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; t r i c t of Coir 

. 

;unity to comment on the prop 

-le Transportation F l a n and Program 

s t r i c t of Columbia". 

i s r e p o r t , which w« 

ir i n g record. The \ 

••sport, as w e l l as an modifier 

znt a t t h i s hearing, 

s r e p o r t . I n 

a v a i l a b l e i n 

1 public l i b r a r i e s i n 

a c t i o n . 

• 



ad i n l o c a l 

Washington 

the D. C. 

• 

dates w i l l be entered i n t o the record a t t h i s point. 

(NOTICES FOLLOW) 



I 

sent to orga 

t r i e s on the D. C. Department of 3 

my statement 

t h i s hearing to proceed,- a repre-

i c t of Columbia Departmc 

orate on the plan. A f t e r t h a t pres 

o the notice of t h i s hearing 

rtu n i t y to present t h e i r views, f 

others who wish to be heard. 

s t of providing i 

ho came tonight to be heard, I am 1 

... hearing n o t i c e , a 

epared from r .ted to the Ex« 

S e c r e t a r y , O f f i c e c. Mayor of the D i s t r i 

\s of people ; 

opie on the 1: 

re present tod; y 



b I 
I 

to e i t h e r present o r a l remarks or to read or to summarize 

from a w r i t t e n statement. 

Written statements may be submitted u n t i l Mondayf 

October I S , 1975,- u n t i l 5:00 p.m., f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the 

record. Such statements w i l l be received by the Exec u t i v e 

S e c r e t a r y , D i s t r i c t of Columbia i n Room 528 of the D i s t r i c t 

B u i l d i n g , Washington, D. C. 20004. 

A stenographic record i s being made of t h i s 

proceeding. Copies of the t r a n s c r i p t may be purchased from 

the r e p o r t e r , whose name and address w i l l be furnished to 

you upon request. 

The hearing w i l l c l o s e a t or before 9;30 p.m. 

tonight. I f the hearing i s not completed tonight, we w i l l 

continue i t tomorrow i n t h i s same room beginning a t 9:00 a.m. 

Your views are e a r n e s t l y s o l i c i t e d in t h i s pviblic 

hearing and they w i l l be c a r e f u l l y evaluated p r i o r to reaching 

any f i n a l determination i n t h i s matter. 

The f i r s t witness i s Mr. Douglas N. Schneider, 

Acting D i r e c t o r , D i s t r i c t of Columbia Department of 

Trans p o r t a t i o n . 
STATEMENT OF DOUGLAS N. SCHNEIDER, ACTING 
DIRECTOR, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION. 
MR. SCHNEIDER: Thank you f Mr. Gardner. I have 

w i t h me three or four s t a f f people who a c t u a l l y worked on and 

developed t h i s plan and who w i l l be a v a i l a b l e f o r any questions 



and w i l l be here throughout the hearing to answer those 

questionso 

I would l i k e to welcome you and the c i t i z e n s to 

t h i s hearing and I look forward to hearing t h e i r testimony 

and I plan to l i s t e n to i t a s w a l l . 

We consider c i t i z e n p a r t i c i p a t i o n to be an e s s e n t i a l 

i n g r e d i e n t i n our planning process both as a means to make 

cur plans responsive, and to maintain an openness i n our 

pu b l i c business. 

Although always s u s c e p t i b l e to improvement, c i t i z e n 

and intergovernmental p a r t i c i p a t i o n were provided f o r i n t h i s 

planning study by our e s t a b l i s h i n g and working w i t h C i t i z e n s 

and T e c h n i c a l Advisory Committees. Moreover, we attempted 

to achieve wide dissemination of the f i n a l report beginning 

w i t h a pres3s conference t h a t I held on August 3, 1975. 

i s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t you found the report both 

a c c e s s i b l e and comprehensive. I s h a l l q u i c k l y sunanarize the 

suggested plan and program. 

One major proposal i s the a d d i t i o n of 75 miles of 

bikeway to e x i s t i n g bike routes to form a c i t y w i d e a r t e r i a l 

system of about 170 mi l e s . The system was conceived to serve 

the major p o r t i o n of r e l a t i v e l y long b-iycle t r i p s . Most 

t r i p s w i l l begin and end o f f the a r t e r i a l system but about 

90 percent of the a c t i v i t y centers i d e n t i f i e d i n the study are 

w i t h i n three blocks of a bikeway. 



v a r i e t y of bikeway types 

ranging from the simplest where b i c y c l e s are mixed w i t h other 

t r a f f i c i n oversized lanes to the highest order where b i c y c l e s 

can be operated in a separate e x c l u s i v e r i g h t of way. The plan j 

a l s o i ncludes a proposal f o r making a l o c a l s t r e e t i n Georgetown, 

a b i c y c l e p r i o r i t y thoroughfare. T h i s range of treatments j 

w i l l a l s o permit the c i t y to compare operating performance 

and thereby guide us i n making b e t t e r bikeway type s e l e c t i o n s 

i n the f u t u r e . j 

T h i s plan a l s o points up the 3.mportance of smooth 

s u r f a c i n g f o r b i c y c l i n g and the need f o r maintaining smoothness 

and d e b r i s - f r e e bikeways. Various i n t e r s e c t i o n turning pattern; 

have been i d e n t i f i e d i n c l u d i n g those c o n t r o l l e d by a s p e c i a l 

s i g n a l phase f o r b i c y c l i s t s . F i n a l s e l e c t i o n of p a r t i c u l a r 

i n t e r s e c t i o n treatments ' w i l l be made during the design stage 

of bikeway development. 

C u r r e n t l y , i t i s estimated that 60 percent of a l l 

b i c y c l e t r i p s are made to a r r i v e a t a s p e c i f i c d e s t i n a t i o n — 

others are f o r r e c r e a t i o n a l r i d i n g . With the high incidence 

of b i c y c l e t h e f t i n the c i t y , i t i s r e a l i z e d t h a t inadequate 

or non-existent parking f a c i l i t i e s can se r i o u s impede b i c y c l e 

use. A nine-point parking program i s l a i d out -in the report 



. : 

.ons to r e f l e c 

P' through the comm 

of the T r a f f i c S a f e t y Coordinator. 

The estimated c o s t of the plan, excluding r i g h t of 

. '.sition and c o s t s chat can be incor] 

improvement p r o j e c t s , i s 00 a t today's 

p r i c e s . As of now, the Department has committed a l l p r e v i o u s l y 

appropriated funds f o r bikeways, has requested $330,000 i n 

the FY 1976 budget, and w i l l request a d d i t i o n a l funds i n the 

• a l y e a r s . 

I n t h i s regard, I should appreciate hearing a l l of 

jws of the people on t h i s p r o j e c t on prior:' 

be most h e l p f u l i n developing a f i n a l 

td implementation schedule. 

I n closing,- I f 

• 

•ras i n a l l bridge const: 



•ying to 

2. We welcom* l a i n t s on s t r e e t conditions 

• ;tempt to res? 

r a p i d r e p a i r s . 

3. Our designers have developed a sewer grate 

t h a t i s h y d r a u l i c a l l y e f f e c t i v e and safe f o r b i c y c l i s t s . T h i s 

design w i l l be used on a l l f u t u r e s t r e e t p r o j e c t s . 

4. We w i l l s h o r t l y i n s t a l l experimental c o i n -

operated b i c y c l e l o c k e r s f o r p u b l i c use and demonstration. 

The plan t h e r e , I b e l i e v e , i s to i n s t a l l ten bike l o c k e r s i n 

'the P S t r e e t M a l l . 

5. We hope to develop a b i c y c l e tour that w i l l 

interconnect major points of i n t e r e s t f o r use during the 

B i c e n t e n n i a l Celebration* 

I am eager to hear your views on the p o t e n t i a l of 

t h i s plan to induce greater use of t h i s v ery e f f i c i e n t t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n mode and to provide a s a f e r environment f o r those 

who chooose to use i t . 

With t h a t , I t h i n k I have used up my ten minutes. 

MR. GARDNER: Thank you very much, Mr. Schneider. 

Now we w i l l begin c a l l i n g the pu b l i c witnesses (> the c i t i z e n s . 

The f i r s t name on the l i s t i s Mr. W. W. Jourdin. 



• esident and General Counsel c 

comment on the D. C. Transportation's 

B i c y c l e P l a n and Program f o r i s t i c t of Columbia. 

hington Area Bicycle. A s s o c i a t i o n , or WABA, are an 

>f almost 1000 adul axpayer b i c y c l i s t s 

sask to make ] s a f e r and mors C 

means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the Washington Metropolitan area. 

*.ble to develo] Ltion on 

ible to our mentbi .omments tonig -

We w i l l be al'. 

i 

d t h a t our mei 

At the emit of t h i s statement, a t l e a s t our w r i t t e n 

1 out what must be 

• 



• 

t h i s proposal i n i t s press 

i s j u s t too vague, a: r e a l l y o f f e r s 

informed p u b l i c comment. 

That i s the introductory negative side of i t , 

p o s i t i v e , however, f a r outweighs the negative. T h i s study 

provides a good t e n t a t i v e framework f o r c a r r y i n g out the 

execution of a safe and convenient network of commuter bikew 

i n the D i s t r i c t . 

Heretofore, to our knowledge, no such framework 

e x i s t e d . As a r e s u l t , b i k e r 3 and government o f f i c i a l s have 

o f t e n been a t c r o s s purposes i n t h e i r assumptions ar to the 

standards which should govern the s e l e c t i o n and execution of 

such a network. 

