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GEORGETOWN PARKING PLAN
STUDY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

II|TROIX'CTION

In order to permit creation of a Georgetown $laterfront parkr
transfer of jurisdiction over District, owned property arong the
Georgetown waterfront to the u. s. National park Service was
approved by the city councir on the District of columbiar
Resolution 6-284r on. September 10r I985. A parking lot managementfirm currently operates a 400- s¡nce public parking lot on pait oftþis Property under a lease which witt Ue eñaea ny the traãsfer.
The City CounciL provided, in Section 4 of the trãnsfer
Resolution, that the transfer is contingent upon development of aptan which am.eliorates.any adverse ef f eõts on the comnuñity aùã tothe loss of those parking spaces.

This report presents such a plan. ft:
Ànalyzes the present parking situation and docunents
current conditions;

rdentifies the probable effects of the transfer on
¡nrking conditions¡ and

Presents recommended approaches to deal with the transferof land and addresses additional parking issues.

PRæLEüS STBüTIT¡G FROtr CSANGB Ir LÀtfD T'SE

severar probre¡n areas have been ident,if ied for the parking pran,
such as:

User group variations - Several types of users, withdifferent parking needs, exist in Georget,own.

varying time demand Peak demand for ¡nrking occurs during
weekday afternoons.

Limited distribution of ¡nrking ca¡ncity throughout the areaoff-street ¡nrking facilitiee are concentrated south of M
SÈreet.

o Enforcement, igsues - There is a proble¡n with illegally parked
vehicles in Georgetown.

The many, varying parking demands in Georget,own create amultiplicity of parking problerns. Each of these problems are
detailed in t,he following paragraphs.

a

a

o
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Parking is needed in Georget,own for re(office and retail) r university usêrsr
term users. Each of these groups has
The elimination of the parking lot on
Avenue Northwest will have the greates
users due to the weekday afternoon pea
locaÈion of the lot near com¡nercial of

sidents, commercial uses
and various types of short

different parking needs.
K Street and lrlisconsin
t lmpact on the commercial
k demand for parking and the
f ices.

Demand for parking availability varies at different times during
t,he day. Peak demand occurs during_weekday afternoons. A high-percentage of the ¡nrking spaces off-street and on-street arefitled from l:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. The greateet need for allexisting parking facilities occurs during these hours.

off-street parking facilities are not evenly distributed
throughout the study area. Off-street parking Iots are
concentrated along t,he southern portion of Georgetown (south of Mstreet) with few lots north of t¡! st,reet. The aiea south of MStreet has the highest demand during the weekday afternoon peak
period.

The highest frequenclz of on-street parking violations occurs in
the eveningg when there are more than enough off-street parking
sPaces available to accommodate all the violators. This-problem
may _þe. caused by negative percepÈions of off-street parkiñg
conditions such as distance to destination, the desiie to park forfreer and safety concerns. Increased parking enforcement ãt night
and inproved ¡narket,ing strategies to educate drivers of actual
off-street ¡nrking- conditions would help alleviate such problems
as blocked crosswalks, driveways, and fire hydrants causéd byillegal evening parking, and should encourage the illegal palkers
to use the many vacant, off-street spaces. However, additiónar
enforcement would not alleviate the problems on weekday afternoons
which are caused by heavy demand.

The change in use is expected to inpact ¡nost commercial users whotry to park. south of M Street during the weekday afternoon peak
parking periodr 1:30 to 3:00_p.m. To relieve the parking pioblems
associated with the change of land use, we must fiist anãtyze
these ¡nrticular areas of concern and the existing parking-
conditions in Georgetown.

PARßITre @.rDIIIONS

Field studles were made in October 1985 of both off-street and
on-street parking condlt,ions in Georgetown. For the pur¡nse ofthis study, the Georgetown area was defined as the eniirè area
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FIGURE I

SYNOPSIS OF RESULÎS OF 1985 GEORGE'rOI'TN I'ÀRKING STUDY
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!{eekday Daytime ÀfÈernoon

Ë Off-Street Spaces = 220

å Vacant Spaces Off-St = 20

Ratio Vacant,/fllegal
On-Street Spaces = LL/26

Í{eekend Evening

; Off-Street Sp".." s 220

i Vacant Spaces Off-St = -I3
Ratio of VacanE/Íllegal
On-StreeÈ Spaces = 2/83

H

ÀREÀ D

ß.Jeekday Daytime Àf ternoon

å Off-Street Spaces = 1428

i Vacant Spaces Off-St = 206

Ratio of Vacantr/Illegal
On-Screet Spaces - 6/Ls

I{eekend Evening

ç Off-Street Spaces = 1129 
.

