

Q. I f the troops l a s t night were ignoring paragraph G, as some of them were 
with regard to giving reporters access to areas, what makes you believe 
that they might not need their memories refreshed about paragraph G and 
the other paragraphs? 

A. W e l l , a l l I can say i s that they have been given instructions. That i s 
a l l I have for now. 



MAYOR WASHINGTON'S PRESS BRIEFING - SATURDAY EVENING APRIL 6, 1968 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN'': AND CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

I 'M DELIGHTED TO BE ABLE TO REPORT THAT AT THIS TIME THE SITUATION 

WITH RESPECT TO OUR CITY IS IN MUCH BETTER SHAPE THAN IT WAS LAST 

NIGHT. POLICE CALLS ARE DOWN. THERE ARE NO MAJOR FIRES REPORTED AT 

THIS TIME. THE INCIDENT RATE HAS SHOWN A DOWNWARD TREND. THE STREETS 

ARE'CALM, BASED ON OUR REPORTS FROM THE TROOPS, POLICE AND OUR DEPUTY 

MAYOR, WHO HAS BEEN OUT IN THE STREETS FOR THE PAST TWO HOURS. AND 

WE ARE HAPPY TO SAY THAT THE STREETS ARE CALM AT THIS TIME. IT IS A 

LITTLE TO EARLY TO PREDICT WITHIN ANY CERTAINTY WHAT MAY JMPPEN THE REST 

OF THE NIGHT. BUT WE ARE HOPEFUL WE CAN RETAIN OUR POSITION. AND I 

WANTED TO MAKE THIS REPORT TO OUR CITIZENS. 

THERE HAS BEEN SOME QUESTION RAISED AND I WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO 

CLARIFY THE POSITION WITH RESPECT TO THE TROOPS. THE FINAL REQUEST FOR 

TROOPS WERE MADE ABOUT k P.M. ON FRIDAY, APRIL 5TH. PRIOR TO THAT TIME, 

STARTING LATE THURSDAY, SHORTLY WITHIN TWO OR THREE HOURS AFTER THE 

TRAGIC DEATH OF DOCTOR KING, AND MOVING MONDAY MORNING THROUGHOUT THE 

EARLY HOURS, DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE NEED TO CALL 

THE D.C. NATIONAL GUARD AND OTHER TROOPS, AND AS A RESULT OF THAT CON-

TINGENCE PLANNING WAS STARTED WITH THE GUARD. AT ABOUT 3 THESE DISCUSSIONS 

CONTINUED ON THE CONTINGENCY PLANNING, ABOUT 3 P.M. LEAVING FROM THE 

PENTAGON, DIRECTOR MURPHY, GENERAL HAINES, AND DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WARREN CHRISTOPHER MADE A FINAL ASSESSMENT, FROM THE FIELD, AND I MIGHT 

SAY THAT AT 12:30 THAT DAY, THE FIRST PHASE OF THE CALL ON THE D.C. 



NATIONAL GUARD WAS MADE AND THEY WERE PUT ON FEDERAL STATUS AT MY 

REQUEST. 

AT 3 P.M. THAT DAY, DIRECTOR MURPHY AND GENERAL HAINES AND AS I 

POINTED OUT WARREN CHRISTOPHER MADE A FINAL ASSESSMENT FROM THE FIELD 

AND CHIEF LAYTON MADE HIS FINAL ASSESSMENT FROM POLICE COMMUNICATIONS 

AT HEADQUARTERS AND AT k P.M. I MADE THE FORMAL REQUEST TO THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE UNITED STATES, THAT FEDERAL TROOPS BE EMPLOYED AS PROMPTLY AS 

POSSIBLE. BY 5:10 ON FRIDAY, THE FIRST TROOPS WERE ON THE STREETS, AFTER 

FIGHTING OUR HEAVY TRAFFIC. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY ONE WORD WHICH HAS BEEN ASKED WITH RESPECT TO CARE 

FOR FAMILIES. MANY OF OUR FAMILIES HAVE BEEN VICTIMIZED AND AT THIS TIME 

WORKING UNDER THE COORDINATION OF THE D.C. WELFARE DEPARTMENT, WE CAN 

REPORT THAT SOME 5,000 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN GIVEN AID SO FAR. THIS INCLUDES 

2,000 BASKETS OF FOOD, DESTRIBUTED BY THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, THRU THE 

FINE COOPERATION AND HELP OF REVEREND WILLIAM WEST OF SAINT STEPHENS AND 

MANY OTHER CHURCHES AND CHURCH LEADERS IN THIS CITY. FIVE-HUNDRED HOT 

LUNCHES HAVE BEEN SERVED, PLUS A 1 ,000 SANDWICHES, AND SEVERAL KETTLES 

OF WOUP TO THE PEOPLE AS THE NEED ARISES. 

THE QUESTION HAS DEVELOPED WITH RESPECT TO ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE SO FAR, 

AND I MUST INDICATE THAT IT IS SIMPLY NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR US TO MAKE 

THIS ESTIMATE. WE ARE WORKING IN CONNECTION WITH THE SMALL BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION TO DETERMINE THAT ESTIMATE. WE WOULD HOPE TO HAVE IT TO 

YOU JUST AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, BUT I'M SURE THAT YOU CAN RECOGNIZE WITH THE 

NATURE AND INTENSITY OF OUR EFFORTS TO BRING THE CITY INTO CALM THAT WE 

HAVE AT THIS POINT, THIS HAS TAKEN PRACTICALLY ALL OF OUR TIME. THERE 
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AEE SEVERAL QUESTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS WHICH I WOULD LIKE TO ASK OUR 

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE, MR. CYRUS VANCE TO HANDLE, QUESTIONS WHICH ARE 

I KNOW VERY MUCH ON YOUR MIND, SO I ASK MR. VANCE TO COME FORWARD AT 

THIS TIME. 

THANK YOU MAYOR. 

MR. VANCE. AT THIS TIME THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 11,600 FEDERAL TROOPS 

AND NATIONAL GUARDSMAN IN THE CITY. I MIGHT SAY I PERSONALLY FEEL THAT 

IT IS A TREMENDOUS ACHIEVEMENT TO HAVE MOVED ALMOST 12,000 TROOPS WITH 

THEIR EQUIPMENT, INTO THE CITY IN A SPACE OF LESS THAN 36 HOURS, WHILE 

AT THE SAME TIME TROOPS WERE BEING MOVED ELSWHERE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

WITH RESPECT TO ARRESTS. THE ARRESTS NOW STAND AT A FIGURE OF 3,263-

I WOULD BEFORE ANSWERING QUESTIONS, MERELY LIKE TO SAY THAT I AM ALSO 

ENCOURAGED BY THE DIFFERENCE OF THE SITUATION TONIGHT AS COMPARED LAST 

NIGHT. AS THE MAYOR SAID IT IS TO EARLY TO SAY WHAT THE BALANCE OF THE 

EVENING WILL BRING, BUT IT IS ENCOURAGING TO SEE THE MARK OF IMPROVEMENT 

OVER LAST NIGHT. I ' D BE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE, 

OR YOU MAY WISH TO PUT QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR OR MR. MURPHY. 

QUESTION: ANYTHING ON SNIPER FIRE MR. VANCE? 

ANSWER: I KNOW OF TWO ALLEDGED INCIDENTS OF SNIPER FIRE. 

QUESTION: TODAY? 

ANSWER: NO, DURING THE WHOLE TIME, NEITHER OF THOSE INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN 

CONFIRMED. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: THERE ARE FOUR CONFIRMED DEATHS AS A RESULT OF THE RIOTING. 

CAN'T GIVE YOU ANY DETAILS, BUT COMMISSIONER MURPHY COULD GIVE YOU THE 

DETAILS I F YOU LIKE. 
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QUESTION: MR. VANCE, WE HAD TWO CONFIRMED SNIPERS AT ABOUT 2 O'CLOCK. 

ALSO THERE WAS ONE ARREST TONIGHT. 

ANSWER: I HADN'T IffiARD ABOUT TONIGHT NOR HAD I HEARD ABOUT THE OTHER, 

I F I AM IN ERROR, I APOLOGIZE, BUT I HAD NOT HEARD THAT THERE WERE 

ANY CONFIRMED SNIPER INCIDENTS. 

QUESTION: MR. VANCE HOW DOES THE COORDINATION OF THE FEDERAL TROOPS AND 

NATIONAL GUARDSMEN AND POLICE COMPARE HERE WITH DETROIT LAST SUMMER? 

ANSWER: LET ME SAY TilAT COORDINATION I FERE IG EXCELLENT. THE TROOPS, 

BOTH FEDERAL AND NATIONAL GUARD HAVE WORKED VERY CLOSELY AND WITH COMPLETE 

HARMONY WITH THE POLICE. THE LIAISON HAS BEEN EXCELLENT AND I AM VERY 

PLEASED AND PROUD TO SEE HOW WELL I T I S WORKING. THE LIAISON WORKED WELL, 

THE COOPERATION WAS GOOD IN DETROIT AND I DON'T L I K E TO MAKE COMPARISONS 

BETWEEN THE TWO. 

QUESTION: AP AND UPI REPORTED THAT THE DISTURBANCES ARE JUST ABOUT OVER. 

THEY SAY I T WILL BE OVER BY TOMORROW. I S THAT YOUR IMPRESSION. 

ANSWER: I PRAY THAT THAT'S THE CASE. 

QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS NOW TO REMOVE THE FEDERAL TROOPS. 

ANSWER: WE HAVE NO PLANS TO REMOVE ANY FEDERAL TROOPS AT THIS TIME. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: YES, OBVIOUSLY, THERE HAVE BEEN CASES WHERE LOOTERS HAVE NOT BEEN 

APPREHENDED, BUT LET NO ONE BE MISTAKEN, LOOTING I S NOT AND WILL NOT BE 

CONDONED OR IGNORED. IN A SITUATION SUCH AS THIS, GOOD JUDGEMENT I S 

ESSENTIAL TO SAVE LIVES AND BRING ABOUT PROMPT END TO LAWLESSNESS AND 

DISORDER. IN MY OPINION, METROPOLITIAN POLICE, THE FEDERAL TROOPS AND 

THE NATIONAL GUARD ARE CARRYING OUT THEIR VERY DIFFICULT ASSIGNMENT 



EFFECTIVELY AND WITH DISTINCTION. 

QUESTION: MR. VANCE NOT AUDIBLE. 

QUESTION REFERRED TO THE MAYOR. 

MAYOR: YES, I WANT TO SAY IN THE BACKGROUND OF THAT QUESTION THAT 

I'M IN PERFECT ACCORD WITH A, AND WE HAVE WORKED JOINTLY ON THE MATTER 

OF LOOTING AND CERTAINLY IT IS NOT GOING TO BE IGNORED OR CONDONED. 

THIS OF COURSE, DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF WHAT WE DO TO REHABILITATE 

AND WHAT WE DO TO PLAN PROGRAMS. I THINK THE MATTER OF TENSIONS IN THE 

CITY ARE A MATTER OF PROGRAMMING. I THINK THAT THESE ARE MATTERS WHICH 

WE IN WASHINGTON ARE WELL ADVANCED. WE ARE PLANNING TO OPEN AS MANY 

SCHOOLS, AND RECREATION FACILITIES AS POSSIBLE. THE PROGRAM IS WELL 

ADVANCED IN THIS AREA. WE ARE ABOUT READY TO FUND I T . WE BELIEVE THAT 

IN THE AREA OF MANPOWER, WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED A NEW APPROACH. WE 

BELIEVE BY BRINGING IN PROGRAMS THAT DEAL WITH HARD CORE EMPLOYMENTS 

WHERE AS A MATTER OF FACT THE TRAINING AS IT STARTS WILL BE RELAVENT TO 

THE SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT. WE WILL OPEN WITHIN A MATTER OF THREE WEEKS 

THE FIRST CENTER WHICH WILL INVOLVE 1,400 JOBS IN THE AREA OF ECONOMY 

DEVELOPMENT. PARTICULARLY WITH A STRESS ON OWNERSHIP AND EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES WHICH WE HAVE EXCELLENT PROGRAMS WHICH I THINK WILL BE 

FIELDED AND STAGED WITHIN A MATTER OF WEEKS. THE WHOLE MATTER OF SUMMER 

EMPLOYMENT WE HAVE WELL UNDERWAY. WE EXPECT TO HAVE UPWARD OF 10,000 

JOBS, AS A MATTER OF FACT I T ' S CLOSER TO 12,000 AS A RESULT OF COMMTTTMSNT 

ON THURSDAY, ITSELF. WE THINK THAT A MATTER OF PLANNING TO PREVENT 

TENSIONS IS NOT SIMPLY A MATTER FOR THE SUMMER. OUR PLANNING IS IN TOTAL 

FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR INVOLVING BROAD RANGE OF EDUCATION,RECREATION, EMPLOYMENT, 



MANPOWER AND OTHER PROGRAMS THAT TRULY WILL SEEK TO MEET TIER NEED 

AT THE DOOR-STEP OF THE FAMILIES THAT ARE INVOLVED. I THINK THAT 

' i ' l ! I T ! I S THE ANSWER. 

QUESTION: MR. MAYOR, DO YOU HAVE, OR DOES ANYONE HERE HAVE ANY ESTIMATES 

O F HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE TAKEN PART IN THE DEMONSTRATION IN T H E PAST T i iRi iUi 

DAYS? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE SOME FIGURES, BUT I WOULD NOT WISH TO GIVE T H E M TO YOU 

A T T i l T S T . I . H K , THEIR S T I . I . i , I MEMO PLOTTED AND I UNDERSTAND WE C,v . ' A 3r?i' i V 

FIGURES WIT NOT ABLE TO l u i L u ON THEM. WE WILL HAVE TifEM FOR YOU M l O W - J n . 

UNIJ3SS SOMEONE HERE HAS A RECENT FIGURE. 

QUESTIONS REFERRED TO M R . VANCE. 

QUESTION: MR. VANCE, T H E PRESIDENT HAS ORDERED FIVE THOUSAND TROOPS TO 

CHICAGO, T1CE GOVERNOR O F MARYLAND HAS ALSO NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: NO I'VE RECEIVED WORD THAT 5,000 TROOPS HAD B E E N O R D E R E D I N T O 

DETROIT, BUT' I TOOK NO PART IN THE DECISION, I DO NOT BELIEVE T i l A T T R O O P . ! 

HAVE BEEN SENT INTO BALTIMORE, NOR DO I BELIEVE THAT ANY REQUEST i l A S B ' t i f i i 

MADE FOR TROOPS. 

t.'.UESTION: DO YOU KNOW I P M R . 3T0CKLEY CARMICHAEL I S S T I L L I K V U L S 

AND DOES THE GOVERNMENT HAVE ANY POSITION IN HIS REGARD FOR HIS ROLE IK 

ALL TILTS. 

ANSWER: I DO NOT KNOW THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION I S AND I DO NOT KNOW 

WHETER HE I S IN THE CITY OR NOT. 

QUESTION. NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: THERE ARE AT THIS TIME, ABOUT I BELIEVE 9,000 TROOPS IN THE CITY 

AND IN ENVIRONMENT. THE RESERVE TROOPS ARE ALSO IN AREAS IMMEDIATELY 

ADJACENT TO THE CITY, BUT T THINK IN THE CONTEXT OF YOTJR QUESTION T H E R E 

ARE AT THIS POINT APPROXIMATELY Ll , 6 0 0 TROOPS IN THE CITY OR ItCCTPXATELY 

AROUND TT. < 



QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

NO, I CAN'T MY PARTICIPATION, DID NOT START UNTIL I ARRIVED HERE AT 

ABOUT 5:30 ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, AND I SIMPLY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE 

ACTUAL TROOPS DEVELOPMENT WERE PRIOR TO THE TIME I ARRIVED. 

QUESTION: WHAT KIND OF ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING MADE TO 3I0UAC THESE 

TROOPS I F THEY HAVE TO SAY ANY EXTENDED PERIOD? 

ANSWER: THEY ARE BIVOUACED IN TENTS, SOME ARE BIVOUACED IN SCHOOLS, 

SOME ARE AT PLACES L I K E PORT MYER, FORT MC NAXR, I T VARIES WITH THE 

PARTICULAR UNIT. 

QUESTION: MR. VANCE, HAS THE TECHNOLOGY WITH WORKING WITH THE RIOTING 

IMPROVED SINCE THE LAST TIME YOU WORKED WITH I T ? 

ANSWER: YES, I THINK THE TECHNOLOGY HAS IMPROVED. I THINK THAT LESSONS 

HAVE BEEN LEARNED AS A RESULT OF THE RIOTS LAST SUMMER. THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENTS OF THE VARIOUS CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AND THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THE VARIOUS STATES HAVE LEARNED 

LESSONS FROM THESE RIOTS AND PUT THEM TO EFFECT, BOTH THEIR TRAINING AND 

THEIR COORDINATION AMONG THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS REQUIRED TO COPE WITH THE 

RIOT SITUATION. 

QUESTION: WOULD YOU SAY THAT INCLUDED A GREAT DEAL MORE RESTRAINT IN THE 

USE OF F I R E ARMS IN THIS SITUATION THAN IN COMPARISON WITH THE PAST ONES? 

ANSWER: YES I THINK I T DOES. 

QUESTION: ARE THERE BULLETS IN THE WEAPONS THAT THEY ARE CARRYING? 

ANSWER: THE SOLDIERS DO NOT HAVE BULLETS CHAMBERED IN THEIR WEAPONS. 

THEY HAVE AMMUNITION ON THEM, EVERY ONE OF THEM DOES, BUT I T I S KEPT IN 

A POUCH ON THE SOLDIER AND I T WILL NOT BE FIRED EXCEPT UPON THE ORDER OF 

AN OFFICER OR I F THERE I S NOT AN OFFICER ON THE ORDER OF A NON COMMISSIONED 



OFFICER. 

QUESTION: THE NUMBER OF ARRESTS HAVE GROWN SHARPLY, WHAT DID YOU DO 

DIFFERENTLY TODAY THAT YOU HAD NOT DONE THE PREVIOUS TWO DAYS? 

ANSWER: SHARP INCREASE IN THE ARRESTS HAVE COME ABOUT LARGELY THE 

RESULT OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF CURFEW ARRESTS THIS EVENING. I GATHER 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF ^SOMETHING. THIS SHARPLEY INCREASED XT. I MIGHT 

SAY IN TALKING ABOUT ARRESTS I T I S INTERESTING TO MAKE A COMPARISON OF 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED HERE AND SAY FOR INSTANCE NEWARK. HERE IN A SPACE OF 

TWO DAYS THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 3,200 WHILE IN NEWARK DURING A FIVE DAY 

PERIOD THERE WERE 1,510 ARREST. 

QUESTION. IN AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: I CANNOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION, PERHAPS SOMEONE ELSE CAN. I DID 

NOT HEAR THE QUESTION, I F I T ' S ON JUVENILLES, THE JUVENILLES ARE BEING 

RELEASED TO PARENTS, SO WE DON'T HAVE ANY ACCURATE TABULATION OF THE 

NUMBER OF JUVENILLE ARRESTS FOR THIS PERIOD. THE NUMBERS GIVEN BY MR. 

VANCE 3,200 HUNDRED ARRESTS ARE ADULT ARRESTS. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: SOME HAVE POSTED COLLATERAL, SOME HAVE BEEN PRESENTED IN THE 

COURT, SOME HAVE BEEN RELEASED ON PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE, SOME ON BOND, 

AS THE CASE MAY BE. AND SOME ARE S T I L L BEING DETAINED TO BE PROCESSED 

THRU THE COURTS AND OUR PRECINTS AND STATION HOUSES AND IN THE CELL BLOCK 

AT THE COURTS. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: I DON'T HAVE AN EXACT TIME. NOT EARLY I WOULD SAY NOT BEFORE 

FIVE O'CLOCK I S MY RECOLLECTION. I WOULD NOT SAY THAT WOULD BE AN EXACT 

TIME. MY RECOLLECTION WOULD BE NOT BEFORE FIVE O'CLOCK. 
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QUESTION: WERE ALL THE TROOPS HERE AS EAR AS YOU CAN REMEMBER BEFORE 

FIVE O'CLOCK. 

ANSWER: THAT'S MY RECOLLECTION. 

QUESTION: CHIEF WOULD YOU SAY THE CITY I S SECURED. 

ANSWER: I WOULDN'T CATEGORIZE I T AS BEING SECURE. AS MAYOR WASHINGTON 

HAS INDICATED AND WE HAVE DISCUSSED THIS EARLIER FROM OUR REVIEW OF THE 

SITUATION ON THE STREET I T I S VERY CALM. THERE ARE VERY FEW PEOPLE MOVING. 

ALMOST NO PEOPLE. THE NUMBER OF CALLS FOR POLICE SERVICE OR REPORTS OF 

VIOLENCE BREAKING OR LOOTING THAT SORT OF THING HAVE BEEN REDUCED 

TREMENDOUSLY. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANDWER: I DOUBT, I WOULD SAY NO, I WOULD SAY THE GREAT MAJORITY THOUGH 

HAVE BEEN NEGRO. 

QUESTION: WHY HAS THE ACTION DROPPED. 

ANSWER: A NUMBER OF THINGS AND YOU HAVE MENTIONED MOST OF THEM. I THINK 

THE CURFEW AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE CURFEW CERTAINLY HAD AN EFFECT. 

WHEN THE CURFEW WAS PUT INTO EFFECT YESTERDAY I T TOOK A PERIOD OF TIME TO 

GET THIS INFORMATION OVER TO CITIZENS WHO WERE ALREADY ON THE STREET. 

TODAY WE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE CURFEW AND BE MORE 

EFFECTIVE I N THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THAT CURFEW. THE PRESENCE OF TROOPS IN 

LARGE NUMBERS ADDED TO THE MANPOWER TO HELP IN THE ENFORCEMENT. SO ALL 

THOSE ARE FACTORS IN REDUCING THE SITUATION THAT WE HAVE AT THE PRESENT 

TIME. 

QUESTION: COULD YOU OR PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR MURPHY GIVE US SOME IDEA 

OF THE CURFEW SITUATION. WE WERE TOLD THE CURFEW NOT AUDIBLE. HOW LONG 

DO YOU INTEND TO MAINTAIN THE FOUR O'CLOCK CURFEW. 

ANSWER: I T S BEEN OUR FEELING SINCE LAST NIGHT THAT THE CURFEW I S A VERY 



EFFECTIVE MECHANISM AND TO GIVE YOU A FEW STATISTICS THAT SUPPORT THAT 

FEELING DURING THE TWO HOUR PERIOD FROM 5:30 to 7:30 P.M. TONIGHT, WHILE 

WE WERE MAKING 170 CURFEW ARRESTS I T WAS NECESSARY TO MAKE ONLY SEVEN 

BURGLARY TOO LOOTING ARRESTS IN THE TWO HOUR PERIOD FROM 7:30 to 9:30, 

WHILE WE MADE 433 CURFEW ARRESTS I T WAS NECESSARY TO MAKE ONLY 9 BURGLARY 

TOO LOOTING ARRESTS. WE BELIEVE THAT THE USE OF THE CURFEW REGULATION 

HAS BEEN QUITE EFFECTIVE IN PREVENTING LOOTING. 

QUESTION: WE HEARD SOME COMPLAINTS FROM MERCHANTS THAT THEIR STORES 

ARE NOT BEING PROPERLY PROTECTED. THEY FEEL THE POLICE WERE ORDERED TO 

TAKE TO DELICATE A POSITION AND WERE TREATING THE PEOPLE WHO WERE MAKING 

THE DISTURBANCES WITH KID GLOVES. WHAT I S YOUR ANSWER TO THAT CHARGE. 

ANSWER: MY ANSWER TO THAT I S THAT I TAKE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 

DECISION AT SHORTLY AFTER 9 0 1 CLOCK ON THURSDAY NIGHT TO WITHDRAW SOME 

OFFICERS FROM THE VICINITY OF 14TH STREET AND "U" BECAUSE I FELT THEY WERE 

PERSONALLY ENDANGERED AND MIGHT FIND I T NECESSARY TO USE FIREARMS TO 

PROTECT THEMSELVES. I WITHDREW THEM FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME UNTIL WE 

COULD MOBILIZE SUFFICIENT STRENGTH TO BEGIN THE MOVEMENT INTO THAT AREA 

AND BEGIN MAKING ARRESTS. 