The c o n f l i c t has been not only between b i k e r s and 

o f f i c i a l s but a l s o among b i k e r s and among o f f i c i a l s . When 

an agreed-upon framework such as that here proposed i s 

f i n a l l y adopted, we can e x e r t our major e f f o r t s to working 

together r a t h e r than having to d i s s i p a t e them i n controversy 

The study f a i l e d to address the l a c k of c o o r d i n a t i 

i n the D i s t r i c t Government i n i t s approach to b i c y c l e s and 

bikexrays and everything having to do w i t h b i c y c l e s . Up to 

now there has been no coordination whatsoever. Each 

responsible o f f r c x a l who may have had the best of i n t e n t i o n s 

who may have had the best i n t e n t i o n s when his a c t c o n f l i c t e d 



• 

m t h a t o f f i c 

''.strict Govern. 

ample of the l a c k c 

ig parking s i t u a t i o n i n the 

eases b u i l d i n 

svernment o f f i c e s w: 

to get the landlords to provide s a f e and convenient h: 

i n point — the b i c y c l i s t s who work i n 

• 

'.'ie J 9 a u XXI C . " 

Lghted to a s s i s t the DOT ai 

is i n char.gir-.. 



. be coordinated w i t h those ox 

g i s l a t i o n should be drat •' • 

C i t y Council r e q u i r i n g t h a t r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 

landlords throughout the D i s t r i c t make reasonably adequate 

p r o v i s i o n f o r the parking and r e l a t e d needs of the c y c l i n g 

p u b l i c . Again, we w i l l be happy to work w i t h tiie DOT, the Zonin 

Commission, and other agencies i n t h i s e f f o r t . 

Another instance of u n f a i r treatment of b i c y c l i s t s 

i s t h a t displayed by the managers of L'Enfant P l a z a and other 

o s t e n s i b l y p u b l i c areas of the D i s t r i c t which a r e , i n f a c t , 

i n p r i v a t e hands unknown to the majorityc£ the p u b l i c . L'Enfan 

P l a z a has no signs p r o h i b i t i n g b i c y c l e parking, y e t the 
-

people t h e r e , the guards, p e r s i s t i n c u t t i n g the locking devices 

of innocent b i c y c l i s t s who park t h e r e . They continue to do 

t h i s despite the f a c t t h a t a t l e a s t one b i c y c l i s t has obtained 

a court judgment against them f o r t h e i r a c t i o n s , f o r t h i s 

a c t i o n on t h e i r p a r t . 

We think t h i s i s d i s g r a c e f u l behavior. I f the 

p r i v a t e owners won't see such behavior, we hope to see the 

C i t y Council enact such l e g i s l a t i o n making i t very u n p r o f i t a b l e 

f o r them to continue i t . 

We are delighted to see the study endorse the 

p r i n c i p l e t h a t bikewa.y use should not be compulsory. .tf 

bikeways are good and i f they o f f e r s a f e and convenient means 



that i s 

: 

The study i s completely s i l e n t on the problem 

created by p a r a l l e l bar d r a i n g r a t e s We are pleased the 

D i r e c t o r has s a i d fehehDistrict now has a design f o r a t r a p -

:>. such d r a i n • . w i l l be placed on 

bikeways. But t h a t i s not enough. B i c y c l i s t s are not 

only going to be using bikeways, b i c y c l i s t s use a l l of the 

s t r e e t s i n the D i s t r i c t and a d r a i n grate on a s t r e e t which 

ated as a bikeway can k i l l a b i c y c l : 

a bikeway. 

A i l of the p a r a l l e l bar d r a i i 

placed. 

L exhausts from t r a c k s and but 

nt i n f a i l i n c anything about 

f a i l i n g to put f o r t andards. 

::t take 



the lead i n stop .ether or not 

to noxiousness. 

We hope the >artment to t i c k e t 

those offending v e h i c l e s . 

' The b i c y c l e s a f e t y program s e t f o r t h i n the study 

i s admirable. We w i l l cooperate f u l l y w i t h the DOT to help 

make i t a r e a l i t y . We would l i k e to see the bikes have 

equal r i g h t s signs appear on posts throughout the c i t y . They j 

appeared r o r a short time a couple of years ago but I do not 

t h i n k they have appeared s i n c e . We t h i n k i t should be 

a permanent f e a t u r e r o t a t i n g throughout the c i t y . 

The study'sdesign on page 29 of the blue booklet 

f o r p r e f e r e n t i a l b i c y c l e s t r e e t s would completely p r o h i b i t a l l 

c r o s s t r a f f i c . We t h i n k t h i s i s c r a z y . You don't need i t to 

make b i k i n g s a f e r -and more convenient on a s t r e e t ? there i s 

no such need. We t h i n k i t i s a bad design p r i n c i p l e and a 

complete f a i l u r e . 

We a l s o take i s s u e w i t h the study's f o s t e r i n g of 

symbolic separation. The study seems to t h i n k e i t h e r painted 

lane markers or perhaps signs up there w i l l make b i k i n g s a f e r 

on c e r t a i n s t r e e t s . We take i s s u e w i t h t h a t . Unless there 

i s p h y s i c a l separation by b a r r i e r , b i c y c l i n g i s not going to bej 

any s a f e r . Motor v e h i c l e s w i l l , encroach and by encroach I mean 

run over b i c y c l i s t s and run them o f f the road i f there i s 

no p h y s i c a l separation. 



• -j Q 

Lng to be one of 

in attempt 

•la., no route i s s. 

.'. aver Chain Bridge or out Mac 

landoned T r o l l e y L i n e to l i ] 

i n V i r g i n r; 

a B o i l i n g A i r Force 

ah Laboratory. I t sh 

i n Oxon H i l l . 

Avenue, Nort 

j Southeast, should be included i n the proposed system 

i t s length so as to include Union S t a t i o n , D„ C. 

j General H o s p i t a l and DuPont C i r c l e . The i n t e r s e c t i n g squares, 

lin c o l n , should have curb cuts on 

a n a l l y opposit 

Connecticut Avenue- son i s not B 1 -

• r i sting route even 

* the C i t y Council l a s t year to : 

e to Rock Creek 

• 

The treatment of be 



. i t a l P r o t e c t i o n 

• 

• 

•.east, from 2 

should not be a f i : 

j wide and i d e a l l y s u i t e d f o r a bikeway. We understand the 

National C a p i t o l Parks i s i n favor- of i t . I t could be handled 

ve r y e a s i l y by banning t r a f f i c on Pennsylvania Avenue from 

king l e f t t u r n s . 

The other p a r t s of Pennsylvania Avenue should be 

fa r e d f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the system because i t would l i n k 

j f a r Anacostia w i t h Georgetown, a major a r t e r y . 

MR. GARDNER: Mr. J o u r d i n , i f there are a few more 

| points t h a t you would l i k e to summarize, we have gone a l i t t l e 

': b i t over now. 

IOURDIN: A l l r i g h t , Mr. Hearing O f f i c e r . 

11 of these things are e w r i t t e n 

.•a t a t i o n . The Metro S t a t i o n should 3 . m on the map 

decide whether there i s adequate l i n k a g e . 

1 A v G jX t iG f J M O J . X ^ i i o c i S t f S i l O V l X Q . X T l O X U C l ' S C l * A J i*3i . €i SxlOULJ-CL D G 3, 

3sing of the Potomac i n conjunction w i t h the Met: 

.' : routes. There 



mit f o r 

• 

to create 

s 

>NER: We appreciate your t a k i 

to come and share your thotights w i t h us. 

Before continuing w i t h the next p u b l i c witnesses, 

a t t h i s time I would l i k e to ask Ms. Nina Dougherty of the 

United S t a t e s Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency to come forward, 

she would l i k e to make a statement. 

STATEMENT OF MS.NINA DOUGHERTY, U. S. 

MS. DOUGHERTY: Thank you vary much. On behalf 

icy I would 1x3 

the D. C. Department of Transportation f o r t h e i r formal 

• 

Unfortunat 

l i s t r a t o r or our A s s i s t a n t Administrator f o r A i r 

bed me to say a few words on behalf c 

Environments 



w i t h the D. C» Department ox Transportation B i c y c l e P l a n and 

Program f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. I t i s a good beginning 

i n e s t a b l i h s i n g a comprehensive b i c y c l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. 

I t i s the f i r s t step towards a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia where poor people who choose not to 

d r i v e automobiles but to use a non-polluting mode such as 

a b i c y c l e can s a f e l y r i d e to and from major a c t i v i t y centers 

i n the c i t y . 

As you know, the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency 

h i g h l y endorses the use of the b i c y c l e f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 

considers i t a v i a b l e mode. The b i c y c l e i s t r u l y a q u a l i t y of 

l i f e v e h i c l e w i t h i t s non-polluting energy e f f i c i e n t and space 

e f f i c i e n t q u a l i t i e s . 

I t a l s o provides e x e r c i s e f o r the i n d i v i d u a l . EPA 

has shown i t s endorsement of the b i c y c l e as a v i a b l e mode of 

tr a n s p o r t a t i o n i n s e v e r a l ways. Recently EPA i n s t a l l e d 30 

completely enclosed b i c y c l e l o c k e r s f o r i t s bike commuters to 

EPA a t the Headquarters f a c i l i t y . T h i r t y more lo c k e r s are on 

order, and R u s s e l l T r a i n , the Administrator of the Environmenta 

P r o t e c t i o n Agency, resent endorsed a non-profit employee 

organi z a t i o n c a l l e d B i k e Commuters of EPA, be t t e r known as 

PEPA. He s a i d i n a l e t t e r to a l l employees " I endorse t h i s 

organization's aims and o b j e c t i v e s as a commendable example of 

vol u n t a r y p o l l u t i o n c o n t r o l e f f o r t s by EPA employees. Not only 

does b i c y c l e commuting reduce a i r p o l l u t i o n , but i t can a l s o 



nployee, reduce | 

t r a f f i c congestion, advance energy conservation -and promote 

environmental q u a l i t y . " 

The Agency d e f i n i t e l y b e l i e v e s b i c y c l i n g can reduce \ 

a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of auto p o l l u t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y on short 

t r i p s of four m i l e s or l e s s . Because of t h i s we are convinced 

t h a t more people would b i c y c l e to work or to subway s t a t i o n s 

i f these b i c y c l e routes and storage f a c i l i t i e s were provided. 

