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Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
c/o Mr. Martin K, S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
13th & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: J o i n t Design P u b l i c Hearihg-
Proposed I n t e r s t a t e 26^ 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

You may r e c a l l that a t the hearing on December 16, 1970, Mr. A i r i s 

requested that Dr. C. Michael Hogan supplement h i s statement by providing 

a d d i t i o n a l information concerning c e r c a i n mathematical formulae. I 

enclose a one-page addendum to Dr. Hogan's prepared statement w i t h the 

information requested. We r e s p e c t f u l l y request that i t be included i n 

the hearing record. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

(P. i i * \Z. 
ROBERT.' M. KENNAN, JR. 
Chairman, Roads Subcommittee-
Commit tee of 100 cn the 

Federal C i t y 

cc: Dr. C. Michael Hogan 

4630 Broad Branch Rd., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
January 3, 1971 



To augment the testimony of E S L Incorporated rendered upon the proposed 1266 highway 

on December 14, 1970, the following facts are introduced. 

The noise map calculations were based upon experimentally validated procedures set 

forth in the publication, " P r e d i c t i o n of Urban Noise Pol l u t i o n , " by C. Michael Hogan 

and H a r r y Seidman, E T 1 1 , E S L Incorporated, Sunnyvale, C a l i f o r n i a , J u l y 1970. 

The carbon monoxide predictions were based upon the diffusion model techniques 

recommended by the National A i r Pollution Control Administration. The following 

three references provide an appropriate description: 

D. Bruce T u r n e r , Workbook of Atmospheric Dispersion E s t i m a t e s . 

U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Environmental 

Health S e r i e s , PB1914S2, 1970. 

Meteorology and Atomic Energy. U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, 

1968. 

N. F- I s l i t z e r , Short-Range Atmospheric Dispersion Measurements from 

an Elevated Source, Journal of Meteorology, I S (4), 1961, pp. 443-450. 

Since calculations were executed by means of computer, the output i s rather bulky and 

is available for public examination at E S L Incorporated, Sunnyvale, C a l i f o r n i a . 



November 29, 1970 

- l r . j . B. Hope, D i s t r i c t Sagineer 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 
Dear gr. Hope: 

This l e t t e r i s i n reference to the public hearing 
on the l o c a t i o n of P.outea 256/55 scheduled, for December 
14, 197 0 . I do not wish to t e s t i f y , but I would l i k e to 
go on w r i t t e n record i n opposition to the construction 
of these freeways and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

The a d d i t i o n of more freeways has not appears:' to 
abate t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems, but r a t h e r has created 
more problems: parking space shortages, t r a f f i c congest
ion, more accidents with the r e s u l t a n t deaths, i n j u r i e s 
and higher insurance r a t e s . 

Recently, e c o l o g i c a l i s s u e s nave a l s o emerged: 
serious p o l l u t i o n from auto exhausts, and the reduction 
of surface land by the roadways themselves. This reduced 
useable surface land e f f e c t s water run-off and eli m i n a t e s 
green vegetation that both cools and p u r i f i e s a i r . 

I b e l i e v e there are many v a l i d reasons to question 
our need f o r more freeways. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

4 . 

Richard ?.. Flannelly 
3229 N..27th 3 t . " 
Irlington, Virginia 22207 

RECEIVED 
DEPT. OF //. -. /1 v .-i i 

DEC I 1970 
D/ST. OFFICE 
CUUWKR. VA. 
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N o v e m b e r 30, 1970 

The H o n o r a b l e Walter E. W a s h i n g t o n 
M a y o r - C o m m i s s i o n e r , D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a 
Room 520, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t S . , N. W. 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 2 0 0 0 4 

R e : J o i n t D e s i g n Public H e a r i n g -
Proposed Interstate 26b 

D e a r M a y o r Washington: 

On November 13., 1970, the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Depart
ment of Highways and T r a f f i c ana the s t a t e Highway Commission 
of the Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a published a notice of a 
" j o i n t Design Public Hearing" on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge por
t i o n of proposed I n t e r s t a t e 266. The notice stated that the 
hearing w i l l be held a t the Department of Commerce Auditorium 
on December 14, 1970 " i n accordance w i t h T i t l e 23, U. 3. Code, 
Section 126 and U. S . Department of Transportation P o l i c y and 
Procedure Memorandum 20 -6 dated January 14, 19oy. : i I am 
w r i t i n g on behalf of the Committee of 100 on the F e d e r a l C i t y 
to urge you to postpone the hearing. 

The hearing should be postponed (1) u n t i l a f i n a l j u d i 
c i a l determination i s made i n the pending Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge l a w s u i t , D.C. Federal:ion of C i v i c ,'. .;'ns, v. Volc-e, 
and (2) uriv.il Che c o r r i d o r public hearing required oy PPM 
20 -6 has been held f o r the e n t i r e I n t e r s t a t e Highway p r o j e c t 
i n V i r g i n i a designated I n t e r s t a t e 66, between I n t e r s t a t e 
^95 (the 'Capital Beltway") and Theodore Roosevelt Bridge« 

As you Know, the Committee of 100 i s a p l a i n t i f f I n 
the Three Si.vters Bridge l a w s u i t . Among other t h i n g s , the 
rOaintiff•'• h -«? allerted t h a t a c o r r i d o r public hearing on 
T- 2t i x \. uc. Lug the Three S i s t e r s Bridge, i s required by 
PPM 20-6 a.hd • hat the S e c r e t a r y of Transp o r t a t i o n has not 
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given the approvals reouirea with respect t c that pro.iect 
by Sections 1"-.- ana 138 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 
I 9 5 6 3 as amended. The l a w s u i t i s now before the United 
S t a t e s Court of Appeals f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia C i r 
c u i t , and the court w i l l decide these i s s u e s i n the near 
f u t u r e . As a r e s u l t of the court's d e c i s i o n , the l o c a t i o n 
of 1-266 may be reconsidered and changed, or i t may be 
dec idea not to construct 1-266 a t a l l . i n any event, i f 
the court holds t h a t a c o r r i d o r hearing must be held i t 
would be necessary to hold a new design hearing. With 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge l a w s u i t i n I t s present posture, 
holding the ;]oint design hearing on December 14 w i l l be 
f u t i l e ana u s e l e s s , r e q u i r i n g an unnecessary expenditure 
of time ana money by governmental o f f i c i a l s and persons 
wanting to t e s t i f y . 

A puolic nearing on the design of part of 1-66 i n 
V i r g i n i a from the C a p i t a l Beltway to Theodore Roosevelt 
Bridge was held on Septemoer 29, 1970 and apparently w i l l 
be continued on December 7, 1970. The most recent pre
vious p u o l i c hearing on 1-66 was held i n October, 1956. 
PPM 20-0 reouireo that "[A] c o r r i d o r public hearing . . . 
must be h e l d , or an opportunity afforded . . , w i t h respect 
to each Feu era!-a i d highway pro.iect t h a t . . . would have 
a s u b s t a n t i a ] l y d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l , economic or environmental 
e f f e c t . . . . " ( S e c t i o n 6a.) 1-66 as proposed today would 
obviously have s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l , economic and 
environmental e f f e c t s than 1-66 as proposed i n 1956. PPM 
20-6 t h e r e f o r e appears to require a c o r r i d o r public hearing 
on 1-66. I f such a hearing i s not held i t i s l i k e l y that 
there w i l l be l i t i g a t i o n concerning I-oo. 

The l o c a t i o n of 1-66 i n V i r g i n i a cannot be determined 
i n advance of a c o r r i d o r puolic hearing. Such a hearing 
•"•'St be v"*~ ' 'bn-'oyo the route loon* 1 on i s T n r o v e d ar ̂  
o e t ore t n o .,t~te i.r--..away department 1.0 1: u:*..-.i: tea to a o p e c i f l c 
proposal, tin; EEe purpose 01 such a FxearTng i s to ensure 
that an opp >rtunity I s afforded f o r e f f e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
. . . i n ;.}•: • process i n determining the need for, and the 
l o c a t i o n of, a F e d e r a l - a i d highway. (Sec'ion 4a,j emphasis 
aiaoa.) As a r e s u l t of the hearing, the V . r g i n l a Highway 
Commission may uecide that 1-66 i s not needed or that another 
l o c a t i o n i s r e e f e r r e d . Another l o c a t i o n for 1-66, 01 course, 
would a f f e * t the need and l o c a t i o n f o r I-Job. Before a cor
r i d o r p u b l i c hearing i s held on I-fofc i n V i r g i n i a , holding 
the d e s i r n hearing on 1-266 would be f u t i l e ana u s e l e s s . 
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I f a p u b l i c hearing i s held on the s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n 
and design of [-266, i t should include the s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n 
and design of the p o r t i o n of 1-266 along the Georgetown 
w a t e r f r o n t . 

The o f f i c L a i n o t i c e f o r the hearing on December 14 
s t a t e s that i t w i l l be conducted "to consider a l t e r n a t i v e 
designs f o r proposed I n t e r s t a t e Route 266 between a point 
near the intejrsec t i o n of Canal Road and MacArthur Bouievard 
i n Vgsnlm.r7 cn , • ) . C •, ana a connection with : ne proposed 
I n t e r s t a t e Route 66 near Lorccm Lane i n A r l i n g t o n County, 
V i r g i n i a , i n c l u d i n g a proposed bridge across the Potomac 
Ri v e r i n the v i c i n i t y of the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s . " 
(Emphasis added.) The "point near the I n t e r s e c t i o n of 
Canal Road ana Mac Arthur Boulevard i n Washington, D. C.': 

appears to correspond to estimate s e c t i o n B2 on page 26 
of the D i s t r i c t Highway Department :s 1970 I n t e r s t a t e Cost 
Estimate. The portion of 1-266 that i s excluded from 
the hearing includes the connections and approaches to 
the Bridge -and i s approximately 1.2 miles long, between 
estimate s e c t i o n s 32 and B4. Ho d e t a i l e d design informa
tio n has beer, made a v a i l a b l e to the p u b l i c with respect to 
the excluded p o r t i o n . 

The excluded portion i s an i n t e g r a l part, of the F e d e r a l -
a i d highway p r o j e c t designated " I n t e r s t a t e 266," I t wan con
sidered as part of t h a t highway pro.iect at previous public 
hearings on 1-266 i n 1961 and 1904. I n the pending l a w s u i t , 
•Judge S i r i c a r u l e d t h a t the Bridge p r o j e c t e »vered by h i s 
i n j u n c t i o n includes the connecting roadways and approaches. 
There i s no r a t i o n a l o a s i s f o r excluding the design of part 
of I-2C6 from the p u b l i c hearing on December 14, 

I f the design of part of 1-266 i s excluded from the 
" ' b l i c h'V- ' a." on December 14 those preparing t e s t injohv 
Lor the hearing ( i n c l u d i n g the Committee of lOu) w i l l oe 
s e r i o u s l y p r e j u d i c e d . I t w i l l be impossible f o r us to 
address ourselves to the economic, soc Lai and environmental! 
e f f e c t s of the design of the excluded portion or of I-2bt 
as a whole, furthermore, i f construe t i o n .-egins on one 
p o r t i o n of I-206 before a p u b l i c hearing i s aeid on the 
s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n ana design of the remainder, the s p e c i f i c 
l o c a t i o n ana design of the remainder becomes, as a p r a c t i c a l 
matter, a 1 a i t accompli. The second public hearing would be 
a meaningless f o r m a l i t y . 

For example, the Committee of 100 on the F e d e r a l C i t y 
has urge:, that the Whitehurst Freeway be n zed and an i n t e r 
s t a t e highway constructed as a tunnel unaor the Georgetown 
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wat e r f r o n t , w i t h connections to MacArthur Boulevard and 
F o x h a l l Road. Th i s proposal wouid r e q u i r e a s u b s t a n t i a l 
chance i n the esign of 1-266 shown sch e m a t i c a l l y i n 
Figure 2 on p i e 3 of the pamphlet t i t l e d '1-266 Design 
Hearing Information" and i n the maps and models on d i s 
play i n the D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g . Others may wish to express 
views on the adequacy or u t i l i t y of proposea connections 
between the excluded p o r t i o n of 1-266 and l o c a l s t r e e t s 
i n the D i s t r i c t . Although these suggestions might mater
i a l l y a f f e c t the design of the approaches to Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge, design information w i t h respect to the excluded 
portion c i I-26o i s not now a v a i l a o l e i n s u f f i c i e n t d e t a i l 
to permit members of the public to make meaningful suggest 
ions. 

For these reasons, we urge that the public hearing 
on December 14 be postponed and t h a t any hearing on the 
specii'ic l o c a t i o n ana design of 1-266, i f i t i s held, 
include the s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n and design or the portion 
of 1-266 along the Georgetown w a t e r f r o n t . 

cc: Hon, G i l b e r t Hahn, J r . 
Members of the D.C. C i t y Council 
Thomas F, A i r i s 
D. B. Hope 
J u l i a n R. Dugas 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

Grosvenor Chapman 
Chairman 
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December 2, 1970 

The Commissioners of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Department of Transportation Washington, D. C. * 
Gentlemen: 
The Transportation squabble, which now runs into many years without 
any progress, c e r t a i n l y has become a disgrace, calamity,a r e a l 
tragedy f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 
Today we are the C a p i t a l of a nation of 50 States along w i t h i t s 
205 m i l l i o n people. 
I t i s the place where each of the 50 Stat e s send t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
Representatives, Congressmen, Senators and others to congregate 
i n s p e c i a l l y b u i l d s t r u c t u r e s of great s i z e , such as the C a p i t o l , 
Senate and House O f f i c e B u i l d i n g s . I n the l a s t few years many more 
new b u i l d i n g s have been erected. S t i l l many more, some of enormous 
s i z e are under construction. 
Many p r i v a t e groups, n a t i o n a l organizations and i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s 
have begun to r e l o c a t e t h e i r headquarters i n our c i t y . The growth of 
the i n n e r c i t y i s t r u l y s p e c t a c u l a r . 
Being the nations C a p i t a l , we are the Mecca of m i l l i o n s of v i s i t o r s 
from a l l the Stat e s as w e l l as f o r e i g n countries. I n addition we are 
harboring Embassies and Legations from every country i n the world. 
They i n v i t e t h e i r share of v i s i t o r s and t o u r i s t s from the four corners 
of the globe. 

With such a world-wide t r a f f i c converging on our nations C a p i t a l , 
one would assume, tnat a u t h o r i t i e s i n question, would do t h e i r p a r t 
to meet such an i n f l u x of people. 

Needless to say, the almost f a n t a s t i c growth of the inner c i t y w i t h 
i t s many thousands of a d d i t i o n a l neonle working and l i v i n g i n these 
areas, r e q u i r e necessary thoroughfares as w e l l as bridges f o r the 
thousands of commuters which w i l l be compelled to l i v e i n the suburbs. 
According to R i p l e y ' s "Believe i t or Hot", London, the C a p i t a l of 
a nation of ca. 50 m i l l i o n people, has a t o t a l of 546 bridges i n i t s 
borders. Other c a p i t a l s of l e s s e r nations have hundreds of bridges. 
Here we are, the c a p i t a l o f a n a t i o n of 205 m i l l i o n , known as the 
r i c h e s t on eart h , with p r e d i c t i o n s of doubling our copulation i n 
the next 30 ye a r s , yet today, w i t h automobile t r a f f i c " converging 
from the four corners of the world, we s t i l l have only 4 or 5 bridges 
to cross a r a t h e r famous r i v e r . What's more, there are oeonle today, 
who argue that there i s no need f o r a d d i t i o n a l bridges !!! 

An International Perpetual Calendar impartial to all nations, races, and religions with the closest possible astronomical regularity. 
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I I 

Commissioners of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

La d i e s and Gentlemen, l e t us act as a d u l t s and face r e a l i t i e s as 
they r e a l l y are, i n t a k i n g f a c t s and f i g u r e s into consideration, 
we should proceed at once with the c o r r e c t i o n - adjustment of 
t r a f f i c a r t e r i e s and bridges to modern,up to date requirements of 
a g r e a t l y enlarged inner c i t y , not to mention the a d d i t i o n a l r e q u i 
rements of the next 30 y e a r s , when the population w i l l be double todays 

Moreover, as c i t i z e n s of t h i s c a p i t a l of 50 S t a t e s , (indeed a most 
unusual piece of ileal. E s t a t e ) we have no r i g h t to be s e l f i s h , we 
must accommodate our v i s i t o r s from the other 50 S t a t e s , we must, 
and they expect i t from us, that we provide roads of access, bridges 
to cross our famous r i v e r Potomac, so they can get i n t o the heart 
of t h e i r p u l s a t i n g nations Power-house, which makes our Democracy 
t i c k , preserves our way of l i f e , and most of a l l , preserves the 
Union of the 50 S t a t e s . 

O r i g i n a l l y our founding f a t h e r s provided an area of 10 by 10 square 
m i l e s , f o r the purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g a C a p i t a l f o r the o r i g i n a l 13 
S t a t e s w i t h a population of only a few m i l l i o n people. 
Today, w i t h a population of over 205 m i l l i o n s , the area of the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s l e s s than h a l f the o r i g i n a l area. 
As a 35-year t a x paying c i t i z e n of t h i s c i t y , as one who has brought 
great honor ana orectime to h i s f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , (see "Leaders i n 
American Science", "Dictionary of I n t e r n a t i o n a l Biography'*, "Trie Two 
Thousand Men of Achievement" London, WHO'S WHO, e t c . ) I urge the 
responsible E x e c u t i v e s of t h i s Metropolis, to take the necessary 
steps without f u r t h e r delay and proceed w i t h long overdue work to 
provide badly needed t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h i s long neglected 
n a t i o n s C a p i t a l . 

No doubt, some of our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s may be temporarily 
inconvenienced, however we happen to be c i t i z e n s of the C a p i t a l of 
the 50 S t a t e s and i t s 205 m i l l i o n people, the s a c r i f i c e s that a 
few hundred or so people w i l l have t o b r i n g , w i l l be g r e a t l y appre
c i a t e d not only by todays m i l l i o n s , but foremost by the next 400 
m i l l i o n which w i l l l i v e i n t h i s country 30 years from now. 
We are not golns to allow f u t u r e generations to c a l l the present an 
incompetent do-nothing generation - we w i l l prove to them that we 
have the courage and stamina to do a long overdue o b l i g a t i o n . 

/ 0 
/Respectfiilly-,-!'' . / 

„ _ Prof. Walter P. Bpthe, Bounder Writ; s i 



I l l 
The Commissioners of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

P.S. As an afterthought I would l i k e to r e f e r to an episode 
which occured during our l a t e President Roosevelts tenure 
i n o f f i c e . 

I wigh to r e f e r to a l e t t e r which I forwarded to the l a t e P r e s i d e n t 
at the urgence of the l a x e Senator O'Mahoney from Wyoming; 
A f t e r the Senator had asked me as a r e g u l a r young d r i v e r - what 
my s o l u t i o n would be to our t r a f f i c woes of that period, I gave 
him a 45 minute l e c t u r e , w i t h a l l d e t a i l s , f a c t s and f i g u r e s . I t 
impressed him so that I ' d l i k e to s t a t e h i s very remarks,quote: 
" Your s o l u t i o n seems to be the most p r a c t i c a l , sanest and sound 
one I ever heard" 
Today I would l i k e to repeat some of my suggestions; 
The Lesson of London, i t s Underground, which saved hundreds of 
thousands of Londoners during the german b l i t z . 
R u s s i a , Sweden, Norway did not waste any time i n g e t t i n g busy 
and b u i l d i n g subways the kind t h a t are bomb and r a d i a t i o n oroof, 
deep underground. Moscow even provided mosaics as w e l l as chande
l i e r s to make a longer s t a y underground more bearable. 
Sweden b l a s t e d an e n t i r e c i t y through s o l i d rock f o r j u s t such 
an emergency . 

I t i s my assumption our own a r c h i t e c t s and experts i n the f i e l d 
have taken these matters under consideration and provide a s a f e t y 
zone f o r many of our c i t i z e n s , j u s t as we provide today an o u t l a y 
of n e a r l y 52 b i l l i o n D o l l a r s a year f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of our 
shores. 
The f a c t t h a t the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s the headquarters of both 
m i l i t a r y as w e l l as c i v i l i a n government, i t deserves a l l the 
p r o t e c t i o n and s a f e t y d e v i s e s t h a t modern man has at h i s d i s p o s a l . 
Thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n . 

i.r TO TJ 
Hi i? . I t . 



BI.A.KK T . N E W T O N , Jr. 
2 7 7 P A B K A V K M C E 

N E W Y O H K . N . Y . ioci7 

P R E S I D E N T 

I N S T I T U T E OK L I F E INSURANCE December 3, 1970 

Honorable D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

D e a r Mr. Hope: 

I t has come to m y attention that a h e a r i n g i s to be held on Decem
ber 7 at the Wa s h i n g t o n - L e e H i g h School a u d i t o r i u m hi A r l i n g t o n 
on the s u b j e c t of design and l o c a t i o n of 1-66 and the T h r e e S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e . I a m the owner of a f a r m at C e n t r e v i l l e , V i r g i n i a and a m 
t h e r e f o r e v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d that the p r e s e n t design of 
1-66 and 1-266 be approved and c o n s t r u c t i o n commenced without 
delay. 

T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 1-66 f r o m the B e l t w a y to B o s l y n , V i r g i n i a i s of 
i n o r d i n a t e i m p o r t a n c e to those c i t i z e n s of n o r t h e r n V i r g i n i a who 
have need for r e a d y and s u f f i c i e n t a c c e s s to the D i s t r i c t of C o l 
umbia. T h i s p r o g r a m of c o n s t r u c t i o n h a s a l r e a d y been delayed 
and t h e r e f o r e I hope i t w i l l be the d i s p o s i t i o n of the Department to 
p r o c e e d p r o m p t l y , i n c l u d i n g i n the p l a n w h a t e v e r a d d i t i o n a l s c r e e n 
ing and p o l l u t i o n abatement that can be added without c a u s i n g f u r -
t h e r e delay i n c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

I w i l l g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e any e f f o r t s that y o u make to f a c i l i t a t e 
t h i s p r o g r a m and I would a s k that my l e t t e r be made a p a r t of the 
p u b l i c h e a r i n g r e c o r d to be hel d on D e c e m b e r 7. 

I a m e n c l o s i n g an a d d i t i o n a l copy of t h i s l e t t e r w i t h the r e q u e s t that 
i t be made a p a r t of the r e c o r d of the h e a r i n g on the T h r e e S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e on D e c e m b e r 14 at the Department of C o m m e r c e a u d i t o r i u m 
at 10:00 a.m. I f u l l y approve the design s e l e c t e d by the F i n e A r t s 
C o m m i t t e e , and I v e r y m u c h hope that the bridge can be c o n s t r u c t e d 
without any f u r t h e r delay. 

W i t h e v e r y good w i s h , I a m 



Q U A L I F I E D A P P R A I S E R S 

A D E L B E R T W . L E E , A . S . A . 
R O B E R T A . L E E . A . S . A . , S . R . A . 

3 2 11 P E N N S Y L V A N I A A V E N U E , S . E . 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 2 0 

Dec. 
3rd 
1970 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

Please consider t h i s l e t t e r an endorsement of the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge P r o j e c t . With the continued growth of t r a f f i c and the 
congestion of the bridges between the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and 
V i r g i n i a , i t i s imperative that tne e a r l i e s t p ossible construc
t i o n be s t a r t e d on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

I am aware t h i s p r o j e c t has been the source of controversy f o r 
some time, but i n the i n t e r e s t of D. C. motorists who need some 
r e l i e f i n the present t r a f f i c congestion, i t i s s i n c e r e l y hoped 
that a f t e r the meeting scheduled f o r December 14th on the afor e 
s a i d s u b j e c t that favoraole a c t i o n w i l l be taken. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, .* 

AdeLbert \r. Lee 

Mi'. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E s e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor - Walter Washington 
Room 52 8, D i s t r i c t I-uilding 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

AWL :1c 



R E N A H F. C A M A L I E R 
A T T O R N E Y A T L A W 

1200 E I G H T E E N T H S T R E E T , N . W. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C . 2 0 0 3 6 

T E L E P H O N E ( 2 0 2 ) 2 2 3 - 1 3 2 0 

December 4, 1970 

Mr. Martin K„ S c h a l l e r , 
Executive S e c r e t a r y , 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner, 
Government of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , Room 528, 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

My dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

While i t was my p r i v i l e g e to serve as a Commissioner 
of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia a few years back I became aware of 
the e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g hazards i n c i d e n t to the f a i l u r e of properly 
moving t r a f f i c i n t h i s c i t y and bringing together the areas 
which surround the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i n t o c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 
t r a f f i c w i s e . 

The Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s a p r o j e c t which has been 
under c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r many years and has now reached the point 
where not only i s i t a d e s i r a b l e c o n s t r u c t i o n but i t i s one that 
i s required to meet the e v e r - r i s i n g needs of Washington and i t s 
area r e s i d e n t s . 

Please do not consider t h i s a l e t t e r born of pressure 
on the part of anyone but an earnest e f f o r t on ny part to have 
the Mayor, and the others who are responsible f o r t h i s needed 
add i t i o n to our t r a f f i c f a c i l i t i e s , aware of the f a c t that i f 
t h i s p r o j e c t i s not not/ completed i t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y have to be 
completed and delay t h i s time would only mean a postponing of 
something which i s a genuine n e c e s s i t y . 

I o f f e r my best wishes to the Mayer and t r u s t you w i l l 
advise him of my f e e l i n g s i n the matter of the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge. 

""• '̂OI.-'lO 

Very t r u l y yours, 



December 5, 1970 

The Honorable D . £. Hope 
District: Engineer 
Virginia Highway D e p t . 
Culpeper,Virginia 22701 

R e : Interstate 66 & 256 

De^r M r . H o p e : 

With reference to the above captioned highway 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , I s*ish Co ;ro on record as being 
highly in faver of immediate plans for completion 
o f Route 65 through Arlington as presently 
purchased and chosen as the route for 6 6 , 

I believe the entire state will benefit 
m e a s u r a b l y by this project and that further 
delay is en impediment to p r o g r e s s . 

Very truly y o u r s ( 

JAM:eem 



N A T H A N I E L H . L U T T R E L L 



M i l < • ' iijialtors 
POST O F F I C E BOX 172 

9 2 S 1 L E E AVENUE. MANASSAS. V IRGINIA 221 1 0 
T E L E P H O N E ( 7 0 3 ) 3 6 8 - 8 1 3 6 

December 7 , 1970 

Virginia Department of Highways 
Culpeper 
Virginia 

Re: Public Hearing 1-266 

Gentlemen: 

In connection with the Design Hearing scheduled for December 14, 1970, at 
the District Bui lding, Washington, D. C , I would l ike to fully endorse this 
plan and urge that it be approved. 

This is in keeping, i be l ieve , with the general recommendations of various 
agencies and groups that have endorsed the 3 span concept. This design 
would be the better of the two as a gateway to Washington, D . C . from 
V i rg in i a . The road design factors, based uoon my information, seem to be 
in proper prospectus for the roads connected by this section of roadway. I 
v/ould, therefore, endorse the plans subject to any change which would 
faci l i tate the flow of t ra f f i c . Should recommendations be made for changes 
to improve the aesthetic situation, I would certainly be in favor of them 
subject to their being within a reasonable expense factor. 

The immediate approval of this span is necessary, and wi l l be a strong i n 
fluence in the economic development of the Northern Virginia Region. The 
Dulles International Airport and its environ should benefit greatly when this 
road is completed and it is needed to fac i l i tate the economic development of 
the area around the Dulles International Airport . 

The commuting time to Washington for Vi rg in ia residents should be greatly 
reduced and l ikewise , the economic situation of Washington, D„ C . should 
greatly benefit by being readily accessible from the outlying Virginia a rea . 



A R L I N G T O N P U B L I C S C H O O L S 
Office of the School Board 

426 N O R T H Q U i N C Y S T R E E T • ARL INGTON, VIRGINIA . 22207 

Ernest E. Saulmon, Chairman 
Homer Lee Krout , Vice-Cnairman 

•' ot . J . F iuGera ld 
n M, Graham 

Jtouri Reed Spicer 

D e c e m b e r 7, 1970 

Mr. D. B . Hope, D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r I 
Department of Highways 
B o x 67 1 
C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

D e a r M r . Hope: 

T h e A r l i n g t o n County School B o a r d has d i r e c t e d that I 
acknowledge y o u r l e t t e r of November 19th r e Route 266 p r o j e c t 
n e a r the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

T h e B o a r d has i n d i c a t e d that i t s p r i m a r y i n t e r e s t i n t h i s 
m a t t e r i s d i r e c t e d to the fa c t that the p r o p o s e d c o n s t r u c t i o n 
could i n t e r f e r e w i t h the w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d s p o r t of c r e w r a c i n g 
on the P o t o m a c R i v e r . T h e A r l i n g t o n s c h o o l s s e e t h i s s p o r t 
a s one that has g r e a t v a l u e f o r the youth of t h i s a r e a , but one 
that h a s a l i m i t e d g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a i n w h i c h i t can be conducted. 

T h e B o a r d s i n c e r e l y hopes that y o u r Department w i l l keep 
the needs of A r l i n g t o n and other s c h o o l s y s t e m s i n mind as you 
gi v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n to t h i s p r o j e c t . S p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g 
to the needs of c r e w r a c i n g as i t r e l a t e s to the B r i d g e d e s i g n may 
be obtained f r o m s e v e r a l s o u r c e s , i n c l u d i n g the p r i n c i p a l of the 
sch o o l that has engaged i n t h i s s p o r t f o r the g r e a t e s t p e r i o d of 
t i m e i n t h i s a r e a -- W a s h i n g t o n - L e e High S c h o o l . A d d i t i o n a l 
s o u r c e s of i n f o r m a t i o n and needs w i l l be w i l l i n g l y s u p p l i e d by 
the s t a f f of the A r l i n g t o n S c h o o l s . 

E E S : b /m. 
cc; D r . C h i s h o l m , Superintendent of S c h o o l s 

Mr. J o h a n s e n , P r i n c i p a l , W a s h i n g t o n - L e e 
M r . Youngblood, D i r e c t o r of A t h l e t i c s , W a s h i n g t o n - L e e 
M e m b e r s of the B o a r d 

S i n c e r e l y , 

E . E . Saulmon, C h a i r m a n 



G E O R G E T O W N S T O R E 
M S T N . W 

W A S H I N G T O N 7 . D C 

M A I N S T O R E A N D M A I L I N G A D D R E S b : 

3 2 4 1 M S T . , N . V / . 

W A S H I N G T O N D . C . 2 0 0 0 7 

F E . 3 - 8 3 7 3 

December 7, 1970 

^ R c i N i A S T O R E 
6 4 4 7 A R L I N G T O N B L V D 

F A L L S C H U R C H V I R G I N I A 

The'Honorable D. B. dope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear S i r : 
R E S T O N S T O R E 

- A K E A N N E V I L L A G E 
R E S T O N . V A . 

I am i n favor and support the immediate c o n s t r u c t i o n of 1.66 from 
the b e l t v a y to Rosslyn V i r g i n i a . I a l s o f a v o r the completion of 1.266 
and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i n i t ' s oresent design. 

M A R Y L A N D S T O R E 
4 B 7 7 K : H N H £ » D no s. E 

W A S H I N G T O N 21. O - c 

1 would l i k e a copy of t h i s l e t t e r to be made part of the record 
of the hearing on the rii r e e S i s t e r s bridge December 14, 1970, 

G L E N M O N T S T O R I : 
1 2 3 5 1 G E O R G I A A V E 

G L E N V O N T . M A R Y L A N D 

S i n c e r e l y , 

M, Frank Meenehan 



/ 

J I L S A T N S T I T U T E 

• F G R E A T E R W A S H I N G T O N 

1500 MASS. AVE., N.W. 
SUITE 21 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 
202/223-2571 

December 7, 1970 

Mr. Martin K S c h a l l e r , E xecutive S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528, D i s t r i c t E u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I n regards to the Design Public Hearing for the 3 - S i s t e r s Bridge to be held on 
December 14, 1970. please i n s e r t the attached statement i n the hearing record. 

Copy t o : Mr. D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

JMUf/fk 

'Sincerely, 
\ 

James M. Windsor 
Executive Vice President 

/ 



1500 MASS. AVE., N.W. 
SUITE 21 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 
202/223-2571 

STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD IN REGARDS TO THE DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 3-SISTERS BRIDGE 

My name i s James M. Windsor, and I am the Executive Vice President of the O i l Heat 
I n s t i t u t e of Greater Washington. I an making t h i s statement for 51 member f u e l o i l 
companies, 13 of which are headquartered i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and 15 of which 
are headquartered i n northern V i r g i n i a . 

The l o c a l f u e l o i l i n d u s t r y wishes to go on record as being i n favor of constr u c t i o n 
of the 3 - S i s t e r s Bridge and urges that c o n s t r u c t i o n of the bridge be continued using 
the design t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y approved and under c o n s t r u c t i o n at the time work was 
halted pending f u r t h e r p u b l i c hearing. 

/ Executive Vice President 



5319 Potomac Avenue , h . .1, 
The P a l i s a d e s 
J a s h i n g t o n , 0 . 3 . , 20016 
December 7, 1970 

Mr. h a r t i n K . o c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e . s e c r e t a r y 
D . G . O f f i c e of 
Mayo r -Commiss i one r 
14 th i.-. Z s t r e e t s , K . .7. 
.•.a3hin£ton, D . C , 203C4 

B e s r h r . S c h a l l e r : 

P l e a s e aake t h i s l e t t e r a p a r t o f t h e b e a r i n g on I n t e r s t a t e 
Highway 266 ( T h r e e 3 i 3 t e r 3 £ r i d go) on Oecember Ik, 1970 , s i n c e we w i l l 
not be a b l e t o a t t e n d to t e s t i f y . 

As l o m r - t i m e members and f o rmer o f f i c e r s of The P a l i s a d e s C i t i z e n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , we d i s a g r e e w i t h i t s c t end o f oppos jK the b u i l d i n g o f t h a t 
v i t a l c r o s s i n g . ..'e s u p p o r t the d e s i g n ad the l o c a t i o n a t the f oo t of 
F o x h a l l h o 3 C . 

o i n c e the d e s i g n h a s t h e a p p r o v a l o f the F i n e .- .rts Commiss ion f o r 
a p p e a r a n c e , ad o f the e n g i n e e r s Tor s t r u c t u a l s t r e n g t h , we l o y e e n n a t u r a l l y 
f a v o r i t t o o . Ha v i n e canoed and even swun i n t h e ro toc iac a t t h a t s i t e f o r 
^any y e a r s , we l i k e the s i n g l e span f o r beau ty and p r a c t i c a l l y no i n t e r 
f e r e n c e w i t h r e c r e a t i o n . ..e were members of t h e r o t o a a c B o a t C lub f o r 
many y e a r 3 . 

We u rge t h a t t h e d e s i g n o f the ramps on the D i s t r i c t o f Co lumbia 
end of the b r i d g e be so a r r a n g e d t h a t the P a l i s a d e s r e s i d e n t s have a c c e s s 
between h ' . i cAr thur b o u l e v a r d and the E r i d g e i n l o t h d i r e c t i o n a l ./a want to 
be a b l e t o u.;e i t . A l s o , we r-.commend t h a t a c o n n e c t i o n be c o n t i n u e d b e 
tween l - l a cn r thur B o u l e v a r d and the r i v e r f r o n t f r c ^ a y s l e a d i n g to downtown. 
,.e now have that , c o n v e n i e n c e t n r u i / h i t e h u r a t F r e e w a y , end dortt want to l o 3 e 
i t . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Mr« and M r s . C a r l E . Bean 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
(202) 783-3215 

Washington National Airport 
Room 290 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

D e c e m b e r 8, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y to the M a y o r 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I n r e g a r d s to the f o r t h c o m i n g h e a r i n g of the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , I 
d e s i r e d to m a k e p e r s o n a l t e s t i m o n y as to the n e c e s s i t y of the comple
t i o n of t h i s p r o j e c t . However, due to p r e s s i n g b u s i n e s s t h e r e i s a 
v e r y r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y that I w i l l be out of town at that time. T h e r e f o r e , 
I a m w r i t i n g t h i s l e t t e r i n l i e u of m a k i n g a p e r s o n a l appearance. 

I t i s our c o n s i d e r e d opinion that the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e w i l l not only 
r e d u c e the t r a v e l t i m e to D u l l e s I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t f r o m the D i s t r i c t 
of C o l u m b i a but w i l l g r e a t l y r e d u c e the congestion now encountered and 
s a v e many v a l u a b l e m i n u t e s f o r the t r a v e l i n g p u b l i c . T h i s r e d u c t i o n 
i n t r a v e l t i m e , m a k i n g D u l l e s m o r e e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e , w i l l be m o s t 
advantageous to v i s i t o r s and r e s i d e n t s of the Washington M e t r o p o l i t a n 
A r e a , 

Many m o r e r e a s o n s could be c i t e d r e g a r d i n g th i s m uch needed arid m o s t 
b e n e f i c i a l p r o j e c t but m o s t a r e a l r e a d y on r e c o r d . I t i s , by thi s l e t t e r , 
the d e s i r e of Greyhound A i r p o r t S e r v i c e , I n c . to go on r e c o r d as 
supporting, m o s t v i g o r o u s l y , the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the T h r e e S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

A l l a n O. F a l l s 
P r e s i d e n t 

ANOTHER SERVICE OF THE GREYHOUND CORPORATION 



L ~ u 4 

December 8, 1970 

The E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 

D e a r S i r : 

T h i s l e t t e r i s t r a n s m i t t e d a s a w r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t 
f o r i n c l u s i o n i n t h e r e c o r d o f t h e H e a r i n g t o be 
c o n d u c t e d by t h e D.C. G o v e r n m e n t on t h e d e s i g n o f t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s b r i d g e December 14, 1970, u n d e r t h e 
d u r e s s o f a F e d e r a l l a w w h i c h I c o n s i d e r u n w i s e . 

I oppose t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . T w i l l a l w a y s 
o ppose t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , r e g a r d l e s s o f i t s 
d e s i g n . And b e c a u s e I n a v e no i n t e r e s t i n t h e d e s i g n 
o f a n y s u c h b r i d g e I w i l l n o t be a t t h e h e a r i n g . 

I f e l e c t e d D e l e g a t e I b e l i e v e I c a n be i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n p e r s u a d i n g C o n g r e s s t o remove 1-66 f r o m G e o r getown 
and 1-95 f r o m B r o o k l a n d , among o t h e r t h i n g s . T h a t i s 
my p u r p o s e , r e m e m b e r i n g a s one p r o m i n e n t s u p p o r t e r o f 
t h e 196 5 C i v i l R i g h t s A c t o b s e r v e d , " t h e o i l c a n i s 
m i g h t i e r t h a n t h e s w o r d . " 

JAN:c 
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R A L E I G H S T O R E S C O R P O R A T I O N 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004 

D e c e m b e r 10, 1970 ADDRESS REPLY TO 
E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a G o v e r n m e n t 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h & E St r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

D e a r J u l i a n : 

T h i s i s j u s t a note to put i n m y two cents i n r e f e r e n c e 
to the upcoming h e a r i n g on the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

I would c e r t a i n l y hope t h i s p r o j e c t w i l l become a r e a l i t y , 
without f u r t h e r and continuing d e l a y s , so that some p r o g r e s s 
c a n be f i n a l l y made toward m a k i n g t h i s a r e a an updated and 
model community. 

Good l u c k and be s t r e g a r d s . 

S i n c e r e l y , 
n 

A r t h u r T. L y o n 
E x e c u t i v e V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

A T L : m e l 

E X C L U S I V E L Y O U R S I N T H E N A T I O N ' S C A P I T A L 

Hart Schaffner & Marx Hickey-Freeman 



1629 K S T R E E T , N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 (202) 296-8100 

CABLE COURTESY 

December 11, 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

On Monday, December 14, 1970, at 10:00 A. M. you w i l l conduct the 
very important hearing on the design and r e l a t e d matters f o r the 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

May I take t h i s opportunity to r e g i s t e r my support for the Three-
Span A l t e r n a t i v e approved by the F i n e A r t s Commission. The report 
prepared f o r the hearing seems to i n d i c a t e that a l l e c o l o g i c a l 
aspects have been considered i n the design and the economic 
b e n e f i t s to commuters, consumers and employers make a favorable 
d e c i s i o n on the co n s t r u c t i o n of the bridge most d e s i r a b l e . 

Thank you f o r your c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s subject. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

COURTESY ASSOCIATES. INC. 

/ J a n e E. M a r i l l e y 
President 

JEM:mm 
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2306 N. Vernon S t . 
A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n ' a 22207 
1? December 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas, D i r e c t o r 
Department of Economic Development 
14th and 2 S t r e e t s , K.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Design Hearings, 1-266 and 
Dear Mr. Dugas: Three S i f t e r s Bridge 

I arn sending to you in your capacity as hearing o f f i c e r f o r the 
design hearings on 1-266 and the Thrift S i s t e r s Bring-- a copy of 
comments a l s o addressed to the Commissioner of the V i r g i n i a 
Department of Highways, "o t h a t both j u r i s d i c t i o n s may have 
them a v a i l a b l e i n the record of the he-rings. 

Very t r u l y yours ,1 

George L. Chesnut, fir. 



2306 K. Vernon .it. 
r l i n '. on, /Irginia 22207 

12 Deoetaber 1970 

Mr. Douglas B. ?u -ata, Commission r 
Deportmeat of Hi hwaya 
C - n -. - n v sal th of V i r - in 1 a 
Richmond, Ifirjinia 23219 

D ^ s i s i of I-^cb, irlingtoi 
County 

Attn* P . Q•»!•? iron 
Dear Commissioner Fugatei 

';111 yea lo 3r> include the f o i l wing coamenta on tha proposed design o" 
1-266 in kr? In "ton and the Three Sisters Bridge la your rocord of tha tenign 
hearing opening on 14 bee. "beer? 

The design includes many awkward and hazardous feature-, These result Proa many 
suecasaivo rar.ip = :i tries, merges, cossovers, and road separations within less 
than a nlle on the Virginia side. 

Sona approximate measurements ani tha estimates of the dosi *n engineers for 
19>0 t r a f f i c are shown in tha accompanying table. 

'hen one compares the reap and crossover lengths with those that are ••ell known 
to ho overloaded during rush hours today, i t beecmea quite dear that the 
lengths are 'imply not enough to accommodate the queues tint develop, iaxarioua 
backups w i l l develop T.n the through ourcas, .-.nd hazardous jockeying a*ong 
drivers in the c r c - 3 3 o v o r 3 w i l l be cornmoa. 

?hss<a nazarda ara the natur.jl re ;ulr, of the mistake of trying to triplicate a 
useful existing road hi a narrow valley. The da;in i s bad because the locution 
is hud. 

Pec l i a r l y , the desi n wo- Id carry a l l bridge approaches on the Virginia side under 
the e? is tin:? ;*rca of the stbftund I n : of George Yashin ton Parkway, and over the 
existing westbound lone 07" Spout •••n Parkway, fhe engineering possibilities ray 
ox s t . I'he paycholo l e a l effect of a }»decker system in sieving up drivers cay or 
may cat he reat, but i t is like y to be unequal and to add ha&irss of unequal speed. 

i\ any c-iso tha effect of such a biaarro 3 s t •« in marring the lines of tha Vhr iaia 
pa': is.idos, added to that of tha Three Slaters Bridge i t s e l f , will be substantial 
and displeasing. 

In considering any desi ga, we should a l l hear in Blind that tha location is part of 
the design and the purpo3e i.i tnu reason for the iesign. I f the purpose la to rove 
long-distance trucks r-.to Yashin ton, what distribultl.ig center is found in tha 
Georget «m area? i f Lt is ts cove commuters, where can the r cars be ?tackei? Rather 
than to i i f fuse .nd multiply individual ears on more and more roads that eat up 
1 1 0 1 : 3 0 3 , bus Leases, nd open -:pac *, >es i t not make ore sense '-a plan systeB3 to 
rove mere people per vehicle 1 a bread res tudy of the whole transportation problem 
is surely in order. 

Very truly y ours, 

George b. Chesnut, Jr. 



Representative t r a f f i c estimates 
on ramps and crossovers 

Source: 1990 t r a f f i c e s t imates, design plan 

L o c a t i o n Le>" '3th 
i n f e e t 

Source t r a f f i c Pimp t r a f f i c 
(carrs per day) 

Lane entered 

EBL 1-66 in t o 
EBL-266 and Ramp H 

5C0 50,630 17,250 22,700 

Ramp H (Lee Hwy. in t o 
EBL-266 

6/f0 22,730 plus 
22,730 

5,450 22,700 

Ramp H—EBL 266 i n t o 
EBL 266— Ramp K crossover 

1700 22,700 
(both sources) 

22,700 17,250 p l u s 
5,4cO 

EBL 266 to Spout Run 800 17,250 17,250 48,950 

EHL 266—Spout Run 
crossover 

1000 31,750 n l u s 
17,250 

.48,950 43,450 p l u s 
5. 500 

Spout Run to 
George Washington Pkwy. 

625 43,950 5,500 19,970 minimum 

WBL 266 to Spout Run 200 43,450 26,200 31,700 

Some existing conditions, f o r co^pnrinon 

Key Bridge into 
WBL GW Parkway 

1000 32,064 est.11,000 24,9'70 

Pentagon Mixing Bowl 
(each way) 

600 19,250 plus 
37,250 

53,750 19,450 plus 
33,300 

(no balance,counts taken at remote p o i n t s ) 
Source: 1969 count-;, A r l i n ;tcn Co. 

Df?pt. of Transportation 



P A L M E R A N D B A K E R E N G I N E E R S , I N C . 

2 2 3 3 W I S C O N S I N A V E . , N . W . 

C O N S U L T I N G - E N C 2 I N E E R S W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 0 0 7 
A R C H I T E C T S C A B L E A D D R E S S - P A L M B A K E 

D e c . 14 , 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
D i s t r i c t of C o l u mbia Government 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t , N. W. 

Washington. D. C. 2 0004 

Subj e c t : 1-266 T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e D e s i g n H e a r i n g 

D e a r Mr. Dugas: 
We have r e v i e w e d the booklet "1-266 D e s i g n H e a r i n g I n f o r m a t i o n . 
I n the i n t e r e s t of m a i n t a i n i n g the v i a b i l i t y of our community by 
a ccommodating i n c r e a s i n g commuter, v i s i t o r and t o u r i s t t r a f f i c 
f r o m V i r g i n i a and the west,bound f o r the b u s i n e s s and monumen
t a l s e c t i o n s of our c i t y and i n o r d e r to m i n i m i z e d e l a y s caused 
by t r a f f i c congestion, l e s s e n a c c i d e n t s , i m p r o v e the e n v i r o n 
ment by l e s s e n i n g polution of slow moving v e h i c l e s , r e d u c i n g 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o s t s i n t i m e s a v i n g s yet i n no way a d v e r s l y 
a f f e c t i n g the use of the Potomac R i v e r f o r r e c r e a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s 
we c o n c u r w i t h the F i n e A r t s C o m m i s s i o n that the proposed 
bri d g e d e s i g n i s a e s t h e t i c a l l y a t t r a c t i v e and w i l l be an a s s e t to 
our N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l . 

T h e t h r e e span design i s our f i r s t c h o i c e , the s i x span design 
our second choice. 

V e r y t r u l y y o u r s , 

P A L M E R AND B A K E R E N G I N E E R S , INC. 

H a m i l t o n B. R e e s e , V i c e C h a i r m a n 

H B R t r 



449-5111 

PYLES LUMBER CO. 
6 2102X53 Allen town Road , S. E . 

Wash ing ton X20, D . C . 20023 
Carap Springs, Md. 

December 12, 1971 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear S i r : 

I f e e l the park land i s more important than the 

Three S i s t e r ' s Bridge. I am aga i n s t the Three S i s t e r ' s 
Bridge. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y yours, 



S P R I N G V A L L E Y . W E S L E Y H E I G H T S 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Room 528 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 
Pursuant to the n o t i c e of a design p u b l i c hearing on t h e 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge, as Vice P r e s i d e n t and Chairman of 
the Zoning Committee of the Sp r i n g Valley-Wesley Heights 
C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n , out not being q u a l i f i e d to voic e an 
opinion on the design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridce I would 
l i k e on behalf of our Association to s t a t e that our A s s o c i a t i o n 
i s vehemently opposed to any design which would allow t r a f f i c 
from the Three S i s t e r s bridge to flow i n t o our ar e a . 

Our A s s o c i a t i o n i n s i s t s t h a t t r a f f i c l e a v i n g the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge and entering the d i s t r i c t of Columbia be fed i n an 
e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n , toward the west l e g of the proposed i n t e r -
loop. The road should be fed i n t o a uunnel as soon as pos s i b l e 
as determined by your engineer. . 

cc : T,F. A i r i s , D i r e c t o r 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
Department of Hiphway T r a f f i c 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C„ 

C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n 

W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 

December 8, 1970 

Park e r ' 3 . Clip" r a n t ' 
Vice P r e s i d e n t and 
Chairman, Zoning Committee 
Spring Valiey-.»esley Heights C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n 
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D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E N A V Y 
O F F I C E O F T H E C H I E F O F N A V A L O P E R A T I O N S 

W A S H I N G T O N , D C . 20350 



4906 r i l d e n S t . , NW 
Washington, D. C. 200i6 
December 10, 19?0 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E xecutive Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Hcon 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 2000h 
Dear Mr. T c h a l l e r : 

I am g r a t e f u l that a hearing i s belatedly scheduled on 
the s u b j e c t of the proposed I'hree f i s t e r s bridge. As a tax-
paying r e s i d e n t and property owner i n t h i s c i t y , I object 
that there has not been a public hearing as to whether or 
not .the bridge should be b u i l t and, i f so, where i t should 
be located. Therefore t h i s l e t t e r , which I hope w i l l be i n 
cluded i n the hearing record, w i l l deal not only w i t h design, 
but w i t h r.y reasons f o r opposing construction of the bridge 
a l t o g e t h e r . 

( 1 ) As f o r design, I don't b e l i e v e any.man made s t r u c t u r e 
could improve on the unfettered view u p r i v e r from Georgetown. 

(2) The q u a l i t y of l i f e i n the c i t y cannot but f u r t h e r 
d e t e r i o r a t e as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l automobile t r a f f i c 
using the orcoosed brida"e and connecting freeways. Ihe a i r 
we breathe i s already noxious. 

(3) Construction of the subway system may obviate the 
need f o r the bridge. Instead of succumbing to Congressional 
b l a c k m a i l , the c i t y should proceed with the subway and defer 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the bridge and proposed freeways. I f , a f t e r 
completion of the subway system, there i s s t i l l a demonstrable 
need f o r a d d i t i o n a l freeways and bridges, the case can be 
reopened. The example of Los Angeles should be enough to 
convince anyone of the f o l l y of d e f e r r i n g mass t r a n s i t i n 
fav o r of ever more freeways. 

(-!•) Where w i l l the suburbanites drawn to Washington by 
e a s i e r access park t h e i r c a r s ? The same Congressmen who * deny 
us home r u l e deny us p u b l i c narking f a c i l i t i e s . The la c k of 
pub l i c parking space i s already a scandal and a c r i t i c a l 
cause of downtown business f a i l f i r e s w i t h t h e i r r e s u l t a n t l o s s 
of jobs and tax revenues'. 

I hope the Court that required t h i s hearing w i l l duly 
consider these and other objections to the brides r a i s e d by concerned c i t i z e n s . . . 

Sincerely, 
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M A R T I N K S C H A L L E R , R O O M 523 D I S T R I C T B L D G , DLY 75 

14 A N D t ST N O R T H W E S T W A S H D C 

NO T H R E E SISTERS B R I D G E NO MORE C O N S T R U C T I O N THAT I S D E S T R U C T I O N 

W E BELONG TO THE W A S H I N G T O N CANOE CLUB ANOTHER BRIDGE W O U L D . 

D E S T R O Y CANOEING UP THE R I V E R THREE SISTER ARE H I S T O R I C L A N D M A R K S 

IN B E A U T I F U L NATURAL SCENE W E HAVE A PAINTING F R O M THE F A M O U S 

OLD PRINT OF G E O R G T O W N SHOWING T H I S VIEW FO THE RIVER AND THE 

THREE S I S T E R S SAVE T H E M F R O M P O L L U T I O N A N D NOISE OF A U T O M O B I L E 

TRAFFIC* NO B R I D G E R E P E A T NO BRIDGE 

G L A D Y S A N D H A R R Y J O N E S 1310 34 ST N O R T H W E S T W A S H D C . 

13 10 3 4 . 

SF-1201 (R5-69) 
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O F F I C E OF T H E M A Y O R C O M M I S S I O N E R RM 5 2 3 DISTRICT BLDG 14 

* E STS N O R T H W E S T W A S K D C 

I HEREBY R E G I S T E R S T R O N G E S T D I S A P P R O V A L OF T H E T H R E E SISTERS 

BRIDGE* IT W I L L TURN G E O R G E T O W N W H I C H HAS BEEN D E S I G N A T E D 

A N A T I O N A L LANDMARK INTO A N A T I O N A L N I G H T M A R E * I AM A G E O R G E T O W N 

HOMEOWNER AND TAX PAYER* S I N C E R E L Y 

RUTH R K M A M L E Y 1324 34TH ST N U . 

(324) 

SF-1201 (R5-69) 
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MARTIN K S C H A L L E R , DLY 75 

RM 52S D I S T R I C T BLLT W A S H D C 

WE W I S H TO RECORD OUR O P P O S I T I O N TO C O N S T R U C T I O N OF THE THREE 

S I S T E R S B R I D G E 

MR A N D MRS H A N S A K L A G S B R U N N . 

(200), 

SF-1201 (R5-69) 
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MARTIN K S C H A L L E R , ELY 7 5 , E X E C U T I V E S E C R E T A R Y 

O F F I C E OF T H E M A Y O R - C O M M I S S I O N E R R O O M 52$ D I S T R I C T BLDG 14 

AND E S T F E E T S N O R T H W E S T W A S H D C 2 0 0 0 4 

WE A S P R O P E R T Y O W N E R S V O T E F O R N O R E P E A T NO B R I D G E AT ALL AND 

PRESERVATION OF L I M I T E D N A T U R A L B E A U T Y S T I L L E X I S T I N G B E T W E E N 

CHAIN BRIDGE AND G E O R G E T O W N 

J O A N A N D B I L L B L U 2 , 3 3 1 5 N ST NORTIIUSST W A S H I N G T O N DC 2 0 0 0 7 , 

3 3 1 6 2 0 0 0 7 * 

SF-1201 (R1-G8S 



Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r , DEC 15 2 GC <0 

2S00 u n i v e r s i t y T e r r , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
13 December 1970 

I am sending you t h i s l e t t e r to voice my strong opposition to the 
"Tiree Masters Bridge p r o j e c t . I t i s absurd to stimulate more t r a f f i c 
y b u i l d i n g such a highway and i t s connections i n t o the b e a u t i f u l 

c i t y of Washington. A l l that w i l l r e s u l t i s more t r a f f i c congestion, 
noise and a i r p o l l u t i o n , and the loss of land b e t t e r devoted t o * otne: 
uses. 

