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" 1 / j b j NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE TRANSPORTATION SECTION OF THE 
PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE NATIONAL CAPITAL 

June 14, 1967 

(The hearing was convened at 7:45 o'clock p.m. i n 

the Department of State West Auditorium, Washington, D. C , 

Mrs. James H. Rowe, J r . , p r e s i d i n g . 

The f o l l o w i n g members, a l t e r n a t e members and 

o f f i c e r s of the National C a p i t a l Planning Commission were 

present: 

MRS. J . H. ROWE, JR., CHAIRMAN 

G. FRANKLIN EDWARDS 

BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERT E. MATHE, AND HIS 
ALTERNATES: 

COLONEL TOM H. REYNOLDS 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEWIS W. PRENTISS, JR. 

ROBERT C. HORNE, ALTERNATE FOR THE DIRECTOR OF 
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WALTER J . McCARTER, AND HIS ALTERNATES: 

JOHN RANNELLS 

WILLIAM I . HERMAN 

JOHN C. DYE, ALTERNATE FOR THE COMMISSIONER OF 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS SERVICE 

COLONEL ALVIN B. WILDER, ALTERNATE FOR THE 
CHIEF CP ENG^MGERS OF THE U. S. ARMY 

JAMES L. SHOTWELL, ALTERNATE FOR DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC ROADS 

DANIEL H. SHEAR, SECRETARY 
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C l / J b j 

I n a d d i t i o n , the Honorable Walter N. Tobriner, 

President, Board of Commissioners of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia, and the Honorable George A. Avery, Chairman of 

the Public Service Commission of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, 

were present.) 

OPENING STATEMENT OP THE CHAIRMAN 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Good evening, l a d i e s , gentlemen, 

f r i e n d s and neighbors. 

I am E l i z a b e t h Rowe, Chairman of the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission, and on behalf of the Commis­

sion I welcome you to t h i s public hearing on the transpor­

t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Proposed Comprehensive Plan. 

The purpose of the hearing, as a l l of you know, 

i s to provide an opportunity f o r the organizations and i n d i ­

v i d u a l s i n the Washington metropolitan area to express 

t h e i r views on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n proposals r e c e n t l y pub­

l i s h e d by the Commission. 

I n order to encourage the broadest possible 

response, notices of t h i s hearing were published i n l o c a l 

newspapers and the t e x t of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of 

the plan was published I n the Sunday S t a r on May 28th. 

I n a d d i t i o n , we have mailed r e p r i n t s of the 

notice of public hearing and the t e x t to our regular mailing 
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C l / j b j l i s t s . 

Members and a l t e r n a t e members of the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission are i n attendance tonight to 

hear your views. Furthermore, we have Commissioner 

Tobriner, who i s too modest to s i t up at the table with the 

r e s t of us and he i s s i t t i n g i n the audience, and the mem­

bers of the Public Service Commission of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia. 

We be l i e v e that you, the c i t i z e n s of t h i s commu­

n i t y , can contribute much to the process of planning a t r u l y 

great Nation's C a p i t a l . We are g r a t e f u l to you f o r coming 

to share your ideas with us. 

This i s a most unusual meeting of the Commission, 

not only because t h i s i s the f i r s t formal public hearing 

ever held, but i t i s al s o because we have come to l i s t e n to 

you r a t h e r than you to us. 

I n order f o r you to know us b e t t e r , I would l i k e 

to introduce the Commission members who are present and the 

a l t e r n a t e members: 

F i r s t , Dr. Frank Eiwards, who i s the Chairman of 

Transportation Committee of the Planning Commission. 

Dr. Edwards. 

(Dr. Edwards rose; applause.) 

Dr. Edwards and I are the only public members 

here tonight. The two out-of-town members couldn't make i t . 



Mr. Louohheim intends to come tomorrow, i f and when we have 

a session, which seems l i k e l y . 

Going down the t a b l e : 

General Mathe, who c i t s on the Commission i n h i s 

r o l e as D i s t r i c t Engineer Commissioner. 

(General Mathe rose; applause.) 

Mr. Walter McCarter of the National C a p i t a l 

T ransportation Agency. 

(Mr. McCarter rose; applause.) 

Mr. James Shotwell of the Bureau of Public Roads. 

(Mr. Shotwell rose; applause.) 

Colonel Wilder of the Army Corps of Engineers. 

(Colonel Wilder rose; applause.) 

Mr. Robert Home fo r the Park S e r v i c e . 

(Mr. Home rose; applause.) 

Mr. Dye of the Public B u i l d i n g s S e r v i c e . 

(Mr, Dye rose; applause.) 

Who i s on the other end (to Mr, Shear)? 

MR, SHEAR: Colonel P r e n t i s s . 

(Laughter.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I haven't got my g l a s s e s ; I can't 

see who's at the end. 

MR. SHEAR: Colonel P r e n t i s s . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Oh, and Colonel P r e n t i s s from the 

D i s t r i c t . , Sorry, Colonel P r e n t i s s . 



(Colonel P r e n t i s s rose; applause.) 

The subject of the hearing tonight i s l i m i t e d to 

the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the plan. There w i l l be no 

presentation. A l l of you know a l o t about i t . You have 

followed I t f o r a long time. 

I might b r i e f l y summarize some of the h i g h l i g h t s 

of i t but as I look out here i n t o the audience I am 

reminded of a stor y of a man who i n h i s e a r l y youth sur­

vived the Johnstown Flood and he made a career of t a l k i n g 

about the Johnstown Flood and speaking about i t on every 

occasion, graduation e x e r c i s e s , Fourth of J u l y , Rotary 

luncheons. 

He had a good and long l i f e and he enjoyed t a l k ­

i n g about the Johnstown Flood and when he died and he got 

to Heaven he ran i n t o S t . Peter at the gate who welcomed 

him warmly and s a i d , Oh, I know you, you're the f e l l o w who 

i s such an expert on the Johnstown Flood. 

He s a i d , indeed, he was and he would l i k e to 

speak about i t now that he was there. S t . Peter arranged 

a gathering i n the auditorium and the next night he stood 

i n f r o n t of an audience and j u s t as he was about to speak 

S t . Peter s a i d , By the way, I think I had b e t t e r t e l l you 

Noah and h i s fam i l y are i n the audience. 

(Laughter and applause.) 

So I do f e e l w ith so many experts i n t h i s 
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C l / j b j audience that I w i l l go once over l i g h t l y on the proposals 

of the plan because I do t h i n k you know them w e l l . 

The plan does propose approximately 40 miles of 

r a i l rapid t r a n s i t w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t as part of a l a r g e r 

r e g i o n a l t r a n s i t system. The c i t y ' s c i t i z e n s , as w e l l as 

the National C a p i t a l Planning Commission, are unanimous i n 

t h e i r support of a new mass t r a n s i t system. 

(Applause.) 

The plan proposes about 3^ miles of freeways and 

expressways w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t , of which about 19 miles 

have not yet been b u i l t . I need not t e l l you that the 

freeway system has been and i s s t i l l the most c o n t r o v e r s i a l 

proposal i n the plan or that the Planning Commission i t s e l f 

i s sharply divided on the question. 