Therefore,the development of bikeways have been 
p o l l u t i o n 

continued as a means of/abatement i n the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o n t r o l 

p l a n s . The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o n t r o l plan f o r the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia provides f o r a bike t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system of 60 

m i l e s although we w i l l not be able to f o r m a l l y evaluate a l l 

of the d e t a i l s of the D. C. Department of Transportation's 

bike plan a t t h i s time u n t i l i t i s f o r m a l l y submitted to EPA. 

We f e e l the D. C. Department of Transportation has 

taken a g i a n t step forward i n complying w i t h the National 

C a p i t o l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Control P l a n . We are confident t h a t 

your planned bikeway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system should d i v e r t a 

s i g n i f i c a n t amount of auto t r i p s to b i c y c l e t r i p s thus 

c o n t r i b u t i n g to a reduction of poor a i r q u a l i t y . 

Unfortunately, the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency 

i s not authorized to g i v e funds f o r developing b i c y c l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems. But we are hopeful the D. C. 

Department of Tra n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l take advantage of applying 



• . 

:er, a notice c a l l e d the P i n -cation 

improvement- ir rogr axii f\egui.at"3-ons, tney saxct cnu*c appropriate 

s t r i a n s and b i c y c l e s , such as b:' 

b i c y c l e s and i c i l i t a t i o n m 

Lered one of the major categories of a c t i o n f o r 

arovement. 

We can see the D i s t r i c t of Colin 

;ion i s committed to pl a c i n g m< 

b i c y c l e t r a v e l than i t ever has 

commendable st 

D. C. can •' - i t y to s e t the exarapl< 

throughout the United 

MR. GARDNER: Thank you very 

Are there any other Federal or p u b l i c agencies 

Ives t h a t would d e s i r e to • 

the 4-H and Youth P: 



• 

'AYLOR, ACTING 

, D. C. COGP'f 

i s Reginald W. T a y l o r . 

Acting D i r e c t o r of the 4-H arid Youth I'­

ve Extension S e r v i c College. 

F e d e r a l C i t y Co? I Grant I n s t i t 

f o r the C i t y of Washington. : a Land 

Grant i n s t i t u t i o n , so there.: ; 4-H and Youth Dev 

Program a t Federal C i t y Collec apartments 

ut the United S t a t e s , w i t h , thus, a repre s e n t a t i o n of 

n youths. E i g h t y - f i v e per cent of these 

youths a r e b i c y c l e r i d e r s . 

Our i n t e r e s t i n the bikeway Plan and Program t h a t 

i s present t of Transportation 

f a c t o r . I would 3.ike to read from a few paragraphs of a l e t t e r 

e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y f o r the May< 

"As you are ig i s an irapor 

ve form of urban r d transportat 

180,000 :• 

t h i s problem ' 



b i c y c l e .. l e or no p r o t e c t i o n to the r i d e r ; the 

mention of accidents are thus obvious: 

of safe b i c y c l e a-

f f i c Department's 

demonstrated the need f o r remedial a c t i o n , and a Safety 

:hat w i l l i n c r e a s e p u b l i c awarene: 

b i c y c l e s a f e t y concerns and in c r e a s e c y c l i s t s and n o n - c y c l i s t s ' 

caution i n hazardous s i t u a t i o n s . 

I am suggesting t h a t another 

improve b i c y c l e s a f e t y i n an expanded program would be to 

the D. CP 4-H Program (Bike Safety} i n school saf 

programs, P o l i c e Department t r a f f i c s a f e t y programs, and 

Lty programs thai ..blistered by the 

f i c S a f e t y . During the spring 

D. C. 4-H and Youth Program at Federal C i t y College, <3 

Saf e t y P i l o t I 

f o u r t h , f i f t h 

i 

P o l i c e Department (Youth 

1th and S a f e t y — D . C. Publi i Peddlers 



The D. C. P<: 

at Federal C i t y Co] 

'•.ive and need- -q when developing plans f o r the 

/ Pl a n and Program f o r Washington, D. C. 

MR. GARDNER: 'shank you very much f o r your b 

&TEMENT OF PERRY DAVISON 

AVISON: I was i n the notice 

ro r c n l s hearing t h a t tne bus routes to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

i n the n o t i c e . nk i t i s a 

i s plan, I t h i n k i t i : F i r s t of a l l , 

:ae Bike A s s o c i a t i o n t n a t r t r s vague. 

i s s u e i s how much of a i f r u i t e d number of 

arking space i ': 

• 

ya v.v: \o: 1 : have any tro? 

'ng some t r o l l e y r i 



• 

i 

-

:e to place in 

• 

tent f o r the D: Columbia. 

There seems to be some c o n f l i c t s w i t h t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

p l a n , w i t h t h i s bus pla n , and I th i n k t h i s should be 

resolved. 

I t h i n k presentlyenyway buses are c a r r y i n g a l o t 

more people than bikes a r e . I agree t h a t there i s p o t e n t i a l 

f o r bikes but who knows what the r e a l p o t e n t i a l i s , whereas 

you have people e x i s t i n g i n buses t h a t you know are there. 

How on a r a i n y day l i k e today, I wonder how many | 

get out and r i d e a b i k e , \ Dme of the 

as here i n Was sn happen on r a i n y 

i s not the only low p o l l u t i o n , f u e l e f f i c i e n t mode of 

•••aybe not quite 

l u t i o n , even-

exhausts, although 

o v e r a l l they do not c r e a t e t h a t much pollut5.on per passenger 

• 

• ' use are very 

too many types of 



;• -'-ere bus 

lanes and r i g ] I don't 

• 

r s know t h a t , and I a 

many of the p o l i c e know t h a t who are suppo: be enforcing 

That would be required. One thin g to i c 

! away i s how much v i o l a t i o n of t h a t e x i s t i n g ordnance i s there? 

A l s o , bikes are on ther e . Now, from my observer, iv" 

there are nobtoo many b i c y c l e s using i t . The b i c y c l e s s 

to t u r n o f f on pu b l i c l a n e s . When you sea a : 

yen don't see too many bikes on i t . But I don't worrs 

about them i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h the buses to a err 

[ I d i d n o t i c e another l i t t l e t h i n g t h a t happened and 

i t i o n t h a t was published i n a newspaper. There : 

oto r c y c l e s i n these bus lanes now. I f the;-

i t up a sig n d< g a l l of the r e g u l a t i o n s i n these bus 

l a n e s , no one would have enough time to read i t . So t h a t i s 

Anotner prooiom i s not tiie Department or l r a n s p o r t a — 
: s f a u l t but t be a good, and I w i l l g ive him 

l i t , a. good b i c y c l e user's lobby but there i s no t r a n s 1 

r s ' lobby, and they 

i n i t i a t i v e f o r . P. loesn't have much i n i t i a l , 

i s p l a n , I wi' e Metro soma c r e d i t . T h i s p i 



.an t r y i n g to 

on the l o c a l s t r e e t 

there a r e a l o t o round t h a t b i c y c l . 

• 

speed. Some way of allo w i n g them not to have to step 

p sign or some t X am not e x a c t l y sure how 

n do t h a t . 

P a r t i c u l a r l y t h i s c o n f l i c t between the Metro plan 

of bus p r i o r i t y lanes and t h i s bike plan, one p a r t i c u l a r one 

i s on H and Eye S th i n k H and Eye Stre< 

an important s e r i e s of bus s t r e e t s i n Washington. There are 

j u s t a heck of a l o t of buses on them. I was t a l k i n g to one 

of the members of the s t a f f and they a l s o mentioned K S t r e e t . 

K S t r e e t a l s o has a l o t of buses on i t . 

••it't have any s o l u t i o n s . But I would hat 

people on the buses go down just s 

;ome p r i o r i t y f o r b i k e s . Observation shows t h a t 

share and the bike passengers a r e n ' t , 

Whe'cher anyoody l i k e s i t or not. That i s what r e a l l y i s 

.'Sfcriass, snu I l i v e a t 

S t r e e t , Southwest iiig l o t underneath the 



y e a r s , and 

c h i n t z i e s t lock on i n th reaking. 

1 would imagine the Highway Department put t h a t lock on. 

I guess i n the l a s t three or four months now 

ite was locked. e s t i g a t e d why the gate became locked. 

; Bxcycles go through there; pedestrians go through there. I t 

was a right-of-way as f a r as I am concerned. 

I f you look a t t h i s plan on page 15, i t happens to 

f a c t the longest s t r e t c h where the r e i s no way 

to breach t h i s b a r r i e r from or to the Southwest Freeway. T h i s 

I was a breach of t h i s b a r r i e r t h a t many people used. 

Why was t h i s gate locked? T h i s gate was not locked 

by the D i s t r i c t Government, or a t l e a s t t h a t i s what Mr. 

Brophy c l a i m s , who i s the D i r e c t o r of Parking. 

He c l a i m s the gate was locked by the House Subcom-

mittee on Parking. Why were they able to lock t h i s gate which 

belongs to the D i s t r i c t of Columbia? The parking l o t 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia. Because Mr. Brophy leased 

l o t to the House of Repress). 

I t h i n k — for,., no l e s s , xree parr 

loyees could park i n t h i s t h i n g f o r f r e e , 

i s t a l l of the p r i n c i p l e s t h a t everything has been t r y i n g 

do to get people to use bus t r a n s i t , t o use b i c y c l e s . 



;ould park there; they had 

a charge bu there. They could pari-, t 

Now they lock t h i s gate and don't allow people to wa?.k 

through i t . I can't understand t h i s whole p o l i c y . 

aas to be completely backwards a 

Rule, t u r n i n g over land to the Rouse of Representatives. We 

were t r y i n g to c o n t r o l our own d e s t i n y and we j u s t l e t out 

l e a s e s to the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

That i s my l i t t l e complaint. I don't know whether j 

anybody can solve i t . 