1970 man must turn to other sources to c a r r y commuters into t lie 
downtown areas. digh-s>eed r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , underground, i s a 
more s e n s i b l e and humane answer to the t r a f f i c problem. I , my 
husband, and many in on y of our f r i e n d s urge you to help Stop t i e 
desecration of the lands car-re, STOP THE THREE SISTERS NOW. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

R o b e r t 







PUBLIC HEARING ALERT 
The Wilderness Society* 7 2 9 F I F T E E N T H S T R E E T , N W , WASHINGTON, D . C . 2 0 0 0 5 • 

December 10, 1970 

o: Members and Cooperatohs'of The W i l d e r n e s s S o c i e t y 
i n the Washington Ar e a 

On Monday, December 14, s t a r t i n g a t 10 a.m. and c o n t i n u i n g i n t o the e v e n i n g , 
a combined D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a - V i r g i n i a Highway Department h e a r i n g w i l l be 
h e l d on the s u b j e c t of the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e p r o j e c t between Spout Run 
i n A r l i n g t o n and Georgetown i n Washington. ( A d d i t i o n a l h e a r i n g s e s s i o n s 
may be sched u l e d on Tuesday and Wednesday, December 15 and 16.) The h e a r i n g 
l o c a t i o n i s the Commerce Department A u d i t o r i u m , F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t between 
C o n s t i t u t i o n Avenue and E S t r e e t N.W. 

T h i s h e a r i n g has been scheduled because of a r e c e n t U. S. D i s t r i c t Court 
i n j u n c t i o n o r d e r w h i c h t e m p o r a r i l y h a l t e d i n i t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n work on the 
b r i d g e . The h e a r i n g has been announced as a "d e s i g n h e a r i n g . " Many, however, 
b e l i e v e the c o n s t r u c t i o n of any b r i d g e a t t h i s u n s p o i l e d l o c a t i o n on the 
Potomac R i v e r a s e r i o u s e r r o r i n terms of p r e s e r v i n g the beauty of the r i v e r , 
the p a r k l a n d s on both r i v e r s h o r e s , the h i s t o r i c C & 0 Canal on the D i s t r i c t 
s i d e , and e n v i r o n m e n t a l v a l u e s g e n e r a l l y . 

Many t h o u g h t f u l c i t i z e n s a l s o b e l i e v e i t a s e r i o u s m i s t a k e to s t i m u l a t e 
more t r a f f i c growth — w i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t c o n g e s t i o n , a i r p o l l u t i o n , n o i s e , 
and preemption of l a n d b e t t e r devoted to o t h e r uses — by b u i l d i n g s t i l l 
a n o t h e r i n t e r s t a t e highway i n t o Washington. 

A high-speed r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e w i l l soon be c o n s t r u c t e d near the 
Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s , and another a t F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t j u s t a l i t t l e down 
r i v e r . Each of t h e s e r a i l l i n e s w i l l be cap a b l e of c a r r y i n g many thousands 
more commuters between downtown Washington and the suburbs — and c a r r y i n g them 
f a r more q u i c k l y and e f f i c i e n t l y — than a d d i t i o n a l l a n e s of pavement. And 
r a p i d t r a n s i t w i l l do so w i t h o u t m a r r i n g the h i s t o r i c Potomac, s i n c e i t w i l l 
be i n t u n n e l s . 

The Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e , i f i t i s b u i l t , w i l l menace r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s , 
p a r k l a n d s , and our environment f a r beyond i t s immediate l o c a t i o n . The b r i d g e 
would be a huge dagger p o i n t i n g t r a f f i c p r e s s u r e up G I o v e r - A r c h b o l d P a r k — 
which Washington highway p l a n n e r s long have wanted to take over f o r a 
c o n n e c t i n g superhighway r o u t e . The b r i d g e ' s V i r g i n i a approach would s u p p l a n t 
the spur of the George Washington Memorial Parkway now t r a v e r s i n g wooded 
Spout Run ( p a r t of the n a t i o n a l p a r k system, l i k e the r i v e r s i d e p a r k l a n d s 
and G l o v e r - A r c h b o l d ) i n A r l i n g t o n . 

Moreover, highway p l a n n e r s hope to use the b r i d g e as the t r i g g e r f o r 
d e v e l o p i n g a huge I n t e r m e d i a t e Loop Exp r e s s w a y , which would not o n l y t h r u s t 
through G l o v e r - A r c h b o l d Park and up Spcut Run but a l s o c u t through p a r k s 

AN ALTERNATIVE — RAIL TRANSIT 

(OVER) 



a l o n g A r l i n g t o n ' s Four M i l e Run and Rock Creek P a r k - i n Washington. The 
b r i d g e would a l s o shunt tremendous new t r a f f i c f l o w s toward the proposed 
North C e n t r a l Freeway which t h r e a t e n s Maryland's Montgomery County as w e l l 
as c e n t r a l and n o r t h e r n Washington. And i t would i n c r e a s e the b l i g h t i n g 
t r a f f i c l o a d on the p r o j e c t e d I n t e r s t a t e 66 through A r l i n g t o n which i s 
b e i n g b i t t e r l y opposed by many c i t i z e n s . 

I n terms of sound t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t o t a l p l a n n i n g , many c o n s i d e r the Three 
S i s t e r s p r o j e c t u t t e r l y l a c k i n g i n any genuine j u s t i f i c a t i o n . They c o n s i d e r 
i t i l l - p l a n n e d , c o s t l y , and d e s t r u c t i v e , an o b s o l e s c e n t answer to the 
commuting problem. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

What can we as t h o u g h t f u l , environment-minded c i t i z e n s do i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n ? 

The W i l d e r n e s s S o c i e t y , which j o i n e d w i t h n i n e o t h e r c o n s e r v a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n a f r i e n d of the c o u r t b r i e f p o i n t i n g out the l a c k o f proper p u b l i c h e a r i n g s 
on T h r e e S i s t e r s , b e l i e v e s i t h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t t h a t c i t i z e n s t a k e f u l l 
a dvantage of the o p p o r t u n i t y o f f e r e d by n e x t week's h e a r i n g . T h i s i s a chance 
to speak out f o r sound p u D i i c p l a n n i n g , f o r D r o t e c t i n g our p a r k l a n d s and the 
Potomac, and f o r the environment. 

C i t i z e n s have been i n v i t e d to appear and t e s t i f y a t the h e a r i n g . Those not 
r e g i s t e r e d i n advance w i l l be h e a r d , a f t e r s c h e d u l e d w i t n e s s e s . 

W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s w i l l a l s o be a c c e p t e d , both a t the h e a r i n g and by m a i l . 
M a i l s t a t e m e n t s can be se n t i n f o r 10 days a f t e r the f i n a l h e a r i n g a d j o u r n 
ment. (See a d d r e s s e s below.) 

I t i s v i t a l f o r us as c i t i z e n s to e x p r e s s o u r s e l v e s on t h i s major e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
i s s u e , i n o r d e r to impress highway o f f i c i a l s , o t h e r o f f i c e h o l d e r s , and Congress 
w i t h the growing p u b l i c i n s i s t e n c e t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a l needs be put f i r s t 
i n s t e a d of l a s t i n highway and s i m i l a r d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g . Three S i s t e r s i s 
a n a t i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i s s u e . T h i s i s the time to be heard on i t . 

S t e w a r t M. Brandborg 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 

WHERE TO SEND WRITTEN STATEMENTS: 

Washington and Maryland r e s i d e n t s -— Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r , E x e c u t i v e 
S e c r e t a r y , O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

V i r g i n i a r e s i d e n t s — Mr. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r , V i r g i n i a 
Department o f Highways, C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 
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Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r r 
Executive Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C, 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 
L i k e many other r e s i d e n t s of Washington and the 

surrounding area, I am s e r i o u s l y concerned with the 
p o t e n t i a l and i r r e p a r a b l e damage to the scenic and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l value of the area which probably would 
r e s u l t from the highway development pr o j e c t which 
includes constructing the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

I t seems to me that the r a p i d t r a n s i t a l t e r n a t i v e 
i s i n the long term i n t e r e s t s of protecting the area 
from f u r t h e r d e t e r i o r a t i o n and i n making Washington 
a more a t t r a c t i v e c i t y i n which to work (as I do) and 
to shop ( which I would do more of i f ra p i d t r a n s i t 
provided easy a c c e s s ) . 

Robert I Owen 
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3102 N. S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington* Dj.C* c: 
13 December 1970 7 

Mr. i-iartin K. S c h a l l e r • • 
Sxecutine S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the i,ayor - Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I w i s h to record my strong oopositoon to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
an a d d i t i o n a l bridge a c r o s s the Potomac. T h i s bridge i s n e i t h e r 
wanted nor needed by the D i s t r i c t . I t i s opposed by every respon
s i b l e c i t i z e n of the D i s t r i c t tfhom I know. Any need f o r the 
expanded means of t r a n s p o e t a t i o n acfcoss the r i v e r should be 
s a t i s f i e d by underground r a i l w a y . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Frank E. Richardson, 



deary B. Day 
325k! 0 St r e e t , H.W. 
rtasiiington, D.C. 20007 

DEC 15 2 " PH 70 December 13, 1970. 
Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r , Executive Secretary, 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commi asioner, 
Boom 528, D i s t r i c t Building^ 
14th and ES S t r e e t s , -
"aahlogtoa, B.C. 20C04. 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : Three S i s t e r s Bridge Hearings 

A f t e r i i v i n ; f o r i c yeara i n Jeorgetown and t a l k i n g often with residents 
of t i e D i s t r i c t , ! I think - am j u s t i f i e d i n believing the following v i e : are 
widely held although t i e y are not presented f o r any organization. 

A J a premise i t i s assumed that the Court ordered a aearing on design 
with the inte n t that the au t h o r i t i e s should hear views on the \>lan of something 
to be done, that i s , on tne purpose and tne means proposed to achieve i t . I t 
seems ri d i c u l o u s to suppose that the court intended that t:.ere snouid be a Hear
ing on whether a form as revealed i n drauin_,s would be a e s t i e t i c a j - i y pleasing 
and an improve;-.eiit on the e x i s t i n g scene since i t i . ; plain that the s i t e as i t 
now e x i s t s i s more be a u t i f u l than i t would be with any crid^-e. 

A second premise i s that the mrpose of tne bridge i s to provide more 
way, along with co.-siectin > highways, f o r trues and automooiie t r a f f i c sctween 
F a i r f a x and iiXlington counties i n V i r g i n i a and downtown i n t i e D i s t r i c t , and 
more es >ecialiy to con iect Aoute 66 i n Vi r g i n i a with downtown. 

The means proposed to achieve t n i s end could f a i l . They are not necessary. 
'Jh.ere are oettei* a l t e r n a t i v e s . The bridge would form part of a detour i n l i e u of 
a d i r e c t route, i n s a .ditional ti:.:e of t r a v e l must e n t a i l more congestion than 
on a d i r e c t route, i'he highways that would have to be u u i l t would needlessly 
r u i n a r e s i d e n t i a l area and parkland i n V i r g i n i a , part of a r e s i d e n t i a l area i n 
the D i s t r i c t , olan^ f o r tae ^eor.^etovn waterfront, ana, ultimately tne -arover 
.^rchbold Park. i'his detour i s unnecessary secause a ...ore so i c a l d i r e c t route 
i s f e a s i b l e . Pa_.aen.er veiiicxes irom Aoute do could t r a v e l on a connection with 
t i e J efferson Davis hlgnway and t i e Tneodoro ztooseveit bridge. Trucxs, which 
cannot u e tne T.H. oridge, and passenger cars can reaca the 14th Street bridge 
v i a tae J e f f e r s o n Davis highway sad a section of the S h i r l e y highway i,See nap J , 
n a t i o n a l C a p i t a l Transportation agency report of ..ovember 1, l i 6 2 . ) . Ultimate 
use of tae a o c e v e i t bridge by trucks should not be excluded from a l t e r n a t i v e s . 
The Metro system una i t ~ future extension w i l l provide traa..<.-ortation f a c i l i t i e s 
between the V i r g i n i a couscies and t i e D i s t r i c t that w i l l r e l i e v e tae pressure 
f o r massive and d r a s t i c sridge aus higuway construction. 

http://Pa_.aen.er


RE 

DcC 13 7 .0 
Q - F Deoeraber 12, l? 7 0 

Mr, Martin k. schaller,'-Exec. 3ecy« 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Yteshington, D. C. 2 0 0 0 4 

Dear r r . S c h a l l e r : 
As a member of the Wilderness S o c i e t y , I would l i k e 
to express my opposition to the continued work on 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge p r o j e c t . 
I t i s the opinion of many people t h a t c onstruction 
of the "bridge and connecting highways would s e r i o u s l y 
impair t h i s s c e n i c s t r e t c h of the r i v e r and the h i s 
t o r i c C & 0 Canal, 
There have "been a l t e r n a t i v e s t o t h i s d e s t r u c t i v e and 
much opposed plan. I t h i n k they should be considered. 

Since r e l : / yours, 

- i 

Henry S, ICuever 
7 2 4 6 Donnell Place 
F o r e s t v i l l e , Maryland 
20028 



Henry A. Jorgensen 
2908 F o r t Baker Drive 
Washington D.C. 20020 
12 Dec 70 

OF 
A 

Mr Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e Secretary 

O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t Bldg 
Washington D.C. 20004 

Dear S i r : 

Th i s l e t t e r i s i n regard to the three s i s t e r s bridge 
hearings, s t a r t i n g 14 Dec 70. 

I AM AGAINST THE THREE SISTERS BRIDGEJBSING BUILT! 
The R a i l T r a n s i t system i s the best a l t e r n a t i v e , and 
should have been approved, b u i l t and i n operation long 
before now as anyone who has to f i g h t thru D C t r a f f i c 
can a t t e s t t o . Further more, any I n t e r s t a t e highway 
l i n k s should bypass the e n t i r e c i t y area, thus a l e v i a t x n g 
c i t y t r a f f i c congestion instead of adding to I t l 

I am a l i f e l o n g r e s i d e n t of the D i s t r i c t , and have 
seen most of my neighbors leave the D i a t r i c t i n d i s c u s t 
over 111 proposals l i k e the Three S i s t e r s Bridge becomming 
a f a c t ; however, a t l e a s t t h i s time we are afforded a 
hearing and I am to t h i s end t h a n k f u l . 

1 

S i n c e r e l y 



1241 33rd S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 
14 December 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r , E x e c . Sec. 
O f f i c e of the M a y o r - C o m m i s s i o n e r , R o o m 528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , 14th & E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I a m u n e q u i v o c a l l y opposed to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the T h r e e S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e . 

One m o r e bridge to Washington w i l l s e r v e no e a r t h l y good. The 
c i t y a l r e a d y has m o r e c a r s , m o r e fumes, m ore noise and m o r e con
g e s t i o n than i t i s equipped to cope w i t h . T o p r o v i d e another c h a n n e l 
into the D i s t r i c t , an a r e a w h i c h i s o v e r c r o w d e d , overburdened, and 
unable to handle the growing t r a f f i c j a m , i s a thoughtless and s e n s e l e s s 
a c t . Washington c i t i z e n s --and the e n v i r o n m e n t - - d e s e r v e better. 

F r o m p u r e l y an a e s t h e t i c r e a c t i o n , the v i e w up the Potomac R i v e r 
f r o m K e y B r i d g e i s a b e a u t i f u l one. T o c o n s t r u c t another bridge w i l l 
s c a r and b l e m i s h t h i s v iew. T h e r e i s no human c o s m e t i c that can c o v e r 
the u g l i n e s s of the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . The landscape w i l l be d i s 
f i g u r e d and m a r r e d beyond r e p a i r . And f o r what purpose? 

Mr. S c h a l l e r , I urge you not to p e r m i t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s bridge. 

Since r e l y , 

P i c k e t t R. H u l l e y 
( M r s . John C. L. H u i l e y ) 
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Uxl? F o x h a l l Road, N.W., 
Washington, D.C.20007 
December 13, 1970 D.f 

70 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r , L>:ec. Sec. 
O f f i c e of the May or-C corrals s i oner 
Room 5 2 8 , D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
l i i t h & S S t r e e t s , N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20cOu 

Re j P u b l i c Hearings on Design of 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge 

Dear S i r ; 

We as owners and occupants of the d w e l l i n g s i t u a t e l h l 7 F o x h a l l Road, N.W., 

Washington, D. C , are OPPOSLD to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge 

or continuation of Route 266 through the C i t y of Washington. Since the C i t y 

i s unable nor b u i l t to accommodate the mass volune of cars and t r a c k s , there 

i s l i t t l e need to b u i l d more bridges or highways to bring them to the c i t y 

l i m i t s f o r more t r a f f i c jams. The bridge w i l l r u i n the parks and waterfront 

of Georgetown which are a t t r a c t i o n s tu our C i t y , .ne oeiieve t h a t Metro should 

be given a chance before b u i l d i n g more briages ana highways. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

t K- --f.il . "j/~\t:.ryt. * ̂ y(- AAg-QA^^ 

Kae Frances Ehrhardt 

V i r g i n i a Rose hhrhardt 

http://--f.il
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;iV£D 1 1 Dec 70 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r ; 

I an u n a l t e r a b l y upposed to the b u i l d i n g 
of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge, or Route 266. 
Please don't f u r t h e r r u i n our c i t y by b u i l d i n g 
cement o v e r l a y s . L e t us keep i t y f o r 
people and not highways. 

The D i s t r i c t has been my home for 3 5 

y e a r s , I l e v a i t and don't want to have i t 
ruined because Rep. Matcher and Hep. K l u c z i n s k i 
l i k e cement gr a s s . 

Yours t r u l y , 
(Mrs.) 
3 5 0 7 M 

M. V. Tanner 
S t r e e t , WW 
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December 11, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r , Executive Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D i s t r i c t of Columbia 20004 
Dear S i r : 

I am w r i t i n g i n regard to the hearing on the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge p r o j e c t scheduled f o r December 14, 1970. As a new 
r e s i d e n t of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, but a l s o a very concerned 
one, I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s p r o j e c t should be h a l t e d permanently. 

As you know the p l i g h t of the D i s t r i c t i s a p e c u l i a r one 
p o l i t i c a l l y , and I am not sure that my one l e t t e r w i l l help 
much i n t h i s s p e c i f i c case, but I must t r y . I n short, and 
to repeat myself, the bridge should not be b u i l t . The d e s t r u c t i o n 
of some of the s e n i c beauty along the Potomac Paver and the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal i s a very immediate reason to h a l t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . So i s the f a c t t h at i f the bridge i s f i n i s h e d , 
the many D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s who now use the canal towpath w i l l 
have to go a l i t t l e f a r t h e r to leave the c i t y behind them. 

A much stronger case can be made however against the bridge 
i f one considers the f u t u r e r a m i f i c a t i o n s . Once the bridge i s 
completed, where would the t r a f f i c go? There i s no doubt i n my 
mind t h a t a d d i t i o n a l highway c o n s t r u c t i o n would have to take 
place i n the Spout Run area of A r l i n g t o n . T h i s would amount 
to another expressway running through a n a t i o n a l park. But the 
e f f e c t on the D i s t r i c t area would be d i s a s t e r o u s . C e r t a i n l y 
the t r a f f i c from the D i s t r i c t end of the bridge could net be 
dumped onto Canal Road, FacArthur Blvd., and F S t r e e t west of 
Key Bridge as they now e x i s t . The bridge i n r e a l i t y i s a f i r s t 
step toward a suner-highway system runniiig through one of the 
few remaining n a t u r a l areas i n the D i s t r i c t . ',7e h a r d l y need the 
c r e a t i o n of another expressway through a park area such as now 
e x i s t s i n Rock Creek Park. 
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I b e l i e v e t h a t a strong case can be made i n favor of the 
proposed Metro system as a v i a b l e answer to the bridge con
s t r u c t i o n . The Metro would move more people into and out of 
the D i s t r i c t f a s t e r than another bridge across the Potomac 
could ever hope to do. I t goes without saying that the Metro 
w i l l a l so be a b i g push i n the d i r e c t i o n of cleaner a i r , some
thi n g the bridge would only aggravate. 

To ns s i r , the permanent h a l t i n co n s t r u c t i o n of the Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge and more emphasis on Metro co n s t r u c t i o n i s the 
only sound answer to a major problem. This i s the d i r e c t i o n 
i n which you, as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Mayor Washington, should 
l e a d the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

.Richard T. Busch 
1508 Columbia Road I I . W. 
Washington, D. C. 20009 



W . A . M C C U T C H E O N 

4 8 7 9 P o t o m a c A v e n u e . N. 

W a s h i n g t o n , D. C . 
w. 

December 1 0 , 1 9 7 0 . 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r , 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , O f f i c e of the Mayor Commissioner, 
Room $23, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , 
Washington, D. C 0 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I have c a r e f u l l y exa»ained the brochure t i t l e d 1-266 
Design Hearing information prepared f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
Department of Highways and T r a f f i c and the V i r g i n i a Department 
of Highways by Howard, Needles, Tammen and Dergendoff, Consulting 
Engineers• 

As a property owner I recommend t h a t e i t h e r a p r e -
s t r e s s e d concrete or s t e e l bo*x g i r d e r bridge be constructed as 
proposed over the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s , oince part of the foun
dation f o o t i n g s have a l r e a d y been s t a r t e d the e n t i r e p r o j e c t 
should be completed promptly t o provide c a p a c i t y to r e l i e v e the 
present overcrowding of Key and Chain B r i d g e s . 

Mrs. McCutcheon j o i n s me i n t h i s recommendation. 

Yours very t r u l y , 
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HAZEL, BECKHORN AMD HANES 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW ' 

P. 0. IOX S47 

l(XC? MAIN STR '̂iT 

FA.RFAX. VIRGINIA 22030 

T. HAZEL, JR. ; AREA CODE 703 
H' W. BECXhCRN r i j f l a - t - j o r 1 P 7 0 273-ii+4 

*YSON P. HANES '* * " 
.UL C. KINCHElCE, JR. 

HESERiCSC R. SARNES; JR. 

ns 



( \ ____ 
* 1 RECEIVED 

DEPT. '>!' UlCHxY.W 

D F C 1 I 1970 

«o:>T. f/r//':/; 
cn.i'Hr::::. i v i . 

s 



7 ' 

7- / 

f / , s, I Ci p > c ^ -*-*-<^ & 

V"3 -
c'7 

v D 

c/- — »• Ux.c>-

2/ 
— / 

Cr'i, s'-: A~fi~-CL<S't -is y 

,-f? 

cnru 

0 C C ' L 

uy (.-
•' '• L A 

.1 

i , t : i . -J <. < 

' 0 y > ^ r r 

..' <— 

/// 

He 

r . 

7 / ^ 'v 

/ i PFCLlIVED 

DEC11 1970 
/ ) / S V . OFFICE 



December 14, 1970 

'-"? 

S T A T E M E N T - F E D E R A L C I T Y C O U N C I L 

T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e D e s i g n H e a r i n g s 

We want to r e a f f i r m the F e d e r a l C i t y Council's support f o r the 

T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e as a l i n k in a bala n c e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . 

We would l i k e to point out that although the C o u n c i l has supported 

a b a l a n c e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m , it has n e v e r spoken to a s p e c i f i c 

route,or a s p e c i f i c design, f o r f r e e w a y s , or Metro, f o r that matter. 

We f e e l that those d e c i s i o n s a r e best l e f t to the e n g i n e e r s , p l a n n e r s , 

and a r c h i t e c t s , and t r u s t that they w i l l be made in the best i n t e r e s t s of 

the community. 

A s to the design of the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , the sub j e c t of this 

h e a r i n g , we would only point out that the F i n e A r t s C o m m i s s i o n has 

a l r e a d y given i t s a p p r o v a l to the T h r e e - S p a n - L ^ r e s t r e s s e d C o n c r e t e 

m o del on page 6, f i g u r e 8, in the p r e p a r e d b r o c h u r e . We f e e l that 

body i s the m o s t q u a l i f i e d to speak to a e s t h e t i c s and design, and i t 

has. On the question of safety, we would again y i e l d to the e n g i n e e r s , 

a n d m u s t accept t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s . Only they can conduct the r e s e a r c h 

and a n a l y z e the data a v a i l a b l e on t h i s question. 

A s a r e s u l t of Judge S i r i c a ' s d e c i s i o n , the questions of l o c a t i o n 

and need a r e not r e l e v a n t to these proceedings. 
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We t r u s t that once these h e a r i n g s a r e concluded, the n e c e s s a r y 

d e c i s i o n s on s a f e t y and design w i l l be made so that c o n s t r u c t i o n of 

the b r i d g e can p r o c e e d promptly. 
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G O V E R N M E N T O F T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHV/AYS AND TRAFFIC 

4 1 5 12TH STREET, N . W . 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C. 2 0 0 0 4 

6 
in 

A D D R E S S R E P L Y TO 

D I R E C T O R OF H I G H W A Y S A N D T R A F F I C 

Honorable W. C. Dan D a n i e l 
U. S. House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
"Washington, D. C. 20515 

D e a r Mr. D a n i e l : 

-7< 

D e c e m b e r 10, 1970 

c 

6 
K 

T h i s w i l l acknowledge r e c e i p t of your D e c e m b e r 1, 1970, 
l e t t e r containing an e x p r e s s i o n of support by V i r g i n i a m e m b e r s of 
C o n g r e s s f o r the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e and the connecting 1-266 
spu r . Y o u r support of a b a l a n c e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m i n c l u d i n g the 
1-266 f a c i l i t y i s most g r a t i f y i n g . 

I would p a r t i c u l a r l y l i k e to thank you f o r y o u r e x p r e s s i o n of 
confidence i n the a b i l i t y of the V i r g i n i a and D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a 
highway departments to give f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
v a l u e s in the d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n of the b r i d g e and i t s connecting 
spur. 

With your p e r m i s s i o n , the st a t e m e n t w i l l be submitted i n the 
r e c o r d of the D e s i g n P u b l i c H e a r i n g to' be conducted on December 14, 
1970. 

W i t h k i n d r e g a r d s , I a m 

T.-J^hAXRiS, D i r e c t o r 
D e p a r t m e n t of'Highways and T r a f f i c , D. C. 
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D e a r Mr. A i r i s : 

We, t h e u n d e r s i g n e d members o f t h e C o n g r e s s f r o m t h e 
Commonwealth o f V i r g i n i a , b e l i e v e t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e and t h e c o n n e c t i n g I n t e r s t a t e 256 s p u r 
i n V i r g i n i a i s e s s e n t i a l i f t h e W a s h i n g t o n m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a 
i s t o h a v e an a d e q u a t e , b a l a n c e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m , and 
i t s h o u l d p r o c e e d w i t h o u t a d d i t i o n a l d e l a y . 

The H i g h way D e p a r t m e n t o f V i r g i n i a and t h e D i s t r i c t 
o f C o l u m b i a , t h e f o r m e r U n i t e d S t a t e s B u r e a u o f P u b l i c R o a d s , 
and t h e p r e s e n t U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
h a v e c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t s p o i n t t o an 
o v e r w h e l m i n g n e e d f o r a b r i d g e o v e r t h e Potomac R i v e r i n t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s a r e a . 

S u c h a c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d n e e d l e d t o t h e i n c l u s i o n 
o f t h e b r i d g e and I n t e r s t a t e 2 66 a s p a r t s o f t h e i n t e r s t a t e 
h i g h w a y s y s t e m i n 19 60. I n s u b s e q u e n t y e a r s i t h a s become 
i n c r e a s i n g l y e v i d e n t t h a t t h i s b r i d g e - a n d - h i g h w a y f a c i l i t y 
i s a m u s t , i f t h e n e e d s o f a l l t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e Common
w e a l t h o f V i r g i n i a — and e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e l i v i n g i n t h e 
a r e a s a d j a c e n t t o t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a -- a r e t o be 
a d e q u a t e l y s e r v e d . The w e l l - k n o w n p r e s e n t t r a f f i c c o n g e s 
t i o n i n t h i s a r e a i s e x p e n s i v e t o V i r g i n i a m o t o r i s t s , and 
i t adds s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o t h e c o s t s i n t h e d e l i v e r y o f goods 
w i t h i n t h i s a r e a . 

I n M a rch o f 196 8 t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o f V i r g i n i a 
a d o p t e d t h e a t t a c h e d r e s o l u t i o n , e x p r e s s i n g i t s d e s i r e f o r 
a prompt a u t h o r i z a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e and p o i n t 
i n g o u t t h a t t h e a d d i t i o n a l Potomac R i v e r c r o s s i n g i n t h e 



Mr. Thomas F. A i r i s 
Page Two 

December 1 , 19 70 

T h r e e S i s t e r s a r e a a s a p a r t o f t h e i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m was a 
b a s i c f a c t o r i n t h e d e c i s i o n t h a t I n t e r s t a t e 66 w o u l d p r o v i d e 
a s a t i s f a c t o r y c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n W a s h i n g t o n and t h e D u l l e s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . I f t h e b r i d g e i s n o t c o n s t r u c t e d , 
D u l l e s t r a f f i c w i l l f i n d t h e Potomac c r o s s i n g a b o t t l e n e c k 
s o s e v e r e a s t o s u b s t a n t i a l l y n u l l i f y t h e h i g h - s p e e d , l i m i t e d -
a c c e s s c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n W a s h i n a t o n and t h e a i r p o r t . 

I t s h o u l d a l s o be b o r n e i n mind t h a t i n 1968 t h e C o n g r e s s 
o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s p e c i f i c a l l y e x p r e s s e d i t s d e s i r e t h a t t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e be c o n s t r u c t e d p r o m p t l y . 

I t i s , o f c o u r s e , i m p e r a t i v e t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a l v a l u e s 
r e c e i v e c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h e b r i d g e and t h e c o n n e c t i n g s p u r r o u t e . We f e e l t h a t 
t h e r e i s s u f f i c i e n t c o n c e r n and competence i n t h e V i r g i n i a and 
D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a Highway D e p a r t m e n t s and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o a s s u r e f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
t h e s e v a l u e s , and we r e i t e r a t e o u r d e s i r e t h a t t h e s e p r o j e c t s 
move f o r w a r d w i t h o u t f u r t h e r d e l a v . 

- • • - • ' - • I L. — \ 
H a r r y F. B y r d , J r 

A . 

W i l l i a m B. Spong, J r . 

i •- ^ • . -"——v, —f r-j ~!.r 

"Davi d E . " S a t f b e r f i f e I d , 3 

W a t k i n s M. A b b i t t 

:1=.>T. B r o y h i l l s~ ---^ 

I 1 1 . j t U L i , 

Thomas N. Downing 

W i l l i a m C. Wampler 

f W i l l i a m L. S c o t t 

/ r //-- / //'/ ^ j -

G. W i l l i a m W h i t e h u r s t 

/ >* C Q 

W. C. (Dan) D a n i e l 



December 17, 1970 

M r . W i l l i a m F. B l c c h e r , J r . 
20C 0 L S t r e e t , N. W. 
WashiQgtoa t D. G. 2C036 

D e a r M r . B i o c h e r : 

T h e Mayor w i s h e s me to thank you f o r your D e c e m b e r 11, 
1970 l e t t e r I n d i c a t i n g support f o r the s i n g l e a r c h a l t e r n a t i v e of the 
two designs that w e r e p r e s e n t e e at the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e D e s i g n 
H e a r i n g . 

Y o u r v i e w s w i l l be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the h e a r i n g r e c o r d . 

I w i s h to p e r s o n a l l y thank you v e r y much f o r your p a r t i c i p a 
tion i n the s o l u t i o n of t h i s i m portant problem. 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

T. F . A I R I S . D i r e c t o r 
D e p artment of Highways and T r a f f i c , D. C« 

T F A : p s 
cc: E x e c . S e c r e t a r y 



W i l l i a m F . B l o c k e r , J r . 
2 0 0 0 L S T R E E T , N. W. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C . 2 0 0 3 6 

December 1 1 , 1970 

The Honorable W a l t e r E. Washington 
Mayor - Commissioner 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear S i r : 

I would l i k e to take a moment to comment 
on the design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and 
1-266 as proposed by the V i r g i n i a and D. C. D i s t 
r i c t s of Highways. A f t e r r e v i e w i n g the p l a n s , i t 
appears to me t h a t the more e x p e n s i v e design which 
has been approved by the Fi n e A r t s Commission i s 
the most d e s i r a b l e d e s i g n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , as a n a t i v e of Washington, I 
would l i k e to take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y to urge you 
to complete t h i s p r o j e c t as soon as p o s s i b l e . 
T h i s bridge and the highways which are proposed 
f o r i t are an i n t e g r a l p a r t of a balanced t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n system f o r the m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . T h i s 
c i t y needs tne bri d g e and i t s r e l a t e d highways. 

Si n c e r e l y yours , 

U j ^ - ^ U - h. \\. 

WFB,JR:og W i l l i a m F. B l o c h e r , J r . 

\J Vlfti.0*« 
v v - - f 
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IN VIEW OF THE FEELINGS EXPRESSED AND THE FACTS PRESENTED AGAINST 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE THREE SISTER S I URGE THAT YOU POSTPONE 
ACTION ON THE BRIDGE UNTIL SUCH TIME A FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN 
RECHED BY" THE COURTS* I HAVE LIVED ALMOST ALL OF MY 60 YEARS 
IN WASHINGTON AND HAVE BEEN A HOME OWNER AND REALTOR FOR OVER 
25 YEARS IN GEORGETOWN I DEEPLY CARE ABOUT I T S FUTURE AND JOIN 
THE 100'S WHO SHARE MY B E L I E F THAT THE BRIDGE MUST NOT BE BUILT 

MRS HOWARD RIPPLEY MCPECK HOWARD R MCPECK AND CO 1556 33RD>\ +Qt\&ijJ^ 
ST NORTHWEST. 

60 25 100'S 1<S56 3 3 , ( 3 1 7 ) 
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Hit. Mcuvtin K. Schallen 
Executive. Secn.etany 
0{{ice o{ the ^ayon.-ComnU6ionen. 
Vibtnict Building 

leaking ton, D.C. 20004 

Dean Ml. Schallen.: 

Regarding the lhn.ee Sii>ten,s Bnidge pnoject., I would 

like to make my appeal against it as J {eel thene 

one othen. altennatives, huch ai> a nail line. Kit 

anound ui> thene i6 depletion o{ Land and living 

axeai, {oh. nonhuman entities. We cannot dci>tn.oy 

wliat little ii> le{)t, Ion. the {atone inhabitants 

o{ t\xii> planet. 

Please put my plea against this pnoject with the 

many otheu that I know will be coming in. 

Sincenely, 
- - /O 

/ -7? 
V /Qa4i?f 

' ft'. O.-'Bantz ' 
Bethesda, Wanyland 

http://lhn.ee
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8206 Old Georgetown Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 2001*4 
December 18, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y t o t h e Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As a concerned c i t i z e n engaged i n b u s i n e s s a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the M e t r o p o l i t a n Washington and W i n c h e s t e r , V i r g i n i a a r e a s , I 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y support the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e p r o j e c t . 

I n my v i e w , the b r i d g e would a l l o w f o r g r e a t e r a c c e s s t o 
D u l l e s I n t e r n a t i o n a l . A i r p o r t . When t h e a i r p o r t was p l a c e d i n 
Loudoun County t h e r e was a g e n e r a l agreement t h a t a c o n n e c t i n g 
l i m i t e d - a c c e s s highway would t i e the a i r p o r t i n w i t h the 
Washington M e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . With t h e f o r e c a s t i n c r e a s e s i n 
cargo and p a s s e n g e r s f o r D u l l e s i n t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s , I f e e l 
i t i s i m p e r a t i v e we meet t h i s commitment. 

Gene P. T a y l o r 

r a 



December 18, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Major-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 2000h 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I wish to record my strong opposition, as a permanent Washington 
r e s i d e n t , to the b u i l d i n g of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. The impo
s i t i o n of t h i s a d d i t i o n a l span and the highways i t would generate 
would s a d l y d i s f i g u r e the beauty, and d i s r u p t the environment, of 
a l a r g e p o r t i o n of the c i t y of Washington. 

This i s the time to decide that we do not need more automobiles 
pouring i n and out of the c i t y . We do not need more bridges and 
freeways. We need a l t e r n a t i v e means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , worked 
out under the guidance of a long-range plan. The subway i s one 
instrument i n such planning. I t s b u i l d i n g should be the f i r s t 
order of business, and more t h i n k i n g should be done along these 
l i n e s . 

I happen to l i v e on the edge of Glover-Archbold Park, so I have 
a d i r e c t i n t e r e s t i n keeping that area green and a l i v e and i n pre
venting any increase i n a i r p o l l u t i o n , t r a f f i c r o a r , and concrete 
s t e r i l i t y i n my immediate surroundings. But the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge i s s u e extends f a r beyond Glover Park. I t i s of n a t i o n a l 
importance. 

The whole Three S i s t e r s - f r e e w a y idea works against the b a s i c func
t i o n of a c i t y , wnich i s to bring people together so that t h i n g s 
can happen. The bridge w i l l work toward d i s p e r s i o n and d i s u n i t y . 
I f the bridge i s b u i l t , I can only foresee an i n c r e a s i n g l y dismal 
f u t u r e f o r Washington—and the l o s s of an opportunity to p l a n 
c r e a t i v e l y and to encourage other c i t i e s i n the nation to do the 
same. Washington w i l l become l e s s and l e s s the proud and b e a u t i f u l 
symbol of our country. 



We needn't m i n d l e s s l y c a p i t u l a t e to the automobile, but we should 
use i t and a l l of technology w i t h i n t e l l i g e n c e . The Three S i s t e r s 
B r i dge, whatever i t s design, i s not an i n t e l l i g e n t use of technology. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

Eleanor H. Stodaard 

P. S. I should l i k e to ask that you include t h i s l e t t e r i n the 
record of the design hearings on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge, 
h e l d the week of December 14, 1970. 



MRS. GOETZ BRIEFS D e c < 1 5 » 1 9 7 0 

Big Heavans, Mt . Weather Road 

Bluemont, Virginia 22012 ^ , 

R e : T h r e e S i s t e r s ' B r i d g e and G l o v e A r c h b o l d P a r k 
D e a r S i r s , 

I s h o u l d l i k e t o e x p r e s s my a b s o l u t e amazement 
t h a t a p p a r e n t l y , a f t e r s o much d i s c u s s i o n and e x p o s i 
t i o n o f t h e f a c t s , t h e r e i s s t i l l s e r i o u s t h o u g h t of 
" s o l v i n g " t h e D i s t i c h ' s t r a f f i c p r o b l e m s b y f u n n e l l i n g 
t r u c k t r a f f i c , v i a T h r e e S i s t e r s ' B r i d g e and G l o v e r 
P a r k , d e e p e r t h a n e v e r i n t o t h e c i t y . 

I t h o u g h t t h a t t h e c i t i z e n s o f W a s h i n g t o n w e r e 
s e r i o u s a b o u t t h e need t o c r e a t e more and b e t t e r p a r k s 
f o r t h e g r o w i n g n e e d s o f W a s h i n g t o n i a n s — n o t o n l y d i s -
, . p o r k a r e a s ., . , t a n t i-;r.as, out e v e r y p o s s i b l e green and r e s t f u l s p o t 
a v a i l a b l e t o t h o s e who l i v e i n c i t i e s a nd do n o t h a v e 
t h e means t o r e a c h d i s t a n t a r e a s . The i d e a t h a t n a r k s 
v / i t h i n t h e D i s t i r c , . , , , 

r x c t a r e t o no d e s r e e v e d t o make way 
f o r t r u c k s r i g h t t h r o u g h a r e s i d e n t i a l a n d h o s p i t a l 
a r e a s o u n d s t o o f a n t a s t i c f o r c r e d e n c e . 

P l e a s e add my name t o y o u r l i s t o f m o s t v i o l e n t 
o b j e c t o r s t o a n y s o l u t i o n t h a t d o e s n o t c o i n c i d e w i t h 
t h e w i s h e s o f t h e m a j o r i t y f o r a l o n g - o v e r d u e r a p i d 
t r a n s i t s y s t e m l i n k e d w i t h a n e t w o r k o f commuter t r a i n s . 

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y , 
S l i n o r C B r i e f s 



Ed i tk Ray Sau l 
3632 P rospect St . , N. W . 
Waskington, D. C . 20007 

17 December 1 9 7 0 

Mr. Martin K. S h a l l e r , E x e c . S e c , 
O f f i c e of Mayor, 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. S h a l l e r , 

RE Three S i s t e r s Hearings 
I n the brochure prepared f o r these hearings, at great expense 

i n our f i n a n c i a l l y embarrased c i t y , there i s included a "study" 
of churches i n the v i c i n i t y of the bridge. T h i s i s not necessary. 
When the K S t r e e t underpass was constructed at Washington C i r c l e to 
enable V i r g i n i a n s to get home more q u i c k l y every church was badly 
a f f e c t e d but t h i s c a l l o u s d i s r e g a r d of resident, neighborhoods i s 
not a t h r e a t to G-eorgetovrn churches, as such. 

Since t h i s unnecessary padding had to be added why were only 
white P r o t e s t a n t churches considered? We have a synagogue, two 
Rorâ -n C a t h o l i c churches and three Negro churches - a l l s e r v i n g 
D.C. r e s i d e n t s , many of whom belong to f a m i l i e s who have l i v e d i n 
the D i s t r i c t f o r many generations. 

This b i t of t r i v i a i s not unimportant. I hope the D i s t r i c t 
B u i l d i n g w i l l not turn over our c i t y to suburban-based highway 
departments to become a concrete depot f o r suburban cars - with no 
honest regard f o r the people l i v i n g here. 

Since the D i s t r i c t owns the r i v e r to the V i r g i n i a shore I 
suppose the l o c a l money f o r the bridge w i l l be D.C. tax money, not 
V i r g i n i a l a x money? We w i l l pay f o r destroying ourselves? 

When i t was quite evident t h a t s t r e e t cars were on the way out 
the D.C. government b u i l t the Dupont C i r c l e d i s a s t e r . Mow when 
i t i s quite evident t h a t there must be a re-evaluation of how many 
cars should be permitted i n t o s, core c i t y every day s u r e l y the 
D.C. government w i l l not allow the Three S i s t e r s to destrpy our 
c e n t r a l c i t y ? 

Very t r u l y yours, 
A 



Displacement of families or businesses is'not an-,, -
ticipated because of this project. 

ENGINEERING, RIGHT-OF-WAY AND 
CONSTRUCTION COST OF THE PROJECT 
AND RELATED FACILITIES 

The cost of this project is estimated tc be as fol
lows: 

Construction 
Right-of-Way 
Engineering 

3-Span Bridge* 
and Approaches 

S27.900.000 
2,000.000 
2,400,000 

Total $32,300,000 
* Prestressed Concrete, t Steel. 

6-Span Br idget 
and Approaches 

$21,400,000 
2,000,000 
1,700,000 

$25,100,000 

The total estimated cost for the Three Sisters 
Bridge and its approaches is $32,300,000 if the three-
span prestressed concrete bridge is built, and $25,-
100,000 if the six-span steel alternate is selected. The 

66' 



1502 Ukrth S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
December 10, 1970 

Mr. Martin k/ S c h a l l e r , E x e c . S e c . 
O f f i c e o f the Mayor-Commissioner, Room 528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , 14th and E S t r e e t s , BiW 
Washington, D.C. £0004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

The p u b l i c hearings nov i n progress on the design o f the T h r e e - S i s t e r s Bridge 
i s r e p o r t e d l y t o consider vhexner the one-span concrete bridge i s t o be decided 
upon over the cheaper and u g l i e r s t e e l bridge, the maintenance costs of~-
frequent p a i n t i n g o f the l a t t e r not having been mentioned. 

As a property owner whose HOME i s i n the F o x h a l l V i l l a g e threatened by t h i s 
p r o j e c t , t b i a i s t o enter a strong p r o t e s t a g a i n s t tne designs. 

I n s t e a d o f e i t h e r o f the proposed designs, the design to be accepted should be 
t h a t of the n a t u r a l s c e n i c r i v e r s i d e a t t h i s spot, simply w i t h KO bridge. 
There then would not be the degrading of the economic values t o contiguous 
property endangered by the designed bridge; tne a o c i a l degrading i n the 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s - r i v e r - b a n s use, present boat houses 
and c l u b s , footpaths and jogging t r a i l s , p i c n i c c i t e s , e t c . ; and tne d e l e t e r i o u s 
e f f e c t s on the envirnnr.jnt t h a t w i l l occur as the t r a f f i c on the bridge and 
approaches ( d e l e t e 'approaches" as t h i s i s t e c h n i c a l l y not t o be considered) 
w i l l b r i n g a tremendous i n c r e a s e i n a i r and noise p o l l u t i o n . 

I n the meantime, t h e present hideously u n s i g h t l y s t r u c t u r e s , stockades, equipment, 
p i l e s o f r u s t i n g i r o n , e t c . , should be removed or a t l e a s t hidden from view o f 
both s i d e s o f the Potomac. And, the t h r e a t of doss t o p e d e s t r i a n s 1 access t o 
p u b l i c r i v e r and p u o l i c r i v e r banks should be e l i m i n a t e d . 

The v i s e Judge S i r i c a ' s r e s t r a i n i n g order, now i n e f f e c t , a g a i n s t work on 
bridge c o n s t r u c t i o n must not only be commended but encouraged and continued. 
He i s b a s i c a l l y upholding s e v e r a l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s - i n c l u d i n g due process 
of law and the system o f checks and balances o f the three branches of government. 

F i r s t i n l i n e i s due process. The proposal and hearings on the design i s r e q u i r e d 
by l a v ; and now a t l a s t b e l a t e d l y , i t i s a c t u a l l y t a k i n g p l a c e . However, i t was 
not u n t i l the c o n s t r u c t i o n stoppage order went i n t o e f f e c t t h a t a a e 3 i g n was even 
prepared. I f i t bad not been f o r the c o u r t s , the E x e c u t i v e (rushed by the l e g i s l a t i v e ; 
would h i v e ridden roughshod over, not only the c i t i z e n s ' r i g h t s , but over our 
h i s t o r i c a l l y hard-fought-for c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s . T h c i f a c t i s t h a t the 
design was not prepared u n t i l about s i x weeks ago, yet the c o n s t r u c t i o n was 
s t a r t e d n e a r l y t~;o -• a r s a^o. T h i s f a c t was brougat t o l i g h t i n a statement by a 
member of the Highway Department before a meeting of the F o x h a l l V i l l a g e C i t i z e n s * 
A s s o c i a t i o n on December 3 a t the Hardy School Recreation Center. He s a i d t h a t 
evening t h a t the design plan was done "about a month ago". A t l e a s t t h e r e i s now, 
a t l a s t , a design p l a n . A t previous meetings o f the F o x h a l l A s s o c i a t i o n and the 
Potomac P a l i s a d e s C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n t h e r e were plans shown f o r tne Freeway, 
but no answer could be given p r i o r t o t h i s December 3 meeting as t o how tne Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge would f i t i n t o t h e o v e r - a l l p l a n . — T h e same way t n a t now the 
Bridge and Freeway plans remain incomplete - from p u b l i c knowledge a t l e a s t - a s 
t o how Freeway p l a n s a r e t o corrupt and l i n k up w i t n i n t e r s t a t e systems as tney 

g tbromrh our fo r m e r l y b e a u t i f u l j-i&tion-'s C a p i t a l . 



Hov i s i t p o s s i b l e t o b u i l d a bridge — ora anything e l s e f o r t h a t matter — 
without a design??? And how i t has been p o s s i b l e to have c o n s t r u c t i o n under way 
f o r two years on an undesigned bridge i s nothing short of f a n t a s t i c I We a r e 
c e r t a i n l y g r a t e f u l t o tne x± couets — not only f o r upholding t h e law, but f o r 
sheer good common sense. 

Second t o the v i o l a t i o n E f o f due process rfcs t h a t has been attempted i s the 
roughshod r i d i n g by the l e g i s l a t i v e branch, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y by a handful of 
l e g i s l a t o r s i n Congress, over the e x e c u t i v e branch, and — up t o now u n o u c c e s s f u l l y 
— o v e r the j u d i c i a l , . 

While the hearings now going on a r e purportedly t o be only on the design of the 
b r i f l r e t o r.o~-'.ere, and not on access routes or the r e s t of the Freexray system i t i s 
supposed t o 6erve, t h i s makes the business of ''design" even more r i d i c u l o u s . 
Out Vest i n Utah t h e r e i 3 a N a t u r a l Bridges N a t i o n a l flonumsnt w i t h three 
b e a u t i f u l n a t u r a l stone arche3 standing r a t h e r alone a g a i n s t the sky — God-rade 
and monuments t o His handiwork. Perhaps t h i s i s what the T h r e e - S i s t e r s Bridge i s 
s e c r e t l y intended t o be, j u 3 t a monument; but because of the genie, not genius, 
who i s pushing i t , i t w i l l be a monument t o the handy footwork and f a s t f i n a g l i n g 
o f a s p e c i f i c Congressman. I t should not be c a l l e d the Natcheral, but the 
H a t c h e r i l e Bridge, s p e l l e d " r - i - l - e " ' , because of the way i t has, and may continue t o , 
annoy so many x f i t i s b u i l t i n the way now contemplated. I f i t i s to be b u i l t 
as p r e s e n t l y un-nlanned, i t w i l l indeed be a monument to a l e g i s l a t o r who i n h i s 
own eyes becomes as great as the A r c h i t e c t of the Utah n a t u r a l b r i d g e s . God f o r b i d 
t h a t i t become a f a c t i n contempt f o r other conscientious l e g i s l a t o r s , e xecutors, 
and j u d i c i a r i e s , hut, i ; r a y z?m i f the people prove powerless t o prevent 
t h i s p e r p e t r a t i o n o f personal p r i d e and arrogance. 

I n s h o r t , these designs of the T h r e e - S i s t e r s Bridge should be defeated and destroyed,, 

As t h i s condemning o f the design i s a matter f o r the c o u r t s , tne designs (and t h e r e f o r 
the Bridge) should i n the name o f j u s t i c e be condemned a l s o because or the 
manner of p r e s e n t a t i o n ; and p a r t i c u l a r l y by condemning the b l a c k m a i l t a c t i c s 01 
denying fund3 f o r the v i t a l mass t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o j e c t of the long overdue subs-
subway 8y3tem 0 

I n c o nclusion, as an American c i t i z e n who v o l u n t a r i l y e n t e r t a i n s a number of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l v i s i t o r s — most o f them d i s c e r n i n g graduate students -- I should l i k e 
t o be a b l e t o be r i d of t h i 3 anachronism wnich presents an emoarrassment c o n s t a n t l y 
i n t r y i n g to e x p l a i n our form and operations of government of the x r r u l e of l a v 
i n a f r e e s o c i e t y , hoping f o r the success of the courts i n e x c e r c i s i n g exemplary 
j u s t i c e , i t w i l l be g r a t i f y i n g t o l a t e r t e l l the s t o r y ' s sequel as one of 
s u c c e s s , proving t h a t 'the p r i c e of l i b e r t y i s e t e r n a l v i g i l a n c e " and t h a t i t 
i s westh a l l of the time, e f f o r t and enthusiasm o f the c i t i z e n s t h a t i t c o s t s . 



Uf. S c L d u - . 7 ' ° . £ 3 
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12J6 - 33rd 9 t . f N.W., 
Washington, D.C, 20007 
December 13, 1970 

Mr. Martin X. S c h a l l e r 
O f f i c e of the "•'syor-OoT.raissioner, Room p28 
d i s t r i c t 51dg., l 4 t h i> 2 S t s . , N.W., 
Washington, D.C, 20C04 

Deer Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I-.B a tax-paying property owner and re s i d e n t or Georgetown I wish to 

r e g i s t e r the statement that I em u n a l t e r a b l y opposed to the proposed 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

Very t r u l y your3, 

uertrude B. ^ r . s l l e y (j 

02, iW k I j7o:o 
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2110 Huidekoper Place, N.W 
Washington, D.C., 20007 
December 18, 1970. 

Mr. Martin X. S c h a l l e r , 2xcc. Sec. 
O f f i c e of the .-.ayor -woT-niesioner, aoorr 528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , l 4 t h & E S t a . , II.W., 
Washington, U.C., 20004. 

Deer S i r : 

Aa a property ot .wr and tax-paying r e s i d e n t of Glover Paric, I wish 

to s t a t e that I en u n a l t e r a b l y opposed to c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Three 

S i s t e r 3 Bridge. 

Very t r u l y 

P h i l i p P. O r u i t t 
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December 17, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 20004-
Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

Attached i s our statement f o r the record on 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge proposal. 

We ask t h a t i t be included i n the p r i n t e d record 
of the hearing, and we appreciate your a s s i s t a n c e . 

With best wishes, 

Washington O f f i c e : 1001 - 15th S t . , N.W., Pjn. 7$, 20005 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Cynthia E. Wilson 
Washington Representative 
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STATEMENT FOR THE HEARING RECORD OH THREE SISTERS BRIDGE 

The n a t i o n a l Audubon Soci e t y appreciates t h i s 
opportunity to comment on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 
We are a n a t i o n a l non-profit conservation-education organ
i z a t i o n w i t h more than 100,000 members, and t h i s proposal 
has long been of concern to us. 

Because Washington i s the natio n ' s C a p i t a l , i t s 
environment i s of i n t e r e s t to our members around the nation, 
as w e l l as to our members who l i v e i n the metropolitan area. 
Washington should be a model f o r the r e s t of the Nation; 
i n t h i s case we hope the bad example s e t here i s not repeated 
i n other p a r t s of the country f o r t h i s controversy i l l u s t r a t e s 
e v erything t h a t i s wrong w i t h our system of planning highways* 

T h i s bridge and the r e l a t e d freeway system are an 
a f f r o n t to the environment and a l i n k i n the chain of events 
which i s making Washington more ana more u n l i v a b l e . Rather 
than s o l v i n g problems, the Three S i s t e r s Bridge w i l l i n e v i t 
a b ly only i n c r e a s e them. For example, the a d d i t i o n a l 2o,000 
c a r s per cay w i l l i n c r e a s e a i r p o l l u t i o n and congestion 
w i t h i n the c i t y i t s e l f . Once tne car s get here, the s t r e e t s 
w i l l be even more jammed, and one wonders where a l l the e x t r a 
c a r s are going to park. W i l l we have to pave over even more 
parks f o r more roads and create more ugly parking l o t s which 
charge e x o r b i t a n t r a t e s ? 