T2 As to a r t e r i a l and l o c a l s t r e e t s , the plan advo­

cates the establishment of a more c l e a r l y defined system of 

a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s with a reduction i n the number of s t r e e t s 

used f o r through t r a f f i c . 

I t a l s o c a l l s f o r an extensive program of o f f -

s t r e e t parking r e l a t e d to the new t r a n s i t system and advo­

cates strong public c o n t r o l of v e h i c u l a r parking to insure 

that a l l downtown parking i s located o f f - s t r e e t and i n the 

proper l o c a t i o n s . 

No changes are proposed i n the r a i l r o a d system. 

The plan suggests, however, that more use could be made of 
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railroad commuter s e r v i c e when the subway system provides 

downtown d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

The plan a l s o suggests that a means be found to 

route through r a i l r o a d f r e i g h t t r a f f i c around, r a t h e r than 

through, the c i t y . 

The plan recommends expanded use of the e x i s t i n g 

j e t a i r p o r t s , Dulles and Fri e n d s h i p , and c a l l s f o r develop­

ment of d i r e c t r a i l t r a n s i t to these a i r p o r t s to make them 

more a c c e s s i b l e . Judgment i s reserved i n the plan on the 

fut u r e of the Washington National A i r p o r t u n t i l the Com­

mission reviews the r e v i s e d master plan f o r that a i r p o r t 

c u r r e n t l y under preparation by the Federal A v i a t i o n Agency. 

F i n a l l y , the plan recommends the development of a 

consolidated t r a n s p o r t a t i o n terminal combined with a 

v i s i t o r s ' center i n the v i c i n i t y of Union S t a t i o n . 

At t h i s point, i n order to be very o f f i c i a l , 

there w i l l be i n s e r t e d i n t o the record the notices of 

public hearings published i n the Sunday S t a r on May 28, 

1967, and i n the Washington Post, the Evening S t a r , the 

Washington D a i l y News, and the Washington ^fro-American on 

June 2, 1967. 

(The notices of public hearing r e f e r r e d to above 

read as f o l l o w s : ) 



A F F I D A V I T O F P U B L I C A T I O N 

District of Columbia, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, PEGGY A. T R I M B L E , 

a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia aforesaid, 

til. ij^L li'U* lH.lt it who being duly sworn according to law, on oath 

says that he is the Agent and Controller of tHht f U l S U U t g a r 

a daily newspaper published in the City of Washington, District 

of Columbia, and that the advertisement, of which the annexed 

is a true copy, was published in said newspaper / time^/ 

on the following dale^: 

" fay 

at a cost of, 

Dollars, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

My commission expires September 30, 1968 

(Seal) Vvv Notary Public 

A C C T . N O . <« 

http://lH.lt
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DISTRICT of COLUJEIA, to wit: coFf OF NOTICE 
Personally appeared before me a 

. Notary Pablic i n and for the said 
D i s t r i c t , . f 

Horace N. Ji o l i l l y 

who being duly sworn according to 
law, on oath says he i s the duly 
authorized agent of the "Afro-American 
Company", publishers of the "Washington 
Afro-American11 a newspaper published i n 
the D i s t r i c t aforesaid, and that the 
advertisement of which the annexed i s 
a true copy was published in the regular 
editions of said newspaper C I S times-, 
on the following dates* 

Agent 

COSTS $ 20.25 

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

NOTICE 0." 
PUBIC HEARING 

Oi\ (lie Transpor ta t ion Section of the Proposed 
Comprehensive PIr .n for the Nat ional Capi ta l 

JUNE 14, 15:7 
T h e National Capi ta l P lann ing Commission w i l l hold * 
Pub l i c Hear ing in the State Department West Audi to r ium, 
on 23rd Street, X . W . . between C and D Streets, on Wed­
nesday, June 14. 1957, at 7:30 P . M . , to afford interested 
parties an opportunity to present their v iews on the 
transportation section of the Proposed Comprehensive 
P l a n . T h e text of the transportion section is available at 
the Commission's offices. 1111 20th Street. X . V . , between 
9:C0 A . M . and 5:00 P . M . . Monday through F r i d a y . I r . c i v i -
duals and representatives of organizations wish ing to be 
heard at the Publ ic Hear ing are requested to furnish the i r 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, and the name c f 
the oracnization. i f any. in wr i t ing , to the Secretary. 
Nat ional Capi ta l P lann ing Commission. Washington. D . C . , 
20576. not later than the close of business Monday. J u n e 
12, 1957, so that the i r names may be placed cn the l i s t 
of witnesses. Others present at the hearing who wish 
to be heard may be afforded an opportunity to testify, 
i f t ime permits . 'af ter those on the list of witnesses have 
been cal led and heard. I n order to provide a:i opportunity 
for the max imum number of persons to be heard. :t may 
be necessarv to l imi t the length of ora l presentations. 
Witnesses are therefore encouraged to submit wr i t t en 
statements for inclusion in the record cf the hearing, i n 
addition to or in l ieu of oral presentations. The record 
of the hearing w i l l be held open for this purpose unt i l 
J u n e . 

n-.T-.'c' H. Shear. S»erMarc-. 
Katlonal C.-,r;'.al Planning Cc:'.irr.:s5ion 

Subscribed to and sworn before me 
this fcji day o£__CLi.;^.> *$C'? 

Notary public D i s t r i c t of Columbia 



A F F I D A V I T O F P U B L I C A T I O N 

District of Columbia, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, P E G G Y A. T R I M B L E , 

a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia aforesaid, 

who being duly su-orn according to law, on oath 

says that he is the Agent and Controller of t U l l C ^ i m m t l j J ? > i n r 

a daily newspaper published in the City of Washington, District 

of Columbia, and that the advertisement, of which the annexed 

is a true copy, was published in said newspaper / times' 

on the following date/: 

l u ^ u cJ.. / l A ' 7 

at a cost of, 

Dollars, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

My commission expires September 30, 1958 

19 

(Seal) Notary Public. 

A C C T . N O . it 



NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
On the Transportation Section of the Proposed 

Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 

JUNE 14, 1967 
The National Capital Planning Commission will hold 
a Public Hearing in the State Department AVest Audi­
torium, on 23rd Street NAY., between C and D 
Streets, on Wednesday, June 1-1, 1967, at 7:30 P.M., 
to afford interested parties an opportunity to present 
their views on the transportation section of the Pro­
posed Comprehensive Plan. The text of the trans­
portation section is available at the Commission's 
office. 1111 20th Street N.V., between 9:00 A.M. and 
5:00 PAL, Monday through Friday. Individuals and 
representatives of organizations wishing to be heard 
at this Public Hearing arc requested to furnish their 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, and the name 
of the organization, if any, tn writing, to the Secre­
tary, National Capital Planning Commission, Wash­
ington, D.C.. 20576, not later than the close of busi­
ness Monday, June 12, 1967, so that their names may 
he placed on the list of witnesses. Others present at 
the hearings who wish to be heard may be afforded 
an opportunity to testify, if time permits, after those 
on the list of witnesses have been called and heard. 
In order to provide an opportunity for the maximum 
number of persons to be heard, it may he necessary 
to limit the length of oral presentations. \\ itnesses 
are therefore encouraged to submit written statements 
for inclusion in the record of the hearing, in addition 
to or in lieu of oral presentations. The record of the 
hearing will be held open for this purpose until June 
30, 1967. 

