
RECEIVED, Deputy Director 
For Design, Engineering and Research 

OCT 18 1965 

Department of Highways and Traffic 

October 15, 1965 

M E M O R A N D U M T O T H E F I L E 

S U B J E C T : C E N T E R L E G 

A t 5:30 P . M . on 14th October , G e n e r a l Duke phoned m e s a y i n g 
that M r . Owen of Owen^ S k i d m o r e and M e r r i l had j u s t te lephoned h i m 
i n f o r m i h g h i m that the S p e a k e r of the House and the V i c e P r e s i d e n t had 
a u t h o r i z e d the s t r a i g h t e n i n g out of the C e n t e r L e g . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , i t w a s the G e n e r a l ' s w i »h that we i m m e d i a t e l y 
a f f e c t a change i n our p l a n s for t h i s p r o j e c t . 

On 15 October , M r . Woodbridge te lephoned m e r e p e a t i n g the above 
i n f o r m a t i o n and i n d i c a t i n g that I should get i n contact w i t h the A r c h i t e c t of 
the C a p i t o l . 

Soon a f t e r M r . Woodbridge c a l l e d , G e o r g e S t e w a r t , A r c h i t e c t of 
the C a p i t o l t e l e p h o n e d r e i t e r a t i n g the above i n f o r m a t i o n and a s k i n g that 
I d i s c u s s the m a t t e r w i t h h i m t h i s a f t e rnoon . 

M e s s r s . S a w y e r , H a n s o n , M o s c a and m y s e l f v i s i t e d the A r c h i t e c t ' s 
o f f ice and m e t w i t h h i m and h i s a d v i s o r s to d i s c u s s the s t r a i g h t e n i n g out of 
the t u n n e l . He handed m e the a t t a c h e d documents i n d i c a t i n g i n g e n e r a l the 
l i m i t s to w h i c h the s t r a i g h t e n i n g p r o c e s s c a n be a p p l i e d , and the d e s i r e of 
the P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e C o m m i s s i o n i n s o f a r as the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
R e f l e c t i n g P o o l and r e l o c a t i o n of L o u i s i a n a A v e n u e i s c o n c e r n e d . I have 
a c c e p t e d the above i n f o r m a t i o n as f i r m and I h a v e o r d e r e d M r . S a w y e r to 
stop w o r k on the c u r b a l i g n m e n t and to i m m e d i a t e l y c o m m e n c e w o r k on the 
r e v i s e d s t r a i g h t e n e d out a l i g n m e n t of the C e n t e r L e g T u n n e l . F u r t h e r 
d r a w i n g s w i l l f o l l ow f r o m M r . Woodbridge of Owen , S k i d m o r e and M e r r i l l , 
and as soon as we c a n p r e s e n t a n a l i g n m e n t of our p r o p o s e d t u n n e l , M r . 
S t e w a r t w i l l g ive us h i s a u t h o r i z a t i o n i n w r i t m g . 

T . F . A I R I S , D i r e c t o r 
D e p a r m e n t of H i g h w a y s and T r a f f i c , D . C . 

F I L E T O : M r . S a w y e r 
C C : M r . G r a n t 



A R C H I T E C T O F T H E C A P I T O L 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 

October 14 , 1965 

Honorab l e J o h n W. McCormack 
S p e a k e r o f t h e House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
U n i t e d S t a t e s C a p i t o l 

Wash ing t on , D. C. 

My d e a r Mr. S p e a k e r : 

As you know, P u b l i c Law 8 8 - 3 8 1 was e n a c t e d J u l y 2 1 , 1964 , 

a u t h o r i z i n g t h e Commiss i one r s o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f Co lumbia t o 

c o n s t r u c t , m a i n t a i n , and o p e r a t e a v e h i c u l a r t u n n e l i n t h e C i t y o f 

Wash ing t on , D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a , e x t e n d i n g from t h e v i c i n i t y o f 

Second and C S t r e e t s , S o u t h w e s t , t o t h e v i c i n i t y o f T h i r d and 

C o n s t i t u t i o n Avenue N o r t h w e s t , as a p a r t o f t h e I n n e r l o o p Freeway 