QUESTION: MR. VANCE, DO WE KNOW WHETER ANY FEDERAL TROOPS OR FEDERALIZED 

GUARDS (TROOPERS) HAS HAD TO F I R E A WEAPON OTHER THAN THE ONE'S DISCHARGING 

GAS. 

ANSWER: THE BEST INFORMATION I HAVE I S THAT NO FEDERAL TROOPER OR NATIONAL 

GUARDSMAN HAS FIRED A WEAPON OTHER THAN ONE DISCHARGING GAS. LET ME SAY I 

WANT TO CORRECT A MIS -STATEMENT I MADE, THE DEPUTY MAYOR POINTED OUT I 

REFERRED TO TROOPS BEING SENT TO DETROIT, I MEANT TO SAY CHICAGO. 

QUESTION: THERE WILL BE A CURFEW AGAIN TOMMORROW, WE CAN ASSUME. 

ANSWER: WITH RESPECT TO THE CURFEW TOMMORROW AND TTME OF I T , WE WILL 
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BE ASSESSING THIS THRU THE NIGHT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE NOT ONLY THE 

TIME BUT THE NEED AT THIS POINT FROM WHAT WE CAN SEE THERE WILL BE A 

CURFEW. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF I T TODAY HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT I T I S A 

TOOL THAT CAN EFFECTIVELY OPERATE THE PROBLEMS I THINK WE HAVE BEFORE 

US WHICH WE WANT TO COMPLETELY ASSESS THRU THE EVENING AND THE EARLY 

MORNING I S ACTUALLY THE TIME WHETHER OR NOT WE'LL GO BACK TO THE 5:30 

to 6:30 WE WILL HAVE AN EARLY ANNOUNCEMENT, BUT WE EXPECT AT THIS POINT 

TO HAVE A CURFEW. THE ONLY PROBLEM I S TIME. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: WE WOULD HOPE THAT AS MANY PEOPLE AND WE'RE TAKING DUE COGNIZANCE 

OF THIS WILL BE ABLE TO GO TO CHURCH AND THE MEMORIAL SERVICE AS POSSIBLE 

CONSISTENT WITH SAFETY AND WELFARE OF ALL OF THE CITIZENS. WE CERTAINLY 

WANT TO OBSERVE AND MEMORIALIZE DOCTOR KING TOMMORROW AND I WOULD HOPE 

THAT AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE COULD ATTEND THE SERVICES, AND BEYOND THAT 

ATTEND CHURCH. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: THE DETAILS CONCERNING THE DEATHS ARE AS FOLLOWS. THERE HAS NOT 

BEEN A FATALITY IN MORE THAN 24 HOUS. THE SIX DEATHS WHICH ARE LISTED AS 

BEING RELATED IN SOME WAY TO THE RIOT CONSIST OF TWO DEATHS IN WHICH POLICE 

WERE INVOLVED. THE ONE DEATH CLASSIFIED AS ACCIDENTAL RESULTING FROM THE 

DISCHARGE OF THE REVOLVER OF AN OFFICER WHO WAS HOLDING LOOTERS AT BAY. 

THE OTHER DEATS INVOLVED THE USE OF FIREARMS BY AN OFFICER IN PROTECTING 

HIMSELF. THE OTHER DEATH RELATED TO A F I R E . A PERSON WOUND WITH A THROAT 

WOUND AND ANOTHER CASE IN WHICH A MAN WAS PRONOUNCED DEAD AT A HOSPITAL 

IN FAIRFAX, THIS CASE I S S T I L L UNDER INVESTIGATION, WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE 

TO ESTABLISH ALL OF THE DETAILS OF THAT INCIDENT. THERE I S NO EVIDENCE 

THAT ANY POLICE OFFICER WAS INVOLVED WITHIN THE DISTRICT WITH THE MEN WHO WERE 
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IN THE AUTOMOBILE IN WHICH THE VICTIM WAS RIDING. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: WE ARE LISTING A TOTAL OF SIX AS BEING RELATED TO THE RIOT. 

I MENTIONED A PERSON KILLED IN A F I R E . THE FIRST DEATH WAS ON, WAS THE 

ONE IN WHICH THE GENTLEMAN WAS PRONOUNCED DEAD IN FAIRFAX VIRGINIA. 

THE TWO CASES INVOLVING THE POLICE OFFICERS. A MAN WAS KILLED BY A 

CITIZEN UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES INDICATING THAT THE VICTIM WAS HOLDING UP 

THE CITIZEN AND A MAN WAS FOUND DEAD WITH A THROAT WOUND. I S THAT S I X , 

I BELIEVE. 

QUESTION: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: YES, I T WAS IN SOUTHEAST AT PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

QUESTION: DO YOU UNDERSTAND THIS MAN KILLED BY THE CITIZEN THAT YOU 

MENTIONED, I S THIS RELATED TO THE RIOTING OR DID I T JUST SIMPLY OCCUR 

AT THE SAME TIME. 

ANSWER: I T OCCURRED DURING THE PERIOD OF THE RIOT BUT IT S RELATIONSHIP 

TO THE RIOT I S NOT COMPLETE. 

QUESTION: AND WE WERE TOLD EARLIER TODAY THAT IN THE CASE OF THE THROAT 

WOUND THERE WAS SOME REASON NOT AUDIBLE. 

QUESTIONS: NOT AUDIBLE. 

ANSWERS: NOT AUDIBLE. 

QUESTION: MR. MAYOR WHAT PLANS HAVE YOU MADE TO REBUILD THE DAMAGE NOT 

AUDIBLE. 

ANSWER: I THINK WE'VE COME DOWN TO THE WIRE AND I WANT TO THANK ALL OF 

YOU FOR BEING PATIENT AND WORKING WITH A VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION AS WE 

HAVE HAD TO DO I T , WE'RE GETTING A LITTLE FRAYED, I MEAN BY THAT, TIRED. 

BY THE COURSE OF EVENTS WE'RE ON TOP OF THEM WE'RE WORKING TO CALM THE CITY. 
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WE HAVE SEVERAL PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT LOOKING THE SMALL BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION, SEVERAL FEDERAL AGENCIES THAT ARE WORKING INDEPENDENTLY 

TO CONSIDER ASPECTS OF REBUILDING. I MUST FRANKLY SAY TO YOU AT THIS 

TIME THAT OUR GREATEST EFFORT IS IN BRINGING THE CALM THAT EXISTS AT 

THIS MOMENT TO THE CITY FAR GREATER THAN REBUILDING WHICH I THINK WILL 

MOVE EXPEDITIOUSLY AS SOON AS WE CAN BE ASSURED WE'RE AT THAT POINT. 

I THANK YOU. 
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M r . Gilbert Gimbel - Public Affairs Officer, Department of Police 

I have an announcement concerning the curfew. Because of the heavy 
traffic and the large number of citizens on the streets,a decision has 
been made to padobiisximpose the same curfew rules which were in 
effect yesterday. 

This means the curfew wil l go into effect at 4:00 p . m . and wil l remain 
in effect until 6:30 a. m. tomorrow. A l l other restrictions and prohibi 
previously announced w i l l continue. 



Mr. Hechinger's announcement re Stores Open - 1320 p.m. , A p r i l 7, 1968 

Due to the shortage of foodstuffs caused by the destruction of many 
food stores since Thursday afternoon, Safeway stores have with great 
public s p i r i t agreed to open eight stores nearest the hardest hit areas 
today, Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to curfew. 

Tremendous effort has gone into bringing personnel to these stores 
on Sunday. Adequate police and army protection i s provided. Before 
announcing the addresses of those Safeway stores now open, I would like 
to priase the business community for despite the tremendous losses that 
have occurred, store owners and executives are gathering today to aid 
in whatever way possible the innocent v i c t i m s v/ho have been inconvenienced 
by the destruction of stores providing essential s e r v i c e s . The Mayor i s 
working today with the Urban Coallition, which includes business leaders, 
to the end of a paining r e l i e f to those who suffered damage. We are most 
concerned that those who have been damaged know that every effort w i l l 
be bent to quickly return the community to normal. Again, Safeway stores 
at eight locations w i l l be open today, Sunday, from 1:00 p. m. to curfew. 
The Safeway stores open today w i l l be: 

12th & F Streets, N. W . 
14th & U Streets, N. W. 
18th & Columbia Road, N.W. 
Georgia Avenue & Randolph Street, N. W. 
6th & 8th Streets, N. E. 
14th & Kentucky Avenue, S. E. 
Good Hope Road & Naylor Road, S. E. 
4th & M Streets, S. W. 

The aforementioned Safeway stores w i l l be open today, Sunday, 
from 1:00 p.m. to curfew. 
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Mr. Gimble's Update on S t a t i s t i c s 1 on A r r e s t s , etc. 1400 p.m. , A p r i l 7, 1968 

The latest a r r e s t figures as of noon, 4,233 -- total number arrested. 
In the two-hour period preceding noon - 33 persons were arrested. Of the 
total, 919 were charged with looting and 2, 083 had been charged with curfew 
violations. As of 12:00 noon, the total number of persons i n j u r e d was 894; 
of these, 843 were citizens -- 33 police were injured, 18 firemen and 4 
m i l i t a r y personnel. 

You've asked whether federal offices w i l l be open on Monday, decisions 
on federal offices, schools and other governmental operations w i l l be made 
later in the day. We w i l l advise you as soon as those decisions have been 
made. We have no other information excepting that the city government 
previously expressed the hope that r e t a i l stores in the D i s t r i c t w i l l open 
for business on Monday. 

We wish to c l a r i f y the number of deaths involved. This has been 
made definite that there have been s i x deaths in connection with the 
disturbances. There have been two deaths that arc considered probable 
or possible in connection with the disturbances. In addition to the six. 
In addition, to these eight, there have been three other homicides that 
haveio connection with the disturbances. 

Some inquiries were made with regard to an area which yesterday 
had been sealed off to the public and the press. This i s an area bounded by 
6th and 11th Streets, N. W. , and K and Rhode Island Avenue, N. W. This 
area i s s t i l l sealed off for reasons of public safety and welfare; reasons 
being that this d i s t r i c t i s tearing down damaged buildings in the area and 
it would be unsafe to allow t r a f f i c through there. There are two check 
points, 11th & P, and 6th & O, where in cases of emergency persons may 
be allowed to go into the area after checking. 

Other questions have been raised whether Prince George County 
police have aided D. C. police in the sniping incident yesterday. We are 
unable to determine from the limited information that was given to use on 
this question, and i f there i s any further information, we w i l l t r y to run 
down some more, run kt down further. 



One l a s t announcement, W i l l i a m C a l o m i r i s , P r e s i d e n t of M e t r o 
pol i t a n Washington B o a r d of T r a d e , recommended that as f a r a s p o s s i b l e , 
b u s i n e s s be conducted on a n o r m a l b a s i s tomorrow. A number of m a j o r 
downtown r e a l t o r s have i n f o r m e d Mr. C a l o m i r i s that they w i l l be open 
u n t i l 4:00 o'clock, 4:00 p.m. , tomorrow. T h i s e a r l y c l o s i n g w i l l p e r m i t 
c u s t o m e r s and employees to o b s e r v e any need f o r l e a v i n g e a r l y of i f the 
c u r f e w , w h i c h has been imposed today f o r that t i m e , w h i c h , of c o u r s e , 
i s s u b j e c t to change. The c u r f e w o r d e r w h i c h has been i s s u e d today i s to 
r e m a i n i n e f f e c t u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . T h u s , the s t o r e s have planned to 
r e m a i n open u n t i l 4:00 o'clock. I w i s h to point out that the c u r f e w hour 
w i l l be r e s e t as time goes on, however, the o f f i c i a l r e g u l a t i o n adopted today 
does c a l l f o r a 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. c u r f e w u n t i l f u r t h e r i o t i c e . 

Mr. C a l o m i r i s s t r e s s e d the fine cooperation r e n d e r e d by most 
b u s i n e s s e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ; two l o c a l o f f i c i a l s d u r i ng t h i s t r o u b l e d weekend 
and complimented those a s s i s t i n g a g e n c i e s p r o v i d i n g food, m e d i c a l a i d , 
and housing to r e s i d e n t s of s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d a r e a s . 

- END -



Mr. G i m b l c ' s Update on S t a t i s t i c s ' on A r r e s t s , etc. 1633 P.M. , A p r i l 7, 1968 

A s of 2:00 P. M. today the t o a l of n u m b e r of p e r s o n s t r e a t e d at l o c a l 
h o s p i t a l s f o r i n j u r i e s number 929, of these 866 w e r e c i t i z e n s , 40 w e r e 
p o l i c e m e n , 18 f i r e m e n , and 5 m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l . I t i s e s t i m a t e d by p o l i c e , 
b a s e d on r e p o r t s we've seen, that 80 to 9 0 % of a l l p e r s o n s i n j u r e d , have been 
t r e a t e d and r e l e a s e d without any h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n . The t o t a l number of f i r e s 
r e p o r t e d a s of 2:50 P. M. today, amounted to 706, no m a j o r new f i r e s w e r e r e p o r t e d 
today. The t o t a l number of i n c i d e n t s c a l l e d to p o l i c e , f r o m midnight to noon 
today amounted to 134. A t o t a l of 4,266 p e r s o n s have been a r r e s t e d as of 
2:00 P. M. today, f r o m the s t a r t of the d i s t r u b a n c e , of t h i s t o t a l , 9 3 3 w e r e 
c h a r g e d w i t h looting. 2, 083 w e r e c h a r g e d w i t h c u r f e w v i o l a t i o n s , 706 have 
been charged w i t h d i s o r d e r l y conduct and the r e m a i n d e r have been charged 
w i t h v a r i o u s other offenses. 

I n q u r y was made e a r l i e r w i t h r e s p e c t to what steps a r e being taken 
by the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government, w i t h r e s p e c t to any health and s a f e t y 
p r o b l e m s i n the d i s t r u b a n c e a r e a . A t t h i s time the v a r i o u s a p p r o p r i a t e 
d e p a r t m e n t s a.nd a g e n c i e s of the D i s t r i c t G o v e r n ment have teams i n the f i e l d 
s u r v e y i n g the a r e a s f o r d e t e r m i n a t i o n of what h e a l t h and s a f e t y steps may be 
n e c e s s a r y . F u r t h e r r e p o r t s w i l l be coming to you i n some time. 



Statements by Mayor Washington and members of the Urban C o a l i t i o n , 7:12 p.m., A p r i l 7,19'^ 

Mayor Washington: Ladies and Gentlemen and c i t i z e n s , I have e a r l i e r t h i s afternoon 
made a round of the c i t y and from a l l the reports the matters were s e t t l i n g 
down. We were i n the area of having a number of humans problems with respect to 
people i n need, there were food problems, problems of s h e l t e r developing I was able 
to see some of those problems we're f a c i n g immediately. Some employment problems. 
These tours were made preparatory to a meeting t o which I have j u s t concluded. I t 
was c a l l e d by the Urban C o a l i t i o n . A group of dedicated c i t i z e n s representing a l l 
s e c t o r s of the community who f o r the l a s t two days have been p u l l i n g together as 
many resources as po s s i b l e t o t r y and meet the human needs that are involved i n our 
c i t y . I am g r a t e f u l f o r the f a c t t h a t so many people were able t o go to church today. 
G r a t e f u l f o r the f a c t t h a t many of the troops were able to attend church s e r v i c e s . 
Moreover, I am g r a t e f u l f o r the f a c t t h a t many of our c i t i z e n s have been working i n the 
i n t e r e s t of other c i t i z e n s and I have some of them here. That w i l l be re p o r t i n g t o 
you on what i s beeing done i n your c i t y and i n our c i t y to meet the food, housing, 
s h e l t e r , emergency employment and we have even had d i f f i c u l t problems with respect 
to the f a c t t h a t people are without cash and a committee and a fund i s being 
developed f o r t h a t . I would l i k e to say before introducing these c i t i z e n s that I 
am g r a t e f u l f o r the cooperation of the National Guard with our p o l i c e i n moving to 
r e s t o r e order. I am al s o g r a t e f u l f o r the f a c t that at the moment a group i s working 
i n my o f f i c e i n the D i s t r i c t b u i l d i n g on what I would c a l l r e b u i l d i n g , a r e b u i l d i n g 
e f f o r t i n the area of economic development. We have a team i n s t r e e t a l l day t r y i n g 
to assess the needs the r e . T h i s group I b e l i e v e w i l l be re p o r t i n g tomorrow. I would 
l i k e to t h a t t h i s opportunity to introduce to you Mr. Walter McCardle who i s the 
Chairman of the Urban C o a l i t i o n and from my understanding there was some great 
relevance at t h i s point t o l e t t i n g our c i t i z e n s know what they can expect i n terms 
of emergency s e r v i c e and s e r v i c e t h a t w i l l r e l i e v e human mi s e r i e s that i s a f i e l d i n 
the s t r e e t s t o n i g h t . I t i s my great pleasure to present t h i s great c i t i z e n Chairman 
of the Urban C o a l i t i o n Mr. Walter McCardle who w i l l then bring on the Committee 
Chairman and w i l l e x p l a i n to you how we are at t h i s point meeting the needs. 
Mr. McCardle. 

McCardle: On behalf of the c i t i z e n s of the c i t y I wish to commend and thank the 
C o a l i t i o n members f o r t h e i r great e f f o r t to r e l i e v e human misery i n our c i t y i n 
the areas t h a t have been mentioned: food, housing, emergency employment and the 
establishment of the cash fund. There have been a great deal of a d d i t i o n a l e f f o r t s . 
As I understand i t , the D i s t r i c t Welfare Department working with the churches 
i n d i c a t e that 25,000 meals have been served since 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. You w i l l see 
on the s t r e e t s of t h i s c i t y the great e f f o r t of Pride I n c . I l e f t here at 2 o'clock 
i n the morning n i g h t - b e f o r e - l a s t and they were s t i l l moving t r u c k s w i t h food, to 
make sure t h a t food got to the proper d i s t r i b u t i o n c e n t e r s . Thousands of people are 
now working i n a volunteer e f f o r t and I must say th a t the c a l l s t o e x p l a i n some of 
the areas we are working i n regard t o r e l i e v e human misery i s a good, because people 
want to know. Gentlemen I would l i k e t o open questions, i f you wish, i n the areas 
we have been working t h i s afternoon so t h a t we may f u r t h e r c l a r i f y and i d e n t i f y the 
sources of help t h a t are a v a i l a b l e to our c i t i z e n s who are i n great need at t h i s time. 

Q. Mayor can you t e l l us th a t the s i t u a t i o n looks l i k e r i g h t now. Do things 
appear to be under control? t * 

A. From the l a s t r e p o r t s I have, w e ' l l be g e t t i n g some f u r t h e r information 
f o r you on t h a t . As you can see, the past couple hours I have been t r y i n g to meet 
some of the human needs and I ' l l get you a rep o r t , an up-to-date report, i n a very 
short time on the general s i t u a t i o n . I t was under much b e t t e r c o n t r o l when I came to 
the microphone. 



Q. Mayor Washington do you have any idea what tomorrow morning's t r a f f i c flow 
i s going to be f o r commuters corning i n t o the c i t y ? And what advise you would give 
them. 

A. I would stro n g l y urge t h a t the c i t i z e n s coming i n and the c i t i z e n s moving 
w i t h i n the c i t y f o l l o w t h e i r normal p a t t e r n . We do not expect any greater t r a f f i c 
problem than normal. Many people w i l l not be coming i n t o work fo r a v a r i e t y of 
reasons. Some w i l l have no job s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , to come t o . What we expect i s 
that there w i l l be a e f f o r t to maintain normal operations i n the c i t y tomorrow, 
the announcements have already been made with respect to times. The F e d e r a l and 
D i s t r i c t Government workers w i l l be dismissed an hour and h a l f e a r l y on the same 
staggered b a s i s t h a t they operate on normally and the businesses t h a t are i n 
normal operation w i l l close at 4 o'clock and w i l l be, we hope, cleared by curfew 
time tomorrow. I f and I would l i k e to say that the e a r l y assignments that are made 
and the c o r r o l a t i o n of timing and scheduling have been w e l l worked out w i t h the 
t r a n s i t company and w i t h other means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n so that we can indeed get 
the best p o s s i b l e t r a f f i c flow i n t o and out of our c i t y . 

Q. Mayor w i l l the market area remain closed? 

A. I cannot give you at t h i s point a response on t h a t . 

Q. Mr. Mayor the s t o r e s are c l o s i n g at k. I would l i k e to ask, have they 
been requested to close at h or must they a l l close at k since the curfew has been 
i n e f f e c t . 

A. The curfew i s set f o r 6, of course there i s no mandatory problem. We 
have j u s t been i n meeting with the business men and that was one of the t h i n g s . 
We're t r y i n g to e s t a b l i s h as f a r as possible a normal s i t u a t i o n . And at the same 
time, create the best p o s s i b l e conditions for health and s a f e t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y s a f e t y , 
and i t s been working out along those l i n e s . 

Q. Mr. Mayor has the Department of Defense informed us t h a t an a d d i t i o n a l 
2,000 troops have a r r i v e d at Andrews AFB from F o r t B r a f f are these troops to be 
used i n t h i s c i t y . 

A. I have no information on i t . 

Q. Do you have an information regarding a ( u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ) . 

A. No s i r , I have no recent information, as I indicated on the troop movement, 
Mr. Vance w i l l supply you with that and General Haines at a l a t e r time. As I i n d i c a t e 
i n the past 2 hours from our presence what we have been working on p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
needs, the human needs of the f a m i l i e s and these f i n e c i t i z e n s have worked p r e t t y 
d i l i g e n t l y on that we w i l l be able-to supply you with accurate information along 
the l i n e s of troop movements at a l a t e r time today. 

Q. Mr. Mayor what about the large number of p r i s o n e r s , what about t h e i r 
health and w e l f a r e . » 

A. That i s a matter th vat i s being handled very c a r e f u l l y now by both our 
information service-. We had some problems e a r l i e r today and the prisoners I would 
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say w i l l a l l be w e l l t a k e a care of by v i r t u e of the a c t i o n s t h a t have been taken 
cumulatively today. 

Q. ( U n i n t e l l i g i b l e ) 

A. Well we have s e v e r a l volunteer committees as w e l l as our own w e l f a r e 
department wherever the need a r i s e s f o r food and f o r other needs. 

Q. Mr. Mayor, can we expect t h a t you and Mr. Vance, although you are both 
t i r e d , we're sure, w i l l r e t u r n here f o r a news conference on the s i t u a t i o n l a t e r 
t o n i g h t . 

A. I w i l l not be able to speak f o r Mr. Vance at t h i s time. I am hopeful 
t h a t we can. I am c e r t a i n t h a t w e ' l l get you information l a t e r as to whether or 
not w e ' l l appear. I am not c e r t a i n . I expect at a l a t e r time to get back out on 
the s t r e e t s and see what the s i t u a t i o n i s . 

Q. Mr. Mayor do you a n t i c i p a t e t h a t there w i l l be any change i n a c t i v i t y 
on Tuesday, the day t h a t Dr. Martin Luther King i s to be buried. 

A. I am not i n p o s i t i o n to a n t i c i p a t e t h a t f a r ahead on any subject. 

Q. Mr. Mayor has there been a survey made of how many of the stores were 
burned out. 

A. That has not been done.. We had teams out even today making an assessment 
on t h i s along with some of the insurance r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . We are not at t h i s point 
able to give a d e f i n i t i v e f i g u r e on t h a t . 

Q. T o u r i s t s have l e f t t h i s town. W i l l the F e d e r a l b u i l d i n g s be open f o r 
work tomorrow. 

A. Oh y e s . 

Q. Mr. Mayor, l a s t night Mr. Murphy used term f o r the f i r s t time I b e l i e v e 
r i o t d e s c r i b i n g the s i t u a t i o n and i t s existence here f o r the past two days. Can 
you say whether or not a r i o t s i t u a t i o n s t i l l e x i s t s . 

A. I t h i n k we have a c i v i l disturbance and I don't t h i n k Mr. Murphy, I t h i n k 
he corrected himself q u i c k l y at t h a t time and i n d i c a t e d to you t h a t the term the 
manner i n which he was using the-term was not an attempt to c h a r a c t e r i z e the s i t u a t i o n 
at t h i s p o i n t . I would c h a r a c t e r i z e i t as a serious c i v i l disturbance. 