MR. GARDNER: Thank you v e r y much, Mr, Davison. 

t witness on the l i s t i s Mr. Louis Joug] 

STATEMENT OF LOUIS JOUGHIN 

MR. JOUGHIN: Mr. Chairman, t h i s s 

,s of about a thousand people so 

I w i l l t r y to calm i t down a b i t as 

My name i s D Joughin. I am a .resident and 

. 

L11 be b r i e r . 

>er of 1973 t" dune of 1974.. 



.lived i n Palo A l t o , C a l i f o r n i a , which was one of the f i r s t 

c i t i e s i n the United S t a t e s to attempt a f u l l - s c a l e bike lane 

and bike ramp system. The Palo A l t o p r o j e c t has. been 

s u c c e s s f u l and i s t o be f u r t h e r enlarged. 

Many of the good things I saw and experienced i n t h 

C a l i f o r n i a c i t y are described and projected f o r Washington 

i n the admirable study now before us, a r e a l l y f i n e study 

f o r which a l l D. C. c i t i z e n s should be most g r a t e f u l . 

For i n s t a n c e : 

1. Awareness of the importance of having a compre­

hensive plan go i n t o e f f e c t a t one time. H i t and miss, 

grudging e f f o r t s can only discourage both planners and u s e r s . 

2. Understanding t h a t there should be bike lanes on 

a l l the major highways entering the c i t y . We must make sure 

that a l l v i t a l a r t e r i e s are properly supplemented by bike 

l a n e s ; Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest, 

presumably on a s c a l e roughly commensurate w i t h automobile 

t r a f f i c . 

3. Emphasis on the f a c t t h a t b i c y c l i s t s w i l l be 

s t r i c t l y r equired to obey t r a f f i c r e g u l a t i o n s ; enlarged 

opportunity must be accompanied by enlarged r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

There a r e , however, two elements i n the s i t u a t i o n 

which seem to me to need grea t e r emphasis than they have thus 

f a r r e c e i v e d : (1) I t i s important t h a t the ramps which 

permit b i c y c l e s to pass from sidewalk to s t r e e t , or v i c e 



• 

• 

mere blobs of concre 

potent i a 

e l y c o s t more but i n the 

j long run they w i l l be l e s s expensive than the D i s t r i c t ' s share 

j of the b i l l s f o r surgery and h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n . 

(2) But the r e a l l y big problem l i e s i n the f a c t 

.' ,.> i'ts i n Washington d r i v e l a w l e s s l y , b r u t a l l y j 

} and dangerously. When you d r i v e i n t h i s c i t y you take your 
• 

l i f e i n your hands. Thus, every day t h a t i d r i v e down Massa- j 

j c h u s e t t s Avenue i n t o the downtown area I break the fundaim 

r u l e of the road — I d r i v e so as to endanger the l i v e s of 

others and my own. I do t h i s by observing the posted speed 

l i m i t s , w h i l e angry d r i v e r s honk and scream a t me as they 

a t speeds up to 50 m i l e s an hour. And p o l i c e coat 

of speeding i n the rush hour appears to be almost non-exifi 

I am obliged to say t h a t I w i l l not' r i d e a b i c y c l e 

a f f i c on major s t r e e t s u n t i l there is 

e motor v e h i c l e speed s a l l y enforced. And 

are r e l a t e d matters, such as the f a i l u r e of the 

| D i s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s to c l a r i f y the absolute r i g h t of a 

ent on a l i g h t i n h i s fa v o r . 

"~i to the C a l i t o r n x a scene, a 



way, and any "• 

Lthin his pow 

• 

responsible, 

in c l e a r . 

: 

lanes be pre< 

e f f o r t to i n s t r u c t a l l persons, m o t o r i s t s , c y c l i s t s and 

i s , i n the r u l e s of the game. And t h i s educational 

should be supported by s t r i c t and permanei 

by the P o l i c e of sound r e g u l a t i o n s r e l a t i n g to moving v e h i c l e s . 

Education and enforcement are necessary conditions f o r the 

s u c c e s s f u l operation of the grand b i c y c l e plan we a l l d e s i r e , j 

MR. GARDNER: Thank you very much f o r coming out 

ght and sharing your thoughts w i t h us. 

ington Company f o r Clean 

A i r . X do not have t h e i r name. Xs t h a t a C o a l i t i o n perhaps 

(i.wo response.) j 

le i s here. 

• 



-

MR. KENNEY i s Robert Ken 

I L i v e i n the Glover Pa: h i though 

I was a repr-. . t i v e on the Te i s o r y Committi 

to the Barton-Aschman Bikeway Study which produced t h i s 

proposed B i c y c l e P l a n , I ara appearing here as a p r i v a t e c i t i z e n 

and not as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of any organi z a t i o n or group. 

I am pleased to be here tonight to support the 

| proposed B i c y c l e P l a n f o r the D i s t r i c t . The combined e f f o r t s 

of the Barton-Aschman co n s u l t a n t s and the D. C. DOT o f f i c e 

of Planning and Programming, along w i t h the C i t i z e n and 

Tec h n i c a l Advisory Committees, have produced a comprehensive 

c i t y - w i d e plan which I would c h a r a c t e r i z e as a " s u b s t a n t i a l 

beginning" to s o l v i n g the s a f e t y problems of the D i s t r i c t ' s 

b i c y c l i s t s . T h i s does not mean t h a t I accept u n c r i t i c a l l y 

a l l of the Plan's recommendations, but I do f e e l t h a t t h i s 

n represents a c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n of the D i s t r i c t ' s s h i f t 

i n philosophy from buxlding rreeways designed to placate 

the almighty automobile to the balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n outlook, 

i t i s a r e f r e s h i n g experience to attend a publi c 

ring on b i c y c l e s i n the D i s t r i c t which doss no 

joixe route networic map t n a t IOOXS - i i x e a ciagram or acupuncture 

or downtown", as one speaker a t the March 25, I P 

hearing a 'cue D. C. E 
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That proposed network contained approximately 18 

l i n k s , of which only f i v e were longer than one m i l e long, 

only one longer than two r a i l e s , and very few of which were 

connected. F o r t u n a t e l y , reason p r e v a i l e d , and the C i t y Council 

reduced t h i s number to 10 somewhat longer routes and bridge 

c r o s s i n g s , but these cannot be terms a "network" because they 

are s t i l l too short and unconnected. 

The proposal we have before us tonight i s very 

d i f f e r e n t from what has come before i t . The proposed network 

has more than h a l f of i t s routes greater than a saile; 15 routes 

greater than two m i l e s , three routes between three and four 

m i l e s , one route (Rhode I s l a n d Avenue) 4-1/2 miles long, and 

another route (13th S t r e e t , Northwest) i s s i x miles long. 

S u f f i c i e n t length t o enable a commuter to make the 

major p a r t of a work or school t r i p i s v e r y important, but i t 

does not t e l l the whole s t o r y . Routes must be connected to 

form a network. A mere glance a t the network map shows t h a t 

t h i s has been done. Not only a r e the proposed roxites l i n k e d 

to each other, but to p r e v i o u s l y i s o l a t e d segments such as 

V i r g i n i a Avenue, Northwest. 

The network accomplishes one of i t s p r i n c i p a l goals: 

connection of r e s i d e n t i a l areas of the D i s t r i c t w i t h high 

employment centers g e n e r a l l y bringing commuters to the rim of 

downtown. Routes are f a i r l y evenly d i s t r i b u t e d throughout the 

c i t y . 



: 

-

outes, 1/ mile 

ins two ve r y 3 

abandoned t r o l l e ; 

r ight-of~w i t . I s t r o n g l y commend t 

and c a l l on the D i s t r i c t DOT to o u i c k l y seek funding from 

the D i s t r i c t Council to acquire right-of-way f o r these routes. 

utes w i l l not be e x c l u s i v e ; 1 

n e a r l y a l l w i l l be improvements over the present p o l i c y of 

tac k i n g up a few signs t h a t say "Bikeroute". 

S e v e r a l of these routes have been designated 

" p r e f e r e n t i a l " r o u t e s , w i t h r e s t r i c t i o n s on auto access. I 

hope these routes w i l l be c l o s e l y monitored and, i f s u c c e s s f u l , 

implemented to a gr e a t e r e x t e n t on l e s s t r a v e l e d s t r e e t s . 

Twenty-one m i l a s of routes have been c l a s s i f i 

proved b i c y c l e s t r e These routes w i l l be superior to 

aaise to give these repaving, cleaning 

I f not, t h a t 

fraudulent portion to "e'-'ist.-'ncr bikewav mileacre' claims* as i s 

tr u e of much of the present claimed 40 mil e s of e x i s t i n g 

.rest but protected from auto 



i n t r u s i o n i f on*-street, are the safest and the most l i k e l y 

to induce new users, i t i s too early i n the game to c l a i m 

t h a t anyone knows a l l the answers.. 

Bikeway design has & very short history, and 

there has been too l i t t l e - monitoring and e v a l u a t i o n of what 

ha3 been b u i l t , I hope the D i s t r i c t w i l l become one of the 

f i r s t urban areas of the country to embark on a comprehensive 

monitoring and e v a l u a t i o n program, By t h i s , I do not mean 

sending someone out to do a r i d e r count two months a f t e r a 

bikeway i s constructed. Rather, i t should ba a long-term 

process, s i n c e r i d e r i n c r e a s e s w i l l be gradual r a t h e r than 

dramatic. 

As I s a i d , no one knows a l l the answers. I 

s t r o n g l y disagree w i t h those s u p e r - c y c l i s t s who claim that 

a l l one needs to r i d e s a f e l y i n urban t r a f f i c i s a l i t t l e 

s a f e t y education. There i s a very b a s i c incompatibility 

between cars weighing more than a ton whizzing along at 

30-40 miles per hour and a bike weighing l e s s than 100 pounds 

cruising a t 10-12 m i l e s per hour at most. 

I mentioned before that I do not accept u n c r i t i c a l l y 

a l l of the study recommendations. Two important areas which are 

neglected by the plan are access to Metro stations and the 

f a c i l i t a t i o n of bicycle movement within the downtown area. 