B u i l d i n g t h i s bridge continues the v i c i o u s c i r c l e — 
another bridge w i l l encourage more people to d r i v e , and more 
c a r s w i l l c r e a t e more congestion which i n t u r n w i l l create 
more demand f o r more roads and more bridges. But the c i t y ' s 
and the people's a b i l i t y to withstand more pavement and 
more p o l l u t i o n , mere noise and congestion, i s l i m i t e d , and 
we are p l a y i n g a dangerous game of brinksmanship i f we t h i n k 
we can continue encouraging i n d i v i d u a l automobile t r a n s p o r t 
ad i n f i n i t u m . 

Undeniably, many suburbanites d r i v e to work and complain 
about t i e - u p s on e x i s t i n g bridges. However, i f they had any 
reasonably e f f i c i e n t a l t e r n a t i v e s ' t o d r i v i n g , many people 
would g l a d l y leave t h e i r c a r s a t home. But, as anyone who 
l i v e s i n V i r g i n i a knows, the bus s e r v i c e i s t e r r i b l e and 
expensive, so people continue to d r i v e . 
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I n s t e a d of b u i l d i n g Three S i s t e r s Bridge, we should 
be devoting our t a x money — and i t i s a l l of our t a x money 
t h a t i s used f o r these p r o j e c t s — to b u i l d i n g the mass 
t r a n s i t system which would move more people, create f a r 
l e s s p o l l u t i o n and l e s s d i s r u p t i o n to the environment. 
I n s t e a d , we are planning to b l i g h t a sc e n i c s t r e t c h of 
the Potomac R i v e r , pave over a considerable area of park
land, and dump more c a r s onto a l r e a d y overburdened c i t y 
s t r e e t s . 

I t i s obvious t h a t Three S i s t e r s Bridge and i t s 
connections pose a f u t u r e t h r e a t t o Glover Archbold Bark, 
f o r given the engineering m e n t a l i t y which o r e v a i i s , once 
the Bridge i s b u i l t plans w i l l m i r a c u l o u s l y appear to 
extend i t s connections through the park. 

Perhaps the most d i s t r e s s i n g p a r t of t h i s whole 
controversy i s the f a c t the Congress has d i c t a t e d what 
the c i t y of Washington should do. T h i s would net have 
happened i n any other place, but si n c e the D i s t r i c t i s a 
s t e p c h i l d of the Fe d e r a l government i t i s at the mercy 
of the P u b l i c ..orks Committee and the Highway lobby. But 
suburbanites are j u s t beginning to r e a l i z e that they too 
are threatened. I t i s w e l l known th a t tne Bridge i s the 
key to the whole freeway system, and once the Bridge i s 
b u i l t the pressure to complete the freeway system w i l l be 
inc r e a s e d . Then the neighboring s t a t e s of Maryland and 
V i r g i n i a w i l l f i n d themselves having to t a i l o r t h e i r own 
road systems w i t h the D i s t r i c t freeways whether they l i k e 
i t or not. 

The 1970's have been proclaimed the Environmental 
Decade by many p o l i t i c i a n s , who make f i n e speeches about 
ecology ana f i g h t i n g p o l l u t i o n . Unfortunately, much of 
t h i s t a l k i s r h e t o r i c f o r when i t comes to tne c r u n c h — 
when hard d e c i s i o n s and a r e t h i n k i n g of our concepts of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s desperately neeued — our decision-makers 
r e v e r t to the same d e s t r u c t i v e p o l i c i e s which have oeen 
p l a y i n g havoc w i t h the environment and our health a l l along. 

We a r e w e l l aware of the pressures to b u i l d t h i s 
bridge, but we f i r m l y b e l i e v e i t i s i l l - a d v i s e d and agai n s t 
the best i n t e r e s t s of the people of metropolitan -./a shin gt on 
and the n a t i o n . We urge you to put an end to t h i s d e s t r u c t i v e 
plan now. 

Cynthia E.Wilson 
Washington Representative 
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Dec. 17th, 1970. 
Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r , Exec. S e c , 
Of f i c e of the Iayor-Commissioner, Room 528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , 14th and E. Sts.N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2C004 
My dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I have not been able to attend the 
f u l l hearings on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge of course 
but I have heard enough, I am sure, tp convince me that 

I WANT TO BE RECORDED AS DPPOSED TO THE THREE 
SISTERS BRIDGE 

There were times when the opponents 
turned me i n t o a supporter but there are extremists 
f a n a t i c s on both sides and to me the weight of the 
i s s t r o n g l y against tne proposal. 

Even i f the f i n a n c i n g i s 90-10 we could 
use our 10$ c r e a t i v e l y and not to degrade the c i t y . 
One important way i s of course the subway. Why not stop 
a l l I n t e r s t a t e construction u n t i l we get the subways i n 
operation and then look a t the s i t u a t i o n to see what new 
population and t r a f f i c p a tterns w i l l have developed to 
see i f we need to destroy more of Washington, 

I do indeed hope t h a t Mayor Washington and 
the Council can stop the p r o j e c t c o l d . 

S i n c e r e l y yours,,, 

P.S. I should take t h i s opportunity t o say t h a t I t h i n k 
he i s doing a splendid job on almost i n s o l u b l e problems. 

almdt 
and ,N 

e v i d e r x u c e 
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CABLE: P H I L B A R 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e o f t h e Mayor-Commis: 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 20004 

.oner 

Re: T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e P r o i e c t 

D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

A s c i t i z e n s o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a , we o b j e c t 
m o s t v i g o r o u s l y t o t h e f u r t h e r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e P r o j e c t . A s i d e f r o m t h e e v i d e n t 
u n s o u n d n e s s o f t h e b r i d g e ' s d e s i g n , c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e 
p r o j e c t w o u l d d e s t r o y t h e u n p a r a l l e l e d b e a u t y c f t h a t 
p a r t o f t h e Potomac R i v e r . We h a v e d r i v e n many t i m e s 
on t h e G e o r g e W a s h i n g t o n M e m o r i a l P a r k w a y and h a v e 
m a r v e l e d a t t h e n a t u r a l s e t t i n g o f t h e Potomac R i v e r and 
i t s s u r r o u n d i n g s i n t h e a r e a w h e r e t h e p r o j e c t i s s c h e d u l e d 
t o be e r e c t e d . The b u i l d i n g o f t h e b r i d g e , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e r o a d s a n d o t h e r a s p e c t s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n , w o u l d i r r e v o 
c a b l y d e s t r o y t h i s s e t t i n g . S i n c e t h e b e a u t y o f t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g s h a s e v i d e n t l y b e e n p r e s e r v e d much a s i t was 
200 y e a r s a g o , t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n w o u l d be a c o m p l e t e d i s a s 
t e r f r o m a n e n v i r o n m e n t a l p o i n t o f v i e w . 

We hope t h a t t h i s p r o j e c t w i l l be d r o p p e d c o m p l e t e l y 
a s soon a s p o s s i b l e . 

Mr. a n d M r s . W. L. S o l l e e 

W L S : r a 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
D30-NCP(GSP) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

DEC 1 5 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r 

The National Park S e r v i c e would appreciate having these comments included 
i n the record of the p u b l i c hearing scheduled for December 14, 1970. on 
the design of the proposed Route 1-266. T h i s roadway w i l l include the 
V i r g i n i a approaches along Spout Run Parkway, the Three S i s t e r s Bridge 
over the Potomac Rive r and connections i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia over 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 

We have a v i t a l i n t e r e s t i n the design of t h i s p r o j e c t because of the 
d i r e c t a f f e c t 1-266 w i l l have on lands under our j u r i s d i c t i o n . A par
t i c u l a r aspect of the design on which we wish to comment concerns the 
connections between the proposed Spout Run toadways and the George 
Washington Memorial Parkway as shown on the p r e l i m i n a r y plans new before 
t h i s hearing. These proposed connections c o n f l i c t w i t h our understanding 
of the terms of an agreement signed May 25, 1966, by the National Park 
S e r v i c e , the V i r g i n i a Highway Department, and the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
Department of Highways and T r a f f i c , as supplemented by the agreements 
between the National Park S e r v i c e , A r l i n g t o n County and the State of 
V i r g i n i a . These agreements r e l a t e d to the planning and development 
of highway f a c i l i t i e s i n v o l v i n g lands or p r o j e c t s administered by each 
of the s i g n a t o r i e s . 

One of the p r o v i s i o n s of the 1966 agreement s t a t e s : 

"The V i r g i n i a Highway Department agrees to re-evaluate the 
need for connections to the parkway a t Spout Run when the 
new c r o s s i n g i s completed." 

The subsequent agreement provides, among other t h i n g s : That the 
Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a f a c i l i t a t e t r a f f i c movements between portions 
of V i r g i n i a and the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, by providing f o r the recon
s t r u c t i o n and widening of Lee Highway and t h a t new ramps be provided 
i n the v i c i n i t y of Key Bridge to interconnect 1-66 v i a Lee Highway 
w i t h the George Washington Memorial Parkway. 



7 c. 

The purpose of these conditions was then, and s t i l l i s , to disperse t r a f f i c 
to other a r t e r i e s r a t h e r than perpetuate and perhaps increase the congestion 
of the Spout Run Parkway and the s t r e t c h of the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway from Spout Pain to the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge. The present 
t r a f f i c conditions here, p a r t i c u l a r l y during rush hours, present a serious 
t r a f f i c management problem. The adverse impact on the parkway would be 
compounded by continuing access between 1-266 and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway a t t h i s p o i n t . 

Therefore, i n keeping w i t h these agreements the National Park S e r v i c e 
objects to the design plans presented a t t h i s hearing that c a l l for 
continuing ramp connections to the George Washington Memorial Parkway 
a t Spout Run. 

Hon. Thomas F. A i r i s 
D i r e c t o r , Department of Highways 

and T r a f f i c 
D. C. Government 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Hon. Douglas B. Fugate 
Commissioner 
Department of Highways 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a 23219 

cc : 
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Executive Offices 

_611 South P i c k e t t S t r e e t , A l e x a n d r i a , V i r g i n i a 22304 (703) -751-6000 
D. C. Branch | | Maryland Branch I J Virginia Branch 

2155 Champiain St., N.W. 10590 Metropolitan Ave. 5702 Edsail Road 
Washington, D. C. 20009 Kensington, Md. 20795 Alexandria, Va. 22304 

(202) 265-9700 (301) 933-2100 (703) 354-6000 

December 14, 1970 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r p 'c-> 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y to the Mayor ~ ' - ™ 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N. W. — 
Washington, D. C. 20004 i~> 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r , ~': 

I n regard to the proposed design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge, I would => 
l i k e to add my support f o r the Three Span A l t e r n a t e Design. 

Highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n t h i s area i s coming to a s t a n d s t i l l w i t h the 
number of years t h a t have been spent i n d i s c u s s i n g the merits and demerits 
of the proposed highway system. I f e e l t hat the b a s i c system i s e s s e n t i a l , 
and t h a t the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s a d e f i n i t e component i n t h i s l i n k . 

With the order to b u i l d that was included i n the 1968 Highway Act. and i n 
l i n e w i t h the subsequent C i t y Council a c t i o n , I r e e l that we should allow 
the Highway Department to proceed posthaste. 

The Highway Departments of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and V i r g i n i a should be 
congratulated f o r coming up wi t h a f a c i l i t y that takes into c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
a l l s a f e t y f a c t o r s , e s t h e t i c s , r e c r e a t i o n , and noise p o l l u t i o n to such an 
extent that i n my opinion provides the best i n design. 

I would appreciate your submitting t h i s l e t t e r i n t o the o f f i c i a l record of 
t h i s hearing f o r me. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

SMITH'S TRANSFER & STORAGE CO., INC. 

'Arthur Clarendon Smith, J r . 
President 

ACSJ/CH 
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D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r , 

We w a n t t o add o u r s t r o n g p l e a t o t h o s e o f 

many o t h e r c i t i z e n s t h a t t h e p r o p o s e d T h r e e 

S i s t e r s b r i d g e i d e a be abandoned e n t i r e l y . 

T h e r e i s no n e e d t o b r i n g more a u t o m o b i l e 

t r a f f i c i n t o t h e c i t y , and e s p e c i a l l y n o t 

by way o f some o f t h e s c a r c e r e m a i n i n g l o v e l y 

r i v e r s i d e , p a r k and r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a . The 

b r i d g e and i t s c o n n e c t i o n s w i l l r u i n any 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e n e w i n g t h e Georgetown w a t e r 

f r o n t , and f o r no s e n s i b l e r e a s o n . 

The e n v i r o n m e n t and t h e c i t y a s a p l a c e t o 

l i v e a r e g o i n g t o be s a c r i f i c e d , w i t h o u t 

e c o n o m i c o r s o c i a l g a i n , i f t h i s p l a n goes 

t h r o u g h . P l e a s e l i s t e n t o t h e p e o p l e a f f e c t e d , 

and n o t t o C o n g r e s s m a n N a t c h e r . 



F D X H A L L C O M M U N I T Y C I T I Z E N S A S S O C I A T I O N 
F O X H A L L R O A D A N D O S T R E E T , N. W. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C. 2 D 0 0 7 
11 D e c e m b e r 1970 _ 
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Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
c/o Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the M a y o r - C o m m i s s i o n e r 
R oom 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 

D e a r Mr. Dugas: 

T h i s l e t t e r s u m m a r i z e s the v i e w s of the F o x h a l l C o mmunity C i t i z e n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g the proposed T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . It. i s submitted 
to be e n t e r e d into the r e c o r d of the public h e a r i n g s on the d e s i g n of th i s 
b r idge w h i c h a r e to be conducted under your j u r i s d i c t i o n commencing 
14 D e c e m b e r 1970. 

The v i e w s e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s l e t t e r have been d i s c u s s e d and debated 
at a number of C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n m e e t i n g s , m o s t r e c e n t l y , 3 D e c e m b e r 1970 
and a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the thinking of the v a s t m a j o r i t y of the C i t i z e n s i n 
the A s s o c i a t i o n a r e a . 

I t should be s a i d at the outset that the F o x h a l l C ommunity C i t i z e n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n i s opposed to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e under 
any c i r c u m s t a n c e s independent of any p a r t i c u l a r d e s i g n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . The 
A s s o c i a t i o n i s a p a r t y to a l a w s u i t now i n c o u r t s sponsored p r i m a r i l y by the 
C o m m i t t e e of 100 f o r the F e d e r a l C i t y , w i t h the o b j e c t i v e of stopping the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the bridge. The A s s o c i a t i o n has supported th i s l a w s u i t not 
only by i t s r e s o l u t i o n but a l s o f i n a n c i a l l y . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n ' s opposition to the b r i d g e i s based on three s i m p l e 
c o n c l u s i o n s . Number 1: We have been unable to f i n d any c o n v i n c i n g evidence 
that the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e w i l l lead to an i m p r o v e d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m f o r the D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a . Indeed, we s u s p e c t that 
b u i l d i n g of a d d i t i o n a l e x p r e s s w a y s into the D i s t r i c t of C o l u m bia w i l l c o ntribute 
to chaos and c o n f u s i o n i n the c e n t e r of the c i t y . Number 2: We a r e e x t r e m e l y 
c o n c e r n e d that the building of the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e as an i n t e r s t a t e route 
w i l l lead to i n c r e a s e s i n v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c through the f r i n g e s of the F o x h a l l 
a r e a , m u c h of t h i s t r a f f i c p a s s i n g through the c i t y only as a m a t t e r of conve
nience and not headed f o r m e t r o p o l i t a n d e s t i n a t i o n s at a l l , w h i c h w i l l i n t u r n 
l e a d to a s e r i o u s , e v e n c a t a s t r o p h i c , degradation i n our l i v i n g environment. 



T h i s degradation w i l l be contributed to both by a i r pollution and by noise. 
Number 3: We a r e deeply concerned that the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , i f 
b u i l t , w i l l s e r v e a s the hinge point f o r an e v e r - e x p a n d i n g network of 
i n t e r s t a t e f r e e w a y s through the D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a . T h i s foot i n the 
door t a c t i c has been c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of highway b u i l d e r s and p l a n n e r s not 
only i n the Washington m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a but a l s o i n many other p a r t s of 
the country. 

I f , h owever, the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e i s to be b u i l t , i t i s quite 
c l e a r that this bridge and the a s s o c i a t e d a c c e s s r o a d s w i l l l e a d to m a j o r 
changes i n the t r a f f i c p atterns on the D. C. side of the r i v e r . T h e s e 
changes w i l l undoubtedly have a s u b s t a n t i a l i m p a c t on the F o x h a l l community. 
Un f o r t u n a t e l y , the s u b j e c t of the h e a r i n g s i s confined to the bridge i t s e l f 
and the s e c t i o n of the proposed 1-266 connecting the bridge to the downtown 
a r e a i s only s c h e m a t i c a l l y defined, and i n any c a s e i s not the s u b j e c t of 
t h i s h e a r i n g . I t a p p e a r s on the s u r f a c e that the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the bridge 
and i t s proposed connecting l i n k s w i l l not only cut off the F o x h a l l community 
f r o m e a s y a c c e s s to the downtown a r e a s but a l s o lead to s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e s 
i n the Georgetown, M S t r e e t congestion. F u r t h e r m o r e , the o v e r a L l t r a f f i c 
p a t t e r n s could be d r a m a t i c a l l y i n f l u e n c e d by a c c e s s and highway pat t e r n 
d e c i s i o n s made on the V i r g i n i a s i d e of the r i v e r . T h e s e , too, a r e not the 
s u b j e c t of this h e a r i n g . We understand, f o r e xample, that c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s 
being given to a m a j o r r e l o c a t i o n of 1-66 through A r l i n g t o n . 

Any or a l l of the above i s s u e s could have an i m p a c t on the T h r e e 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e p r o j e c t . F u r t h e r m o r e , the c i t i z e n s of t h i s community find 
i t v e r y d i f f i c u l t to r e v i e w and comment on the d e s i g n of the bridge i t s e l f 
without at the same time r e v i e w i n g and u n d e r s t a n d i n g the m a j o r l i n k s to that 
bridge, p a r t i c u l a r l y those l i n k s on the D. C. side of the r i v e r . I n s h o r t , 
under these l a m e n t a b l e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , we f i n d i t i m p o s s i b l e to o f f e r con
s t r u c t i v e comment to th i s h e a r i n g . 

I n s u m m a r y , i t i s the v i e w of the F o x h a l l Community C i t i z e n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n that t h i s h e a r i n g should p r o p e r l y conclude that f u r t h e r expanded 
h e a r i n g s a r e r e q u i r e d i f f u l l c o m p l i a n c e w i t h the r e l e v a n t codes and proce
d u r e s r e g a r d i n g public h e a r i n g s on highway p r o j e c t s a r e to be f u l f i l l e d . 
T h e s e expanded h e a r i n g s should a d d r e s s at a m i n i m u m the e n t i r e t y of 1-266 
and i n c l u d e a c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the i m p a c t of the d e s i g n of 1-266 on 
l o c a l D. C. t r a f f i c p a t t e r n s . 

P l e a s e be a s s u r e d that t h i s e n t i r e m a t t e r i s of the utmost i m p o r t a n c e 
to the c i t i z e n s of t h i s a r e a and we u r g e your c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the i s s u e s 
r a i s e d i n t h i s t e s t i m o n y . 

L e s l i e C. D i r k s 
P r e s i d e n t 

F o x h a l l C o m m u n i t y C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n 
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December 17, 1970 

Mr. Julian Dugas 
Hearing Officer, 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge Design, 
D i s t r i c t Building, 
14th & E Street, 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

Th i s i s to request that the records of the current hearings on the design 
of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge reflect my vote of approval of the design passed 
by the Fine A r t s Commission. 

It i s time this bridge was built and time to stop the interminable talking and 
haggling which has gone on these many, many years. I realize the necessity 
of the current hearings, but hope they are not permitted to be bogged down by 
endless side issues, to the detriment of the city as a whole by further delaying 
this v i t a l project. 

Washington and the suburban communities need the bridge, we need better access 
to Dulles and the design w i l l in no way detract from the city as it now stands. 

Thank you for your attention to this opinion. 

Very truly yours, 

Glen L. Stalker 
President 

GLS:jc 

A P P R O V E D L E N D I N G I N S T I T U T I O N F E D E R A L H O U S I N G A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
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NORTH FOXHALL. ROAD ASSOCIATION 

W A S H I N G T O N 7 . D . C . 

November 2 9 , 1 9 7 0 
The Hon. Walter Washington 
Mayor of the C i t y of Washington 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

Dear Mr. Mayor: 

Thi s l e t t e r concerns the hearing to "be held on December 12th 
with regard to the design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. Your 
f e l l o w c i t i z e n s of t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n long fought against the 
construction of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge on the b a s i s , p r i m a r i l y , 
t h at i t was unnecessary and unduly c o s t l y to b u i l d such a bridge 
at t h i s point f o r the purpose of b r i n g i n g commercial t r a f f i c v i a 
Route 66 i n t o the D i s t r i c t of Columbia at a l o v e l y and unspoiled, 
purely r e s i d e n t i a l s e c t i o n of the c i t y . We s t i l l f e e l t h i s way, 
hut the d e c i s i o n seems to have been taken despite the wishes of the 
c i t i z e n s of t h i s area of Washington. 

We would, however, appreciate your p u t t i n g t h i s l e t t e r on the 
record f o r the above hearing. Since the d e c i s i o n has been taken, we 
do wish to enter a p l e a that the design of the bridge and i t s D.C. 
approaches should be approved so as t o : 

a) Guarantee the absolute minimum change oi? disturbance to t h i s 
l o v e l y , n a t u r a l area; 

b) Should maintain and preserve the a t t r a c t i v e one-family homes 
Which c h a r a c t e r i z e t h i s l o v e l y f o r e s t e d area of the 
d i s t r i c t ; 

c) Should preserve the current high-tax b a s i s of t h i s area f o r 
the D i s t r i c t and not debase i t by ignoring jA and b above 
and reducing i t s v a l u e . 

I n other words, to achieve the above the design of the Bridge 
when i t reaches the d i s t r i c t shore should t u r n immediately east 
with i t s roadbed and approaches and proceed e a s t , going 
underground at the f i r s t opportunity. 

The c i t i z e n s of t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n r e s p e c t f u l l y request that 
t h e i r d e s i r e s be made known and given f u l l c o nsideration. 

Very R e s p e c t f u l l y , 

P r e s i d e n t , North F o x h a l l 4toad Ass'n 
) 



NORTH FOXHALL ROAD ASSOCIATION 

W A S H I N G T O N 7 , D. C . 

December 15, 1970 

The Hon. Walter Washington 
Mayor of the C i t y of Washington 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

Dear Mr. Mayor: 
On November 29th, the same day I l e f t on a business t r i p to 

Europe, I wrote you on behalf of the c i t i z e n s of t h i s area requesting 
that our opposition to the Three S i s t e r s Bridge be made a part of the 
record of the hearings scheduled f o r December 14th. 

I returned from Europe e a r l i e r than expected and spent a lar g e 
portion of the 14th at the hearings, f i n a l l y speaking and reading the 
November 2 9 t h l e t t e r . A f ter reading the l e t t e r , I added the f o l l o w i n g 
comments on behalf of the a s s o c i a t i o n and would appreciate your making 
sure these comments are added to my e a r l i e r l e t t e r and also c a r r i e d i n 
the o f f i c i a l records. I quote, from memory: 

" I should l i k e to add the f o l l o w i n g comments to those contained i n 
the above l e t t e r , as f o r t u n a t e l y I returned to Washington on time to be 
able to attend these hearings i n person. What I did not know when I 
wrote the o r i g i n a l l e t t e r was t h a t these design hearings would not take up 
the question of the approaches or access roads of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge 
on the D.C. side of the r i v e r . I t has, i n f a c t , from these hearings become 
c l e a r t h a t no s p e c i f i c or approved planning has been made f o r the D.C. 
side -- considerably l e s s even than the hotly contested Arlington s i d e . 
My associates f e e l l i k e a v i a t i o n engineers asked to concur i n the safe 
o p e r a b i l i t y of an a i r c r a f t whose s p e c i f i c a t i o n s show i t w i t h only one 
wing. We a l l know what happens to a i r c r a f t which attempt to f l y on only 
one wing. I n s h o r t , the members of t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n cannot approve a 
design which i s very incomplete and a c t u a l l y represents a c o s t l y bridge 
a r i s i n g from nowhere and d e f i n i t e l y going nowhere i n the D i s t r i c t . Only 
when we know the d e t a i l s of the t o t a l bridge/approaches and road 
systems on both sides can a meaningful comment be made. 

We also concur with s e v e r a l speakers who have i n d i c a t e d that these 
highways, while s t r a n g l i n g the i n n e r c i t y and causing the evacuation of 
tax-paying businesses and f a m i l i e s , w i l l not r e a l l y bring a d d i t i o n a l 
business from the suburbs to the inner c i t y . Rather i t w i l l expedite 
the exodus to the suburbs f o r l i v i n g and shopping of those tax-payers 
who can a f f o r d i t — reducing the D.C. tax base — while p e n a l i z i n g 
more than ever that l a r g e group of ghetto D.C. c i t i z e n s who cannot — 
by and l a r g e — a f f o r d cars and who w i l l not r e a d i l y be accepted i n the 
suburbs. 
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"We are constantly hearing pleass f o r a balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
system, yet a i l the balance i s on freeways and highways. There i s no 
rapid t r a n s i t and w i l l not be f o r years. The bus system i s s i c k 
and dying. A l l p r i o r i t y goes to the highways of which we have plenty. 
T h i s unneeded bridge p e r s o n i f i e s the continuing e f f o r t s of the D.C. 
and V i r g i n i a Transportation Departments to stangle the inner s i t y and 
c l o s e r suburbs w i t h more roads, more parking l o t s , more cement (or t a r ) , 
more a i r p o l l u t i o n . This i s not a s o l u t i o n but a long-range aggravation 
of the problem. I f we are to have balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , then we 
must give p r i o r i t y (Congressman Natcher and s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s notwith
standing) to r e v i v i n g the buses and putting i n at l e a s t the beginnings 
of a Metro system. Then we can study to see i f , and where, f u r t h e r 
freeways are needed. I n other words, at best t h i s c o s t l y and u s e l e s s 
bridge i s not needed now and merely siphons o f f m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s of 
desperately needed funds from other more immediate and pressing r e q u i r e 
ments . I t s d e t a i l e d study and proposed cons t r u c t i o n at t h i s time i s 
c l e a r l y premature. We strongly oppose i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . " 

Mr. Mayor: 
The c i t i z e n s of t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n appreciate the opportunity to 

express t h e i r opinions on t h i s v i t a l l y important subject and r e s p e c t f u l l y 
request that t h e i r views be placed i n the p u b l i c record. 

Very R e s p e c t f u l l y 

P r e s i d e n t , North F o x h a l l Road Ass'n 

• 
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December 16, 1970 
4 9 : v '70 

M r . M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r S," 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y G. 
O f f i c e o f t h e Miayor 
Room 52R 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C„ 

Dear M r . S c h a l l e r : 

P l e a s e i n c l u d e t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t as a p a r t o f t h e r e c o r d 
o f t h e Th ree S i s t e r s B r i d g e H e a r i n g commencing December 1 4 , 1 9 7 0 . 
On b e h a l f o f t h e G r e a t e r Wash ing ton C h a p t e r o f t h e Americans f o r 
D e m o c r a t i c A c t i o n . I s t r o n g l y endorse t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 
W a s h i n g t o n C o a l i t i o n f o r C l e a n A i r r e g a r d i n g t h e p r o p o s e d Three S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e , p r e s e n t e d by e x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r John S„ W i n d e r , J r . on December 
1 4 , 1970 . 

P u r s u a n t t o t h e N a t i o n a l E n v i r o n m e n t a l P o l i c y A c t , and i n l i g h t o f 
t h e p o t e n t i a l s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c , and e n v i r o n m e n t a l e f f e c t s o f t h i s 
p r o p o s e d b r i d g e and r e s u l t i n g a r t e r i e s , t h e comprehens ive a i r p o l l u t i o n / 
h e a l t h e f f e c t s s t u d y r e q u e s t e d by t h e MWCCA i s c l e a r l y r e q u i r e d . 

Thank y o u f o r y o u r a t t e n t i o n . 

Very t r u l y y p u r s , 

An thony Z . Roisman 
Cha i rman 
G r e a t e r Wash ing ton C h a p t e r 
ADA 

AZR :bh 

c c : John S„ W i n d e r , J r 0 
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3051 Idaho Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 
December 15, 1970 

Mr. Mar t in K. SchaI ter 
Execut ive Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t Bui I d ing 
Washington, D. C. 20C04 

Dear Mr. SchaI I e r : 

I t is my f i r m c o n v i c t i o n t h a t c o n s t r u c t i n g the 
proposed Three S i s t e r s Br idge w i l l no t only f u r t h e r mar 
the beauty o f the Potcmac River but w i l l b r i n g i n t o 
Washington unwanted t r a f f i c wnich w i l l add t o a i r p o l l u 
t i o n in the n a t i o n ' s c a o i t a l and w i l l f u r t h e r congest 
our a l ready overcrowded c i t y s t r e e t s . The emphasis 
should be ra the r on improving and ex tend ing mass t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n systems and r e s t r i c t i n g the use o f p r i v a t e 
cars in the me t ropo l i t an a rea . 

W i l l you olease inc lude in the record of the 
hear ings on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge my s t rong oppos i 
t i o n t o t h i s proposed p r o j e c t . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

r c 
(Mrs. C. E. Van S i c k l e ) 
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December 15, 1970 

Mr. :*!artin K. S c h a l l e r 
Execu' i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 2000A 

Dear S i r : 

I want to r e g i s bar my opposition to con s t r u c t i o n of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge 

p r o j e c t between Spout Run and Georgetown. The beauty of the Potomac R i v e r , the 

parklands on both r i v e r shores, and the h i s t o r i c C and 0 Canal are f a r more im

portant than adding to the monstrosity of our super-highways. High-speed r a i l r a p i d 

t r a n s i t i s the answer to most of our l o c a l t r a n s i t problems. We c e r t a i n l y do not need 

more expressways, which only add environmental u g l i n e s s to congestion i n the inne r 

c i t y . 

As a long-time (36 y e a r s ) r e s i d e n t of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, 

* 

Yours s i n c e r e l y 

Howard Pique * 0 

0 



G R E A T E R W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 
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December 15, 1970 
9 h> u 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
Executive S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I am w r i t i n g i n the name of the 1,154 members of our organization, 
which as you know i s one of the amici c u r i a i n the , :Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge case." I regret that a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of our organization 
has not been able to t e s t i f y i n person at the recent hearings, 
however, I request that t h i s l e t t e r be made part of the record 
of those hearings. 

The Canoe C r u i s e r s A s s o c i a t i o n of Greater Washington D.C. i s made 
up of canoers, c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s and others who use, respect and 
wish to preserve our n a t u r a l environment. We are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n r i v e r s and e s p e c i a l l y i n the Potomac R i v e r . As 
an o r g a n i z a t i o n , our a s s o c i a t i o n has been a c t i v e and involved 
f o r ten years i n the cause of preventing the degredation and 
d e s t r u c t i o n of the splendid n a t u r a l environment as s o c i a t e d w i t h 
the Potomac R i v e r and i t s adjacent basin lands. Our members 
know the R i v e r b e t t e r than most since we spend a good deal of 
time on i t and i n i t , twelve months a year, from i t s source a l l 
the way to the s i t e of the proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

We s t a r t from the premise that one of our highest s o c i a l p r i o r i t i e s 
should be to preserve what remains of our sh r i n k i n g n a t u r a l environ
ment from the inroads of i n d u s t r i a l i z e d s o c i e t y . T h i s does not 
mean p r e s e r v a t i o n f o r preservations sake; r a t h e r i t means recog
n i z i n g the true s c a r c i t y value of what i s becoming a very scarce 
resource. Neither does i t mean that p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l 
environment should be confined only to wilderness areas and 
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n a t i o n a l parks, as d e s i r a b l e as that may be; i t means to us that 
i n a l l a r e a s , our c i t i e s as w e l l as our countryside, we should 
take pains to c h e r i s h and protect what remains and to assure that 
man-made i n c u r s i o n s are to the maximum extent possible harmonious 
w i t h the n a t u r a l surroundings. 

We object strenuously to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge f o r s e v e r a l reasons: 

- - i t i s an i n e f f i c i e n t means of t r a n s p o r t i n g the masses 
of commuters who w i l l be i t s p r i n c i p a l users. 

- - i t i s premature since c o n s t r u c t i o n of the already 
authorized r a p i d r a i l t r a n s i t system w i l l a l t e r e x i s t i n g 
commuting patterns and probably e l i m i n a t e any need f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l freeway connections, 

- - i t w i l l not only d i r e c t l y impinge on one of the few 
remaining spectacular v i s t a s on the r i v e r , but i t w i l l 
intrude i n t o the n a t u r a l areas of the shoreline at 
Spout Run and Glover Archbold Park degrading these 
areas. 

- - i t w i l l encourage a d d i t i o n a l use of automobiles as a 
means of t r a v e l l i n g to the center of Washington at a 
time when we are t r y i n g desparately to reduce such 
t r a v e l to combat a i r p o l l u t i o n and cut down t r a f f i c 
congestion. 

- - i t w i l l immediately begin to generate pressures f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l connective freeways i n a part of Washington 
where such roadways w i l l wreak immense damage to parks 
and d e l i g h t f u l r e s i d e n t i a l areas. 

I n short the Canoe C r u i s e r s A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s that t h i s 
bridge should not be constructed at a l l because there are 
b e t t e r a l t e r n a t i v e s to meet the needs of commuters that w i l l 
not r e q u i r e the d e s t r u c t i o n of i r r e p l a c e a b l e n a t u r a l v a l u e s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , I would l i k e to comment on the question of bridge 
design. We have two bridges of a r t i s t i c merit and design 
d i s t i n c t i o n c r o s s i n g the Potomac i n the Key Bridge and the 
Memorial Bridge. I n a d d i t i o n we have a s e r i e s of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
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m o n s t r o s i t i e s - - e y e s o r e s r e a l l y - - i n t h e 14th S t r e e t B r i d g e s and 
the R o o s e v e l t B r i d g e , n o t t o m e n t i o n the C h a i n B r i d g e and t h e 
h i d e o u s B e l t w a y c r o s s i n g s . I f t h e d e c i s i o n t o b u i l d a b r i d g e i s 
i r r e v e r s i b l e c a n we n o t a t l e a s t b u i l d a b r i d g e o f g e n u i n e 
b e a u t y and d i s t i n c t i o n ? The d e s i g n f o r a s t e e l b r i d g e w i t h a 
p i e r i n m i d - r i v e r p r o p o s e d by t h e h i g h w a y e n g i n e e r s i s i n t h e 
t r a d i t i o n o f m e d i o c r a c y t h e y h a v e so w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d . Can we 
r e a l l y a c c e p t t h e i d e a t h a t t h e o n l y c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s t o g e t t h e 
maximum number o f v e h i c l e s a c r o s s t h e r i v e r f o r t h e l o w e s t c o s t ? 
Anyone who h a s e v e r l o o k e d a t t h e e x q u i s i t e b r i d g e s o f P a r i s c a n 
n e v e r a c c e p t s u c h a p r o p o s i t i o n . A g r e a t b r i d g e , l i k e a n y p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g o r f a c i l i t y s e r v e s m u l t i p l e f u n c t i o n s . I f we and o u r 
d e s c e n d a n t s a r e g o i n g t o be condemned t o l o o k a t t h i s u n n e c e s s a r y 
b r i d g e f r o m now u n t i l e t e r n i t y a t l e a s t l e t u s t a k e s u f f i c i e n t 
p a i n s and s p e n d s u f f i c i e n t money so a s t o make i t a b e a u t i f u l 
b r i d g e 

E. D e n n i s C o n r o y 
C h a i r m a n 
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4422 Greenwich Pkwy. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
December 15, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
Rm. 523 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As a D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t I want to r e g i s t e r my opposition 
to the construction of the abdorainaole Three S i s t e r ' s Bridge. 

My oppossition i s based on three reasons; 
"""1.) I t i s not needed. There are ample t r a f f i c 

lanes i n t o the D i s t r i c t . What i s needed i s 
b e t t e r p ublic t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to take one-driver 
one-p^ssanger c a r s o f f the road. A waste of 
tax payer's money. 

2. ) I t c o n t r i b u t e s to the continuing r u i n a t i o n of the 
Potomac, the Georgetovn w a t e r f r o n t , the C&0 Canal, 
Glover-Archibald Nature T r a i l , and d i r e c t l y endangers 
every D i s t r i c t neighborhood i n which i t i n f r i n g e s , or 
to which i t channels t r a f f i c . 

3. ) I t has been onposred by every l o c a l c i t i z e n ' s o r g a n i c a t i o n , 
the Mayor, two-former-Pres id en1 3 of the U.S., the Planning 
C o u n c i l , and the only person who seems to want i t i s 
Mr. Nacher and the highway i n t e r e s t s . 

P l e a s e , Mr. S c h a l l e r , unite w i t h the c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t , and 
help stop the concrete i n v a s i o n and Congressional b l a c k m a i l embodied 
i n t h i s p r o j e c t . 

And as f o r as the best design a v a i l a b l e i t should be one which 
goes underground a b i g black tunnel. 

Sincerely/, 
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14 D e c e m b e r 1970 

D [ r s 70 
M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
R o o m 528 L 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1350 E S t r e e t NW 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 20004 

D e a r S i r : 

I w o u l d l i k e to r e q u e s t that the f o l l o w i n g b r i e f s t a t e m e n t be 
i n c l u d e d i n the r e c o r d of the D i s t r i c t of C o l u m b i a - - V i r g i n i a Highway-
D e p a r t m e n t h e a r i n g s on the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e : 

I a m a n s w r e s i d e n t of V i r g i n i a , h a v i n g l i v e d at 2344 N o r t h 
D i c k e r son , A r l i n g t o n , f o r the l a s t s i x m o n t h s , I l i v e i n the a r e a that 
w o u l d be m o s t a f f e c t e d by the b u i l d i n g of T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , and I 
c a n h o n e s t l y s a y that I i o no tbe l i eve the a d v a n t a g e s of h a v i n g the b r i d g e 
outweigh the d i s a d v a n t a g e s . 

M y h u s b a n d a n d I both w o r k i n the D i s t r i c t , and we c o m m u t e by 
bus b e c a u s e we c a n s e e no advantage to d r i v i n g our own c a r . I t c o s t s 
f a r m o r e to d r i v e , both i n t e r m s of p e r s o n a l e x p e n d i t u r e a n d d a m a g e to 
the e n v i r o n m e n t , t h a n to u s e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . O v e r 90 p e r cent 
of the p o l l u t i o n i n the D . C . a r e a i s c a u s e d by a u t o m o b i l e s ; w h y m a k e 
i t p o s s i b l e for m o r e o n e - p a s s e n g e r c a r s to be d r i v e n into the c i t y 
e v e r y d a y ? B u i l d i n g a n o t h e r b r i d g e wou ld i n c r e a s e a c c e s s to the c i t y 
but i t w o u l d not l e s s e n the c o n g e s t i o n on the o v e r b u r d e n e d downtown 
s t r e e t s and p a r k i n g l o t s . 

I a m a l s o a g a i n s t the b r i d g e b e c a u s e 1 a m a g a i n s t a n y e x t e n s i o n 
of 1-66 t h r o u g h A r l i n g t o n . I h a v e s e e n what a m e s s 1-95 i s i n A l e x a n d r i a ; 
I a m a g a i n s t a n y t h i n g that w o u l d c r e a t e s u c h a n u g l y m o n s t e r i n m y new 
h o m e t o w n . 

A u t o m o b i l e s a r e e x p e n s i v e a n d d a n g e r o u s , and s u p e r - h i g h w a y s 
a r e u g l y . I t s e e m s to m e we ought to be c o n c e n t r a t i n g on i m p r o v i n g 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d on s a f e g u a r d i n g the beauty of the P o t o m a c 
and the V i r g i n i a c o u n t r y s i d e . I a m t h e r e f o r e opposed to the T h r e e 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

P e g g y S p e e c e F a r n e y 



4 4 5 0 V O L T A P L A C E . N O R T H W E S T 

W A S H I N G T O N P. D C 

uear S i r s : 

- L ' /yeoenber 14,1970. 

1 wish to r e g i s t e r my, and my husband's 

strong f e e l i n g s a g a i n s t the b u i l d i n g of 

the xhree S i s t e r s Bridge. 

ne are an e l d e r l u coupi^ l i v i n g 
o 

w i t h i n two blocks of the proposed a c c e s s 

roads to the proposed bridge and cannot 

attend the h e a r i n g s . We cannot conceive 

of adding any more t r a f f i c to t h a t a l r e a d y 

coming down f o x h a l l Road and MacArthur 

Blvd during rush hours. These roads were 

not b u i l t f o r t h a t kind of a load. 

Hhe f i r s t p r i o r i t y should be the 

subways and a tun n e l beneath the r i v e r . 

T h i s method e x i s t s i n many many c i t i e s a l l 

over the tie s t e r n world. We p e r s o n a l l y have 
used them and can vouch f o r t h & -

1 0 r t h * i r g r e a t 



D. C. G 2916 N Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
December l u , 1970 

Mr. Martin K. Schaller, 
Office of the Mayor-Commissioner, Room 528 
D i s t r i c t Building 
Uith and E Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 

Dear S i r , 

I should l i k e to record my protest to the building of the Three S i s t e r s 

Bridge and associated highways. Transportation requirements must be met, 

but surely experience sh&s that more roads bring i n more t r a f f i c , to the 

point where a c i t y permits i t s e l f to become choked and asphyxiated. A Metro 

system i s a better solution. 

Wouldn't i t be a fine thing i f Washington, the c a p i t a l c i t y , took the lead 

i n wise c i t y planning and i n protection of a s t i l l ecenic area (which, once 

destroyed, can never be restored)? And wouldn't i t be ea.ually fine i f the 

wishes of a majority of concerned residents were heeded? 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Perkins 



2035 T r u m b u l l T e r r a c ir.i 
VJashirgton, D.G. 20011 
December 14, 1??0 

'.r. K a r t l n S c h a l l e r , E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
t o the Mayor 

Room 528 , D i s t r i c t B l d g . 
1350 E S t . NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

S i n c e I an unable to attend the hearings i n p e r s o n , 
I am w r i t i n g to ask you t o i n c l u d e t h i s w r i t t e n statement 
i n the r e c o r d or. the Three S i s t e r s Bridge, 

I am opposed to c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s b r i d g e and 
indeed of any -ore r o u t e s i n t o t h e c i t y u n t i l an adequate 
p u b l i c t r a n s i t system i s c o n s t r u c t e d and i n o p e r a t i o n . 
T h i s i s fche o n l y way t o a v o i d t a k i n g l a n d which belongs 
to the people of the whole U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r the b e n e f i t 
of a few r e s i d e n t s of V i r g i n i a and Maryland* 

i 



December 14, 1970 

Mr. " a r t i n Shaller 
Executive Secretary 
Office of Mayor—Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t Building 
Uashinrton, D. C. 

Re: Three S i s t e r s Bridge Hearing 

Dear S i r : 

The stretch of water between the Three S i s t e r s islands and the Water 
Snorts Center has -provided an excellent race course for Georgetown University 
rowing teams since 1957« The construction of something other than the single 
Span bridge at the -present s i t e w i l l render our -present race courses useless 
and urreatly burden C-eor--etown University teams in attracting intercollegiate 
con-petition. I know of no other acceptable courses on the r i v e r . 

The negative irrnact of the proposed double span bridge w i l l he borne 
by the ninety young nan who annually participate and benefit from i n t e r 
collegiate rowing. In t h i s day of commercialism and professionalism i n 
a t h l e t i c s , rowing remains purely amateur with the oarsman himself being the 
purpose of the sport. At Georgetown the athletes themselves must -provide 
the f i n a n c i a l basis for our operation, and the loss of t h i s fine race 
course w i l l Greatly -penalize these young men who are already burdened with 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for above that exnected of students. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Benson 
Head Coach of Rowing 
Georgetown University 



9 
2700 Wisconsin Ave., N.V. 

Q:«C |a i : Washington O.C. 20007 
r, December 13,1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K . S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u r i v e Secretary:,. 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r , 

I am w r i t i n g to y o u — a s a c i t i z e n and long-time 
Washington D.C. r e s i d e n t — t o express my deep concern 
about another t h r e a t to our n a t u r a l environment and 
uneq u a l l e d beauty of our C a p i t a l C i t y : the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the Three S i s t e r s bridge,. 

I am c o n v i n c e d — a f t e r h a v i n g s t u d i e d the q u e s t i o n 
from v a r i o u s v i e w p o i n t s — t h a t i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n would bn 
a d i s a .c; t r o u s misjba k e , w i t h v e r y s e r i o u s consequences. 
Moreover, s i n c e there are a l t e r n a t i v e s ( t h e planned high 
speed r a i l l i n e a t 14th S t r e e t b r i d g e , through t u n n e l s — ) 
which make such a mistake a v o i d a b l e w i t h o u t drawbacks f o r 
traffic,etc« , I hope and t r u s t t h a t the bridge w i l l not be b u i l t . 

I hope t h a t ^ur v o i c e s w i l l be heeded, and t h a t our 
b e a u t i f u l r i v e r and Towpath a r e a w i l l remain u n s p o i l t , 
f o r us and f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . 

Yours v e r y t r u l y , 
r 

Member, Wilderness S o c i e t y 
Member, Audubon N a t u r a l i s t S o c i e t y 



4898 K a c A r t h u r 31vd. N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 2000? 
December l 4 , 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h o l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear S i r : 

As a r e s i d e n t and home-owner i n an a r e a t h a t may be 
a f f e c t e d , I o f f e r the f o l l o w i n g o p i n i o n s : 

1 . The b r i d g e should be "Huilt a t the proposed 
s i t e a s promptly as c o s s i b l e . 

2. I fcivor the s i x - s p a n d e s i g n . 
3 . I f p o s s i b l e , the a c c e s s roads should be designed 

t o p e r m i t passage of t r a f f i c o r i g i n a t i n g i n the s o u t h e r n 
p a r t of the F a c A r t h u r B l v d . a r e a i n t o Georgetown and/or the 
w e s t e r n p a r t o f Washington. 

4. I f e e l t h a t i n d e s i g n i n g t h e b r i d g e , c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n s h o u l d be g i v e n f i r s t to s a f e t y , n e x t to c o s t , and 
the n to e s t h e t i c s . 

5. I f e e l t h a t t h e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s o f the MacArthur 
B l v d . a r e a s h o u l d be s u b o r d i n a t e d t o the i n t e r e s t s of the 
c i t y a s a whole. 

I n r s i Three S i s t a r s B r i d g e E e a r l n f f 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

I r v i n g R. R i c h a r d s 



j 5430 C a r o l i n a P l a c e , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 
December 1 5 , 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. Co 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

T h a t the Th r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e w i l l be b u i l t i s beyond 
q u e s t i o n . I l e a v e to the e n g i n e e r s the s a f e t y a s p e c t s and 
to the F i n e A r t s Commission the e s t h e t i c a s p e c t s . 

To me the most imoortant p o i n t s t o be c o n s i d e r e d i n 
the deslcrn of the b r i d g e a r e t h a t r e s i d e n t s of the D. C. 
P a l i s a d e s a r e a have 

1 . A c c e s s t o the b r i d g e from ramps a t i t s t e r m i n a l 
p o i n t n e a r Canal Road and K a o A r t h u r B o u l e v a r d . 

2 . A c c e s s t o the Potomac R i v e r Freeway from Canal 
Road so t h a t t h e y w i l l be a b l e t o so downtown 
on whatever i s b u i l t t o supersede the W h i t e h u r s t 
Freeway. 

I t i s i n c o n c e i v a b l e to me t h a t any one i n v o l v e d i n d e s i g n 
i n g t h i s b r i d g e should f a i l to n r o v i d e a c c e s s to i t and to 
the c o n n e c t i n g Fotonac R i v e r Freeway from our a r e a . 

* * * * * * * 

One of the most maddening t h i n g s t o me a t the p r e s e n t 
time i s my i n a b i l i t y to make a l e f t t u r n from A r i z o n a Avenue 
to C a n a l Road d u r i n g the r u s h hours. Indeed, many times 
about 9 a.m. I cannot make a l e f t t u r n from C a r o l i n a P l a c e 
to A r i z o n a Avenue—my o n l y avenue t o downtown—because of 
the unending stream of V i r g i n i a c a r s t u r n i n g i n t o A r i z o n a 
Avenue from C a n a l Road. Why not g i v e the D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s 
a l i t t l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ? (Of c o u r s e , I know the a n s w e r — o u r 
c o l o n i a l s t a t u s . ' ) 

S i n c e r e l y , 

(Mrs.) Ruth A u l l C e r i c k 
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2035 T r u m b u l l T e r r a c e NW 
Washington1 D.C* 20011 
December 14, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
Room 528 , D i s t r i c t B l d g . 
1350 E S t . NW 
'Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear " r . S c h a l l e r : 

S i n c e I b e l i e v e t h e r e i s s t i l l an o p p o r t u n i t y , 
I want to put on r e c o r d my o p p o s i t i o n to the Three 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e . T h i s b r i d g e would not only i m m e d i a t e l y 
I n c r e a s e t r a f f i c i n t o t h e c i t y w i t h the well—known 
a t t e n d a n t problems but would a l s o menace other s t r e t c h e s 
of park l a n d , s p e c i f i c a l l y C-lover-Archbold and would . 
d e s t r o y Spout Run. I t h i n k our need f o r p r e s e r v i n g 
open space i n t h i s a r e a i s f a r g r e a t e r than our need t o 
p r o v i d e a few more minutes of speed to commuters. 

I r e q u e s t t h i s s t a t e m e n t be added to your r e c o r d . 



/ 0 3 

RFC 
f"-c jg jj r ^December lip, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K. ^ c h a l l e r SCO :i 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y D.C.G0\ 
O f f i c e of the ^ayor-Comrriissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n 
'-'ashington, D.C. 20001+ 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

P l e a s e add my v o i c e to those who deplore 
p l a n s to o u i l d the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e * Unnecessary and 
t h o u g h t l e s s . Modern mass t r a n s p o r t a t i o n can and w i l l s o l v e 
the people-movement problems i n v o l v e d . You know a l l the 
arguments. P l e a s e make one more vote 

AGAINST the Three ^ i s t e r s B r i dge a l t o g e t h e r . 

T.N.Schroth 
5655 Bent Branch Road 
Washington, D.C. 20016 



2716 0 St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 
December U , 1070 

Mr. Martin K. S c h i l l e r , Executive Secretary 
O f ^ i c * of the Mayor-Commissioner, P.oom 528 
D i s t r i c t Building 
U t h an-' E S+s., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

D^ar Mr. Schaller: 

As a native Mashi^gtonian, proud of his e i t y , please a^r? 
my voice to th° many others who opnos n the construction of the 
Thr^~- S i s t e r s Bridge* A project l ^ s s responsive to the ne^s 
of our cornmunit'r i s ''if' 0"'ar.lt to imagine. The ne-^s of our 
c i t y ir> housing, education, and «ot least tnansnortation are w«ll 
known to you — c l e a r l y t i s T h r a a S i s t e r s Bridge project, a 
multipollutant, can only i n c ^ a s e our problems, 

P l e a s a do^'t miss a unique opportunity to set aside narrow 
••special i n t e r sts," to work instead for the wellb'lng of our 
community as a '-.'hole — consi' l or t h " r^war^s of a plants**, oeople-
oriente- 1 development of the Georgetown waterfront. I urre you 
to ''isannrove a l l esters" '"or the propose^ bri^pe on the grounds 
that a bridge by any design i s incompatible with th-> true 
transportation requirements of our e:;ty. 

Sincerely yours, 
^ * e AM \ r 

David 'Powe 

http://ar.lt


HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 163 

Memorializing the members of the delegation to the Congress of the United 

States from Virginia to assure the prompt authorization of the pro

posed Three Sisters Bridge across the Potomac River. 

Offered March 6, I S 58 

Patron—Mr..Daniel, W. C. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations 

Whereas, the United States Department of Transportation is consid
ering disapproval of the proposed Three-Sisters Bridge across the Potomac 
River connecting Arlington County and the District of Columbia area; and 

Whereas, this bridge is an essential part of Interstate Route 263; and 
Whereas, planning for this crossing has been underway since June 

thirty, nineteen hundred sixty, when Interstate 266 with a bridge across 
the Potomac was first approved by the United. States Bureau of Public 
Roads; and 

Whereas, all traffic forecasts made by responsible highway authori
ties indicate an overwhelming need for a biidga over the Potomac in the 
Three Sisters area; and 

Whereas, the .interstate plan for Northern Virginia is entirely com
patible with proposed mass transit facilities in that area, and is vital to 
assure an adequate, balanced transportation system; and 

Whereas, designation of an additional Potomac River crossing in the 
Three Sisters area as a part of the interstate system was a basic factor in 
the decision that Interstate 66 would provide a satisfactory connection 
between Washington and the Dulles International Airport access road; and 

Whereas, the Virginia Department of Highways has worked closely 
with federal, regional and local agencies in developing plans for the pro
posed river crossing and interstate connection; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the 
General Assembly of Virginia urges that Virginia members of the Congress 
of the United States exert all possible efforts to assure the prompt author
ization for carrying out plans originally approved by federal authorities in 
nineteen hundred sixty to construct these integral segments of the inter-



House Joint Resolution No. 168 2 
state highway system. The clerk of the House of Delegates is directed to 
send to each member of the Virginia delegation to the Congress of the 
United States a copy of this resolution. 



I o5 
MRS. G E R H A R D A. G E S E I X 

3 3 0 4 N S T R E E T , N. W. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C. S 0 0 0 7 
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12-1^-70 

S i r s : 

I am d e f i n i t e l y opposed to having any bridge 

b u i l t i n the area of the "Three S i s t e r s Islands", 
across the Potomac River i n the "eorgetcwn 

area. 