Danie! H. Shea.-, Sec.-eUry 

National Capital P lanr ir i Cc.T.missioa 
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Ststrirt of Ql-nlxtmbta, m. 

P R O O F O F P U B L I C A T I O N 
— I N 

§ 

Per sona l l y appeared before me, a 

Notary Public in and for the said District, 
WILLIAM F . R E I T H W E J J 

known to me to be ASST...CPNPTROLL.Q.r.„ 0f 

(Srjr Safirjlttglnti Host 
a daily newspaper printed and published in 
the City of Washington, District of Colum­
bia, and made oath in due form of law that 
the annexed advertisement was published in 
said newspaper at the times mentioned in rhe 
Certificate opposite hereto. 

S l t t t tPJSS my hand and official seal this 

13TH .day of &me j 19.6.7. 

N0TA9T Public. D. c . 

J 1;-?r?liy (E?rttfU that the foregoing advertise* 
ment was printed and published in 

a dai ly newspaper, upon the fo l lowing dates at a cost 

of 

June 2, 1967 



Adved;s?.T.enr Advert isement Advert isement 

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
On the Transportation Section of 

the Proposed Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 

V JUNE 14, 1967 

The National Capital Planning Com­
mission will hold a Public Hearing 
in the State Department West Audi­
torium, on 23rd Street, N.W., be­
tween C and D Streets, on Wednes­
day, June 14, 1967, at 7:30 P.M., to 
•afford interested parties an oppor­
tunity to present their views on the 
transportation section of the Pro­
posed Comprehensive Plan. The text 
of the transportation section is avail­
able at the Commission's offices, 1111 
20th Street' N.W., between 9:00 A.M. 
and 5:00 P.M., Monday through Fri­
day. Individuals and representatives 
of organizations wishing to be heard 
at this Public Hearing are requested 
to furnish their names, addresses, 
telephone numbers, and the name of 
the organization, if any, in tvriting, 
to the Secretary, National Capital 
Planning Commission, Washington, 

D.C., 20576, not later than the close 
of business Monday, June 12, 1967, 
so that their names may be placed 
on the list of witnesses. Others pres­
ent at the hearing who wish, to be 
heard may be afforded an opportu­
nity to testify, if time permits, after 
those on the list of witnesses have 
been called and heard. In order to 
provide an opportunity for the maxi­
mum number of persons to be heard, 
it may be necessary to limit the 
length of oral presentations. Wit­
nesses are therefore encouraged to 
submit written statements for inclu­
sion in the record of the hearing, in 
addition to or in lieu of oral presen­
tations. The record of the hearing 
will be held open for this purpose 
until June 30, 1967. 

Daniel H. Shear. Secretary 
National Capital Planning Com«r.;s5:on 
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WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION ' . 

AFTADAV1T 

District of Columbia, to wit: 

Personally appeared before me 

A Notary Public ir. end lor the scid District 

K a t h r y n L. K i n g , 

well known to me to be the bookkeeper of the Washing­
ton Dcily News Company, a daily newspaper printed 
and published in the District cforescid; end mode oath 
in due form of law that the annexed notice was published 
in scid dcily newspaper ct the time mentioned in the 
certificate opposite hereto. 

Witness my hand and official seal this ll*$h . 

day of Jyne., , _ 19^2 

COPY OF NOTICE 

N A T I O N A L C A P I T A L P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Oo the Trc"<.ccrTc!lcn Section cf 

tt-.e Proposed Comcrehwi j i vo P l c n fcr the Naticnol Ccpi*ai 

J U N E 14, 1967 

The Noticr.cl Capital Fior.ning Commiss ion wil l hold a Public Hearing in the S'c 'e 
Department '.Vest Auditor ium, cn 23rd Street, N.W., between C c.-d 0 Stree's , cn 
Wednesday, June 14, 1947, ct 7:30 P .M. . , to ctford in 'c re i 'ed por'ies cn epper-
tu-oity to present i f t i r v iew* cn t r« t rcnspcr tc ' i cn sect cn cf the P r c c e s e d Com­
prehensive P l c n . The text cf the t rcnspcrtct icn sec ' i cn 1$ cvo'Hatie ct the C o m ­
mission's ctt ices , 1111 : t - h Street, N.'.V., t e * * e « o » A . M . 5 P . V . , Verity 
Ihrcugn Fr idoy. I r d i v d u d s end recresor. 'onves cf organizations v..shing to t e 
heard ct this P u t i : c Hearing ere rt^'-eitcd to furnish their ncrr,es, eddresses, 
V e c h - c r e nurrt-ers end >r« ntrr.e cf th crgsr<tl«t*en, if eny. In writ ing, to the 
Secretary , Nj f . c r . c l Ccp . ' c l Planning C e m m ss i cn , Washington, D.C. , IC574. net 
later then the c lose cf business V c n d c y , June 12, 1?:7, so that their names may 
t e ptcced cn the list cf witnesses. C're.-s present cf the heoring v.hc wisti to 
t e heerd may t e afforded cn opportunity to test.fy, if time permits, c f le r the S t 
en the list cf witnesses heve btefl ea'ied. c r d heard. In order to prcv'de cn 
opportunity fcr the max imum number cf persens to t e heard , it may t e re-ces-
$ory to l imit the length cf crol p.-esen'ctlcns. W t r e s s e s ere therefore enccurcced 
to submit written s t a t e m e n t fc r Inclusion In tre record cf the hearing, in edditien 
to c r in lie-j cf ore! presentations. The record cf the hearing wil l t e he'd c c c n 
for this purpose until June 30, 1557. 

Ocnle l H. Sheer , J e c r e ' c r y 
National Ccpitol Planning Commiss ion 

I hereby certify that the foregoing notice was 

printed in the Washington Dcily News, a daily 

newspaper upon the following dates: 

Not ary Public, D. C. 
My Commission expires January 14. 1972 

Jane 2^ 1967 
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3 j / 3 CHAIRMAN ROWE: I n response to the no t i c e , 69 

i n d i v i d u a l s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of organizations requested 

i n w r i t i n g by the close of business on June 12 that t h e i r 

names be placed on the l i s t of witnesses. Because of the 

length of the l i s t of witnesses, and i n accordance with the 

no t i c e , i t w i l l be necessary to l i m i t each o r a l presenta­

t i o n to ten minutes. The time required f o r questions by 

members or a l t e r n a t e members of the Commission, the D i s t r i c t 

Commissioners, or the members of the Public Service Commis­

sion, and f o r answers thereto, w i l l not be charged to the 

witn e s s . The Secretary of the Commission w i l l i n d i c a t e to 

each witness when eight minutes have elapsed. 

Witnesses are encouraged to be b r i e f i n t h e i r 

o r a l presentations and to submit w r i t t e n statements f o r 

i n c l u s i o n i n the record of the hearing which w i l l be kept 

open u n t i l June the 30th. 