I t i s apparently the policy of WMATA that l o c a l 

j u r i s d i c t i o n s are responsible for planning access to Metro 
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s t a t i o n s . B i c y c l e access i s a prominent f e a t u r e of these 

plans. Yet the D i s t r i c t b i c y c l e plan t r e a t s t h i s need i n 

a minor f a s h i o n . 

With a few exceptions (such as routes centering 

on the Zoo, Dupont C i r c l e , and Rhode I s l a n d Avenue s t a t i o n s ) , 

the plan emphasizes d i r e c t r a t h e r than multi-modal access to 

employment are a s . 

I t seems l i k e l y t h a t a f a r greater number of people 

would b i c y c l e the r e l a t i v e l y short d i s t a n c e to Metro s t a t i o n s 

i f s a f e access routes and secure parking f a c i l i t i e s were 

provided. According to t h i s study, 95 percent of D i s t r i c t 

r e s i d e n t s l i v e w i t h i n 1-1/2 m i l e s from planned s t a t i o n s , a 

t r i p of about 10 minutes. Mere work i n t h i s c r u c i a l area 

i s needed. 

Although t h i s l a t e s t e d i t i o n of the b i c y c l e plan 

contains some improvement i n providing routes w i t h i n the 

downtown a r e a , there i s more than can be done. I do not 

understand why the Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest, route 

proposed by the D. S. Environmental P r o t e c t i o n /agency has not 

been included on tha map as an "other proposed bikeway". 

Although the D i s t r i c t has proposed t h a t t h i s 

r e g u l a t i o n be dropped, i t i s s t i l l on the books and the people 

of the c i t y should a t l e a s t have a chance.to comment on i t . 

The D i s t r i c t should not include t h i s route i n i t s bike plan 

merely because EPA has s a i d so, but a l s o because i t i s 



Lngton C i r c l e 

rgetown to Caj 

• 

l e t . I t i s a ide s t r e e t , w i t h a 1< 

already I n e x i s t e n c e between 3rd and 15th S t r e e t s , Northwest. 

I n a d d i t i o n , l a r g e portions of t h i s route have been c l a s s i f i e d 

j by t h i s study as "high b i c y c l e accident l o c a t i o n s , " i n d i c a t i n g 

| high present usage and/or e s p e c i a l l y unsafe conditions. 

• I b e l i e v e b i c y c l i s t s w i l l continue to use t h i s route 

as the most l o g i c a l and d i r e c t , and some type of route should 

be provided along t h i s c o r r i d o r to solve i t s obvious s a f e t y 

>lems. Again, l e t me make c l e a r these a r e my personal 

-

The D i s t r i c t b i c y c l e plan has widely focused on 

fe n e r a l l y given secondary treatment i n such s t u d i e s : 

parking and s a f e t y education. Both are as equally important 

as providing bikeways i n a t t r a c t i n g and pr o t e c t i n g b i c y c l e 

j usage. Secure parking f a c i l i t i e s are an absolute n e c e s s i t y , 

Si and I s t r o n g l y approve of the plan recommendation c a l l i n g f o r 

tha use of bike loi storage devices are not only 

-proofbit a l s o weather-proof. Approximately 12 or 

be stored i n one auto-sizad spa.. 

wi t h per?aaps ramps provided f o r easy loading and unloading. 



or b i c y c l e 

access to Metro s t a t i o n s . There i s an equally c r i t i c a l need 

fo r an adequate number Of secure storage f a c i l i t i e s a t these • { 

s t a t i o n s . Present WMATA p o l i c y c a l l s f o r providing a small 

number ( I n i t i a l l y only 20 bike spaces) of storage f a c i l i t i e s j 

( g e n e r a l l y r a c k s which lock the frame and wheels) a t s t a t i o n s 

where i t owns land. WMATA owns land a t only eleven of the 

40 s t a t i o n s i n the D i s t r i c t , g e n e r a l l y i n o u t l y i n g areas. 

Commuters i n l a r g e areas of the c i t y ( f o r example, 

a l l of the Southeast and Southwest) w i l l not be able to s a f e l y j 

r i d e bikes t o t h e i r l o c a l Metro s t a t i o n s , unless t h i s p o l i c y 
• 

i s changed. The study i d e n t i f i e d s i x s t a t i o n s which have 

c i t y or f e d e r a l l y owned adjeicent land. The D i s t r i c t should 

begin immediately to take steps to plan safe f a c i l i t i e s a t 

the s t a t i o n s where i t owns land (Stadium, Armory and Georgia 

Avenue) as w e l l as prodding WMATA to seek agreements w i t h the i 

f e d e r a l agencies owning land a t the other s t a t i o n s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , WMATA should begin now to negotiate 

purchases or l e a s e s of land or agreements w i t h adjacent 

landowners a t a l l s t a t i o n s i n order to provide safe b i c y c l e 

parking. Other aspects of WMATA p o l i c y need to be changed. 

In s t e a d of bike r a c k s above ground, l o c k e r s w i t h i n the 

s t a t i o n i t s e l f should be provided, h o p e f u l l y under the watchful 

eyes of the s t a t i o n attendant. WMATA i s under a court order 

to provide e l e v a t o r s f o r the use of handicapped persons, and 



L o r i t y goal 

• • 

schools w i l l be a b l e to cure the l a r g e number of b i c y c l i s t s 

running stop signs and red l i g h t s . 

S a fety education must begin e a r l y i n the schools but 

i t must a l s o be a v a i l a b l e f o r those of a l l ages. 

B i c y c l i n g has great b e n e f i t s from the viewpoint of 

a i r p o l l u t i o n , noise p o l l u t i o n , and energy conservation. 

Obviously, the bike c r e a t e s no a i r or noise p o l l u t i o n (other 

than i t s r i d e r ' s h u f f i n g and pu f f i n g ) and consumes no energy. 

I t i s an a i r p o l l u t i o n measiure superior to others such as 

park-and-ride l o t s or the planned k i s s - a n d - r i d e f a c i l i t i e s 

ns, 

T h i s i s because: no matter how short or long a car 

ly be, a l a r g e pez produced 

•w minutes or operati 

due to the r e l a t j rreat engine i n e f f i c i e n c y i n combus 

during t h i s period. 

Increased b i c y c l e usage w i l l help to reduce carbon 

monoxide and the hydrocarbons which r e a c t to form photochemica 

i n l i g h t , somet 



the h e a l t h of a l l . 

Again, l e t me o f f e r my congratulations to the D i s t r i c t 

DOT and Barton-Aschman Associates f o r producing such a 

comprehensive plan. I urge the D i s t r i c t Government to begin 1 

i t s implementation tomorrow. 

Thank you f o r the opportunity to comment, 

MR. GARDNERi We thank you f o r coming i n . 

Mr. Ted P r a h i n s k i of SAC #1. 
I 

STATEMENT OP TED PRAHINSKI, DESIGNATED 
REPRESENTATIVE p SAC I . 
MR„ PRAHINSKI: 1 was a member of the C i t i z e n s 

Advisory committee which worked w i t h Barton-Aschman, and I 

would l i k e to t a l k a l i t t l e b i t i n terms of lessons learned. 

F i r s t of a l l I would l i k e to say something t h a t 

may sound a l i t t l e strange. I t h i n k t h i s i s a p r e t t y poor 

study. But n e v e r t h e l e s s , i f I were Mr. Schneider I would h i r e j 

some of the people who worked on i t f o r the contractor because j 

they d i d such a f i n e job. 

What I am d r i v i n g a t , the whole task i s impossible 

r e a l l y . You have to have an awful l o t of knowledge of each 

neighborhood to be able to do t h i s . I t was impossible f o r the 

co n t r a c t o r s to do i t . 

You ran i n t o a whole l o t of nice questions of 

judgment. For example, i f you devote a lane to a bikeway you 

are t a k i n g itaway from parking, and th a t i s an awful s e r i o u s 
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impact on people, say l i k e 13th S t r e e t , Northwest. They 

are t a l k i n g about a bike route up t h e r e . Come the end of 

r u s h hour, the poor people the r e , they must race to get the 

few parking spaces there are i n t h a t neighborhood and they 

are up a t seven o'clock i n the morning to get them o f f . 

I f you make a bike lane permanently, what are they 

going to do? Where are they going to put i t ? You run i n t o 

the same problem w i t h buses, bus l a n e s . Everything t h a t you 

have i n t h e r e . 

The t r u t h of tha matter i s , on t h at lower north 

c e n t r a l Washington area i s a s e c t i o n where the poor planning 

of the past — you j u s t consider how you are going to move 

an automobile, and the idea was they put autos on every 

s t r e e t , made i t a f r o n t yard freeway. 

There i s no s a f e way to get downtown from up i n 

t h a t a r e a . Fourteenth S t r e e t has the highest b i c y c l e accident 

r a t e i n the c i t y . You know why? Because i t i s the s a f e s t 

b i c y c l e route to use down there so people vote f o r i t , w i t h 

t h e i r b ikes they have a whole l o t l e s s accidents than i f they 

use any other s t r e e t . 

So to d e a l w i t h an area l i k e t h a t , you are going to 

have to put a man i n charge of j u s t a r e l a t i v e l y small area, 

something one man can handle, say the s e c t i o n between Rock 

Creek park and North C a p i t o l S t r e e t , up as f a r as Spring Road. 

That i s a one-human-mind s i z e a rea. Downtown i s another 

human-mind-size area. 



They can f i g u r e out the best compromise. And the 

type of man we had working on the study f o r Barton-Aschman, 

he i s v e r y capable of doing t h i s . T h i s type of man we have 

already i n our Highway Department, he i s already v e r y capable 

of doing t h i s . But we expect them to f i g u r e out a bike plan 

f o r the whole c i t y . Impossible. 

A good example of what has happened, b i c y c l e s and 

pedestrians have been squeezed o f f the roads. Somebody sent 

i n a l e t t e r to the Post about the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of walking i n -

between the Mall area and Southwest Washington. You get where 

14th S t r e e t Bridge goes o f f ther e , you can't get through. 