Mrs. E.E.Dodge 
UU70 Reservoir Rd. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 



I Ob 





<"RS. J O H N T . S m i T H t t 
3345 K e s e K U o i K R n , N ,. 

' C U A S H . N q T O N , O. c . 2 0 0 0 7 
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December 1 5 , 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r , E x e c u t i v e 
S e c r e t a r y -

O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h & E S t s . , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I am w r i t i n g t o add my v o i c e and the v o i c e s 
o f the o t h e r members of my f a m i l y t o the o p p o s i t i o n t o 
th e Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

I support the p o s i t i o n o f the C i t i z e n s Asso
c i a t i o n o f Georgetown and The W i l d e r n e s s S o c i e t y i n 
o p p o s i t i o n t o t n i s b r i d g e . 

I f we a r e e v e r t o m a i n t a i n a community i t 
w i l l be n e c e s s a r y t h a t we stop p l a c i n g r e l i a n c e upon 
the i n d i v i d u a l automobile and c a t e r i n g t o i t s needs i n 
p r e f e r e n c e t o the needs o f i n d i v i d u a l s . The proposed 
approaches to the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e w i l l i n e v i t a b l y 
r e s u l t i n d e s t r u c t i o n of s e v e r a l neighborhoods. The a d d i 
t i o n of thruways w i l l o n l y l e a d t o a g r e a t e r exodus t o 
the s uburbs, e v e n t u a l l y l e a v i n g the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
o n l y as a p a r k i n g l o t w i t h an i n n e r c i t y slum. 

F u r t h e r , I have p r e v i o u s l y been informed t h a t 
y o u r own s t u d i e s show t h a t f u t u r e t r a f f i c a c r o s s the Three 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e i s ov e r w h e l m i n g l y f o r d e s t i n a t i o n s o u t s i d e 
t h e D i s t r i c t o f Columbia and not w i t h i n t he D i s t r i c t o f 
Columbia. T h i s b r i d g e and highway program would have 
h i g h l y d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t s on the D i s t r i c t o verwhelmingly 
t o b e n e f i t persons merely p a s s i n g through. 

I urge t h a t the " d e s i g n " o f t h i s p r o j e c t s h o u l d 
be r e c o n s i d e r e d i n depth i n terms o f d e s i g n i n g a community 
i n which vie can c o n t i n u e t o l i v e . T h i s means abandoning the 
p r o j e c t as p r e s e n t l y proposed. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

Don V. H a r r i s . J r . , 
3330 N S t . , N.W. 9 

Washington, D.C. 20007 
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MRS. L I O N E L . C . E P S T E I N 

S G 2 0 O R E G O N A V E N U E . N . W . 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C . 2 0 O 1 S 

December 14, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. Schal ler 
Executive Secretary 
Office of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Dis t r i c t Building 
Washington, D . C . 20004 

Dear Mr. Schal ler : 

I am sorry I cannot get to the hearing on the Three Sisters 
Bridge. This is to record my hope that the Three Sisters Bridge Wil l 
be defeated! I hope that alternative mass transportation w i l l be ef fec
t ive ly supported so that people but not cars can eas i l y get in and out 
of our c i t y . Please record me as against the construction of this bridge. 

Most s incere ly , 

SGE:kg Sarah G . Eostein 



M R S . S A M A . E D W A R D S 

I S 1 6 3 1 S T S T R E E T , N . W . 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 0 7 

; ... -
Doc. 1 3 , 1 9 7 0 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r , Exec. Sec. 
O f f i c e of the Mayor~Commisionor, Room £ 2 8 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , li|.th and E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear S i r , 

I am w r i t i n g i n opp o s i t i o n to the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. Very 
few people who l i v e Tn th© D i s t r i c t want i t . Our need i s b e t t e r 
and cheaper p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , not more highways and bridge s , 
We should be t r y i n g to cut down on the c a r s i n t h i s a r e a . We have 
enough p o l l u t i o n a l r e a d y . 

S i n c e r e l y yours 
,';.<; v J ... ..?.-\v'<* 

Susan B. Edwards 
(Mrs Sam A. Edwards) 



)}4 

D . L . C h a n e y 
1 0 5 7 N A T I O N A L P R E S S B U I L D I N G 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 O 0 O 4 [";-.-» 1 ^ 

December 9, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. Schaller n 
Executive Secretary 
to the Mayor-Commissioner With reference to the 
D i s t r i c t Building Three S i s t e r s Bridge 
Washington, D. C. hearings, Dec. 14, 1970 

Dear Mr. Schaller: 

1 endorse the oroposed design of the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge and recommend i t s immediate construction. As an im
portant l i n k towards completion of the metropolitan I n t e r 
state highway program, the need i s definite and urgent. 

The st r u c t u r a l design, consisting of long-soan pre-
stressed concrete, i s an excellent solution for t h i s loca
t i o n . I t has the advantage of only two piers, widely spaced, 
which leave the main r i v e r channel completely free of ob
structions , and provj.de an or^en view of the r i v e r . 

Equally meritorious i s the architectural treatment. 
A study of the model readily shows that the bridge w i l l 
blend harmoniously with the landscare. Bridges have been 
an important part of lean's landscape since e a r l i e s t c i v i l 
i s a t i o n , i'.ot only are they a useful u t i l i t y , but, when 
properly designed,, they become points of in t e r e s t which 
contribute a t t r a c t i v e l y to a c i t y ' s personality and i t s 
l i v i n g a r t . 

Although there are no desV-ms of the same magnitude 
as the Three S i s t e r s proposal existing i n t h i s area, struc
tures of simi3.ar s i s e and design have been used successfully 
elsewhere, iiearly fort-,'- years of my l i f e was spent working 
with concrete design and construction, including prestressed 
concrete, and I do not hesitate to recommend the design now 
i n question. 

I have no business nor f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t i n the de
sign and construction of th i s bridge. I t e s t i f y simply as 
a l o c a l c i t i z e n , who f e e l s that there i s r e a l and urgent 
need for t h i s structure, and for the completion of the metro
politan highway system. Highway user taxes have been c o l l e c t 
ed for the construction of t h i s system since 1956, and col
lections w i l l continue. The people are waiting f o r , and de
serve delivery of the product for which they are being taxed. 

Sincerely yours, 

http://provj.de


JAMES MOORE 

PROPOSED FREEWAY 

My number one a n x i e t y r e g a r d i n g the freeway i s my 

concern f o r the people who w i l l be a f f e c t e d by the b u i l d i n g 

o f the f r e e w a y . I n o r d e r to be f u l l y f r e e i n America we must 

a l l be concern and s h a r e i n the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f h e l p i n g t o 

f i g h t to p r o t e c t a l l the neighborhoods t h a t w i l l be d e s t r o y e d 

by the freeway. A good American i s a t r u e comrade when he 

w i l l i n g l y endeavors t o defend the s e c u r i t y not o n l y i n h i s own 

neighborhood, but i s concern about the w e l f a r e o f people i n 

o t h e r s e c t i o n s . 

The people i n the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia pays t a x e s and 

should be g r a n t e d the p r i v i l e g e to determine how any p r o g r e s s i v e 

development should be de s i g n e d . Many D i s t r i c t O f f i c i a l s a s 

w e l l as members of Congress who can speak out" on b e h a l f of the 

D. C. c i t i z e n s ' o p p o s i t i o n to the f r e e w a y , seem to be tor.gue-

t i e d . These people i n h i g h l e v e l p o s i t i o n s can n e g o t i a t e on 

o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e grounds r e g a r d i n g the c o n t r o v e r s y over the 

freeway and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y rebuke and demand t h a t M e s s r s . N a t c h e r , 

M c M i l l a n , e t a l . , m i t i g a t e t h e i r outrageous adherence to w i t h 

h o l d D. C. money m e r e l y because c e r t a i n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s c a n ' t 
* 

s t a n d d e f e a t . 



With o v e r 25,000 people b e i n g d i s p l a c e d and communities 

d e s t r o y e d , how can the freeway b r i n g a n y t h i n g but d i s c o n t e n t 

and mental agony to the people o f D. C. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W i l l i a m H. N a t c h e r , Democrat, K e n t u c k y , 

Chairman o f the House D i s t r i c t A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Subcommittee, has 

r e f u s e d to r e l e a s e subway funds u n t i l freeway b u i l d i n g proceeds 

to K I S s a t i s f a c t i o n . I f R.ep. Natcher can c a r r y out such a 

p r o p o s a l , then our Governmenc i s not run by the p e o p l e , f o r the 

people. " S e e Rep. B r o y h i l l below. 

I am a c i t i z e n o f the U. S., not l i m i t e d to the D i s t r i c t • 

Columbia and I am i n f a v o r o f u p r o o t i n g a l l the u n j u s t people 

who attempt to c o n t r o l the c o u n t r y . These u n j u s t people who 

r u n the Government a r e not g e n u i n e l y concern w i t h the s e c u r i t y 

and h a p p i n e s s o f a l l the people. Man means n o t h i n g to the un

j u s t p e o p l e , whereas p r o g r e s s and the m a t e r i a l i t e m s a r e what 

r e a l l y c o u n t s . However, God c r e a t e d man i n H i s own image 

and f o r t h i s r e a s o n , people a r e God's chosen c r e a t i o n . 

("Footnote) I t was announced over the r a d i o December 14, 1970, 
t h a t a f t e r n e g o t i a t i o n s , Rep. B r o y h i l l has d e c i d e d 
not to w i t h h o l d D. C. f u n d s . 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T C F H I G H W A Y S 

xxrccxxxxxrcococcx 
BOX 671, OJLPEPER, VA 22701 

December 15, 1970 

Mr. Jen Van Dor Vate 
P. 0. Box 256 
Vienna, V i r g i n i a 221S0 

Dear Mr. Van Per Vate: 

Subject: Route I-?>6, Arlington Covnfcy 
Project 0066-000-102,C506.C507 

and Route 266, Project 02C5-000-101.C501 
0265-000-103,B603 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of Decerabcr 14 
regarding the subject projects. 

Ycur o r i g i n a l l e t t e r w i l l be nade a part of the 
record of the 1-66 hearing, A Xerox co^y of your l e t t e r 
io being sent to the Office of the Mayor-Corsaiasioner, 
Washington, U C, i o r inclusion i n the record of the 1-266 
(Three l i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n these projects i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk / 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



F R O M TIff i D E S K O F 

JAN van der V A T E P. O. Box 266 V i e n n a , Va . 22180 

December 11+, 1970 
Dear r.r. >'cpe: 

As a longtime resident of / i r r i n i u , -.no is 
bein-3 oveirrhelmeo by the rereading blight of urbanization, 
I wish to be laced cn record as being opposed to both the 
extension of Int e r s t a t e 66 una th- building of the Three 
Sisters bridge. I am, hcvever, strongly i n favor of an 
adeouute syste-r: of r:-nid t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s . 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 15, 1570 

Mr, Thoau G. Crcuch 
Suite 604 
Arlington Trust Huilding 

Court 'louse Head. I.orth 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

Dear Mr* Crouch: 

Subject: r.outa I-G6, Arlington County 
Project 0066-000-102,C505 ,C507 

and Eoato 266, Project 026S-000-101,C5fll 
0266-000-103,3605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Th.—i'.; you for your conmmication of Decerbcr 15 
regarding the ~ub j c c t projects; 

Your original l e t t e r v i l l be nado a part of tha 
record of the 1-66 hearing, A Xerox copy of your l a t t e r 
i c being sent to the Offica of tha Mayor-Con^icaionar, 
Washington, D C, for inclusion i n tha record of tha 1-266 
(Three S i s t e r s Dricge) hearing. 

Your interest i n thece projects i s ..'-predated. 

cc - I l r I!artin K Schaller, \rith correspondence. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pic 

file:///rith


C R O U C H & cnoucn 
A T T O R N E Y S A.T L A W 

SUITE v& 604 
A R L I N G T O N T R U S T B U I L D I N G 

1 5 1 3 C O U R T H O U S E R O A D . N O R T H 

A R L I N G T O N , V I R G I N I A . 2 2 2 0 1 

( 7 0 3 ) 8 2 5 - 0 1 0 0 

December 15, 1970 

Hon. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

Re: 1-66 and Three S i s t e r s Bridge 
Design Hearings 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

I am s o r r y that I was not able to speak at the p u b l i c hearing held 
on 1-66 Design on the 7th of December, 1970. I was at the hearing on 
tha t date but did not get an opportunity to speak and was unable to 
a t t e n d the continuation of the hearing. I r e s i d e a t 3300 North Glebe 
Road, A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a and am a l s o the Chairman of Western F a i r f a x 
Progress A s s o c i a t i o n , an o r g a n i z a t i o n of landowners, developers and 
r e s i d e n t s of western F a i r f a x County representing approximately two-
t h i r d s of the acreage i n the B u l l Run Planning D i s t r i c t . 

I think i t was an unfortunate choice to have held the hearing i n 
a high school next to the proposed right-of-way for 1-66 but i t seems 
that no matter where the hearing was held, a large number of the r e s i 
dents of A r l i n g t o n County would oppose i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n as i t does have 
adverse e f f e c t s on the persons who l i v e near i t and w i l l cause some 
d i v e r s i o n of l o c a l t r a f f i c that must cross i t s path. From experience 
i n l i v i n g on Glebe Road for the l a s t s i x t e e n y e a r s , approximately 
t h i r t y - f i v e feet from the right-of-way, I b e l i e v e those opposed to the 
highway over-emphasize the noise f a c t o r and c e r t a i n l y the p o l l u t i o n 
f a c t o r was misrepresented by these same i n t e r e s t s as i t appears that 
c a r s t r a v e l i n g the 1-66 c o r r i d o r at high speeds would be much, much 
l e s s of an a i r p o l l u t a n t than cars t r a v e l i n g at a much slower r a t e of 
speed on Lee Highway and Route 50 and other major commuting a r t e r i e s 
i n A r l i n g t o n County. 

As to the opposition general^to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 1-66 and the 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge, I b e l i e v e that these people have not given due 
co n s i d e r a t i o n to these two p r o j e c t s but i f they have, they are c e r t a i n l y 
v e r y s e l f i s h people and poor neighbors to others who w i l l use 1-66 and 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. People of F a i r f a x County and the people i n 
other areas of V i r g i n i a and uhe United S t a t e s where i n t e r s t a t e highways 
have been constructed have s u f f e r e d the same inconveniencesjand damages 



to property that the opponents to 1-66 complain of. Now that i t has come 
to the time for the c o n s t r u c t i o n of an i n t e r s t a t e highway through t h e i r 
community, they complain loudly f o r g e t t i n g that they use the i n t e r s t a t e 
highways through other peoples communities f o r t h e i r convenience. I do 
not b e l i e v e that the Highway Department should be swayed i n the l e a s t by 
t h e i r opposition, to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 1-66 and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

I am i n accord with the Chamber of Commerce that 1-66 and the Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge should be completed as soon as po s s i b l e and that only^'ti^ose 
a d d i t i o n s f o r noise abatement should be added to i t s design that can be 
added without delaying the completion of these p r o j e c t s . The reason I 
f e e l t hat these p r o j e c t s should be completed with a l l d e l i b e r a t e speed 
i s t h a t the commuter t r a f f i c through A r l i n g t o n County at the present i s 
almost i n t o l e r a b l e because of the l a c k of an i n t e r s t a t e highway and I 
b e l i e v e that before 1-66 and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge are completed that 
the t r a f f i c s i t u a t i o n w i l l have reached a chaotic s t a t e . 

I would l i k e t h i s l e t t e r to be made a pa r t of the record of the 
1-66 Design hearing and a part of the record of the p u b l i c hearing on 
the Design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge as approving the Fi n e A r t s design 
f o r t h a t bridge and I a l s o ask that t h i s l e t t e r be considered as expressing 
the views not only of me but a l s o of the Western F a i r f a x Progress Associ
a t i o n . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

THOMAS G. CROUCH 

TGC/mb 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O K V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

TesaaaaoBCXXXXXXXXX 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 16, 1370 

Hr. James T. Richards, J r . 
9021 North Grant Avenue 
Manassas, Vir g i n i a 22110 

Dear Mr. Richards: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D G 

Thank you for your communication of Dacerber 12, 
I t i 3 being forwarded to tha o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner, Washington, DC, for inclusion i n the 
record of the 1-266 (Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n this natter i s very nuch 
appreciated. 

• 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr I L i r t i n K Schaller, with correspondence. 







C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

DEC 21 ; ? 
xxxxxxxxxxxxincacx 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 16, 1970 C 

Dr. Richard L. Ronfield 
2200 Leeland 
F a l l s Church, V i r g i n i a 22043 

Dear Dr. Renfield: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0255-000-101,0501 
0256-000-103,B605 

Arlington County ana Washington, D C 

Thank yen for your communication of December 13. 
I t i s being £or.:ardsd to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Co^nissicner, Washington, D C, for inclusion i n tha 
record or the 1-2-36 (Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest I n this uatter i s very touch 
appreciated. 

\ \ S \ Sincerely, 

D. B, gone 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH ^ ~~~ 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



RICHARD L RENFIELD 
2200 LEE LAND 
FALLS CHURCH VA 

22043 



RECEIVED 
DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS 

DEC15 1970 
DIST. OFFICE 

CULPEPER, I X 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

Bsc*! I : i - 70 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

Deccrsbcr 16, 1970 

Hr. Jack Van Valkcnburgh 
1573 Preston Road 
Alexandria, Virginia 22202 

Dear Hr. Van Valkenburghi 

Subject: Route 265, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103.B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your corssunication of December 13. 
I t I s being forwarded to the office of tha Mayor-
Cocaaissionar, Washington, D C, for Inclusion i n the 
record of the 1-266 (Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n th i s matter i s very such 
appreciated, \ 

\ Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DB2-I 
pk 

cc - Hr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



RECEIVED 
DEPT. OF HIGH,'/A VS 

D E C 1 5 1970 
DfST. OFFICE 

CULPEPER, VA. 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 16, 1970 

Hr. Harrison Mann 
Attorney and Co'msellor at Law 
S15 15th Street, H. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Bear Hr. Mann: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
0256-000-103,1!605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 11. 
I t I s being for'>.v.rriod to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner, Washington, DC, f o r inclusion i n tha 
record of tha 1-256 (Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your in t e r e s t i n th i s natter i s very much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH ^ — -
pk /" 

, / 
cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



HAJRKISON MANX 
ATTOBKBY AN'IJ COIINSEIXOB AT LAW- s i s IS™ ST., N. W. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 0 5 
1202) 6 2 8 - 5 3 8 3 

December 11, 1970 

i-ir. .0. P. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
Department of Highways 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 

Dear S i r : 

Because of a series of business engagements on the Ujth, I 
do not expect to be able to attend the hearing on that date rel a t i n g 
to the design of the Three i i s t e r s Oridge. 

while I have no competence i n the f i e l d of engineering and 
must of necessity leave such matters to the better informed, I note 
that the hearinj i s not confined solely to that feature, but i n 
cludes as v e i l s o c i a l , economic and environmental effects of the 
design proposal. 

As a person long active in the p o l i t i c a l and c i v i c l i f e of 
Arlington I have conversed with a great many people. While tnere 
are those who nat u r a l l y f e e l they w i l l be adversely affected and 
therefore can offer every reason for opposition, from environmental 
to esthetic, the vast majority of our c i t i z e n s recognize the need 
for additional access routes to the u i s t r i c t and '.lorthern V i r g i n i a . 

Of necessity, when the need i o r a road or a bridge i s de
termined on, there must be a cnoice of location, while a member of 
the General Assembly of V i r g i n i a I reviewed a l l possible a l t e r n a t i v e s 
and from the standpoint of the Vi r g i n i a shore and approach I cannot 
suggest a better location which w i l l adversely a f f e c t fewer people, 
or interfere l e s s with many of the considerations l i s t e d unaer the 
heading of " s o c i a l , etc." e f f e c t s . 

I t r u s t that authorities w i l l get on with the job as the 
t r a f f i c problem both from the standpoint of V i r g i n i a and the d i s 
t r i c t becomes worse d a i l y . 

HM/ds 

Sry t r u l y yours, 

Harrison Mann 
DEPT. OF H>o! :.;)':•»• 

D E C 1 1 1 9 7 0 
DIST. OFFICE 

CULPEPER. V. i. 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

D:C2! j 7 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 16, 1970 

Mr. Glen 0. Pyle3 
Pylcs Lu:i>cr Ccr.pany 
6210 Allentown Rend 
Washington, D. C. 20023 

Dear Mr. Pyles: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 12. 
I t I s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of tha Hayor-
Cormiscior.er, Washington, D C, for inclusion i n the 
record ox the 1-266 (Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your Interest i n thi3 natter i s vary much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH ^ ' — 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

C2I I 37 PM *70 

xxxxxxz:cn:xxxxxxx 
D BOX 671, CUtPEPElj VA 22701 

Deccr-ber 16, 1970 

Gladys D. Schubert 
604 Beverly Drive 
Alexandria, Virginia 22305 

Dear Madera: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,2605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your coraaunleatlon of Deccrber 13. 
I t i s being forwarded to the office of the Mayor-
Coomlssioner, Washington, D C, for inclusion in the 
record of the 1-266 (Three Sisters Bridge) hearing. 

Your in t e r e s t I n t h i s r a t t e r i 3 very much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

cc - Mr Martin K. Schaller, with correspondence. 



- i GLADYS 0 SCHUBERT 
604 BEVERLY DR 
ALEXANDRIA VA 

22305 

RECEIVED I 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 
D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
Decer_ber 16, 1970 

Mr. Robert L. Montague, I I I 
100 South Royal Street #3 
Alexandria, V i r g i n i a 22314 

Bear l i r . Montague: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103.B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 14 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner, Washington, D C, for inclusion i n the 
record of the 1-266 (Three Sisters Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n th i s natter i s very much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



LAW O F F I C E 

R O B E R T i . . MONTAGUE. Ill 
100 S O U T H R O Y A L S T R E E T # 3 

A L E X A N D R I A . V I R O I N I A 22s 14 

T E L E P H O N E 7 0 3 6 4 9 - 8 2 8 6 

December 14, 1970 

Mr. E . B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

I w r i t e t o o f f e r my comments i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
t h e proposed Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e , which I u n d e r s t a n d you 
are p r e s e n t l y s o l i c i t i n g s t a t e m e n t s on. 

3y way of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , 1 am Chairman of the 
A l e x a n d r i a E n v i r o n m e n t a l P o l i c y Commission and S t a t e c o -
chairman of the American Bar A s s o c i a t i o n ' s E n v i r o n m e n t a 1 
Q u a l i t y Committee. I am a l s o an o f f i c e r of the Northern 
V i r g i n i a C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l . I t i s not p o s s i b l e f o r me 
t o appear i n person a t the h e a r i n g , but I do w i s h t o e x p r e s s 
my p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h i s p r o j e c t . I am not 
s p e a k i n g o f f i c i a l l y f o r any of the aforementioned o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s . 

I am co n v i n c e d t h a t i t would be a s e r i o u s e r r o r 
t o f u r t h e r s t i m u l a t e automotive t r a f f i c growth u n t i l Rapid. 
T r a n s i t has been i n s t a l l e d i n the n a t i o n a l C a p i t a l A r e a and 
been g i v e n an o p p o r t u n i t y t o prove i t s e f f i c a c y . I b e l i e v e 
t h a t t he proposed b r i d g e w i l l menace r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s , park-
l a n d s , and our environment f a r beyond i t s immediate l o c a t i o n . 
T h e r e w i l l be a s u b s t a n t i a l a d v e r s e e f f e c t on the beauty of 
th e Potomac R i v e r Gorge and the N a t i o n a l Park A r e a s a s s o c i a t e d , 
t h e r e w i t h . I t would a l s o t r i g g e r other freeway development i n 
the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l A r e a and s e r v e t o i n c r e a s e t h e b l i g h t e n -
in g t r a f f i c l o a d on t h e p r o j e c t e d I n t e r s t a t e 6G through A r i s 
i n g t on C ou nty. 

RECEIVED] 
DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS I 

DEC15 1970 j 

DIST. OFFICE' 
CULPEPER, VA\ 



I n terms of sound t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t o t a l p l a n n i n g 
f o r t h i s a r e a , I am among those who c o n s i d e r the Three S i s t e r 
B r i d g e p r o j e c t u t t e r l y l a c k i n g i n genuine j u s t i f i c a t i o n a t 
t h i s t i m e . I do not b e l i e v e t h a t the e n v i r o n m e n t a l impact 
has been g i v e n adequate c o n s i d e r a t i o n and I s i n c e r e l y hope 
t h a t you w i l l do so b e f o r e r e a c h i n g a f i n a l dec I s ion., w i t h 
r e s p e c t t h e r e t o . *»v-.̂ , 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

Robert L. Montague, I I I 

RLM:mc 

c c : The Hon. H a r r y F. Byrd 
The Hon. W i l l i a m B. Spong 
The Hon. J o e l T. B r o y h i l l 

j r . 
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COMMONWEALTH OF V IRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxxxx: aasxxxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPSR, VA 22701 

Decerier 15, 1970 

Leah J . Stevans 
1201 S. Court House Road 
Arlinatoa, V i r j i n i a 22204 

Dear Hadani 
Subject: Route 265, Project 0266-000-101,C501 

0266-000-103,B605 
Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Than'c you for your cor—unicaticn of Decerber 14. 
I t i s being fcr./ardad to the o f f i c e of tha Mayor-
Coaraisrsicnar, Washington; D C, for inclusion i n tha 
record of tha 1-256 (Three Sioter3 Bridge) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n this natter i s very nuch 
appreciated. 

Sincerelv, 

D. 3. Pope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr l l a r t i n K Schallar, with correspondence. 

* 



1201 S. Court House Hoad 
A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a 22201). 

December H i , 1970 

Mr« D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Dept. o f Highways 
Culoep e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Hr. Hope: 

I would l i k e to p r o t e s t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Three 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e and the c r e a t i o n o f another* i n t e r s t a t e 
highway i n t o Washington. B e i n g a d a i l y commuter i n t o 
Washington from A r l i n g t o n , I am q u i t e aware of the 
t r a f f i c and ex h a u s t fumes a l o n g highways wh i c h I have 
no a l t e r n a t i v e but to a c c e p t . 

C o n s t r u c t i o n o f new roadways o n l y encourages t o h e i g h t e n 
t h e nuriber of v e h i c l e s , w h i c h are too numerous a t p r e s e n t . 
People a r e not a l w a y s r e s p o n s i b l e nor knowledgable and 
i n e v i t a b l y t a k e advantage o f a new o p p o r t u n i t y ( o r i s 
i t an o p p o r t u n i t y ? ) to get out and d r i v e . 

I suppose i t i s f a t e t h a t I ir.ust a c c e p t not o n l y i r r e 
s p o n s i b l e people's h a b i t s but a l s o i r r e s p o n s i b l e l e g i s 
l a t o r s ' w h i n s , such as H a t c h e r . I had hoped, w i t h 
i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r f e r e n c e by i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , t a k e 
o v e r of r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s by c o m r i e r c i a l , and i n c r e a s i n g 
p o l l u t i o n , i t would be o t h e r w i s e . However, 1 f e a r not* 
Hapid r a i l t r a n s i t doesn't seem t o s t a n d a chance. 

S i n c e r e l y , w 

Leah J . S t e v e n s 

c c : V i r g i n i a Dent, of S a n i t a t i o n 
Governor Linwood HoIton 
Sen. H a r r y F. By r d 
Sen. W i l l i a m B. Spong 
H a t c h e r ' s Co rami11 ee 
Congressman J o e l T. B r o y h i l l DISK oFria-: 

CVLIWKII VA* 



COMMONWEALTH OF' V IRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

21 I • FT* -70 

xx:ix;csxx:ix:cccocxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 16, 1970 

Mrs. William L. 3mson, J r . 
3415 Halcyon Drive 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22305 

Dear I Irs. Sanson: 

Subject: Iloute 266, Project 0265-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,Lj05 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your ccranunication of December 14. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Uayor-
Comissioner, Ua . -5hingt .0n, D C, for inclusion i n the 
record of tha 1-266 (Throe S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n this natter i s very rauch 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
• 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

D3II 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

http://Ua.-5hingt.0n


MRS. WILLIAM L. B CNSON, JR. 
3 4 1 5 HALCYON DRIVE 

ARL mfUon. V i r g i n i a .IZo 0 5 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O K V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxx>z<x:ocnrx:ccncrx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 16, 1970 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Breedlove 
1313 Congress Street 
Wooclb ridge, Virginia 22191 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ereedlovo: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
0265-000-103.B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your coiamunication of December 14. 
I t 13 boing fon/ardad to tha o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Coiuuissioner, Washington, D C, Cor inclusion i n the 
record of the 1-266 (Throe Slaters Bridge) hearing. 

Your in t e r e s t i n this natter i s very ouch 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
rile 
pk ^ 
cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF V IRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
Deccirf>er 16, 1970 

Y.r. Chester H. Grey 
2C17 To. Kensington Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22205 

Hear Mr. Gray: 

Subject: Route 266, Froject 0255-000-101,0501 
0555-000-103,£5^5 

Arlington Covnty and Washington, D C 
Thank you for your ccrr-.unic-.tion of Dcccriar 8. 

I t i s br.ing forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Keyor-
Comlssioner, Washington, D C, for inclusion in the 
record of the 1-255 ("tree Sisters Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n t h i s r a t t e r i s very much 
spprecistsd. 

fir.ee r e l y , 

D. D. Hope 
D i s t r i c t En-.ir.cer 

D3B 
pk 

cc - Hr Martin K JJchcller, With correspondence. 

http://ccrr-.unic-.tion
http://fir.ee


2017 No. Kensington S t r e e t 
A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a 22205 
December 8, 1970 

D i r e c t o r 
V i r g i n i a S t a t e Highway Department 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a 
Dear S i r : 
As a r e s i d e n t of A r l i n g t o n County f o r over 10 y e a r s , f i v e 
o f these as a home-owner, I w r i t e to i n d i c a t e my support 
o f the Three S i s t e r s ' Bridge, 1-266. 
With current i n f l a t i o n - a n d p o l i t i c a l disagreements, the 
Washington Metro System i s i n some jeopardy. Even 
assuming f u l l completion, however, the Bridge and 1-66 are 
mandatory i f the County i s going to untangle i t s s t r e e t s 
from a l l the through t r a f f i c t h a t now burdens the road 
network. 

Please be advised t h a t I support responsible^highway develop
ment i n Northern V i r g i n i a . 

S i n c e r e l y j 

Chester H. Gray 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O K V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxr.>n<x3c7sccxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

Decer.ber 16, 1970 

E l l a R. P f e i f f e r 
231C Ninth Street, North 
Apartment 301 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22201 

Daar Madaai 

Subject: Route 256, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0255-000-103,3605 

Arlington County end Washington, D C 
Thank you f o r your cor.nunication of December 14. 

I t Irs being forwarded to tha o f f i c e of the Mivor-
Cornnissioner, Washington, DC, for inclusion i n the 
record of tha 1-265 (Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your Interest i n this r a t t e r i s very rruch 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

D3II 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

5!d 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 15, 1970 

Mrs Duval H Tyler 
Dover Dara 
Middleburg, V i r g i n i a 22117 

Dear Mrs T y l c r i 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0255-000-101,C5Q1 
0256-000-103,B605 

P.rlir.jton County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 12. 
I t i s being forwarded to the off i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner* Washington, C, for inclusion i n tha 
record of the J-266 (Three S i 3 t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t in t h i s rratter i s very much 
appreciated. 

cc - Mr Martin K S c h a l l e r , w i t h correspondence. 

Sincerely, 

D 3 Hope 
D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 

DBB 
pk 



M K S . D U V A L - H . T Y L E R D O V E R D A M M I D D L E B U R G . V I R G I N I A 2 2 1 1 7 

Dear Kr. Hope: Tha Three S i s t e r s Bridge project i s 
ut t e r l y and indefensibly wrong. 

Sapid Transit i s the only solution to t r a f f i c congestion. 

sincerely 
Dec. 12th. 1970 lira, Juval Tyler 



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

Interstate 
roai-^r. rv ".e hear5 
Thrte f i r - t s r s E r i i g a 

E r . V ' i l l i a a F. Fischer, J r . , 
1C224 Lawyers .cidj 
?ie;aia, V i r g i n i a , 

Dear hr, Biocherj 

A \ 

P.O. Eox .'̂ 9 
F a i r f - c , Vir 

Very t r u l y yours, 

uZP. - . : t , J / , ' 

lcb/asr 
Cy «* Kr. B. Hoo™. D i s t r i c t Engineer 



W I L L I A M F . B L O C H F . R , J R . 
1 0 2 ^ 1 L A W Y E R S R O A D 

V I E I tNA, V I R 01 N I A 2 : 2 10 O 

1 3 / 

December 11, 1970 

The V i r g i n i a Dept. of Highways 
P. 0. Box 429 
F a i r f a x , V i r g i n i a 22030 
Gentle men: 

I would l i k e to take a moment to comment 
on the design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and 
1-266 as proposed by the V i r g i n i a and D. C. D i s t 
r i c t s of Highways. A f t e r reviewing the plan s , i t 
appears to me that the more expensive design which 
has been approved by the Fine Arts Commission i s 
the most d e s i r a b l e design. 

Furthermore, as a re s i d e n t of V i r g i n i a and 
a native of Washington, I would l i k e to take t h i s 
opportunity to urge you.to complete t h i s p r o j e c t 
as soon as p o s s i b l e . This -bridge and the highways 
which are proposed f o r i t are an i n t e g r a l part of 
a balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system f o r the metro
p o l i t a n area. T h i s 1 s t a t e needs the bridge and i t s 
r e l a t e d highways . 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

WFB , JR : og William F. B l o d i e r , J r 



COMMONWEALTH OF V IRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxx xjaoocnnacx 
BOX. 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

Dccenbor 15, 1970 

Mr. Joseph C. Gouldea 
l i e f e r , Executive Connittca 
6412 - 22d Tvoad North 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22205 

Daar Mr, Goulden: 

Subject: Routs 1-66, Arlington County 
Project 0066-000-102,C5Q6,C507 

and Route 266, Froject 0266-000-101,C501 
0266-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and Washington, I) C 

Thank you for your communication of Ueccnber 12 
regarding the subject projects. 

Your c r i ~ i n . i l l e t t e r w i l l be mde a part of the 
record of the 1-66 bearing. A Xerox copy of your l e t t e r 
i s bein? cent to the Office of the Hayor-Cocssdaaionor, 
flashing ton, 0 C, for inclusion i n the record of the 1-266 
(Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n these projects i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hone 
D i s t r i c t Bugineer 

DP.H 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin X Schaller, with correspondence. 

http://cri~in.il


S T E W A R T - T U C K A H O E P A R E N T - T E A C H E R . A S S O C I A T I O N 

A R L I N G T O N 13, V I R G I N I A 

6416 - 22fl Road North 
A r l i n g t o n , 7a. 2 2 0 5 
December 12, 1970 

Mr. D. C. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer X v 

Department of highways 
Box S71 
Culpepper, Va. 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 
Submitted herewith arc r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by our 

a s s o c i a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g to ( a ) the Rosslyn-GKLebe Road segment 
of 1-66; and (b) the Route 253 p r o j e c t , I t i s the w i s h cf 
the a s s o c i a t i o n that they be included i n the record of the 
design hearings on each of there freeway p r o j e c t s . The Route 
266 r e s o l u t i o n i n c o r - e r a t J S the 1-65 r e s o l u t i o n by r e f e r e n c e , 
and a carbon i s at cached f o r the department's convenience. 

I am submitting thes: r e s o l u t i o n s by a u t h o r i t y of 
the unanimous vo.e of our executive committee at the meeting 
on Decemb;r 8, 1070. i l i a Szewart-Tu chance PTA has a membership 
of approximately 67 5 persons, mostly homeowners, r e s i d i n g i n the 
E * s t F a l l s Church ana Overlee K n o l l s s e c t i o n s of K o r t h A r l i n g t o n . 
For your information* our f i r s t p ublic meeting t h i s year was 
devoted to a presentation on 1-66 and she metro by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
cf your department and the A r l i n g t o n County Department of Trans
p o r t a t i o n . As you w i l l note ire-:: the r e s o l u t i o n s , our c i t i z e n s 
are by no means convinced of the wisdom of these p r o j e c t s , and 
f e e l they should be heard on a most basi c cuostion — that i s , 
are these freeways r e a l l y necessary end d e s i r a b l e ? I speak f o r 
the executive committee i n s t a t i n g that I am appalled a t the 
testimony on the amount of a i r ana noise p o l l u t i o n that w i l l be 
brought to our county by these freeways. 

S i n c e r e l y , 
\ 

Jo eph 1 C. Gould en 
"ember, E x e c u t i v e Committee 

RECEIVED 
DEPT. or IHGIIWA YS 

DEC15 1970 

DIST. OFFICE 
cvi.vF.rrR. r.-i; 



„cord} 

Whereas, tha present route of I n t e r s t a e Highway 1-55 was 
approved more than a decade ago, when n e g l i g i b l e informed o f f i c i a l 
and public thought had been devoted to the dams e done to American 
communities by she a i r and noise p o l l u t i o n created by urban f r e e 
ways , and 

Whereas, 1-55 as p r e s e n t l y designed c o n s t i t u t e s a c l e a r 
and present danger to the welfare and e c u c a t i c n of c h i l d r e n c f 
cur school d i s t r i c t who are and w i l l be attending Swanson J u n i o r 
high Scxiool, and 

Whereas, the design of the 1-65 segment from Rosslyn to 
Glebe Road threatens the very existence of **age ana Jackson 
elementary schools and 'fashington-Lee High Schools, a l l i n t e g r a l 
p a r t s cf the Arlingtox County school system, and 

Whereas, the design of the Rosslyn-Glebe Road segment of 
1-56 inescapably w i l l a f f e c t the design of the remainder of 1-65 
i n A r l i n g t o n County, as w e l l as ether planned freeways,and 

Whereas, no c r e d i b l e evidence e x i s t s t h a t 1-63 i s e s s e n t i a l 
to the r e l i e f of t r a f f i c congestion i n i*rl3ngton County, 

Be i t hereby r e s o l v e d : The executive soemittee of the 
Stewart-:,uchahoe Parent-Teacher A s s o c i a t i c n urges i n the strongest 
f a s h i o n thai.: 

1 . The V i r g i n i a Highways Department suspend immediately 
a l l work on 1-63 i n A r l i n g t o n County, i n c l u d i n g ac
q u i s i t i o n o 1' r i ght -of -w ay; 

2. The A r l i n g t o n County Board take the i n i t i a t i v e i n securing 
new public hearings to s o l i c i t p u b l i c opinion on whither 
cons t r u c t i o n c f 1-55 and other portion, s of the county 
freeway pro ram i s e s s e n t i a l i n view of ( a ) pr .sent t r a f f i c 
p r o j e c t i o n s ; (b) the a v a i l a b i l i t y of a l t e r n a t e means 
of transper ca t i o n , i n c l u d i n g "he Metro rapid u r a n s i t 
system and the use of high-3psed bus l a n e s ; and ( c ) the 
grave environmental damage that i n v a r i a b l y i s caused by 
freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

3. The fashing ton Metropolitan Transportation A u t h o r i t y 
proceed v i t a a l l p->ssible ;peeo to complete the rapid 
t r s n s i t system to provide Her them V i r g i n i a r e s i d e n t s 
w i t h an al t a m a t i v e means of r a v e l . 

The Stewart-Tuckahoe Parent-Teacher A s s o c i a t i o n shares 
the concern of other c i t i z e n groups ever Lhe a i r and noise p o l l u t i o n 
problems that would be caused by c o n s t r u c t i o n cf 1-65, and urges 
r e s p e c t f u l l y but f i r m l y that our county and s t a t e o f f i c i a l s have 
the courage to h a l t m i s freeway blunder i n mid-course before i t 
does i r r e p a r a b l e harm to our community. 

Adopted by unanimous vote on 
December 6, 1G70. « 



TShereas, the marginal u t i l i t y of I n t e r s t a t e Highway 266 
I s dependent upon con s t r u c t i o n of i t s companion frewwey, I n t e r 
s t a t e highway 6.5, and 

Whereas, the Stew rt-Tuckahoe Parent-Teacher A s s o c i a t i o n 
opposes the present design of 1-65 f o r the reasons expressed i n 
the attached separata r e s o l u t i o n , and 

Whereas, the intended design of 1-226 i n v o l v e s damage to 
Spout Run and the Spout Run Parkway that c h a r i t a b l y can be 
described as e c o l o g i c a l vandalism, and 

Whereas, no a l t e r n a t e cesigns have been submitted thnt 
wduld permit ccn s t r u c t i o n of a freeway i n the Spout Run v a l l e y 
without wanton damage to the scenic conditions now e x i s t i n g 
ther e; a nd 

Whereas, the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s "necessary" ohly 
as a component of a t o t a l l y unnecess ry package, 

Be I t hereby r e s o l v e d : The executive committee of the 
Stewart-Tuckahoe arenS-Teach?r A s s o c i a t i o n urges i n the 
stro n g e s t f a s h i o n t h a t : 

1 . The V i r g i n i a Department c f Highways and the D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia Department of highways and - r a f f l e abandon the 1-255 
and Three S i t t e r s p r o j e c t s f o r t h w i t h , 

2. The A r l i n g t o n ^ounty Bcsi'd e x o r c i s e tiie p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s h i p necess..ry to :rotect i t s c o n s t i t u e n t c i t i z e n s from 
f u r t h e r encroachment by unmantcesary and d e s t r u c t i v e freeway 
proje c t s . 

The Stawart-Tuckahoe Parent-Teacher A s s o c i a t i o n shares 
the concern of other c i t i z e n groups ever the a i r and noise 
p o l l u t i o n problems that would be ceased by c o n s t r u c t i o n c f 
1-265 under j^gv a s s i g n , . nd urges r e s >ectfully but f i r m l y that 
our county and s t a t e o f f i c i a l s hove tha courage to h a l t t h i s 
freeway blunder i n mis-course before i t dees i r r e p a r a b l e harm 
to our co mmuni ty. 

Adopted by unanimous vote on 
December 8, 1970. 



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

>arxx:Quoi:caooc>rxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 15, 1970 

Kr. Charias A. Higgins 
2904 liidison Place 
F a l l s Cnurch, V i r g i n i a 22042 

Dear Kr. niacins: 

Subject: Poute 1-56, Arlington County 

Thank you for 3'cnir cor-Tninicaticn of December 10 
regarding the subject projects. 

Your or i g i n a l let*.~r ' . . ' i l l be rade a part of the 
record of the 1-66 hearing* A Xerox copy of your l e t t e r 
13 being ".eat to the C i f i c a of tha K&yor-CoirdLssioner, 
Washington, 3> C, for inclusion i n the record or the 1-266 
(Three S i s t e r s Bri;ir,c) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t . i n these projects i s appreciated. 

cc - Mr Kartin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

Project 00$6-OCSO-102,C50S,C$07 

and y.oute 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
02^5-000-103,BG05 

Arlington County and Washington, D G 

Sincarely, 

D. B. Kope 
D i s t r i c t bngineer 

DBH 
pk 
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December 10, 1970 

Honorable 0. B. Hope X v. 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpepper, V i r g i n i a 22701 
Dear S i n 

Having read and heard discussed the routo of I n t e r s t a t e 65 
from the Beltway to Rosslyn, and the con s t r u c t i o n of the Throe 
l i s t e r s Bridge, I wish to have the f o l l o w i n g request made a 
part of the Pu b l i c r e a r i n g records held on Docomber 7, 1970 
and December 14, 1970 r e s p e c t i v e l y : 

( a ) Be i t known that T recommend aoproval of the present 
design of I n t e r s t a t e 65 and V266 wi t h whatever 
a d d i t i o n a l screening and p o l l u t i o n abatement that can 
be added without causing any delay i n the const r u c t i o n 
thereof . 

(b) T a l s o recommend approval of the design of the Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge, s e l e c t e d by the Fine A r t s Commission 
and f u r t h e r recommend completion of the con s t r u c t i o n 
without f u r t h e r delay. 

Please make enclosed carbon copy a part of the public 
hearing of December 14-th on the Three S i s t e r s 'fridge. 

Thanking you i n advance, I remain 
Si n c e r e l y yours, 

Charlos A. Riggins 2904 Madison Place 
F a l l s Church, V i r g i n i a 22042 

CAR:eh 
E n d : 1 carbon copy 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O C V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

DfcZI ! . g p '70 

D. 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 15, 1970 
* r 

Mr. Harry V. Ecndall 
6231 Leesburg Pike 
Suite 205 
Fal l s Church, Virginia 22044 

tear Hr. Bendall: 

Subject: Route 1-56, Arlington County 
Project 0066-000-102,C506,C507 

and Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103.B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your cosmmieatlon of December 11 
regarding tha subject projects. 

Your original letter w i l l ba nade a part of tha 
record of the 1-66 hearing. A Xerox copy of your letter 
i s being sent to the Office of the Kayor-Coianlaslonttr, 
Washington< i> C, for incluaion i n the record of the 1-266 
(Three Sisters Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest in these projects i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

0. 3. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence, 



R E A L E S T A T E A S S O C I A T E S of Virginia, inc. 

6 2 3 1 Leesburg P ike, Su i te 2 0 6 • 

Area Code 7 0 3 • * 5 3 4 - 6 0 4 0 

Fa i l s Chu r ch , Va . 2 2 0 4 4 

December 1 1 , 1970 

PEYTON KLOPFENSTKIN 

Vice Pretirirnt 

PETE FLOROS 

Stcrf.lary-TrcafiH rer 

T O M L . BARROW 

Senior Auociati 

HARRY W . B E N D A L L 

Aetociate Broken 

GEORGE DEWEY, JR. 
J A M E S J . MACPHERSON 

Asttociiies 
R U T H W . H I L L 

J U A N J . V A L L D E J U L I 
E U G E N E J . R ICE 

PETER G . ROUSHAKES 
RICHARD C . D U N H A M 

Mr. D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpepper, V i r g i n i a 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

I would l i k e to express my favorable opinion f o r the com
p l e t i o n of the plans, design and co n s t r u c t i o n of both Route 1-66 
and the ''Three S i s t e r s Bridge." 

Through my many a c t i v i t i e s and personal contacts i n Northern 
V i r g i n i a , such as Chairman of the Advisory Board of A.A.A., 
Transportation Committee of Northern V i r g i n i a Real E s t a t e Board 
and other C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n s , a l l s o p h i s t i c a t e d , s o l i d , and v i t a l l y 
i n t e r e s t e d people i n the fu t u r e of Northern V i r g i n i a are unanimous 
i n the opinion t h a t these p r o j e c t s are w e l l over duel 

HWB/aj 
Harry W. Bendall 

c c : Mr. Douglas B. Fugate 
Mr. Glen T. Lashlev 

C O M M E R C I A L , I N D U S T R I A L & I N V E S T M E N T V I R G I N I A • M A R Y L A N D • W A S H I N G T O N , D.C. 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

x : n o a o : x x > o c x x x x 
BOX 671, C U I i P E P E R . VA 22701 

December 1 5 , 1 9 7 0 

l i r a D a v i d J weltman 
3D35 Minnesota Avenue K D 
Washington, D c 20019 

Dear -ire Weltmam 

Su b j e c t : Route 1-66, A r l i n g t o n county 
P r o j e c t 006S-C00-l02,C5G6,CoJ7 

and Route 256, Project; 0266-000-101,C501 
5233£o00-»103,B605 

A r l i n g t o n County-end Washington* D C 

Thank you f o r year cc smunication of December 10 
regarding the s»u -jeetv pxpicW33« 

Your o r i g i n a l l e t t e r v i l l be made a p a r t of the 
record of the .1-56 h e a r i n g , h Xerox copy of your l e t t e r 
i s being senc. to t h e f i c e of the Mayor-coiraiss i o n e r , 
Washington, D C, f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the record of the 1-266 
(Three S i s t e r s ) h e a r i n g . 

Your i n t e r e s t i n these p r o j e c t s i s a p p r e c i a t e d . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

DBB D B Eope 
pk D i s t r i c t Engineer 

c c ~ Kr Martin K S c h a l l e r , w i t h correspondence. 



Mrs 
D A V I D J . W E L T M A N 

3 9 3 6 M I N N E S O T A A V E N U E N . E . 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 0 1 9 

December 10, 1970 

Hon. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t ^ngineet 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear S i r : 
Please be advised t h a t I wish to go on record 
a3 a l a r g e t a x payer i r . the State o f V i r g i n i a 
as aporovirg the rjresent design of 1-65 and I 26 
" i l l you k i n d l y nuke t h i s l e t t e r p a r t of the 
p u b l i c h c u r i r g r e core h e l d on December 7th. 
A l s o , the design s e l e c t e d by the f i n e A r t s 
Commission i o r the Three S i s t e r s Bridge should 
be approved ana progress not delayed i n these 
e s s e n t i a l developments f o r the S t a t e . 

Thanking you, 

Very t r u l y yours, 

C l a i r e G, Vieltnian 



COMMONWEALTH OF V IRGINIA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 15, 19/0 

Mr. Robert P. Feldman 
1732 Wasthill Boulevard 
tfeatlaka 
Ohio 44145 

Daar Mr* Peldnaa: 

Subjact: Route 1-66, Arlington County 
Project 0366-030-102,C5C5,C507 

end Route 265, Project 0256-000-101,C501 
0266-000-103,B603 

Arlington County arid Uashinr;ton, D C 

Ihsnk you for your coeciunlcatlon of Dacecbor 10 
resardin-j tha subject projects. 

Your o r i g i n a l l a t t e r v i l l be sxade a part of tha 
record of tha f-66 hearing. A Xerox cony of your l e t t e r 
i s being scut to the Office of tha »Iayor-Ce.mis3ioner, 
Washington, i> C, for inclusion i n tha record of tha 1-266 
(I h r c a S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest i n these projects i a appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
L l s t r i c t Engineer 

ran 

{/ 

cc - Kr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 
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•1732 ' / e s t h i l l B lvd . 
J e s t l a k O i Uvlo ifl|.12i£ 

Deco ho-.' 7* 1970 



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRG1NSA 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 1 3 ? 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
Decesfcer 15, 1970 

Williaa T. Spenca, M.O. 
6C01 Dull Run Post Office Road 
Ce n t e r v i l l e , V i r g i n i a 

Dear Dr. Spenca: 

Subject: Route 1-66, Arlington County 
Pro j ect 0066-000-102,C50&,C507 

and Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
02C6-000-103,3605 

Arlington County end Washington, 0 C 

Thank you f o r your co:*runication of December 10 
regarding tha subject projects. 

Your o r i g i n a l l e t t e r t f i l l be made a part of the 
record of tha 1-06 hearing* A Xerox copy of your l e t t e r 
I s being sent co tha Office of the ?Iayor-Coxaissioner, 
Washington, D C, for inclusion i n the record of tha 1-265 
(Three S i s t e r s bridge) hearing* 

Your i n t e r e s t i n those projects i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

BBH 
pk / 

cc - Hr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 
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December 3, 1970. 

Honorable D.B. Hope 
D i s t r i o t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Highway Dept., 
C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

I v.Tant you t o know t h a t a s a p r o p e r t y owner (100 a c r e s ) 
on the o u t s k i r t s o f C e n t e r v i l l e , V i r g i n i a , I am e x t r e m e l y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the p r e s e n t d e s i g n of 1-66 and 1-256 be added 
w i t h o u t d e l a y . I would be d e l i g h t e d t h a t a d d i t i o n a l s c r e e n 
i n g and p o l l u t i o n abatement c o u l d be added, and I would hope 
t h a t t h i s c o u l d be done w i t h o u t c a u s i n g any d e l a y i n the con
s t r u c t i o n of the road which has been d e l a y e d so long a l r e a d y . 

I would l i k e t h a t t h i s l e t t e r be made a p a r t o f the 
p u b l i c r e c o r d t o be h e l d on December 7th s i n c e I would be un
ab l e t o be t h e r e due to p r e s s i n g m e d i c a l m a t t e r s . I would 
a l s o l i k e to add t h a t I am v e r y much i n f a v o r of the d e s i g n 
o f the t h r e e s i s t e r s b r i d g e as s e l e c t e d by the F i n e A r t s 
Commission. I r e q u e s t t h a t t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s b r i d g e 
be c a r r i e d out w i t h o u t any f u r t h e r d e l a y and t h a t t h i s l e t t e r 
become p a r t of t h a t h e a r i n g . 

V e r y t r u l y y o u r s 

W i l l i a m T. Spence, M.D. 
6001 B u l l Run P o s t O f f i c e Road 
C e n t e r v i l l e , V i r g i n i a 

WTS:br 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOS 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
Decedber 15, 1970 

Hr. Edward I . Laloa 
2620 IliPhuood Drive, S. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Danr Mr* Lnios: * 

Subject: Route 1-66, Arlington County > 
Project 0066-000-102,0505,C507 

and Route 266, Project 0255-000-301,C501 
o: :.5-c-oo-io3,:;605 

Arlington County and Washington, i> C 

Xheni: yen for your co-.;-unieatiea of Dccecbar 10 
rcoardir.'* tha subject prolc-css.- >. 

Your original letter w i l l be aada a part of the 
record of the X-66 hearing* A Xerox cony of your letter 
io being seat to tha office of the ilayor-Cosnissioner, 
Uachicacan, J C, for inclusion i n tha record of tha 1-266 
(Three tiisters sricga) .hearing* 

Your interest in thana projects l a appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

i • v 
cc - Kr Kartin K Schaller, with cerrcr.pondence. 



3630 Highwood D r i v e , S.E. 
Washington; D.C. 

I 3 8 

December 9, 1970 

Honorable D.B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Cu l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

• - I am w r i t i n g t o e x p r e s s my c o n c e r n over t h e d e l a y i n t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of R t . 66 and t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . I t appears 
t h a t some of t h o s e who would be d i s l o c a t e d have j o i n e d f o r c e s 
w i t h an u n s t a b l e element t h a t s e e k s n o t o r i e t y by d e m o n s t r a t i n g 
f o r any r e a s o n . To my d i s b e l i e f t h i s unholy c a d r e has been 
a b l e t o s t o p t h e wheels of p r o g r e s s . The F i n e A r t s Commission 
has e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y approved t h e c u r r e n t b r i d g e d e s i g n y e t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s h a l t e d when a group of t o be d i s l o c a t e d , t a n s i e n t s 
and m a l c o n t e n t s c l a i m t h a t t h e d e s i g n i s not good enough f o r 
them. 