We have s t a r t e d doing a l i t t l e a r i t h m e t i c on the 

number of witnesses and we don't t h i n k that we can plan 

another 22-inning night and I think that we c e r t a i n l y w i l l 

have to have another session tomorrow evening; i f each w i t ­

ness i s to take ten minutes, and there are 69 witnesses, 

you can see i t would be a very l a t e hour. 

We hope to f i n i s h t h i s evening's session by 

eleven or a l i t t l e l a t e r and I would thin k that between 

nine and n i n e - t h i r t y we might have a ten-minute r e c e s s . 
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A f t e r the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of agencies of the 

Federal and D i s t r i c t of Columbia Governments t e s t i f y , w i t ­

nesses w i l l be c a l l e d by the Secretary of the Commission i n 

the order i n which t h e i r names were submitted to the Secre­

t a r y . The names of witnesses who f a i l to respond to the 

f i r s t c a l l of t h e i r names w i l l be c a l l e d again a f t e r a l l of 

the names on the l i s t of witnesses have been c a l l e d i n i t i ­

a l l y . 

I might say to those of you who e i t h e r f o r one 

reason or another did not get the w r i t t e n notice i n i n time, 

I am t e r r i b l y s o r r y . I f we have the session tomorrow, 

which seems l i k e l y , and the l i s t which you have here i s 

f i n i s h e d , then we would l i k e to hear from those of you whose 

requests i n w r i t i n g came i n too l a t e . But I do remind you 

that there i s an opportunity up u n t i l June the 30th to sub­

mit your w r i t t e n testimony. Whether you w i l l have an oppor­

t u n i t y to stand here and speak, I can't be sure at t h i s 

time. I t depends on the amount of time that the other w i t ­

nesses take. 

A complete record of t h i s hearing, i n c l u d i n g 

statements and m a t e r i a l s submitted a f t e r the hearing but on 

or before June 30th to the Secretary of the Commission, 

w i l l be a v a i l a b l e f o r examination a f t e r June 30th at the 

Commission's o f f i c e s , 1111 20th S t r e e t , between nine and 

f i v e , Monday through F r i d a y . 
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i d ."jbj/5 Copies of the record may a l s o be purchased from 

the Jo Ann Withers Reporting Service at 1906 M. 

Following t h i s hearing, the Commission and i t s 

s t a f f w i l l review the comments received and submitted f o r 

the record, as w e l l as those received at the s e r i e s of 

public meetings p r e v i o u s l y held by the Commission on the 

various parts of the Proposed Comprehensive Plan. 

We have been out i n the d i f f e r e n t geographical 

areas of the c i t y , as many of you know, l i s t e n i n g to the 

c i t i z e n s c l o s e r to home. 

Together with the views of the o f f i c i a l agencies 

submitted to the Commission, the comments w i l l be used i n 

preparing the Comprehensive Plan f o r the Nation's C a p i t a l 

f o r adoption by the Commission i n accordance with the 

National C a p i t a l Planning Act of 1952. The Major Thorough­

far e Plan part of the Comprehensive Plan i s required by law 

to be approved by the Commissioners of the D i s t r i c t and the 

Mass Transportation Plan part of the Comprehensive Plan i s 

required by law to be approved by a j o i n t board c o n s i s t i n g 

of the D i s t r i c t Commissioners and the members of the Public 

Service Commission. 

Before the Secretary s t a r t s c a l l i n g the witnesses, 

I would l i k e to introduce f o r a few b r i e f remarks 

Dr. Edwards who has served as the Chairman of the Transpor­

t a t i o n Committee of the Commission. 
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T 2 / j b j / 6 Mr. Edwards. 

MRS. ANN DICKERSON: Madam Chairman, a point of 

p r i v i l e g e . Could we have a moment of prayer from one of 

the m i n i s t e r s here? 

We f e e l , many of us f e e l that t h i s i s a moral 

thin g as w e l l as j u s t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . So could we have a 

s i l e n t moment of prayer before the other people begin? 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Yes, I ' l l be glad to. 

FATHER JOHN DILLON: Our Father, we are gathered 

together here as God's people concerned about our c i t y . 

Grant us the ears to hear the cry and a heart to 

y i e l d to those needs. 

Help us to r e a l i z e the important moral i m p l i c a ­

t i o n s of our d e l i b e r a t i o n s because we are dealing here with 

how space i s used and how people l i v e and work. I n such 

s i t u a t i o n s , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n becomes an instrument f o r j u s ­

t i c e or i n j u s t i c e , a means of opportunity or f r u s t r a t i o n , a 

mechanism f o r confi n i n g or r e l e a s i n g those who l i v e i n the 

ghettos. 

Help us, Lord, to remember that our c i t y i s f o r 

men and not men f o r the c i t y . Amen. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Edwards. 

(Applause.) 
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T 2 / j b j REMARKS OP G. FRANKLIN EDWARDS 

DR. G. FRANKLIN EDWARDS: Mrs. Rowe, Members of 

the Commission, l a d i e s and gentlemen: 

I want to welcome you to t h i s meeting as the 

Chairman of the Transportation Committee of the Planning 

Commission. There i s nothing of r e a l substance I might add 

at t h i s time to what Mrs. Rowe has already s a i d . 

We have met over the past year with many of you 

i n your l o c a l communities and al s o at the Commission 

o f f i c e s and those meetings have extended at times l a t e i n t o 

the night. I don't want to take the important time now 

which i s given to you to make any prolonged statement but I 

do want to assure you that the Commission takes very s e r i ­

ously the views which are expressed by c i t i z e n s who take 

t h e i r time to demonstrate t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n matters of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I t i s i n that s p i r i t that I welcome you to t h i s 

meeting and I should l i k e to give the same assurance that 

a l l of the Commission members w i l l l i s t e n a t t e n t i v e l y to 

what you have to say. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: The Secr e t a r y w i l l c a l l the w i t ­

nesses. 

MR. SHEAR: Madam Chairman, with your permission, 

I w i l l c a l l each witness and announce the witness 



13 
x 2/jbj immediately f o l l o w i n g , i n the i n t e r e s t of time. I don't 

bel i e v e we had a s u f f i c i e n t number of witness l i s t s f o r 

everyone i n the audience and by doing so we may f a c i l i t a t e 

the hearing. 

(The l i s t of witnesses reads as f o l l o w s : ) 
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N A T I O N A L C A P I T A L P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2C575 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE TRANSPORTATION SECTION OF THE PROPOSED 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE NATIONAL CAPITAL 

June 14 and 15 , 1967 

L i s t of Witnesses 

1 . T . F . A i r i s , D i r e c t o r , Department of 
Highways and T r a f f i c , Government of 
the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

2 . Commanders W, F . Reed, J r . , and L . J . Green, 
Chesapeake D i v i s i o n , Nava l F a c i l i t i e s 
E n g i n e e r i n g Command, Washington, D . C . 