Q. Would you say s i r whether or not the c i v i l disturbance i s under control? 

A. I t h i n k i t ' s w e l l i n hand. We're s t i l l having some problems. I t h i n k 
i t ' s calm f o r the most p a r t . There i s very good cooperation with the curfew and I 
would f e e l t h a t that i s the s i t u a t i o n . • 

.END 



Press C o n f e r e n c e 
ivlayor a s h i n g t o n and C y r u s Vance 
April 7, 196-3, 1 ;:03 p. m. 

Aiayor Washington: L.adiei. and G e n t l e m e n , C i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t 
of C o l u m b i a . I i n d i c a t e d earlier this evening that Mr. Vance and I would 
t r y to g i v e you an up-to-date progress on m a t t e r s in our city. The i n d i 
c a t i o n s at t h i s point show c o n t i n u e d p r o g r e s s t o w a r d f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of 
law and order in the c i t y of Washington. V-e a r e a l l g r a t e f u l for the g r e a t 
c o o p e r a t i o n we are r e c e i v i n g at t h i s point. The c i t i z e n s , they a r e u n d e r -
stan d i n g and o b s e r v i n g our c u r f e w , they a r e paying g r e a t a t t e n t i o n to the 
rumors to t r y and s i f t them out, they a r e u s i n g our e m e r g e n c y s y s t e m 
s e r v i c e , they a r e u s i n g our i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e to get i n f o r .iation, to get 
a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n . And I vouid s a y t h i s i s m a k i n g the d i f f e r e n c e . The 
great, great e f f o r t of our citizen..; i n p u l l i n g together, c o o p e r a t i n g \ i t h 
the o f f i c i a l s , c o o p e r a t i n g with e a c h other in this t i m e of strife. 

I will s a y t h i s , that s i n c e 1 appeared before you earlier , we h a v e 
f i e l d e d s o m e 3, 000 c a s e s involving h u m a n .misery. At t h i s moment of 
tim e , f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , we have o v e r 1, 000 v o l u n t e e r s in the field, b r i n g i n g 
food, a i d i n g with s h e l t e r p r o b l e m s , a i d i n g with p r o b l e m s of employment, 
b e c a u s e t o m o r r o w i s a work day, a i d i n g with r e q u e s t s for c a s h funds 
w h e r e the f a m i l y i s s i m p l y wiped out. It's h a r d . ;)ver 1,000 v o l u n t e e r s 
a r e the backbone tonight and f r o m our i n d i c a t i o n s f r o m the i n f o r m a t i o n 
c e n t e r , we will have s o m e t h i n g like 5, 000 or m o r e v o l u n t e e r s i n the s t r e e t 
t o m o r r o w . 

I would l i k e at t h i s t i m e to a s k Cyrus Vance, who has been appointed 
a s our s p e c i a l a d v i s o r and a s s i s t a n t , to b r i n g you up-to-date with r e s p e c t 
to the p r o g r e s s and to give you f i g u r e s a s of this t i m e . A g a i n I s a y t h i s 
c o m m u n i t y and t h i s n a tion owe a great debt of g r a t i t u d e to ivir. V a n c e f o r 
the continued work he i s doing to bring o r d e r to our community. A i r . Vance. 

Mr. V a n c e : .Ladies and G e n t l e m e n , I c a n r e p o r t that at t h i s hour 
the c i t y a p p e a r s to be e x p e r i e n c i n g a n o t h e r night of r e l a t i v e c a l m . V e a r e 
not yet out of the woods, but I am hopeful that the e n c o u r a g i n g t r e n d w i l l 
c o n t inue. D u r i n g the day t h e r e ..'ere four s n i p i n g i n c i d e n t s , I n t h r e e of 
the s n i p i n g i n c i d e n t s the s n i p e r ,»as apprehended. I n none of the s n i p i n g 
i n c i d e n t s was anyone i n j u r e d . The i n c i d e n t r a t e d u r i n g the day i s do n 
f r o m y e s t e r d a y and i t dropped s h a r p l y d u r i n g the l a s t hour. T h e r e a r e 
no m a j o r f i r e s b u r n i n g and a l l fires a r e now under c o n t r o l . The l a t e s t 
a r r e s t f i g u r e i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4, 300 with s o m e 6 to 700 a r r e s t s being 
d u r i n g the day. T h a t i s a l e s s e r f i g u r e than y e s t e r d a y . Y o u w e r e p r e 
v i o u s l y a d v i s e d that 2, 000 a d d i t i o n a l t r o o p s w e r e brought i n to A n d r e w s 
A F B and h e l d t h e r e d u r i n g the day. T h i s e v a i ing, those 2, 000 t r o o p s 
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w e r e d e t a c h e d and s e n t to B a l t i m o r e . At the p r e s e n t t i m e 2, 000 new 
t r o o p s a r e being brought into A n d r e w s A F B a s r e p l a c e m e n t for the 2, 000 
w h i c h have gone to B a l t i m o r e . Mr. Mayor, that i s the g e n e r a l s i t u a t i o n 
a s of t h i s hour. 

A r e t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s : 

Q u e s t i o n : I s t h e r e any p o s s i b i l i t y that you w i l l go to B a l t i m o r e a s 
the s i t u a t i o n t h e r e d e v e l o p s ?• 

A n s w e r : No, t h e r e i s not. 

C. u e s t i o n : S i r , a r e t h e s e the f i r s t s n i p i n g i n c i d e n t s of the d a y 9 

A n s w e r : T h e r e w e r e two c o n f i r m e d s n i p i n g i n c i d e n t s y e s t e r d a y , 
f h e r e w e r e four today. 

Q u e s t i o n : How long do you think the F e d e r a l t r o o p s a r e going to have 
to r e m a i n on duty i n W a s h i n g t o n ? 

A n s w e r : I h a v e no i d e a , but they .vil l be h e r e as long a s they a r e 
r e q u i r e d . 

Q u e s t i o n : Which 2, 000 t r o o p s a r e t h e s e 0 Where a r e they f r o m 7 

A n s w e r : F o r t Benning. 

Q u e s t i o n : Y o u s a y that the ( u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ) . . 

A n s w e r : V e i l , l e t me s i m p l y s a y that I a m p l e a s e d with the s p l e n d i d 
c o o p e r a t i o n which h a s obtained i n t h i s c i t y between the p o l i c e , the N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d and the F e d e r a l t r o o p s and the P i r e D e p a r t m e n t s . It h a s been a n 
outstanding job on the p a r t of a l l t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s and we a r e a l l d e e p l y 
i n t h e i r debt. 

Q u e s t i o n : Mr. V ance, s o m e of the t r o o p s a r e b i l l e t e d at high s c h o o l s 
a r o u n d the c i t y . W i l l t h e s e s c h o o l s be a b l e to open t o m o r r o w 0 

A n s w e r : T h e y w i l l be when the s c h o o l s open t o m o r r o w . The troops 
that w e r e b i l l e t e d t h e r e w i l l be moved out, but they h a v e b e e n i n v i t e d by 
the S c h o o l B o a r d to continue to s h a r e s o m e of the f a c i l i t i e s when n e c e s s a r y . 

Q u e s t i o n : W i l l we need a d d i t i o n a l t r o o p s ? 

A n s w e r : I hope that t h i s w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t number. 
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Question: Could you give us some more information about the 
situation in Baltimore ? 

Answer: No, I cannot. I am not up to date on the situation in Baltimore. 
I am sorry. 

Question: Mr . Vance, do you see any problem on Tuesday with 
funeral activities ? 

Answer: 1 am hopeful and I pray that the funeral will be a unifying 
influence rather than divisive influence. I think everyone owns* this in 
memory to Dr . King. 

Question: Mr. Vance, with new troops coming in, what unit is this ? 

Answer: This is a Brigade from Fort Benning. 

Question: What unit ? 

Answer: No, X do not know. We'll try to get it to you later. 

Question: Well, then you'd expect that the Federal troops will remain 
here in force at least through the funeral ? 

Answer: I would expect so. 

Question: Mr. Vance, you and the Mayor have been on a tour of the 
city tonight ? 

Answer: I have been out and I believe the Mayor has been out, yes. 

Question: Now we have reports of some incidents of looting. To your 
knowledge, are these new break ins or are these people returning to stores, 
that previously have been broken into ? 

Answer: I wish I could answer your question, but I simply do not 
know with sufficient accuracy as to whether these are new locations or 
breaking into places that previously have been broken into. 

Question: Have you observed any looting ? 

Answer: I did not. 

Question: Mr. Mayor, will the curfew go through the funeral day? 



4. 

A n s w e r ; Vfe' r e not p r e p a r e d to s a y a t t h i s point , we a r e a s s e s s i n g 
t h i s d a i l y . I a m v e r y hopefu l that w e ' l l be ab le to g i ve s o m e r e l i e f i n t h i s 
a r e a . I n the e v e n t w e c a n m a i n t a i n our c u r r e n t p o s i t i o n , I wou ld look f o r 
w a r d to g i v i ng s o m e f o r m of r e l i e f , I t h i n k we h a v e to a s s e s s i t a t that t i m e , 
I a m v e r y hopefu l that w e ' l l a l l p u l l together a n d that we w i l l m e m o r i a l i z e 
Dr. K i n g by cont inu ing our e f f o r t to r e s t o r e o r d e r . I a m v e r y s u r e that to 
m y knowledge of h i m a n d w o r k i n g w i t h h i m that t h i s i s w h a t he w o u l d w i s h 
and I a m v e r y hopefu l that t h i s w i l l enab le u s to l i f t the c u r f e w to a f a r 
g r e a t e r deg ree than we a r e a t t h i s point . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . M a y o r , a r e y o u t a l k i n g of l i f t i n g the c u r f e w on 

T u e s d a y , 

A n s w e r : I w o u l d s a y e v e n c o n s i d e r i n g t o m o r r o w . 

Ques t i on : M r . M a y o r wou ld you h a v e a n e s t i m a t e of the damage c o s t s ? 
A n s w e r : I w o u l d r a t h e r ho ld that b e c a u s e t h i s m a t t e r i s under i n t e n 

s i v e s tudy a n d under study today and I wou ld be v e r y happy I tH nk by t o m o r 
r o w to g i ve you a f u l l e r r e p o r t w i t h r e s p e c t to t h i s a s the t e a m s c o m e i n 
and a s we a s s e s s i t w i t h the i n s u r i n g c o m p a n i e s . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . M a y o r w o u l d you have a n y r e a s s u r i n g w o r d s f o r p a r e n t s 
who m a y be ed r ice rned about sending t h e i r c h i l d r e n to s c h o o l ? 

A n s w e r : Y e s , I w o u l d . I w o u l d hope that those of u s that a r e t r y i n g 
and I h a v e h a d so m a n y c a l l s f r o m p a r e n t s today I h a v e h a n d l e d s o m e of 
t h e m , hoping that w e w o u l d u s e t o m o r r o w so p r o f i t a b l e by t a l k i n g about 
the goa ls a n d a s p i e a t i o n s of D r . K i n g i n the s c h o o l bu i l d ings and that the 
t e a c h e r s w o u l d u s e t h i s a s not on ly a n event of h i s t o r y w h e r e they cou ld 
r e c i t e a n d m e m o r i a l i s e D r . K i n g and h i s goa ls but they w o u l d a s a r e s u l t 
of t h i s , w e w o u l d s t r i k e a new b a l a n c e and a n e w b a l a n c e that w o u l d be 
m o s t poof i tab le f o r our c i t y i n t e r m s of p u l l i n g i t f u r t h e r together . A n d 
I a m hope fu l and I j u s t hope that the p a r e n t s w i l l r e m a i n i n touch w i t h u s . 
We h a v e a v e r y a c t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t e r a n d w e w o u l d hope that a l l f a m i l i e s 
w o u l d f e e l f r e e to p a r t i c i p a t e w i t h u s not on ly i n opening the b u s i n e s s e s and 
gett ing b a c k to n o r m a l but by hav ing the s c h o o l s open so that the c h i l d r e n 
m a y get the bene f i t of the educat ion . A n d we m u s t r e m e m b e r t h i s i s what 
D r . K i n g sppke of. He w a n t e d t h e b e s t i n e d u c a t i o n and oppor tun i ty and w e 
b e l i e v e that t h i s i s the b e s t w e c a n m e m o r i a l i s e h i m . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . V a n c e l a s t n ight you s a i d that no F e d e r a l t roops had 
fired t h e i r w e a p o n s . I s t h i s s t i l l t r u e ? 



A n s w e r : T o the b e s t of m y knowledge that i s s t i l l the c a s e . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . V a n c e , w e a s k e d l a s t n ight i f anyone a t t h i s t i m e 
h a s any th ing to u s e o r e s t i m a t e of how m a n y p e r s o n s have t a k e n p a r t 
i n the d i s t u r b a n c e s a n d we w e r e to ld that t h i s w a s be ing w o r k e d on. Do 
you h a v e any th ing you c a n g ive u s . 

A n s w e r : I don't h a v e a n y f i g u r e s a t t h i s point . I don't know i f 
M a y o r Wash ing ton does or not. 

Q u e s t i o n : ( U n i n t e l l i g i b l e ) 

A n s w e r : O f c o u r s e , we do. 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . V a n c e , t h e r e a r e 6 m i l i t a r y r e p o r t e d to u s to be 
i n j u r e d c a n y o u s a y anyth ing i n t h i s a r e a ? 

A n s w e r : Y e s . One w a s s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d today i n a j e e p a c c i d e n t 
a n d h e i s a t W a l t e r R e e d H o s p i t a l . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . V a n c e , you h a v e been a s k e d s e v e r a l t i m e s on how 
t h e s e e v e n t s c o m p a r e to D e t r o i t . D i d w e l e a r n any th ing f r o m D e t r o i t ? 

A n s w e r ; I t h i n k w e l e a r n e d a n u m b e r of l e s s o n s f r o m the r i o t s i n 
D e t r o i t a n d e l s e w h e r e throughout the coun t ry d u r i n g the s u m m e r . A n d 
w e h a v e b e e n ab le to take advantage of those l e s s o n s a n d t h e r e b y to be t te r 
cope w i t h the s i t u a t i o n . I r e a l l y f e e l that we a r e ab le to do t h i s m u c h 
b e t t e r b e c a u s e of the e x p e r i e n c e w e h a v e h a d i n the p a s t . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . V a n c e w e r e a n y of the s o - c a l l e d new r i o t c o n t r o l 
w e a p o n s being u s e d ? 

A n s w e r : No , the A r m y does not u s e M a c e . I t u s e s t e a r g a s a n d t e a r 
g a s h a s been u s e d . 

Q u e s t i o n : M r . V a n c e what w e r e the l e s s o n s you l e a r n e d i n D e t r o i t 
that y o u c o u l d m a k e u s e i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n h e r e ? 

A n s w e r : Oh t h e r e a r e a hos t of l e s s o n s , l e s s o n s w i t h r e s p e c t to 
c o o r d i n a t i o n be tween the v a r i o u s l a w e n f o r c e m e n t f o r c e s , l e s s o n s w i t h 
r e s p e c t to the u s e of f o r c e , l e s s o n s w i t h r e s p e c t to d e a l i n g w i t h people i n 
the c o m m u n i t y , l e s s o n s i n coping w i t h the d i s t r i b u t i o n of food and p r o v i d i n g 
o t h e r e m e r g e n c y s e r v i c e s , t h e r e a r e h o s t of t hese that h a v e been c o v e r e d 
i n m a n y r e p o r t s . 

Q u e s t i o n : What about a r r e s t s ? I t h i n k you pointed out l a s t n ight that 
t h e r e w e r e m a n y m o r e a r r e s t s h e r e than t h e r e w e r e i n D e t r o i t . 



6. 

Answer; That ie correct. 

Question: Is there a reason behind that, I mean did you decide to 
be tougher about arrests later on? 

Answer: We decided we would ar res t everybody who was v i o l a t i n g 
the law that we could apprehend and we would do that with the minimum force 
required to get the job done. And that has been done and I commend the 
police and the soldiers for the great job they have done on that. Thank you 
very much. 

- E N D -
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Mayor Washington: ladies and gentlemen of the District of Columbia, I 

have- a little additional news to report to you and I regard it as a good 

sign. It was reported last night that we were making progress.,, the city 

was calm, I wish to say that since I appeared at 8:30 I've made a tour 

around the city and in the areas that have been affected and in most 

areas as I toured I found the city calm, I found the city beginning to 

develop a psychology of rehabilitation. I 'm happy to say that this 

psychology of rehabilitation is supported by what I have learned from both 

of the officials reporting, the volunteers reporting and from the civil 

defense report. I just cannot say what I think of the yeoman effort which 

the citizens have put to the task of government. I just learned, for 

instances, that we have distributed to over 35 centers, nearly a million 

pounds of food since Thursday. I think that this is not only staggering but 

represents an effort which could not have done without the Government and 

private interests working hand in hand in concern for fellow man and his 

city. I noted that this breakdown involved the serving of 185, 700 people 

by government and private efforts in concert. . And it is refreshing, I think, 

for you to know that your effort in the street are now beginning to be 

measured and that we can see an upward trend in the rebuilding. In job 

placement centers, we have established five centers that will be working 



daily to find jobs for people who have been displaced or have lost their jobs 

as a result of our tragedy. And I would hope that you would ass is t us in 

this effort because up to know, the private sector has been very active 

and both the U P O , the OIC the E S , these are initials but they represent 

great effort, working in concert with the private interests of the board of 

trades have arranged for hundreds of jobs so that the people on this day, 

Monday, could return and begin to rebuild their lives and provide 

for their families. This point I would just in retrospect l ike 

to feel that a l l of the citizens of this nation and the country understand that 

without the great work that the President of the United States has done 

in this regard, without the great effort that he has made to assis t the citizens 

of this city, and indeed,' the citizens of the nation, we might still be in a 

posture where we could not talk about rebuilding. The President answered 

our call instantly within minutes after we made the call he answered it. 

The president has been in touch with me on numerous occassions both 

personally and through White House' efforts saying is there more that we 

can do, are there things that we can give to the citizens here and I have 

indicated to him whenever it was necessary that we need one need or 

another and the President has responded. Responded in light of his 

understanding of the needs of the times. And I think that we al l need to 

know and all need to understand that without his help we could not have 

made the turn toward rebuilding, not only the city in its physical aspects, 

but the lives of people that have been damanged by virtue of the havoc 

that was rant. I thank you Mr. President, in the interest of a l l people 



in this city and in this nation, cause i've been on the firing line and I know 

what this help has meant. I would like at this time to ask Mr . Thomas 

Fletcher , o u r Deputy Mayor, that has sort of worked inside as I've worked 

on the outside to answer some'of the questions that have been raised in re 

spect to what we are doing within the city to rebuild. And this involves 

the physical rebuilding as the other committees work to do the human 

rebuilding that is necessary at this time. Mr. Fletcher. 

Mr. Fletcher : Thank you, Mr. Mayor. As you said, one of the next jobs 

we have to do, and we've started it already, is to begin the rebuilding of 

Washington, D. C. To that end and meeting was held this afternoon for 

two hours with representatives of private industries, the various Federal 

agencies and the Distr ic t Government. There are three things we have 

to do. F i r s t , is to asses the damage and determine the needs. The pre

l iminary report on that wi l l be ready tomorrow. It is being wound up this 

evening. Second, is to determine the short range answers in terms of 

insurance, loand?, rebuilding efforts, The third thing to do is to determine 

the long range redevelopment and rebuilding of the District . Attending 

the meeting today were representatives of the District Department of 

l icenses , inspections, public works , finance; the Federal Agencies of 

Small Business Administration, Economic Development Administration, 

T h e Departments of Labor, HUD, Commerce, AGW, 

al l were there, O E O , U P O , private industry, Board of Trade, 

w e r e a l l present today^to determine what can be done, how quickly it 

can be done, what efforts can be made to rebuild Washington, D. C. 



I 'm happy to say that that meeting produced a great deal and more will 

be done as the days progress. Thank you. 

Mayor Washington: On the other side of the District today we were working 

to shore up some of the needs with respect to our power, emergency power, 

and others, that would be needed and necessary to continue our effort in 

terms of protecting the citizens of this city. And in that great effort and 

side by side with me has worked one of the greatest city council chairman 

in this nation, and I 'd like to have John indicate what was done on the 

council today. 

John Heckenger: Thank you Mayor. I 'd like to reinforce what Mr. 

Fletcher said that the Mayor's concern on the repair of the damange 

to those who have suffered damage is in concert with his excellent 

effort that has been made through the agency that he spoke about to try 

to relieve the innocent v i c t i m s who have been inconvenienced by the 

destruction of those stores who have provided essential services . It is 

unbelievable the .way the business community despite the damages that 

have occurred, has thrown in their lot and the council is working along 

in the various committees to help the innocent victims. At the same 

time, the private sector, through the urban coilition, is working on 

loans and other rehabilitating factors to get thse businesses back into 

operation as soon as possible, or in replacement businesses and through 

the I C B O , The Inner - rac ia l council for business opportunities. There 

wil l be an effort to contact each one of these persons that have had 



their livelihood taken away from them. And through these efforts it is hoped 

that there wil l be an early replacement of both the opportunity for employment 

and the opportunity for those people who have been hurt to get back into meaning

ful occupations. Thank you very much.' Thank you Mr. Heckinger, of course 

citizens of the city these are on the positive side and these are on the rebuilding 

side and a s you know there are forty sides and we feel that in order to keep you 

fully advised as we have I must say at this point never in my public life , never 

i n my experience have I seen a more responsive press and a more responsive 

media. To a very very difficult situation you have had to pull together you have 

h a d to do with us': the quick shoring up the quick adjustment to meet a very 

difficult situation and I feel that I should say as the mayor of this town that I am 

appreciative and I should say for the citizens of this city that I am apprec

iative for the press , radio, and T V that has reported and reported accurately 

a n d reported well and fast so that you could keep abreast and be assured of the 

condition a s they advanced and progressed. I would at this time like to call upon 

Cyrus Vance who wil l produce for you our nightly duet with respect to the hard 

figures. Mr. Vance. 

T h a n k you, Walter. Ladies and gentlemen, looking ahead to tomorrow I wish 

to reiterate my prayers for a new sense of unity among all our citizens. I 

j o i n Mayor Washington in the hope that he has expressed earlier today that a l l 

of us w i l l live together in peace and justice. It is our determination that 

l a w a n d order wil l be maintained. Violence and lowlessness tomorrow would 

be a desecration of the memory of Doctor King and the principles for which., 

he stood. Today has been another day c£ progress toward the restoration of 

l a w and order. I a m advised that attendants at schools was almost normal. 



I can r e p o r t that m o s t c i t i z e n s w e r e able to r e t u r n to t h e i r b u s i n e s s e s . And 

I w i s h to e x p r e s s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the cooperation of the v a s t m a j o r i t y of the 

c i t i z e n s i n h e l p i n g to r e t u r n the c i t y toward lav/ and o r d e r . Now the a r r e s t s 

today a s of 10:00 p. m. stands at 5, 882. That i s to be c o m p a r e d w i t h the 

f i g u r e of 4,806 as of t h i s t i m e l a s t night. The v a s t m a j o r i t y of the a r r e s t s 

today and d u r i n g l a s t night w e r e f o r c u r f e w v i o l a t i o n s . I can s a y that there 

w e r e no new j n a j o r f i r e s today and the few f i r e s w h i c h a r e now burning a r e 

under c o n t r o l . The c i t y i s r e l a t i v e l y c a l m tonight. I have j u s t r e c e i v e d 

a r e p o r t f r o m G e n e r a l Haynes who i s commander of the m i l i t a r y f o r c e s i n 

the c i t y and who h a s done an outstanding job. He i s p r e s e n t l y on an i n s p e c t i o n 

tour of the c i t y . He has r e p o r t e d to me that the incident r a t e a r e s l i g h t l y 

below those of l a s t night and that i n some p r e s i n c t s they a r e c o n s i d e r a b l e 

l o w e r . T h e r e w e r e two sniping i n c i d e n t s d u r i n g the day . No p e r s o n s w e r e 

i n j u r e d i n these i n c i d e n t s and one p e r s o n was apprehended. I n so f a r as 

t r oops a r e c o n c e r n e d , we have about 14,000 troops i n the c i t y and i t s i n v i r o n 

T wo thousand of the troops w h i c h w e r e at A n d r e w s a r e attached today and 

sent to B a l t i m o r e . T h e y have been r e p l a c e d by 2,000 a d d i t i o n a l troops w h i c h 

w e r e flown into the c i t y f r o m F o r t S i l l , Oklahoma. The t a s k of r e s t o r i n g 

l a w and o r d e r i s not yet completed and we m u s t r e s o l v e that the p r o g r e s s 

w h i c h we have made to d a t e w i l l continue. I want to commend the m a y o r 

and a l l other c i t y o f f i c i a l s f o r the e x t r o r d i n a r y job w h i c h I think they have 

done i n getting the c i t y back on i t s feet . I t r e a l l y i s an e x t r o r d i n a r y 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t and they d e s e r v e the gratitude of a l l the c i t i z e n s of Washington 

and of our n a t i o n Now we a r e r e a d y to take any question's w h i c h any of you 

may have. 