I Vacant Spaces Off-St = 126

Ratio of Vacantr/f 1legal
On-Street, Spaces - 0/68

ÀREÀ 8

}leekday Daytime Àfternoon

- | Off-Street Spaces = 55

å Vacant, Spaces Off-St = 9

Ratio Vacant/IIlegaI
On-SÈreet Spaces = LI/6

l{eekend Evening

- ; Off-Stre€t Spaces = 55

å Vacant Spaces Off-St = I
Ratio of Vacant,/IIlegal
On-SÈreet Spaces = 2/89

AREÀ C

l'leekday Dayt.irne Àfternoon

å Off-StreeÈ Spaces = I5I7

å Vacant Spaces Off-St - 9

Ratio of Vacant/Illegal
On-SÈreet Spaces = L4/L0

I.leekend Evening

; Off-Street Spaces - 832

å Vacant Spaces Off-St = 188

Ratio of Vacant,/Illegal
On-SCreet Spaces = 3/26
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nort,h of the Potomac River, sout,h of R Street N.W., east of 35thst¡eet, N.w. ¡ and west of Rock creek. To perrnit analysis of anydifferences between conditions in differenL ¡nrts of lt¡is study'arear it was subdivided along M Street and Wisconsin Avenue, N-.W.into four subareas. These were:

-6-

north of !t Street and west of Ílisconsin Avenue;

north of M Street and east of t{isconsin Avenuei

south of M St,reet and east, of Wisconsin Avenue

Subarea A:

Subarea B:

Subarea C:
and

Subarea D: South of M St,reet and west of hlisconsin Avenue.

The off-street sÈudies were made daily from Wednesday, Octoberzlld through sunday oct,ober 27Frr. vehicres parked iñ eachoff-street public parking^IoÈ or public aarage in the entire study
area rrere counted. every 90 minutes f rom 9:00 â.r[. through g:00
p.m. On Friday the 25Èh and Saturday the 26th, an additional
count was made between 10:30 p.Ír. and 12:00 midnight of eachpublic parking facility in Georgetonn that was open.

The results of the off-street surveys are shown in Tables I
through 5. Tabre I shows thg supply of off-street, parking spacesin Georgetown aa a wholer and the usage of those spáces a[ vãrious
times during the week and on weekends. Table 2 shóws the average
conditions in each subarea during the day on wednesday, Thursdaf
and Friday. Table 3 shons the average conditions in éach subarèa
on wednesday and.Thursday evenings. Table 4 shows the average
conditions on Friday and Saturday nights in each subarea. rã¡te S
shows conditions in each subarea during the day on saturday.
Table 6 shows the eituation on Sunday.

Parking condit,ions on-street were observed during four different
litS pgliods on both Thursday' October 24th and Saturday, October
26th, 1985. The time periods studied were: (a) the 9:30 - r0:30
â..ttì. pgliod to observe norning conditions af ter the rush hour; (b)
the 1:30 - 2:30 p.r. early afternoon period; (c) the 6:00 - 7:00p.n. dinner hour¡ and (d) the 9:00 - r0:00 p.m. evening period. A
representative sample of 18 street segments was setected- forstudy. This sample consists of a representative mixture ofarterial. streets and both commercial and residential blocks.
lIB STT'DY OP IOFF-STRBBTI PÀRIING SPACB

The total off-street parking supply in Georgetown is 32zo spacea.
During weekdays, 37 9 of those spaces are reserved under long-term
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leases, eo 284r spaces are available to the general public. This
number varies slightly from time to time during the day because
several small lots are reserved part of the day, but open to thepublic at other tÍmes. One of those lots belongs to a restaurant
which reservea s¡nce for customers during some hours and opens theIot to the general public at ot,her times.