S y s t e m , and a u t h o r i z e d t h a t a p o r t i o n o f s u c h t u n n e l be l o c a t e d 

unde r Squa r e W-576, wh ich i s a p a r t o f t h e U . S . B o t a n i c Garden 

g r o u n d s , and R e s e r v a t i o n 1 2 , wh i ch i s a p a r t o f t h e U. S . C a p i t o l 

G r o u n d s , 

T h i s A c t f u r t h e r p r o v i d e s t h a t the Commiss i one r s o f t h e 

D i s t r i c t o f Co lumb ia a r e a u t h o r i z e d to make s u c h u s e o f Square W-576 

and R e s e r v a t i o n 12 a s may be n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 

t u n n e l , s u b j e c t to t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e A r c h i t e c t o f t h e C a p i t o l . 

The law does not s p e c i f y any p a r t i c u l a r a r e a w i t h i n 

Squa r e W-576 o r R e s e r v a t i o n 12 i n wh i ch t h e t u n n e l must be l o c a t e d . 

I t l e a v e s t h i s m a t t e r i n the hands o f t h e A r c h i t e c t o f t h e C a p i t o l . 



l i on . John W. McCormack - 2 - Oc tober 14 , 1965 

The House O f f i c e B u i l d i n g Commiss i on , i n l e n d i n g i t s a p p r o v a l 

to t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n , d i d so w i t h t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n o f t h e t u n n e l would not d i s t u r b t h e t r e e s i n t h e a r e a o f t h e 

G r a n t Memor ia l d i r e c t l y west o f t h e C a p i t o l G r o u n d s . 

The p l a n s now proposed by the Commiss i one r s would r e q u i r e 

the r e l o c a t i o n o f t h e s e t r e e s i n o r d e r t o p e r m i t c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 

s t r a i g h t e r t u n n e l . 1 am a d v i s e d t h a t t h i s w i l l e f f e c t a s a v i n g s o f 

$2,00( ) , l ) ( ) i i and w i l l p e rm i t the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a r e f l e c t i n g pool i n 

a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the p l a n be ing deve l oped f o r the b e a u t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e 

M a l l wh i ch has the suppor t o f M r s . Johnson and h e r Committee on 

B e a u t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e C a p i t a l . 

T h e r e was a l s o some c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d i n t h e P u b l i c Works 

Commit tees o f t h e House and S e n a t e a s to the l o c a t i o n o f t h i s t u n n e l 

and i t s e f f e c t on t h e C a p i t o l G r o u n d s . 

Mr. Owings has c o n s u l t e d w i t h me about t h i s proposed change 

and 1 have i n d i c a t e d t o b i n t h a t b e f o r e I would c o n c u r i n t h e same, 1 

f e l t the m a t t e r s h o u l d be d i s c u s s e d w i t h y ou , a s Cha i rman o f the 

Mouse o f f i c e B u i l d i n g Commiss i on , and w i t h the Cha i rmen and R a n k i n g 

M i n o r i t y Members o f the S e n a t e and House P u b l i c Works Commi t t e e s . I 

a l s o thought t h a t s i n c e t h i s new p l a n a f f e c t s an a r e a a d j a c e n t t o t h e 

C a p i t o l Grounds , i t might be w e l l t o d i s c u s s the m a t t e r w i t h t h e V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t . 



l i on , John IV. McCormack Oc tober 1 4 , 1965 

P u b l i c Law 8 8 - 3 8 1 , a s I n d i c a t e d , p e r m i t s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 

the t u n n e l i n t h e manner now proposed by t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s . I f the 

change i s a g r e e a b l e t o you and to the o t h e r l e a d e r s whom I have 

men t i oned , I w i l l o f f e r no o b j e c t i o n t o such change but w i l l a u t h o r i z e 

i t t o be made. I n any e v e n t , no a d d i t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n i s r e q u i r e d to 

make t h i s change . 

W i th warm r e g a r d s , 

S i n c e r e l y , 

J . Geo rge S t ewa r t 
A r c h i t e c t o f t h e C a p i t o l 