M r . Vance has been asked to comment on reports that trqops have been 

sent to Lorton. Mr. Vance: There is a possible problem at the reformitory. 

Troops are available and wil l be sent if they are required. The last report I 

had before I came up here was that the problem at this moment is not 

serious but if it should be troops wil l be there very shortly. 

What sort of a problem is it at Lorton? Mr. Vance: Disorder within the 

reformitory. 

Have there been any f i res? Mr. Vance: I do not know. 

Mr . Vance we understand that four soldiers were injured this afternoon. 

Do you have any details on that, the nature of the injuries , how they were 

injured, and how serious they are? Mr. Vance: They were minor injuries. 

There have been eleven soldiers injured since the soldiers came into the city. 

Only one of them was seriously injured and that is the one I reported to you 

last night where a soldier was injured in a jeep incident . The four today 

were not serious. 

Does he have any word on the troops leaving the city. Mr . Vance: No I do 

not. Troops will be kept in the city as long as they are rquired. 

Wil l the curfew be on tomorrow night? Mr. Vance: Mr. Mayor would you 

like to answer that question? Mayor Washington: Vfeare assessing the matter 

of curfew. As Mr. Vance said and I share there is hope that tomorrow 

would be a day.of prater , that we would turn our hearts to our problems 



of r e b u i l d i n g and we would l i k e to a s s e s the m a t t e r i n t e r m s of the s i t u a t i o n 

as i t develops. A t t h i s point the n o r m a l c u r f e w and curfew conditions w i l l 

be on . A t the v e r y e a r l i e s t t i m e of a s s e s m e n t we w i l l make an announcement. 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m s i n the c i t y d u r i n g the curfew. M ayor Washington: 

We have not r e c e i v e d t h i s problem. I v/ould be v e r y happy to take i t up 

w i t h the c h i e f j u s t a s soon as v/e l e a v e the p r e s s conference. 

Q u e s t i o n w a s garbled. M a y o r Washington: Y e s , How i s a f a i r l y i n t e r e s t i n g 

thing. They've had the c a p a c i t y a l r e a d y , they w e r e w o r k i n g on food c o o r d i n a t i o n 

p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e r e we had a g r e a t number of people o f f e r i n g who w e r e good 

c i t i z e n s whowanted to see that g*ood got to people f r o m time to time. T h i s 

w a s a n o r m a l function of the Welfare Department. And i t w as f i t t i n g then 

w i t h that e x i s t i n g f r a m e w o r k that v/e would b u i l d on i t , that we did bu i l d on 

i t . The p r o b l e m has been getting the food into the c e n t e r s a s f a s t a s i t ' s 

needed and f r a n k l y I m u s t s a y the need v/as o v e r w h e l m i n g i n some c e n t e r s 

b a sed on the f a c t that s m a l l c h i l d r e n needed c e r t a i n c o m m o d i t i e s and t h e r e 

wev.e c e r t a i n s p e c i a l foods that w e r e needed . I t was j u s t a m a t t e r of pure 

movement. I would b e l i e v e that the c i t i z e n s , a s I reported, would be i m p r e s s e s 

to the f a c t that a m i l l i o n pounds of food now has been d i s t r i b u t e d and i t has 

s e r v e d o v er 185,000 people. We a r e s t i l l tightening the p r o c e s s . I would 

a l s o s a y that, i n connection w i t h the pr oblem , some of the food was coming 

i n f r o m our s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s and I must thank our f r i e n d s i n the suburban 

c o m m u n i t i e s because w i t h food and clothing they have sbeen most cooperative. 

The E i r e Department, as I i n d i c a t e d , i n the f i r s t night had over a hundred 



p i e c e s of equipment i n 38 companies. We've gotten e x c e l l e n t cooperation 

but the p r o b l e m of j u s t movement has been the only one that I could see. 

A s k e d to comment on the s u s p e n s i o n of a po l i c e o f f i c e r on S a t u r d a y evening 

f o r r e c e i v i n g s t o l e n goods. M a y o r Washington: I don't have a l l of the f a c t s 

on t h i s problem. I t w a s r e p o r t e d to me ; I'd be v e r y glad to get you an 

i n c i d e n t r e p o r t on i t . 

C a n you give us any d e t a i l s about the n u m b e r s and types of jobs that you 

hope to develop? M ayor Washington: I can not at t h i s time. We a r e 

t a k i n g r e q u e s t s f r o m people who a r e i n need of jobs. A s you knar the 14th 

S t r e e t a r e a , the 7th S t r e e t a r e a , andthe 8th S t r e e t a r e a t h e r e was a g r e a t 

number of people who w e r e s e r v i n g as c l e r k s and s e r v i n g i n s e m i s k i l l e d 

c a p a c i t i e s and what we a r e t r y i n g to do at t h i s point i s m a t c h job opportunity 

w i t h job need. The e x a c t number has not been e s t a b l i s h e d . We c r a n k that 

m a c h i n e r y up i n f u l l f o r c e today and I would suspect that t o m o r r o w I w i l l 

be able to give you a f a i r l y good re p o r t . 

S i r do you have any pla n s to attend a ( g a r b l e d ) ? M a yor Washington: I t 

would be my g r e a t p l e a s u r e to do and I'm hopeful that the conditions would 

make i t p o s s i b l e . A t t h i s moment I am assessing and through the night I 

w i l l have to a s s e s m y r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s h e r e to the people of t h i s c i t y and 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i l l have to be made on that b a s i s . Thank you gentlemen. 
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P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e - Mayor Washington, Mr. Vance, Mr. Murphy, 

F i r e C h i e f Golotta, C h i e f L a y t o n , Mr. F l e t c h e r 

L a d i e s and gentlemen and c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t of Col u m b i a , l a s t night 

I i n d i c a t e d that i f conditions would p e r m i t , I would attend the f u n e r a l of 

Dr. M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g . I a m v e r y happy to sa y that at my a s s e s s m e n t 

t h i s m o r n i n g that conditions did p e r m i t and I t r a v e l e d w i t h the V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t to the f u n e r a l , r e p r e s e n t i n g you, the c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t 

of C o lumbia. T h e numerous c a l l s I had f r o m c i t i z e n s i n d i c a t e d that t h i s 

w as f i t t i n g and pro p e r and indeed i t was. I would l i k e you to know that 

M a y or I v a n A l l a n of A t l a n t a , even though he had 100, 000 pe mle i n h i s 

c i t y , came to the a i r p o r t to gr e e t me. He was most happy that the 

D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a had sent a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e at t h i s t i m e , to h i s c i t y , 

to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the f u n e r a l proceedings. And I would way to you c i t i z e n s 

that i n my opinion the u l t i m a t e embodiment of what A m e r i c a and .'temocracy 

i s about was r e p r e s e n t e d at the E b e n e z e r B a p t i s t C h u r c h i n A t l a n t a today. 

Our employees and c i t i z e n s have been complimented on the way they have 

p e r f o r m e d i n the four or f i v e days i n our c r i s i s . But I must s a y to you 

that the l i v i n g example of the r e s u l t s of t h i s dedication seemed to come 

through to me today. I went to A t l a n t a and a m happy to sa y that I was 

r e i n f o r c e d . I t i s not often that one understands why he goes, i t was only 

today that I understood the g r e a t l e s s o n and the g r e a t r e i n f o r c e m e n t i n 

courage and the a b i l i t y to go fo r v / a r d that I r e c e i v e d f r o m what I saw, 

because before me was t r u l y the m e m o r y of a gr e a t man who had f a l l e n 

but whos^i m e m o r y and whose dres m would l i v e on. I hope that you w i l l 



j o i n me i n t h i s r e d e d i c a t i o n and t h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of our c i t y to the point 

that i t m a k e s the model and i t m a k e s the d r e a m that a l l of us have f o r 

A m e r i c a n and our D e m o c r a c y . The r e i n f o r c e m e n t was i n the d e m o c r a t i c 

way of l i f e w h i c h I now know. I t i s not only w o r k a b l e but i t i s r i g h t . And 

i t i s the only way that we c a n a c h i e v e i n the days ahead. I urge a l l of you 

to j o i n w i t h me, I urge a l l of you to unite w i t h me and I urge a l l of you to 

r e d e d i c a t e y o u r s e l v e s to a p r o p o s i t i o n of j u s t i c e , e q u a l i t y and p r o g r e s s f o r 

a l l people. T h i s i s not a s i n g u l a r p r o c e s s where one must s u r v i v e . I t i s 

the question of whether we a l l s u r v i v e and my p o s i t i o n i s that i n t h i s c i t y , that 

I have something to do w i t h , that a l l men and a l l women and a l l c h i l d r e n 

have an opportunity to s u r v i v e . T h i s i s the l e s s o n and t h i s i s the encourage

ment that I got f r o m today. I r e t u r n e d e a r l y t h i s afternoon to f i n d that 

conditions w e r e i m p r o v i n g . And I l e a r n e d to f i n d that the c i t i z e n s of t h i s 

g r e a t town had d i g n i f i e d the m e m o r y of t h i s g r e a t man, Dr. M a r t i n L u t h e r 

K i n g , by keeping the peace and keeping t r a n q u i l i t y and keeping dedication 

a l i v e and I urge you to continue i n h i s m e m o r y because t h i s i s the great 

l e s s o n of today. I'm happy to note that we have indeed m a i n t a i n e d c a l m 

and peace and f r o m a l l r e p o r t s , r e p o r t s on a l l s i d e s , f i r e s , i n c i d e n t s , we 

s e e m to be r e a c h i n g a n o r m a l pe r i o d . I n t h i s r e g a r d I would l i k e to s a y 

that i f the t r e n d s continue, and I a m s u r e that i t i s going to continue 

because you a r e going to see that i t continues, we're giv i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

to f u r t h e r r e l a x i n g the c u r f e w t i m e and some r e s t r i c t i o n s . The a c t u a l 

d e t a i l s w i l l be announced e a r l y t o m o r r o w on the c u r f e w t i m e and on the 

a r e a s of r e l a x a t i o n and we w i l l i s s u e t h em e a r l y enough so that you may 

make your plans based on the c i r c u m s t a n c e s . A l l b u s i n e s s e s and govern-
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m e n t a l a c t i v i t y , s c h o o l s w i l l be r e s u m e d t o m o r r o w on a r e g u l a r b a s i s and 

we w i s h that t h i s town would move, not only on the n o r m a l and r e g u l a r b a s i s , 

but e x c e l l e r a t e i t s e f f o r t s t o w a r d s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of i t s p h y s i c a l and of i t s 

human components. I've t a k e n a l i t t l e l onger tonight and I hope that you 

w i l l f o r g i v e me but I b e l i e v e that the s t r e n g t h that I gained today w i l l p e r m i t 

me to s e r v e you a l l the bett and I'm g r a t i f i e d that t h i s town was able to hold 

i t s e l f high i n the e s t e e m of the nation by i t s p e r f o r m a n c e . 

P l e a s e continue. A t t h i s t i m e I would l i k e to introduce the man who has 

been by my side s i n c e the e a r l i e s t t i m e on T h u r s d a y , F r i d a y , Mr. C y r u s 

Vance, who w i l l indeed go down, I think, i n the h e a r t s of the c i t i z e n s os 

t h i s town and the c i t i z e n s of the nation a s one who has given h i s a l l so that 

we could r e s t o r e o r d e r and peace i n our town and i n our nation. A g a i n I 

s a y that we owe h i m the highest debt of gratitude, t h i s g r e a t A m e r i c a n , t h i s 

g r e a t c i t i z e n , C y r u s Vance. 

( V a n c e ) T hank you v e r y m uch Mr. Mayor. L a d i e s and gentlemen my r e p o r t 

tonight can be v e r y b r i e f . A s M a yor Washington has tol d yo i , Washington 

has had a quiet day. The s i t u a t i o n i s c a l m at t h i s hour. The c i t y s eems to 

be moving at an e x c e l l e r a t e d pace towards the r e s t o r a t i o n of law and o r d e r . 

D u r i n g daylight h o u r s p o l i c e - i n c i lent r a t e was e s s e n t i a l l y n o r m a l . I f t h i s 

continues we w i l l be able s h o r t l y to begin d i s c u s s i o n s and planning f o r the 

o r d e r l y w i t h d r a w a l of troops. I want again to e x p r e s s my a p p r e c i a t i o n and 

a d m i r a t i o n f o r the outstanding w o r k of the p o l i c e , f i r e m e n , the F e d e r a l 

troops, and the National Guard, and I p a r t i c u l a r l y want to thank G e n e r a l 

Y a i n e s , D i r e c t o r Murphy, P o l i c e C h i e f L a y t o n , F i r e C h i e f C o l o t t a f o r 

t h e i r outstanding l e a d e r s h i p and teamwork. We a r e a l l deeply i n t h e i r 



debt. D i r e c t o r Murphy now has a r e p o r t to make to the c i t i z e n s . 

( Murphy) T h a n k you. Many commendatory statements have been made i n 

r e c e n t days about our b r a v e and dedicated f i r e f i g h t e r s and policemen. 

Tonight I would e s p e c i a l l y l i k e to thank our courageous f i r e f i g h t e r s and 

C h i e f H e n r y C o l o t t a who has d i r e c t e d operations d u r i n g the past f i v e days. 

I'm encouraged that the l e v e l of a c t i v i t i e s tonight a r e n o r m a l and p e r m i t s 

C h i e f C o l o t t a to j o i n w i t h us h e r e at p o l i c e h e a d q u a r t e r s . Our f i r e f i g h t e r s 

r e p e a t e d l y d i s r e g a r d e d t h e i r own s a f e t y i n o r d e r to p r o t e c t the people and 

the p r o p e r t y of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. Our c i t i z e n s on t h e i r p a r t 

p r o v i d e d g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e to the o f f i c e r s and men of the department i n 

p r o v i d i n g food and d r i n k , a s w e l l a s manning hoses and p r o v i d i n g other 

a s s i s t a n c e . I n addition to the h e r o i c e f f o r t s of our own f i r e f i g h t e r s , many 

companies of f i r e f i g h t e r s f r o m ad j o i n i n g c o m m u n i t i e s came into the c i t y 

and r e n d e r e d a s s i s t a n c e without w h i c h our t a s k would have been much more 

d i f f i c u l t , i t not i m p o s s i b l e . I would l i k e to a s k F i r e C h i e f H e n r y Colotta 

to make a b r i e f r e p o r t on the a c t i v i t i e s of h i s own department and the 

departments that came to our a s s i s t a n c e . C h i e f Colotta. 

(C o l o t t a ) T h a n k you Mr. Murphy. The l a s t f i g u r e s that I have i n d i c a t e d 

that the department i s getting b a c k to n o r m a l operations i n s o f a r a s the 

r e s p o n s e s a r e concerned, the types of f i r e s a r e the s m a l l i n s i g n i f i c a n t 

t r a s h , abandoned automobiles f i r e s and f a l s e a l a r m s a r e beginning to p i c k 

up w h i c h i n d i c a t e s a r e t u r n to n o r m a l . And I c e r t a i n l y would l i k e to take t h i s 

opportunity to p e r s o n a l l y thank the f i r e m e n f r o m the neighboring c o m m u n i t i e s 

f o r the outstanding s e r v i c e s and a s s i s t a n c e that they r e n d e r e d to us during 

these e m e r g e n c i e s . I t was amazing, the resp o n s e , f r o m the c o o r d i n a t o r s 
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of these v a r i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s when I made my appeal f o r a s s i s t a n c e . 

E v e r y o n e a n s w e r e d without h e s i t a t i o n . C h i e f , how many uni t s do you 

want and w h e r e do you want them? A f t e r they w e r e r e t u r n e d to t h e i r own 

c o m m u n i t i e s the next evening I r e c e i v e d many c-Tls f r o m the c o o r d i n a t o r s 

again, C h i e f , we have our un i t s r e a d y i n the event you need them, do not 

he s i t a t e , we a r e p r e p a r e d to send t hem i n t a s k f o r c e , not of one, but 

many at one time . And I do want to e x p r e s s my thanks and a p p r e c i a t i o n 

to the c o o r d i n a t o r s and the o t h e r s who made t h i s a s s i s t a n c e p o s s i b l e . 

T h a n k you. 

(Washington) Gentlemen we're r e a d y f o r questions. While we're getting 

r e a d y I'd l i k e to pay p a r t i c u l a r t r i b u t e to my own deputy mayor, T o m 

F l e t c h e r , and the C h a i r m a n of our c o u n c i l who's been by my side, John 

Hechinger, C o r p o r a t i o n C o u n c i l , veto's here. C h a r l e s Duncan 

Question: Mayor, we understand the DC o f f i c i a l s w i l l meet t o m o r r o w 

w i t h Senator R o b e r t B y r d of West V i r g i n i a , the c h a i r m a n of the DC 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n Subcommittee. W i l l you comment on that? 

A n s w e r : T h i s i s t r u e . We have been moving at s u c h a r a p i d pace that the 

c h a i r m a n of the c o u n c i l and I f e l t that i t would be w i s e f o r us to a r r a n g e 

c o n f e r e n c e s w i t h e a c h of the committee c h a i r m e n , we expect, we have 

a s k e d and i t i s on our i n i t i a t i v e not on t h e i r request, I want to make that 

e n t i r e l y c l e a r , that upon our re q u e s t we hope to meet w i t h C o n g r e s s m a n 

Natcher, C o n g r e s s m a n d M c M i l l a n , Senator B y r d and Senator B i b l e . We 

have had c e r t a i n c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h e ach of our c o n g r e s s i o n a l l e a d e r s . 

We b e l i e v e that i n the i n t e r e s t of r e b u i l d i n g the c i t y and the needs w h i c h 

we a r e now a s s e s s i n g that i t would be i n the i n t e r e s t of our c i t y to make 
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t h e m f u l l y a w a r e of the s i t u a t i o n and what we see at t h i s point w i l l be r e q u i r e d . 

So I would l i k e to make i t i n i f n i t e l y c l e a r that i n no c a s e has a member of the 

D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e or of the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s C o m m i t t e e a s k e d us to come. 

We have a s k e d to come i n o r d e r to r e p o r t to them and I t h i n k t h i s i s i n 

the best i n t e r e s t of the government of the D i s t r i c t and the c i t i z e n s . 

Question: Mayor, do you expect to have the Na t i o n a l G u a r d equipment out 

of the s t a d i u m i n t i m e f o r the game t o m o r r o w ? 

A n s w e r : I might r e p o r t that the equipment i s a l r e a d y out. I'm a d v i s e d by 

G e n e r a l H a i n e s that t h i s w as done sometime t h i s evening and as f a r as I 

know, f r o m what I h e a r and re a d , the game w i l l go on. 

Question: W i l l you have e x t r a troops at DC St a d i u m f o r the game t o m o r r o w ? 

A n s w e r : I t h i n k the m a t t e r of troop deployment i s s t i l l w i t h Mr. Vance and 

the G e n e r a l and they a r e c o n f e r r i n g on i t . I don't l i k e to i s o l a t e p a r t s of 

the c i t y . I t h i n k a l l p a r t s of the c i t y w i l l be eq u a l l y protected. And I 

would l i k e to respond i n that way. 

Q u e s t i o n : ( g a r b l e d ) 

A n s w e r : A number of r e p o r t s a r e underway as f a r as s e l e c t i v i t y of looting. 

T h i s i s one I'm s u r e Deputy Mayor F l e t c h e r and C h i e f L a y t o n and the P u b l i c 

Safety D i r e c t o r a r e d i s c u s s i n g . We would l i k e to s a y at t h i s poing a great 

d e a l of i t was by m i n o r s , young k i d s and the a c t u a l s o r t i n g out of i t I'm s u r e 

w e ' l l be able to r e p o r t on v e r y s h o r t l y . P a t do you want to sa y anything 

f u r t h e r on that. 

(Murphy) We have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n underway, Mr. Mayor, that w i l l j u s t 

r e l e a s e w h a t e v e r i n f o r m a t i o n that we a r e able to e s t a b l i s h a s soon as we 

have i t . Do you have anything f u r t h e r to sa y about that, Chief, about what's 



going on with the investigation? The only other thing I would say would 

be just to reiterate what we do have in connection with the burglaries that 

have been charged, investigations going, we have squads specifically 

assigned to this matter and we wil l not be able to report anything, of course, 

specifically until they have concluded their investigation. 

Question: Now that it seems to be dying out, what lessons have we learned? 

Answer: I would say that at this poing, which it 's a little to early for us to 

determine just what changes, if any, we would make in the beginning. One 

of the things that we did do on Thursday evening was to hold over the men who 

were working the 4-12, the midnight section was coming on and we did call 

back the men who were working day work, so that we had all of the forces 

available that we could muster at that time and more than that we could 

not do at that moment. By deploying this number of our police officers we 

did effect a reduction in the number of incidents at that kind. That held 

down through the morning and of course as the incidents began to pick up, 

as Mr. Murphy has already reported in an earlier interview, conferences 

did take place early Friday morning in preparation for the calling of troops 

and they were called as incidents developed. But beyond that I think that 

we would not be able to go predicting that we might do in the future until 

we've studied it very carefully. 

(Washington) Let mu just add to that by saying that although we're reporting 

progress, we are by no means assuming that we're letting down. I thing 

that the govenment, your government, and the citizens are going to have 

to stay together in a fairly high degree of cooperation before we can really 

get to the point where we can begin to relax in terms of our efforts. Now 
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I don't mean by that that we haven't made p r o g r e s s . A f f a i r s s e e m to be 

n o r m a l but we've got a r a t h e r f a n t a s t i c r e b u i l d i n g job and I'm delightes 

a s a m a t t e r of f a c t , that you a l l a r e i n q u i r i n g about p r o c e d u r e s because 

I would r e a l l y want to d e t e r m i n e what p r o c e d u r e s we w e r e able to develope 

i n the c o u r s e of t h i s and a c t u a l l y make a f u l l i n v e s t i g a t i o n and a f u l l study 

of t h e m so that we w i l l know r e a l l y what we should do under the c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

that may h i t us and I f e e l that we a r e a l l e n t i t l e d to know. I'm as anxious 

a s you a r e to get t h e m but I j u s t would not l i k e to give the complete 

a s s u r a n c e to the c i t i z e n s that w e r e o v e r the h i l l and o v e r the hump. I 

t h i n k we've got a long way to go i n both the s u r v e i l l a n c e and the m a t t e r of 

r e b u i l d i n g and we m u s t stay together u n t i l that job i s done. 

Question: A question about the 13 1/2 m i l l i o n d o l l a r damage w h i c h was 

r e c o r d e d by the D i s t r i c t Government t h i s afternoon. Was the m a y o r 

s u r p r i s e d at that f i g u r e ? 

A n s w e r : I wasn't s u r p r i s e d n e c e s s a r i l y . I t h i n k that what we a r e dealing 

w i t h at t h i s point i s e s t i m a t e s . T h e s e w e r e the b e s t e s t i m a t e s based on a 

r a t h e r f o r m i d a b l e t e a m going out on a s h o r t ra.-ge to get some a s s e s s m e n t 

of the damage. I t h i n k that we a r e going to have to dig deeper into t h i s 

m a t t e r to come up w i t h a f i g u r e that I would be r e a d y to l i v e with. I can't 

svy whether i t i s good or high or low. I t h i n k that i t i s an e s t i m a t e , the best 

e s t i m a t e we can make under the c i r c u m s t a n c e s w i t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s working. 

Tom, you may want to s a y something f u r t h e r about that. 