I t i s t r u e t h a t some people w i l l be g r e a t l y i n c o n v e n i e n c e d by 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of R t . 66 and t h e b r i d g e . T h i s i s n o t h i n g new. 
Governments have a l w a y s p o s s e s s e d and e x e r c i s e d t h e r i g h t of 
eminent domain f o r t h e g r e a t e r good of t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e people. 
I s i n c e r e l y urge t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n of R t . 66 and t h e Three S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e b e g i n w i t h o u t f u r t h e r u n n e c e s s a r y d e l a y s . 

P l e a s e i n c l u d e t h i s l e t t e r as a p a r t of t h e p u b l i c h e a r i n g r e c o r d 
h e l d on December 7, 1970 on t h e d e s i g n and l o c a t i o n c f I n t e r s t a t e 
A l s o I a s k t h a t a copy of t h i s l e t t e r be made a p a r t of t h e r e c o r d 
of t h e h e a r i n g on t h e Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e on December 14, 1970 
i n the Department of Commerce A u d i t o r i u m . 

Yours v e r y t r u l y , 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

Decedber 15, 1970 

Hr. Edvla Lynch, Trustee 
Vernon iU Lynch Sons 
Springfield, V i r g i n i a 22150 

Deer lit. Lynch: 

Subject: Route 1-66, Arlington County 
Project CQ66-000-102,CbQ5,C507 

end Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
I U U J - I J J J — u ci, - UJ 

Arlington County end Ifeihirjgson, D C 
Thank ycu for your co:.v..;nicatioa of December 10 

re^nrdirg tha subject projects.-

Your o r i g i n a l l e t t e r w i l l be r.ado a part of tha 
record of the 1-66 hearing. A Xerox cooy of your l e t t e r 
i s baing cent to the Office of tha Hiyor-Cotjnissioncr, 
Washington, u C, for inclusion in the record of tha 1-266 
(Three Sisters xiri'J *.o) hearing. 

Your interest in these projects ia appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Pope 
D i s t r i c t Eaginear 

DBII 
pk X 

{/ 

cc - Hr Martin X Schaller, with correspondence. 



E D W I N L Y N C H . TRL'STEE 

V E R N O N M . L Y N C H S O N S 
SPRINGFIELD. V I R G I N I A 221SO 

P. 0. Box 607 

December !0, 1970 

• -Mr. D. E. Hope 
D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

T h i s l e t t e r i s w r i t t e n t o urge t h e c o m p l e t i o n of Route 1-66 
from t h e B e l t w a y i n t o R o s s l y n as scon as p o s s i b l e , and a l s o t o urge 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 1-66 has been planned 
and l o c a t e d f o r a number of y e a r s , and i t does not seem w i s e a t t h i s 
t i m e t o g i v e any c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o r e l o c a t i o n . The need i s v e r y g r e a t , 
and I hope t h e Highway Commission w i l l proceed w i t h i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
The t r a f f i c s i t u a t i o n a t 1-66 and 1-495 i s becoming v e r y s e r i o u s . 

I am s o r r y I was una b l e t o a t t e n d The h e a r i n g on t h i s r o a d , 
but I do hope you w i l l make t h i s l e t t e r a p a r t of t h e h e a r i n g r e c o r d . 

Y o u r s t r u i y, 

Edwin Lvncn, T y u s f e e 
Vernon M. Lynch Sons 

E L r j s 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 15, 1970 

Kr. Joseph E. Eoop 
13219 Koora Road 
Clifton, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Icoops 

Sub 1 eat: J Eouie 1-66, Arlington County 
Project 0066-000-102,0506,C507 

and Eoute 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
02.;6-000-103,E605 

Arlington County end Washington, D C 
Thank you for your cots suni cation of Bacesiber 10 

regarding the subject projects.. 

Year original letter vrill ba nado a part of tha 
record of the 1-66 hearing. A Xerox copy of your latter 
i s being sent to tho Office of tha Mayor-Commissioner, 
Washimton, D C, for inclusion i n tha record of tha 1-266 
(Three Sisters Bridge)- hearing. 

Your interest in these projects i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

y 
cc - Ihf Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

i 



13219 Moore Rd. 
C l i f t o n , Va. 
11 December 1970 

Honorable D.B.Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpeppar, Va. 22701 

Dear f i r : 
As a r e s i d e n t and lar.de**ner c f F a i r f a x County, I want 
to say that t h i s a r e a needs and wants badly completion 
of 1-66 and 1*266. if/e do not b e l i e v e t h a t the sentiment 
e x h i b i t e d at the public hearings t h i s week i n 
A r l i n g t o n are t y p i c a l of the p u b l i c a t t i t u d e , and 
c e r t a i n l y not of the a t t i t u d e of F a i r f a x County 
r e s i d e n t s . 

I a l s o have no c r i t i c i s m of the design f o r these 
highways. I t might be p o s s i b l e t h a t the design could 
be improved, but at present the primary problem, i n 
my opinion, i s to get on with c o n s t r u c t i o n , which 
already has been too long delayed. 

Pleas3 include r.y statement i n the testimony 
obtained during the public: h e a r i n g s . 

Very t r u l y yours, 

• j i - - *» 

(J J o s e p h 2. Rocp / 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 6 7 1 , CULPEPSa, VA 22701 
December 1 5 , 1970 

Mr. Warran c. Mitchell 
7502 Ranblewood Court 
Anaandale, Virginia 22003 

Dear Kr. Mitchell. 

Subject: Route 1-66, Arlington County 
Project OOG6-009-102,CiC6,C507 

and Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,3605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank ycu for your eoRssmiention of Decerbar 10 
regarding the subject projacta. 

Your original l a t t e r w i l l ba Bade a part of the 
record of the 1-66 hearing* A Xerox cony of your letter 
i s bclnf, cunt to tha Office of tha Mayor—Coro:lnsioner, 
Washington, D 0, for Inclusion in the record of the 1-266 
(Three Sisters Bridge) hearing. 

Your interest in these projects i s appreciated. 

Sincarely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBIl 
; / / ' 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



7502 Rainblewood Court 
Annandale, V i r g i n i a 22003 
December 10, 1970 

Honorable D. B. Here 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

I am w r i t i n g i n support of the irrrmedlate c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
1-66 from the Beltway to R c s s l y n , V i r g i n i a and the Three S i s t e r s 
B ridge. 

I b e l i e v e the present d e s i g n of 1-65 and 1-256 together with 
whatever a d d i t i o n a l s c r e e n i n g and p o l l u t a t i o n abatement t h a t can 
be added without c a u s i n g undue d e l a y in c o n s t r u c t i o n should be 
approved. I a l s o approve the d e s i g n s e l e c t e d by the F i n e A r t s 
C o r r l s s l o n f c r the Three S i s t s r s Bridge. 

P l e a s e -a'«e my l e t t e r n a r t of the p u b l i c h e a r i n g r e c o r d 
h e l d December 7th, -°th, and 9th regarding 1-66 as w e l l as the 
f o r t h comin? December iUth h e a r i n g regarding the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge. 

Yours t r u l y , 

Warren C M i t c h e l l 



[A Z 

N A T I O N A L L A U N D R Y & L I N E N S E R V I C E 
Dec \: A) 

2035 W. VIRGINIA Av£. N ' .E . 
W A S H I N G T O N . D. C . 2000Z 
LAwnENCE 6-221S 

December 17, 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n Dugas, Hearing Officer 
Three S i s t e r s fridge Design 
D i s t r i c t Building 
1/+th >. E Street, N.W, 
Washington, D.C, 

Dear Vx» Dugas, 

This l e t t e r w i l l serve as notice of Company's eoraplete accord with the 
position taken by trie Metropolitan Washington Board Of Trade with reference 
to the design of the proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

We strongly believe that the aesthetics of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge w i l l do 
nothing to detract fron the beauty of the D i s t r i c t Of Columbia, 

Yotu*3^r}'.ly, / y 

Rex Riccardi 
Vice President 



6210 
P Y L E S L U M B E R C O . 

SQSDCAllentown Road, S. E . 

Washington 20, D. C. 20023 
WdXrXa-MsiX 449-5111 Camp Springs, Md. 

December 12, 1970 

Mr. D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer, V i r g i n i a 
Department of Highways 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 
Dear S i r : 

I f e e l the park land i s more important th?n the 
Three S i s t e r ' s Bridge. I am against the Three S i s t e r ' s 
Bridge. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y yours, 



G E N E R A L O F F I C E S 

8 7 1 4 P I N E Y B R A N C H R O A D 

SILVER SPRING. MARYLAND 2 0 9 0 1 

P H C N E 4 3 9 - 5 1 1 1 

MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA LOCATIONS WASHINGTON D C. LOCATIONS 
4 3 4 0 LEE HIGHWAY. ARLINGTON. VA. 522 1234 4 t h at FLORIDA AVE . N E.. D C. 546-1234 
6714 PINEY BR. RD.. SILVER SPRG. M D 439-5 III e t h & VIRGINIA AVE , S. E.. D. C. 544-1234 

December 18, 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n Dugas 
Hearing O f f i c e r 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge Design 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s 
Washington.. D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

As a member of the Metropolitan Washington Board of Trade, I wish to 
voice my opinion on the construction of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

My b e l i e f i s that there has been too much haranging and unnecessary 
delay caused by the usual mal-content people that are prevelant i n c e r t a i n 
areas. These groups consistute a minority. These people should not stand 
i n the way of the expedient construction of the bridge i n the design g e n e r a l l y 
accepted and progress should s t a r t again on s a i d c onstruction aiming toward 
the e a r l i e s t possible completion. The b e n e f i t s of such construction w i l l 
be f o r the m a j o r i t y , not the minority. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

/, J 1 / a 
/ 

WALTER MILES. JR.. 
President 

WM/gk 



/ 
KEENUOOT, INC. 

425 - 13th STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004, TEL, 202-393-7000 

December 18, 1970 

Mr. Julian Dugas 
Hearing Officer 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge Design, 
D i s t r i c t Building 
14th and E Streets, N.N. 
Washington, D.C. 20004. 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

RE: Three S i s t e r s Bridge 

When an individual approves a suggested project such as the 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge, I think experience shows that he tends to s i t back 
and l e t the happening occur. 

On the other hand, dissenters seem to be much more vocal 
and therefore the opposition, which i n my opinion i s i n the "minority" i n 
t h i s instance, appears to be the "majority". 

The purpose of t h i s l e t t e r i s to make my opinion a matter 
of record and voice my unanimous approval for construction of the project. 
I am a native Washingtonian, I l i v e near the Shoreham Hotel i n the north
west section of town and I am j u s t as affected as those dissenters i n 
Georgetown and along Key Bridge. However, I firmly believe for the benefit 
of the City that the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s necessary and should be 
constructed. 

I also speak from experience having been i n the real estate 
business for some 20 odd years. 

With personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

GREENHQO^, INC. *\ ^ 

S. Greenhoot Fischer 

S. GREENHOOT FISCHER, President 

STEVEN G. FISCHER, Vice President 

JOSEPH DE YOUNG, V.P. Sales 



Gentlemen: 

As Director of the Washington Ecology Center, I would l i k e to r a i s e some questions 

about the concept and design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and the system of freeways 

to which i t w i l l connect. 

F i r s t , as to the design of the bridge, have walkways and bikepaths been included 

i n the plans for the bridge? In li g h t of recent c i t i z e n enthusiasm for these 

modes of t r a v e l , I would suggest that these should be included. 

What ef f e c t w i l l the bridge, Palisades Parkway & Potomac River Freeway have on the 

natural beauty of the Potomac palisades and the h i s t o r i c value of the Georgetown 

waterfront area? 

Eas a t r u l y comprehensive study of transportation i n the Metropolitan been recently 

performed? Was consideration given to the Arthur D. L i t t l e r r p o r t , that suggested 

that such a study was needed? 
i 

What i s a balanced transportation system? I s over 300 miles of freeways and about 

33 miles of rapid t r a n s i t l i n e s such a system? What impact w i l l the proposed system 

of freeways have on the effectiveness of the Metro system? Has consideration been 

given to the fact that i n other c i t i e s , freeways have not decreased t r a f f i c congestion, 

but have encouraged more people to use cars instead of mass t r a n s i t , r e s u l t i n g i n 

a more serious situation? Downtown Washington already has one of the highest concentrat 

of cars i n the country--do we want to see t h i s climb even higher? Over half of the 

area of downtown Washington i s now devoted to the movement, maintenance, and storage 

phone: 202-333-5010 



of automobiles--what y i l l additional freeways do to t h i s figure? 

W i l l the new freeways r e a l l y benefit national security, as i s clamed i n the laws 

that c a l l for t h e i r construction? 

Are the aerchants who c a l l for construction of these new roads aware of the f a c t that 

i n other c i t i e s , such as Boston, inner c i t y business has continued to decline i n 

spite of considerable freeway construction, while other c i t i e s , such as San Francisco 

have had increased downtown business without building new freeways? Do these merchants 

r e a l i z e that freeways tend to drew shoppers out of the inner c i t y to shopping centers 

i n the suburbs, rather than the opposite as they seem to believe? 

In conclusion,have the benefits of the proposed bridge and freeway system, whatever 

they may be, been closelyy compared with the potential costs i n terms of the welfare 

of the inhabitants of the c i t y ? 



C . C . Goen 

4 5 0 7 V e r p l a n c k P l a ce , N. W . 

W a s h i n g t o n , D. G . 2 0 0 1 6 

21 December 19 70 
o o< • ( 
G") i 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r o: 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner;. 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g '-\ 
Washington, D.C. 2 0 004 
Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I w r i t e t o r e g i s t e r my o p p o s i t i o n as 
a c i t i z e n t o t h e Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e and 
t o f u r t h e r e x p l o i t a t i o n of the D i s t r i c t 
o f Columbia by the highway lobby. Appar
e n t l y they w i l l not r e s t u n t i l t h e y have 
t h r o t t l e d the whole p l a c e w i t h c o n c r e t e 
s p a g h e t t i and paved over the r e s t f o r 
p a r k i n g l o t s f o r suburban c a r s . 

We h e a r a l o t o f t a l k about a , ; b a l -
anced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system," as i f i t 
i s a l l s t a r t i n g from s c r a t c h . What seems 
i g n o r e d i s t h a t t h i n g s a r e s a d l y out o f 
b a l a n c e now--and have been e v e r s i n c e 
the t h o u g h t l e s s a b o l i t i o n of t h e non-
p o l l u t i n g t r o l l e y c a r s . The o n l y way to 
r e d r e s s t h i s imbalance i s to push f u l l speed 
ahead w i t h t h e subway system, and I urge 
you t o use the f u l l i n f l u e n c e o f your 
o f f i c e i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

C o r d i a l l y y o u r s , 

C. C. Goen -



1143 F i l b e r t S t r e e t 
San F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f o r n i a 94109 
December 18, 1970 

Ex e c u t i v e Secretary P _ 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government CJ» ~ 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear S i r : 

T h i s statement i s submitted f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the record of the hearing 
on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. x==* 

I contributed an a f f i d a v i t to the p l a i n t i f f s i n the s u i t a gainst the 
bridge, i n which I s t r e s s e d that the impact of the bridge on t r a f f i c flow on 
both sides of the r i v e r had not been s u f f i c i e n t l y considered. 

I had hoped to submit a statement on t h i s point a t any subsequent hearing 
on the bridge. T h i s statement would have been based on a n a l y s i s of data on 
t r a f f i c flow across the r i v e r . Unfortunately, I am not able to submit such a 
statement, because I have been unable to obtain the necessary data from the 
D. C. Department of Highways and T r a f f i c . Some of the data on which I wanted 
to base my statement were presented by the Department, i n a rough g r a p h i c a l 
form, at a C i t y Council hearing more than a year ago, so 1 know that the 
Department has these data. I sent three separate w r i t t e n requests for these 
data to the Department, i n l a t e 1969 and e a r l y 1970. They did not send me 
the data, or allow me to copy i t i n t h e i r o f f i c e s ( I was l i v i n g i n the Washing
ton area a t the t i m e ) , nor did they e x p l a i n t h e i r r e f u s a l to make the data 
a v a i l a b l e . F a i l i n g to secure a response to t h i s request, I did not bother to 
request the r e s t of the data needed to support my a n a l y s i s of the i s s u e . 

The Department's conduct i n t h i s matter i s hardly s u r p r i s i n g , since they 
have repeatedly refused to make a v a i l a b l e to t h e i r c r i t i c s data c o l l e c t e d w i t h 
public funds. I had a s i m i l a r experience s e v e r a l years ago, when the Depart
ment r e j e c t e d a w r i t t e n request for data that I knew was i n i t s possession and 
could e a s i l y be made a v a i l a b l e . 

I s t a r t e d to proceed against the Department under the Freedom of Informa
t i o n Act, but I was advised by my attorney that t h i s A ct, which would compel 
a F e d e r a l agency to supply such information, does not apply to the D. C. 

I regret that I w i l l be unable to bring to your a t t e n t i o n the f a c t s and 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s to which I alluded i n my a f f i d a v i t . C i t i z e n s of the Washington 
metropolitan area have been s e v e r e l y handicapped, i n t h e i r attempt to secure 
r a t i o n a l decisions on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , by the imbalance between the tremendous 
info r m a t i o n a l resources of the highway agencies (data, computers, c o n s u l t a n t s ) 
and the l i m i t e d c a p a b i l i t i e s of a few c i t i z e n s s t r i v i n g i n t h e i r spare time to 
analyze and i n t e r p r e t such meager data as they can get t h e i r hands on. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

Henry/Bain 



i a e , 

The National Law Center December 18, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r . • 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1350 E S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 r* 

Re: Three S i s t e r B r i d g e H e a r i n g 
December 14, 1970 c= 
Statement f o r the h e a r i n g 

Dear Mr, S c h a l l e r : 

I w i s h t o r e c o r d my o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e Three S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e . I t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t the b r i d g e be r e d e s i g n e d t o 
a c c o m p l i s h the f o l l o w i n g : 

1. The b r i d g e s h o u l d be designed t o reduce t h e 
t o t a l amount o f t r a f f i c e n t e r i n g the D i s t r i c t o f 
Columbia; 

2. The b r i d g e s h o u l d be designed so t h a t i s u s e s no 
p a r k l a n d and no p a r k l a n d i s used f o r c o n n e c t i n g h i g h 
ways. I f p a r k l a n d must be t a k e n , non p a r k l a n d o f 
e q u i v a l e n t a c r e a g e s h o u l d be pu r c h a s e d and c o n v e r t e d 
i n t o p a r k l a n d p r i o r t o c o n s t r u c t i o n ; 

3. The b r i d g e s h o u l d be designed t o reduce t h e a i r 
p o l l u t i o n o f the D i s t r i c t . T h i s c o u l d be b e s t 
accomplished by r e s t r i c t i n g a c c e s s o f the b r i d g e t o 
v e h i c l e s not u s i n g t h e i n t e r n a l , combustion engine. 
S e p a r a t e l a n e s s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d f o r b i c y c l e t r a f f i c . 

W i t h t h e s e d e s i g n changes the impact o f the b r i d g e on t h e 
environment o f t h e D i s t r i c t c o u l d be s u b s t a n t i a l l y l e s s e n e d . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

AWR/ls 
A r n o l d W. R e i t z e , J r . 
P r o f e s s o r o f Law 

n i r. 
G E O R G E 

WASHING ! O N 
L'N' lVERSl I V 

Tukinf toB, D.C. XMt 



Northern Virginia Board of Realtors, Inc 
An Association of Realtors 

P.O. Box 440 / 8408 Arlington Boulevard / Fairfax. Virginia 22030 / 560-7350 

December 21, 1970 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r 
Executive Sec. to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As a member of the Board of D i r e c t o r s of the Northern V i r g i n i a 
Board of R e a l t o r s , I n c . , I r e s p e c t f u l l y submit my personal and 
pr o f e s s i o n a l opinion concerning the Three S i s t e r s Bridge c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
I have appeared to t e s t i f y on t h i s matter and f e e l that an e a r l y 
d e c i s i o n and immediate implementation i s v i t a l to the or d e r l y growth 
and development of northern V i r g i n i a . 

I t i s noted that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l r e q u i r e the displacement 
of no one. T h i s must be a prime consideration i n the design of the 
access to the bridge. I t should a l s o be taken i n t o consideration 
that t h i s f a c i l i t y w T i l l allow f o r the f r e e flow of t r a f f i c , thereby 
e l i m i n a t i n g bumper-to-bumper t r a f f i c which i n c r e a s e s the r a t e f o r 
c e r t a i n a i r and noise p o l l u t a n t s . We commend the highway departments 
fo r p l acing t h i s f a c i l i t y w i t h i n the n a t u r a l v a l l e y formed by Spout 
Run, thereby providing a n a t u r a l b a r r i e r against noise p o l l u t i o n . 

Employment must be a consideration of t h i s f a c i l i t y . We note 
the design standards w i l l allow f o r greater access and egress from 
Northern V i r g i n i a to the Washington Metropolitan Area and v i c e v e r s a , 
thereby enhancing the opportunities on both sides of the Potomac 
R i v e r . c n 

S i n c e r e l y yours, oo 

PF/snf 



REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES of Virginia, inc. 

6 2 3 1 Leesburg P ike, Su i te 2 0 6 • • Fa l l s Chu r ch , Va. 2 2 0 4 4 

Area Code 7 0 3 • • 5 3 4 - 6 0 4 0 

December 21, 1970 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e Sec. to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As the Exec u t i v e Vice President of R.eal E s t a t e Associates of 
V i r g i n i a , I n c . , I r e s p e c t f u l l y submit my personal and p r o f e s s i o n a l 
opinion concerning the Three S i s t e r s Bridge c o n s t r u c t i o n . I have 
appeared to t e s t i f y on t h i s matter and f e e l that an e a r l y d e c i s i o n 
and immediate implementation i s v i t a l to the or d e r l y growth and 
development of northern V i r g i n i a . 

I t i s noted that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l r equire the displacement 
of no one. This must be a prime consideration i n the design of 
the access to the bridge. I t should a l s o be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l allow f o r the f r e e flow of t r a f f i c , t h e r e 
by e l i m i n a t i n g bumper-to-bumper t r a f f i c which i n c r e a s e s the r a t e 
of c e r t a i n a i r and noise p o l l u t a n t s . We commend the highway depart
ments f o r pl a c i n g t h i s f a c i l i t y w i t h i n the n a t u r a l v a l l e y formed 
by Spout Run, thereby providing a n a t u r a l b a r r i e r against noise 
p o l l u t i o n . 

Employment must be a consid e r a t i o n of t h i s f a c i l i t y . We note 
that the design standards w i l l allow f o r greater access and egress 
from Northern V i r g i n i a to the Washington Metropolitan Area and v i c e 
v e r s a , thereby enhancing the opportunities on both s i d e s of the 
Potomac R i v e r . 

PF/snf 
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D e c e m b e r 2 1 , 1 9 7 0 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r 
Executive Sec. to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

C"3 
r»-" 
CD 
ro 

As the Vice President of the Ex e c u t i v e s Club, I r e s p e c t f u l l y 
submit my personal and p r o f e s s i o n a l opinion concerning the Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge con s t r u c t i o n . I have appeared to t e s t i f y on t h i s 
matter and f e e l that an e a r l y d e c i s i o n and immediate implementation 
i s v i t a l to the orderly growth and development of northern V i r g i n i a . 

I t i s noted that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l r e q u i r e the displacement 
of no one. T h i s must be a prime consideration i n the design of the 
access to the bridge. I t should a l s o be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l allow f o r the f r e e flow of t r a f f i c , thereby 
e l i m i n a t i n g bumper-to-bumper t r a f f i c wThich i n c r e a s e s the r a t e of 
c e r t a i n a i r and noise p o l l u t a n t s . We commend the highway departments 
fo r p l a c i n g t h i s f a c i l i t y w i t h i n the n a t u r a l v a l l e y formed by Spout 
Run, thereby providing a n a t u r a l b a r r i e r against noise p o l l u t i o n . 

Employment must be a consideration of t h i s f a c i l i t y . We note 
from the design standards that i t w i l l allow f o r greater access and 
egress from Northern V i r g i n i a to the Washington Metropolitan Area 
and v i c e v e r s a , thereby enhancing the opportunities on both sides of 
the Potomac R i v e r . 

PF/snf 



REALTY PROMOTION, CO. 

''it Floros sMent 
• • • 

6231 Leesburg Pike 
Suite 206 Falls Church, Va. 22044 Phone: 534-6040 
8408 Arlington Blvd. Fairfax, Va. 22030 "The Realtors Bldg." Phone: 560-3222 

December 2 1 , 1970 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r 
Executive Sec. to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & £ S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As the President of Realty Promotion, Co., I r e s p e c t f u l l y 
submit my personal and p r o f e s s i o n a l opinion concerning the Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge con s t r u c t i o n . I have appeared to t e s t i f y on t h i s 
matter and f e e l that an e a r l y d e c i s i o n and immediate implementation 
i s v i t a l to the or d e r l y growth and development of northern V i r g i n i a . 

I t i s noted that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l r e q u i r e the displacement 
of no one. This must be a prime consideration i n the design of the 
access to the bridge. I t should also be taken i n t o consideration 
that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l allow f o r the f r e e flow of t r a f f i c , thereby 
e l i m i n a t i n g bumper-to-bumper t r a f f i c which i n c r e a s e s the r a t e of 
c e r t a i n a i r and noise p o l l u t a n t s . We commend the highway departments 
f o r p l a c i n g t h i s f a c i l i t y w i t h i n the n a t u r a l v a l l e y formed by Spout 
Run, thereby providing a n a t u r a l b a r r i e r against noise p o l l u t i o n . 

Employment must be a consideration of t h i s f a c i l i t y . We note 
that the design standards w i l l allow f o r greater access and egress 
from Northern V i r g i n i a to the Washington Metropolitan Area and v i c e 
v e r s a , thereby enhancing the opportunities on both s i d e s of the Potomac 
Ri v e r . 

PF/snf 
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'Specialists in Realty Forms & Promotional .Material" 



^IAJOR ^REALTY, ĴNC. 
C O M M E R C I A L - I N D U S T R I A L - A C R E A G E - R E S I D E N T I A L S A L E S U si M U L T I P L E 

M A N A G E M E N T ^Qjjt&r L I S T I N G 

I N V E S T M E N T " " S E R V I C E 

N O T A R Y 

•THE N.V.B.R. BUILDING" 
8408 ARLINGTON BLVD. 
FAIRFAX. VA 22030 

(703) 560-3221 

December 2 1 , 1970 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r 
Executive Sec. to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As the President of Major R e a l t y , I n c . , I r e s p e c t f u l l y submit 
my personal and p r o f e s s i o n a l opinion concerning the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge c o n s t r u c t i o n . I have appeared to t e s t i f y on t h i s matter and 
f e e l that an e a r l y d e c i s i o n and immediate implementation i s v i t a l 
to the o r d e r l y growth and development of northern V i r g i n i a . 

I t i s noted that t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l r e q u i r e the displacement 
of no one. This must be a prime consideration i n the design of the 
access to the bridge. I t should a l s o be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n that 
t h i s f a c i l i t y w i l l allow f o r the f r e e flow of t r a f f i c , thereby e l i m i n a 
t i n g bumper-to-bumper t r a f f i c which i n c r e a s e s the r a t e of c e r t a i n a i r 
and noise p o l l u t a n t s . We commend the highway departments f o r pl a c i n g 
t h i s f a c i l i t y w i t h i n the n a t u r a l v a l l e y formed by Spcut Run, thereby 
providing a n a t u r a l b a r r i e r against noise p o l l u t i o n . 

Employment must be a consi d e r a t i o n of t h i s f a c i l i t y . We note 
that the design standards w i l l allow for greater access and egress from 
Northern V i r g i n i a to the Washington Metropolitan Area and v i c e v e r s a , 
thereby enhancing the opportunities on both sides of the Potomac R i v e r . 

WE SERVE MANY PEOPLE. BUT ONE AT A TIME." 



metropolitan 
C O N G R E S S O F C I T I Z E N S 

1 2 2 5 C o n n e c t i c u t A v e n u e , JN.W., W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 2 0 0 3 6 223-6922 

December 17, 1970 

E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h and E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2 00 04 

Re: I n t e r s t a t e Route 2 66 
Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e 

Dear S i r s : 

The M e t r o p o l i t a n Congress o f C i t i z e n s r e q u e s t s t h a t t h i s 
s t a t e m e n t be p l a c e d i n the r e c o r d of the J o i n t D esign P u b l i c 
H e a r i n g f o r t h e proposed d e s i g n of I n t e r s t a t e Route 266 between 
a p o i n t n ear t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n of C a n a l Road and Mac A r t h u r B o u l e v a r d 
i n Washington, D.C, and a c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the proposed I n t e r s t a t e 
Route 66 near Lorcom Lane i n A r l i n g t o n County, V i r g i n i a . 

The M e t r o p o l i t a n Congress o f C i t i z e n s has two c a t e g o r i e s 
o f membership: (a) R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of e s t a b l i s h e d c i t i z e n , c i v i c , 
b u s i n e s s , l a b o r , p r o f e s s i o n a l and l i k e groups t h a t a r e concerned 
w i t h p u b l i c a f f a i r s i n the Washington M e t r o p o l i t a n A r e a ; and 
(b) I n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n s . The purpose of t h e Congress i s t o s e r v e 
as a means of communication among i t s members and t o sponsor, 
c o o r d i n a t e and f a c i l i t a t e n o n - p a r t i s a n c i v i c and c i t i z e n a c t i o n 
f o r t h e common b e n e f i t o f t h e r e s i d e n t s o f the Washington 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Area. 

The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee of the Congress of C i t i z e n s 
has s t u d i e d the proposed d e s i g n o f t h i s p o r t i o n of I n t e r s t a t e 
Route 266, and has f o r m u l a t e d t h i s statement o f p o s i t i o n . The 
Board of D i r e c t o r s has v o t e d to submit t h i s s t a t e m e n t as the 
o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e Congress of C i t i z e n s . 

1 . The 19 62 F e d e r a l - A i d Highway A c t p r e s c r i b e s t h a t "the 
S e c r e t a r y s h a l l not approve.... any program f o r p r o j e c t s i n any 
urban a r e a of more than 50,0 00 p o p u l a t i o n u n l e s s he f i n d s t h a t 
s u c h p r o j e c t s a r e based on a c o n t i n u i n g comprehensive t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s c a r r i e d on c o o p e r a t i v e l y by s t a t e s 
and l o c a l communities...." T h i s p r o c e s s has not been employed 
i n p l a n n i n g t h i s proposed p r o j e c t . I n s t e a d , p l a n n i n g has 
proceeded as i t d i d i n the p a s t , t r e a t i n g t h e highway system 
as the e n t i r e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. 



2. P o l i c y and Procedure Memoramdum 50-9 was i s s u e d on 
November 24, 1969. Even i f t h i s date i s subsequent to adoption 
o f t h e g e n e r a l c o r r i d o r l o c a t i o n , i t s p r i n c i p l e s a r e s t i l l v a l i d , 
and i n t h i s case v i t a l . T h i s memorandum s p e l l s out the s t a t e -
l o c a l c o o p e r a t i v e n a t u r e of the c ontinuous p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s , 
w h i c h i s meant t o determine whether s p e c i f i c highways a r e needed 
and, i f s o , the c h a r a c t e r of a highway and i t s g e n e r a l c o r r i d o r 
l o c a t i o n . W r i t t e n memoranda of u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h l o c a l 
communities are r e q u i r e d to a s c e r t a i n t h a t p l a n n i n g d e c i s i o n s 
r e f l e c t t h e needs and d e s i r e s of communities. 

3. P o l i c y and Procedure Memorandum 2 0-8 was i s s u e d on 
J a n u a r y 14, 196 9. T h i s r e q u i r e s two p u b l i c h e a r i n g s , t h e f i r s t 
b e i n g a c o r r i d o r p u b l i c h e a r i n g . The Congress of C i t i z e n s 
r e q u e s t s t h a t such a h e a r i n g be h e l d to determine whether the 
need f o r t h i s proposed highway i s g r e a t enough to overcome the 
o b j e c t i o n s t o i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . Such a h e a r i n g • s h o u l d be h e l d 
o n l y a f t e r the r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the F e d e r a l - A i d Highway Act of 
1962 have been complied w i t h , r e l a t i n g to comprehensive 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g . 

4. The Congress of C i t i z e n s r e q u e s t s t h a t i t be n o t i f i e d 
o f f u t u r e h e a r i n g s o r o f f i c i a l a c t i o n s on t h i s proposed p r o j e c t , 
and t h a t i t be i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s 
f o r t h i s and a l l o t h e r proposed major highway p r o j e c t s i n the 
Washington M e t r o p o l i t a n Area. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Congress 
of C i t i z e n s 

R i c h a r d E. B a r r y , P r e s i d e n t 

cc : COG 



77xv Qtizens ^Association, of Qeorgetowru 
2803 M Street, N.W. O Washington, D. C. 20007 

(202) 337-7313 

— r 

December 22, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e Secretary-
O f f i c e o f The Mayor-Commissioner 
Room #528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E. S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

S u b j e c t : J o i n t Design 
P u b l i c H e a r i n g on 
Proposed I n t e r s t a t e 2G6 

Dear S i r : 

The C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n o f Georgetown understood 
o r i g i n a l l y t h a t t he above s u b j e c t h e a r i n g concerned d e s i g n 
o n l y . However, the h e a r i n g s u b s e q u e n t l y covered o t h e r f a c e t s 
c o n c e r n i n g the proposed Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

T h e r e f o r e , t he C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n o f Georgetown submits 
t h i s s t a t e m e n t t o p o i n t out t h a t the A s s o c i a t i o n i s a p l a i n 
t i f f i n U.S. D i s t r i c t Court C i v i l A c t i o n No. 2321-69 a g a i n s t 
t h e b r i d g e i n accordance w i t h a r e s o l u t i o n passed a t a mem
b e r s h i p meeting i n October 1959. The A s s o c i a t i o n has not 
changed i t s p o s i t i o n s i n c e t h a t t i m e . 

We r e q u e s t t h a t t h i s l e t t e r be made a m a t t e r of r e c o r d 
o f t he J o i n t Design P u b l i c H e a r i n g on s u b j e c t . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

Stephen A. Trentman 
F i r s t V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

C C t M r . J u l i a n R.Dugas 
Department o f Economic Development 
D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 



P u B L i c D E F E N D E R S E R V I C E 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES F O R T H E D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A BARBARA ALLEN BOWMAN 
DIRECTOR SAMUEL DASH, CHAIRMAN 

SHELLIE F. BOWERS 
PAUL R. CONNOLLY 
P A U L E. MILLER 
ANDREW F. OEHMANN 
SIDNEY S. SACHS 
FRED M. VINSON. JR. December 18, 1970 

TELEPHONE (2C2) 6 2 9 - 5 1 7 S 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2 0 0 0 1 

3 1 0 SIXTH STREET. N.W. 

NORMAN LEFSTEIN 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r , 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e o f t h e Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h and E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

W i t h out b o r i n g you w i t h t he u s u a l s t r i n g o f 
p l a t i t u d e s and/or i n v e c t i v e r e l a t i n g t o the Three 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e , I would s i n p l y l i k e t o add my s t r o n g 
o b j e c t i o n t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e b r i d g e a t any 
s i t e i n any form. 

A e s t h e t i c and. e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a s i d e , 
t h e b r i d g e i s u n n e c e s s a r y and i f b u i l t , would not 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y improve t r a f f i c f l o w any more th a n a 
b e t t e r r o u t i n g o f t h e now e x i s t e n t one way r u s h hour 
s t r e e t s and l a n e s . 

W h i l e you've h e a r d i t a l l b e f o r e , t h e p o l i t i c a l 
b l a c k m a i l and l o b b y i n g w h i c h i s f o r c i n g t h i s p r o j e c t 
on b oth the c i t i z e n s o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia and 
the n a t i o n v / i i l no l o n g e r be t o l e r a t e d p e a c e f u l l y . 
I t r u s t t h a t t he i n e v i t a b l e b i t t e r n e s s and even 
v i o l e n c e w h i c h w i l l f l o w from t h e s e e v e n t s can be 
avoided, through what i s l e f t o f our "d e m o c r a t i c system." 

JGP:bt 



December 20, 1970 

:.Tr . Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Kayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g - Room 523 
14th and 2 S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20304 
Dear S i r : 

I f any s a n i t y p r e v a i l e d i n the orderly conduct of 
goverr.rr.ent i n t h i s benighted country, i t would not be 
necessary for c i t i z e n s l i k e us to r e g i s t e r our UNQUALIFIED 
opposition to the Three S i s t e r s Bridge or any other bridge 
t h a t would r e s u l t i n the mindless routing of more cars and 
t r u c k s into a c i t y that i s not equipped to handle h a l f the 
present overwhelming numbers of cars already choking t r a f f i c 
and p o l l u t i n g the a i r of t h i s hapless c i t y . 

The people do NOT want t h i s bridge or any of the net
work of s i x - t o - t e r . lane freeways connected with i t . A l l 
e f f o r t should be directed to a system of rapid t r a n s i t , that 
would keep cars CUT of the c i t y . 

I n t h i s connection, we are appalled a t the acceptance 
of the d i c t a t o r i a l behavior of Chairman Natcher of the Appro
p r i a t i o n s D.C. Subcommittee who has held our subway program 
hostage f o r the freeways. What place does such behavior have 
i n a DemocracyI One i s d a i l y reminded that the d e s t r u c t i o n 
of c i v i l i z a t i o n s was never the r e s u l t of i n v a s i o n but of 
decay from w i t h i n . I t would appear that we are w e l l on the 
road to such a f a t e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

1 J c V - j \. •' 

For: Mr, and Mrs. F r a n k l i n W. Jones 
1627-33rd S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

http://goverr.rr.ent
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December 20, 1970 i - ' i 

Mr. Martin K. S h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of tho hayor-Conais s i oner 
Room 528 •? D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th k & S t r e e t s , N.W. 
•Jashington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S h a l l o r , 

I rem a tax-paying, r e g i s t e r e d c i t i z e n of the Nation's Ccp i t a l and 
I r e s i d e a t tho above address. Please enter t h i s l e t t e r i n t o the record 
f o r the Three S i s t e r s Bridge design h e a r i n g . 

Having read the Three S i s t e r s Bridge m a t e r i a l p r i n t e d by th? D.C. 
Department of Highways and T r a f f i c , i t remains impossible f o r me to 
di soever any r a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g behind the id e a to b u i l d t h a t bridge 
at a l l . 

I f i n d a b s o l u t e l y no l o g i c i n holding a design hearing on only p a r t 
of a p l a n . Tho Bridge and i t s design i n v o l v e so much more than j u s t 
spanning the r i v e r . 

Considering the two roadways leading from the bridge i n t o the D i s t r i c t , 
why are they both designed to propdl more motor v e h i c l e s i n t o two of the 
D i s t r i c t ' s most' overly—congested s t r e e t s 'I haw db es the Department; of 
Highways sad T r a f f i c j u s t i f y c u b i n g o f f c i t i z e n s from the Georgetown 
Waterfront whine i s f i n a l l y on the verge of i t s long.over-due redevelopment i 
And via en w i l l the Department of Highways and i ' r a f f i o pause t o consider che 
massive i n c r e a s e i n a i r p o l l u t i o n t h a t w i l l pour o f f t i e bridge and gush 
from the s t r e e t s r e c e i v i n g the t r a f f i c / 

l r e s p e c t f u l l y request t h a t the Department read the f o l l o w i n g c a r e f u l l y : 
"Opportunities to plan f o r t i e f u t u r e p r o t e c t i o n of the area's a i r q u a l i t y 
are also being neglected. M r p o l l u t i o n c o n t r o l i s not j u s t a matter of 
applying devices to keen p o l l u t a n t s cut of the a i r . I t a l s o i n v o l v e s 
prevention of d r pollution during theprocesa of planning the area's 
f u t u r e -••.-•;~-;r.:s ex t r - T O T ' j - . c i i n d u s t r i a l development, and ref u s e 
d i s p o s a l . I see l i t t l e evidence t h a t a i r p o l l u t i o n i s r e c e i v i n g at oh 
consideration i n the Washington area." (Testimony of Dr. John T. 
L i d d l e t o n before the J o i n t hearings of the subcommittee on Business and 
Commerce and the Subcommittee on i-mblic h e a l t h , Education, ..el f a r e and 
Sa f e t y - March 8-15, 1967. Quote found on page 6 of the Record..} Aa 
you may be aware, Dr. Middleton i s the d i r e c t o r of the A i r r o l l u t i o n 
Control O f f i c e of the Environmental r r o t e c t i o n Agency, 

The Three S i s t e r s B r i dge i s not needed, now t h a t we are c o n s t r u c t i n g the 
Metro, nave a h e a r t , gentlemen, sod take a f r e s h look a t tiie d i r e con
sequences the c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t w i l l s u f f e r i f you continue on your 
present course of highways, a i d more highways, md nore' highways* 

P l e a s e : No Br i d g e . S i n c e r e l y , 

H i s s h'else L. Greenwav helse L."Groenway 
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MARTIN L.SCHNIDER December 28, 1970 A R E A C O D E 7 0 3 

T E L E P H O N E : 5 3 6 - 7 6 0 0 PRESIDENT 

Mr. Martin S c h a l l e r 
Executive Secretary to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t Bui 1 ding 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I wish to lend my support to the e f f o r t to construct a 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge, as recommended by the D i s t r i c t 
and V i r g i n i a Highway Departments. 

Such a f a c i l i t y i s needed f o r improved access to Dulles 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . The present f a c i l i t i e s s e r v i n g 
Dulles are not adequate and i t i s most important that 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge be constructed t c t i e i n t o the 
limi t e d - a c c e s s Dulles highway and with other roads i n 
the Washington metropolitan area. The predicted increase 
i n passenger and cargo t r a f f i c i n and out of Dulles makes 
i t imperative t h a t ground t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s be 
constructed so that the a i r p o r t w i l l be adequately served. 

Very t r u l y y o u r s , 



George N. Baum, Chairman 
Pr e s i d e n t ' 3 Cup Rowng Regatt 
2 0 0 1 Columbia P i k e 
A r l i n g t o n , Vs. 2 2 2 C 4 
December 2 6 , 1 9 7 0 

/ L -

Martin S c h a l l e r , Executive S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
lkth and E S t r e e t s 
Washington, D.C. 2 0 0 0 4 

Dear Mr, S c h c l l e r : 

I have been informed that the D.C. highway Department i s 
considering 3 s i x span bridge at the Three S i s t e r s . The 
proposed bridge w i t h a p~0 foot arch over the main stream 
would destroy the present rowing r e g f t t a race course- by 
l o c a t i n g i t s c e n t r a l p i e r d i r e c t l y on the course, hocks 
between the p i e r and the D.C. shore preclude r e r o u t i n g the 
course to avoid the p i e r . The rowing course i s used f o r 
the P r e s i d e n t ' s Cup Rowing Regatta as w e l l as numerous high 
school and co l l e g e r e g a t t a * . 

The P r e s i d e n t ' s Cup Rowing Regatta Ootarittee requests 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n that the span across the main stream have 
at l e a s t a ycQ foot water width beneath i t . Since the r i v e r 
bottom slopes sharply o f f the Three S i s t e r s to a maximum 
depth exceeding cO f e e t , a narrow span would present s i g 
n i f i c a n t problems o f bridge p i e r placement as w e l l as 
rowing course placement, from t h i s standpoint, s l a r g e r 
arch over the main s t r e e t has engineering b e n e f i t s 8s w e l l 
as p r e s e r v i n g the rowing course. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

George Th baum 
P r e s i d e n t ' s Cup Rowing Regatta 
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W A S H I N G T O N December 24, 19 70 

Mr. M a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e o f t h e Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 2 00 04 

W r i t t e n S t a t e m e n t o f t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l D e f e n s e F u n d i n R e g a r d t o t h e 

P r o p o s e d T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e P r o j e c t , and 1-266 

D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s w e r e i n v i t e d t o s u b m i t w r i t t e n comments 
on t h e p r o p o s e d T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e P r o j e c t w i t h i n t e n d a y s o f 
t h e d e s i g n h e a r i n g s on t h e s u b j e c t w h i c h ended December 16. Due 
t o t h e h o l i d a y s , o u r comments may be r e c e i v e d by y o u a few d a y s 
l a t e , b u t we hope o u r t a r d y s u b m i s s i o n w i l l n o n e t h e l e s s be a c c e p t e d . 

The E n v i r o n m e n t a l D e f e n s e F u n d ("EDF") i s a n a t i o n a l 
m e m b ership o r g a n i z a t i o n composed o f u p w a r d s o f 11,00 0 s c i e n t i s t s , 
e d u c a t o r s , l a w y e r s , d o c t o r s , and l a y m e n c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s f a c i n g o u r c o u n t r y t o d a y . Many o f o u r 
members l i v e i n t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a , a n d h a v e a s k e d us t o 
make a s t a t e m e n t a s p a r t o f t h e s e h e a r i n g s . We h a v e a p p e a r e d 
a m i c u s c u r i a e a t e a r l i e r c o u r t s e s s i o n s i n v o l v i n g t h e p r o p o s e d 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e P r o j e c t . 

EDF i s o p posed t o c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a n y b r i d g e a t t h i s u n s p o i l e d l o c a t i o n on t h e 
Potomac R i v e r , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e C and 0 C a n a l 
N a t i o n a l P a r k , w o u l d be a s e r i o u s e r r o r i n t e r m s o f p r e s e r v i n g 
t h e b e a u t y o f t h e r i v e r , t h e p a r k l a n d s on b o t h r i v e r s h o r e s , 
t h e h i s t o r i c C and 0 C a n a l i t s e l f , and e n v i r o n m e n t a l v a l u e s 
g e n e r a l l y . EDF b e l i e v e s i t a g r a v e m i s t a k e t o s t i m u l a t e more 
a u t o m o b i l e t r a f f i c g r o w t h , w i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t c o n g e s t i o n , a i r 
p o l l u t i o n , n o i s e , and p r e e m p t i o n o f l a n d b e t t e r d e v o t e d t o o t h e r 
u s e s , by b u i l d i n g s t i l l a n o t h e r i n t e r s t a t e h i g h w a y i n t o W a s h i n g t o n . 

D E N N I S P U L E S T O N . C H A I R M A N 

R O D E R I C K A C A M E R O N . E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

E D W A R D L E E R O G E R S . G E N E R A L C O U N S E L 

W I L L I A M A . B U T L L R 

A T T O R N E Y * 

W A S H I N G T O N O F F I C E 
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EDF h a s p e n d i n g b e f o r e t h e Mayor a p e t i t i o n o u t l i n i n g t h e 
e x t r e m e d a n g e r t o D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s f r o m l e a d p o i s o n i n g due t o 
a u t o m o t i v e e x h a u s t e m i s s i o n s , and r e q u e s t i n g t h a t he r e q u i r e u s e 
o f l e a d f r e e g a s o l i n e i n t h e D i s t r i c t . As p a r t o f t h e same 
c o n c e r n f o r human h e a l t h and e n v i r o n m e n t , EDF s u p p o r t s t h e h i g h 
s p e e d r a i l r a p i d - t r a n s i t l i n e a s b e i n g more h e a l t h y , a s w e l l a s 
q u i c k e r and more e f f i c i e n t , t h a n a d d i t i o n a l b r i d g e s and l a n e s o f 
p a v e m ent t o e n c o u r a g e c o n t i n u e d u s e o f p r i v a t e c a r s . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
r a p i d t r a n s i t w i l l n o t a e s t h e t i c a l l y mar t h e h i s t o r i c P otomac, 
s i n c e i t w i l l t r a v e l l a r g e l y i n t u n n e l s . 

The T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , i f i t i s b u i l t , w i l l menace 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s , p a r k l a n d s , and t h e D i s t r i c t ' s e n v i r o n m e n t 
f a r b e y o n d i t s i m m e d i a t e l o c a t i o n . The b r i d g e w o u l d f o c u s 
t r a f f i c p r e s s u r e up G l o v e r - A r c h b o l d P a r k on t h e D i s t r i c t s i d e , 
w h i l e t h e b r i d g e ' s V i r g i n i a a p p r o a c h w o u l d s u p p l a n t t h e s p u r o f 
t h e George W a s h i n g t o n M e m o r i a l P a r k w a y now t r a v e r s i n g wooded 
S p o u t Run i n A r l i n g t o n . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e b r i d g e w o u l d be o n l y t h e b e g i n n i n g . I t 
w o u l d be u s e d a s t h e k e y t o b e g i n d e v e l o p i n g a huge i n t e r m e d i a t e 
l o o p e x p r e s s w a y , w h i c h w o u l d n o t o n l y t h r u s t t h r o u g h G l o v e r -
A r c h b o l d P a r k and up S p o u t Run, b u t a l s o c u t t h r o u g h p a r k s 
a l o n g A r l i n g t o n ' s Four M i l e Run and Rock C r e e k P a r k i n W a s h i n g t o n . 
The b r i d g e w o u l d a l s o s h u n t t r e m e n d o u s new t r a f f i c f l o w s t o w a r d 
t h e p r o p o s e d N o r t h C e n t r a l F r e e w a y w h i c h t h r e a t e n s M a r y l a n d ' s 
Montgomery C o u n t y a s w e l l a s c e n t r a l and n o r t h e r n W a s h i n g t o n . 
And i t w o u l d i n c r e a s e t h e b l i g h t i n g t r a f f i c l o a d on t h e p r o j e c t e d 
I n t e r s t a t e 6 6 t h r o u g h A r l i n g t o n , whose v e r y e x i s t e n c e and r o u t e , 
i n c i d e n t a l l y , a r e n o t y e t v e r i f i e d . S u r e l y no b r i d g e - b u i l d i n g 
s h o u l d p r o c e e d u n t i l we s e e i f t h i s r o a d - 1-66 - i s g o i n g t o 
be b u i l t and i f s o , w h e r e . 

I n t e r m s o f sound t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t o t a l p l a n n i n g , 
t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s p r o j e c t i s u t t e r l y l a c k i n g i n any g e n u i n e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n . I t i s n o t o n l y i l l - p l a n n e d , c o s t l y , d e s t r u c t i v e , 
a n d an o b s o l e s c e n t a n s w e r t o t h e commuting p r o b l e m , b u t a l s o i t 
w o u l d f u r t h e r W a s h i n g t o n ' s d e c l i n e i n t o an e n v i r o n m e n t a l d i s a s t e r 
a r e a . I f W a s h i n g t o n c o n t i n u e s t o p a v e o v e r h e r g r e e n e x p a n s e s 
a n d p a r k l a n d s , i t w i l l become t h e v e r y s y m b o l o f a n a t i o n 
h e e d l e s s o f i t s i r r e p l a c e a b l e n a t u r a l a s s e t s . The b r i d g e and 
f r e e w a y p r o p o s a l s seem d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p osed t o t h e N a t i o n a l 
C a p i t a l P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n ' s p o l i c y o f e x p a n d i n g W a s h i n g t o n : s 
p a r k s y s t e m . N o i s e , a i r , and w a t e r p o l l u t i o n i n c r e a s e s a r e 
i n e v i t a b l e , - n o t o n l y a t t h e b r i d g e s i t e , b u t on a l l a p p r o a c h e s . 
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I n s h o r t , EDF w i s h e s t o go on r e c o r d a s t h o r o u g h l y o p p o s 
i n g t h e e n t i r e c o n c e p t o f t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e a s e n v i r o n 
m e n t a l l y h a r m f u l , a n d a s c o n s t i t u t i n g an i l l - c o n c e i v e d r e s p o n s e 
t o commuter p r o b l e m s t h e new subway s h o u l d s o l v e . We hope t h e s e 
comments w i l l be g i v e n c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

W i l l i a m A. B u t l e r 
W a s h i n g t o n C o u n s e l 



MRS. GEORGE C. ICEISER • 4344 FOREST LANE, N. W. • WASHINGTON, D. C. 2CC07 

Mayor / . a l t e r Washington 
The D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1^-th and E S t r e e t s i.t. 
'Washington, D.C. 

De.-jr i.'ayor Washington:-
As I w: s not a b l e to go to the 'Tearing! on 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge, 1 want, by t h i s l e t t e r , 
to ado my v o i c e to those d i s a p p r o v i n g of the 
p r o j e c t . 
i b e l i e v e t h a t before we add to the volume 
of people coming i n t o the c i t y by the con
s t r u c t i o n of t h i s b r i d g e , t h a t the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
problems w i t h i n the c i t y i t s e l f s h o u l d be 
s o l v e d . 3y t h i s 1 am r e f e r r i n g to the completion 
of the subway system and a g r e a t l y improved 
bus system so t h a t people may get around the 
c i t y e a s i l y w i t h o u t each one u s i n g h i s own 
c a r . 
I a l s o b e l i e v e t h a t the b r i d g e s h o u l d not be 
s t a r t e d u n t i l there a r e c a r e f u l l y thought out 
a n c r oaches Planned f o r the d i s t r i c t eno. 

December 16, 1970 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 
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B U R T O N W. M A R S H , P .E . 
C O N S U L T I N G E N G I N E E R • T R A F F I C A N D S A F E T Y 

3126 Rittenhouse St. , N.W., Washington, D . C , U.S.A. 2001 & 
Telephone: Area Code 202 — 966-6487 

J 

£6 December 1S7C llr, J u l i a n R. Dugas 2 6 December 1S7C 
H e a r i n g O f f i c e r , r h r e e l i s t e r s B r i d g e 
and Route 1-266 S e a r i n g 

c/o : r . L ' a r t i n i : . S c h a l l a r , E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , O f f i c e of the Mayor 
Room bZQ D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g , i'/ashington, D.C. 

S i r : 

T h i s i s a p e r s o n a l statement f o r the r e c o r d on the J o i n t Design 
H e a r i n g on Proposed I n t e r s t a t e Bo a t e 266. I submit i t as lon g - t i m e 
r e s i d e n t c f .yashington, D.C. I am a t r a f f i c e n g i n e e r , p a s t p r e s i d e n t 
of the I n s t i t u t e o f T r a f f i c E n g i n e e r s . I am a l s o a o a s t chairman of 
the Highway Research Board. H aving r e o e n t l y r e t i r e d a s E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r of che I n s t i t u t e of T r a f f i c E n g i n e e r s , I am now a c o n s u l t i n g 
e n g i n e e r . I have r e s i d e d i n tne D i s t r i c t of Colombia f o r sons So 
y e a r s . 