3 . Harold E . W i r t h , Chairman, D i s t r i c t o f 
Columbia Met ropo l i t an Area Highway 
Users Conference 

4 . Glen T . L a s h l e y , D i r e c t o r , P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s 
and C i v i c A c t i v i t i e s , D i s t r i c t of Columbia 
D i v i s i o n , American Automobile A s s o c i a t i o n 

5 . Adolphe J . Edwards, P r e s i d e n t , South 
Manor Neighborhood A s s o c i a t i o n 

6 . Joseph G. F e r r i e r , Chairman, Committee on 
A i r P o l l u t i o n , Save Takoma Park Committee 

7 . R u s s e l l H . Hornback, V i c e P r e s i d e n t and 
B u s i n e s s Manager, Union T a x i Owners 
Coopera t ive A s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . 

8. Ted P r a h i n s k i , P r e s i d e n t , Shepherd Pa rk 

C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n 

9 . S t a n l e y W. Dziuban 

10 . L u c i l l e S. Goodwin, Chairman, Me t ropo l i t an 
A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l C i t i z e n s of the Near North 

1 1 . Char les J . P i l z e r , Genera l Counse l , Y e l l o w 
Cab Company of D. C , I n c . 
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12. Sammie Abdu l l ah Abbot t , Emergency 
Committee on the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
C r i s i s 

13 . Robert M. Kennan, J r . , Chairman, 
Roads Subcommittee, Committee of 
100 on the F e d e r a l C i t y 

14. George F r a i n , E x e c u t i v e V i c e P r e s i d e n t , 
Kalorama C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . 

15 . Robert D. L e r n e r , V i c e P r e s i d e n t & 

Genera l Manager, A i r p o r t Transpor t I n c . 

16. D. L . Chaney 

17 . Duncan W a l l , Me t ropo l i t an C i t i z e n s 
C o u n c i l for Rapid T r a n s i t 

18. Herbert T . Wood 

19 . C . E . H a l l , Regional Manager, E a s t e r n 
Greyhound L i n e s 

20 . Simon L . C a i n , P r e s i d e n t , Lamond-Riggs 
C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n 

2 1 . Bernard C a i n , S e c r e t a r y , Brookland 
C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n 

22 . Robert F . Koch 

2 3 . Morton S . R a f f , T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Chairman, 
Montgomery County C i t i z e n s P l ann ing 
A s s o c i a t i o n 

24 . J . C . T u r n e r , P r e s i d e n t , Grea te r Washington 
C e n t r a l Labor C o u n c i l , AFL-CIO 

2 5 . Marion B a r r y , J r . , c i t i z e n s Committee for 
Equa l J u s t i c e 

26 . Mrs . Angela Rooney, Brookland for People 
and T ree s Committee 

27 . W i l l i a m H . Waters 

2 
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28 . F rank B i a s , P r e s i d e n t , The Connect icut 
Avenue A s s o c i a t i o n 

2 9 . Thomas M. Walsh , Chairman, T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Committee, Me t ropo l i t an Washington Board 
of Trade 

30 . Rene B o z z i , V i c e P r e s i d e n t , Lamond-Riggs 

C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n 

3 1 . Thomas P . Rooney 

3 2 . John A . I s r a e l s o n , V i c e P r e s i d e n t , 
Woodward & Lothrop 

3 3 . F r e d e r i c A . Heut te , C a t h o l i c I n t e r r a c i a l 
C o u n c i l of Washington, D . C . 

3 4 . C . P . Maloney, J r . , V i c e P r e s i d e n t , 
Maloney Concrete Company 

3 5 . C o l . Robert F . E v a n s , P r e s i d e n t , 
C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n of Georgetown 

36 . P h i l i p Young, (o r Mrs . Barbara Young) , 
Save Takoma Park Committee 

3 7 . Pe te r G l i c k e r t , C a p i t o l H i l l Community 
C o u n c i l 

3 8 . Bernard W. P r y o r , P r e s i d e n t , Brookland 
Neighborhood C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . 

3 9 . David Solomon, P r e s i d e n t , Washington 
S e c t i o n , I n s t i t u t e of T r a f f i c Engineers 

4 0 . L a u r a Lee Spencer 

4 1 . J e s s e Devore, P r e s i d e n t , I v y C i t y T r i n i d a d 
C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . 
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Company, I n c . 

4 3 . Robert L . S a l o s c h i n 

44 . Murray S . Simpson, P r e s i d e n t , Super Concrete 
Corpora t ion 

3 



13D 
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4 6 . Mrs . L o u i s a Spottswood, Brookland Neighbors 
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4 7 . John H . Ca r t e r 

4 8 . Joseph Kogok, K o j a k ' s L i q u o r s 

4 9 . L e s l i e Logan, P r e s i d e n t , A r l i n g t o n i a n s 
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5 4 . Edward J . MacClane, Chairman, C i t y P l ann ing 
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Vj'bj" MR. SHEAR: The f i r s t witness i s T. F. A i r i s , --

MR. AIRIS: Here. 

MR. SHEAR: — D i r e c t o r of the Department of 

Highways and T r a f f i c of the Government of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia, who w i l l be followed by Commanders W. F. Reed, 

J r . , and L. J . Green. 

STATEMENT OF: 

T. F. AIRIS, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 
AND TRAFFIC 3 GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

MR. T. F. AIRIS: T e l l me when to go, Dan. Now? 

MR. SHEAR: (Nodding head.) 

MR. AIRIS: Madam Chairman, Members of the 

Planning Commission: My name i s Thomas F. A i r i s . I am 

Director- of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Department of Highways 

and T r a f f i c , and I am glad to be number one on the l i s t , I 

t h i n k , 

I would l i k e to present the comments of the 

Department w i t h respect to the Transportation Plan con­

tained i n the Comprehensive Plan f o r the National C a p i t a l , 

which i s the subject of the hearing t h i s evening. 

Generally, we support the plan as o u t l i n e d . The 

freeway s e c t i o n c l o s e l y follows that provided f o r i n the 

P o l i c y Advisory Committee ' s document of May 25, 19^6, which 

was concurred i n by a l l major agencies responsible f o r con­

s t r u c t i o n and maintenance of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s i n 
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T 3 / j b j the D i s t r i c t . I t i s a l o g i c a l descendant of many transpor­

t a t i o n plans proposed during the l a s t decade and a h a l f , a 

number of which, i n c l u d i n g the 1959 Mass T r a n s i t Survey and 

the Year 2000 Plan, were sponsored by the National C a p i t a l 

Planning Commission. 

Although we are i n general support of the r a i l 

f e a t u r e s shown on Transportation Diagram Number Two, we 

would defer to the s p e c i f i c comment of the National C a p i t a l 

Transportation Agency and the Washington Metropolitan Area 

T r a n s i t Authority concerning these f e a t u r e s , since they are 

experts i n that f i e l d and have r e c e n t l y proposed substan­

t i a l changes i n the system from that shown here. S i m i l a r l y , 

we would a l s o suggest the acceptance of expert opinion from 

the Washington Metropolitan Area T r a n s i t Commission i n s o f a r 

as requirements of bus l i n e s are concerned. The highway 

and freeway programs shown i n the plan are capable of being 

adapted to complement any reasonable v a r i a t i o n of the mass 

t r a n s i t system that i s f i n a l l y adopted and b u i l t . 