(Mr. F l e t c h e r ) Y e s , Mr. Mayor, I thin k we should c l a r i f y the type of 

a s s e s s m e n t i t was. I t was done quite q u i c k l y . I t was done a l m o s t w i n d s h i e l d 

type, we w e r e d r i v i n g up and down the s t r e e t , by good p r o f e s s i o n a l s , they 



know t h e i r b u s i n e s s . T h e y did a v e r y s i m p l e thing; they looked at each lot 

and the buildings that w e r e on i t to determine the percentage of damage, i . " 

any, to that building. T h i r t e e n and a h a l f m i l l i o n d i l a r s i s only t h e i r 

e v a l u a t i o n of the p h y s i c a l damage to the r e a l p r o perty. I t has nothing 

to do w i t h i n v e n t o r y or the p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y that may have been w i t h i n 

the building. T hat, of c o u r s e , t h e r e i s no way of a s s e s s i n g at t h i s time. 

T h e y u s e d a v e r y s i m p l e s y s t e m , they made a d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the 

percentage of damage, m u l t i p l i e d i t by the a s s e s s m e n t i n t e r m s of i t s 

a c t u a l a s s e s s e d value a s d e t e r m i n e d by the D i s t r i c t Government. That's 

a l l we gave you. S i m p l y the a s s e s s e d v a l u e , w h i c h d e t e r m i n e s then the 

r e a l p r o p e r t y v a l u e , m u l t i p l i e d the a s s e s s e d value out so that i t was 

m a r k e t v a l u e , took the percentage of damage, m u l t i p l i e d that, added i t 

up, and that came to 13 1/2 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , j u s t that s i m p l e . I t m ay w e l l 

be that i t i s l e s s than that, hopefully i t ' s l e s s than that, and i t m ay unfor

tunately i n some c a s e s be more tha i that when you f i n a l l y get into a building 

that looked l i k e i t might be whole and f i n d that i t cannot p o s s i b l y be used 

and has to be t o r n down. T h e r e i s a g r e a t d e a l more w o r k that i s going 

to be done, much more p r e c i s e w o r k w i l l have to be done i n the a s s e s s m e n t . 

I t ' l l take months before we can give you a tru e value of the damage and I'm 

su r e a l l of you know w e ' l l n e v e r give you, n e v e r w i l l be able to fi n d , the 

true l o s s to t h i s community. That f i g u r e i s unknown and w i l l a l w a y s 

be unknown. 

Question: Mr. Vance, what l e s s o n s have been l e a r n e d f r o m Washington? 

A n s w e r : Y e s , I can mention a few. I t ' s too e a r l y yet to be able to s i t 

down and have the time to r e f l e c t on a l l of the l e s s o n s l e a r n e d . I think 
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that one of the l e s s o n e l e a r n e d i s the e f f e c t i v e u s e of an e a r l y c urfew. 

A n o t h e r l e s s o n l e a r n e d i s i n the c o o r d i n a t i o n of p o l i c e and m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l 

in a p p r e h e n d i n g l o o t e r s . T h i s a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t a s k but some new t e c h n i q u e s 

w e r e d e v e l o p e d a s we m o v e d along through t h i s t r o u b l e s o m e p e r i o d , w h i c h 

ha s p r o d u c e d a m u c h m o r e e f f e c t i v e h a n d l i n g of t h i s d i f f i c u l t p r o b l e m . I 

think a l s o i t w a s d e m o n s t r a t e d h e r e that c i t y can, d e s p i t e the t r e m e n d o u s 

p r e s s u r e s under w h i c h i t i s s u f f e r i n g , r e s p o n d a s t h i s c i t y did to m e e t the 

e m e r g e n c y needs of i t s c i t i z e n s i n food, h e a l t h , housing, and that type of 

a c t i v i t y . T h i s w a s m a g n i f i c e n t l y done by the m a y o r and the deputy m a y o r 

and o t h e r s , and Mr. H e c h e n g e r w o r k i n g w i t h the u r b a n c o a l i t i o n . I think 

t h i s i s a l e s s o n that should be taken to h e a r t and c a n be u s e d i n other 

c o m m u n i t i e s i t i f should be n e c e s s a r y . God p r a y that i t w i l l not. 

Q u e s t i o n : F u r t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n about the looting i n Washington and what 

p o l i c e d i d about i t . 

A n s w e r by Mr. V a nce: T h i s i s a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t a s k and i t h a s !:o be done 

a s e f f e c t i v e l y a s i t c a n w i t h the p e r s o n n e l w h i c h a r e a v a i l a b l e . I n so doing 

they m u s t take into a c c o u n t the n e ed to a r r e s t the people c o n c e r n e d but 

to do i t w i t h the m i n i m u m f o r c e r e q u i r e d . I t ' s a t e r r i b l y d i f f i c u l t t a s k 

and I think y o u r p o l i c e f o r c e h a n d l e d i t w e l l . 

Q u e s t i o n : What a r e the new t e c h n i q u e s d e v e l o p e d ? 

A n s w e r : One of the new t e c h n i q u e s w a s to s e t up r o v i n g p a t r o l s , s u p e r 

i m p o s e d o v e r the s t a t i c f o r c e s w h i c h w e r e r e q u i r e d f o r p r o t e c t i o n of 

p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s . T h e s e w e r e p a t r o l s c o m p o s e d of m i l i t a r y p o l i c e u n i t s 

and p o l i c e w o r k i n g together. T h e s e went through the v a r i o u s p r e c i n c t s 

and i n some c a s e s w e r e f o l l o w e d by p a t r o l wagons w h i c h p e r m i t t e d the 
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l o o t e r s who w e r e d e t a i n e d and who cannot be a r r e s t e d but m u s t be t u r n e d 

o v e r to p o l i c e o f f i c e r s to be q u i c k l y t u r n e d o v e r . T i m e doesn't p e r m i t 

f u r t h e r a m p l i f i c a t i o n of i t but t h i s i s the b a s i c e s s e n c e of one of t h e s e 

t e c h n i q u e s . 

Q u e s t i o n : Mr. V a n c e , i f things continue the w a y they've gone, when c a n we 

look f o r w a r d to s e e i n g W a s h i n g t o n r e l a t i v e l y f r e e of F e d e r a l t r o o p s ? 

A n s w e r : A s I s a i d , i " i t c o n t i n u e s , p l a n n i n g and d i s c u s s i o n s c a n s t a r t 

s h o r t l y . I think that's the l a s t question. B e f o r e I c l o s e , I should j u s t 

l i k e to e x p r e s s the g r e a t a p p r e c i a t i o n that I have had of the p r i v i l e g e of 

s e r v i n g u n d e r y o u r m a g n i f i c a n t m a y o r d u r i n g t h e s e d i f f i c u l t t i m e s . T h a n k 

you v e r y much. 

E N D 



Mayor V/ashington's statement A p r i l 10, 1968 

U»30 p.m. 

I c o n ferred w i t h Mr. Cyrus Vance and General Ralph E . h a i n e S j 

J r * , Task Force Commander, e a r l y t h i s a f t e r n o o n . Based on our 

d i s c u s s i o n , and the f a c t t h a t the s i t u a t i o n continues t o improve, 

Vance has returned to New Yorko 



Statement 

MAYOR WALTER E. WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1968 

The curfew today w i l l go into effect at midnight and end at 

4 a.m. 

Liquor by the drink w i l l be sold until 11 p.m. Package liquor 

stores w i l l close at the normal 9p.m. hour. 

Further relaxation of the restrictions were decided on after I 

received reports that the city has experienced another night of calm. 

Firearms and gasoline restrictions, however, remain in effect. 

A l l restrictions w i l l continue to be reviewed as the city returns 

to normal a c t i v i t i e s . 



PRESS ADVTSORT 

April 11, 1968 

Mayor Washington invites members of the press and radio 

and television reporters to join him i n a briefing and a v i s i t 

to units of the regular army and D.C. National Guard which have 

been assisting the Distr ic t Government for the past few days* 

The briefing w i l l be at 1 p.m. in the 6th floor press room 

(Room 605U) of the Municipal Center, 300 Indiana Ave., N»W# 

Buses w i l l transport the party, which w i l l include General Ralph 

Haines, J r . , the Task Force Commander, and other o f f i c i a l s to 

several locations where the units have been quartered. The complete 

itinerary w i l l be announced at the briefing. 

The briefing w i l l include a v i s i t to the Task Force Command 

Post at the Municipal Center0 
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Evening C t a r 

A p r i l 5, 1968 

King's Legacy 
The bullet that shattered the life 

of Martin Luther K i n ? has silenced a 
powerful, eloquent and persuasive ad-

' vocale of racial reason at the moment 
when he was most needed. 

T h i s is a time for sorrow. I t is a 
time for shame. I t is a time for redcrli-

• cation to those principles of freedom, 
justice and peace to which Dr . K i n g 
devoted himself, and for which his life 
was forfeit. 

I t is not a time for violence. 
T h e explosions of anger and anguish 

that swept jthro 11 ch sr a ft owi_jconi m u -
nitics tliro«iehoj11. "the. nation, includ
ing, our own, we're perhap.<^^vif.abift, 
JSTI r e v e 1 y l ii c i ti '< • • 1 i. 0' f" v in i P n r P _ a 1 j £ J o o t ; 

J m r was a renu!iciai ;on and a desccrri-., 
tion of the legacy i h a t D r . I-ung^.rnd,. 

Tried to" leave. *"** * * 
Now the emotional convulsion of the 

night has passed. The future, the diff i 
cult and dangerous future of relations 
between the races, must b* faced. I n 
Memphis, the march that Dr . K i n s was 
scheduled to lead on Monday apparently 
will proceed. I n Washington, plans are 

going ahead to assemble the army of 
the nation's poor, recruited by Dr. K i n g , 
to petition Congress for an end to pov
erty. There can be no avoiding the fact 
that the potential for violence, already 
present in such a confrontation, now 
has been compounded by the loss of the 
leader. 

We are now, all of us. heirs to the 
dream of America that Martin Luther 
K i n g followed throughout his life. We 
must remember that he was a man who 
dedicated himself to a belief in this 
nation: who strove to change and to 
improve the system in which he lived, 
not to destroy it. We must urge the 
Congress to act now 10 erase the final 
legal indignities that still bar some citi 
zens from a full participation in Ameri 
can life. And. we must all look deep 
within our hearts to seek out the fester
ing vestiges of racial distrust, suspicion 
and fear, and to find the understanding 
and the forgiveness that will let this 
society survive. 

Dr. King's voice has been silenced. 
But we must still heed his words. 



Evening S t a r 

A p r i l 7, I960 

T h e assassination of the Rev. Dr. 
Mart in Luther K i n g , monstrous as that 
crime was, cannot in any way excuse or 
explain the massive wave of looting, 
burning and killing which followed in 
Washington and a dozen or more other 
cities. Nor is any useful purpose served 
by trying to offer justifications for the 
behavior of the mindless ones. 

T h e thousands of men, women and 
children who surged through the streets 
of the Nation's Capital stealing and put
ting the torch to looted stores were not 
motivated by grief or anguish resulting 
from the murder of the civil rights lead
er. T h e y were in a festive mood, bent 
upon grabbing what they could while the 
grabbing was good. And the police force, 
unable to cope with criminal activity on 
such a scale, had to stand by in many 
instances and let the looters have their 
way. 

I t should be emphasized at this point 
that a majority, probably a very large 
majority, of Washington's Negro com
munity took no part in the binge. Per
haps they heeded the wise counsel of the 
Rev. Walter Fauntroy. I n any event they 
stayed out of it although many were 
driven by fire from their homes, victims 
of a consequence of blind violence. 

T h e statistics, though preliminary in 
nature, tell the story. The police, re in
forced by some 4,000 federal troops and 
National Guardsmen, with another 2,000 
i n reserve, had the situation more or less 
under control by Saturday morning. 
There was still some looting, but for the 
most part the streets were quiet and 
largely deserted. Five people were dead, 
however, at least 350 had been injured, 
more than 2,000 had been arrested and 
229 fires had been counted—a truly 
infamous chapter in the story of the 
Capital City. 

Much of the damage could have been 
prevented. By noon on Friday or very 
shortly thereafter it was obvious that 

the police could not handle the situation, 
and they said so. BuTbecausc someone in 
official position was unwilling to make 
the f irm and prompt decision, at least 
five hours passed before the first troops 

appeared on the scene to lend a hand. 
Apparently the lesson of last year's De
troit riot had not been learned in W a s h 
ington. — ... 

T h e violence and the threats of vio
lence had definite anti-white overtones. 
This , of course, is not surprising. But its 
implications for the future are ominous. 

Most of the shops and stores that 
were looted were owned by whites. I n the 
main, those bearing the "Soul Brother" 
insignia were spared. The teen-agers 
who hurled rocks, bottles and debris at 
passing automobiles were careful to se
lect cars occupied by whites as their tar-., 
gets. A girl student was quoted as saying 
that Dr . K i n g "compromised his life, 
away . . . I f I ' m non-violent, I ' l l die. I f 
I ' m violent, I ' l l still die, but I ' l l take a 
honky with me." This is just a sampling 
—there was much more of the same. 

We think this is ominous for two 
principal reasons. 

One is the effect that it is bound to 
have on the future course of the effort to 
fully implement the rights of Negroes. 
The extreme militants have been saying 
in the past and are saying more loudly 
now that the doctrine of non-violence as 
preached and practiced by Dr . K i n g has 
demonstrably failed. And they are doing 
everything in their power to persuade 
the K i n g followers that their best hope 
fpr_thf,_future lies in violence and more 
violence. They will make some converts, • 
especially among the younger Negroes. 
One need only look at the wild disarray 
on Negro campuses around the country ; 
to appreciate the danger. The Blaci : 



Power advocates were making signifi
cant headway in the colleges before 
the murder of Dr. King . They can expect 
their efforts to be even more successful 
now. And if responsible, rational leader
ship is not to be forthcoming from this 
generation of Ncgrp collegians, what can 
be expected from the younger groups, 
especially the dropouts? 

What wc have been witnessing in 
Washington and in other cities across 
the land have not been race riots. Armed 
white men have not been shooting it out 
in the streets with armed Negroes, as in 
some former years, and wc hope and 
believe that it will never come to that. 
But if the level of violence should rise in 
the future, one consequence will be inev
itable. What remains of the effort to 
close the gap, to bring white and blacks 
together in seeking to obtain justice for 
all , will go down the drain. And that in 
its turn could lead to an enduring es
trangement, the consequences of which, 
as the President has correctly said, " w i l l 
be nothing less than a catastrophe for 
our country." The merchants of hate will 
persist in their attempts to create two 
Americas — a white America and a black 
America. I f they should succeed, those 
who now are taking the hate-whitey line 
and who may be tempted to follow the 
Stokely Carmichacis and the H . R a p 
Browns should understand two things: 
One, success for this misguided effort is 
not inconceivable. Two, if it comes to 
pass nothing but disaster lies at the end 
of the hate road -- a disaster for all of us 

.but most especially for the Negro. 
T h e second reason for thinking that 

the swelling anti-white attitude is omi
nous lies in the adverse effect that it will 
have on the several programs designed 
to facilitate the emergence of the Negro 
as a full-fledged member of the Ameri 
can society. 

Dr. K i n g had been talking in terms of 
spending some 320 billion a year on 
cleaning up the ghettos, on the creation 
of job opportunities for Negroes, on i m 
proved education, better health and the 
like. • 

T h i s cost figure probably is not real 
istic while the war in Vietnam continues 

i to consume many billions of dollars — 
! dollars which are not now being raised 

by taxes mid the expenditure of which 
. therefore stimulates a mounting inf la -
; tion. Nevertheless, there has been, we 

believe, a growing realization among 
I whites that a significant start should be 
: made in attacking these problems, 
i Presumably this will be a major as

pect of the address which the President 
intends to deliver Monday evening to a 
joint session of Congress. 

The legislators, however, have been 
and will continue to be sensitive to the 
sentiments of their constituents, 90 per
cent of whom are white. I t is hardly-
necessary to add that Negro violence and 
threats of violence are not calculated to 
induce the white majority to make the 
sacrifices that will be needed to put the 
corrective programs into effect. 

If there are Negroes who really think 
otherwise, they arc sadly mistaken. And 
the final irony, the final tragedy, of Dr. 
King's assassination will come if the 
hate-filled militants should succeed In 
destroying everything he stood for and 
worked for. " - ' 



Evening Star 

April 8, 1968 

Now that the looting and the burn
ing have subsided, the question of 
^whether to prosecute Stokely Carml-
[cnael un^er*"the aliti-rfot 'pirovifiorio? 
the iiistrtctTniv7*cririie"lav/'is fcbliovecj 
to be receiving high-level attention. 

Carmichael is reported to have told 
a street crowd on Thursday night: "Go 
home and get you a gun and then come 
back because I got me a gun." There 
apparently Is only one witness who 
might be relied upon to testify to this 
remark. On Friday morning, however, 
Carmichael said much the same thing 

at a press conference. Among his several 
inflammatory statements during the-
conference was this: The killing of Dr. 
King "made it a lot easier for a lot of 
Negroes—they know it's thru to get guns 
now." 

Carmichael, we suppose, would con
tend that his remarks stop short of a 
specific incitement to riot. 6ut.lt fcems 
,tq_us_tha_t_there lsjenouth.evklehco to 
justify a prosecution. If he should' fce 
brought to trial and ccquittcd, then the 
need for a broader anti-riot law will at 
least have been established. 

http://6ut.lt


Evening Star 

April 9 , 1968 

Trial by Fire 
it is entirely possible that one of the 

major false doctrines of the clay—the 
characterization of the gpliceman as the 
enemy of 11!ê .eiUvvn —b_s. been_f f £ejc"_, 
"Hyely buried in.thejshes.of Washlng-
t QflCs, viQ.11 n t. \v e (; 1; en c t _ 

Both the firemen and the police, 
manning the front lines, battled the 
madness to the point of total exhaus
tion,.and acquittedthemselycs with high 
distinction. But it was the policciriehT 
From'the" top brass to the rookie, who 
quite literally held the fate of the city in 
their hands during the early critical 
hours. Their courage and thci r di sc 1 p I in e 
iJ?J.̂ S!>'?ll!XliCril1i''HP™fr7p.cliyo an.vwer 
possible to those _ who preach violence 
and disc6r-i .and,wh6,'are~de a;cn retift6 
the destruction of this community. 

"The~oruors'given to the pauuimen by 
their officers calling for firmness and 
restraint were exactly correct, and were 
correctly carried out in the face of occa

sionally extreme provocatlon._Tho.se who, 
fcj Vfi_c rj ? i el ? e d - J h e „noJj CA/o r. ja c t In jj, t no. 
sloycJxJ.p_curb j h eject ers should remcm-.. 
.ber that forcefulCtion.. must_ be a s 
tempted only when it eanjbe carried out. 
"For the police to have tried to move 
against,. ,everv Jneiden t_ o M awbreakin 
'before the^ troops., arrived might only' 
have spread* the violence, the bloodshed 
i i l i r i .the dep',h.'toll. 

It must also be remembered that the 
number of rioters and looters was but a 
small percentage of the population of 
the inner city. For the overwhelming 
majority, the sight of the blue uniforms 
must have been a reassuring sign that 
sanity and stability still existed in the 
midst of chaos. As the task of binding up 
the community's wounds gets underway, 
most Washingtonian's will carry with 
them a clear memory of theJ'nje their 
metropojltan,.ppliee force was put to the 
test, and name through magnificently. 

http://provocatlon._Tho.se


Evening S t a r 

A p r i l 9, 1968 

The City's Response 
The devastation in the streets had 

hardly begun last week when this com
munity turned to the task of minimizing 
the suffering and pulling together the 
pieces of the broken city. 

By Saturday, under the extraordi
nary program organized bygrea church
es, temporary shelter had been arranged 
and tons oi"f6od"ana*clothing, much of it 
cartea by statioii"~wagei'hs**and trucks 
from the suburbs, had been rushed to 
the aid of riot victims. 
~- By Sunday, the Jjrban Coalition 
which Mayor Washington so assiduously 
deveIOp_ed.sgyeral months ago had mobi
lized public, business, ciyic knd hidivTdu-
al resources sufficiently to announce d en
tailed, active programs to provide~etner"-
^eiicy food^hous in g. fin a n p j a'lja|sj£tanc £ 
and employment guidance. 

By yesterday ""morning, the extent 
of the losses was being methodically 
calculated by teams of engineers in the 
streets, and back in the offices plans 
already were being made for the rebuild
ing job that lies ahead. In a city accus
tomed to disorganization, slow-paced 
planning and slower action, this was a 
remarkable performance. 

It may be that nothing unifies a peo
ple so effectively as human disaster, but 
.the heartening response of so many di
verse individuals and interests during 
:~the last few days is only one part of the 
:.'story. The initiation of and the drive for 
* these effortsi canie__dlrectly, in**large[ 
measure, from. Walter Washington" and 
his ton^aides^ It was a supefb~exercise of 
leadership. The s75o111aireouTovatfoil" a"c"*" 
.. cordecfthe" mayor, by citizen leaders of 
.'the Coaiition.oii Sundav'Twh'n'he a'p-
• peared before them oil" Ene verge 6f"ex-
''"haiistion, was"a"t7i'5iftFiulTy'deserved*. 

The first results of the damage'sur-
• veys, defining the dimensions of the re
building job ahead, became available 

- today. 
The existing programs of immediate, 

".emergency relief, assuming they are ad

equately supported, seem sufficient for 
the moment. It appears, for example, 
that there are enough facitities to re
house displacees for temporary periods. 
Mobile units and emergency centers al
ready are functioning to meet other 
urgent demands in the stricken neigh
borhoods. There are adequate supplies 
of food. 

The much harder test of the resilien
cy of the District and its citizens will be 
faced in the long-range job of recon
struction, of restoring permanent homes, 
of reviving businesses senselessly and 
ruthlessly wiped out. £i]t_for_a 1 l_,of..the 
challenge, this task alsojpresents opix>i> 
Tunities,*bf whieii'tiieDisuict Building is 
obvioi^slyliwafe. " " " 
"**^THFi^rs:lilready talk, for example, of 
invoking urban renewal powers, with all 
their ability to~puir~together federal 
and local resources, as a framework for 
restoring the sections of greatest devas
tation — and to step up the renewal 
program already under way in the Shaw 
area. While it is too early to be precise, 
these efforts might well result in sub
stantial increases in the low-income 
housing supply if the planning process 
can be expedited and the plans are im
aginatively drawn. The possibilities, as 
to both residential and commercial 
properties, most assuredly should be 
pursued. 

It is tragic that these efforts will 
inevitably divert both energies and re
sources from other demands which al
ready were pressing upon this city, but 
nothing is to be gained now by lament
ing that point. We also hope that no one 
will let the events of the past week 
divert them from the ambitious pro
grams to provide permanent jobs for the 
hard-core unemployed and summer jobs 
for youths. 

A commitment to the task of making 
Washington a model city is more urgent 
now than ever, and It is a commitment 
in which we all must join. 
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Civil Rights 
The final passage yesterday of the 

1968 civil rights bill has been hailed 
by some as a fitting monument to 
Dr. Martin Luther King. Others have 
condemned the vote in ,thc House of 
Representatives as an act of legislative 
cowardice, a capitulation to hysteria and 
a bowing to the demands of the mob. 

It was, in fact, none of these things. 
It is possible that the wave of emo
tionalism that followed the assassina
tion of Dr. King swung a few votes 
behind the bill. It is also possible that 
the violence which, quite literally, cast 
a pall of smoke over the Capitol dome, 
stiffened the resistance of a few waver
ing representatives. But the reason the 
civil rights bill passed by such impres
sive margins In both the House and the 
Senate had little to do with the indi
vidual madness of the assassin or the 
collective madness of the mob. The bill 
passed because It is, in Its essential pro
visions, a good bill. 

I t is proper that no citizen should be 
denied the right to buy or rent a home 
because of his race. It is proper that any 
man working to insure constitutional 
rights for himself or for others should 
be protected from intimidation and from 
physical harm. It is proper that Ameri
can Indians should finally be singled out 
for special assistance. 

Act, 1968 
On the other side of the coin, Con

gress attempted to legislate against 
those who cross state lines for the pur
pose of fomenting civil disorders, and 
against the manufacture, sale or demon
stration of guns and incendiary devices 
intended for use in riots. These provi
sions, while fully justifiable, will be dif
ficult to enforce because of the required 
proof of intent. 