H a v i n g o n l y r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d from a b u s i n e s s t r i p to B r a z i l , I d i d 
not have enough time to pr e p a r e a statement f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n d a r i n g 
:.he b e a r i n g s on l . - l a - l d Tie c e n t e r — hence t h i s typed s t a t e m e n t . 

7"y com.'aents w i l l be presented from tne v i e w p o i n t of a concerned 
c i t i z e n ana t r a f f i c e n g i n e e r . 

REVIEW OF EVPI'dTI?;: 0? TT-TS r ^ J E C T . "Before d e c i d i n g to p r e s e n t a 
s t a t e m e n t , I r e v i e w e d one h i s t o r y of t h i s p r o j e c t . I was v e r y 
f a v o r a b l y impressed w i t h the depth -nd thoroughness of i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
s t u d y and b r e a d t h of c o n s i d e r a t i o n by highway o f f i c i a l s and o t h e r s 
i n v o l v e d , b e f o r e the p r o p o s a l s «s to Route 2o6 i n the .area c o v e r e d 
by the r e c e n t h e a r i n g s , were decided on. 

V.'e c i t i z e n s o f t e n f a i l to c o n s i d e r how v e r y much time ana thought 
a r e needed and a r e g i v e n by highway o f f i c i a l s to such i m p o r t a n t 
p r o j e c t s . S t u d i e s to determine l o c a t i o n and p h y s i c a l r e q u i r e m e n t s 
of Route 266 i n Dhe D.C. m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a begun i n tha I S c O s . T r a f f i c 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s r e s u l t e d i n a 1909 r e p o r t which even then a f f i r m e d the 
need, f o r a highway ana a r i v e r c r o s s i n g i n the v i c i n i t y o f the Three 
S i s t e r s I s l a n d s . I n 1S60, Route 266 was made p a r t o f due I n t e r s t a t e 
System, Three a l t e r n a t i v e l o c a t i o n s f o r Route 266 were p r e s e n t e d i n 
1S64 a t a p u b l i c h e a r i n g . V i r g i n i a , D i s t r i c t of Columbia and N a t i o n a l 
P a r k S e r v i c e agreed on a r i v e r c r o s s i n g a t the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s 
l o c a t i o n . The D.C. Department of Highways and T r a f f i c i n c o o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h the u.S. Toreao of P u b l i c Roads e v a l u a t e d s e v e r a l b r i d g e ana f o u r 
t u n n e l a l t e r n a t i v e s . 
I n l v 6 7 , the S e c r e t a r y of the Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o n c u r r e d 
w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n of a f e a s i b i l i t y study i n f a v o r o f a b r i d g e . 



That sane y e a r the Commission of F i n e <»rts unanimously approved 
a d e s i g n concept f o r the b r i d g e . That saaie y e a r the M e t r o p o l i t a n 
C o u n c i l of Govcrnnents made up o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f l o l c c a T 
governments a e t irHTned Ehat tHe pva j s 5 1 was c o n s i s t e n t ..ith 
cor. •-r..-.^.n,i ;c p a n n i n g i n tne r e g i o n . 

L a t e r , v a r i o u s a c t i o n s were t a k e n i n c l u d i n g s t a r t i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the b r i d g e i n a c c o r d w i t h a 1969 r e s o l u t i o n c f the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia C i t y C o u n c i l to comply w i t h S e c t i o n 26 of the F e d e r a l - A i d 
Highway Act of 1968. 

FORECASTS. Se e k i n g the b e s t p o s s i b l e e v i d e n c e , s e v e r a l c a r e f u l 
s t u d i e s nave been made a s to the volume of t r a f f i c which c a n be 
e x p e c ted to use a c r i n g e a t tne I h r e e S i s t e r s I s l a n d s l o c a t i o n , 
72,000 to 9o,000 v e h i c l e s per hay by 1990 were p r e d i c t e d . These 
f o r e c a s t s took i n t o account t h a t a r e g i o n a l r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t s ystem 
w i l l he i n o p e r a t i o n i n 1990. 

HIGH CC! Z'~.'.~Z -.TIT.:! TC DlaHh.-.Y OFFICIALS. The highway o f f i c i a l s 
r e s p o n s i b l e T o r the p r o p o s a l s under d i s c u s s i o n desexve high commend
a t i o n * Thev have o b t a i n e d n e c e s s a r y f a c t s , r/ade thorough s t u d i e s , 
c o n s i d e r e d t r a f f i c needs, o t h e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n modes, s a f e t y , 
a e s t h e t i c and o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s . C l e a r l y t h e y a c c e p t 
s e r i o u s l y t h e i r v e r y heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . D e c i s i o n s a r e moreover-
made by high a n a l i t y , i n t e l l i g e n t , e x p e r i e n c e d p r o f e s s i o n a l s w i t h 
broad o u t l o o k s . 

".'e should., remind o u r s e l v e s t h a t the people by t h e i r t r a v e l d e s i r e s 
and purchase and use o f v e h i c l e s a r e b a s i c a l l y tne Ox.es who c r e a t e 
t h e needs which t h e i r p u b l i c s e r v a n t s , the highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
o f f i c i a l s , have the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to p rovide f o r through highway 
f a c i l i t i e s and s e r v i c e s . To hear some o b j e c t o r s , one might t h i n k 
t h a t t a o s e o f f i c i a l s were tire ones who c r e a t e d the problems* 

Some o b j e c t o r s seem to b e l i e v e t h a t no highway improvement s h o u l d 
be mads. Some of t h e s e a p p a r e n t l y b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e i s too much 
highway t r a f f i c and t h a t p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s tne answer. 

There i s no q u e s t i o n but t h a t adequate, e x p e d i t i o u s , a t t r a c t i v e , 
f r e q u e n t p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e can cause many passenger 
c a r u s e r s to make c e r t a i n of t h e i r t r i p s — o f t e n i n c l u d i n g peak 
hour t r i p s — by such p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , however, such p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e i o a l l 
too g e n e r a l l y not a v a i l a b l e — ana moreover t h e ''metro" r a p i d t r a n s i t 
s y stem w i l l not be completed f o r many y e a r s . 

I t i s proper and v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t v i g o r o u s e f f o r t s be c o n t i n u e d 
to p r o v i d e g r e a t l y improved p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . P u b l i c p r e s s u r e 
f o r such needed t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e should be a c t i v e , outspoken 
and p e r s i s t e n t . Almost a l l highway and t r a f f i c e n g i n e e r s , l e a d e r s 
of almost a l l p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c t i v e i n urban t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
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and most i n d i v i d u a l s who a r e s t u d e n t s of m e t r o p o l i t a n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
needs, a g r e e on the importance of such p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I t i s , however, u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t many expect too much from the 
? ,metro' T r a p i d t r a n s i t system. I t w i l l indeed c a r r y l a r g e numbers 
r a p i d l y . But w i t h o u t s^-v l e r . e n t s r y s e r v i c e s , "metro"' os n s e r ve 
w e l l o n l y ^ e o h j i n or ne^r the 'c o r r i d o r s ' ' »nlm i t xol'lov.s. And 
v e r y l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n s of tne r e s i d e n t s m the c a s h i n g t o n m e t r o p o l i t a n 
a r e a do HOT l i v e i n or c l o s e to a planned "metro" c o r r i d o r . Hence 
the supplementary s e r v i c e s which w i l l g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e the e f f e c t i v e n e s s 
o f "metro" a r e of v e r y g r e a t importance. Beyond r e a s o n a b l e w a l k i n g 
d i s t a n c e s from "metro' 1 s t a t i o n s , the supplementary t r i o s e r v i c e w i l l 
be by bus or passenger c a r - or t a x i - which w i l l f e e d i n t o "metro" 
s t a t i o n s . Such supplementary s e r v i c e s w i l l account f o r much l a r g e r 
p o r t i o n s of t o t a l t r i p s t h e n -rang persons r e a l i s e -- and those 
p o r t i o n s of t r i p s w i l l be on hig.'m.a / s . 

Moreover, a s stud> of any c i t y h a v i n g f i x c a r a i l p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
w i l l show, t h e r e a r e v e r y l a r g e numbers of t r i p s f o r which such 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s not the answer. Many t r i p purposes do not 
l e n d themselves to use of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n -- as f o r example 
t r i p s I n v o l v i n g a t r i p m a k e r d e l i v e r i n g or p i c k i n g up l a r g e or heavy 
packages or many packages, many v i s i t s to o t h e r p e r s o n s , d e l i v e r i e s 
of goods, emergency or semi-emergency t r i p s and s e r v i c e s of numerous 
k i n d s , m u l t i p l e - c a l l t r i p s sucn a s salesmen make,and many o t h e r s . 

hence, ; i-'-hmuy t r a n s r o r t • ; . t i o n c o n t i n u e s t c have major importance 
i n metrop oi i t - , ••: a r e a s even w i t n -; . j u j n l i c w;nnn;:.'.:, of tne 
f i n 3d r a i l z: aJ.. Indeed, thouga i t m«y s u r p r i s e some, highway 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n heeds a r e not GRliiTLY changed by p r o v i s i o n of f i n e d 
r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t , i m p o r t a n t us t h a t s e r v i l e i s . Our highway 
o f f i c i a l s know t h i s ana hence r e c o g n i s e t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to 
p l a n f o r highway t r i p s which people w i l l c o n t i n u e to make -- t a k i n g 
due account of s n i f t s i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p a t t e r n s and needs w i t h a i l 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n improvements. 

I t i s my .judgment t h a t s t r e e t and highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f f i c i a l s 
g e n e r a l l y , and s p e c i f i c a l l y a s to the Route I - Sou p r o j e c t , nave 
c a r r i e d out t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s v e r y t h o r o u g h l y , t h o u g h t f u l l y 
and o b j e c t i v e l y — ana des e r v e f u r more p u b l i c a p p r e c i a t i o n ana 
commendation than they have r e c e i v e d ! 

PHSSTGH FACTORS. I n the o v e r a l l from tne t r a f f i c e n g i n e e r i n g 
v i e w p o i n t , the d e s i g n of Pouts 1-266 i s of h i g h q u a l i t y * However, 
I must admit h a v i n g so:.e q u e s t i o n as to the adequacy 0 1 highway 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s i n the v i c i n i t y o f Hey B r i d g e to a c c e p t 
smoothly the inbound t r a f f i c i n peak hours from Route 1-266. 

BRIIJSS DHS.Gh'. T r a f f i c - w i s e , e i t h e r b r i d g e c e s i r n i s e q u a l l y 
s a t i s f a c t o r y — both h a v i n g the same major t r a f f i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
Both d e s i g n s a p p e a l to me a s being p l e a s i n g i n appearance, though I 



c l a i m co e x p e r t i s e on such n a i l e r s . Tne a p p a r e n t .„; 7 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 
d i f f e r e n c e i n e n g i n e e r i n g , r i g h t - o f - w a y and c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t s of 
t h e b r i d g e ana r e l a t e d f a c i l i t i e s r e p r e s e n t s a s u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g 
i f the 6-span bridge i s s e l e c t e d , i f c h o i c e of t h a t d e s i g n i n v o l v e s 
no s u b s t a n t i a l problems, I f a v o r i t . 

TRAFFIC OPTR..TI0H.-.L F^CT MRS. Lanes a r e adequate i n w i d t h w i t h i n c r e a s e d 
w i a t n a t t , j r , : r . ; ; u..d d i v e r g i n g rumps, s h o u l d e r s i n g e n e r a l a r e 
s a t i s f a c t o r y i n w i d t h , .grades and c u r v a t u r e s a r e r e a s o n a b l e , median 
b a r r i e r s a r e a p p r o p r i a t e , s i g h t d i s t a n c e s a r e r e p o r t e d a s being 
adequate, l i g h t i n g on the b r i d g e arid approaches i s b e i n g p r o v i d e d a s 
i s d e s i r a b l e . The o v e r a l l f r e e w a y d e s i g n p e r m i t s e x p e d i t i o n s 
movement a t 'TJ*CH h i g h e r speed than on u s u a l type urban a r t e r i e s . 

SAFETY FACTORS. A l l f a c t o r s j u s t mentioned w i l l p r o v i d e s a f e t y b e n e f i t s . 
T am v e r y p l e a s e d to note t h a t a p p a r e n t l y the c o n c r e t e median b a r r i e r s 
a r e to be of a d e s i g n which w i l l m inimize the danger of s e r i o u s 
a c c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g a u t - o f - c o n t r o l v e h i c l e s which s t r i k e tne b a r r i e r , 
c o n s i d e r i n g the s m a l l a n g l e a t which most such v e h i c l e s w i l l s t r i k e 
t he b a r r i e r . The g e n e r a l l y wide s h o u l d e r s a r e a l s o to be commended. 
The o v e r a l l f r e e w a y d e s i g n means much lower a c c i d e n t r a t e s than f o r 
t r a d i t i o n a l urban s t r e e t s * 

PC MM':.i:-::.::g . ? HP'; ~TH .-'. The proposed 1-266 w i l l h e l p c o n s i d e r a b l y 
to keep "aowntown" r e * a n y a c c e s s i b l e . Such a c c e s s i b i l i t y i a v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t to c o n t i n u i n g economic h e a l t h oi "downtown7' i n c l u d i n g i t s 
importance as an employment a r e a . 

AESTHETIC T PITH?. IT'71'TO" . T . . L FnOTnRS. High commendation i s 
w a r r a n t e e Tor the c o n c e r n of hignway o f f i c i a l s f o r tne many a e s t h e t i c 
and o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d i n the Route 1-266 d e s i g n s . 
I am impressed w i t h the a t t e n t i o n which has been g i v e n to c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of h i k i n g ana b i c y c l i n g t r a i l s , to b r i n g i n g T o r t Smith i n t o p u b l i c 
o w n e r s h i p , to a t t a i n i n g the r e c o g n i s e d e n v i r o n m e n t a l b e n e f i t s of a 
d e p r e s s e d f r e e w a y where f e a s i b l e - i n c l u d i n g m i n i m i z i n g highway n o i s e 
(19 69 Highway R e s e a r c h Boara f i n d i n g ) . Tne i n t e n t to minimize c u t t i n g 
down of t r e e s s h o u l d p l e a s e both a r e a r e s i d e n t s ana 1-266 u s e r s . Avoidance 
of i n t r u s i o n of the C <£ 0 C a n a l s t r i p i s f i n e a s i s tne a t t e n t i o n 
g i v e n to m i n i m i z i n g any a d v e r s e e f f e c t s on tho Potomac P a l i s a d e s ana 
t n e George Washington Memorial Parkway. I t i s a l s o f i n e t h a t a p r i m a r y 
p l a n n i n g o b j e c t i v e a s to the b r i d g e was t h a t i t f i t w e l l i n t o i t s 
a t t r a c t i v e s e t t i n g . 

A I R POI-IMTIP.;. Tne F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n b o o k l e t " 2 E H E F I T S 
3F I I . T u R S I ^ T E HIGHWAYS" p o i n t s out t h a t v e h i c l e s on urban expressways 
emit 0.11 pounds of carbon monoxide per v e h i c l e - m i l e compared to 
0.42 pounds on c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t s t r e e t s . Moreover, the 
h e a r i n g b o o k l e t p o i n t s out t h a t a s v e h i c u l a r speed i n c r e a s e s and 
becomes u n i f o r m , t h e r e i s a d e c r e a s e i n p o l l u t i o n ' e m i s s i o n s per 
v e h i c l e - m i l e . 



SJP-'PaRT FO:c ROPfi. 1-266 ?ROr3C.-.L. I support s t r o n g l y the Route 
1-266 propose I p r e s e n t e d by tne highway o f f i c i a l s b e f o r e F e a r i n g 
O f f i c e r J u l i a n R. Dugas a t the 14-15-16 December, 1S70 h e a r i n g s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , i t should a l w a y s be kept i n i r i n d , as I am c o n f i d e n t 
t h a t i t w i l l bo i n t h i s i n s t a n c e , t h a t a much g r e a t e r p r o p o r t i o n 
of persons w i t h o b j e c t i o n s to a p r o p o s a l , p l a n or program w i l l 
t a k e the time a ad t r o u b l e to speak i n a h e a r i n g t h a n of persons 
who approve a p r o p o s a l , p l a n or program. 

B u r t o n 



1 0 3 l - 3 l s t S t . , ..v. 
tt a 3 h i ngt o n, D.C. 2 0007 
September 2 1 , 1970 

H e a r i n g O f f i c e r 
Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e Design Hearings 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washing ton, D .C. 

Dear Hr. J u g a s , 

I am a resident/ov/ner of a home a t the ^bcve 
a d d r e s s . I au opposed to tha c o n s t r u c t i o n - as w e l l as*5* 
thedesit-.n a l t e r n a t i v e s p r e s e n t e d a t the r e c e n t h e a r i n g s -
of the Three u l s t e r s „ridge. 

Bef o r e i t i s b u i l t a s p r e s e n t l y planned or 
proposed I b e l i e v e i t c r i t i c a l to c o n s i d e r s e r i o u s l y the 
a l t e r n a t i v e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of p r o v i d i n g a d d i t i o n a l l a n e s 
on the Seorge ..ashin^ton --emorial * arkway between Spout 
Hun una the R o o s e v e l t i s l a n d B r i dge a l o n g w i t h a modern 
t r a f f i c i n t e r c h a n g e a t R o s s l y n C i r c l e ; or: a second deck 
on the C h a i n B r i d g e ; or: a d d i t i o n a l c r o s s i n g s u t 14th 6 t . ; 
or: a v e h i c u l a r ' t u n n e l i n connection w i t h the suoway 
c r o s s i n g to ^ o s s l y n ; to name j u s t a few! These a r e 
eacn v i a b l e d esign a l t e r n a t i v e s and L o u r " Highway Department 
should be d i r e c t e d to s t u a y t h e s e , and o t h e r s , c a r e f u l l y , 
b e f o re proceeding w i t h tho Three - i s t e r s B r i d g e . Has t h i s 
bean done? 

est 
as-

F u r t h e r , I must o b j e c t to a "comprehensive 
Desigh H e a r i n g " which c a r e f u l l y a v o i d s d i s c u s s i o n , or 
coverage, of one of the approaches to the proposed c r o s s i n g ! 
.•by were t h e r e n o p r o p o s a l s o u t l i n e d f o r the Potomac R i v e r 
Freeway Desi c,n a t t h e s e h e a r i n g s ? Has 11 our" Highway 
Department, ones a g a i n , corns up w i t h a p l a n 'which i s so 
o u t r a g e o u s l y out of k e e p i n g w i t h the w i s h e s of those most 
a f f e c t e d by i t that, i t i s postponing the i n e v i t a b l e showdown 
u n t i l the l a s t p o s s i b l e moment? As I am a s s a u l t e d by 
the almost constant, barrage of noxious odors e;..anuting from 
the infamous Ropfenmaier r e n d e r i n g p l a n t I can o n l y 
s p e c u l a t e on why i t has been permitted to continue i n 
o p e r a u l o n long a f t e r i t flue to have been condemned by 
"our" Highway Department? A reminder t h a t t h e r e a r e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s ..arse than the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e , perhaps? 

I look f o r w a r d to e a r l y h e a r i n g s on the 
Potomac R i v e r Freeway l o c a t i o n and d e s i g n . 

v . 3 i n c e r e l y _ , \ \ 

m a r t i n Heye R e v e r t 
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December 22, 1S70 

Mr. J u l i a n Dugas 
Reari n g O f f i c e r 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge Design 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

I wish to go on record as being i n f a v o r of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
'Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

I f e e l t h a t the bridge w i l l add to Washington's beauty, and I under
stand that the Pine A r t s Commission was most e n t h u s i a s t i c about the 
design. 

Very t r u l y . y o u r s , 

3. A. Audette 
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M O N T G O M E R Y C O U N T Y C O U N C I L 

ROCKVIILE, MARYLAND 

\MAE CARROTT 
December 28, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r , E x e c u t i v e Secretary 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g r J 

Washington, D.C. 20004 
4=-

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

The Montgomery County Council wants to express i t s concern over the proposed 
design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. The two designs presented by the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia Highway Department for the present hearings show s i x lanes across the Bridge 
to the v i c i n i t y of Canal Road, but f a i l to show how t h i s heavy flow of t r a f f i c i s to 
be accommodated w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t , p a r t i c u l a r l y through Georgetown. I n q u i r y has 
revealed that present concepts of the D.C. Highway Department c a l l for c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of e i g h t lanes of tunnel and elevated freeway, u t i l i z i n g i n part the present Whitehurst 
Freeway, to serve not only Three S i s t e r s t r a f f i c but also the flows from Canal Road 
(Chain Bridge) and the George Washington Memorial Parkway (Maryland s i d e ) . 

Even t h i s huge p r o j e c t , however, w i l l be inadequate to serve the t r a f f i c p rojected 
on the t r i b u t a r y roads and freeways. Our information i n d i c a t e s that a t l e a s t ten lanes 
of freeway would be necessary to accommodate the t r a f f i c from a s i x - i a n e Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge i n addition to the four lanes of the George Washington Parkway. T h i s makes 
no allowance for t r a f f i c from the present three-lane Chain Bridge, and a l s o takes no 
account of the crowding of M S t r e e t which would r e s u l t from c u t t i n g o f f the present 
access of Key Bridge and MacArthur Boulevard to the Whitehurst Freeway. Both of 
these problems might be v e r y severe, and should be examined as part of the impact 
of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

Thus i t appears that the b u i l d i n g of Three S i s t e r s Bridge w i t h s i x lanes must 
r e s u l t e i t h e r i n c u t t i n g o f f Montgomery County's parkway to the D i s t r i c t (even though 
most of i t has already been b u i l t through our County), or i n b u i l d i n g an unacceptably 
large s e t of freeways and highways through Georgetown and other p a r t s of the D i s t r i c t . 

A f u r t h e r unfortunate r e s u l t of c u t t i n g o f f ( or e x c e s s i v e l y congesting) the 
access of Maryland's George Washington Parkway to the D i s t r i c t would be to increase 
pressure to b u i l d the North C e n t r a l Freeway, to which both the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
C i t y Council and the Montgomery County Council (and the County's L e g i s l a t i v e Delegation) 
are opposed. 

These considerations lead t h i s Council to the conclusion that both the proposed 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge designs are inadequate and improper and should by no means be 
adopted. 
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We were told by the s t a f f of the Maryland-National C a p i t a l Park and Planning 
Commission that the D.C. Highway Department p r o j e c t i o n s of 1990 average d a i l y t r a f f i c 
for the area show no such congestion as we have envisioned above. The D.C. Highway 
Department's p r o j e c t i o n s were given to us as f o l l o w s : 

P a l i s a d e s Parkway ( i n c l u d i n g both George Washington 
Parkway and Chain Bridge t r a f f i c ) 40,000 

L e s s : D i v e r s i o n of t r a f f i c from Pa l i s a d e s 

Parkway onto Canal Road/ M S t r e e t 6,000 

Equals: Net flow merging with Three S i s t e r s t r a f f i c 34,000 

Three S i s t e r s t r a f f i c 72,000 

T o t a l average d a i l y t r a f f i c on Georgetown 
freeways 106,000 

The d i f f i c u l t y i s that these p r o j e c t i o n s for the George Washington Parkway/Chain 
Bridge t r a f f i c are i n c r e d i b l y low. Alan M. Voorhees and A s s o c i a t e s , i n A T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Study for Montgomery and Prince George's Counties (June 1970) projected approximately 
100,000 v e h i c l e s per day on the George Washington Parkway at the D.C. l i n e . ( T h i s 
might be reduced by the e l i m i n a t i o n of an assumed connection between L i t t l e F a l l s 
Parkway and George Washington Parkway, but i t would be increased i f the assumed Northern 
Parkway and the North C e n t r a l Freeway were eliminated i n Montgomery County, which now 
seems l i k e l y ) . We b e l i e v e the Voorhees p r o j e c t i o n s , as w e l l as experience and common 
sense, i n d i c a t e that the D.C. Highway Department p r o j e c t i o n s for 1990 t r a f f i c on the 
P a l i s a d e s Parkway are open to serious question and should not be used for highway 
planning u n t i l s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

Thus i t appears that c o n s t r u c t i o n of a bridge of over four lanes at the Three 
Sist e i - s l o c a t i o n w i l l cause e -ther severe congestion, a sharp cutback i n design 
c a p a c i t y , or e l i m i n a t i o n of the George Washington Parkway. The Montgomery County 
C o u n c i l , t h e r e f o r e , opposes co n s t r u c t i o n of the Bridge according to e i t h e r of the 
proposed designs, as they are e x c e s s i v e i n s i z e , and out of harmony with a coordinated 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n plan f o r e i t h e r the Potomac v a l l e y or the metropolitan area as a whole. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

Idamae G a r r o t t , President 
Montgomery County Council 

IG/nn 
cc: James Gleason, Ccunty E x e c u t i v e 

Walter Bucher, State Roads Commission 
David F i s h e r , State Roads Commission 
G i l b e r t Gude, U.S. House c f Repr e s en t a t i v e s 
Charles McC.Mathias, U.S. Senate 
Joseph D. Tydings, U.S. Senate 
J . Glenn B e a l l , J r . , Senator-elect 
Mrs. T. Paul Freeland, Montgomery County Planning Board 



WASHINGTON LEE HIGH SCHOOL 
1 3 0 0 North Quincy S t r e e t 

A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a 

December 2 8 , 1 9 7 O 
Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor - Comissioner 
l A t h and Fenn, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

The design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s most important t o crew as a 
sport i n the Washington a r e a . Competition cn a s i x lane course i s an absolute 
n e c e s s i t y f o r the continuance of the sport on i t s present high l e v e l , as 
demonstrated by the outstanding record of the l o c a l beat c l u b , college and 
high school crews. The l o c a l rowing o r g a n i z a t i o n . ^ i n v o l v i n g over 5CO young 
men) r a c i n g on the courses shown on enclosure 1 now include the f o l l o w i n g : 

Beat Clubs u n i v e r s i t i e s High Schools 

Old Dominion Georgetown F o r t Hunt 
Potomac George Washington George Washington 

Howard Hammond 
Jeb S t u a r t 
T. C. Willia m s 
Washington-Lee 
Yorktcwn 

As an i n d i c a t i o n of the growth i n recent years the g r e a t e r Washington 
t o t a l rowing community i n 1 9 ^ 9 included only the two beat c l u b s , George 
Washington and Washington-Lee High Schools. More growth i n the f u t u r e i s 
expected. 

Major crew races i n the Washington area have been held on every conceivable 
course on the Potomac R i v e r from below A l e x a n d r i a t o e.bove the Three S i s t e r s 
I s l a n d s . Races have a l s o been held i n the Washington Channel and on the 
Annacostla R i v e r o f f the Navy Gun Fa c t o r y . Much experience, some of i t quite 
b i t t e r , has d e f i n i t e l y proven t h a t the two cu r r e n t 2 0 0 0 meter courses i n the 
Georgetown area (see enclosure l ) are by f a r the b e s t . These courses compare 
v e r y f a v o r a b l y w i t h good rowing courses a i l over the U. S.. Both s t a r t above 
the Three S i s t e r s w i t h one f i n i s h i n g above Key Bridge and the other f i n i s h i n g 
a t the foot of Wisconsin Avenue. Both courses are s i x lanes wide (each 6 0 
f t . ) p l us a space i n the middle to provide clearance f o r a p i e r of Key 
Bridge. As shown on enclosure 2 the courses now j u s t b a r e l y f i t through the 
Three S i s t e r s a r e a and there i s no i n t e r f e r e n c e from the Three Span A l t e r n a t e 
(l o n g span) Bridge design. The design was located so i t would not hurt our 
race courses. The multi-span a l t e r n a t e design would put a p i e r ( i n d i c a t e d i n 
red) i n the middle of both of the race courses and would e f f e c t i v e l y destroy 
both race courses. We b e l i e v e such a design t o be completely unreasonable 
and hope t h a t the bridge w i l l be the Three Span A l t e r n a t e Design now approved 
by the Fine A r t s O m i s s i o n . 



T n l s i s to supplement my testimony a t the recent bridge h e a r i n g s . We 
w i l l be glad to provide any more data you might want. Thank you. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

Charles 3. B u t t , J r . 
Crew Coach 

2 
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M r . M a r t i n K . S h a l l e r 

Executive S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
lkth & Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 

D e a r S i r : 

A s a n oarsman w h o h a s r o w e d o n t h e Potomac R i v e r f o r '48 y e a r s , a s a 
l o n g time member and o f f i c e r o f t h e Potomac Boat Club, and as c o a c h 
o f t h e Yorktown High School Crew I would l i k e to make a c o m m e n t o n 
the design c f the proposed Three S i s t e r Bridge. 

We i n the Metropoiitan Washington area are most fortunate i n having an 
outstanding s i x lane race course on the Potomac R i v e r . I t would be 
a d i s a s t e r i f a bridge were b u i l t across t h i s race course having p i e r s 
i n the r i v e r which would i n any wa;>r impair i t . Therefore, I f a v o r , 
f i r s t a c l e a r span which would have no p i e r s i n the r i v e r , and second, 
i f t h i s cannot be, the three span a l t e r n a t e w i t h a center span of at 
l e a s t 750 f e e t . 

Favorable c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the above would be very much appreciated. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

WILLIAM 3. STEWART 

1 
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R E A L E S T A T E 

7801 N O R F O L K A V E N U E B E T H E S D A , M A R Y L A N D 20014 301-657-2877 

December 23, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y to the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i I d i n g 
14th & E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Scha 1 l e r : 
Re: T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e 

As a member of the D u l l e s Committee, i t i s my s t r o n g d e s i r e to see 
the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e become a r e a l i t y . 

I n our vi e w t h i s f a c i l i t y would a l l o w f o r g r e a t e r a c c e s s to D u l l e s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . When the A i r p o r t was f i r s t d e s igned and l o c a t e d 
i n Loudon County t h e r e was g e n e r a l agreement t h a t a c o n n e c t i n g l i m i t e d -
a c c e s s highway would t i e the A i r p o r t i n w i t h the Washington M e t r o p o l i t a n 
A r e a . We f e e l t h a t t h i s i s a commitment t h a t needs to be met. With the 
passenger and cargo i n c r e a s e s f o r e c a s t : f o r D u l l e s w i t h i n the n e x t 10 y e a r s 
i t becomes i m p e r a t i v e t h a t ground t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to t h i s f a c i l i t y be en
hanced . 

Of the two a l t e r n a t i v e d e s i g n s of the br i d g e recommending I n t e r s t a t e 
s t a n d a r d s , we v i e w t h i s as anot h e r l i n k i n our N a t i o n a l I n t e r s t a t e Defense 
System. C e r t a i n l y , f o r the w e l f a r e o f our c o u n t r y , we must complete t h i s 
proposed p r o j e c t . 

L e t ' s a l l hope t h a t 1971 w i l l be the y e a r to complete t h i s most worth-
whi1e p r o j e c t . 

Happy H o l i d a y s . 

RHE:k 

S P E C I A L I Z I N G I N L A N D 
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December 23, 1970 

Mr. Martin K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of the Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528, D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

T h i s i s to supplement my o r a l statement i n the Design P u b l i c Hearing on 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge on December 14, 1970. 

The Potomac Boat Club i s located j u s t upstream from Key Bridge, on the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia shore. We have over 100 members, who are of course 
r e s i d e n t s of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and i t s suburbs. 

We urge most s t r o n g l y t h a t , i f a bridge must be b u i l t i n the v i c i n i t y of 
the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s , i t s design be the "three-span a l t e r n a t i v e " ap-

' O I T x 

proved by the Fine A r t s Commission. Two race courses, used annually by 
s e v e r a l hundred oarsmen, from l o c a l high schools and colleges as w e l l as 
t h i s boat club, pass through t h i s s e c t i o n . These cwo courses, one l a i d out 
by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey i n 1369, are among the f i n e s t n a t u r a l 
rowing courses i n the world. The "six-span a l t e r n a t i v e , " or any other design 
which includes bridge supports i n the water between the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s 
and the V i r g i n i a shore of the r i v e r , would s e r i o u s l y obstruct these courses, 
destroying much of t h e i r value. Many American and European c i t i e s spend 
m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s dredging out race courses, many of which are no b e t t e r 
than t h i s one; and the r e c r e a t i o n a l b e n e f i t s c l e a r l y outweigh the f i n a n c i a l 
advantages of an i n f e r i o r bridge design. 
Graphic m a t e r i a l s r e l a t i n g to the e f f e c t of the bridge on the race courses 
have been submitted by Mr. Charles Butt of the Washington-Lee High School. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Arthur H. Fawcett, J r . 
P r e s i d e n t 

AHF:bs 
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L E O N A R D F. S T O L L 
L A W R E N C E A . H O F F M A N 
R I C H A R O G . B E S H A 
D O N A L D C . C A S E Y 

L A W O F F I C E S O F 
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23 December 1970 

T E L E P H O N E 
7 6 3 - 2 4 2 0 

C A B L E - R E L S H U R P A T 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
O f f i c e of t h e Mayor-Commissioner 
Room 528 D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: 1266 Desig n H e a r i n g 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

As a member of the Potomac Boat C l u b , and 
as one i n t e r e s t e d i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the Potomac 
r i v e r f o r a q u a t i c s p o r t s and o t h e r r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i 
v i t i e s , I would l i k e to add my comments to those p r e 
s e n t e d o r a l l y a t the above mentioned h e a r i n g . 

I n o r d e r to p r e s e r v e maximum u n o b s t r u c t e d 
w a t e r a r e a f o r c o m p e t i t i v e rowing and conoeing, i t 
would be d e c i d e d l y p r e f e r a b l e t h a t t he t h r e e span a l t e r 
n a t i v e f o r the Three S i s t e r s b r i d g e be adopted. I n my 
o p i n i o n , t he s i x span a l t e r n a t i v e would c r e a t e a s e r i o u s 
o b s t r u c t i o n c f the waterway and would have a s e r i o u s l y 
a d v e r s e e f f e c t on the v a l u e of the r i v e r f o r r a c i n g . 

I t h e r e f o r e urge t h a t i f the Three S i s t e r s 
b r i d g e i s c o n s t r u c t e d , the t h r e e span a l t e r n a t i v e 
s h o u l d be employed. 

V e r y t r u l y y o u r s , .? 

LAH:ar Lawrence A. Hoffman 



5050 F u l t o n S t r e e t , N. W. 
W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 20016 
December 2 3 , 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y t o t h e Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h & E S t r e e t s , N. W. 
W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 20004 

D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r ; 

W i l l y o u p l e a s e make t h i s l e t t e r a p a r t o f t h e h e a r i n g r e c o r d 
on The T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e ? A s a r e s i d e n t o f T h e P a l i s a d e s , 
D. C , I w i s h t o d i f f e r w i t h t h e t e s t i m o n y o f The P a l i s a d e s 
C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n . I f a v o r t h e b u i l d i n g o f T h e T h r e e S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e so t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f W a s h i n g t o n and A r l i n g t o n w i l l h a v e 
b e t t e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 

As t o t h e d e s i g n , i f t h e F i n e A r t s C o m m i s s i o n and t h e h i g h w a y 
e n g i n e e r s h a v e a p p r o v e d t h e one l o n g a r c h , I s h o u l d t h i n k t h a t 
a l l l a y p e o p l e s h o u l d go a l o n g w i t h i t . 

I f t h e d e s i g n f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e t h e a p p r o a c h e s , I u r g e t h a t y o u 
p r o v i d e a c c e s s t o and f r o m t h e b r i d g e t o T h e P a l i s a d e s a r e a a t 
t h e f o o t o f e i t h e r M a c A r t h u r B l v d . o r F o x h a i l Road. I a l s o 
d e s i r e t o - a n d - f r o m a c c e s s t o t h e f u t u r e P a l i s a d e s P a r k w a y a t 
t h e f o o t o f A r i z o n a A v e n u e . 

As a h o u s e w i f e , t h e f u t u r e c o n v e n i e n c e and s e r v i c e o f t h i s p r o 
p o s e d b r i d g e i n r e l i e v i n g t r a f f i c a r o u n d K e y and C h a i n B r i d g e s 
and f o r m a k i n g downtown W a s h i n g t o n more a c c e s s i b l e t o t o u r i s t s 
and s u b u r b a n s h o p p e r s , i s v e r y a p p a r e n t and o b v i o u s . Why c a n 
n o t " C i t y H a l l " and o u r c i v i c l e a d e r s s e e t h e f u t u r e b e n e f i t 
t o t h e p u b l i c o f t h i s b a d l y n e e d e d new c r o s s i n g o f t h e P otomac? 

S i n c e r e l y y"Ours, 

L i d a R u t h G r a y 
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RE n 
1 Washington C i r c l e , fW 
Washington, D.C., 2 0 0 3 7 

December 24, 1970 

MrV Martin K. Schaller 
Executive Secretary 
Office of the Mayor's Commission 
D i s t r i c t EuTdding 
14th and E Streets, N.W. 
V/ashington, D.C* 

Dear Kr* Schallers 

I wish to express my support for the construction of the three 
span a l t e r n a t i v e bridge across the Potomac River a t the s i t e of the 
Throe S i s t e r s Islands* The three span alternative i s much more 
favorable to recreation on the r i v e r (rowing, crew races, canoeing, 
kayaking, boating, e t c * ) because a bridge with a greater number of 
arches w i l l constrict tho free passage on the r i v e r and create 
additional currants and tides to tha detriment of boating a c t i v i t i e s * ' 

Last year several national crew e canoe and kayak races were held 
i n t h i s section of tha Potomac* Such races would not be possible with 
a multi-arch bridge, but they would s t i l l be possible with a three 
span or arch bridge* I f national craw, canoe, and kayak races are to 
continue to be held i n Washington, and note that these events draw 
favorable attention and t o u r i s t s to the c i t y , the c i t y must insure 
that conditions on the r i v e r w i l l be such as to encourage and a t t r a c t 
these a c t i v i t i e s i n the future. 

For these reasons, I support the three span a l t e r n a t i v e bridge 
across tho Potomac, and urge that you and the D i s t r i c t Government 
do likewise* 

Sincerely yours 8 

A l f r e d B. Bigelow 
Member of the Potomac Boat Club 







Dorotlij May Anderson, JLandizajiS. c/ficfiitzct 

5314 C h e v y C l i a s e P a r k w a y , iS .W. 

Washington 15, D . C . 
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2507 North P o l l a r d Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 
December 21, 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n Dugas 
Hearing Officer 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge Design 
D i s t r i c t Building 
14th and E Streets, 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

A s natives of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, residents 
of the D i s t r i c t for over thirty-four y e a r s , and V i r g i n i a residents 
who have been commuting daily from V i r g i n i a to the D i s t r i c t of 
Columbia for the past eighteen y e a r s , v/e want to strongly urge 
that the design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge (which has already 
been approved by the Fine A r t s Commission) be accepted and 
the bridge completed at the e a r l i e s t possible date. 

We can assure you, based on our personal experience 
in commuting, that this bridge i s at least ten y e a r s overdue 
already. 

cc: The Honorable Walter E. Washington 
The Honorable H a r r y F. Byrd, J r . 
The Honorable W i l l i a m B. Spong, J r . 
Mr. Ned R. Thomas, Chairman, Arlington County Board 

Sincerely, 

Eldridge D. Kendrick 

E l v a M. Kendrick (Mrs. 
Eldridge D. Kendrick) 



L A W O F F I C E S 

J O H N F. H 1 L L Y A R D 
H E U R I C H B U I L D I N G 

1 6 2 7 K S T R E E T . N . W . 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 0 0 S 

626-1262 

December 21,1970 

K r . J u l i a n Dugas, Hearing O f f i c e r 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge Design 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
l l l t h and E S t s . , N.W* 
Washington, D.C. 2000U 

Dear Mr. Dugasv 

M A R Y L A N D A S S O C I A T E 

R O B E R T l _ . H I L L Y A R D 4641 MONTGOMERY AVENUE BETHE6DA. MARYLAND 20014 656-3SOO 

I f u l l y support t h e Board o f Trade's contention t h a t 
the a e s t h e t i c s of t h e THREE SISTERS BRIDGE w i l l do nothing to 
d e t r a c t from Washin goon1 s Beauty. 

The F i n e A r t s Commission was most e n t h u s i a s t i c about the 
design and many oth er e v e r t s have endorsed i t o 

I hope we don't get i n a mess l i k e the b u i l d i n g o f t h e 
second bridge across the Chesapeake Bay. The delay cost the 
S t a t e m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s e x t r a . 

We need t h e Three S i s t e r s Bridge and l e t us get on w i t h 
the e r e c t i o n t h e r e o f . 

h j 



S a l e s 9 R e n t a l s c ^Pf a naffemeszt • A p p r a i s a l s « X o a n 

T E L E P H O N E 

K I N G 
8-8015 

322 SOUTH WASHINGTON S T R E E T 
ALEXANDRIA. VIRGINIA 2 2 3 1 3 

P. O. Box 986 

December 9, 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

The design information provided i n the study i d e n t i f i e d as 
"1-266 Design Hearing Information" (undated), which was pre
pared for the D i s t r i c c of Columbia Department of Highways and 
T r a f f i c and the V i r g i n i a Department of Highways i n cooperation 
w i t h the Federal Highway Administration of the U. S. Depart
ment of Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n , has been reviewed w i t h i n t e r e s t . 

Not-wit:h-standing s e l e c t i o n of the three-span bridge by 
the Commission on Fine A r t s , I recommend that the a l t e r n a t e 
six-span bridge design be selected for 1-266. The bul k i n e s s 
of the supporting members ( i n c l u d i n g p i e r s ) of the three-span 
design blocks out more of the Potomac P a l i s a d e s and tends to 
draw a t t e n t i o n t o , or focus the eyes on the bridge r a t h e r than 
on the Potomac R i v e r , the sho r e l i n e and the P a l i s a d e s r i s i n g 
upward therefrom. Whereas, the six-span design i s of slender 
s t r u c t u r e , elegant, more g r a c e f u l and does not d e t r a c t from 
the u p - r i v e r view of the Potomac and the P a l i s a d e s . 

N a t u r a l l y , s e l e c t i o n of the six-span design w i l l save the 
taxpayers $7,200,000. based upon the accompanying estimates 
which i s subject to change upward due to s p i r a l l i n g costs of 
labor, m a t e r i a l s , e t c . 



I n summary, the Six-Span A l t e r n a t e shown on Page 7 of the 
design study would be my choice f o r any bridge that may be ap
proved f o r e r e c t i o n across the Potomac R i v e r i n the v i c i n i t y 
of the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s . 



THE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGETOWN 
2803 "M" Street, N. W. • 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas ] / ' 
D e p a r t m e n t o f E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t 
D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a 

1$ 

December 2 2 , 1970 

Mr. i l a r t i n K. S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y -
O f f i c e o f T h e T i a y o r - C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Room #520 
D i s t i ' i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h & S. S t r e e t s , N.W. 
J o s h i n g t o n , D.C. 20004 

* 

S u b j e c t : J o i n t D e s i g n 
P u b l i c H e a r i n g on 
Pro p o n e d I n t e r s t a t e 2 36 

B e a r S i r : 

T h e C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n o f G e o r g e t o w n u n d e r s t o o d 
o r i g i n a l l y t h a t t h e a b o v e s u b j e c t h e a r i n g c o n c e r n e d d e s i g n 
o n l y . H o w e v e r , t h a b e a r i n g s u b s e q u e n t l y c o v e r e d o t h e r f a c e t s 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r o p o s e d T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n o f G e o r g e t o w n s u b m i t 
t h i s s t a t e m e n t t o p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e A s s o c i a t i o n i s a p l a i n 
t i f f i n U.S. D i s t r i c t C o u r t C i v i l n o t i o n -To. 2321-69 a g a i n s t 
t h e b r i d g e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a r e s o l u t i o n p a s s e d a t a mem
b e r s h i p m e e t i n g i n O c t o b e r 1 969. T h e A s s o c i a t i o n h a s n o t 
c h a n g e d i t s p o s i t i o n s i n c e t h a t t i m e . 

We r e q u e s t t h a t t h i s l e t t e r be made a - n a t t e r o f r e c o r d 
o f t h e J o i n t D e s i g n P u b l i c H e a r i n g on s u b j e c t . 

... - . •-" 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

_ K, .... - S t e p h e n A. T r e n t m a n 
F i r s t V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

c c : M r . J u l i a n R.Dugas 
D e p a r t m e n t o f E c o n o m i c 
D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a 

Development 
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L. A . J E N N I N G S 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD December 9, 1970 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Duga3 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
14th and E S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas: 

I am d e l i g h t e d to l e a r n Chat you w i l l be s e r v i n g as Hearing O f f i c e r 
to r e c e i v e the views of the committee on the design for the Three S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e , T h i s hearing i s required n<j a r e s u l t of a j u d i c i a l d e c i s i o n which 
found that a hearing to cover the design of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge had not 
been h e l d . I have reviewed the booklet e n t i t l e d 1-266 DESIGN REARING INFORMATION 
and i t would appear the hearing w i l l cover seme areas which, i n my opinion, a r e 
not d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to design. These areas i n v o l v e a e s t h e t i c s , s a f e t y , n o i s e , 
a i r p o l l u t i o n and the l i k e . 

I t i s my strong view that t h e bridge design meets v e r y adequately a l l 
a e s t h e t i c requirements, and p a r t i c u l a r l y Figure 8, the Three-Span A l t e r n a t e -
Pre3tressed Concrete B r i d g e , which aopeara on Page 6 of the brochure. I cannot 
b e l i e v e t h a t the bridge would c r e a t e an a i r p o l l u t i o n problem as i t I s fundamental 
that the bridge would soeed up t r a f f i c r a t h e r than create slowdowns. C e r t a i n l y 
the bridge would reduce t r a f f i c c c n g e 3 t i o n e I could go i n t o other areas of the 
matter but 1 t h i n k i t i s s u f f i c i e n t to say t h a t I am most hopeful t h a t your design 
hearing w i l l remove a roadblock standing i n the way of c o n s t r u c t i o n and c r e a t i o n 
of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. I am wholly i n favor of the p r o j e c t . 

I hope you w i l l make t h i s l e t t e r a p a r t of your hearing r e c o r d . 

Kindest r e g a r d s . 



> 3109 N St. N.W 
Washington, DC. 20007 D . C . C I T I Z E N S ' R E F E R E N D U M C O M M I T T E E 

Eleanor ivl. McPeck 
Chairman 

Noel Clark Miller 
Secretary-Treas. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 
Grosvenor Chapman 

Robert M Kennan, Jr. 
Edward Terhune Miller 

?Roy Tuttle Morgan 
-harlton Ogburn, Jr. 

iv!rs. James Rowe, Jr. 
Nicholas Satterlee 
Paul Lyon Sitton 
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December 23 1970 

Mr. Martin S h a l l e r 
Executive Sec. 
O f f i c e of the Mayor Commissioner 
The D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. S h a l l e r : 

The Dec. 14 -16 Design hearings have no l e g i t i m a t e b a s i s , 
s i n c e no proper l o c a t i o n hearing with respect to the 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge and the attendent road system has 
ever been held by the D i s t r i c t . Nor have the r e s i d e n t s 
of the D i s t r i c t approved the concept of a bridge a t the 
proposed l o c a t i o n . 

We s e r i o u s l y question the legitimacy of the Dec. 14 - 17 
Design hearings and request t h a t new hearings be held a t 
some f u t u r e date. We recommend t h a t a f u l l study be 
conducted on the environmental impact of the proposed 
bridge on adjacent r e s i d e n t i a l and pork p r o p e r t i e s . F i n a l l y 
we recommend that a l l Bridge and road c o n s t r u c t i o n be 
suspended u n t i l such information is,made a v a i l a b l e to the 
pu b l i c . 

We enclose a copy of The Concrete I n v a s i o n , d e s c r i b i n g 
i n f u l l our reasons f o r opposing the constr u c t i o n of the 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge, and ask t h a t i t be included as part 
of the public record c f the Dec. 1 4 - 1 7 Design hearings, 
together with t h i s l e t t e r 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Eleanor M. Mc Peck 
Chairman\ r. w \\ 

Noel u l a r k M i l l e r 
S e c - Treasurer. 
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To M->om I t May Concern: 

I am w r i t i n g t h i s ? s a p r i v a t e c i t i z e n who has l i v e d i n t h e D i s t r i c t 
of Columbia f o r 13 y e a r s , o^ned p r o p e r t y and p a i d t a x e s h e r e and would 
l i k e t o c o n t i n u e t o do s o , I am fond of the Georgetown community where I 
l i v e and would l i k e t o see i t r e t a i n i t s "human s i z e " dimension and 
c h a r a c t e r , Tne proposed B r i d g e and i t s f r e e w a y s w i l l undoubtedly have a 
number of proponents but. none of them w i l l c a r e v e r y much about our 
community or i t s h i s t o r i c r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Potomac R i v e r , 

Although I c o n s i d e r the s o - c a l l e d " d e s i g n h e a r i n g " c a l l e d by tho 
D.C.and V i r g i n i a Highway Departments i l l e g a l i n view of the f a c t t h a t a 
c o u r t case i s pending, I l i s t e n e d to the proceedings f o r the good p a r t of 
two d a y s . 

I t was not u n t i l t h - second day t h a t I became aware t h a t no e x p l a n a 
t i o n o t h e r t h a n the b r i e f statement by the Head of the D.C.Highway De p a r t 
ment a t the opening s e s s i o n and the s u p e r f i c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n the p u b l i c 
r e l a t i o n s typo b r o c h u r e a v a i l a b l e to the p u b l i c was to be s u p p l i e d by the 
Highway Departments, Tne t o n i c s t h a t should have been d i s c u s s e d i n depth 
and supported by f u l l j u s t i f i c a t i o n and p r o o f by the t e s t i m o n y o f e x p e r t s 
were absent from the o r a l statement and touched upon l i g h t l y i n the p r i n t e d 
b r o c h u r e , 

No a r c h i t e c t , no competent t e c h n i c i a n s i n the e n g i n e e r i n g or s a f e t y 
f i e l d s , no e n v i r o n m e n t a l s p e c i a l i s t s , no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n e r s , no c i t y 
or l a n d use p l a n n e r s , no c i t y o f f i c i a l o t h e r t h a n the Highway Department and 
the H e a r i n g O f f i c e r even addressed the audience i n support of t h i s p r o j e c t . 
No s c a l e model, no a r c h i t e c t u r a l drawings were pres e n t e d t o the p u b l i c , 
"e were t o judge our p r e f e r e n c e on the b a s i s of an a r t i s t ' s s k e t c h . B e f o r e 
I l i s t a sampling of the type of inadequate coverage of the f a c t o r s noted 
c f l e g i t i m a t e - c o n c e r n by Judge S i r i c a , I would l i k e t o ask the Highway Depart 
ment a few q u e s t i o n s t h a t I b e l i e v e a r e p e r t i n e n t to the u n f o r t u n a t e s i t u a 
t i o n i n which the D i s t r i c t of Columbia f i n d s i t s e l f , 

V.Tiy were we h a v i n g a d e s i g n h e a r i n g on a b r i d g e t o w h i c h no r i g h t s 
of way on the V i r g i n i a s i d e have been obtained? 

How can you defend a b r i d g e designed to b r i n g even more automobiles 
and t r u c k s i n t o an a l r e a d y choked c i t y ? 

How can you defend t h i s dependence on the automobile f o r urban t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n when most urban r l a n n e r s r e c o g n i z e the d e v a s t a t i n g d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s 
to economic, s o c i a l , h e a l t h and e n v i r o n m e n t a l a s p e c t s of urban l i f e of 
c o n t i n u e d p r o l i f e r a t i o n of f r e e w a y s , p r i v a t e automobiles and p a r k i n g l o t s ? 

Opponents of the b r i d g e and i t s freeway p l a n s p o i n t e d out r e p e a t e d l y 
the i l l e f f e c t s of such a p r o j e c t . O b v i o u s l y i t can not e x i s t i n i s o l a t i o n 
and t o be f o r c e d t o c o n s i d e r i t i n such a c o n t e x t i s r i d i c u l o u s , no speaker 
I n f a v o r of t h i s p r o j e c t has p r e s e n t e d s u f f i c i e n t argument t h a t it<= c o n s t r u c 
t i o n w i l l p r o v i d e e a s y , s a f e , e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; r e j u v i n a t e downtewn 
/ashington; improve the q u a l i t y o f l i f e f o r r e s i d e n t s of the D i s t r i c t ; 
l e s s e n the problem of n o i s e , a i r and water p o l l u t i o n ; not i n f r i n g e upon or 
dominate n a t u r a l or h i s t o r i c monuments, r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s and park 
l a n d s ; and not c o n t i n u e to t h w a r t the completion of the l i n k u p between the 
D u l l e s and Potomac i n t e r c e p t s ( a s h o c k i n g h e a l t h hazard t h a t has been delayed 
f o r a number "of y e a r s a l r e a d y ) . 



2. 

I n vi*?w of t h e s e o m i s s i o n s a t t h i s l a t e J u n c t u r e , I wonder on what 
b a s i s the Congressmen added S e c t i o n 23 to the 1968 Highway A c t ? 
S p e c i f i c a l l y , I would l i k e Mr, A i r e s to p r o v i d e us w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n as to 
t h e m a t e r i a l s and j u s t i f i c a t i o n s f o r t h i s and r e l a t e d p r o j e c t s upon 
w h i c h the P u b l i c Works Committee and Mr, n a t c h e r r e l i e d . For I can not 
b e l i e v e t h a t even the most unreasonable of men could have come to such 
a major d e c i s i o n i f t h e y had been pr o v i d e d w i t h f u l l , c u r r e n t , a c c u r a t e 
documentation and o b j e c t i v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g g o a l s upon w h i c h to 
b a se t h e i r judgement. I f they d i d r e c e i v e such d a t a , t h e n I don't see 
why I t has not been submitted h e r e . E v i d e n c e of a most s u b s t a n t i v e 
n a t u r e to the c o n t r a r y has been overwhelmingly and p e r s u a s i v e l y p r e s e n t e d 
by a v a r i e d number of w i t n e s s e s t e s t i f y i n g i n o p p o s i t i o n to t h i s and i t s 
r e l a t e d p r o j e c t s , I f e e l t h a t an amendment to the Highway Act of 1970 
should remove S e c t i o n 23 from t h e Highway Act of 1963 on the grounds t h a t 
I t was i n c l u d e d on the b a s i s of i n s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

I would a l s o l i k e an answer to these q u e s t i o n s . 
To whom i s Mr, A i r e s r e s p o n s i b l e ? 
By what r i g h t was he a b l e t o c i r c u m v e n t t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n f o r t h e 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia as passed b'r the a p p r o p r i a t e a u t h o r i t i e s , namely the 
C i t y C o u n c i l snot.he N o t i o n a l C a p i t a l P l a n n i n g Commission, who omitted 
t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r o j e c t as w e l l as o t h e r s r e l a t e d t o i t ? Can he e x p l a i n 
how t h i s a c t i o n was t a k e n ? , 
Such a c t i o n would appear to b e / i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the o r d e r l y f u n c t i o n i n g 
o f government. Hi s a c t i o n s , whether or not so i n t e n d e d , r e s u l t e d I n t h e 
t r a g i c " b l a c k m a i l i n g " of the D i s t r i c t w i t h which we a r e a l l too f a m i l a r . 
That a p r o j e c t of such magnitude and of such u l t i m a t e d e s t r u c t i v e impact 
on t h e q u a l i t y of l i f e i n the Nation's C a p i t a l can be f o r c e d upon a h e l p 
l e s s c i t y t h a t a l l of us would l i k e to 3ee become a v i a b l e community i s , 
q u i t e s i m p l y , a d i s g r a c e . I f Congress can not save us from t h i s , t h e n , 
p r a y 'Sod, the C o u r t s c a n 0 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d : 

E l i z a b e t h L a t r a n c h e 
P r i v a t e C i t i z e n . 