We are of the opinion that the plan f u r n i s h e s the 

guidelines f o r order l y development of the Nation's C a p i t a l 

so that the construction of b u i l d i n g s , apartments, o f f i c e 

s t r u c t u r e s , and other large t r a f f i c generators, when com­

pleted, can be properly serviced by adequate complementing 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s that w i l l have been constructed 

simultaneously with the b u i l d i n g developments. 



16 

- 3 / j b j T h i s has not been done to date, and, as the c i t y 

grows i n s i z e , i t w i l l become i n c r e a s i n g l y important to 

keep the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of people and goods abreast of the 

demand caused by the development of more t r a f f i c generators 

i n both the metropolitan area and i n the downtown. Other­

wise, a c r i s i s i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t r a f f i c w i l l r e s u l t . 

I n t h i s regard, u n t i l at l e a s t j u s t l a t e l y , I 

have observed that the Planning Commission has not con­

cerned i t s e l f with t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a p a b i l i t y of an area 

when approving con s t r u c t i o n of new t r a f f i c - g e n e r a t i n g p r o j ­

e c t s . The current Southwest development i s a good case i n 

point. Here the Planning Commission approved such huge new 

t r a f f i c generators as the F o r r e s t a l B u i l d i n g and the Tenth 

St r e e t Mall complex, both now under construction with e a r l y 

occupancy dates, without reviewing complementing needs f o r 

increased c a p a b i l i t y of the movement of people and goods. 

I t was only l a s t year, a f t e r we expressed our 

fe a r s and induced the Redevelopment Land Agency to have a 

review made, that a nose count showed that the area would 

not have the expected 25,000 occupancy, nor 35*000, not 

even 55,000, but a whopping 85,000, which, of course, poses 

a serious problem not only to the c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s of the 

area which cannot handle t h i s load i n the normal manner, but 

a l s o to the yet uncompleted connecting a r t e r i a l s and Inner 

Loop Freeway f a c i l i t i e s as w e l l . 
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-'3/jbj As a r e s u l t , a number of agencies, under the 

leadership of the General S e r v i c e s Administration, are 

attempting to f i n d a reasonable s o l u t i o n . The National 

C a p i t a l Transportation Agency has located a subway s t a t i o n 

and a l i n e loop i n the area, and we are examining, with the 

Washington Metropolitan Area T r a n s i t Commission, c e r t a i n 

t r a f f i c aspects. I t h i n k we can prevent the s i t u a t i o n from 

becoming ch a o t i c , but i t should be an example to us a l l 

that t r a n s p o r t a t i o n requirements must be included i n 

development planning. 

Another case that i s b u i l d i n g up i s the develop­

ment of the proposal along the Anacostia R i v e r at the s i t e 

of the B o i l i n g A i r Force Base, where large new Department 

of Defense and housing p r o j e c t s are under consideration. 

Here again, there w i l l be a demand created f o r a d d i t i o n a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a p a c i t y , which i s not c u r r e n t l y included i n 

any plan. 

At the Planning Commission meeting i n May, when 

the B o i l i n g p r o j e c t was presented, the sponsor did not 

touch on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n requirements nor did any member 

of the Commission i n d i c a t e an i n t e r e s t by questioning 

whether or not t h i s e s s e n t i a l Ingredient of a s u c c e s s f u l 

p r o j e c t could be provided. 

For c e r t a i n , i f i t does proceed, i f the Potomac 

R i v e r c r o s s i n g shown on Diagram Number One i n dotted l i n e s 
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- 3 / j b j i s r e a l l y s e r i o u s l y considered f o r l a t e r c o nstruction and 

i f Maryland continues to press f o r connections of the 

Indian Head Highway i n t o Interchange 38 of the Beltway 

1-495, j u s t east of Woodrow Wilson Bridge, then the 

D i s t r i c t , f o r c e r t a i n , has no a l t e r n a t i v e but to widen 1-295, 

the Anacostia Freeway, to at l e a s t eight l a n e s . 

These are some of the s i t u a t i o n s we, who are 

responsible f o r maintaining t r a f f i c i n a healthy condition 

i n the c i t y , are c o n t i n u a l l y confronted with and one on 

which we must have some as s i s t a n c e from the Planning 

Commission, i f we are to do our job. 

The plan c a l l s f o r an increase i n the employment 

I n the D i s t r i c t of from 600,000 i n 1965 to 800,000 i n 1985. 

Such an increase r e q u i r e s highways, parking, t r a n s i t , i n 

at l e a s t the amounts shown i n the plan i n order to insure 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia that i t s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system 

w i l l be a p o s i t i v e element of the c i t y r a t h e r than a con­

tinuous headache . 

I am sure no one by now needs to be reminded that 

the Washington metropolitan area has been f o r over a decade 

one of the f a s t e s t growing areas i n the United S t a t e s . I n 

1965. c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the metropolitan area approached a 

b i l l i o n d o l l a r s a year and a lage part of the t o t a l was 

expended i n the D i s t r i c t to construct such huge new t r a f f i c 

generators as I mentioned i n the Southwest, the magnificent 
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4 / j b J new o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s along K and L S t r e e t s , Northwest, a 

hugh new h o t e l , the Washington H i l t o n , additions to the 

Sheraton Park and Shoreham Hotels, the gigantic Watergate 

Town and Columbia Plaza developments that are only now 

nearing completion,the proposed Ponte Vecchio Bridge and 

others too numerous to mention. 

A l l t h i s b u i l d i n g creates new jobs and adds to 

our economic w e l l being, but we have not been keeping pace 

with the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a p a b i l i t y needed to support these 

newly constructed f a c i l i t i e s . 

As a r e s u l t of t h i s expanding economy .and the 

increase i n v i s i t o r s t r a v e l i n g to Washington, the D i s t r i c t 

has experienced a three to seven per cent increase i n 

v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c per year. I n d i v i d u a l counting s t a t i o n s 

vary but the average y e a r l y increase remains f a i r l y con­

stant . 

Another i n d i c a t o r , of course, i s the addition to 

r e g i s t r a t i o n s on automobiles here i n the D i s t r i c t , which 

have increased about 4,000 v e h i c l e s per year, and that i s 

i n the D i s t r i c t alone, not counting the metropolitan area. 

Vie, i n the highway and t r a f f i c f i e l d , are con­

t i n u a l l y confronted w i t h what the American people, without 

regard to race, col o r , creed do, that i s , they buy t r u c k s , 

they buy automobiles, they buy cars i n i n c r e a s i n g quantity, 

r a t h e r than what some of we t r a f f i c o f f i c i a l s would l i k e to 
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have them do, and that i s , make maximum use of e x i s t i n g bus 

routes and other forms of public c a r r i e r , which would make 

our job c e r t a i n l y a l o t e a s i e r . 

I could c i t e many a u t h o r i t i e s on t h i s point but 

by way of emphasis I would l i k e to mention a f a i r l y recent 

pronouncement of an important non-highway a u t h o r i t y . 