The bill, however, represents another 
giant step forward. Now only the Presi
dent's signature Is needed to bring Into 
being the first federal open housing law 
in the nation's history. 

There_shouM be no mistaken belief,^ 
however** that jthS^^liflStlSlli-^5*iL 

'na&^yffilne cssientlai; rjicAJprftblcm, 
*of "the .da£p'r thatanv.rliscerid.b 
*of~thT tensions that;,,, grip our,jpities_3_llL 
*folTow.~Tne~Ya^ the_ basic 
p7c*bT*§rli~oT*t"Fe inner cftyIs stifnaK^Jy 
\intoaeTi'eo.TyiSj| p f y ^ n T f i i ^ ^ c ^ a n d s 
^ o r ^ t K a j i ^ a h actjof"Congress jinrl^an 
idealistic fledlca^i^Hy^ne** voters.. It 
"d^TiTds~"the""th'Ought; the energy and 
the money of the government, the busi
ness community and the citizen. I t re
quires time. But until the malignant 
despair of the ghetto is overcome and 
until the spreading decay of the inner 
city is checked, the raw materials for 
violence and disaster will exist. 
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Pov/ers o: Ihs Ccmi 
By Monday night Chief Judge E a r -

old H. Greene was able to announce that 
all riot-related arrest cases before the 
D.C. Court of General Session.- had been 
processed. That work load amounted to 
more than 1,850 cases, many involving 
looting and arson. It was a notable 

. achievement, l.nyoIvlng\_as.Jju : ,e Green•-* 
n_urrtT''virtual miracles" of court oroce-. 
dure. - — — 

What is one to think, against this 
background, of the American Civil Liber
ties Union suit charging that the "ad
ministration of justice in the District of 
Columbia has come to a virtual s tand
still"? Judge Greene's anger at_,the__ 
r-harge was entirely justified - . i l r i i H C C . -

1 opinion so was the dismissal of the suit by 
.Chief JudgeCm-ran of the DistricyJoJIrj"" 

The mere volume of cases handled is 
of course no accurate measure of justice. 
The basic complaint of the suit was that 
large numbers of arrested persons were 
illegally detained as a result of bond re
quirements rather than being released 
immediately on their personal recog
nizance under terms of the 1066 Bail 
Reform Act. 

But let us examine that complaint. 
The Intent of the Bail Act is to prevent 

unreasonable detention when suspects 
are unable to raise money for ball set by 
the courts. Accordingly, it calls for the 
release of accused persons on "personal, 
bond," which means no bond at all, If 
this action Is justified by three factors: 
Record of employment, length of resi
dence and family ties. 

What the court specifically was deal
ing with in this instance, however, were 
large numbers of looters and arsonists, 
many of whom would very probably have 
gone right back to looting and burning if 
there had been nothlr.3 to discourage 
such actions. In this kind of situation 
the three factors cited above arc not 
enough. A fourth.ne:ds to be nnn-^rrrtl^ 
»f p iJU&SA, ft!*"- rU'IP.' ! ; b ? J / L ? ? I z i i ' L X ' L . 
the communjt/._ 

*"We find ft "hard to believe that the 
courts, in such a crisis, lack the authori
ty to weigh "danger to the community" 
as a legitimate factor In their decisions. 
If this assumption is in error, how
ever, now is the time to find out and 
to change the,Ball Aet^in^a^manner 

twh ich w nuid_ 5 0c c 1 fica 11 y v r:m ft _ J IvT 
^lxlmr_of bond Yn' amoimtoEfficient to. 
make*susp ec ts "a 11 e a stjhink tv• 1 cc"abbutT 
R^fr"actTdns while they are at liberty. 
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Total Irresponsibility 
An organization called CHANGE met 

last week ostensibly to discuss respon
sibility for the looting and burning in 
the upper Cardozo area and to plan 
for the future. The meeting soon turned 
Into an irresponsible shouting match. 

At the outset suggestions were made 
for replacing liquor stores with high-
rise apartments and low-cost housing. 
Then a spokesman for Build Black said 
that more black businessmen are needed 
in the area. "Those lily-white business
men," he said, "should lend us the 
money to establish Negro businesses." 

Reed Scott, president of the Colum
bia Heights Businessmen's Association, 

stated that several Negro members of 
his organization had their businesses 
burned out. Someone shouted: "They 
were a colored front" for white owners. 
Another member of the group had this 
to offer: "We'll plan this city with 
gasoline." 

Scott later told reporters he did not 
know whether businessmen would want 
to rebuild their stores in the area. I f 
this errs, it is on the side of caution. 
For-ii»ths~sentimcnts expressed, at the 
_CK ANGK_ meeting reflect the mood_of 
•the, community, there Js_n,oi^ging_tp. 
be any~feSuliding—certainly not with 
white money. 



Evening S t a r 

A p r i l 16, 1968 

Neg/o Leadership Struggle 
One of the most critical questions 

arising In the wake of the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King has to do with 
the direction in which the Negro masses 
,will turn now for leadership. Will they 
choose moderation, extremism or possi
bly something in between? 
? [ Two interesting and sharply conflict
ing views of this matter are set forth in 
the current issue of U.S. News & World 
Report. 

One of the comments comes from 
Whitney M. Young Jr., executive director 
of the National Urban League. 
- , Insisting that he is as "militant" as 
anybody, Young doubts that it is accu
rate to distinguish Between ImiTfants 
and moderates. The appropri"iT^dislfm>" 
tlon, he. TnsTsTsT "sTfoTOd^e^i^T^TrTTiurrP 
ejs^nTChuirdgrs.** between 'insane arid 
sane leadership. And he thinks that If 
the white community turns away now 
' from the ghetto people the "5 percent of 
• the Negroes who riot" might well In
crease. 

What about Stokely Carmichael as 
. the Inheritor of the leadership mantle? 
- The Urban League leader conveys the 
impression that the Carmichael brand 
of leadership Is not the wave of the fu
ture. "His following_right. now," Youn? 
said, "amounts to about 50_Negroes_and 
jibout_5,0C~0 whTte~repofte'r"s—-newspaper., 
•television and radio reporters^hey' pa.ve_ 
created him. There is no organization; 
there is no following. They~lia"v'e pro-

Jected.hto^ndjhlsjias kept him alive." 
A white man, Dr. Lewis killian, head 

of the department of sociology at Florida 
State University, a largely white institu
tion, doesn't agree. 

He says that Carmichael at this point 
Is the obvious candidate to succeed to 
Negro leadership. He thinks that a chal
lenge to Carmichael's leadership poten
tial could come from the Urban League 
and similar groups, or from well known 
individual Negroes such as Jimmy 
Brown, recently of the C l e v e l a n d 
Browns. As of this time, however, Dr. 
Killian seems ready to put his bets on 
Carmichael's ability to recruit a potent 
following among the ideological poor in 
the Negro community and among the 
young intellectuals on the Negro college 
campuses. 

Whitney Young presumably was 
guilty of intentional exaggeration in his 
assessment of the part played by the 
news media in the rise of Stokely Carmi
chael, although there doubtless Is some 
truth in what he says. Any notion that 
the Carmichaels would go away if they 
were ignored, however, is nothing but 
wishful thinking. They are going to re
main with us and they will be a contin
uing threat to our society unless the 
"moderate" Negro leaders, supported by 
an understanding white community, will 
make common cause against them and 
against the conditions on which they 
thrive. 
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Daley's h\kk:ke 
Mayor Richard J . Daley of Chicago 

has stirred up a hornet's nest by order
ing police to shoot to kill arsonists in any 
future riots. Daley may deserve to be 
stung, but not for the reason most of the 
hornets have in mind. 

The general tenor of the outcry Is 
that the mayor is inhuman, that he sets 
property value above the value of human 
life. T h i s line of argument, despite its 
fine liberal ring, overlooks one basic fact. 
I n the recent riots, the fires were the 
major cause of death. And most of the 
dead — including the Negro baby '.'.ho 
was burned to death in Chicago when a 
fire bomb landed in his crib — were 
innocent victims of the violence. 

T h e mayor, it seems clear enough, 
was motivated by exactly the same thing 
that concerns most of his critics; the 
preservation of human life and the 
quickest possible restoration of order. I f 
he is in error—and we believe he is—it is 
not in his refusal to shrug off the deadly 
crime of arson. I t is in his belief that the 
get-tough tactics will result in quicker 
and less costly suppression of the vio
lence. 

J)aley's_mistake..lies i in thinking o_f a 
riot as simply, anotherexample of cr imi
nal" behavior. I t is n o t l t j s j T n i a n i f e s t - . J 
tion of "mass disaffection—mass mad
ness, lJHfo*u"fri'i''•"-t' is "hot"an individual" 
antisocial .act"tlr> C c p i i ^ - W J . : i " ' " ' ' 1 b D l J L 

individual police action. 
I n trie "opinion of most competent 

police authority, action such as Mayor 
• Daley has ordered--particularly his de

mand that police should "shoot to malm 
or cripple" looters—would serve only to 
spread the violence, the destruction and 
the bloodshed. The proper tactic is to try 
to prevent the disorder from spreading 
until a sufficient show of armed force 
can be moved into the riot area. 

This is not to say that either arson or 
riots arc to be condoned. The criminals 
should be arrested and if necessary force 
should be used to make the arrests. This 
assumes, of course, the police ar,e not 
so overwhelmingly outnumbered that 
they cannot carry out the arre.it_.Thc 
one thing wors_c_than police. inaction 
is an ineffectual aj / ; cnW_tn_act . 

I t must also be said that the mayor's 
outburst was appallingly Hl-ttmed._In 
those cities w h i c h , haveL_Jnst_.passed^ 
throu°.ii"trie jorgeai.or •••>ilenee. the"?m-
ph'asis must be on co^hngjears a- i ' " J i . -
feed" pa-;sionsr"'Da!cy\s_ order .e;i .n_b^ 
distorted by"the d teclpfe vofj y'otencc.inia 

"It"virtual declaratiort of wa_rby the "e.s-
_taJoTishmei).['' oiij.he ghetto. 

The "mayors words"'stand in sharp 
contrast to the responsible action by 
Dick Gregory in calling off the planned 
disruption of the Democratic National 
Convention, for fear of touching off 
mass disturbances. Gregory, a militant 
civil rights activist, said that "as a citi 
zen and as an American I am not going 
to be responsible for any violence or any 
rioting at a l l . " Unfortunately, regardless 
of good intentions, the same cannot be 
said of Mayor Daley's "shoot-to-kill" 
command. 

http://arre.it_.Thc
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A Time of Tried tf-i-i/ 
Washington is now being tested—and by tho kind 

of crisis which has brought turmoil and tragedy 
to so many American cities. There Is disorder in 
some portion.-, of th.e Capital. The authorities, how
ever, have ample resources to contain raid control 
it. The police have conducted themselves with ad
mirable .discipline, restraint, courage and good 
sense. They now have the support of National 
Guardsmen and regular United State;, Army troops. 

The violence that has swept over the city has 
already done great damage; and the end of it is 
not in sight. The causes are complex; but there can 
be no doubt that they arc rooted in many sins of 
omission and commission, and the account will not 
be settled simply or soon. 

The first obligation of every citizen is to obey 
the law and respect the institution of the authori
ties. Home is a good place to stay this week-end. 
The spreading of rumor can only produce panic. 
Rumor and panic are poor counselors. They deserve 
to be shunned by everyone of good sense and good 
will. And it ought to be remembered that Incite
ment to violence of any kind is as recklessly irre
sponsible as violence itself. 

Those whose lot it. is to main'am order must 
temper firmness with re-'.nint.-While force must, 
of course, be met.bv,jorce, there is cnoimh in the 
record of rioting in oilier cities to argue for meas
uring such force with the utmost care. Fortunate-
ly, there are'civilinn le^lers_jvLUloJA.jac.C;.J^l^. 
.ing in close cooperation v,jtq the Mayor ?.Ld_his 
aides to br nn mr.rormnont to the rule of reason.. 
Calmness, judgment, good will arc ii.o_yuk».p/Thq 
dayTThese will prevail iinVashington--both to re
store order and to undertake the reconciliation that 
must be the foundation of a healthier future. 
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Past and Present Wounds?,?.^ 
Now.that violence has exploded in the streets 

there are plenty of white Americans ready to 
blame the whole Negro community for the of
fenses of a small minority of looting incendiaries.' 

. They have their counterpart in Stokely Carmichael, 
who indicted the whole white community for the 
dreadful crime thai took the life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

In all great criminal matters it is important to 
find out who is not guilty as well as to discover 
who is guilty. The millions of sober, decent, law-
abiding and patriotic Negroes of this country are 
not guilty of the violence in the ghetto. And the ' 
millions of sober, decent, law-abiding and patriotic 
white, people who have loved and respected Martin 
Luther King did not kill him. 

We must rise above the racial generalizations 
that are the first symptoms of racist sickness and 
prejudice. To the racists in both communities we 
must repeat Burke's warning: "You cannot indict 
a whole people." 

It is easier to forgive the Negro than it is the 
white man for this kind of racism. Generations of 
white discrimination and injustice have fixed in 
the minds of Negroes an image that will not be 
erased until long after all the manifestations of 
racial intolerance have been removed. It is no 
small price that a people must pay for more than 
a century of indifference and indignity. We will 
have to pay it in installments that will be exacted 
year by year, long after white people have dealt 
fairly and honorably with the Negro. White peo
ple are going to have to be prepared for this long 
historical interval of probation. Millions of unre-
membercd acts of hate and cruelty and perversity 
explain this psychology. We must not expect it • 
to disappear, even when the offenses that oc
casioned it are gone—and they are yet far from 
banished. 

The wounds from this grim past, and the wounds 
of this grim present, will not be healed by the 
hates that have been engendered, by dangerous 
generalizations that put forward racial concepts 
of guilt, that condemn whole racial communities 
in their entirety. If ever they are healed it will 
be by love and not by hate; by love that recog
nizes individual character and scorns collective 
blame; by affection that respects the human quali
ties that are no matter of race or appearance; by 
a humanity that makes us deal mercifully v.ith 
weakness, forgivingly with wrongdoing and pa
tiently with the waywardness of all God's children. 

What we attempt in this spirit will avail some
thing toward diminishing the wrongs of past and 
present; nothing that we undertake without this 
spirit will succeed. 

Let the fearful crime at Memphis and the- ter
rible violence in our streets turn us not to h. 'Tcd; 
let them turn us instead toward love and under
standing horn out of the misery and anguish of 
the human condition and nurtured by a hope and 
determination to better the lot of all the family of 
man so that one day we may look back upon these 
days as the bid old times before the Nation -was 
reborn. • . 
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So Far, Well Done 
It is not yet over, this trauma that has seized 

our city. Wc now know, if we did not know before, 
how dry the tinder is and how susceptible to al
most any random spark. The violence may yet 
get worse before; it dies away, or die away and 
suddenly reignitc. So it is perhaps a little early 
for flat and final judgments on the authorities 
who have struggled so long and so hard these 
past days to maintain order and deal with dis
order—^hvyjorJVajn)^ 
Fletcher, Safety Director Patrick Muroliv. Chief 
of Police John Layton, Mr. Cyrus Vance, the police, 
the firemen, the Guardsmen, the Federal troops 
and the Justice Department. 
. But it is not too soon for an interim judgment 
on their performance or for some tentative con
clusions about their general philosophy and basic 
strategy. On balance, the first judgment has to 
be that they have so far served this city hand
somely. And they have done so in large part be
cause thev have set the right premiums and fixed 
„the right priorities-
Human life has been valued ahead of property-

There has been a conscious effort, on the part of 
the forces of law and order, to avoid the provoc
ative, incendiary act. Fires have been lit, literally, 
but few sparks have been struck, figuratively, by 
the authorities. Force has been brought to bcarf 

but with restraint. If looting was countenanced 
and law-breaking condoned by failure to crack 
down hard at the very outset, the pressure has 
been progressively tightened with the arrival of 
nearly 12,000 troops and with a steady increase 
in arrests to clear the streets of the worst trouble
makers. '-

There has been terrible property damage—but 
relatively few deaths. .There have been many 
more arrests in two days than were made in De
troit or Newark last summer over considerably 
Jonger period^ of r iot" 1 " : but by early Sunday 
morning, no soldier had fired anything more lethal 
than a tear-gas cannister and sniping had yet to 
.break out on a serious scale. Stokely Carmichael, 
who was preaching revolution and inciting violence 
at the beginning, was still at large but very little 
in evidence although he remains a difficult problem. 

For this policy of force, tempered with restraint, 
a price is obviously paid. It must be reckoned in 
the blind eye turned to open law-breaking, in the 
$10 million or more of property damage, in the 
small shopkeepers wiped out, in the sometimes 
capricious arrest for burglary of some looters while 
others were ignored. Justice must nov/ be tem
pered, even while it is meted out to those who 
broke the law—and, in any case, it should be meted 
out with a minimum of delay. And the burden of 
repairing the damage must be shared. For the bur-

' den of responsibility does not lie narrowly, with a 
relatively few lawbreakers and still less w-ith their 
victims. It lies broadly with a city and a society 
which has ignored for too long the urgeavt needs 
which gave rise, however indirectly and irgationaTf^ 
and irresponsibly, to violence. 
Even for the immediate repairs, the price will 

be high. And some may be tempted, with the bene
fit of hindsight, to question whether there need 
have been so high a price if the crisis had somehow 
been handled differently at the start. Adready the 
second-guessing has begun. Should Jmcre troop's 
have been brought in faster? Should Stokelv Car
michael have been locked up ri:'nt awa-v? Should, 
looting have teen more vigorously suppressed? 
We will never know. But those who would sec

ond-guess must consider all the possiMe conse
quences, and not simply those they would have 
preferred. Thev must wonder whether eui^k and 
massive force might not have provoked stLiil greater 
violence, more use of guns, a far greatar loss of 
life and at least as much looting and argon and"* 
ilarVij.^c to nnmertv. When all the alternatives and 
the imponderables are weighed, it is less easy to 
find fault with the performance of hanE pressed 
officials who do not have the luxury of */ second 
St/ess. ——— .... 
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Justice During a Crisis'^**1 

The complaint of the American Civil Liberties 
Union that "the administration of justice in the 
District of Columbia has coine to a virtual stand
still" because of the riot does not stand up. Nor 
does the allegation that there has been a whole
sale deprivation of the civil rights of those arrested 
during the last few days. It is fair to fault the men 
charged with administering justice in the District 
for failing to profit in advance from what had been 
learned previously in other cities. But, given this 
lack of foresight, the accomplishments of the judges 
of the Court ofGencrai*"Sessions and of the Kun~~ 
jJLld^ojvolunTcor" lawyers si7nTeT îoray'^night was" 
remarkably good. 
Between 10 a.m. Friday and 9:3Q_p.m. Monday, 

_the court was in almost continuous session. During 
that time, 1869 persons a'ppeared before a judge 
Each was told of his rights, assigned a lawyer, and 
had bail setT*"/Ts~nuniT"felony and serious misdea-
^meanor cases were initTaTed**as~are rmrmaUy ided" 
in six week's. Undoubtedly, there~were ndscarrilTg'es" 

"ot^justice. Some persons were Arrested and jailed 
who should not have been. Some persons are still 
in jail because the bonds set in their cases are un
reasonably high. But what is most noteworthy about 
the last few days is that thc_rje;hts of so many have 
pj£n_fully_protedejj~For thTs7,thTlrj'"v o\vveTa^reaT 
deal of gFa'tiTude to the judges, particularly Judge 
fcreenej and^fojhe lawyers, particularly those who 
"do not practice criminal Taw regularly. 
' It may well be that the judges, at least some of 
them, departed from the spirit of the Bail Reform 
Act in setting bond. But they, like the city, were 
confronted with a crisis and they met it as best 
they could. If their original plan to review each 
case Within a day or so had been physically pos
sible, their initial decisions would not have created 
the hardships they have in some cases. Now that 
the worst is past, they must complete that review 
immediately. -. 

T h e basic lesson to be learned from these recent 
experiences, however, is tirat no normal system _ 

**oTnandling arrested persons can cope with the 
number's arrested during a time of c iv i l"dls^cr. 

"This"had"been demonstrated previously in ""other 
cities and recommendations to avoid it were made 
by the Kerner Commission. The District sjjffered_ 
because these recommendations__were noTlaEen m 

"heart promptly, by those in pgjJl'.oni^LJlH.L 1! 0!^ v_ 
There is~no use to assess individual blame for this 
because there is plenty to go around. The gross 
confusion that arose in the process of justice grew 
out of the points at which the various agencies— 
the police, the U.S. marshal's office, the District 
Attorney's office, the Court and the bar—rubbed 
against each other. There was no plan_to_me.sh_ 
their operations into a smooThly flowing j y s h u n 

j T F i t was su^enly 'cmitronted '^ i th handling I M P 
~ persons rather than tl^nonmil^fHoJ [On. 

Having""learned first hand that the existing sys
tem of processing arrested persons is incapable of 
meeting such an emergency, I h e . j e v e l a n t ^ f f i c b l s . 
jiow have an obligation to_deyiseva_ncw system^ 
that is capable. The*firstjtep is to arrange a ceiv" 
tralized booking "operation sn._tli.at it_will_ be pos-_ 
"sible to kno'w umat'is happening. Not "only"' were* 
"the court proceedings badly delayed because sus
pects and the charges against them were widely 
separated but, until dozens of volunteers pitched 
in to help the Court, no system existed that could 
tell anxious friends and relatives where suspects 
were and what was happening to them. The second_ 
step is to arrange physical facilities canable_or 

Tiandling" the great nunibTrT"of people involved!" 
The Court of General "Sessions probably needTnew* 
buildings anyway but its limited space severely 
complicated the speedy administration of justice 
in recent days. 

If the District should again have a disturbance 
of this kind, there will be no excuse for a system 
of justice that faltered as much as the existing one 
did over" the weekend. rBnt-Pivcn_ the system's 
shortcomings., j n a n y _of those involved in it per-" 
"formed magnificently and'the "î cor'd*"esmoiI*sl7crT*_ 
1>y tile'Court Qfycncr^Sc.ssions..farjitiijiasses tjiat _ 
"compiledin any other city which has faced .si mi I ar _ 
"problems in terms of "both the quality and quantity 

*oT""fusfice^ _ """" 

http://sn._tli.at
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Reconstruction 
Washington has a reconstruction job on its hands 

in human as well as in material terms. Perhaps the 
two can be combined. There is a vast amount of 
hard physical work to be done in clearing the 
rubble and restoring the wrecked, gutted, burned 
buildings that are the grim reminders of Wash
ington's fearful convulsion. At the same time, there 
is a problem involved in dealing with the 1200 to 
1400 persons arrested in Washington during the 
past weekend for serious offenses — looting, re
ceiving stolen property, destroying property and 
even, in a few instances, arson or assaulting an 
officer. 

These are grave crimes. Looting is a form of 
burglary and can be punished under the law by 
a prison sentence as long as 15 years. But the typi
cal person arrested during the disorder is not a 
typical burglar. Jlany, if not niost^of^the_dcfenil_; 
ants taken into custo'dy^haci jobs, families,,firm. 
Home addresses and ao criminal records. Some of 
them engaged in crime, perhaps, because they 
were caught up in the excitement of a mass hys
teria. Some, in weakness, succumbed to a tempta
tion to get something for nothing in a time and in 
an atmosphere when everybody else seemed to be 
doing the same thing. 

Tosubject these people to prison sentences^ 
wojrldJjc,jn~n^ 

\ h e m " . J ^ 
hone: arid the comm»'rnTty'ltselfuwouidrbo Jbg"P_ffl^ 
er. It is clear, however, that their offenses .camnot. 
^e ' lgr iored ' an*i «hoitfdrBol3"? glossed„over. To 
treat what they did as anything iess than a serious 
crime might well be to encourage repetition and 
even aggravation of the same sort of conduct if 
disorder should again strike the community at some 
future time. It would be wise, we think, to look 
for some constructive middle ground between 
blind retribution and corrupting tolerance. 