3335 Dent P l a c e , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

12/20/70 



THE FOLLOWING QHS3TI0NS ARE DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY AT fHE 1-266 DESIGN HEARING 
INFCAMAJION BROCHUREi 

" T r a f f i c investigation I n 1959 a f f i r a e d the need f o r a highway and a r i v e r c r e a s i n g 
i n the v i c i n i t y of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge." 

Since these s t u d i e s are eleven y e a r s o l d , l e t us have current i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
and s t u d i e s which up-date t h i s data and j u s t i f y the l o c a t i o n of t h i s bridge. 
S t u d i e s and recommendations by outside consultants should a l s o be submitted. 

"Measurable b e n e f i t s to use r s of the I n t e r s t a t e Highway System occur i n the form of 
time s a v i n g s , reduced operating c o s t s , and fewer a c c i d e n t s 0 " 

What would be the cost f o r an automobile d r i v e r to use t h i s bridge to 
get down town to work and back home? From 5 miles out, 10 m i l e s cut, 
20 miles out e t c . i n c l u d i n g parking costs,, 
What w i l l happen to the flow of t r a f f i c a t high speeds on the proposed 
bridge i f an accident occurs or an automobile or a tr u c k breaks down 
during a peak period? What w i l l r e s u l t during r a i n , s l e e t or snow 
conditions? 

"ho Unique or s i g n i f i c a n t b i o l o g i c a l communities are present i n the p r o j e c t a r e a . 
Most, of the indigenous w i l d l i f e w i l l r e l o c a t e to adjacent n a t u r a l a r e a s and no 
endangerment tc any species i s expected." 

Please produce experts on the environment to s u b s t a n t i a t e those claims 
and to answer any questions other exports might have, 

"What i s the s t a t u s of right-of-way a c q u i s i t i o n ? No right-of-way has been acquired 
f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . " 

Why i s tuere a hearing on a bridge t h a t goes nowhere? Would you e x p l a i n 
the method used and j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r the National Park S e r v i c e to trade 
o f f these l i m i t e d parklands near the Potomac R i v e r on both i t s shores? 

"An important f e a t u r e of t h i s s o l u t i o n i s the manner i n which i t frames a cairn 
s t r e t c h c f r i v e r broken only by the n a t u r a l outoroppings of rhe Three Sisters 
I s l a n d s , " ' 

Would jfeu indicate how t h i s i s accomplished r a t h e r than the mors 
obvious smothering of the n a t u r a l outcroppings of the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s ? 

"Construction operations and the movement of equipment w i l l be c o n t r o l l e d to 
preserve e x i s t i n g v e g e tation and to avoid e r e s i o n which might r e s u l t i n deposits 
of sediment i n the Potomac R i v e r . " 

Would you please submit a l l d e t a i l s and s p e c i f i c s as to hew t h i s i s to 
be safeguarded. 

"Pavement runoff from the bridge and the D. C. approach w i l l not be permitted to 
d r a i n i n t o the CdO Canal." 

Where w i l l i t d r a i n ? 

"These f o r e c a s t s p r e d i c t t h a t 72,000 to 95»OCO v e h i c l e s per day would be experienced 
by 1990o" 

I f your estimates on the i n c r e a s e d number of v e h i c l e s using t h i s f a c i l i t y a re 
c o r r e c t , hew are they to be accomodated when they pour onto l o c a l s t r e e t s 

to park? I n peak periods how w i l l they be absorbed on l o c a l s t r e e t s ? 



Figure 2 of your brochure i n d i c a t e s that the e x i s t i n g ramp onto the Whitehurst 
Freeway from, the V i r g i n i a approach w i l l be shut off« 

What are your estimates on increased t r a f f i c using M S t r e e t from 
V i r g i n i a as v e i l as from MacArthur Boulevard and P a l i s a d e s Parkway? 

What would be the t r a f f i c problem, the a i r p o l l u t i o n problem and 
the e f f e c t on the q u a l i t y of l i f e i n t h i s predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l 
community? E l i z a b e t h La Branche 

3335 Lent P l a c e , N.N. 
Washington, 2.C.2r'"G7 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

Deceive r 17, 1970 

ft i 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry H i l l 
1722 I I . Glebe Road 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Dssr Mr. 4 Mrs. H i l l : 

Subject: Route 1-66, Arlington County 

Thank you for ycur co: -.unication of December 15 
rc2ardinr^ the subject projects. 

Your o r i ' i r . a l l e t t e r w i l l ba made a part of tha 
record of the 1-65 hearing. A ^orot cony of your l e t t a r 
i a bcin r; sent to the Office of tho Mayor-Connissioner, 
Washington, D G, for inclusion i n the record of tho 1-256 
(Three S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n these projects ia pppreciated. 

P r o j e c t 0056-000-102,C506.C507 

and Route 256, Prolect 0266-000-101,C501 
0266-000-103,8603 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Sincerely, 

D. P.. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

D3H 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 





C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxsaccaacQaacxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 18, 1970 

Penelope Stafford \ \ 
2001 N. Adams Street ' \ 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22201 \ 

/ \ X > 
Dear Hiss Stafford: / /'\ \ 

/ *
 J ) 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
C3G6-000-103,T605 

Arlington County and LTsshin';ton, D C 
r~t-»--.viT- vr*M "To"** ̂ T.i*1— f 1 * r ^ a t i o n ro^tT^nrkod December 

17, 1970. I t i n being forwarced to the o f f i c e of tha Miyor-
Corevisslcner, Lashington, D C, for inclusion in the record 
of the 1-255 (Three S i s t e r s bridge) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n this natter i s very much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
V 

D. B. Rope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH pk ^S^~^ 

cc - Mr Martin K Schallar, with correspondence. 





C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

^xrc^xxsaoocxxrTrx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 18, 1970 

Mrs. Wellington F. Barto 
3600 North 27th Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Dear I'xs. Bar to: 

Subject: Fujute 266, Project 0266-000-101.C501 
, 0066-000-103 ,B605 

Arlington County find Washington, 0 C 

Thank you for your communication of Dece-ber 16, 1970. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of tha Mayor-Commissioner, 
Washington, D C, for inclusion i n tho record c f the 1-265 
(Three 3 i a t e r 3 2ridge) hearing* 

Your In t e r e s t i n this matter i s very much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t P.nginear 

D2H pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



3600 north twenty-seventh street arlin'gton, Virginia 22207 j £ 

December 16, 1970 

Mr. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

On behalf of my husband and myself, as home oxraers 
i n A r l i n g t o n , I am w r i t i n g to express our deep d i s s a t i s f a c 
t i o n with any plan for co n s t r u c t i o n of a Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 
The beauty and di g n i t y of the Potomac Pviver and the parklands 
on i t s shores are i r r e p l a c e a b l e environmental v a l u e s . 

Furthermore, the projected I n t e r s t a t e 66 through 
A r l i n g t o n (long used as an argument for the b u i l d i n g of another 
b r i d g e ) , has the d i s t i n c t environmentally d e s t r u c t i v e c e r t a i n t y 
of adding great q u a n t i t i e s of p o l l u t i o n to the l o c a l i t y through 
the b l i g h t i n g t r a f f i c load i t would b r i n g . 

The l o c a l commuting problem can and should be handled 
by high-speed r a p i d t r a n s i t , i n tunnels where necessary i n order 
to preserve environmental and a e s t h e t i c v a l u e s . 

We consider the Three S i s t e r s p r o j e c t u t t e r l y l a c k i n g 
i n any genuine j u s t i f i c a t i o n . I t i s i l l - p l a n n e d , c o s t l y , and 
d e s t r u c t i v e - an obsolescent answer to the commuting problem. 

Environmental needs must now be put f i r s t i n highways 
and s i m i l a r decision-making. 

Most s i n c e r e l y , 
' CP '2 

ii 

Mrs. Wellington F. Barto 

RECEIVED I 
DEPT. OF HIGH WAYS 

D E C 1 S 1970 
DIST. OFFICE 

CULPEPER. VA, I 



C O M M O N W E H 1 . T H O" V I R G I N I A 

DEPARTMENT C F HIGHWAYS 

xxxxxxxxxxxx XXXX 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 21, 1970 

Hr. Thomas Martin 
6501 E l Nldo Drive 
McLean, V i r g i n i a 22101 

Dear Hr. Martin: 

Subject: Route 266, Prefect 0266-000-101,0501 
/ / > 0066-000-103 ,B605 

Arlington County sr.d Washington, D C 

Thank you f o r your communication of December 17, 1970. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of tha Mayor-Corrvlssioner, 
Washington, D C, for inclusion i n tha record of the 1-266 (Thr 
S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your intcrent i n t h i s matter 5s very much appreciated. 

SIr.csro.ly, 

D. 3. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBIl pk 

cc - Mr Martin K S c h a l l e r , with correspondence. 





C O M M O N W E A L T H O F VIRGINIA 
D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 27.701 
December 21, 1970 

Mr. Kerry K r u t i l l a 
6609 Beverly Avenue • 
McLean, V i r g i n i a 22101 

Dear !!r. K r u t i l l a : 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
56-000-103,R.:05 

Arlington Csunty and Washington, D C 

Thanh you for your cormunicatioa of Decoiber 17, 1970. 
I t i a being forwarded to tha o f f i c e of tha Nsyor-Ccrrmissioner, 
Washington, D C , f o r inclusion i n tha record of the 1-266 (Three 
S i s t e r s Bridga) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n th i s matter I s very much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

i 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H OF V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S | 1 

xxxxxxxncxxxxxxx 
.v. 
W W 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 <7) 
December 21, 1970 

Mr. Robert H. Hlslop 
Attorney at Law 
3600 North 25th Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Dear Hr. Hislop: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
\ \ / ,0066-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 
A T \ *V V 

A * \ > \ 

Thank you for your ccnrnunication of December 19, 1970. 
I t 13 being forwarded to the- o f f i c e of tha Mayor-Consiissioner, 
Washington. D C, for inclusion in the record of the 1-266 (Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing. 

Your i n t e r e s t I n thlfl matter i s very much appreciated. 
\ \ \ 

/ / Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 





Statement Submitted f o r Record — i 
Reg a r d i n g Design H e a r i n g on 1-266 I 

by , 
ROBERT IT. ET3LCP 

(December 1970) 

T am Robert b. H i s l o p and r e s i d e a t 3600 North 25th'*r?treet, 
A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a • I an a concerned c i t i r e n i n t h e above 
m a t t e r and sought and was g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n t o make a p r e s e n t a 
t i o n a t the H e a r i n g . Because of the p r e s s u r e of o t h e r p r o 
f e s s i o n a l m a t t e r s , i t was not p o s s i b l e f o r me t o appear a t t h e 
p u b l i c h e a r i n g s , though I would nave much p r e f e r r e d t o do j u s t 
t h a t . 

My two b ~ s i c reasons f o r b e i n g concerned a r e : f i r s t , t h a t T do 
not b e l i e v e the h e a r i n g a s scheduled and h e l d was a proper heap
i n g p r o c e d u r a l l y o r s u b s t a n t i v e l y , and second, I do not b e l i e v e 
3 b r i d g e a t Three l i s t e r s I s l a n d s i s e i t h e r n e c e s s a r y or d e s i r a b l e 
i n t he p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . 

As f o r point- number one, 1 have" been employed by the F e d e r a l ; 
Government Tor more than t h i r t y year.* i n the t r i a l a r e h e a r i n g 
of adninis t . : • a t i v o mat-tors. Your h e a r i n g • ,*as not p r e s i d e d o v e r 
by a eu.alif.U-d " e a r i n g E x a m i n e r ; no o p p o r t u n i t y has been r i v e n 
P a r t i c i p a n t s t o submit proposed f i n d i n g s o f f a c t and s u p p o r t i n g 
h r i s f s and to p r e s e n t o r a l arguments i n b e h a l f o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n s 
subsequent to tho h e a r i n g : no i n t e r m e d i a t e o p i n i o n i s to he o r e - . 
pared *by Mr. Degas; and,"Vest s i g n i f i c a n t o f a l l , -.here i s no* 
requir e m e n t t h a t the d e c i d i n g a u t h o r i t i e s g i v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o 
the P a c t s developed a t the p u b l i c h e a r i n g . 

a d d i t i o n a l l v , I sp-fee " i t s many or* t h e w i t n e s s e s a p p e a r i n g a t the 
h e a r i n g , as r e p o r t e d i n t h e p r e s s and or t e l e v i s i o n , t h a t t h e 
f i r s t end most important i s s u e t h a t needs to be de c i d e d on the 
b a s i s o f f a c t s developed, on a p u b l i c r e c o r d i s the problem o f 
whether t r i e r o i s a need f o r such a b r i d g e • 

My second p o i n t has a p p a r e n t l y been r a t h e r f u l l y covered h e r e t o 
f o r e a t the p u b l i c h e a r i n g . However, I w i s h t o add my v o i c e and 
g i v e my support t o t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t t r i e b r i d g e i s n e i t h e r needed 
nor d e s i r a b l e a t Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s . Among o t t e r r e a s o n s , i t 
i s not needed because of t h e c l o s e p r o x i m i t y o f t h e proposed s i t e 
t o Key, Memorial and R o o s e v e l t I s l a n d B r i d g e s . F i n a l l y , t h e T h r e e 
S i s t e r s I s l a n d s l o c a t i o n would r e s u l t i n an u n n e c e s s a r y s p o l i a t i o n 
o f the Potomac P a l i s a d e s and the s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a ( N a t i o n a l P a r k 
l a n d s ) ; a d e v a s t a t i o n t o the Georgetown w a t e r f r o n t ; and a path 
f o r the f u t u r e and f u r t h e r s p o l i a t i o n of t h e n a t u r a l b e a u t i e s 
p r e s e n t l y embraced i n G l o v e r - A r c h i b a l d Dark. 

c t f u l l v S u b m i t t e d , 

R o b e r t I " . H i s l o p * 
December 19, 1970 
A r 1 i n g t o n, V i • g i n i a 

http://eu.alif.U-d


C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

Deconber 21, 1970 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

A 
Mr. E. P. Rivinus ; ; 
6826 Old Chesterbrook Road \ \ 
McLean, V i r g i n i a 22101 - < C " ^ \ 
Dear Mr. Rivinus: / X \ 

Subject: Route 2 6 5 / P r 6 j e c t 0266-000-101,0501 
\ \y , 0066-000-103,3605 

Arlington Ccvnty^and Uaahington, D C 

Thank you f o r your corrrur.iaation of Decenber 17, 1970. 
I t i s bein?». forwarded to the o f f i c e of the i'ayor-Conaissicner, 
Washington, DC, for inclusion i n the record of the 1-266 (Three 
S i s t e r s i i r i d ^ e ) hearing. 

/ / \ ; \ / 
fionT interest i n th i s toatter i s very much appreciated. 
\ \ \ \ 

\ \ ^ / / ' / Sincerely, 



E. F. PJVINUS 

RECEIVED 
DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS 

VEC21 1970 

DIST. OFFICE' 
CULPEPER. VA', 

E . F . R.ViNUS 
6 3 2 6 C L D C I I L S T E R E K O O K R D . 

M C L E A N , v a . 2 2 1 0 1 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOS 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 21, 1970 

Mrs. Florence F a r r a l l 
205 Itosnoad Drive 
Alexandria, V i r g i n i a 22305 

Dear Mrs. F a r r e l l : 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
<" < ; 0066-000-103,B605 

Arlington Comity and Washington, D C 
/**\ S *v 

Thank you for your ccrnr-un lent ion of December 15, 1970, 
I t 13 beins forwarded to the o f f i c e of the !!ayor-Ccr:nis3ioriar, 
Washington, DC, for inclusion i n the record of the 1-266 (Three 
S i s t c r 3 Bridge) hearing. 

Your Interes t i n t h i s c a t t e r i s very nuch appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



RECEIVED 
DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS 

D E C 2 1 1970 
DIST OFFICE 

CULPEPER, VA', 
~'r 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 s • • 
December 2 1 t 1970 

Mrs. John V. K r u t i l l a 
6609 Beverly Avenue 
McLean, V i r g i n i a 22101 

Dear Mrs. K r u t i l l a : 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
< <( y 0066-000-103, B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 
•—s. X. S 

AT- - < 
Thank you for your cocmunication of Decenber 17, 1970. 

I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-Corarissioner, 
Washington, D C, for inclusion i n the record of the 1-266 (Three 
S i s t e r s Bridge) hearing,, J 

Your i n t e r e s t I n th i s natter i s very much appreciated. 
( ( < \ 

*v \ S i a c e r ^ l y , 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS RECEIVED 
DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS 

D E C 1 7 1970 
DIST. OFFICE 

CULPEPER, VA. 

fteeeaaer I t , I S 7 3 

l - t & t A r l I n ^ t e a County 

a r . Sa©r$e l . . Cfeassv.it, J r . 
t } 0 i tf. Veraee I t r e e t 
A r l l a g t a a , V i r g i n i a £223/ 

Dear Mr. C h e i n u t i 

t'r. P«s*t« a cur Canal f t l o s e r , baa headed ee your l e t t e r i a tad 
8«a«f?ber la c o n c e r n i n g y©*r deeIf* cf ts»24§9 A r t l f i f i M U v R t y , 

/ X v \ 
At p e r your r e p e a t , we a r e eeaweawte eerttaHa-d la year 
te t ter pert of ftna puot 2e bee flee, retard to *« e<Mf»id<sr<&d *>y tiie 
Hl=;:.wiy L„,-...?i«jie!) i n • • • i f , r-2-4 i »; * p. io« o«*s I w i i i c h rniil isa w i l l i s a d 
I n t a f t liapertaat ea-iiaeftl of t h a f a t a r s t a t e S y a t e i s , 

Ve« a r l a g up M a y a e t a t a • e t e r v a t f a n s l a r o a r l e t t e f . we *ire 
a t t a c k i n g a bf?r,^ur« w&tcft veu r e v o r aiay eo« neve e n t i t l e d 
"S-a&e Detlaa Hear lag Infeeaettoa• v f t l e h - l i v e s tha i a e i o j i e atat I ft 
f a c o n c i s e .*orm. I t a H o I n d i c a t e ! tha ttetttft of tf»e Intnretftte 
Systew la tfaefel&stoa, s . C. Ptetroealf tea a r e * wklafe would s e r v e 
the t r a f f l e eataf 1*264* 

I t wtt ! ke Ilka CoMtetfoa'i <4ee*leatec: purpose to s e e (feat the 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l *>nd s o c i a l e f f e c t * of flout* t6d w i l l ke kale t o the 
fclffceftt f a r * l a a e s t h e t i c * end c e n p a t f o t t l t y wl th t&a tu/rowa-Jina 
•fe#« 

Thsatt y«« ef©la f o r your l e t t e r and your e e s s s a a t * . 

¥ery t r w l y y o u r s * 

F. 0 . C o l d ! r e e 
L o s a t i o n ena &e*Saa Cogliteer 

c e i Mr* to Roy Iakla« J r . 
EC i Mr. J . £. Ha mood 

Mr. A. K. Hunsbarger 
Mr. B. 8, Hope-
Mr. H. M. S h a v e r , J r . 

http://Cfeassv.it


2306 H. Vernon St. 
Arlington,Virginia 22207 
12 December 1970 

Mr. Douglas/f. Fu?ate, Commissioner 
Departnenyof Highways 
Coamonw^ilta of V i r g i n i a 
Richmond, Vi r g i n i a 23219 

r < «e^^i of 1-266, Arlingtoi 
V County 
Attat Mr. fcoldirc 

De&r Cosaiaaloner Fugatai •* 

W i l l you please include the followirg comments on the proposed design of 
I-266 in Arlington and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i a your record of the design 
hearing opening on IA December! 

The design includes many awkward and hasardous features. These r e s u l t from zany 
successive ramp entries, marges, crossovers, and road separations within l e s s 
than a u i l e on the V i r g i n i a side. 

Some epproximate measurements and the estimates of the design engineers f o r 
1990 t r a f f i c are shown i n the accompanying table. 

When one compares the ramp and crossover lengths with those that are wall known 
to ba overloaded during rush hours today, i t becomes quite clear that tho 
lengths are sirrply r o t enougn to accommodate the queues that develop, ilarardous 
backups w i l l develop on the through sources, and hasardous jockeying among 
drivers i n the crossovers w i l l be ooaaon. 

These hazarde are the natural r e s u l t of tha mistake of trying to duplicate a 
useful existing road i n a narrow valle y . The design i s bad because the location 
i s bad. 

Pecu l i a r l y , the design would carry a l l bridge approaches on the V i r g i n i a side under 
the existing arch of the sastbound lane of George Washington Parkway, and over the 
ex i s t i n g westbound lane of Spout Run Parkway. The engineering p o s s i b i l i t i e s may 
e x i s t . The p s y c n o l c T i c a l effect of a 3~decder system in slowing up drivers may or 
may not be great, but i t i s l i k e l y to be unequal and to add hazards of unequal speed. 

In any case the e f f e c t of such a bizarre system in marring the l i n e s of the V i r g i n i a 
palisades, added to that of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i t s e l f , w i l l be substantial 
and displeasing. 

In considering any design, we should a l l bear i n mind that the location i s p a r t of 
the design and tho purpose i s tha reason for the design. I f the purpose i s to move 
long-distance trucks into Washington, what d i s t r i b u t i n g center i s found in the 
Georgetown area? I f i t i s to move cccaauters, where can their cars be stacked? Bather 
than to diffuse and multiply individual cars on more and more roads that eat up 
bouses, businesses, and open space, does i t not make more sense to plan systems to 
move more people per vshicie? A broad restudy of the whole transportation problem 
i s cursly in order. 

Very t r u l y yours, rt 

George L. Cheanut, J r . 1/ 



Representative t r a f f i c estimates 
on ramps and crossovers 

(no balance, counts taken a t remote points) 
Source: 1969 counts, Arlington County 

Departnent of Transportation 

Location Length 
in feet 

Source t r a f f i c Ramp t r a f f i c 
( c a r s per day) 

Lane entered 

E3L 1-66 into 
EEL 1-266 and Ramp H 

500 50,630 17,250 22,700 

Ramp H (Lee Hwy. into 
ESL 1-266) 

640 22,730 plus 
22,730 

5,450 22,700 

Ramp H—EBL 1-266 into 1700 
EBL I-266—Ramp K (crossover) 

22,700 
(both sources) 

22,700 17,250 plus 
5,450 

EBL 1-266 to Spout Run 800 17,250 17,250 48,950 

EBL 1-266—Spout Run 
t&rossover 

1000 31,750 plus 
17,250 

48,950 43,450 plus 
5,500 

Spout Run to 
George Wa3hin ton Pkwy. 

625 48,950 5,500 19,970 minimum 

WBL 1-266 to Spout Run 200 43,450 26,200 

Source: 1990 

31,700 

t r a f f i c estimates, design plan 

Some ex i s t i n g conditions, for comparison 

Key Bridge into 1000 32,064 est. 11,000 24,970 
WBL George Washington Pkwy. 

24,970 

Pentagon Mixing Bowl 600 19,250 plus 58,750 19,450 plus 
(each way) 33,300 





. . irw m i l UTI 
FALLS CHURCH, FAIRTAX CITY 
AND PANT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY 

%)o\\$t of & > j r * ^ _ 
Kkshtagton, 3MC 2 0 5 1 ^ - ^ 

December 22, 

Mr„ Thomas F . A i r i s , D i r e c t o r 
D e p a r t m e n t o f H i g h w a y s a n d T r a f f i c 
D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a G o v e r n m e n t 
W a s h i n g t o n , J J 0 C 0 

Dear S i r : 

Tha a t t a c h e d communication, o r p e r t i n e n t e x t r a c t s 
t h e r e o f , i s s e n t f o r y c u r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . P l e a s e i n v e s t i g a t e 
t h e s t a t e m e n t s c o n t a i n e d t h e r e i n and f o r w a r d me t h e n e c e s s a r y 
i n f o r m a t i o n f o r r e p l y r e t u r n i n g t h e e n c l o s e d c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
w i t h y o u r answer. 

Any a s s i s t a n c e you c a n p r o p e r l y r e n d e r toward a c c o m p l i s h i n g 
t h e o b j e c t i v e s t a t e d i n t h e e n c l o s u r e w i l l be a p p r e c i a t e d . 

W i t h b e s t w i s h e s , I am 

J o e l T. B r o y h i l l , i l . C . 

S i n c e r e l y , 



rew 

WASHINGTON-LEE HIGH SCHOOL 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 

December 13, 1970 

Honorable J o e l B r o y h i l l 
House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman B r o y h i l l : 

Washington-Lee High School i n A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a , has one of the more out
s t a n d i n g rowing programs I n the United S t a t e s . T h i s s u c c e s s f u l program would not 
be p o s s i b l e without the e x i s t e n c e of the o u t s t a n d i n g r a c e course now a v a i l a b l e on 
the Potomac R i v e r i n the Key Bridge-Throe S i s t e r s Bridge a r e a . Tha program i s 
h i g h l y b e n e f i c i a l to hundreds of youth, not only c u r i n g each school y e a r , but dur
i n g the summer months as w e l l . I t i s t h e r e f o r e of c o n s i d e r a b l e concern to l e a r n 
t h a t the course might be d i s p l a c e d from i t s p r e s e n t s i t e by one of the proposals 
f o r design of the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e . 

I am w r i t i n g i n b e h a l f of the membership of the Washington-Lee Crew B o o s t e r s . 
We a r e j u s t i f i a b l y proud of our craw program, and the boys I n i t , i n c l u d i n g those 
from competing s c h o o l s . The crew program a t Washington-Lee t h i s y e a r i n v o l v e s over 
one hundred boys competing and rowing-, ( as has been tha case f o r over twenty y e a r s ) . 
Many other boys, and soma g i r l s , a r e i n v o l v e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g the summer months. 
The outstanding r a c e course to run che 60 foot long s h e l l s , and many s m a l l e r ones, 
i s e s s e n t i a l i f the program i s to continue. 

I t i s p r i m a r i l y f o r the boys i n the craw program, and f o r the o t h e r youngsters 
i n v o l v e d , t h a t we request your a s s i s t a n c e and cooperation i n s e c u r i n g the proper 
bridge design. I t i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l t h a t che " t h r e e span a l t e r n a t e " which does 
not a f f e c t our r a c e course, and which has no p i e r or p i e r s i n the middle of the r i v e r , 
be adopted f o r the b r i d g e design. A l l tha good t h a t was accomplished i n 1962 by the 
removal of the o l d Aquaduct Bridge p i e r s would be negated i f t h i s b ridge i s improperly 
designed and b u i l t . Our crew program can not continue without t h i s r a c e course. 

The broad community i n t e r e s t i n crewing i s c l e a r from the f a c t t h a t s i x o t h e r 
Northern V i r g i n i a high s c h o o l s , the l o c a l c o l l e g e s , and o t h e r v i s i t i n g craws, compete 
i n r a c e s on t h i s course. 

Any a s s i s t a n c e you can give us i n s e c u r i n g tha " t h r e e span a l t e r n a t e " design w i l l 
be g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . Thank you k i n d l y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y y o u r s , 

Mrs. Jean A r t h u r s 
Washington-Lee Crew Booster Chairman 

• 
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DOUGLAS B. FUGATE. COMMISSIONER 
G. L. BAUGHAN. LURAY. VA. 
DOUGLAS G JANNEY. FREDERICKSBURG, VA. 
W. FRED DUCKWORTH, NORFOLK. VA. 
E A R L A. FITZPATRICK, ROANOKE. VA. 
THOMAS R. GLASS. LYNCHBURG, VA. 
RUFUS T. HAIR3T0N. BRISTOL. VA. 
LE ROY EAKIN, JR., McLEAN, VA. 
RCBFRT S. WEAVER, JR.. VICTORIA. VA. 

r o M M O N ^ - : \ m ! O F \ i R ( i 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 
R I C H M O N D , VA. 2 3 2 1 9 

JOHN E. HARWOOD, 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER & CHIEF ENGINEER 

A. B. E U R E , DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

A. K. HUNSBERGER, DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING 

J. V. C L A R K E , DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 

W. S. G. BRITTON, 
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING 

P. B. :OLDIRON 
LOCATION AND DESIGN ENGINEER December 24, 1970 

IN R E P L Y P L E A S E R E F E R TO 

Inte rs ta te Route 266 
Arlington County and Washington, D. C. 

Jo in t Design Public Hearing 

Mr. Leonard A. DeGast 
Ass is tant Director 
Office of Plannina and Proaramming 
415 12th S t ree t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. DeGast: 

Attached are copies of correspondence from Mr. F . C. Turner and Senator 
Harry F . Byrd, J r . , concerning the above described pro ject . 

Please include th is correspondence in your publ ic hearing record. 

Yours very t ru ly , 
— v / » 

P. B. Coldiron 
Location and Design Engineer 

JMT/clc 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

December 24, 1970 

In te r s ta te Route 266 
Arlington County and Washington, D. C . 

Mr. Leonard A. DeOast 
A s s l s t - n t Director 
Office of Planning and Programming 
415 12th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Mr. De3ast: 

Jo in t Design Publ ic Hearing 

Attached are cccios ofr CQfresprodence from f!r. F . C. Turner and Senator 
Harry F . Syrd, J r . , concerning the abeveNdescribed r r o . v c t . 

/ V \ \ / / 
Please include th is correspondence in your publ ic hearing record. 

\ V \ Yjmr^very, t r u l y , 

P. B. Coldiron 
Location and Design Engineer 

JMT/clc 



U . S . D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N : ' i °f[ 
F E D E R A L H I G H W A Y A D M I N I S T R A T I O N j 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2053V ! 

O F F I C E O F T H E A D M I N I S T R A T O R DEC X I £73 

Honorable Harry F. ByTd, J r . 
United States Senate 
Washington* D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Byrd: 

This v i l l acknowledge receipt of your l e t t e r of December 1, signed 
by a l l members of che Congress from the Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a , 
urging the. e a r l y construction of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and the 
connecting segments of I n t e r s t a t e Route 265 i n V i r g i n i a . 

I share your concern over the delays I n t h i s construction and 
assure you of cur intention to tr.ovc an promptly es possible, both 
i n V i r g i n i a and i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, toward completion of 
these I n t e r s t a t e route segments following tha r e s o l u t i o n of current 
l e g a l questions which are now under consideration i n the courts. 
P u b l i c hearings now scheduled by t h e ' D i s t r i c t Government and by the 
Commonwealth or V i r g i n i a arc expected to c l e a r the way for advance
ment of the Three S i s t e r s Bridge toward completion. 

I appreciate very much your support for t h i s program as evidenced 
I n the l e t t e r you signed.. 

S i n c e r e l y y ours e 

F . G. T u r n e r 
Federal H;~hwsy Administrator 

( I d e n t i c a l l e t t e r sent to each of the ten Congressmen and one Senator 
oa the attached l i s t . ) - ' .' 

R E C E I V E D 

DEC 1 3 1370 
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Honorable William B. Spong, J r . 
United States Senate -
Washington, D. C. 20510 

** 
Honorable Watkins M. Abbitt 
House of Representatives • •• ' • 
Washington, D. C. 20515 ." 

Honorable J o e l T. B r o y h i l l .. •" *. • 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Honorable Richard H. Poff 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Honorable Thomas N. Downing 
House of Representatives "". .'•'*" 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Honorable John.O. Marsh, J r . 
House of Representatives . - ' • 
Washington, D. C. 20515 ": 

Honorable David E. S a t t e r f i e l d , 3d . • 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 . . 

Honorable William C. Wampler t - *-• 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Honorable William L. Scott 
House of Representatives 
Washington.*D. C. 20515 

Honorable G. William Whitehurst 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Honorable W. C. (Dan) Daniel 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D..__C. 20515 



ARMCDSCD v i c e s 

I U A M V I L L C. VlhUNl* 2 4 5 4 1 
1 TtitrwoNLi 7'J2.-\zao 

C o n g r e s s o f t l j e ( H i t i i C l i S t a t e s 

%)Qiis& of Scprcscittatiuesf 

KfasIj(nsfo«f D.C. 20515 _ F 

D e c e m b e r l f 1970 

Mr. F r a n c i s C. T u r n e r , A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . . 
D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
400 S i x t h S t r e e t , S. W. 
W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 2 0 5 9 1 . . . . . . 

D e a r Mr. T u r n e r : 

We, t h e u n d e r s i g n e d members o f t h e C o n g r e s s from t h e 
Commonwealth o f V i r g i n i a , b e l i e v e t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e and t h e c o n n e c t i n g I n t e r s t a t e 266 s p u r 
i n V i r g i n i a i s e s s e n t i a l i f t h e W a s h i n g t o n m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a 
i s t o h a v e an a d e q u a t e , b a l a n c e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m , and 
i t s h o u l d p r o c e e d w i t h o u t a d d i t i o n a l d e l a y . 

The H i g h w a y ' D e p a r t m e n t o f V i r g i n i a and t h e D i s t r i c t 
o f C o l u m b i a , t h e f o r m e r U n i t e d S t a t e s B u r e a u o f P u b l i c Roads, 
a n d t h e p r e s e n t U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
h a v e c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t r a f f i c f - c r e c a s t s p o i n t t o an 
o v e r w h e l m i n g - n e e d f o r a b r i d g e o v e r t h e Potomac R i v e r i n t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s A r e a . 

S u c h a c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d n e e d l e d t o t h e i n c l u s i o n 
o f t h e b r i d g e and I n t e r s t a t e 266 a s p a r t s o f t h e i n t e r s t a t e 
h i g h w a y s y s t e m ' i n 1960. I n s u b s e q u e n t y e a r s i t h a s become 
i n c r e a s i n g l y e v i d e n t t h a t t h i s b r i d g e - a n d - h i g h w a y f a c i l i t y 
i s a must, i f t h e n e e d s o f a l l t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e Common
w e a l t h o f V i r g i n i a — and e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e l i v i n g i n t h e 
a r e a s a d j a c e n t t o t h e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a — a r e t o be 
a d e q u a t e l y s e r v e d . The w e l l - k n o w n p r e s e n t t r a f f i c c o n g e s 
t i o n i n t h i s a r e a i s e x p e n s i v e t o V i r g i n i a m o t o r i s t s , and 
i t acfds s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o t h e c o s t s i n t h e d e l i v e r y o f goods 
w i t h i n t h i s a r e a . . - - •--

I n March o f 19 6 8 t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o f V i r g i n i a 
a d o p t e d t h e a t t a c h e d r e s o l u t i o n , e x p r e s s i n g i t s d e s i r e f o r 
a prompt a u t h o r i z a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e and p o i n t 
i n g o u t t h a t - t h e a d d i t i o n a l Potomac R i v e r c r o s s i n g i n t h e ,„....-„ 

R E C E I V E D 



'Mr. F r a n c i s C. T u r n e r 
Page Two 

December 1 , 19 70 

T h r e e S i s t e r s a r e a a s a p a r t o f t h e i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m was a 
b a s i c f a c t o r i n t h e d e c i s i o n t h a t I n t e r s t a t e 66 would p r o v i d e 
a s a t i s f a c t o r y c o n n e c t i o n between Washington and t h e D u l l e s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . I f t h e b r i d g e i s n o t c o n s t r u c t e d , 
D u l l e s t r a f f i c w i l l f i n d t h e Potomac c r o s s i n g a b o t t l e n e c k 
so s e v e r e a s t o s u b s t a n t i a l l y n u l l i f y the h i g h - s p e e d , l i m i t e d -
a c c e s s c o n n e c t i o n between Washington and t h e a i r p o r t . 

I t s h o u l d a l s o be borne i n mind t h a t i n 19 6 8 the C o n g r e s s 
of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s p e c i f i c a l l y e x p r e s s e d i t s d e s i r e t h a t t h e 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e be c o n s t r u c t e d p r o m p t l y . 

I t i s , o f c o u r s e , i m p e r a t i v e t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a l v a l u e s 
r e c e i v e c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of t h e b r i d g e and t h e c o n n e c t i n g s p u r r o u t e . We f e e l t h a t 
t h e r e i s s u f f i c i e n t c o n c e r n and competence i n t h e V i r g i n i a and 
D i s t r i c t o f Columbia Highway Departments and the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o a s s u r e f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f . 
t h e s e v a l u e s , and we r e i t e r a t e our d e s i r e t h a t t h e s e p r o j e c t s 
move f o r w a r d w i t h o u t f u r t h e r d e l a y . 



.* .•._•- , HOUSE J O I N T R E S O L U T I O N NO. 1C8 • 

Memorializing the members of the delegation to the Congress of the United 

Stales from Virginia to assure the prompt authorization of the pro-
. posed Three Sisters Bridge across the Potomac River. 

Offered March 6, 1968- * >'.:'• 
_ St . 

• " . , . "••*"' P a t r o n — M r . Daniel , \V. C. 

Referred to the Committee on Federal Relations 

Whereas, the United States Department of Transportation 13 consid
er ing disapproval of the proposed Three-Sisters Bridge across the Potomac 
R i v e r connecting Arl ington County and the District of Columbia area : and 

Whereas, this bridge is an essential part of Interstate Route 265; and 
Whereas, planning for this crossing has been underway since June-

t h i r t y , nineteen hundred s ixty , when Interstate 266 with a bridge across 
the Potomac was first approved by the United. States Bureau of Public 
Roads ; and . • 

Whereas, all traffic forecasts made by responsible highway authori
ties Indicate an overwhelming need for a bridge over the Potomac in the 
Three Sisters a r e a ; and 

Whereas, the interstate plan for Northern V i rg in ia is entirely com
patible w i t h proposed mass transit facilities in that area, and is v i ta l to 
assure a n adequate, balanced transportation system; and 

Whereas, designation of an additional Potomac R iver crossing in the 
Three S i s t e r s area as a part of the interstate system was a basic factor in 
the decision that Interstate 66 would provide a satisfactory connection 
between Washington and the Dulles International Airport access road; and 

Whereas, the V i r g i n i a Department of Highways has worked closely 
w i t h federal, regional and local agencies in developing plans for the pro
posed r iver crossing and interstate connection; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, T h a t the 
General Assembly of \ ' i rg inia urges that Virg in ia members of the Congress 
of the United States exert al l possible efforts to assure the prompt author
ization for c a r r y i n g out plans originally approved by federal authorities in 
nineteen hundred s i x t y to construct these integral segments of theJnter -

K t b 11V L D 



House Joint Resolution No. 1GS 2 

state highway system. T h e c lerk of the House of Delegates is directed to' 

send to each member of the V i r g i n i a delegation to the Congress of the 

United States a copy of this resolution. • • . . . . . . • ,•• 

: f : - R E C E I V E D . 

! DEC 1 8 1070 



COMMONWEALTH OF VlhGiNIA 
D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

January 6, 1971 

Mrs. Fred D. Melino 
4728 North 26th Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Bear Mrs. Melino: 

Subject: Route 266, Prolect 0266-000-101,C501 
/ 0266-000-103,3605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you f o r your comraunlcation of January 3 
regarding tha proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge Prolect. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the 1'ayor-
Commissloner, Washington, D C f o r consideration. 

Your in t e r e s t i n th i s natter i 3 very much 
appreciated. 

<Z\ Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



January 3, 1971 

Mr. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t Engineer 
Department of Highways 
Culpeper, Va. 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope, 

I r e a l i z e t h i s l e t t e r w i l l be r e c e i v e d a l i t t l e l a t e , 
not too l a t e , I hope, to be included i n the protest a g a i n s t 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

both my husband and T, taxpaying c i t i z e n s of A r l i n g t o n 
County, are ve r y much opposed to the planned bridge. V/e 
cannot see where i t w i l l a l l e v i a t e the t r a f f i c problems 
a l r e a d y oppressing the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, net to mention 
the horrendous parking problem. I t couldn't p o s s i b l y c l e a r 
up the a i r p o l l u t i o n caused by the number of motor v e h i c l e s 
t r a v e l l i n g i n t o the D i s t r i c t d a i l y . 

Besides the acove mentioned, we see i t as a t h r e a t to 
the b e a u t i f u l scenery around George Washington Parkway and 
(Hover Archibald r a r k . We ve r y much need the remaining 
greenery t h a t we now have for our c h i l d r e n to enjoy i n the 
f u t u r e . 

We'd l i k e a l s o to express our disgust a t the plans, f o r 
the North C e n t r a l Freeway, the l a s t thing Washington needs 1 
We a l r e a a y are l a c k i n g i n adequate places f o r people to l i v e ; 
s u r e l y we could make good use of e x i s t i n g housing f a c i l i t i e s 
u n t i l we can come up with something b e t t e r . 

We'd l i k e to see the money t h a t i s being dumped i n t o 
these two worthless p r o j e c t s be given to making the proposed 
Metro System b e t t e r , — a more economical t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
system f o r the people of the D i s t r i c t and surrounding a r e a s . 
That money could go to make sure the plans are completely 
adequate and e f f i c i e n t . We and many of our f r i e n d s are 
r e a l l y l o o king forward to the day Metro i s running! 

S i n c e r e l y , 



D U L L E S I N D U S T R I A L A E R O S P A C E P A R K . I N C . 
P. O. BOX 17212 

DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
WASHINGTON, D. C . 20041 

TELEPHONE. (703) 471-1455 

December 28, 1970 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y t o t h e Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h and E S t r e e t s , NW 
W a s h i n g t o n , D. C. 20004 

D e a r Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I w i s h t o l e n d o u r s u p p o r t t o t h e e f f o r t t o c o n 
s t r u c t t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e a s recommended b y t h e 
D i s t r i c t and V i r g i n i a h i g h w a y d e p a r t m e n t s . 

T h i s f a c i l i t y i s needed f o r i m p r o v e d a c c e s s t o 
D u l l e s I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . The p r e s e n t f a c i l i t i e s 
s e r v i n g D u l l e s a r e n o t a d e q u a t e and i t i s i m p o r t a n t 
t h a t t h e T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e b e c o n s t r u c t e d t o t i e 
i n t o t h e l i m i t e d a c c e s s D u l l e s H i g h w a y and w i t h o t h e r 
r o a d s i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n M e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . The p r e d i c t e d 
i n c r e a s e i n p a s s e n g e r and c a r g o t r a f f i c i n and o u t o f 
D u l l e s makes i t i m p e r a t i v e t h a t g r o u n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s be c o n s t r u c t e d so t h a t t h e A i r p o r t w i l l be 
a d e q u a t e l y s e r v e d . 

V e r y t r u l y y o u r s , 

DULLES INDUSTRIAL AEROSPACE PARK, INC. 

P a u l I . Gr i n b e r g , j J r . 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

PG:cg 



December 28, 1970 

President 
Peyton Klopfenstein 

Vice President 
Pete Floros 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Tom L. Barrow 

Senior Associate 
Harry W. Bendall 

Associate Brokers 
George Dewey, Jr. 

James J. MacPherson 
Associates 

Ruth W. H i l l Juan J. Valldejuli Eugene J. Rice Peter G. Roushakes Richard C. Dunham 

Mr. M a r t i n S c h a l l e r 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y t o the Mayor 
D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 
1 4 t h & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2000^ 

Dear Mr. S c h a l l e r : 

I t i s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t t h e Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e be 
c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h o u t any f u r t h e r d e l a y . 

I t was my u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t a l l governmental 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n c l u d i n g the FINE ARTS COMMISSION had 
endorsed the t h r e e spanned d e s i g n . 

I f t h i s i s the c a s e , why s h o u l d t h e r e by any f u r t h e r 
d e l a y ? 

PK/lml 

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL & INVESTMENT VIRGINIA • MARYLAND • WASHINGTON, D.C. 

R e a l E s t a t e Associates of Virginia, inc. 
6231 Leesburg Pike, Suite 206 • • Falls Church, Va. 22044 
Area Code 703 • • 534-6040 



C O M M O N W F A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 
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BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 30, 1970 n

 1 

Mrs. L. H. Martin 
2520 H. 23rd Road 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

\ \ 
Dear Mrs. Martin: 

-

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
0266-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your conmunlcatlon of December 26 
regarding tha proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge Project. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner, Washington, D C for consideration. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n th i s matter i s very much 
appreciated. 

\ \ <r Sincerely, 
\ 1 S 

/ 

D, B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

D B S 

pk / 
i 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, v i t h correspondence. 
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C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

XXXXXXXJC 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 30, 1970 

Kr. Paul E . Lemmon 
2413 North Kennore Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Dear Mr. Lemmon: 
" • • • 

Subject: Route 1-66, Arlington County 
Project C066-0C0-102,C505,C507 

and Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
0266-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 21 
regarding the subject projects. 

Your o r i g i n a l l a t t e r i s being submitted to our 
Location aud Design Engineer and a copy i s being 
forwarded to Mr lia r t i n K Schaller, of tha o f f i c e of 
the Mayor-Corroir.sioner, Washington, D C, for 
information on these proposed projects. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n these projects i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr. Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



2lil3 North Kenraore S t r e e t 
A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a 2220? 
December 21, 1970 

Mr. D. D. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Highway Department 
Culpepcr, V i r g i n i a 

Dear Mr. Hooe: 

Re: Design P u b l i c Hearings - 1-66 
Re: Design P u b l i c Hearing - 1-266 

On s e v e r a l occasions I have r e g i s t e r e d my o b j e c t i o n s to proposals, p l a n s , 
and a c t i o n s concerning the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the A r l i n g t o n p o r t i o n of I n t e r s t a t e 
1-66, the I n t e r s t a t e Segment 1-266, and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. Being a 
member and o f f i c i a l of an important A r l i n g t o n Church ( t h e 4 i e r r y d a l e United 
Methodist Church) which w i l l be harmed by these c o n s t r u c t i o n proposals i f they 
are e f f e c t e d , and a r e s i d e n t of Arlington who owner, property t h a t w i l l be 
a f f e c t e d , I have t r i e d to r a i s e o b j e c t i o n s i n the best i n t e r e s t s of the Church 
congregation, the r e s i d e n t s of A r l i n g t o n County, and of my own property i n t e r e s t s , , 

I am aware o f the Department o f Transportation's P o l i c y and Procedural 
Memorandum dated January 1U, 1969 ( T r a n s m i t t a l l h ? ) . T h i s document appears 
to be an e x c e l l e n t guiding p o l i c y statement r e f l e c t i n g the c u r r e n t a t t i t u d e s 
o f the people, the Congress, and the P r e s i d e n t . However, i t appears necessary 
to' i n s i s t t h a t these p o l i c y d i r e c t i v e s a r e complied w i t h and many people at 
h e a r i n g s , through correspondence and through, the news media have r a i s e d grave 
.doubts. 

Tne a t t i t u d e s o f the p u b l i c , the Congress and the P r e s i d e n t d e a l i n g w i t h 
a v e r y important area i n the development c f our country, the p r o t e c t i o n and 
enhancement of the q u a l i t y of the environment, have been c r y s t a l l i s e d during 
the p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s as more information and experience has become a v a i l a b l e 
and as more dialogue about these matters has taken p l a c e , I r e f e r s p e c i f i c a l l y 
to the Environmental P o l i c y Act"and to the Environmental Education Act. I t 
appears t h a t a whole new l i s t o f circumstances and f a c t o r s need to be completely 
and c a r e f u l l y considered before any of the three proposals f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n can 
be adequately viewed i n the l i g h t o f the P o l i c y and Procedural Memorandum of the 
Highway Department mentioned above. 

I have read many c f the statements cn these subjects" made a t hear i n g s , 
through correspondence and i n the news media. I v i s a to point out that I am 
i n complete agreement w i t h the objections and f a c t s presented by K r . L e s l i e 
Logan, r e p r e s e n t i n g A r l i n g t o n i a n s f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of the Potomac P a l i s a d e s 
and other o r g a n i s a t i o n s , i n h i s many p r e s e n t a t i o n concering these matters. I 
r e f e r s p e c i f i c a l l y to h i s , "Statement Before Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a Highway 
Department of I n t e r s t a t e Route - 6 6 , A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a , September 29, 1970", and 
to h i s , "Statement on 1-266, J o i n t P u b l i c Hearing, December 1U, 1970". I 
indorse there statements as my own and wish to emphasise them. 

I am e s p e c i a l l y aware o f the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s needed and expressed i n tha 
P o l i c y and Procedure Memorandum of January l u , 1969 w i t h r e s p e c t to items: 
h ( c ) 5 - Pecreation and p a r k s ; U(c)7 - A e s t h e t i c s ; !;(c)10 - R e s i d e n t i a l and 
neighborhood c h a r a c t e r and l o c a t i o n ; U ( c ) l l - R e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
p r a c t i c e s ; h ( c ) l h - n a t u r a l and h i s t o r i c landmarks; U ( c ) l 5 - n o i s e , and a i r , 
and water p o l l u t i o n ; h ( c ) l 6 -*property v a l u e s ; and h ( c ) 1 9 - education 
( i n c l u d i n g d i s r u p t i o n of school d i s t r i c t o p e r a t i o n s ) . 



C u r r e n t l y , and under the present e x i s t i n g s t a t u s of p u b l i c awareness 
about p r e s e r v i n g and enhancing the q u a l i t y o f America's environment, I 
cannot but conclude t h a t a l l of the c o n s t r u c t i o n items w i t h which t h i s 
l e t t e r r e l a t e s , namely 1-66, 1-266, and the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e , must be 
reconsidered i n t h e i r e n t i r e t y . I t appears t h a t none of these proposals a r e 
needed a t the present time. As we.proceed to c l a r i f y the needs and the impact 
on the environment o f these and many other proposals to meet e x i s t i n g 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n requirements, I b e l i e v e other a l t e r n a t i v e poroposals w i l l be 
unveil e d to adequately handle the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n requirements without the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f any of these t h r e e items w i t h which t h i s l e t t e r i s s p e c i f i c a l l ; 
concerned. 

I implore you to consider these items c a r e f u l l y and thoroughly i n l i n e 
w i t h your P o l i c y and Procedure d i r e c t i v e s . 

P l e ase make t h i s l e t t e r a p a r t o f the o f f i c i a l report o f hearings 
and c o n s i d e r a t i o n s concerned w i t h these matters. 

Attachment - a second copy o f t h i s l e t t e r f c r i n c l u s i o n i n 1-266 records. 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

— kt-z xxxxxx:ccxxxxxxxx 
lu n j BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 30,1970 

Mr. R. B. KcAtee 
Parkway Citi z e n s Association 
3200 North 22nd Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22201 

Dear Mr. KcAtee: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,3605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 22 
regarding the proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge Project. 
I t i s being forwarded to tha o f f i c e of the hiayor-
Conaissioner, Washington, D C for consideration. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n th i s natter i s very much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

DBH 
pk 



P A R K W A Y C I T I Z E N S A S S O C I A T I O N 

22 December 1970 

Mr. D.B.Hep* 
D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Department * f Highways 
Culpeper, Va. 

S i r : 

P l e a s e make tha e n c l e s e d l a t t e r a p a r t of the e f f i c i s . 1 r e c e r d 

• f the h e a r i n g on I n t e r s t a t e 266. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y r e q u e s t e d 
4 J \rtj£d/^r-, 

R.B.McAtee; C f t r r . S e c , 
3200 N 22nd St 
A r l i n g t o n , Va. 22201 



PARKWAY CITIZENS A S S O C I A T I O N 

2 2 December 1 9 7 0 

Mr. D.B.Hopa; D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Department ©f Highways 
Culpeper, / a < 

S i r : 

WHEREAS the g o a l of the parkway C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n as 

d e s c r i b e d I n i t s by-laws adopted f i f t y y e a r s age i s t e p r e s e r v e 

the a e s t h e t i c , s o c i a l and h i s t o r i c q u a l i t i e s of the a r e a , and 

WHEREAS the 1-66 and 1-266 (Th r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e ) p r o j e c t s 

would be d e t r i m e n t a l t e these q u a l i t i e s i n t h ^ Parkway C i t i z e n s 

A s s s e i a t i o n membership a r e a c f 900 s i n g l e f a m i l y r e s i d e n c e s . 

Parkway C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n r e a f f i r m s i t s o p p o s i t i o n to 

these p r o j e c t s . 

Parkway C i t i z s n s A s s s c i a t e o n endorses the f i n d i n g s of e x p e r t s 

t h a t t h e s a i n t e r s t a t a highway p r o j e c t s are not nsoded, t h a t they 

w i l l s e r i o u s l y i n c r e a s e a i r and n o i s e p o l l u t i o n i n our a r ? a , t h a t 

they w i l l usurp i r r e p l a c e a b l e n a t i o n a l p a r k l a n d and h i s t o r i c s i t e s , 

and d e s t r o y tha q u a l i t y ©f l i f e i n our r e s i d e n t i a l neirhharh'sod; 

THEREFORE, Parkway C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n r e s p e c t f u l l y r e q u e s t s 

t h a t the Department c f Highways of the Commenwealth of V i r g i n i a 

and the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Highway Department abandon t h a s e 

p r e j e c t s . 
R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

R.B.MoAtee; C o r r . S e c . 
5200 N 22nd S t . 
A r l i n g t o n , V a . 22201 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

BOX 671, COLFEFER, VA 
December 30, 1970 

22701 

Miss Mayne Parker 
Alexandria Association 
Arcttirus on tha Potomac 
Alexandria, V i r g i n i a 22308 

Dear Miss Parker: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0266-000-103,B605 

Arlington County and V'ashington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 23 
regarding tha proposed Three Slaters Bridge Project. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner, Washington, D C for consideration. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n t h i s matter i s very much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D, B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
Pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



Arcturus on the Potomac, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22308 
December 23, 1970 

Mr. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t Engineer, 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways, 
Culpeper, V i r g i n i a 22701 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

The A l e x a n d r i a A s s o c i a t i o n , of A l e x a n d r i a , V i r g i n i a , w i t h more 

than 399 Members, wishes to r e g i s t e r o b j e c t i o n to the proposed r o u t e , 266 

between the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Canal Road and MacArthur Boulevard i n Y&shington, D.C. 

and a connection w i t h proposed I n t e r s t a t e Route 66 near Lorccra Lane i n A r l i n g t o n 

County, V i r g i n i a i n c l u d i n g a proposed bridge ( r e f e r r e d t o as Three S i s t e r s Bridge) 

across the Potomac R i v e r i n the v i c i n i t y of Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s * 

life are sonvinced t h a t encroachment onto the r i v e r shore a t t h i s 

already overcrowded p o i n t , threatens to a f f e c t other plans f o r approacb.es along 

the Potomac R i v e r throughout the Potomac V a l l e y , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h i n the A l e x a n d r i a 

and other V i r g i n i a a r e a s . 