The fo l l o w i n g a r t i c l e appeared i n a l o c a l news­

paper a few months ago. 

"RAILROAD CHIEF - SADLY ADMITS FACTS 
OF L I F E " 

H a r tford, Connecticut 

The President of one of the 

l a r g e s t r a i l r o a d s p r e f e r s to go by car 

instead of hopping a t r a i n . " I have a 

pass on the New Haven R a i l r o a d , but I 

drove up here today," New York C e n t r a l 

head Afred E. Pearlman said i n a recent 

t a l k to T r i n i t y College students. 

(Laughter.) 

'Every time an American wants to 

go anywhere," he s a i d , 'he wants to go 

now. Th i s means a c a r , and t h i s i s 

what most of the people do. Most 

people don't l i k e to go somewhere t i e d 

down by a schedule." 
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" I t 's only when i t 's snowing or 

the a i r l i n e s aren't operating you l i k e 

to go back to the good old days." 

These, unfortunately, are what we face here. 

At the present time, our small l i m i t e d access 

roadways i n the D i s t r i c t , i n c l u d i n g our short completed 

freeway s e c t i o n s , comprise a mere — 

MR. SHEAR: A minute and a h a l f . 

MR. AIRIS: A minute and a h a l f . Very good, I ' l l 

t r y to f i n i s h . 

(Continuing) — a mere 2„8 per cent of the 

D i s t r i c t ' s s t r e e t system, yet they handle 15.5 per cent of 

the v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c . 

Now, when the freeway system i n the plan i s com­

pleted, i t w i l l comprise 4 .5 per cent of the s t r e e t system 

and our l i m i t e d access roadways w i l l then handle 30 to 

40 per cent of the t r a f f i c . We w i l l get i t out of the 

neighborhood and out from where i t w i l l hurt c h i l d r e n . 

I n summation, the D i s t r i c t Highway Department 

supports the general plan. I t b e l i e v e s that i t w i l l pro­

vide a base to handle D i s t r i c t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n probably 

through 1985, provided, of course, f u r t h e r planning delays 

are not encountered and we can get the f a c i l i t i e s b u i l t and 

i n t o use w i t h i n the time now programmed f o r t h e i r construc­

t i o n . Only then, I t h i n k , can we concentrate on the 
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operational matters by promoting bus and r a i l t r a n s i t 

usage. Then a l s o we can move to minimize the need f o r yet 

f u r t h e r f a c i l i t i e s . 

Thank you very much. 

(Applause.) 

MR. SHEAR: The next witnesses are Commanders 

W. F. Reed, J r . , and L. J . Green, Chesapeake D i v i s i o n , 

Naval F a c i l i t i e s Engineering Command, Washington, D. C , 

who w i l l be followed by Harold E. Wirth. 

COMMANDER L. J . GREEN: Mr. Secretary, the Navy 

does not wish to make an o r a l presentation. 

MR. SAMMIE ABDULLAH ABBOTT: What are you going 

to do, brin g your b a t t l e s h i p s down the freeways? 

(Laughter.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding gavel.) 

Mr. Wirth. 

MR. SHEAR: Mr. Harold E. Wirth, Chairman of the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia Metropolitan Area Highway Users Confer­

ence . 

STATEMENT OF: 

HAROLD E. WIRTH, CHAIRMAN, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
METROPOLITAN AREA HIGHWAY USERS CONFERENCE 

MR. HAROLD E. WIRTH: Madam Chairman, since your 

time i s l i m i t e d , before I begin my own statement and you 

begin timing me as you i n d i c a t e d , I have been authorized by 
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the Maryland and V i r g i n i a Milk Producers A s s o c i a t i o n to 

report that they wish to go on record as being i n favor of 

the f u l l completion of the e n t i r e i n t e r s t a t e freeway system 

i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. They b r i n g milk to a l l of the 

babies . 

(A chorus of boos.) 

And now my statement, Madam Chairman and Members 

of the Commission. 

My name i s Harold E. Wirth. I am the Washington 

Manager of the Firestone T i r e and Rubber Company and I am 

speaking tonight as Chairman of the Washington Representa­

t i v e s of Rubber and T i r e Manufacturers. 

(Laughter.) 

This organization i s made up of the men and women 

from the various t i r e manufacturing companies which main­

t a i n Washington o f f i c e s . Now, we represent the ind u s t r y 

that i s the second l a r g e s t tax c o l l e c t o r f o r your nation's 

highways. And, i n Washington, D. C , our customers, you, 

who are paying these taxes f o r highways are obtaining very 

l i t t l e value received f o r your o u t l a y s . 

As you should know, the I n t e r s t a t e Freeway Pro­

gram i s financed s o l e l y by past, present and continuing 

l e v i e s and on tr u c k and bus owners through numerous taxes 

on v e h i c l e s , motor f u e l , automotive parts and t i r e s . The 

program does not cost the General Fund one sin g l e cent, as 
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compared wi t h many other programs approved by t h i s very 

Commission. 

Motorists i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia are the 

highest taxed of any community i n the United S t a t e s , having 

paid an average --

VOICES: What f o r ? 

(Scattered applause.) 

MR. WIRTH: — having paid an average of $213 per 

v e h i c l e i n 1965, according to the American Petroleum I n s t i ­

tute r e p o r t s , but they do not have the b e n e f i t s of modern 

freeways as do the motorists i n such c i t i e s as A t l a n t a , 

Chicago, Cleveland, D a l l a s , D e t r o i t , Hartford, Los Angeles, 

New Haven, New Orleans, and you name i t . 

A VOICE: And a l l points west. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding gavel) I expect every­

body to be courteous to the speaker, whether you agree with 

him or not. 

I t i s a c o n t r o v e r s i a l issue that we are t a l k i n g 

about tonight but I do expect courtesy. 

Thank you. 

MR. WIRTH: We urge the National C a p i t a l Planning 

Commission to approve co n s t r u c t i o n f o r every mile of the 

n a t i o n a l system of i n t e r s t a t e and defense highways cur­

r e n t l y mapped f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and the balance 

of the freeway p r o j e c t s from "A" through "K" as l i s t e d i n 
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T ^ / j b j column s i x of your "Notice of Public Hearing" advertised i n 

the Sunday S t a r issue of 28 May 1967, page A-13. T h i s 

i n c l u d e s , of course, the Inner Loop, the Three S i s t e r s 

Bridge, the Potomac R i v e r Freeway and the North C e n t r a l 

Freeway. 

I n the Washington area these well-known future 

i n t e r s t a t e highways are u s u a l l y described as l o c a l f a c i l i ­

t i e s . But perhaps some of us might have forgotten t h e i r 

n a t i o n a l importance. 

So, l e t the record show that the North Central 

Freeway I s our segment of the great I n t e r s t a t e Route 95 

which runs from Miami, F l o r i d a , to upper Maine and i s now 

r a p i d l y being completed through the c i t i e s of J a c k s o n v i l l e , 

Richmond, Baltimore, Wilmington, P h i l a d e l p h i a , Trenton, 

New Brunswick, Newark, New York, New Haven, Providence, 

Boston, Portsmouth, New Hampshire and Portland, Maine, but 

not through Washington, D. C. 