Let us suggest, with a full recognition of the ad
ministrative and technical difficulties that would 
be entailed, an alternative course for dealing with 
these culprits when they have been fairly tried 
and found guilty. Judges have power to put con
victed perjons on probation and to fix conditions 
for the probation period. .Would j t j r o t he JtosjWe, 
on a deliberate and selective*basis, of course, to 

release .many of those found guilty of dj;siroy)ng 
.property* or Tooling or_receiving stolen property^ 
on condition that thev volunteer to work for__,a_ 
specif ied_period n at. ..clearing r iand_c1eanin_L.wpJtheJ 

devastation for" which thejrjhared responsibility.^, 
"*~Sbme~drt^ would work 

full time at reconstruction tasks; others, with regu
lar jobs elsewhere, might serve extra hours at 
night or on weekends. They ought to be paid for 
whatever work they do, although on a modest 
scale in order to avoid putting a premium on loot
ing in any future crisis; and their participation 
ought to be strictly on their own volition, in order 
to avoid any implication of forced labor. 

C M 

The assumption behind this suggestion is that 
many of the wrongdoers would welcome a chance 
to make amends; and their willingness to do so 
would find a welcome and a response in the com
munity. In this connection, we endorse a pro
posal put forward recently by_William_Raspberry 

, pMhisjne wspaper^th at. loo ters_be. given a "chance" 
to return their ill-gotten goods withno_ questions 
asked and"no~"peh;dtio¥"i6^ response*to 
c"d7r-ciciicer"'l;Fe almoin dealing""with"''alf "tiiese"" 
people ought to be not so much to punish as to 

, save — and in doing so to restore the shattered 
sense of community. 

It would be difficult, undoubtedly, to harness a 
thousand or so persons with varied skills in a re
construction undertaking of this sort. But the re
sourcefulness of local and Federal authorities in 
undertakings such as PRim^and VISTA, ought 
to be equal to such a challenge. Sorne_ valuable 
vocational .j£ajnjng__anfl. mnnnwvjor^rehabilitalii.)!^ 
mlĝ .vt_3vc.H_conie out of.the process.JJuQnbsMni; 
nortflnt_n.LnU_hi-Q'U 
j^iying_wn)ngdoer5 a change to make amendsh.r 
•their wrongdoing* an"d~giviiigT^ 
whole a clwncif tb"*s "o^^ annre-
ĉiate both their contritiou and Uicjr c.-!»:.Ciiy for 

J - 'DM ,iri'ciioiii rotifer'Urm"*de;;niic\i<>h'.''' 
Tlie acceptance of respoiuiohiiy'and the offer 

of reparation would have benefits, we believe, for 
the guilty and for their victims alike. The com
munity's real aim and interest must lie not in re
crimination but in reconstruction — alike of the 
Substance and of the spirit of the community. 



Washington Post 

April Mi, 1968 

Strong Man if.iriZ 

"If we arc obliged to ael in memory of Dr. 
King," Rep. Joe! I'.'oyhill said Wednesday in the 
House debate on the civil rights bill, 'then I sub
mit that the next time a policeman or fireman,' 
or an innocent citizen, is slain in a riot caused 
by agitators, tins House is obligated to pass legis
lation, as another memorial to the dead, making 
it mandatory that, all police, i v u w i i . d Cu;.rJs:r.'.n 
and militiamen shoot to kill each and every looter 
or rioter henceforth." 

Mr. Broyhill must have had some sense of the 
enormity of this nonsequitur, some awareness of 
the moral pcrversitv of what he proposed because 
he went on at once to s;:y, " I propose nothing of 
the sort, Mr.. Speaker. But I do want to point 
out that what is justice in life or death for one, 
if America means what I think it means, is jus
tice in life or death for any other citizen of this 
land." 

What, then, teas Mr. Broyhill proposing? This 
is, even if devoid of any point or purpose._vcry 
jigly and very dang r̂ousjalk in.a city which has 
J_car"rTeT"c"noiigh'7rom the errorsj5n.djragedjes_qf 
.other cities. „t o_rr[ ra i \T from wa nton_i nd j sc r i' nip io. 
shooting by its law-cnfm;ceiuent, officers. Kj.l.ing 
looters, oiy suspf-ctedJ.op.tjiis, without trii»T__v,itU: 
ffl'.t so much, as a., drumhead court, may_h; .ftis. 
fying to -Mr. Broyhiil's idea of_justice or his con
cept ot̂ vjiat A:rieric.a__ciuaiis;ibyt it .is.jikciv_to 
be"costly in propeitv a$__weMa.i.Jife;—evoking 
more recklessness and violence aiui^ars.w,. and 
ah ootin̂  Jn.rpprw.aJ. 

Nothing mon* need be said of Mr. Broyhiil's 
statement than that it was characteristic of him. 

http://Jn.rpprw.aJ
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Riot Without Racism 
Now that the city has quieted down, it may be 

useful to reflect on how the rioting here differed 
from what other cities have experienced. Out of 
these differences can glow an understanding of 
some of the basic strengths of the Washington 
area. The recent disturbances here were marked 
by the relative absence of personal violence, of 
ppen racial hostility In confrontations between" 

.whites an"j*~bl'acks, and of snarling defiance of 
police and soldiers. There were instances of 
all three, of course, but these never reached 
the scale they did in Detroit and Newark last 
•ummer or even in Baltimore during the same 
few days. 

The relative absence of these things, which by 
their very nature make a riot even worse and 
make the wounds it creates more difficult to heal, 
probably grew out of two distinct sets of facts. 
.The first is the tactics adopted by the District's 
law-enforcement petsonnel for dealing with civil 

"disorders and the second -is the fundamental 
'nature Of the city and those whTlive in it. ~ 

jfre__ctecision._mada' months ago by ii"? police, 
not to meet looters w.tn**"anger ancTi'irepower*, 
served to avoid tho escalation in violence that 
other cities have experienced. Nothing stimulates 
terror and personal violence" more in a riot than 
shooting and nothing stimulates shooting more 
than terror and personal violence. All remained 
at a minimum here because there was no trigger
ing incident. The riot grew from anger at an event 
that occurred elsewhere, not from anger at pro
vocative police actions, as was the case in Newark 
and Detroit. 

Beyond this, however, is the nature of the city. 
The fact that a majority of its residents are 
Negroes in itself helped to dampen any racial 
overtones that might hive arisen. It is easy in 
most cities for an antiminority anger to spring 
up when a riot erupts in a minority ghetto. But 
in a city where the rioters are obviously only a 
small part of their race, the nonrioters, white 

"and black, have a common b6nd in' tneir qesife 
for peace. Thus, the area's reaction was more of 
sorrow than of anger and tiie initial reaction of 
a vast majority of its residents was first to seek 
personal safety and then to help those innocent 
bystanders who had borne the brunt of the 
destruction. 

Helping to blunt the racial overtones that could 
bave accompanfea^tmTriot was the, pro-civil righti 
stance long adopted by the District's government^ 
by most of its citizens^anrt hv many of tlm snh-, 
urban areas. The factsthat Mayor Washington Is 
a Negro and that the President, who is in fact 
.the District's governor, is an ardent supporter of 
civil rights removed officialdom from its custom
ary role as the target of the rioters. Indeed, Mayor 
Washington's stature in both the Negro and whitj 
communities and careful handling of the situation 
dampened its explosiveness. 
"""Reacting with all this is J the absence from the 
city of the sharp economic competition for jobs 
that has often been at the heart of racial ani
mosity. Washington is basically a white-collar 
community. It lacks the heavy industry in which 
competition between Negroes and whites has 
often Inspired racial anger. There is no ethnic 
white group that takes to the streets to protect 
its economic status. In neighboring Baltimore, 
for example, tho juxtaposition of poor whites and 
poor Negroes seeking the same jobs and the same 
housing has added to the intensity of the strifes. 

As a result, no great chasm has developed be
tween the vast majority of whites and the Ne
groes. There have been few incidents of racial 
anger upon which Negro revolutionaries can 
focus. Among them, the ones who called for 
violence are now confronted with the question 
of what they, their followers and the city have 
gained. The answer they must give, if they are 
honest, is that tfoy have failed to develop the 
violent, militant,., black unity they sought. In-; 
stead, the recent violence in the streets .en
couraged cooperation between the vast majority, 
of the two races._ ThtThnundnrjes that separate 
the community and indeed the boundaries that 
separate city from suburbs dissolved The area t 

became one great citv united.t" ""t down the 
looters and arsonists and to help ease the suf
fering o f the innocent-

The District ftas been spared most of the ugly 
racism that riots have aroused in other cities. The 
tasks of repairing the damage and of eliminating 
the inequities of life in the ghetto have thus been 
greatly eased. 



There is a certain waul of imagination on the 
part of ordinarily imiranc and decent persons--
Mayor Daley of Chicago, for example—wlio glibly 
demand that tha police shoot to kill anyone they 
suppose to he guilty ol arson. Tlmy do not really 
think of what a police pistol bullet docs when it. 
strikes human flesh—of the shattered bone, the 
torn ligaments and muscles, the ripped entrails, 
the blood seeping into tho street. In the case of 
arsonists-- winch, is to say in the case of persons 
suspected, though not tried or convicted by any 
court, of setting fires in the course of a general 
public disorder—the Chicago Mayor instructed the 
police of his city to "shoot to kill." In the case 
of alleged looters, he forbearingly ordered police
men to "shoot to maim or cripple." 

The Mayor's is a common reaction, of course. 
Many merchants and other citizens, outraged by 
the wanton destruction and lawlessness of the 
recent rioting, have denounced police restraint in 
the use of deadly weapons. One can understand 
and forgive their hyperbole when they say, un
thinkingly, that the rioters ought to be killed out 
of hand; they do not re,al!v mean what they say 
and, fortunately in any case, they do not have 
the authority and responsibility to make their wild 
words effective. 

Mayor Daley's order i_ as wicked and dangerous 
as it is callous and cruel. There were lessons to 
be learned from the reckless conduct of police 
and National Guardsmen in Newark and Detroit 
last year and earlier in the terrible devastation 
of the Watts district in Los Angeles. Those les
sons, carefully studied by the Kcrner Commission, 
were set forth in its report. They demonstrated 
indisputably that shooting begets shooting, that 
ruthlessncss by public authorities leads to uncon
trollable frenzy on the part of rioters—that, in 
short, unbridled violence by the officers of the 
law produces unbridled violence by the mob mul
tiplying the damage to property as well as the 
loss of lite. 

.Those lessons were given_thcir. first real_aopli-
cation by fho.._p_i_£?_and Feder?.J_troops_ injthe_ 
recent Washington disturbance. Tj^_resnU_was 

^that order was restored_fa__mg£;?..speedily than if 
the city had been turno(__jn*c_-a.J?'''^-'^rii'tni 
_Kar1~as"~~flie"T;'urnil»_£and lootjnS„ were, _they_ wen» 
__»rJpss7risaslrous than thVy might have been Jiad 
^he forces of law and_ord'ar._loq __their, rtiscipljn^ 
and seit^ntrol.. Pflifco.i.;eiUj»HL.cPJdiers._sa.ve_l 
properly bysa\ina J>vc-'_ 

Even more important,,, perhaps, .th . j r . restraint 
laid tligioundation for.rp'tonn^a sense of com
munity^ Blacks and whites must live together 

"in Washington; and they must live together in 
Chicago, too. Their hope of do'ng so will be a 
great deal better if they can avoid race hatred 
and a feeling on the part of one race that its lives 
are considered cheap by the other. 

Mayor Daley may seem a transient strong m-.n 
to the victims of burning and loc'teg in Chicago. 
Eut he has propos'-d a course winch can l nad only 
to perpetual guerrilla warfare hi Chic*go. Re
taliation and vengeance for wrongdoing may seem 
very gratifying; but in the end they may prov«; 
intolerably expensive. _It . is more Kon.iiilca<, as 
wf-11 xx iviiYi'P h iu >' to iwvil t'i.-n r.i <i.-.si,•<••>/ 
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Kiots bhow Washington 
Has Strong Civic Leader 
L A . Tmifs/Wo^hinolon Pnst Sfti'vir* 

WASHINGTON Three 
days of civil disorders in the 
nation's capital made one 
thing clear: Washington 
does indeed have a mayor, 
even though there is no such 
office in the municipal 
government. 

Disorders in other cities 
have often left a stain on the 
political career of the ex
ecutive officer. But Walter 
E . Washington emerged 
from the experience here 
with enhanced prestige and 
no small degree of respect 
even in white suburbia. 

Washington, who will be 53 
tomorrow, took over the city 
job only last September. A 
presidential appointee— 
technically, he holds the 
title of commissioner rather 
than mayor-hp has a 
divided constituency, lie 
must answer to the White 
House which appointed him. 
More important, he must 
answer to congress which 
votes on the city hudgel. 

THE CONGRESSIONAL 
committees dealing with the 
District of Columbia budget 
are dominated by Southern
ers. They take a hard look 
at any programs smacking 
of frills for a capital city of 
800.000 more than SoT* Ne
gro. 

Washington himself a 
Negro, does not have to ac
count to voters. But he is a 
buffer between the people 
and congress. 

The disorders proved how 
effective a buffer Washing
ton can be. Many in the city, 
both black and white, credit 
his nightly appearances on 
television with helping to 
dampen the violence which 
disrupted the tranquility of 
a city that, except for the 
disorder, would have been 
observing its annual Cherry 
Blossom Festival. 

Washington had a lot go
ing for him. He had whole
hearted White House hack
ing as the U.S. capital, Wash
ington is a symbol and a 
showplace. President John
son obviously felt he could 
afford violence here even 
less than in jther cities. 

MORE THAN thai, 
i Mayor Washington had his 

Walter E. Washington 
own personality and sincer
ity, backed by knowledge ol 
the city's problems gained 
in the past six months by 
repeated sidewalk tours and 
during 25, earlier jears with 
the national capital housing 
authority, which builds and 
supervises low-rent housing 
in Washington 

He benefited, too. from 
a presidential reorgani
zation of the city govern
ment last year which made 
one commissioner the city's 
leader instead of the pre
vious system ol three com
missioners. 

Early this year the mayor 
had a direct confrontation 
with the city's police depart
ment. 

The upshot was that his 
liberal public safety di
rector, Patric V. Murphy, 
demoted the city's police 
chief following a shooting 
spree by three drunken po
licemen. 

When the rioting came, 
there was no question but 
that Mayor Washington and 
his regime controlled the 
police department. In past 
years, there was always 
doubt. 

Despite the city's Negro 
majority—93'r of the school 
pupils are black—the police 
department is 80'r white. 

Many recruits come from 
nearby Southern states, or 
small towns with the built-
in small-town racial atti
tudes of the nearby border 
area. Few Negroes in 
Washington have ever 
viewed the police as any
thing but natural enemies. 

RUT. AGAIN surprisingly, 
the metropolitan police de
partment emerged from last 
week's disorders with an en
hanced image in the black 
ghetto 

"1 never thought I'd say 
anything nice about the 
police here," one middle-
class Negro government ex
ecutive said. "But I was out 
on the streets and I think 
the police were great." 

How much that stemmed 
from the mayor's orders to 
police to avoid excessive 
force cannot be accurately 
determined. Some hard
liners here and in Congress 
bitterly criticize the police 
for not acting more quickly 
and more forcefully to stem 
the disorders. 

Neighboring Virginia and 
Maryland communities 
seethed with the usual 
rumors during the capital's 
troubles. Gangs of armed 
Negroes, were reported en-
route to almost every bed
room community. 

But Mayor Washington 
made it a point to tour the 
troubled areas, then to re
port on the evening news 
shows from the district's 
"city hall." and his reports, 
calm, factual, coming from 
a man obviously fatigued 
but obviously in touch with 
what was going on, were de
livered with a direct sincer
ity that was reassuring 

Washington didn't down
grade what was going on in 
his city; he did put it into 
factual context. 

Suburbia's image of irre
sponsible black hordes 
the district was balanced in 
part by the image of the 
Negro executive on the tele
vision screen; calm, hard
working, patient, factual, re
minding both by his 
presence and by his words 
of the fact that although the 
bulk of the Negro commun
ity was not participating in 
the disorders, at the same 
time, all the communities 
were somehow involved and 
had to become involved. 

That may have been one 
of the real gains from the 
capital's tragedy. If so. it 
resulted from the mayor's 
efforts more than any other 
single cause. 
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The funeral is over. Dr. M<rrtin Luther King's last resting place 
It a white marble crypt Inscribed with a refrain from an 
old slave song: 

"Free at last, frea at last, 
"Thank God Almighty, I'm frea at l-.st." 
Freedom has been the l.~:lc tiia.na of ell tho tributes 

rendered to the late Dr. Kin j . 
What we wish to stress in *,hec3 troubled days is the fro vJom 

from fear. No one can deny ihei sSnca th9 assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, fear has gripped cur nation. It was the 
fear of physical violence, o? looting and arson. It was e racial 
fear. A fear that tendod to divl ia out' nation on the color line. A 
fear that paralyzed our authorities end led our police to turn its 
back on looters and arsonists. 

Violence was the most unfitting tribute to Dr. Martin Luthor 
King. "He has been to the n; "unir.Jn top and his eyes have scan 
the Glory," said the Rev. Ronald English in tha opening prayer 
during yesterday's funoral. Wo rejoice that he saw the Glory and 
not the hell that broke loosa In cur notion after his death. 

We have not the slightest doubt that Dr. Martin Luther King 
would have condemned, with all the strength that his voice 
could gather, the use of fores c~~inst ell dictates of common 
sense. 

"The field Is the world; tho j,»cJ esad ore the children of the 
Kingdom, but the weeds are tha children of the wicked one. 
The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end 
of the world, and the reaps.*! are the angels." So said St. 
Matthew (13:38-39), but we cannot but wonder what the an gals 
could reap from the wicked ones that hsva been roaming the 
streets of our cities. 

A l l our public officials hove sworn to keep law and order. 
However, during the recent disturbances, some of them rfscidad 
that it was best to close their eyas. Creole the window, and make 
off with the color TV set, with the case of liquor, tl.o beer, the 
dress, the coat and the shoes! 

No matter how much w-i re .-.|t tjie osyssinntion of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, we cannrt—ijprfnr nny cinrumrt^jice—cyee 
With tho attitude token ' v » r f our authorities. The 
foundations of our count."/ : .\'i:d orcii.". *r' :'r-i jet thorn 
crumble, our nation will low its ;'~: 10 civiii / iuicT. 



Washington Examiner 
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Last weekend was supposed to be the 
climax of the Cherry 1 Biossoni Festival. 
Instead it became the weekend we stopped 
saying "It can't happen here." 

It was a week of tears for many. Those 
who loved Martin Luther King wept. A few 
rioted. 

The black racists blamed King's death on 
Whitey. The white racists blamed every 
Negro for the rioting. 
.The news bulletins, the sirens, the broken 

glass, the flames, the troops-it was not a 
week of reconciliation. 

Or perhaps, after it is all over, it will be. 
Perhaos the scene that will last the longest is 
the swaying whites and blacks singing, "We 
shall overcome." 

King is dead. His assassination and near 
elevation to sainthood brought forth flashes 
of Jesus Christ, Ghandi, and John.Fitzs'.nald 
Kennedy. 

Some said thy/ couldn't understand why 
ail the fuss shout -1 N-xjro B.'ipUst preac'isr, 
If they didn't understu.ul, you couiitn't 

explain it. 
There were signs of decency and hope. 

The city coujdbe^tjiajTld^ 
^od^*a^~Tompassionate man- The police 
and fire departments performed admirably. 

The family and friends of Dr. King 
brought credit upon themselves and the man 
they loved. 

The politicians, in an election year, be
haved with restraint and good sense. 

The President continued to walk a diffi
cult road in search of peace. 

Perhaps a new dawn is breaking. But we 
have learned that we cannot pretend every
thing is all right in Washington, or in 
America, or in the world. 

Each of us must be velvet and steel, 
compassion and firmness. 

Each of us must make it our persr" ' 
re-yo.'iiibility to care. Discrimination • 

ir public ;'o!ic/. It is now up to c : ' 
u s. 

And '.vn all, a: a nation, hwe ! : 

I; wp ar.d miles to sp before we s\s.o\i. 



Vifashington Exaiuirter 

April 19-21, 1968 

V / V / L l Vij7 J i V ^ L i Li ; J v i : J 

F r o m t h e m a g a z i n s U . S . N e w s & W o r l d R e p o r t 
( W r e t c h e d E x c e s s D e p a r t m e n t ) : 

" W A S H I N G T O N — N e g r o m o b s t e r r o r i z e d t h e n a t i o n ' s 
c a p i t a l , b u r n i n g , l o o t i n g , b e a t i n g w h i t e s , a t t a c k i n g 
p o l i c e a n d f i r e m e n a n d t h r e a t e n i n g w h o l e s a l e s l a u g h t e r . 
F e a r a n d h a t r e d s t a l k e d t h e c i t y . " 
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Week of April 11, thru April 17, 1968 

Let's Talk 

By C. 17. Belarli 

. Several weeks ago, the average Washingtonian felt the chances 
for Riots or Civil Disorders w e r e somewhat dismal. Several times 
however, we came very close. As a example, last week, an Incident 
Involving a guard employed by Peoples Drug Store, located at the 
conerer of 14th & You Sts., and a youth almost caused a disturbance. 
A l Williams, a member of o u r staff, was on the scene and acted as a 
buffer which at least did some good. 

Last Thursday, Dr. Martin Luther King w a s killed by an assassin's 
bullet. The word reached 14th & You Sts., N. W. and the rest is now 
history. 

From my observations, I cannot honestly .term., this as_a.Riot for^ 
It was not the casejjfJBlack_agalnst.White but".rather youths against-
J^us'in e s s^s^irTothe_r yvo£ds^X-Conside^r^tjojia ve been a CONSUMERS' 
JJEfiELLlQN For the record I do not condone the""actions oFThe" 
looters but ' a survey of businesses destroyed especially some in 
the 7th Street a r e a a r e known to have victimized ghetto residents. 
Several weeks ago, one of o u r dallies did a series on practices of 
some of these stores. Immediatea action should have been taken 
to remedy these practices. A strong Consumers Board must be 
established to solve these problems. Now unfortunately, countless 
numbers of innocent people have had to suffer. Some businesses 
that are truly equal opportunity employers were destroyed. As in 
all cases however, the good must suffer with the bad. 

It is my hopes that this Consumers Rebellion will pull both 
races closer together. Until all people living under the United 
States flag will be called and treated as an AMERICAN, we can 
expect these events to occur. As Martin Luther King puts it *Black 
and White together, we shall overcome." 
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New York Tines — A p r i l 6, 1968 

... and the Looters 
Disorders burst out in parts of New York City fol

lowing the assassination of Dr. King, as they rocked 
the nation's capital, where President Johnson declared 
an emergency; Detroit, where Governor Romney called 
out the National Guard, and Boston, Philadelphia, 
Raleigh and other centers. 

In New York, Mayor Lindsay has responded to the 
unrest with courage and restraint. But while obviously 
repression is no cure for the sickness of the slums, it 
is equally obvious that preservation of order and 
enforcement of the law are essential. 

In some troubled sections of New York yesterday 
there was flagrant looting while policemen merely 
looked on. At one intersection, jammed with traffic 
and with looters happily passing goods through tho 
smashed windows of a clothing store, policemen effi
ciently directed the traffic whilo Ignoring the looting. 
There must not be any police overreactlon to violence 
but there must not be,siich_po.!pable underreaction to 
it either. To condone lawbreaking is to encourage it. 



Nev; York Times — A p r i l 17, 1968 

Chaos Avoided... 
How hard it will be to walk the razor's edge 

between too much force and too little in the police 
response to urban riots has been underscored by the 
"shoot to k i l l " orders against arsonists just issued 
by Mayor Daley of Chicago. He calls for determined 
use of firepower by the police and Federal troops 
as the only right answer to disorders of the kind 
that scarred his own city and scores of others after 
the slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. 

We share Mayor Lindsay's conviction that adoption 
of the Daley prescription here or anywhere else would 
"turn disorder into chaos." The experience of New 
York, Washington and most other metropolitan cen
ters, including Chicago itself, in the nightmare of 
the last two weeks indicates the wisdom of a policy 
based on the massing of law-enforcement personnel 
to stop violent and illegal acts with as little shooting 
as possible. 

Had the police been quicker on the trigger, the, 
almost certain r e s u ! t j £ j j ^ e £ y w r i t y would have been 
a mucrTlohger and bloodier periodof i street warfare—^ 
one in.whic h .res id en t.s^LthS-g 1' ims wou iri_h aye rrj a de_ 
greater use of guns,JlP.rrie^a.d^^ 
weapons and spr_ead__the trail of_dca.th_over wider 
areas. There would have been no hope for the de facto 
partnership that existed widely between municipal 
authorities and black activists in defusing the violence. 