Nobody ever f i g u r e s out how do you meet a l l of those 

needs of pedestrians, b i c y c l e s , buses, everything. 

Nov; the problem of the need f o r c i t i z e n input, when 

I f i r s t heard about the study I was e n t h u s i a s t i c . I wanted 

to get the best l o c a l mileage, the best l o c a l input we could 

get i n t h e r e . I t r i e d to l i n e up WABA. Some people were very 

h e l p f u l i n g i v i n g names. I n some ways, John vWise got i n 

t h e r e . 1 don't know i f i t was my input or by accident, or 

something, but he d i d a good job f o r the Southwest area. 

W i l l Joughin did i t . I d i d i t f o r SAC 1, but I was 

not able to f i n d v e r y many people to do the job. 

The Highway Department, the task was placed on i t 

of going through the e x i s t i n g SAC o r g a n i z a t i o n . We have a 

darned good SAC o r g a n i z a t i o n i n SAC 1. The D i s t r i c t Government 



• 

• 

• 

Washington. WABA, 

..--olunteer and the. guy says 

to appoint somebody and X am going to appoint somebody and he 

never appointed anybody. But i t didn't make any d i f f e r e n c e . 

I n a l o t of areas they appointed people but they didn't have 

enough b i k i n g knowledge to do any good. 

I would l i k e to p r a i s e one person who did not have 

much b i k i n g knowledge but was conscientious, C h a r l o t t e Holmes. 

She organised a meeting i n her area of b i c y c l i s t s and got a 

chance to get some input from t h a t t h i n g . 

So I would ^av i t i s r e a l l v the c i t v ' s Kicrhwav 

0 i s doing the job, the guy I 

recommending t h a t you g i v e i n each neighborhood, he ought to 

l e knowledgeable i n h i s a r e a , and the 

l y t r u e i n other areas of the c i t y where input i s nee 

Go to the pea so are working i n t h a t j . 

the t r a s h man, I mean environmental p r o t e c t i o n man, he can 

ay v e ry knowledgeable about t r 

wants c i t i z e n input. You can't expect to go through an a l l -

i 
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.s study, seme of the things t h a t 

wrong wi t h i t , they never r considered the neighborhood 

att r a c t i o n ; ; or the school 

c e n t e r s . Where I am up near the Maryland l i n e , nobody or 

few people are going to bike downtown. That i s e i g h t , nine, 

• is away. 

They only bike f o r four or f i v e m i l e s . So somebody 

e a r l i e r s a i d , they r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r plans as acupuncture 

needles f o r downtown. A l l t h i s plan i s i s j u s t longer 

acupuncture needles. They j u s t f i g u r e d out how to get 

and they are not the best ways to get downtown / 

there i s not enough l o c a l knowledge. 

Id say what the c i t (tent ought to 

ants es'c '. don t f o l 

the Highway Department pick 

Another reason i s you can come up w i t h the best, 

nt t o , l i k e a l o t of n as are i n there f o r 

L'JO. I,, and I nave ic:>ked ar/cer i t , a .ce to 

: f o r a year, and I could :' 

• - so tney put 

16th Street.. I tho 



• 

see how good they w< 

And f i n e , not mud 

'ng down, they saw me t h e r e , they were t 

. l i t t l e timid., I f e e l l i k e I don't r e 

I t r i e d to r i d e over on the grass to get away from them and 

to y i e l d , I went up on-the crown of 

as and went s a a t them. 

they would think i was doing i t " e l 

i t me. So x guess they rac. 

was j u s t a c c i d e n t a l . 

I was out i n Phoenix l a s t summer- Yon have to bend. 

We have had a In the past year. The term 

problem i s r e a l l y t. What they d i d , they ran the bikes 

» sidewalk, 50 f e e t or so from the — t h e i r si 

>le l o t wider than 

was 119. There was not much bike t r a f f i c -at 7. guess 

i t was going to be a 

The man there t o l d m< 

up w i t h a l l of tin 

arguing the c; 
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but the r e a l ion i s not law-. 

. d r i v e r s —- ne i t h e r system w i l l work • ar e n ' t , 

11 have to worry about the guys who don't abide by the 

law. I can sea pec. ront of the 

b i c y c l e j u s t as he i s expecting the c a r to y i e l d and creaming 

. l o t of people, i n the Phoenix way. Somehow 1 t h i n k we 

American Revolution so l o c a l people can decide what 

i s best and x myself have been on committees of people w r i t i n g 

r e g u l a t i o n s . I t burns the heck out of me. I t h i n k I know 

t the subj e c t than a l o t of the other peopl 

haven't thought about the problem and they are 

f l o a t i n g and throw i t down r i g h t then and ther 

I r e a l l y and hones. lieve the bee 

.'legate i t to the l o c a l people and don't 

that you know 

up on those natio: 

:ees to r e s i s t 

P i p by people who 

. r e a l l y c a r e . Wei' 

George the T h i r d , 

most of the 



>u, Mr. Chairman. a j 

a making as a p r i v a Some of the 

i s t i o n s , such as Mr. Prahim 

I wish I could be a l i t t l e b i t mc 

to do f I t h i n k , i s go through t h i s copy of the summary of 

e study and make a fev; comments and a few thing., 

question, p o s s i b l y f o r planning purposes.if more studying 

or searching i s done. 

I have been r i d i n g a bike i n the D i s t r i c t about 

h a l f of my l i f e . 1 had a job as a messenger, a b i c y c l e 

CA Communications d e l i v e r i n g radiograms,. 

id i n g experience i n the l a s t 13 years or 

i 

T h i s i s mostly i r r e l e v a n t except I want you to 

) i t ox r i d i n g as qu 

;es and i t i s s o r t of an ana:. 

obeying t r a f f i c l a v 

i 



g, I suppose,, 

soma of the i 

.-• 'p . . 

p- are on a b i c y c l e or i n an 

much b i c y c l i n g as I hope there w i l l be i n the f u t u r e , the 

laws w i l l become necessary f o r everyone to obey. As of now, 

there are a few b i c y c l e s i n the downtown areas, people can 

get away w i t h anarchy. 

There i s a view I seem to f e e l , I didn't see i t 

much, i n the study, t h a t the automobile d r i v e r s are out to 

get the c y c l i s t s , and I want to say I disagree with that 

thoroughly, I t h i n k the crazy people you run a c r o s s , I 

guess they are j u s t people who are a n t i s o c i a l . You can run 

across them anytime. I j u s t don't b e l i e v e i t . I have never 

an accident w i t h a car i n the D i s t r i c t and I have done 

s u b s t a n t i a l r i d i n g i n tha D i s t r i c t . I f they see you they 

t h i t you. That :' have seen i t 

U s u a l l y you can ble : on the motorist, 

mostly b e l i e v e se you they 

won't h i t you purposely„ 

I don't kno\ 

i n maintenance I have x 

• 



r 

ow give p r i o r i t y to 

nate coincide 

tine lane. But somehow 

i f the curb lane could be kept and mainta: h some p r i o r i t y 

over the other lanes which c a r s o r d i n a r i l y use, perhaps t h a t 

. 

Now, the experimental aspects of the study. The 

r e a l i z e t h a t there i s a pau c i t y of 

areas and f o r i n s t a n c e , I w i l l quote from pac 

about bikeway treatmenl 

. tents and so on. 

vf .treatment's i s : 

nd i t i o n s which v a r y from s t r e e t - t c 

obtain operating experience w i t h many 

and thereby assess t h e i r eff« 

ing there the: mission that 

a l a c k oe knowls, ad an exn 

obtain answer 

! 

• 
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such use of space impractical, i t can also he argued that 

a valuable transportation mode i s discouraged when motor 

vehicles and bicycles are expected to compete for use of the { 

same space. Striking a balance of these viewpoints i s 

e s s e n t i a l , " j 

That indicates an exclusory viewpoint on each side, j 

There are people who think automobiles and only automobiles 

ought to use the streets, and other people, perhaps l i k e me, 

who think i t i s a shame that i n the United States the bicycle 

i s such an unimportant part of our l i f e s t y l e . I t i s a shame 

that our basic resources, our bodies and our physicial 

a b i l i t i e s have become subverted to the almighty automobile. 

But i n a r e a l i s t i c manner, I agree there must be 

a balance between these two viewpoints and we must proceed 

from where we are now with the automobile dominating. 

In the Nielson poll that was run, and t h i s i s where 

I am sorry that I cannot suggest, ce r t a i n l y without looking 

at the basic documents of the study, an alternative. But I 

question several aspects of the p o l l . 

Perhaps my questions are a l i t t l e b i t l i k e Mr. 

Prahinski's. On the basis of the poll r e s u l t s , assumptions 

were made as i f they were conclusions on an opinion p o l l . 

F i r s t of a l l i t must be recognized, and perhaps i t was by 

the people who conducted the p o l l , behavior i s what counts 

i t i s not opinion. Opinion can change, i f people are allowed 



the chance to do something thee have never had the chance [ 
f 

to do before, their- behavior and t h e i r opinions may change. 
I 

But you must always be c a r e f u l of taking an opinion as f a c t . 
. People say they bike a certain amount and you have 

to work with s t a t i s t i c s , such as I think b i c y c l i s t s was 
defined i n t h i s study as a person that, i n the l a s t twelve j 
months had taken one bicycle t r i p or more. I would think 
that would include a l l b i c y c l i s t s . But I have to wonder how 
many people took only one t r i p or two or three or f i v e t r i p s . 
That i s not s i g n i f i c a n t to my mind. 

I think, a more rigorous d e f i n i t i o n of b i c y c l i s t 
would be appropriate. That costs money, doing an opinion 
p o l l . I t costs money to define your d e f i n i t i o n , I suppose. 
But I would question the r e s u l t s of the p o l l on that basis. 