The geographic distribuÈion of the_public s¡nces are signÍficantly
unbal.anced. In subarea Ar north of ltl Street, and west of Wisconsin
Avenuer one ¡nrking garage and one parking lot with a combined
ca¡ncity of 220 vehicles are located in the 3200 block of prospect
Street. In subarea B' north of M Street and east of Wisconsin-
Avenue, there is only one parking lot with a capacity of 55
vehicles. This lot is located on the north side of tne g000 blockof l¡l Street (on the southern border of this subarea) , which places
it at, a considerable distance from rnany of the residences,
religious institutions, recreational facilities and small
businesses located in the center and northern portions of subareaB. The motorist who wishes to visit a residence or church on say
Q. Street wil.l have a considerable waLk to reach that off-street -

¡nrking. seven parking garages and two parking rots are fairlywell geographically distributed throughout subarea C, sout,h of- Mstreet and east of wisconsin Avenue, and give a combined pubtic
capacity of 11182 vehicLes. In subarea D, south of M Street and
west of ftisconsin Avenue, four parking garageg and three ¡nrkinglots give a combined public ca¡ncity of 11384 vehicles. Htnougn
there are several smaller facilities along M Street, moet of théoff-street parking capacity in subarea D is concent,rated arong
K./Water Street. AlI of the above figures are for the middte óf a
weekday. These public capacity figures change from time to time
throughout the day and evening as facilities open or close and as
some spaces become reserved t ot reservations for daytime usersend. During the evening and on weekends, some facilities south of
M Street, cIose.

The geographic dist,ribut,ion of reserved spaces is also unbalanced.
The majority of the reserved spaces are in subarea C, south of tit
Street and east of l{isconsÍn Avenuer where 335 spaces out of the
total supply of 1517 are reserved. The remaining 44 reserved
spaces during the day are in subarea D, south of M Street and west
of Wisconsin Avenue.

Off-street parking charges in Georgetown typically run in the
range of $1.75 to S2.75 for the first hour and S3.50 to $5.00 for
the two hours¡ eight hour rat,es are in the $6.00 to 98.50 range,
depending on location.



TABIE 1

Off-street Parking c_onditio^ns Throughout AII of Georgetown
during 0ctober, lggs

Situat ion During the Day on l{eekdays
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TABLEl(Continued)
Off-Street Parking Conditions throughout All

during October, 1985
of Georgetown

Situation During the Day on Saturday and Sunday
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TEBXDAY 'OPF-S1'RBBTT COIIDITIONS DURIRG TEB INY

For Georgetown as a wholêr _the period of greater parking demanddoes not come on a weekend_nigñt, but rafher during the afternoonon 3 weekday-_ Tþe period of greatest, demand starts-around noonr-pgqbs in the l:30 Èo 3:00 p.m. period¡ and drops off strãiprv-ãä'offices empty in the 4:30 to 6rô0 p.m. period.-
As shown in Table lr the three-day (I{ednesday, Thursday andFriday) average !9taf number of vãcant spaceË off-streêt in all ofGeorgetown,was 491 in the 10:30 to noon þeriod; 334 in the nòon ió
|:lo period¡.256 from t:30 to 3:00; and gga from 3:00 to 4:30.This means that olry 9 percent of the total suppry oi spacesthroughout Georgetown wère vacant during the ri¡o'tã-3:itO p.r.peak.

Comparisons of the day-by-d9V. observations showed that Friday the25th was the busiest d"y., ,¡!h only lg3 spaces empty, andl{ednesday the 23rd was the rightest weekdãy obserieä with 322vacancies.

There were significant differences in the situations in thediffergnt.parts.of Georgetown. Subarea c (south oi-u Street andeast of Wisconsin Avenue) had the highest int,ensity of *iããÀV-ü"eof _parking spa99s with 97-percenÈ of-the available'spac"s in useon f{ednegdayl 
_ 

99_ percent in use on Friday¡ and 103 pårcent in use
9It Th9lgday (l'215 vehicles ¡nrked in l rlgz spaces). rte morethan 100 percent use came about because cars ùere parked in aislesand access ramps. 

_ 9uç! parking in excess of capacity was observedin subarea c from l0:30 ã.m. tõ 3:00 p.m. rn èontrãst, subarea B(north of ltt SÈreet and east of $tisconËin Avenue) has thê towestmidday g9e of its off-street parking with only 78 rã gl pãiceñi ofits smalr number of. spaces being uséd (43 vehicres parked onwednesday.and 50 vehicles ¡nrked on Friday in the tðtar 5s-"p.ce"available) .

lf!"t 9i00 p.nì. on the wednesday and Thursday studied, theintenslH-of uae of off-st,reet þrking spaceè droppeã'shãipty.
t"I. L,?09 fpaces in Georgetown îerg ip"ñ bur vacåñr; a4 pãiêenrof Èhe total spaces were vacant-by 6:0ô p.[ì. and sl þrcent of thetotal Bpaces were vacant by 9:00 þ.m.
As shown by Tabl€ 3r there nas a noticeable difference inconditions on midweek evenings between the differen|-subareas. Ingeneral, evening demand was stronger in subarea A and B north ofM Street'r and was weakest in subaiea C South of l,t Street and east