And an indiscriminate hail of lead would have 
cut down many law officers and volunteer peace
makers, just as surely as it would lawbreakers and 
disrupters. That lesson already had emerged from 
last summer's upsets; it prompted the strong warning 
by the National Advisory Commission on Civil Dis
orders that minor incidents could be escalated into 
disasters through police overreaction. -
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After the Lost'Weekend 
Not since the Civil War has this country experienced 

an epidemic of domestic violence so widespread as 
it was this weekend. The looters and arsonists who 
rampaged through the streets of WasjTingJtoiijjChicago 
and other cities disgraced the memory of Dr. Martin 
Luther King and mocked the principles for which he 
stood. These criminals burned down their neighbors' 
homes and ransacked the stores serving the black 
ghettos, thus victimizing thousands of Negroes who 
were left homeless or deprived of normal facilities 
for obtaining food and other necessities. 

But it is important for all Americans to understand 
that it was only an infinitesimal minority of this 
nation's Negroes who participated in this mindless 
debauch. For every Stokely Carmichael seeking to 
fan the flames of destruction, there were hundreds of 
thousands of Negroes who worked hard and effectively 
to cool passions and to prevent or to end violence. 
Grim as was this lost weekend, it would have been 
unimaginably more dreadful if it had not been for the 
massive contribution of responsible Negroes—acting 
in the spirit of Dr. King's life work—to the mainte
nance of law and order. 

The great majority of this country's black people 
stood aloof from or actively resisted the forces of 
anarchy that sought to capture the American Negro 
community these past few days. This is eloquent testi
mony that, despite past setbacks and disappointments, 
the majority still believes America's democratic insti
tutions can and will satisfy the justified demands of 
the' Negro people. 

In the wake of Dr. King's martyrdom and its painful 
immediate consequences, the imperative task is to 
make these hopes reality. The need is for quick 
passage of legislation which will insure full civil 
rights, including open housing, for American Negroes. 
There must also be legislation appropriating the large 
sums required for a realistic attack on the unemploy
ment, bad housing, semi-literacy and other ills 
afflicting millions in the ghettos. Congress bears the 
heaviest share of the responsibility and opportunity, 
but the legislatures of the states—from New York to 
California—whose cities are caught in today's great 
urban crisis must also act rapidly. No one who has 
lived through the past few days can have any doubts 
about the alternative if the surviving hope and faith 
are betrayed once again. 
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I T was nearly 203 years ago that T o m 
Paine wrote: 

" T h e s e are the times that try men's 
souls . . . " 

Those, too, were days of revolution in 
A m e r i c a . Today, here and now, the 
mood of revolt is all around us, in al 
most every stratum of society, in al
most every age group. Indeed, we have 
come perilously close to the brink of 
national disaster. 

The foul assassination of D r . Martin 
Luther K i n g could he the trigger to ex
plode the A m e r i c a n D r e a m forever. 
That d r e a m was D r . King 's , as well as 
the Founding F a t h e r s ' . He spoke of it 
movingly and often. 

No one would deny that the d r e a m 
has not been completely fulfilled. Man's 
dreams seldom are, and from this 
comes the continued striving that sets 
h i m above the apes and a little lower 
than the angels. 

D r . K i n g was tha apostle of non
violence in the long battle for c ivi l 
rights. l i e was appalled when others 
evilly warped his philosophy into self-
assumed license to loot and burn and 
destroy. 

A s al l the world knows, D r . K i n g 
planned to lead a m a r c h of the "poor 
and disinherited" to Washington within 
a few weeks. He pledged himself to the 
p r i n c i p l e that the m a r c h would be 
non-violent. But there is this inescapa
ble fact : He was unable to prevent cer
tain elements from exploding into vio
lence in Memphis the oilier day. One 
must assume that there are those who 
professed to follow D r . King , but 

seemed — and still seem — bound to 
destroy what lie aimed to build. 

In one of his last exhortations, D r . 
King referred to the judicial injunction 
forbidding a n e w demonstration in 
Memphis. He said that he had read that 
in this country "people have the right to 
assemble . " He was quoting the Consti
tution's B i l l of Rights. T h r u what must 
have been an unintentional oversight, 
D r . King misquoted. The phrase reads: 
"Congress shall make no law . . . 
abridging . . . the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble . . " The impor
tant word is " p e a c e a b l y . " 

We fervently hope that the M a r c h on 
Washington — without D r . King's moral 
leadership - will not become a tragic 
stain upon his memory. T ^ a ^ J i ' g h t ' s , 

^sporadic depredations here certainly 
were notTn liis"m7age. 
~ F o r as the fc^ F r e d Shuttlcsworlh, 
an early associate of D r . King, said so 
eloquently last night: 

"We dedicated ourselves and hoped 
A m e r i c a would accept non-violence as a 
way of life . . . D r . King believed as al l 
Americans believe that we should and. 
we can and we must overcome the 
seeds of hatted, of malice and of vio
lence" 

T h i s , then, is Martin Luther King's 
epitaph an I his legacy. Not, please 
God, the words of J u l i u s Hobson: 
" T h e whole concept of non-violence died 
with h i m . " 

Washington has known many " m a r c h 
e s " in its nearly two centuries of his
tory. Tints far it lias survived, to the 
benefit of al l . In the days to come, let 
no man, white or black, do further 
violence to this city which symbolizes 
"the last best hope of e a r t h . " 
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The King Assassii 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING was a 
leader who preached non-violence, the 
passive resistance and the eternal per
sistence of the late Mahatma Gandhi of 
India. 
lYet the c a u s e he championed — 

equalism for American Negroes — was 
a:natural breeder of emotions, as so 
many of the great public issues have 
been. While the cause had the sympathy 
oi] understanding of the overriding ma
j o r i t y of Americans, it unavoidably 
dre> into both sides of the arena the 
f a n a t i c s , the extremists, the hate-
mongers. 
Thus it was that Dr. King, the evange

list of peaceful processes, was cut down 
by the force he scorned — the violence 
of extremism. 
; I n the history of classic causes, this 
often has been the story. But in an en
lightened America, in a day of modera
tion and at a moment of high progress 
for Dr. King's cause, it is bewildering 
and senseless that the witlessness of the 
dark ages should be repeated. 
As President Johnson said when he 

heard the news, nothing is gained by 
such wanton vengeance. . 

i s i i o n 
If the murderer were opposed to Dr. 

King's cause, his act will impel it to 
prosper more than ever. No cause is 
ever diminished by the loss of its lead-
, er; his very loss repairs the gap created 
by his departure. 

If the assassin were after Dr. King 
personally, for whatever motive, his act 
was a frightful disservice to the coun
try. He has succeeded in enflaming ten
sions (as today's news amply demon
strates). He has stained the nation in 
the eyes of much of the world — for Dr. 
King, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, was 
the most noted of all civil rights lead
ers. 
And^the, aspa'sln.. j?grhans_ worst of 

all, has given stature^ojnpse other Ja£ 
inaues who,.c,̂ ." "̂ ura.Jbaljv. bTirn?T 

"Among" those to \\honTlJr.''King"was "a 
symbol of peace, the message of vio
lence now will seem less extreme. 
Bigots, no matter what direction their 

blindness has taken them, have caused 
all the notable martyrdoms of history. 
Tolerant men, whatever their dissent 
from a cause, do not resort to assassi
nation — and may the clay yet come 
when that tolerance is universal! 
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The Face of the City 
I T would be easy to give up on brother
hood in this unhappy city and nation to
day if we were not convinced thai along 
with all the agony of the Negro's strug
gle for full and equal civil rights, and 
despite the sickening loss of property 
and self respect in these past few hours, 
a companion revolution has been quiet
ly taking place in the hearts of men. 

It is well to remind ourselves again of 
the progress made. For every barricade 
put up between men, hundreds have 
been taken down. 
Searching the faces of young looters 

yesterday afternoon, we hoped we 
would not see a friend — so stinging 
was the shame we felt for all these fail
ures, theirs and ours. 
And in the faces of friends and fellow 

workers, white and black, we saw an 
unspoken affirmation of the bridges we 
have built across this gulf in recent 
years. Good friends, feeling the same 
sense of outrage and compassion and 
loss. Good friends when friends were 
needed most. 
The death of Martin Luther King in 

Memphis demanded the best in all of 
us. It brought out some of the worst. 

Certainly violence done in his or any 
other name does violence to his memo
ry, betraying everything for which he 
stood. Thousands of us felt grief for Dr. 
King, but there was no grief for him in 
the streets, only greed and mindless 
plundering. 

Instead of new anxieties and disor
ders, we need wisdom today, and affec
tionate regard for one another. Cool 
heads. Warm hearts. 
This is a good time to remember that 

the true measure of manhood lies not in 
the ability to destroy but in the capacity 
to love and create. 
And that there can be no civil rights 

for anybody, black or white; no safety 
for anybody, black or white; no hope 
of progress toward equal opportunity 
for anybody, black orjivhite. untjljirder 
js_ restored, and law prevails. 
Why law did not prevaTf'here yester

day, despite the most elaborate plan
ning and despite the heroic efforts of 
police and firemen and what ...may well 
have been too mgch restraint is a nut £ 
hbn~tliat will torment l i s 'all iinUTj'hle 
answer isTumToTITffs'c'ity' and its £eo-
ple nnisTTTbT 'sWfeF^iY^mT. 

O o 
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T H .KRG were many reasons why the 
District of Columbia 's municipal gav-
ernment should have been reorganized, 
and why Walter E . Washington should 
have become its mayor . But whan it 
happened, no one could have foreseen 
the events of the past few days, and, 
consequently, n o . m \ n _ c x i l 1 havekuav/ : i 
how m u c h al l of us in tins ctty_ w a i i H J! owjvff XIL? V.?£i. ̂ IT.irgaj "> a,, to . * >?-£.''•* tgftiL 

^for_the fact that Watt?r"*K, Was,hip.gttKl. 
__wasin clfalge.. . 

On Saturday, this newspaper won
dered wl;y the cal l for troops to assist 
the wearied D . C . police department 
was deferred so long. J ^ h j l j l a v , . y an rot 
be laid at M a v o r m W.a >11.'wJ in d a j j \ _ 
b o c s tli3~troop3 ar r ived , they were used 
sensibly and with effect. G i v e n those 
troops, Mayor Washington was ahl? re
organize an operation at1 containment 
tliat now apparenciv h3.\_j)ro»ghj„ t b ^ 
ro7>ting~ana' arson to a s u p . 

At this moment, Washingtonians — 
and A m e r i c a n s everywhere — rn'.'?t pay 
tribute to the palicemyg a n ! f i remen, . 

.whose pilaris , mi r;;.2_jnt<t dittic'jlt 
"of o r ii e r s an I c i r c u m s t a n c j 3 , were 
more than e x e m o 1 a r y . ' i f i ?v_were 
heroes, j i l i s i r order-, v.:-re, n-a matto" 
what the [>rowjca!i>:i: Don't sirot!"~Ta 

Those wh:> saw s>uve O l these provoca-

tions, j the discipline of _the_ policemen 
ami tire men was ahnost SeyonVifcfief. 

These past days here have seen a 
mere handful oi fatalities .JJjTtjght well 
have been otherwUe^ In\tead.__.t|iejj 
dav^Jnav^ s??nJh?LJ:o.tal or'.partial .de.3; 
truetion _pfa hundrgds of businesses ami 
jdw;'Jiiagg. 

The financial losses, when we know 
the final reckoning, will be staggering. 

But, even now, there are those who 
would perhaps have had it otherwise. 
T h e y would, now that the violence is 
past, rather have seen more deaths and 
less economic loss. 

We hope that those who feel so wil l 
re-examine their feelings. 

On the other hand, many who took 
part in the looting thought they did so — 
if, in fact, they really know why they 
did it — because of economic depriva
tion. How, then, do they add it all up 
now, beyond the fact that some of them 
have ill-begotten clothes and liquor and 
television sets? Does the gutting of 
stores improve their economic state? 
Does the disappearance of a place of 
employment improve their economic 
state? These p e o p l e , too, must re
examine their thinking. . , 
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And then, there are the many Negroes 
in this city who have spoken out elo
quently against what ha3 h a p p e n e d ' 
here. They are not "leaders", nor are 
they "Uncle Toms." They are hard
working, respectable people, with a true 
sense of their own dignity. In the final 
analysis, they are the real losers in all 
: of this. They are the ones who saw, with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, the light at tha 
end of the tunnel, who saw his dream 
crystal clear. We hope they will not lose 
that dream, nor the sight of that light. 
Now, in this Holy Week, parts of this 

city are a repugnant shambles. Other 
parts of the city greeted this special 
season in an eerie, unwholesome si
lence. 

It was, in both instances, in both parts 
of the city, not unlike any morning in 
London during the great Blitz. The les
son we in Washington can learn from 
that experience of the people of London, 
is as simple as it is difficult. 

It is just this: Get about the business 
of going on from here! 
J & e j m ^ j E ^ a d ^ f r ^ ^ 

•goa|it ion..a re embarked nnftaAiv'O'trs >n 
ofjcie •> n in ̂ t u ^ ^ f J e S ? ing^the jigqd y; mi of ̂  
Tinding ioh.s for the people v/uos? piao?3. 
ot employment have been burned out; 

of providing housing for the families 
IfiiiaTclmr^ 
JEgJhis program, all of us must..bend 

every effort. 
Washington has lived thru a Blitz of 

its own making. It is our duty to make a 
new start — now for the immediate 
needs, and, in the days to come, toward 
the long-term fulfillments that have 
been put off too long. 
What is needed now is nothing short 

of a massive effort to provide better 
schools, truly equal employment oppor
tunities, decent housing and an end to 
unfairness of every sort directed at any 
citizen. It v/ill require money, in huge 
amounts, much of which will have to be 
obtained from Congress, which holds 
such a grip on our city. But if the com
munity demands it, it will be forthcom
ing, even from these reluctant men. 
But, more than money will be needed. 

What is truly essential is a solemn com
mitment by the entire community to 
abolish, once and for all, every form of 
discrimination. 
Meanwhile, however, the main effort 

.must be, as it was a century ago, and 
by whatever means, "to bind up the na
tion's wounds . . ." 
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While Washington Burnacl 
I F the autliorities persist in viewing 
these riots primarily in terms of black 
vs. white, this certainly threatens to be 
another long, hot summer. 
Here last week, as in Detroit last 

year, officialdom h e s i t a t e d to take 
charge when a relatively small band of 
young, black h o o d l u m s sacked and 
burned large sections of the capital. 
Troops to reinforce beleagured police 
were available within a few minutes 
ride. When they finally arrived the loot
ing was stopped. But the call was de
layed for fatal hours while the criminal 
gangs, believing themselves immune 
from restraint, spread destruction. 

If there was any good reason for this 
delay, beyond a hand-wringing lack of 
decision in high places, it must have 
been fear that this was a general Negro 
uprising in resentment against the as
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Any such idea is a gross libel on pre

dominantly Negro Washington and on 
Negro citizens generally. It is evidence 
of a lingering, unconscious race preju
dice to which even some Negro spokes
men are not immune — an assumption 
that a black skin somehow sets a person 
apart as different in kind from his white 
neighbors. 
Mugged, the Negro bleeds. Burned 

out, he is homeless. While officialdom 

fiddled, our citizens, white and black 
alike, were denied the equal protection 
of the law to which all citizens should 
feel entitled. 
The mobsters couldn't have cared less 

about Dr. King, alive or dead. They vio
lated every decency for which He stood, 
seizing upon his death as an excuse to 
steal and destroy. Those of Dr. King's 
race who sincerely mourned him wer
en't out screaming in the streets. They 
were in church, if they dared to leave 
their homes. 
No one denies gross injustices contin

ue to exist and that Negro slum dwell
ers are the outstanding victims. But ev
ery bit of destruction lessens the re
sources available for reform by just 
that much. The millions in property 
losses in one day in Washington are the 
equivalent of thousands of school teach
ers, hundreds of homes. 
The prime civil right of any citizen, 

black or white, is security in his life and 
property. Until this right can be es
tablished, the chance of eradicating 
the slums is dim. 
The only way to stop_a riot is by supe

rior force, promnt |y_.a opTj»i i j j £ g £ j j I r 
*oT the, cause for ..which law bror-l-grs 
Teign to be rioting. 

JThis is.a_hard lesson which, as exPilDi 
ence here jntUcatfsTjs;j^fnijg^rynprt 
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•Unanswered Riot 
THERE has been a variety of excuses 
for failure to preserve order in Ameri
can cities. Those of Attorney General 
Qamsey Clark as to the riots in the Dis
trict are a iJorna s TSi Ii e"a"s"i; it j~cdi ne. 
"Look at the deaths." advised Mr. 

Clark. "Very few deaths compared to 
what could have been expected under 
the circumstances." 
How many deaths could be accepted 

as permi.->siable, "under the circum
stances?" The troops, when finally they 
were called, got the disorder under con
trol without firing a shot. 

" I think the police acted firmly here: 
I think they acted fairly hire; 1 think 
they did a good job," Mr. Clark said. 
We agree with that, heartily. No

where has there been any criticism of 
police. J^ut-they werei hopelessly out-. 
qurnbcred.-UDtil, _finallv. after tec many 
hours of_ Indecision, the "tro6ps~\venT 
T j n ^ h j j p ! 

Mr. Clark was asked whether the na
tion is willing to accept unlimited prop
erty damage because "we don't want 
to inflict any deaths upon the looters 
and rioters." Mr. Clark replied: 
"That is not the issue. I don't think we 

suffered unlimited property d a m a g e 
here. The property damage here would 
be a very small fraction of the property 
damage at Watts or the property dam
age at Detroit." 
• He seems to argue that law enforce-

Question 
mentjofficials shouldn't t r v j o stop^a* 
jmob_jfroiyi burning^dnwn voy» houve for 
fear of injuring the arsonists. But skip 
that. The record is that people get killed 
in the heat of riot. The killing stops, or 
doesn't even start, when authorities 
move in firmly to enforce the law. 
^Fjcsjraint" merely^1 „fi'~S0:'ry'^/.'l\ 

Hie riots to snrcril. I";,,;;"',!,;rj,n!« out 
ofjjttle oiu-sTTiiis restraint, annaifgirtlv 
jfi prpmritjk jn_~r e e n• \)ua or ;r:justice 
anu ojL'iCt'tconcern tor puhhc sentiment 
in '1 e N v i 6 cemmumty. "'"* 
Think that one over. The slum dwell

ers are the first and principal victims of 
these disorders. Thousands of them are 
being fed and clothed today at relief 
centers. 
Docs it make any ser.se to assume 

these poor people wanted their homes 
and small possessions burned, their 
sources of food destroyed, their jobs 
sent up in smoke? What little they had 
was lost because the autliorities failed 
to protect them, thus piling neglect on 
top of injustice. 
Attorney General Clark replies to al) 

the questions save the main one: 
Why was the looting and turning per

mitted to spread, practically without 
hindrance, for nearly 24 hours before 
troops were called in from across the 
river? 
iX,'Ji?Lh»ye..ye ?ot here? A Govern

ment or an alibi iactoTPT""""" 

http://ser.se


Daily News 

April 17, 1968 

IShoot to Kill' 
MYOR DALEY'S stern orders to Chi

cago police on riot duty will raise hack
les in some quarters, but his objective 
is the least the law-abiding citizens are 
entitled to expect from their city au
thorities. 
Mr. Daley's orders were to "sf,oot to 

k i l l " arsonists caught in the act and to 
"shoot to maim" escaping looters. 
' "An arsonist," he said, "is a murder
er and should be shot right on the spot." 
The arsonist certainly is a potential 

murderer, as in the case of the 11-
m o n t h -o 1 d Chicago baby burned to 
death in its crib by a fire bomb. The 
.trouble, of course, is_whQ_Js_ to sav. 
who is "an arsonist in the heat of rjot> 
jngr is one_pofic.o£i7*n" to he 'prose
cutor, judge, jury — and executioner? 

Actually, the death toll in the recent 
disorders included a minority of burn
ers and looters shot in the act by police. 
And all or most of them would have es
caped that fate if they had submitted to 
arrest when they were caught. 
1 Smoke inhalation by men, women and 
children trapped in these deliberately 
.iet fires was the most frequent cause of 
. eeaths. 

^Police restraint has been prom [.ted, 
Jn most cases. by the idea that_ Negro 
^res i de n t sjri^ jjene r a l ^ y ^ a n eâ s t^g n uj£-
jngly sympathetic with tl^jjiobs. This 
j s pure hoax, In great majority, the 
dead are Negroes and the burned homes 
.are Negro homes.. 

Whitney Young, director of the Na
tional Urban League, aptly nailed that 
one when he said the rioters were "de
stroying their own neighborhoods and 
killing their own people." 

It is quite possible that Mayor Daley 
is over-reacting and that he will cool it 
in time. There is, we think, a middle 
ground between ""deadly Torce" and 
'the paralysis ..of" coTnnleTe restraint.. 
_TJne"'c"ajv't argue* with Mayor Daley's 
stated objective: 
"We've got to face up to this question 

— not with brutality and not with cruel 
ideas, but with some kind of discipline. 
If we don't, we won't have any govern
ment." 
Without civil order, enforced impar

tially on the criminal element, there' 
can be no civil rights for anyone. , 

M 
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Riots And The Law 
We must join with other Washington-

lans in expressing relief that fatali
ties were relatively low during the 
civil disturbance here a l though we 
condemn the taking of even one life if 
circumstances show it was unwar
ranted. 
The fact that the list of fatalities 

was kept to a minimum indicates the 
authorities mav have )e.-"-riPd m m a 
.yahiable lPs<:rm<j jn riot mHtrolj: ince 
_the tragedies which left a tol'l"~oT" 
Ltleath m i t f i wake"Tn . ."mnrjv cities 
throughout the country \-v-r s u m m e r . 

It was .evident that Mavor Walter 
Washington ana ins a u g u r s ' ctoTTTj-
er a t e 1 y ..K&n Q I fiT*m i I i t a r T ' a iTT 1 p o i ice 
dinner restraint in the liope that tne " 
lawlessness would run its course with 
as little damage as possible. 

Consequently, advocates of violence 
must not be overly optimistic by this 
exhibition of restraint and assume 
that the lawless element will be per
mitted to run rampant with immun
ity, looting, burning and endangering 
the lives and property of innocent 
people who take no part in the dis
turbances. 

In the interest of saving lives, we 
Hope our.,.yp'ith do not c o m e to the_ 

•jonclusibn that riots ,1]-A p i - m r s n n r l 
iilfljgiins which lined_ojir s treets are 

^lavthings^ 
Looters and arsonists, generally, 

•eemed to have no clear idea of why 
they reacted with violence to news of 
Dr. Martin Luther King's death. 
To observers, it seemed to be a 

blind outpouring of pent-up frustra
tion* of long standing. There is no 

fincla reason covering individual mo-
tivation oi participants. 

Because of the advent of television, 
today's youngsters are more acutely 
aware in their daily lives of the dis
parity of the living standards between 
the races than were their elders at a 
similar age, even where the poverty 
level of the two generations has been 
the same. 

While this is a consideration, a 
' great many persons arrested had no 

previous record and are adults. These 
may have reacted in sincere outrage 
over the senseless slaying of Dr. 
King. 

There is no question that some simp
ly seized the opportunity to steal 
what they could not afford to buy and 
made no pretext that they were 
avenging Dr. King's death. 
A teenager said, "We know Dr. 

King wouldn't want us to do this. I 
don't know why we're doing it but 
you know, some of us are iggy." 

Another stated, " I think it's awful 
what we 've been doing but it can't be 
helped. None of it is going to bring 
Martin Luther King back but I'm not 
sorry about a g-d d-n thing." 

N o b o d y l i k e s carnage and 
bloodshed. The hard working, in
dustrious, law abiding citb:"ns who 
seek to earn a living and educate 
their children, are also losers. 

Most of those out of work (not out 
of b"siness) are colored. So are those 
who were made homeless by the ar
sonists. 

.Everybody lost in this tragic devas-
taiion hrr/iiise spirits F'.opie "couldnt. 
h,-ip ant ing i £ g y " 
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