There i s a mention i n the study of a twelve mile an 
hour rate for b i c y c l i s t s . I think i t i s a good rate for 
short t r i p s . But only to mention something i n a minute, i f 
I have time. Tha study seemed to assume long-distance t r a v e l > 

I 
would be taken care of by things such as Metro buses, the 

f 
automobile and internal combustion engine, but neglected longer) 

• 

distance cycling. But that crops up,too. Twelve miles an 
hour i s good for short t r i p s , a mile and a half or two miles. 
But for longer distances i t must go down and for touring 10 
miles an hour i s very hard to maintain for a period of hours. 

We are not involved, probably, with anything l i k e 
that by maybe an hour, c e r t a i n l y i t ought to be suggested to 
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i n the beginning report i t t a l k s about providing parking 

i r d goal — I guess i t i 

major goals — the t h i r d goal to f a c i l i t a t e b i c y c l e parking 

s and s t r a t e g i c l o c a t i o n s are 

br any mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n except 

' 

a, but I l i k e to t h i n k i t i s 

shower and changing f< i e s and things t h a t are 

of a b i c y c l e 

m to work f o r 

sdy mentioned earl:' 

t i n g might be put i n the a 

a f r i e d an experiment l a t e l y w i t h shower 

agency. I thi n k DO' 

;« But they by a number 

o u t i n f o r b i c y c l i s t s and we a r c 

' 
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f people who have done that 

• 

Leo such as .:. 

' 

t r y to understand the summary here, th« 

"A t e s t should be undertaken to determine tie 

i t i v n e s s of providing change room f a c i l i t i e s f o r 

L l i t i e s would be located i n downtown D. C, i n conjunc 

rge b i c y c l e parking f a c i l i t y . The o v e r a l l f a c i l i t i e s 

would include adequate parking, c l o t h e s changing rooms, and 

locker space, and showers." Lockers being Glotl 

he t e s t would i n v o l v e monitor ie use of the 

i t y to determ ees oould cover c o s t s , and 

ecmine i t suca f a c i l i t i e s induce 

i t i e s could be made a v a i l a b l e 

ntime j oggers." 

i s i s a change from the automobile 

\se0- ao, makii, p o s s i b l e f or p 

. 

lange and geop 

l e means of transpc 

file:///se0-


.... would be to provi 

• 

t h i s f i r s t p r o v i s i o n . 

y i f • ':,'•• tat soon on an 
-

experimental b a s i s and I would hope people who do not 

Le or jog or walk or whatever would take an 

• 

mean where people do shower there are z&. 

d e l i n e a t e and accommodate-

I w i l l read one other thing from the study. 

.. GARDNER: Mr. F o s t e r , I f i t t h i s point 

r i s e any f i n a l statements you 

been generous w i t h the time. 

MR. FOSTER: c h i e f l y what 1 wanted to say. 

i n downtown as w e l l as the | 

. s i s . T h i s i s 

>n as a c o n t r i b u t i o n to f a c i l i t a t e b i c y c l u 

Do you have 

MR. FOSTER: Yes. 
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d, I rece i v e d two copies 

of the plan a f t e r my previous contact w i t h the Def 

Highways and Transportation; they sent one copy to my o f f i c e 

and one copy to my home. But they never sent me a no t i c e of 

•eeting tonight. I happened to f i n d i t out from a f r i e n d 

two n i g h t s ago who t o l d me, Oh,- there i s a meeting on t h a t 

plan. And I s a i d , Oh, I didn't know about, t h a t , 

.s p u b l i c i z e d but X have been 1-• fr ­

i t , and t h a t was the f i r s t t h a t I heard of i t . 

The speaker from Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency 

e a r l i e r tonight s a i d she thought the plan was a g i a n t step 

I.would c h a r a c t e r i z e i t as a l a r g e step indeed f o r 

the D i s t r i c t but not by any means a g i a n t step. 

Tha problems t h a t I f i n d i n looking through the 

i the way the study was conducted was t h a t the way 

ed b i c y c l e users i n the D i s t r i c t but not i n the 

in.7 suburbs. I am a suburbanite, I work i n the 

I work a t 6th and D S t r e e t s , Southwest, I come i n 

p on a b i c y c l e , and :' 

surveyed. 
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i t r i c t r e s i d a: 

b i c y c l i s t s needs : s t r i c t . T t s 

to . r s t s t h a t come to the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. I t would 

l e t ' s point of view tourism is 

i s t r y i n t h i s c i t y , and the D i s t r i c t o be a t 

needs of a group they would 

a t t r a c t i n t o the D i s t r i c t , the t o u r i s t s . 

i the s p e c i f i 

. tg downtown to the Southeast t 

every day. There i s a 

Ling A i r Force base. 

£lroad right-of-way 

* X S C;v 

nether the n i l 

case along *cnao r* 

j . oo nua one 

i guard w i l l s 



I f they maintain that 

• 

i t h end of i t 
Research Labor . j t h the Maryl 

s i n t h a t a r e a , and t . l i e s my f i r s t comment 

the f a c t t h a t the suburban r e s i d e n t s were not po l l e d i n the 

survey t h a t was conducted. 

The route t h a t does connect up to the Marvland l i n e , 

down South C a p i t o l S t r e e t , i t runs r i g h t down South C a p i t o l 

S t r e e t , which i s a main a r t e r i a l route with very heavy t r a f f i c , 

and I t h i n k the speed l i m i t there i s 35 m i l e s an hour. I t i s 

a four lane undivided road» 

Right now I am forced to go p a r t way up t h a t : 

I f i n d i t extremely dangerous. I only remain 

te Oxon Run 

• 
.'.age, up over CI 

• 

route would b< 

coming down t 
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c a t i o n to run a b i c y c l e r e 

th a D. C. route with the ^ 

mid a l s o come up wit h th 

other r e c r e a t : area a t t h a t 

i t , r i g h t over the D. C. L i n e . 

* avoid t h a t I , that 

se t runs over. a j 

e l route on very l e v e l land without a large amount of 

h i l l s to climb over. 

le to come here tonight. 

Thank you very k i n d l y , Mr. Wiggers. 

/ever, t h a t you have some furthex 

m w i t h Mr. Schnei; . 

u n c i l or Governments i s do ^ethmg i n 



i s coordinated with the Council of Governments on t h e i r 

plan. 

MR. GARDNER: They would be pleased to d i s c u s s t h a t 

f u r t h e r w i t h you. 

We w i l l have a short r e c e s s f o r f i v e minutes. 

( F i v e minute r e c e s s taken, 8:22 p.m. to 8:27 p.m.) 

MR. GARDNER: We are ready to proceed. L e t the 

hearing come to order. 

The next witness i s P h i l i p Schwartz. 

STATEMENT OF PHILIP SCHWARTZ: 

MR. SCHWARTZ: Mr. Chairman, ray name i s P h i l 

Schwartz. I am the t h i r d person to speak tonight who i s a 

member of an organi z a t i o n c a l l e d Bike Commuters of EPA, BEPA. 

I am speaking cn behalf of the over 100 people who commute by 

b i c y c l e to the Waterside Mall every day to work. 

What we d i d i s we s o l i c i t e d comments on the Blue 

Book, the plan t h a t was a v a i l a b l e . Unfortunately, we did not 

have the t e c h n i c a l memoranda which answered a l o t of the 

questions which were r a i s e d i n the Blue Book u n t i l a very l a t e 

date, u n t i l r e c e n t l y . 

We w i l l provide more d e t a i l e d comments l a t e r on. 

I hope our remarks on the route s e l e c t i o n w i l l r e c e i v e your 

c l o s e a t t e n t i o n because they do represent experience gained 

from d a i l y r i d i n g . 

I w i l l cover about three or a dozen or so par-tic 



areas < 

MR. GARDNER: Do you have a w r i t t e n statement to 

be i n s e r t e d i n the record? 

MR. SCHWARTZ: No. That w i l l tpplied a t a l a t e r 

date. 

MR. GARDNER: Very w e l l . 

MR. SCHWARTZ: One of the routes proposed i s 10th 

S t r e e t , Southwest, i n the L'Enfant P l a z a area. I t i s 

recommended to be a c l a s s I I I bike s t r e e t . I b e l i e v e there 

are s e v e r a l other s t r e e t s i n the Southwest area which would do 

a much better job of promoting a c c e s s i b i l i t y which i s the 

number one p r i o r i t y i n the plan. There are s e v e r a l problems 

wit h using the 10th S t r e e t route. One i s t h a t there i s no 

access to t h i s route between the Mall and G S t r e e t , Southwest. 

Other s t r e e t s such as 4th S t r e e t , 7th S t r e e t , 9th S t r e e t , are 

much more open to the area and the second problem i s a t the 

southern terminus of the route, G S t r e e t , to which i s the 

only e x i t f o r the southbound 10th S t r e e t t r a f f i c , i s a one 

way s t r e e t . I t means i t I s , t h e i r only way to get oi 10th s t r e e 

Northbound, i s to approach i t from Maine Avenue and i t r e a l l y 

does not provide very good access f o r the Southwest area. 

The second comment which came i n concerning Key 

Bridge and M S t r e e t a r e a , some lengthy comments here, and I 

would l i k e to summarize them. 

Key Bridge i s the c l o s e s t Bridge a v a i l a b l e from 
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• the c y c l i s t 

i a . You e i t h 

street which has a great deal of t r a f f i c or ne< 

j Canal, and there 

and such. I t i s not a very safe r i d i n g envi 

;hat M S t r e e t i s not reaj 

•his route might not \ 
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recommendation was the pavemej rr" red on M 
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b i c y c l i s t s to r i d e up the rel« 1 at C a p i t o l 

the Southwest ares a bikeway down F i r s t S t r e e t a t 

C a p i t o l H i l l to Maryland Avenue between F i r s t and 4th S t r e e t s , 

Southwest, and then a route down 4th S t r e e t would give good 

access to many government agencies, HEW, DOT, EPA e t c . 

As you can see, the t h r u s t of these comments, we 

a l l converge upon the Southwest area. 