TABLE 3

Off-Street Parking Conditions By Area in
during October. 1985

Situat lon in the Evening During the Middle

Georget own

of t he l{eek

flctot¡ert 1985 OFF-SrkEE,f PARKINO
&Y AREAi & lN Al.L 6€OR6ÊTOtn{

6rOO-7r30 po
7t30-9rOO po
9¡OO-lO:5O pr

ruF rOF
DE6¡6N f{ES¡DEN¡5 CLOS€D or

CAPâCIIY ONLY FË.6LKVLD
OBSERVED sPACTS SPACES

220
220
2æ

FUSLIC r PUFLIC
cruAC¡TY SlAcEs
OF8€RV€D VACANI

Hot{ tlANt HgX ñA¡ìty
LOÏS LOTS

¡oo1 (n 951 T|{RU
+ Fu-L 992, Ft[-L

7. PUBL¡C
CAPAC¡ 

'YVACA¡¡T

HÛTI 
',IAI{VLOTS

8J1 T}IRU
9'I, FILL

TOT,TL r
LolS

B9Z OR
+ FI,LL

DAY AR€A TI¡T€ PERIOD

Are¡ A ¡r North of ll 6trect ¡nd lle¡t ol Hi¡con¡¡n Ava.. ltl.

Ar9
4"9
Avg

Avg.
Avg.
Avg.

Are¡ B
Are¡ B
Arc¡ I

î<l.e¿ C
Are¡ C
Arc¡ C

22i)
220
220

r2¡s
I t63
roSt

t39l
l29t
tzftt

2e79
2729
2617

26
2t
t2

so9
53E
7t4

Area
Arol

o
o
o

A
â
A

o
o
o

53

55

o
o
o

9ó
a8
69

o
o
o

o
o
o

o
o
o

o
o
o

o
I
2

¿ls
40
3t

o
I
2

4ô
47
45

44
17
s3

o
I
I

o
o
o

6t¿t
o
t
¡

o
o
I

!

2

o
o
o

I
3
a

âra¡ I is North of ll Strect ¡nd E¡rt of ¡'rlaconr¡ñ Avc., Nhl.

6¡OO-7¡3O pr
7r5O-9rOO pr
9¡(to-lO¡ SO pr

ô¡OO-7¡3O 9c
713O-9rOO po
9rOO-lOr30 pr

o
o
I

o
o
o

a6
s8
2t

55

53

42
¿lg

óa

I

À)
I

A¡'r¡ C ¡r South of l't Strrat .nd E.rt of hll¡conrfn âv1., Nlrl.

Avg
Avg
Avg

4"9
Av9
AvE

t5t7
t5t7
t5t7

304
395
46,7

¡
?
I

o
I
o

o
o
o

a

I Arc¡ D ¡r South ol ll Stræt cnd hlr¡t ol hl¡¡coo¡¡n Avr., Nll.

Avg. A¿r¡ D ô¡OQ-7¡3O pn
Arg. Arc. D 7r3O-9rOO ga
Avg. ârc¡ D 9¡OO-lOr5O p¡

AlI G'toLô ó¡OO-7¡30 pa
All G'tom 7r3O-9rOO pr
âll 6'to*n 9rOO-lOr5O pr

ñ¡d-wrck Situ¡tio¡r in All Off-Strut Perking F.cilitica Throughout Georgetown At Nfght.

r42A
¡429
l¡r?8

3220
5.220
3220

o
tt¡
ttt

o
ttl
Itt

é34
604
5a2

o
o
o

o
o
o

37
26
2ó

I
2
2

o
¡
o

s4t
39r
¿l9s

t263
t27t
t57ó
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of Wisconsin Avenue. At 9¡00 P.m.r the vacanclr rate was 21 percent
in subarea B, 3l percent in subarea A, 45 percént in subarea- c,
and 68 percent in subarea D. The fact that subarea c had the
highest. int,ensity of use during the dqyr but the lowest intensityof use in the evenings (and on weekends) appears related to the -high intensíty of comnerciar development in subarea c and the
higher concentration of residences and of eating and evening
recreational attractions in other areas.