Tfe t h e r e f o r e pray t h a t you w i l l consider our request t h a t other 

means be found to s a t i s f y the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n promoters, without s a c r i f i c i n g 

the s c e n i c importance and completely conjested s h o r e l i n e s . 

Most s i n c e r e l y , / ) / 

(Mis s ) Mayme<J7arker, Representative t o 
Potomac V a l l e y Conservation and Rec r e a t i o n Council 
f o r the A l e x a n d r i a A s s o c i a t i o n 

Botes - I attended the hearings 
a t the Department of 'Commerce 
Auditorium , on December 14, 1970. 

http://approacb.es
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BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 
December 30, 1970 

Hr. Davidson C. Miller 
Stevens, Davis, Miller & Mcsher 
1911 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Suite 600 Crystal Mall 1 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22202 

Dear Mr. M i l l e r : 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
0265-000-103,3605 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 22 
regarding the proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge Project. 
I t i s being forwarded to the of f i c e of the "r'ayor-
Comroiesioner, Washington, D C for consideration. 

Your in t e r e s t i n th i s matter In very much 
appreciated. 

\ \ ) ) 
\ / / Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

D3H ^ ~~ 
pk X 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



R I C H A R D K. S T E V E N S 
D A V I O S O N C . M I L L E R 
E L L S W O R T H H. M O S H E R 
R O G E R L . H A N S E L 
J. H . F I E L D I N G J U K E S 
R I C H A R D C . H A R R I S 
J O H N H . L E W I S , J R . 
F A R R E L L R . W E R B O W 
W I L L I A M A . K N O E L L E R 
r. R I C H A R D M A L Z O N E 
A N G E L O J - M E L E 
J O H N F. W I T H E R S P O O N 

D O N A L O G . W E L S H 
R U S S E L L J - E G A N 
H A R O L D C . W E G N E R 
E D W A R D J - K E S S L E R 
C H A R L E S A . W E N D E L 

L A W O F F I C E S O F 

S T E V E N S , D A V I S , M I L L E R & M O S H E R 
1911 J E F F E R S O N D A V I S H I G H W A Y 

S U I T E 6 0 0 C R Y S T A L M A L L I 

A R L I N G T O N , V I R G I N I A 2 2 2 0 2 

T E L E P H O N E : ( 7 0 3 ) 9 2 0 - 3 9 0 0 

December 22, 1970 

O F C O U N S E L 

R O B E R T F. D A V I S 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

D E P A R T M E N T 

J . H . F I E L D I N G J U K E S 

R I C H A R D C . H A R R I S 

F. R I C H A R D M A L Z O N E 

C A B L E A D D R E S S 

" I N V E N T I O N " 

W A S H I N G T O N , D- C . 

T E L E X N O . 8 9 - 2 7 4 6 

Mr. D. B. Hope, D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a S t a t e H i g h w a y D e p a r t m e n t 
C u l p e p p e r , V i r g i n i a 

D e a r Mr. Hope: 

I r e q u e s t t h a t you make t h i s l e t t e r a p a r t o f 
t h e r e c o r d o f t h e P u b l i c D e s i g n H e a r i n g f o r R o u t e I 2 6 6 . 
I was n o t a b l e t o be p r e s e n t a t t h e h e a r i n g and f o r t h a t 
r e a s o n w o u l d l i k e t o p r e s e n t my v i e w s b y l e t t e r . 

I t seems t o me t h a t t h e r e a l l y b a s i c p r o b l e m 
p r e s e n t e d b y R o u t e I 266 o r i n d e e d b y a n y o t h e r i n t e r 
s t a t e r o u t e i n a c e n t r a l m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a i s t h a t we 
c i t i z e n s w a n t t o be p r o g r e s s i v e b u t we do n o t f u l l y u n d e r 
s t a n d t h a t t h e same a c t w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e d p r o g r e s s y e s t e r d a y 
may t o d a y impede p r o g r e s s . When I was a boy I l i v e d i n 
W a s h i n g t o n C o u n t y , M a r y l a n d , and I w e l l remember t h a t o u r 
p o l i t i c a l h e r o s w e r e t h e p e o p l e who b u i l t r o a d s t o g e t u s 
o u t o f t h e mud. The d i f f i c u l t y i s t h a t t h i s was f i f t y y e a r s 
ago, and w h a t was p r o g r e s s t h e n i s r e a c t i o n a r y t o d a y . 

T h o s e who s e e k a c c e l e r a t e d h i g h w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n 
l o o k t o e x t r a p o l a t i o n s o r p r o j e c t i o n s o f t h e p r e s e n t 
t r a f f i c s i t u a t i o n ; and b a s e d upon t h i s , t h e y u r g e an 
a c c e l e r a t e d b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m . The f i g u r e s s h o u l d r e v e a l t h a t 
t h e t i m e f o r f r a n t i c h i g h w a y b u i l d i n g i n m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s 
i s a l r e a d y p a s s e d b e c a u s e e v e n i f t h e h i g h w a y s c o u l d be 
b u i l t t o meet t h e a n t i c i p a t e d c o n d i t i o n s s o c i e t y i s u n a b l e 
t o t o l e r a t e t h e s i d e e f f e c t s i n p o l l u t i o n and n o i s e . I 
t h e r e f o r e u r g e t h e S t a t e H i g h w a y D e p a r t m e n t t o b e a r i n mind 
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t h a t i t i s no l o n g e r w o r k i n g on t h e l a u d a b l e p r o j e c t o f 
g e t t i n g o u r s t a t e o u t o f t h e mud, a p r o j e c t s o b a d l y 
needed f i f t y y e a r s ago, b u t must t o d a y l o o k t o and s u p p o r t 
o t h e r means o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w h i c h w i l l h a v e t o d e v e l o p 
a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e h i g h w a y d e v e l o p m e n t i f o u r m e t r o 
p o l i t a n d i s t r i c t s a r e t o s u r v i v e . 

V e r y t r u l y y o u r s , 

DCM/srg 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

XXXXXXXXXX3CCXXXS 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 

December 30, 1970 
22701 

Mr. Reginald Carl Harmon 
Major General, U.S.A.?. - Ret. 
2709 north Norwood Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Dear Hr. Ramon: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,C501 
0266-000-103,3505 

Arlington County and Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 24 
regarding the proponed Three Sinters Bridge Project. 
I t i s being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the Mayor-
Commissioner, Washington, D C for consideration. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n t h i s natter i s very much 
appreciated. 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 



R E G I N A L D C A R L H A R M O N 

M A J O R G E N E R A L . U . S . A . F . - R E T . 

2 7 0 8 N O R T H N O R W O O D S T R E E T 

A R L I N G T O N . V I R G I N I A 2 2 2 0 7 

Mr. D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
C u l p e p e r , V i r g i n i a 22701 

He: I - 2G6 P r o j e c t 

Deai Mr. Hope: 

December 24, 1970 
2709 North Norwood S t r e e t 
A r l i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a 22207 

1 J t l J e U C i i « U O A i — it> U 0 « 

Former Juclge Advac. te General 
u. b. A i r r o r c e 

F i r s t a s p r e s i d e n t of one of the c i t i z e n s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s 
i n A r l i n g t o n County and l a t e r a s an i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n , I 
have attended most of the h e a r i n g s Ci* s u b j e c t p r o j e c t s i ^ c c 
1964, and read a l l of the r e c o r d of i t s p r o g r e s s fro;.: tiie 
beg i n n i n g . 

As a la w y e r f o r the pa s t 43 y e a r s , i n c l u d i n g 12 yours 
i n the performance of j u d i c i a l f u n c t i o n s , I do nut b e l i e v e 
i t has a chance f o r s u c c e s s , not only because of tho almost 
u n i v e r s a l o p p o s i t i o n of the people a f f e c t e d but because, 
i f the matter cane before me as a judge, on the ev i d e n c e , 
I would have to decide t h a t n e i t h e r the l o c a t i o n nor the 
de s i g n h e a r i n g s were conducted a c c o r d i n g to law. 

Continued p r e s s u r e f o r t h i s h o ' ' l e s s p r o j e c t w i l l 
o n l y i m p e r i l more worthy p r o j e c t s r e l a t e d to i t . I n view 
of the overwhelming o p p o s i t i o n to i t , tne p r o p o s a l was a 
mistahe from the be g i n n i n g . 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

D E P A R T M E N T O F H I G H W A Y S 

xxxxxxxxxxjoccoac 
BOX 671, CULPEPER, VA 22701 

December 30,1970 

Mr. Ray Reid, President 
Riverwood C i t i z e n s ' Association 
2722 N. Norwood Street 
Arlington, V i r g i n i a 22207 

Dear Mr. Reid: 

Subject: Route 266, Project 0266-000-101,0501 
0265-000-103,3605 

Arlington County end Washington, D C 

Thank you for your communication of December 24 
regarding the proposed Three S i s t e r s Bridge Project. 
I t i 3 being forwarded to the o f f i c e of the T'ayor-
Cornmisaicner, Washington, D C f o r consideration. 

Your i n t e r e s t i n this matter i s very much 
appreciated. 

\ \ \ \ 

Sincerely, 

D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 

DBH 
pk 

cc - Mr Martin K Schaller, with correspondence. 



December 24, 1970 

2722 N. Norwood St 
A r l i n o t o n , VA 22207 

Mr. D. B. Hope 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 
Culpeper, VA 22701 Re: 1-266 

Three 
Proj ect 
S i s t e r s Bridge 

Dear Mr. Hope: 

As President of the Riverwood C i t i z e n s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , I am takino the 
l i b e r t y of w r i t i n g to advise you that the members of t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n , 
who represent an area most v i t a l l y a f f e c t e d by subject p r o j e c t , are 
almost unanimously opposed to i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . They have had t h i s 
same a t t i t u d e From the beginning. They b e l i e v e that the bridoe i s 
not e s s e n t i a l to the needs of the community and that i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
w i l l impair natural beauty which can never be rest o r e d . 

In addition to that of the membership of my own As s o c i a t i o n , I am al s o 
f a m i l i a r with the a t t i t u d e of the people in the e n t i r e community and 1 
might t e l l you that in a l l of my experience, I have never known a pr o j e c t 
so u n i v e r s a l l y opposed by the e n t i r e community. Therefore, my urgent 
recommendation to the Department of Highways i s to drop the p r o j e c t 
because 1 do not b e l i e v e i t can ever be successful in the face of t h i s 
v i o l e n t opposition. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

Pres i dent 
Riverwood C i t i z e n s ' A s s o c i a t i o n 
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k r . J . F . B l a d e n 
Highways aad T r a f f i c 

12th S t . , IT.7 room 518 
.ashington DC 2C0C4 

Ha: P u b l i c h e a r i n g , Dec. lht 1970 
Proposed I n t e r s t a t e 256 

Dear Mr. B l a d e n : 

SdWard E . S e n e f f , p u b l i s h e r and e d i t o r of the Georgetown 
S p e c t a t o r do a f f i r m t h a t the l e g a l , o r d e r #10*+ f o r the 
P u b l i c h e a r i n g , ^ e c . I k , 1970 appeared i n the Georgetown 
S p e c t a t o r on "ov.21:-, 19/0 and i n the Georgetown S p e c t a t o r 
o n Dec. 10, 1970. 

The Georgetown S p e c t a t o r i s a community weekly c i r c u l a t e d i n 
the v i l l a g e o f Georgetown b y m a i l , newsracks and b y b u l k d r o p s . 
12,CCO c o p i e s were d i s t r i b u t e d 'Tov. 2'+, 1970 and Dec. 10, 1970. 

48 .32 M A C A R T H U R B O U L E V A R D 

W A S H I N G T O N . D. C . 2 C 0 0 7 

(202 ) 3 3 3 - 0 3 1 8 

Dec. 10, 1970 

P u b l i s h e r 























3406 Macoab S t . N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
J a n u a r y 24, 1971 

Mr. J u l i a n R. Dugas 
H e a r i n g O f f i c e r , 1 -266 H e a r i n g s 
c/o E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government 
1 4 t h & E S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Dugas, 

T h i s l e t t e r i s b e i n g s u b m i t t e d i n response t o the p e r a i s s i o n 
g r a n t e d t o ae a t the December h e a r i n g s t o f i l e , w i t h i n 10 d a y s . a f t e r 
r e c e i p t of the i n f o r m a t i o n r e q u e s t e d of the D.C. Highway Department, 
comments on the d a t a s u p p l i e d . 

I a t t a c h t o t h i s l e t t e r the four-page l e t t e r and the one-page 
c h a r t w h i c h I r e c e i v e d on J a n u a r y 1 5 t h . 

You w i l l n o t e , by comparing Mr. A i r i s 1 response w i t h ay Dec. 
7 t h r e q u e s t , t h a t he s t i l l has not complied w i t h bhat r e q u e s t . He 
s t a t e s i n the t h i r d p a r a g r a p h of h i s l e t t e r t h a t " d a ta r e s p o n s i v e 
t o your q u e s t i o n s f i v e and s i x a r e not a v a i l a b l e " , but t h e n c o n t r a 
d i c t s h i n s e l f by s t a t i n g i n the second p a r a g r a p h t h a t DOT p r o c e d u r e s 
r e q u i r e e s t i m a t e s of " d e s i g n h o u r l y volumes, d i r e c t i o n a l d & i t r l b u t i o n s 
o f volumes and p e r c e n t a g e s of t r u c k s . " 

No " d e s i g n hour" t r a f f i c e s t i a a t e s a r e s u p p l i e d ; no " d i r e c t i o n a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s " a r e s u p p l i e d ; no t r u c k d a t a a r e s u p p l i e d , a l t h o u g h t h i s 
was s p e c i f i c a l l y r e q u e s t e d . E i t h e r the D.C. Highway Department has 
f a i l e d t o comply w i t h the procedures a c c e p t e d by DOT or e l s e i t i s 
w i l l f u l l y r e f u s i n g t o s u p p l y d a t a i n i t s p o s s e s s i o n . 

I n ay o p i n i o n , the l a t t e r i s t r u e . From ay p e r s o n a l f a n i l i a r i t y 
w i t h the s o e c a l l e d WMATA f o r e c a s t f o r 1990, the b a s i c d a t a w h i c h I 
r e q u e s t e d i s a v a i l a b l e . I t i s not b e i n g s u p p l i e d , i n ay o p i n i o n , 
because i t would r e v e a l , t o the D.C. Highway Department's e m b a r r a s s 
ment, the t o t a l a b s u r d i t y of I t s p r e s e n t p l a n s f o r Three S i s t e r s B r i d g 

Mr. A i r i s f u r t h e r s t a t e s i n h i s l e t t e r : 

"The t r a f f i c volusae p r e s e n t e d i n the 1 -266 D e s i g n H e a r i n g 
I n f o r m a t i o n b o o k l e t , coupled w i t h peak hour f a c t o r s and t r u c k p e r 
c e n t a g e s , a r e s u f f i c i e n t t o determine l a n e and p a v e s e n t d e s i g n needs. 
I t i s t h e s e two elements of d e s i g n w h i c h r e l a t e t o the d e s i g n h e a r i n g . 

A s i d e from the f a c t , a 3 a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , Mr. A i r i s does not 
d i s c l o s e h i s peak-hour f o r e c a s t or i t s d i r e c t i o n a l d i s t r i b u t i o n or 
i t s t r u c k f a c t o r f o r e i t h e r Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e o r f o r the a f f e c t e d 
D.C. highways ( F o x h a l l , MacArthur, C a n a l Road, Potoiaac F r e e w a y ) so as 
p e r a i t any such d e s i g n e v a l u a t i o n , h i s premise ( t h e 1 - 2 6 6 D e s i g n Hear
i n g I n f o r m a t i o n b o o k l e t ) d i s c l o s e s t h a t he i s r e l y i n g on t o t a l l y 
o b s o l e t e f o r e c a s t s : 



- 2 -

The onihy t r a f f i c volumes p r e s e n t e d by the 1 -266 D e s i g n H e a r i n g 
I n f o r m a t i o n b o o k l e t wace-as f o l l o w s : 

" V a r i o u s p l a n n i n g s t u d i e s hare recoaaended a Potoaac H i r e r 
c r o s s i n g i n the v i c i n i t y of Key B r i d g e . S e v e r a l major t r a f f i c 
s t u d i e s have p r o v i d e d p r o g r e s s i v e l y aore r e f i n e d f o r e c a s t s of the 
t r a f f i c d e s i r i n g t o use the c r o s s i n g . These f o r e c a s t s p r e d i c t 
t h a t 7 2 , 0 0 0 t o 95*000 v e h i c l e s per day would be e x p e r i e n c e d by 
1 9 9 0 . They assume t h a t a r e g i o n a l r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t s y s t e a w i l l 
be i n o p e r a t i o n by t h a t t i a e . " 

T h i s p a r a g r a p h i s p r e p o s t e r o u s i n i t s a i s i n f o r r a a t l o n t o the 
g e n e r a l p u b l i c or any governmental o f f i c i a l r e v i e w i n g p l a n s f o r 
1 - 2 6 6 : 

F i r s t , the f a c t of the a a t t e r i s t h a t t h e r e i s not a s i n g l e 
s t u d y which has recommended a Potoaac R i v e r c r o s s i n g i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f Key B r i d g e such as now proposed — i . e . , a t r a f f i c f a c i l i t y w i t h 
the e x c l u s i v e f u n c t i o n of c a r r y i n g v e h i c l e s between V i r g i n i a and 
Downtown Washington ( S e c t o r Zero t o the p l a n n e r s ) . 

I t i s t r u e t h a t i n the a i d - 1 9 5 0 s , f i r s t i n 1953 f o r the V i r g i n i a 
Highway Department and s u b s e q u e n t l y i n 1955 f o r the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 
P l a n n i n g Commission, the c o n s u l t a n t W i l b u r S m i t h & A s s o c i a t e s recom
mended a b r i d g e a t Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s , c o n n e c t i n g not w i t h Down
town but w i t h the then-proposed G l o v e r A r c h b o l d Parkway, a s an 
e r n a t e t o Theodore R o o s e v e l t B r i d g e , the t h e o r y b e i n g t h a t Downtown 
co u l d not absorb more t r a f f i c f r o a V i r g i n i a . A l s o i n the 1 9 5 0 s , the 
D.C. Highway Department v i g o r o u s l y opposed abandonment o f the p r o 
posed Theddore R o o s e v e l t B r i d g e . B o t h s i d e s t o the c o n t r o v e r s y 
assumed t h e r e would be no r a p i d t r a n s i t . The c o n t r o v e r s y was 
r e s o l v e d when Congress i n 1958 a u t h o r i z e d c o n s t r u c t i o n of Theodore 
R o o s e v e l t B r i d g e f o r 1 - 6 6 . 

A g a i n i n 1959> the same c o n s u l t a n t r e v i v e d the p r o p o s a l f o r 
a Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e c r o s s i n g , t h i s time i n a d d i t i o n to Theodore 
R o o s e v e l t B r i d g e and a l s o i n a d d i t i o n t o a r a p i d t r a n s i t s ystem 
( l e s s t h a n s u b s e q u e n t l y approved by C o n g r e s s ) . The b r i d g e , however, 
was not to be a p a r t of the i n t e r s t a t e system; i t was t o be a " p a r k 
way" b r i d g e , l i m i t e d t o a u t o m o b i l e s , c o n n e c t i n g w i t h the same proposed 
G l o v e r A r c h b o l d Parkway a s p a r t of an " i n t e r m e d i a t e l o o p . " 

Congress f l a t l y r e j e c t e d t h i s p l a n . I n the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Act of i 9 6 0 , i t d i r e c t e d t h a t the N.C.T.A. r e v i e w and 
r e v i s e the 1959 Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S u r v e y and i n c l u d e d a ban a g a i n s t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the G l o v e r - A r c h b o l d Parkway ( w h i c h , i n J a n u a r y i 9 6 0 , 
had been e n j o i n e d by the U.S. D i s t r i c t C o u r t ) . S u b s e q u e n t l y , the D.C. 
Highway Department abandoned p l a n s f o r the G l o v e r A r c h b o l d Parkway and 
the I n t e r m e d i a t e Loop. I n a d d i t i o n , subsequent s t u d i e s have demon
s t r a t e d t h a t the t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t u n d e r l y i n g the Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
S u r v e y was so u n r e l i a b l e as t o be l e s s than u s e l e s s i n s e r v i n g a s a 
b a s i s f o r p l a n n i n g d e c i s i o n s because of i t s v a s t o v e r s t a t e m e n t of 
f u t u r e t r a v e l demand. 

The thorough r e v i e w of the Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S u r v e y by the NCTA 
r e s u l t e d i n a r e p o r t to the P r e s i d e n t i n November 1962 c o n c l u d i n g t h a t 
t h e r e was i n f a c t no need f o r a c r o s s i n g a t Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s , and 
t h i s c o n c l u s i o n was s u b s e q u e n t l y r a t i f i e d by a j o i n t s t u d y u n d e r t a k e n 



by W i l b u r Smith & A s s o c i a t e s and A l a n M. Voorhees & A s s o c i a t e s , under 
c o n t r a c t w i t h the D.C. Highway Department, who concluded t h a t the 1959 
Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Survey had exa g g e r a t e d highway needs, as even had 
the NCTA, but t h a t the NCTA's conclusions ( l a b e l e d f o r 1980) were 
r e a s o n a b l e f o r the y e a r 1985 . 

Over the p a s t decade, t h e r e has been only one"study" recom
mending a b r i d g e a t or near Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d s . T h i s v;as not 
the product of any independent agency or c o n s u l t a n t . I t was the 
product of the D.C. Highway Department, s u b m i t t e d i n November 1964 , 
a t the p r e v i o u s h e a r i n g s on 1 - 2 6 6 . 

The most c h a r i t a b l e s t a t e m e n t t h a t can be made f o r t h i s November 
1964 study ( S u p p l e m e n t a l Report on 1 - 2 6 6 ) i s t h a t i t s sponsore's, the 
D.C. and V i r g i n i a highway departments, had no i d e a of the ab s u r d 
assumptions b e i n g f e d i n t o t h e i r computers. I have d e t a i l e d them 
a t c o n s i d e r a b l e l e n g t h i n two s t u d i e s which ( e x c e p t f o r the highway 
departments concerned) have r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a c c l a i m from 
n a t i o n a l l y reccg&gzed p l a n n e r s — a s w e l l a s the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 
P l a n n i n g Commission, the White House and the Congress. 

As a r e s u l t o f the o u t c r y a g a i n s t t he f o o l i s h n e s s o f t h i s 1964 
f o r e c a s t r a i s e d by m y s e l f and o t h e r s a t the November 1964 h e a r i n g s , 
the h e a r i n g o f f i c e r a t those h e a r i n g s recommended a complete r e -
e v a l u a t i o n of the D.C. Highway-Department's tra»»ic f o r e c a s t assump
t i o n s . No one a t the D.C. Highway Department bothered t o c o n s u l t 
w i t h me. However, both the House D i s t r i c t Committee and the P r e s i 
dent of the U n i t e d S t a t e s s u b s e q u e n t l y c a l l e d f o r a complete i n d e 
pendent a n a l y s i s of the D.C. Highway Department's t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t s 
t h a t a l l e g e d l y s e r v e d a s the j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e 
and o t h e r c o n t r o v e r s i a l D.C. Highway Department p r o j e c t s . 

Two s t u d i e s were undertaken as a r e a u l t of th e s e p r o t e s t s : 
the D.C. Highway Department r e t a i n e d A l a n M. Voorhees & A s s o c i a t e s 
and W i l b u r S m i t h & A s s o c i a t e s , Who i s s u e d t h e i r r e p o r t i n e a r l y 1 9 6 6 . 
At P r e s i d e n t Johason*s r e q u e s t , t he D.C. government and the N a t i o n a l 
C a p i t a l P l a n n i n g Commission r e t a i n e d A r t h u r D. L i t t l e , I n c . , w h i c h 
i s s u e d i t s r e p o r t i n March 1966. 

N e i t h e r r e p o r t found a need f o r Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e . The 
remarkable f e a t u r e about both was t h a t n e i t h e r even mentioned the 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l 1964 D.C. Highway Department xhst f o r e c a s t t h a t 
evoked t h e i r a s s i g n m e n t s . I p e r s o n a l l y I n q u i r e d w i t h the p r o j e c t 
d i r e c t o r of both s t u d i e s why t h i s was so. B o t h of thes* informed 
me t h a t they had not c i t e d the 1964 f o r e c a s t because the D.C. Highway 
Highway Departpant had informed them t h a t t h e r e were e r r o r s i n sueB 
T ^ r e c a s t , t h a t tney no lo n g e r r e l i e a upon su c h f o r e c a s t but i n s t e a d 
r e l i e d upon the 1959 Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S u r v e y and the 1962 NCTA s t u d y . 
My i n f o r m a n t s were Mr. Deen of A l a n M. Voorhees & A s s o c i a t e s and Mr. 
B r o l e y o f A r t h u r D. L i t t l e , I n c . 

I r e c i t & d t h e s e f a c t s a t the December 1970 h e a r i n g s and as k e d 
Mr. A i r i s t o c o n f i r m t h a t the D.C. Highway Is Department i n f a c t had 
abandoned i t s November 1964 f o r e c a s t . He promised he would check 
and a d v i s e me. He has n o t , I a c c e p t t h i s a s an a d m i s s i o n t h a t the 
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f o r e c a s t i n q u e s t i o n i s no l o n g e r a r e l e v a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I f 
t h e r e i s any q u e s t i o n about t h i s , I suggest t h a t any governmental 
o f f i c i a l r e v i e w i n g 1 -266 check w i t h M e s s r s . Deen and B r o l e y and 
r e v i e w my own p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s e v a l u a t i n g the 1964 f o r e c a s t . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , we now f i n d the D.C. Highway Department c l a i m i n g 
t h a t " s e v e r a l major t r a f f i c s t u d i e s have p r o v i d e d p r o g r e s s i v e l y more 
r e f i n e d f o r e c a s t s of the t r a f f i c d e s i r i n g t o use the c r o s s i n g . These 
f o r e c a s t s p r e d i c t t h a t 7 2 , 0 0 0 to 9 5 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s per day would be 
e x p e r i e n c e d by 1 9 9 0 . " 

The 9 5 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e f i g u r e coraes d i r e c t l y f r o a the d i s c r e d i t e d 
and abandoned 1964 f o r e c a s t . The 7 2 , 0 0 0 f i g u r e comes from the D.C. 
Highway Department's a c c e p t a n c e of the d i s t o r t i o n s c o n t a i n e d i n the 
1967 WMATA f o r e c a s t , about w h i c h I w i l l l a t e r e l a b o r a t e . The 
r e s p e c t i v e Nov. 1964 and 1967 f o r e c a s t s were a s f o l l o w s : 

F o r e c a s t s of Average D a i l y T r a f f i c C r o s s i n g Potomac R i v e r 

D.C. Highway Dept. 
1964 study 

D.C. Highway Dept. 
(b a s e d on WMATA) 

B r i d g e Y e a r 1985 Y e a r 1990 " 

Outer B e l t 
C a b i n John 185 , 100 

6 6 , 0 0 0 
9 7 , 7 0 0 

Virginia-Montgomery 185 , 100 1 6 3 , 7 0 0 

C h a i n 
Key 
T h r e e S i s t e r s 
Theodore R o o s e v e l t 
Memorial 
l 4 t h S t r e e t 

53 , 9 0 0 
1 25 ,500 

9 2 , 6 0 0 
1 12 ,300 
84 , 5 0 0 . . 

2 1 3 , 300 

2 9 , 2 0 0 
5 5 , 2 0 0 
7 2 , 3 0 0 
9 4 , 6 0 0 
4 5 , 9 0 0 

* 204 , 8 0 0 

V i r g i n i a - D . C . 
* 

6 8 2 , 1 0 0 5 0 2 , 0 0 0 

Woodrow W i l s o n 
Outer B e l t 

1 6 9 , 5 0 0 124 , 3 0 0 
41 , 2 0 0 

V i r g i n i a - P r i n c e G e o r g e s l 6 9 , 5 0 0 1 6 5 , 5 0 0 

T o t a l 1 , 0 3 6 , 7 0 0 831 , 2 0 0 

As can be seen from the above, the D.C. Highway Department has 
now reduced i t s f o r e c a s t of V i r g i n i a - D . C . b r i d g e demand by almo s t 
30 p e r c e n t . Has i t reduced i t s own demands f o r b r i d g e s ? No, i t 
has not. Has i t attempted t o show t h a t w i t h o u t T h r e e S i s t e r s B i i d g e , 
the e x i s t i n g b r i d g e s ( p l u s the t h i r d 14th S t r e e t b r i d g e , soon t o be 
completed) a r e unable t o handle "the f o r e c a s t t r a f f i c ? No, i t has 
not. 

As a b a s i s f o r d e t e r a i n i n g * a n y i s s u e s of highway need, l o c a t i o n 
o r d e s i g n , the 1967 f o r e c a s t of WMATA i s worse t h a n u s e l e s s : 

1 . I t s purpose was not t o determine highway needs, l o c a t i o n 
or d e s i g n , but r a t h e r t o p r e d i c t f u t u r e r a p i d t r a n s i t usage. As s u c h , 
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i t p u r p o s e f u l l y sought to be " c o n s e r v a t i v e " — g i v i n g highway usage 
the b e n e f i t of e v e r y doubt. 

2 . I n d e t e r m i n i n g f u t u r e t r a v e l p a t t e r n s , a s w e l l as a u t o -
t r a n s i t "modal s p l i t s " , the WMATA f o r e c a s t assumed c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
e v e r y gleam I n thehighway p l a n n e r s ' eyes by 1990 , i n c l u d i n g ( b u t " 
not l i m i t e d t o ) t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

( a ) 1 -66 between the B e l t w a y and Theodore R o o s e v e l t B r i d g e , 
a t l e a s t s i x l a n e s i n w i d t h ; 

( b ) E x t e n s i o n of the D u l l e s A i r p o r t a c c e s s road from the 
B e l t w a y t o 1 - 6 6 ; a l s o 1 -266 through Spout Run P a r k ; 

( c ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of an.Outer B e l t w a y c i r c u m n a v i g a t i n g the 
Washington m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a ; 

( d ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of a " M o n t i c e l l o Freeway", s i x l a n e s i n 
w i d t h , between the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y , s o u t h of 1 - 6 6 , and 
the P r i n c e W i l l i a m County l i n e ; 

( e ) Widening of the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y by two l a n e s i n both 
V i r g i n i a and Maryland; 

( f ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of a s i x - l a n e P a l i s a d e s Parkway from Three 
S i s t e r s B r i d g e i n t o Maryland; 

( g ) E x t e n s i o n of the f o u r - l a n e L i t t l e F a l l s Parkway i n Mont
gomery County from M a s s a c h u s e t t s Avenue t o the P a l i s a d e s 
Parkway; • . 

( h ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of an e i g h t - l a n e Potomac Freeway ( 1 - 2 6 6 ) 
Prom Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e to the West Leg of the I n n e r 
Loop ( 1 - 6 6 ) ; 

( i ) E x t e n s i o n of 1 -66 as the "North Leg" of t h e I n n e r Loop 
a c r o s s the h e a r t of Washington t o the C e n t e r Leg of the 
I n n e r L o o p ( 1 - 9 5 ) ; 

( j ) E x t e n s i o n of the E S t r e e t E x p r e s s w a y , a l s o an e x i t from 
Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e , a c r o s s the Whltefe House grounds t o 
a t l e a s t 1 4 t h S t r e e t ; 

( k ) C o n n e c t i o n of the West Leg of the I n n e r Loop and the S o u t h 
west Freeway by a "South Leg" a c r o s s the L i n c o l n Monument 
and T i d a l B a s i n a r e a ; 

( 1 ) E x t e n s i o n of the "North L e g " a s a s i x - l a n e f r e e w a y beyond 
the C e n t e r L e g ; 

(m) C o n s t r u c t i o n of an e i g h t - l a n e " E a s t LegV on the west bank 
• of the A n a c o s t l a R i v e r ; 

( n ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of an e i g h t - l a n e "North C e n t r a l Freeway" from 
the j u n c t i o n of the North and E a s t l e g s t o F o r t T o t t e n P a r k ; 

( o ) Gsshension of the North C e n t r a l Freeway as a s i x - l a n e freeway 
(I - -70S) from F o r t T o t t e n P a r k to the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y I n S i l v e r 
S p r i n g ; 
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( p ) E x t e n s i o n of the North C e n t r a l Freeway beyond the C a p i t a l 
B e l t w a y a s a s i x - l a n e "Northern Parkway" t o the Outer B e l t w a y , 
w i t h a f o u r - l a n e s p u r e a s t w a r d t o U.S. 2 9 ; 

( q ) C o n s t r u c t i o n o f an e i g h t - l a n e N o r t h e a s t F r e e w a y ( l - 9 5 ) from 
F o r t T o t t e n P a r k t o both b e l t w a y s and beyond; 

( r ) Widening I -70S beyond the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y t o s i x l a n e s ; 

( s ) Widening New Y o r k Avenue N o r t h e a s t from s i x t o e i g h t l a n e s 
and the B a l t i m o r e - W a s h i n g t o n Parkway from f o u r t o s i x l a n e s ; 

( t ) Widening Palmer Highway (U.S. 5 0 ) from f o u r t o s i x l a n e s ; 

( u ) Widening E a s t - C a p i t o l S t r e e t and i t s e x t e n s i o n i n t o P r i n c e 
Georges County a s a s i x - l a n e " C e n t r a l Avenue" f r e e w a y ; 

( v ) E x t e n s i o n of Ma s s a c h u s e t t s Avenue S.E, i n t o P r i n c e Georges 
County a3 a f o u r - l a n e freeway t o both b e l t w a y s ; 

(w) C o n s t r u c t i o n o f a s i x and e i g h t - l a n e freeway from the D.C.
Maryland boundary t o the b e l t w a y a s Maryland Route 5 ; 

( x ) E x t e n s i o n of the S u i t l a n d Parkway a s a f o u r - l a n e expressway 
to beyond the C a p i t a l B e l t w a y ; 

( y ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of a f o u r - l a n e " I n d i a n Head Highway" from the 
D.C. l i n e ( s o u t h e a s t ) t o both b e l t w a y s ; 

( z ) C o n s t r u c t i o n of a "S o u t h - E a s t Freeway" from the C a p i t a l 
B e l t w a y , a t the e a s t e r n end of Woodrow W i l s o n b r i d g e , p a s t 
the Outer B e l t w a y a s a f o u r - l a n e freeway t o U.S. 3 0 1 . 

Even i f e v e r y o t h e r assumption of the WMATA f o r e c a s t i s a c c e p t e d , 
achievement of i t s 1990 f o r e c a s t a t Thr e e S i s t e r s I s l a n d s i s dependent 
upon each o f t h e s e proposed c o n n e c t o r s t o the T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e 
y e t most of them have not been approved or funded; many have been 
c o n s i d e r e d and r e j e c t e d by the l o c a l , r e s p o n s i b l e p l a n n i n g or go v e r n 
ment a g e n c i e s , i n c l u d i n g , of s p e c i f i c n o t e , the North L e g , North C e n t r a l 
Freeway and E a s t Leg f r e e w a y s , a l l of wh i c h a r e c r i t i c a l i f the Three 
S i s t e r s E r i d g e i s e v e r t o a t t r a c t the t r a f f i c a s s i g n e d t o i t . O t h e r s , 
such as 1 -66 i n V i r g i n i a and the Potomac Freeway i n the D i s t r i c t seem 
d e s t i n e d t o c o u r t b a t t l e s i f the p r e s e n t , e x t r a v a g a n t d e s i g n s a r e 
pushed by the V i r g i n i a or D.C. highway departments. 

3 . I n b e i n g " c o n s e r v a t i v e " I n i t s t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t , the WMATA 
f o r e c a s t was, by d e f i n i t i o n , b e i n g " e x a g g e r a t i v e " of highway t r a v e l . 
I f the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e were not b u i l t , the t o t a l t r a v e l demand 
Trora V i r g i n i a t o D.C. or beyond n e c e s s a r i l y wouSd be l e s s , y e t the 
D.C. Highway Department now admits i t has made no f o r e c a s t o m i t t i n g 
T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . F u r t h e r m o r e , " i f the p r o j e c t e d highways a r e not 
b u i l t , " s a y s WMATA, "the r e l a t i v e t r a n s i t usage w i l l be h i g h e r " and 
the highway usage c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y l o w e r . 
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4, A l t h o u g h the WMATA f o r e c a s t squeezed a l o t o f the w a t e r 
out o f the D.C. Highway Department's p r e v i o u s f o r e c a s t ( s u c h a s 
r u l i n g out the assumption t h a t thousands of suburban s c h o o l c h i l d r e n 
would commute t o Downtown Washington f o r t h e i r e d u c a t i o n ) , i t 
r e t a i n e d an e r r o r t h a t has been common t o a l l " g r a v i t y model" 
f o r e c a s t i n g f o r over a decade — the e x a g g e r a t i o n of suburb t o 
suburb t r a v e l . T h i s was d i s c u s s e d a t l e n g t h i n the study I sub-
mittedM a t the December 1970 h e a r i n g ; i t i s confi r m e d by the D.C. 
Highway Department's J a n u a r y 1 4 t h s u b m i s s i o n . 

The D.C. Highway Department admits t h a t o n l y 19$ of the f o r e 
c a s t 1990 highway c r o s s i n g s of the Potomac R i v e r w i l l be between 
V i r g i n i a and Downtown Washington ( S e c t o r Z e r o ) , whereas 56J& of such 
t r a v e l w i l l be between V i r g i n i a suburbs and Maryland s u b u r b s , w i t h 
n e i t h e r o r i g i n or d e s t i n a t i o n i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

A c c e p t i n g arguendo the v a l i d i t y of the D.C. Highway Department's 
1990 t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t and a l l o c a t i n g V i r g i n i a - M a r y l a n d or V i r g i n i a - D . C . 
t r a f f i c i n a c c o r d w i t h WMATA's 1967 f o r e c a s t , the f o l l o w i n g a r e the 
p r o j e c t e d d a i l y 1990 demands f o r t r a v e l by highway between V i r g i n i a 
and D.C. or Maryland, compared w i t h the 1970 volumes I have p r e v i o u s l y 
s u b m i t t e d : 

5 . I t i s thus r e a d i l y a pparent t h a t even a c c e p t i n g the 
h i g h w a y - o r i e n t e d assumptions of the WMATA f o r e c a s t , t h e r e i s no 
c o n c e i v a b l e need f o r more V i r g i n i a - D o w n t o w n highway c a p a c i t y , 
even without&the t h i r d F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t B r i d g e , w h i c h i s not 
y e t i n s e r v i c e . E x i s t i n g b r i d g e s c o u l d r e a d i l y handle the 3 5 0 , 8 0 0 
d a l l y v e h i c l e f o r e c a s t . I n d e e d , by t h i s f o r e c a s t , morning peak 
hour t r a f f i c ( "design hour t r a f f i c s " ) between V i r g i n i a and the 
C e n t r a l A r e a w i l l be l e s s 20 y e a r s hence t h a n i t i s today, a l t h o u g h 
t h e r e may be some i n c r e a s e i n o f f - p e a k t r a f f i c . 

The "need", i f any. i s between V i r g i n i a and suburban a r e a s 
e a s t o f the A n a c o s t i a R i v e r or n o r t h or west o f the D.C. l i n e . 
The "need" i s c l e a r l y n o n - e x i s t e n t i n the c e n t r a l a r e a , y e t t h a t 
i s a l l T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e would s e r v e . 

1970 1990 

V i r g i n i a - D o w n t o w n 
V i r g i n i a - D . C . (west o f 
A n a c o s t i a R i v e r ) 

1 5 7 , 9 0 0 

1 9 2 , 9 0 0 22$ 

V i r g i n i a - C e n t r a l Area 332 , 129 3 5 0 , 8 0 0 41$ 

Virginia-Montgomery 
County 7 7 , 6 8 5 1 9 9 , 5 0 0 24$ 

V i r g i n i a - P r i n c e Georges 
County 

V i r g i n i a - D . C . ( e a s t of 
A n a c o s t i a ' R i v e r ) 

2 5 6 , 6 0 0 

2 4 , 9 0 0 

32$ 

3$ 

V i r g i n i a - P . G. /Anacostia-) 9 3,421 2 8 1 , 5 0 0 35$ 
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6. Even a c c e p t i n g the q u e s t i o n a b l e h i g h w a y - o r i e n t e d and 
suburb-to-suburb commuting p a t t e r n s assumed i n the WMATA f o r e c a s t , 
i t becomes apparent t h a t the p r o f e s s e d "need" f o r Three S i s t e r s 
B r i d g e i s not based on any highway needs from V i r g i n i a t o Washington 
but r a t h e r on s e r v i n g t r a f f i c t h a t has no r e a s o n to be i n the D i s t r i c t 
e x c e p t f o r the f a c t t h a t i t i s between one suburb and a n o t h e r . A g a i n s t 
a p r o j e c t e d "demand" of on l y 3 5 0 , 8 0 0 b e h i c l e s between V i r g i n i a and t h a t 
p a r t of the D i s t r i c t west of the A n a c o s t i a , the D.C. Highway Department 
has f o r e c a s t 1990 t r a f f i c of 5 0 2 , 0 0 0 a c r o s s b r i d g e s i n t h i s a r e a . T h i s 
means i n e x c e s s of 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s d a i l y d i v e r t e d from V i r g i n i a - M a r y l a n d 
b r i d g e s to V i r g i n i a - D . C . b r i d g e s . 

I f the s t a t e s of V i r g i n i a and Maryland w i s h t o promote such 
i n e f f i c i e n t home-to-work p a t t e r n s as r e s i d e n t s of Bowie commuting t o 
F a i r f a x C i t y to^work, or v i c e v e r s a , i t would seem to be t h e i r duty 
t o assume the f u l l burden of b u i l d i n g the n e c e s s a r y c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l 
highways. I t o b v i o u s l y i s not the burden of the D i s t r i c t t o s a c r i f i c e 
i t s own l i m i t e d l a n d r e s o u r c e s , homes and b u s i n e s s e s t o provides: a 
" s h o r t c u t " f o r such i n e f f i c i e n t commuting p a t t e r n s . Y e t t h i s i s the 
s o l e j u s t i f i c a t i o n today f o r T h r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e , ancT^hi*? j t - ^ f T I c a -
t l o n assumes c o n s t r u c t i o n not o n l y _ b f ~ t l i a _ b r i d g e 1 tseXT but each p r o 
j e c t e d c o n n e c t i n g highway, i n c l u d i n g , b u t not l i m i t e d t o , trie North 
Leg and South L e g , the Worth C e n t r a l and N o r t h e a s t f r e e w a y s and 
numerous f r e e w a y s i n t o P r i n c e Georges County. 

One of the most remarkable f e a t u r e s of Mr. A i r i s ' J a n u a r y 1 4 t h 
l e t t e r i s i t s t o t a l d i s r e g a r d f o r the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l P l a n n i n g Com
m i s s i o n w h i c h i s the " c e n t r a l p l a n n i n g agency" f o r the D.C. Govern
ment, and f o r the D.C. C i t y C o u n c i l , w h i c h t o g e t h e r w i t h NCPC i s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e v o l v i n g and a p p r o v i n g the "Major Thoroughfare P l a n " 
f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

Needless to s a y , t h i s approved Major Thoroughfare P l a n c o n s i d e r e d 
and r e j e c t e d a l l of Mr. A i r i 3 1 c l a i m s . I t I s a l s o more r e c e n t than any 
d a t a he r e l i e s upon. 

The NCPC's d e t a i l e d r e p o r t of December 1968 concluded: 

"The Commission's s t u d i e s , u t i l i z i n g p r e c i s e l y the same 
d a t a employed to j u s t i f y a d d i t i o n a l f r e e w a y s i n t o the D i s t r i c t , 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e t h a t the p r o j e c t e d mass t r a n s i t s ystem, coupled 
w i t h the c a p a c i t y of e x i s t i n g f r e e w a y s and major s t r e e t s , can c a r r y 
the f u t u r e t r a f f i c l o a d s t h a t k a r e f o r e c a s t f o r the h e a r t of the 
N a t i o n ' s C a p i t a l . The s u b j e c t has been c a r e f u l l y r e s e a r c h e d , Even 
i f the Commission's s t u d i e s were to show s u b s t a n t i a l gaps i n the 
f u t u r e c a p a c i t i e s of the p r o j e c t e d mass t r a n s i t and the e x i s t i n g 
f reeway systems to c a r r y t r a f f i c , however, the Commission does not 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h e s e d e f i c i e n c i e s s h o u l d be met through the c o n s t r u c 
t i o n of a d d i t i o n a l freeway gateways i n t o the D i s t r i c t . T h ere a r e 
o t h e r p r e f e r a b l e o p t i o n s open to p u b l i c p o l i c y , i n c l u d i n g of« c o u r s e , 
the f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n of the mass t r a n s i t s ystem i t s e l f . 



- 9 -

The NCPC r e p o r t , i n a d o p t i n g and recommending the Major 
Thorough f a r e P l a n t o the C i t y C o u n c i l , concluded t h a t " i t 
r e j e c t s the Three S i s t e r s B r i d g e a c r o s s the Potomac R i v e r i n t o 
V i r g i n i a a s b e i n g both unnecessary and u n d e s i r a b l e . " 

I n a f f i r m i n g the Major Thoroughfare P l a n , the C i t y C o u n c i l 
t hrough i t s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee, s p e c i f i c a l l y endorsed the 
f o l l o w i n g language i n the NCPC's 40-page r e p o r t : 

, "The Commission's major t h o r o u g h f a r e p l a n does not 
c a l l f o r any new gateway a r t e r i e s t h a t would i n c r e a s e 
v e h i c u l a r f l o w i n t o the D i s t r i c t , by b r i d g e , t u n n e l or 
s u r f a c e s t r e e t . The Commission b e l i e v e s t h a t , from the 
s t a n d p o i n t o f sound and r e a l i s t i c p h y s i c a l p l a n n i n g , 
a d d i t i o n a l f r e e w a y s would r e p r e s e n t l i a b i l i t i e s r a t h e r 
t han a s s e t s . The r e s i d e n t i a l community does not want 
such f r e e w a y s . The b u s i n e s s community does not need 
them — indeed the Commission b e l i e v e s t h a t the c e n t r a l 
b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t would be h u r t r a t h e r t h a n helped by 
them. Theybwould pour a d d i t i o n a l v e h i c l e s on c n a t r a l 
s t r e e t s t h a t a r e a l r e a d y o p e r a t i n g a t c a p a c i t y . They 
would c a l l f o r p u b l i c works p r o j e c t s t h a t c o u l d damage 
the n a t u r a l beauty and monumental c h a r a c t e r o f the c i t y . 
They would g e n e r a t e t r a f f i c t h a t would soon exceed the 
c a p a c i t i e s of t h e i r own r i g h t s - o f - w a y t o handle i t . " 

Mr. A i r i s has now demonstrated t h a t he i s e i t h e r unaware 
what h i s s u p e r i o r s have dec i d e d o r t h a t he i s u n w i l l i n g t o 
a c c e p t t h e i r judgment. He has a l s o demonstrated t h a t h i s own 
s t u d i e s c o n f i r m , and do not q u e s t i o n , the v a l i d i t y of t h a t 
judgment. The q u e s t i o n thus r a i s e d by t h i s h e a r i n g i s not 
t h a t o f d e s i g n f o r a b r i d g e t h a t even i t s advocate cannot 
defend, but r a t h e r t o r e d e s i g n the D.C. Highway Department 
i n t o a v i a b l e v e h i c l e f o r communicating the f a c t s of l i f e t o 
congressmen such as M e s s r s . Natcher or B r o y h i l l or K l u c z i n s k i 
who a p p a r e n t l y w i l l l i s t e n t o nobody but a highwayman. 

T h a t i s the r e a l t e s t of t h i s h e a r i n g . I s the D.C. 
government capable of meeting i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n t h i s 
r e g a r d ? I t has a l r e a d y been de t e r m i n e d , both a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 
and j u d i c i a l l y , t h a t t h e r e i s no l e g a l r equirement t h a t i t 
b u i l d a Th r e e S i s t e r s B r i d g e . P l a n n i n g s t u d i e s , even those 
of the D.C. Highway Department, demonstrate i t i s f o l l y . I s 
t h i s c i t y so b e r e f t o f b r a i n s t h a t i t has no one a b l e t o s e r v e 
as D.C. Highway D i r e c t o r who can admit t h i s f a c t and communicate 
t h i s f a c t t o a h a n d f u l of Congressmen? 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

P e t e r S. C r a i g 
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By: John J . V. ickstead. Chairman 

V i r g i n i a Motor Vehicle Conference 
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Richmond, V i r g i n i a 23220 

To: Design Public Hearing on Interstate Route 266 

Washington, D. C. 

I am John \\ ickstead. Chairman of the V i r g i n i a Iviotor Vehicle Conference 

and Vice President and General Tdanager of the Automobile Club of V i r g i n i a . 

The V i r g i n i a Motor Vehicle Conference for which I am speaking today 

i s composed of some 35 State-wide associations and companies with an interest 

i n highway transportation. In the interest of time, I w i l l not read a l l of these 

names, however, I have included them, together with a statement of the organi

zation's Purpose, with a copy of my statea^ent for the record, 

As a highway taxpayer group, the Conference does not look upon the 

Three S i s t e r s Bridge as s t r i c t l y a l o c a l issue. .Aside from the fact that 

Washington, D. C. i s our Nation's Capital and we have a vested interest in i t s 

health and beauty as would the residents of any other State, there are more 

specific reasons for the concern of our group. 

Some ten y e a r s ago, there was an o f f i c i a l and binding agreement 

reached betweer>the Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a , the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, the 

United States Bureau cf Public I'oads and a l l other required State, l o c a l and 

federal agencies on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and connecting routes. This agree

ment formalized the plans to construct the bridge and ether parts of the 

metropolitan area's freeway system. Based on this agreement, Virginia's 

Department of Highways began construction of Virginia's portion of the system. 

Portions of the System in V i r g i n i a have been completed. The beltway (1-495) and 

1-95 a r e completed or near completion. However, the delays over the past ten 

y e a r s have held up progress on the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and i t s 1-263 connector. 
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It has a l s o held up construction of i-6b from the beitway to its connection with 

I-26G because the Department felt it would amplify the congestion problem in 

the Rosslyn a r e a to have expressway tr a f f i c that reached a bottleneck at the 

Potomac River. 

E v e r y day in which the completion of these m i s s i n g links in Vir g i n i a ' s 

highway program here i s delayed, V i r g i n i a taxpayers a r e losing tremendous 

sums of money. This comes in the form of i n c r e a s i n g costs of construction 

which i s common knowledge to most people. Furthermoi*e, the present t r a f f i c 

congestion i t s e l f i s costly. These conditions I n c r e a s e the cost of transporting 

goods and s e r v i c e s to the consumer, i n c r e a s e the hazards of a i r pollution and 

add substantially to the costs of operating auicniobiles. It a l s o hampers the 

utilization of speedy bus transit s e r v i c e s during peak traffic hours. 

These a r e costs which Virginians should not have to bear. At the 

outset of the Interstate System construction, the V i r g i n i a Department of Highways 

made an important decision to build the system as need dictated. It was ai»>o 

decided that s p e c i a l attention would be given to urban a r e a s and especially 

the metropolitan a r e a s around Washington. The Department r e a l i z e d that im 

a r e a was growing rapidly and that land values were also increasing. They also 

recognized that once part of the freeway system was completed, the outward 

p r e s s into the suburbs, in order to take advantage of this new mobility, would 

i n c r e a s e . This has proven to be an extremely accurate but modest prediction. 

The planners had counted on orde r l y and uniform p r o g r e s s throughout 

the metropolitan area . However, due to the delays and cancellations of portions 

of the B. C. system, business e n t e r p r i s e s searching for a c c e s s i b l e locations -

a r e flowing to s i t e s wear the completed portions of the freeway system 
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in greater volumes and at g r e a t e r speed than was anticipated. This, in turn, 

has inflated land costs and further aggravated the traffic congestion. 

Moreover, Dulles International A i r p o r t was constructed only after 

previous a s s u r a n c e s by a l l agencies concerned that a high-speed limited 

a c c e s s road would be constructed to r e a c h into downtown Washington. This 

a i r p o r t i s of great concern to a l l V i r g i n i a n s . It represents a substantial invest

ment of tax funds and offers a great hope for alleviating a i r t r a f f i c congestion 

throughout the Kast. However, it i s unlikely that Dulles w i l l e v e r be fully 

utilized until the promised, high-speed connection with downtown Washington 

i s constructed. 

E v e r y responsible study — o f f i c i a l and private — shows that not only 

do the area's c i t i z e n s want this system completed, but the need for it i s 

acute. The V i r g i n i a Department of Highways and the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

Highway Department have conclusive studies which show that tho freeway s y s t e m 

i s needed along with other modes of transportation i f the transportation needs 

in the a r e a are to be met. We r e a l i z e the need for the development of a 

balanced transportation system for the a r e a . 

The plight of the highway program and Dulles A i r p o r t i s not j u s t the 

concern of the V i r g i n i a Motor Vehicle Conference. In 1968, the General 

Assembly of V i r g i n i a passed House Joint Resolution 168 expressing the o f f i c i a l 

concern of the entire State over this situation and urged the completion of the 

program as o r i g i n a l l y agreed upon. This resolution likewise noted the cost in 

time and r e s o u r c e s which these delays have fostered. 

We r e a l i z e there a r e legitimate concerns by many honest c i t i z e n s 

over the effect on the environment which this construction w i l l bring. There 