I t h i n k I can summarize the other ones w i t h a few 

general remarks. T h i s study notes, much of the a n a l y s i s i s 

based on 1968 data. There i s one q u a l i f i e r i n th e r e . I t says 

the Southwest area may be s i g n i f i c a n t l y underrepresented 

because of the development which has occurred th e r e , because 

of development s i n c e 1968. 

I t h i n k i t would be h e l p f u l i f we took anot.aer look 

a t where routes were planned i n the Southwest area, the one 

along Maine Avenue m p a r t i c u l a r , as have been recommended• 

I found i t a b i t amusing, I don't know i f i t i s 

paranoid, but i n the t e c h n i c a l memorandum i t broke out the 

routes by sector of the c i t y . I have no problems t h a t we did 

not have a l o t of routes i n Southwest, but I guess, among the 

s t r e e t s l i s t e d i n the Southwest area one was completely i n 

Southeast or Northeast, something l i k e t h a t . I t WAS i n d i c a t i v e 

of perhaps what i s going on. 



• 

The record w i l l r 

•'•iha 19th. 

MR, SCHWAR": .'hank you. 

iiiRDNER: Our next witness i s Mr. Dc 

i i c i s t a t the Naval Resea: 

l a i n s i n the southern 

hington. I am a me the Non-Polluter Commute: 

. Research Lab r i d i n g b i c y c l e s s i n. I am a 

axon H i l l Bike and T r a i l Club. 

:y strongly. Tha 

: I would have brought up t h a t he did f i 

from Dr. A l l e n Webb of the Naval Research Labors' 

l i k e to introduce i n t o the minutes a: 

wyncrlv n i r a l l a i o mine T would nr»J- t 



Of inirued2.atc5 importance i s a bridge across Oxon 

Run on Maryland 295 or the D i s t r i c t 295 connector. I t i s 

pr e s e n t l y about to be paved. I n f a c t I t h i n k they f i n i s h e d 

putting the paving on i t today. They are about to p a i n t the 

white l i n e s on i t . I f a l l goe3 as I suspect i t w i l l , they 

w i l l p a i n t the white l i n e s l e a v i n g about a 15 foot shoulder 

on the l e f t s i d e where i t cannot be used, on the l e f t s i d e 

where i t cannot be used f o r b i c y c l e s and a fourfoot shoulder 

on the r i g h t side where i t can. 

I f we can p o s s i b l y do something by tomorrow morning 

to get them to move i t over three or four f e e t so we can r i d e 

our b i c y c l e s on the shoulder of 295 i t would be a great help. 

I might point out i t i s sa f e and comfortable f o r 

an a d u l t r i d e r to proceed on the shoulder of a highway l i k e 

295. I t was doing the era of the o i l c r i s i s l a s t year sometime 

t h a t I f i n a l l y dared to t r y i t . I was a f r a i d . But a f t e r I d i d 

i t I discovered i t was q u i t e reasonable. I don't recoramend 

pu t t i n g my k i d s out on such a road, but f o r the d r i v e r of a 

b i c y c l e who i s a l s o an automobile d r i v e r and who understands 

the r u l e s of-the road, i t i s s a f e . 

I t looks as though the d e f i n e r of t h i s group d id not 

r e a l l y study the B o i l i n g and Navy Research fences too w e l l , 

as Mr. Wiggers pointed out. 

There i s no way th a t red l i n e i s going to come down 

through the middle of the Naval Research Laboratory where we 



armed guards on ever: the r a i l r o a d t r a i n s t h a t come throughj 

re which have to have sj o open the 

nces so d e l i v e r i e s can be made of chemicals to Blue P' 

rough the Oxon Run Landf' r y l a n d Park ai 

Commission has been pushed by the Oxon H i l l Bike and T r a i l 

Club on many occasions to produce a decent bike path through j 

t h e r e . 

There i s a -cross Maryland 495 out to the I 

Southeast Corner of the L a n d f i l l area through S t . E l i z a b e t h ' s 

property. A v e r y p r a c t i c a l route i n t o Southern Maryland. 

I i n v i t e you to consider t h a t as a route that should 

be done. 

The pla n shows two red l i n e s converging on the 

Douglass Bridge. I am j u s t informed t h a t apparently t h a t 

blue l i n e a cross the Douglass Bridge i s going to become a bike 

path. But i t f r i g h t e n s me, the plan as I saw i t and as I 

read i t , proposes two red l i n e s bringing a l o t of b i c y c l e 

t r a f f i c to the south end of the Douglass Bridge, dumping i t 

on the Douglass Bridge w i t h no plan to funnel i t across the 

bridge. 

I t s t r i k e s me as strange. But i f the blue l i n e s are 

r e a l l y p a r t of the plan and recommended by t h i s plan, i t i s 

okay, but I am a l i t t l e a f r a i d they were not recommended i n 

f a c t by these planners, i t was i n f a c t the red l i n e s t h a t were 
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j u i t w i t h t h a t , and. 

Thank you very much, Mr. McNu 

• 

'EMENT OF MS. JEANNE ULRICH 

anne U l r i c h . I work a t 

o l l u t e r 

the Oxon H i l l Bike and T r a i l Club, 

to point out the bridge on 295 over Oxon. Run, i t has 

•hat i s l e f t i s for ines to be 

idge had a twc 

ik e s on 
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• r u c t i o n began 
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• truck over 
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lane t h a t w i l l not be used. I t w i l l j ee ee 

shoulder w a i t i n g , where nobody can use i t , w a i t i n g f o r f u t u r e 

•)6 to a s i x lane highway. When t h i s happens, 

of course, I am sure they w i l l r e p a i n t the lanes again. 

I would hope when they p a i n t those lanes tomorrow 

morning, they would put the shoulder on the outside where we 

could use i t and leave the four foot shoulder on the i n s i d e 

where nobody i s going to use i t anyway. I t would be a l o t 

s a f e r f o r b i c y c l i s t s . 

The other t h i n g I wanted to mention i s the l a n d f i l l 

area by the Oxon H i l l Children's Farm. We need t h a t route to 

connect i n or out w i t h F o r e s t Heights, Birchwcod C i t y , Southlawr, 

and people who l i v e down In d i a n Head Highway. I t i s a l s o 

needed to connect w i t h the Maryland-National C a p i t o l Park 

and Planning T r a i l s . I n t h e i r t r a i l s they have a l i t t l e arrow 

going through t h a t but i t i s outside of t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n , 

I t would be very n i c e i f the D i s t r i c t t r a i l s could 

connect w i t h the Maryland t r a i l s through t h a t area. That i s » 

a l l I want to say. Thank you. 

MR. GARDNER: Thank you. Wayne Whitney. 
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g l e f t then t 

>f the r e p o r t . 

>ut. I n p a r t i c u l a r 

• atory should bo i n d i c a t e d on t h a t map. 

• 

the bike t r a i l fro-*, the 

to the D i s t r i c t l i n e to connect 

P r i n c e George,'s planned t r a i l . 

n Thank you. 

e l s e who wishes to o f f e r t 

_ 

' :•: Peter G l i c k e r t . 

That i s on Cap I 

I don't knov« 



earing. 

MR. GARDNER: The D i s t r i c t 

of the Mayor 

conducting t h i s proceeding. 

KEET: A l l r i g h t . I l i v e on Capitol. H i l l , 

hear L i n c o l n Park, and I use my three-speed bike mostly on 

j weekends and a t night f o r shopping and other errands i n my 

neighborhood, i n downtown Washington and i n Southwest. 

I c e r t a i n l y want to support having a network of 

b i c y c l e routes i n the c i t y . The proposed cost i s l e s s than 

a d o l l a r and a h a l f f o r each r e s i d e n t of the D i s t r i c t and 

w i l l be a r e a l help i f dona r i g h t . I a l s o want to disagree 

w i t h some of the plans i n the r e p o r t . 

" S t r e e t e x c l u s i v e " bike lanes are a joke and a danger j 

unless a p h y s i c a l b a r r i e r i s b u i l t to keep c a r s Out of the 

lanes„ A couple of g a l l o n s of green p a i n t w i l l not make a 

saf e bike lane. A l s o , the plan includes some " e x i s t i n g 

j bikeways" i n the network. But in c l u d i n g these routes without 

j f i r s t f i n d i n g out i f they are sa f e and p r a c t i c a l i s a 

J cop-out which can make t h i s whole report useless. 

I am very f a m i l i a r with the "mixed t r a f f i c " routes 

J wnich s.re planned i n my neighborhood. They are streets with 

heavy a u t o t r a f f i c and u s u a l l y bus t r a f f i c , too. Believe me, 

I w i l l never use my b i c y c l e on these s t r e e t s . Even driving 

a car on these streets w i l l make me uncomfortable and l i k e l y 
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2. T h i r d and 4th S t r e e t s , sast and S c a t 

.thing the curbs a t Stanton Park, Seward :'a 

through use of 
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give a route to the down­
town shopping area by way of D Street which i s much quieter 
and safer than others. 

Narrow streets l i k e H, Eye, IOth and 12th Streets 
downtown should not be considered for bike routes. These 
stree t s are f u l l of cars and buses. Businesses on these 
streets w i l l be hurt i f l e s s space i s allowed for motor 
t r a f f i c . The routes proposed for these streets can be 
shifted to better streets i n connection with a plan for 
better bus routing i n downtown. 

(A) Buses should t r a v e l on3ay i n one direction on 
Pennsylvania Avenue and K Street leaving room for "street 
exclusive" bike lanes where the buses now go. 

(B) The "street exclusive" bike route proposed for 
13th Street, Northwest, can be continued through the downtown 
shopping area and the obsolete "Federal Triangle" bus 
terminal to Constitution Avenue. WMATA should be told to 
review i t s proposals for "counterflow" bus lanes on 15th and 
14th Streets, Northwest,, By s h i f t i n g t h i s whole plan to the 
east, 14th Street wotald get only southbound auto t r a f f i c 
and northbound auto t r a f f i c and southbound bus t r a f f i c . 
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