It is worth noting that in subarea D 111 spaces available to thegeneral public during the day on weekdays are reserved for
resident8 at night and on weekends. This policy ¡nakes maximum useof tfege spaces by assuring !þat !!¡e residènÈs have a place to parkat night. and on weekends' while allowing the general puUtic to üse
spaces that are vacated by residents duiing tlie day.
.OFF-SIRBEEI PÀRßING @TIDITIOT|S OT FRIIIAY AND SÀTT'RI}AY IIIGETÍ'

If all of Georgetown is treated as a singte arear then the usageof off-street-parkilg spaceg on Friday and Saturday nights is lessintense then it is during the early afternoon peak-period on
weekdays. Th_" highest^level of Georgetown-wide off-street parking
observed was betneen 10:30 p.r: and midnight on Friday night when
87 percent-(1'940) of the total of 2t236 spaces open to tñe public
etere occupied. Usage on Saturday night was closely similar with
Lr925 vehicles ¡nrked off-street. There nere 304 spaces vacant,
during the 10:30 to midnight period on the average ót these two
weekend nights. Howeverr if the 873 other spaces that were closed
due to lack of demand on weekend nights were opened, there would
have been an average of IrL77 vacant spaces available on weekendevenings. Er/en without opening those closed lots, there is not a
shortage of spaces off-street at night in Georgetown as a whole atthe present ti¡ne. six hundred and eighty-five (695) of the g73
closed spaces are in subarea c, and the rernaining lB8 are in
subarea D.

However, Table 4 shows dra¡natic differences between the off-streetparking sltuat,ions in different ¡nrts of Georgetown, and t,hat nostof the probren ie north of !l street. None of the spaces in
subarea A or Br are ever cloeed for lack of demand. In subarea A(north of l¡l street, and west of wieconsin Àvenue) the demand
exceeded the supply on both Friday and Saturday nights with extra
cars parked brocking garage aisles and ramps when arl. normal
spaces were full. In subarea B (north of lrl Street and east of
$Iisconsin Avenue) the one small lot was full from 9:00 to l0:30p.m. (109 percent full on Friday night and 95 percent furr on
Saturday night). In subarea Cr the de¡nand peaked at 77 percent of
Èhe open spaceg occupied (r88 spaces vacant) with 685 spaces
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cloaed. fn subarea Dr the average demand peaked at 89 percent of
the open capacity, wit,h 188 spaces closed.

rnterestingly, whire sone garages were closing their doors on
night,s and weekender one not only stayed open but raised its ratesat night.

IlAIfIl,lB'OFF-SIIRßEEI PARXIIre ON SAIT'RIIAY

For the total. Georgetown area, the peak period of daytime
off-st,reet parking use on_saturday came between 3¡00 and 4:30 p.m.
when 57 percent of Èhe off-street spaces open to the pubtic weiein user leaving 954 vacancies (43 percent) . The data- in Tabte 5
show that, yet againl there were dramatic differences in
conditions between the different subareas. In subarea A, no
spaces vrere closed gnd 99 percent of the spaces were occupied
during the peak period QL7 vehicres ¡nrked out of 220 spáces),
and more than two-thirds of the spaces were fitled at all timesafter Doon. Dernand was also strong in subarea B. However, in
subarea Cr 685 ppaces wele closed due to lack of denand, and only
35 percent of the remaining open spaces nere used.

PÀRKIIre @IIDIIIONS "OFF-SÍREBIII ON STINDAT

As will be seen from Tabl€ 6r there is ample ¡nrking space
available off-street in arr subareas of Georget,own on sundays.
The highest de¡nand on Sunday was 43 percent of Georget,own's tot,al
ca¡ncityr while the Sunday afternoon subarea peaks ranged from 60
percent of capacity in use (40 percent vacant) in subarea A, to 29
percent (71 percent vacant) in subarea C.

¡OTI-STR,BSIII PÀRf,ITIG @IIDITIONS

A study was conducÈed of on-street parking conditions at 9:30 â.n.¡
and 1:30 p.ír.r 6:00 p.r[. and 9:00 p.n. on Thursday October 24, and
Saturday October 26, 1985. Thie survey covered a set of sample
blocks distributed through arl four subareas. t{hile studying
conditions on every block in Georgetown would have consumêd far
more personnel than was available, the results of this sample
study seen typical of on-etreet parking conditions throughóut
Georgetor{n. rn considering t,he on-street parking situation, it is
important to remember that the number of tegal spaces changes from
time to time through the dayr due to such factors as nrush-hourn
restrict,ions coming into force, or spaces that were reserved for
commercial loading during the day becoming available for parking
during the night or weekends. It shoul,d also be noted thãt inthis stuQt we counted the number of vacant, and occupied regat
spaces, not whether the vehicle in the Epace was legalty using it.
The intent of this study was to determine the number of vacant
legal spaces, and the demand for those spaces.
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