VOICES: Good. 

(Applause.) (Cheers.) 

Also l e t the record show that the North Ce n t r a l 

Corridor w i l l c a r r y the ro u t i n g of I n t e r s t a t e 70-S, which 

i s not j u s t a commuter f a c i l i t y f o r S i l v e r Spring and 

R o c k v i l l e , as some people have mistakenly s a i d , but goes on 

westward as I n t e r s t a t e 70 to serve F r e d e r i c k , Hagerstown, 

Wheeling, Columbus, I n d i a n a p o l i s , S t . Louis , Kansas C i t y , 
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T 5/jbj Denver --

(Laughter.) 

-- and connects with another freeway that goes 

a l l the way to C a l i f o r n i a — 

VOICES: Hurray. 

MR. WIRTH: — thus being the a r t e r y through 

which about 25 per cent of our country's motorists can 

reach t h e i r own Nation's C a p i t a l . 

A VOICE: Trucks. 

MR. WIRTH: I t i s shocking to note i n the 

Proposed Comprehensive Plan f o r the National C a p i t a l on 

page 111, to be exact, that some of t h i s Commission's 

members s t a t e that they are against the b u i l d i n g of t h i s 

v i t a l nation-wide route. 

(Applause and cheers.) 

We s i n c e r e l y hope that t h e i r t h i n k i n g has 

changed since the Proposed Comprehensive Plan was w r i t t e n . 

A VOICE: No. 

VOICES: Never. 

MR. WIRTH: They may have been under the impres­

sion at the time that since we have the Beltway, the f r e e ­

ways need not come through the c i t y . 

(Applause.) 

However, as we know from recent v i s i t s to 

America's other major c i t i e s , a l l of the great i n t e r s t a t e 
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T 5 / j b j routes pass close to the center of a l l large c i t i e s , as 

w e l l as having the option of a beltway f o r those who prefer 

to go around the c i t y . I t ' s part of the b a s i c n a t i o n a l 

plan. 

(Laughter.) 

This i s necessary because o r i g i n and d e s t i n a t i o n 

surveys of you people who d r i v e automobiles show that much, 

sometimes the bulk of the t r a f f i c d e s i r e s to go to the 

heart of the c i t i e s and not around them. To keep freeways 

out of c i t i e s would be as absurd as to have prevented r a i l ­

roads from coming i n t o large c i t i e s over 100 years ago. 

The n a t i o n a l system of interstate and defense high­

ways was launched by the Congress of the United States i n 

1956 as a 4 l ,000-mile coast-to-coast freeway system s e r v i n g 

a l l types of v e h i c l e s and t r a f f i c needs. Throughout the 

country 23,755 miles of t h i s system are completed and open 

to the public use today. This i s t h r e e - f i f t h s of the t o t a l 

system. 

The D i s t r i c t of Columbia has only 29.8 miles of 

that system w i t h i n i t s borders. Of t h i s proposed mileage, 

only 10.5 miles have been completed, or about one-third. 

Only two other s t a t e s have a smaller percentage of comple­

t i o n . They are Utah, which has hundreds of miles of high­

ways and very few motorists, and Hawaii, who j u s t became a 

s t a t e r e c e n t l y and, t h e r e f o r e , j u s t got s t a r t e d on the 
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program. 

Maryland, f o r example, your neighboring s t a t e , i s 

75 per cent completed i n her system and V i r g i n i a , the 

b u i l d e r of the new world's f i r s t public highway system, i s 

pre s e n t l y engaged i n co n s t r u c t i n g four-lane divided high­

ways to connect every town of 5,000 population i n the s t a t e . 

One wonders how Washington's economy can be 

expected to t h r i v e i n t h i s automotive age when we are so 

f a r behind other comparable c i t i e s and 47 s t a t e s of our 

nation. As the Nation's C a p i t a l we should be s e t t i n g the 

example by leading the pace. 

(Laughter. ) 

Tonight we are d i s c u s s i n g future t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

plans f o r our c i t y . The plan under review can be described 

as the smallest highway plan of the 20-odd t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

plans that have been prepared over the past 20 y e a r s . 

(Applause.) 

The freeways and bridges proposed i n t h i s 

Comprehensive Plan are the bare bones minimum, without 

which a modern c i t y cannot e x i s t . I n p r a c t i c a l i t y , i t i s 

reduced down to no other modern freeways than a sev e r e l y 

condensed i n t e r s t a t e system. 

Compare t h i s to e a r l i e r plans of t h i s very same 

National C a p i t a l Planning Commission, which included sev­

e r a l needed parkways and expressways. 



29 

T 5 / j b j For example, I have here a l e a f l e t ( e x h i b i t i n g 

document) summarizing the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n plans of 1959 pre­

pared by your Commission. S t r i c k e n from the present 

Proposed Comprehensive Plan are such throughways as the 

Northwest Freeway, the Northeast Freeway, the Glover-

Archbold Parkway, the Intermediate Loop, and, i n V i r g i n i a , 

the PImmitt Run Parkway and the South Potomac Expressway, 

a l l erased from that plan. 

(Cheers and applause.) 

Madam Chairman and Gentlemen of the Commission: 

I urge you to end these r e c u r r i n g delays, holdups, cut­

backs, s t u d i e s , r e - s t u d i e s , and other slow-downs on t h i s 

e s s e n t i a l program and to get on with the job of b u i l d i n g 

t h i s g r e a t l y reduced and minimum freeway system. 

And, Mr. Timer, I hope you have given me c r e d i t 

fo r a l l of t h i s applause, which I had no a u t h o r i t y to con­

t r o l . 

(Laughter and applause.) 

Th i s i s not j u s t a d e s i r e of those of us i n 

automotive-type businesses. 

(Applause.) 

This i s not only a d e s i r e of those of us i n auto­

motive-type businesses. I have here a f i l e of e d i t o r i a l s 

from the Washington newspapers whose headings t e l l the 

s t o r y of strong and sound support from the e d i t o r i a l 
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T 5 / j b J w r i t e r s , your own e d i t o r i a l w r i t e r s , whose only i n t e r e s t i s 

the welfare of the p u b l i c . 

(Laughter.) 

For f i v e y e a r s , Washington's e d i t o r i a l pages have 

contained strong pleas f o r completing the bridge and f r e e ­

way system. Permit me to read j u s t a few of the headings 

from some of these e d i t o r i a l s . 

The Evening S t a r : Freeway Breakthrough? 

(Laughter.) 

The Evening S t a r : Back on the Road. 

Here We Go Again. 

The Post: More Farce. 

The Tunnel Caper. 

Time f o r a Change. 

Over and Over. 

The Subway i n Danger. 

Freeway Challenge. 

T a c t i c s of Delay. 

Slow Path Forward. 

Counsel of Despair. 

The News: Who's D r i v i n g . 

Clearance f o r Freeways. 

Roads and Reason. 

(Laughter.) 

For F i v e Years. 
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T 5 / j b j A VOICE: Bingo. 

(Applause and cheers.) 

MR. ABBOTT: Free t i r e s i n the lobby. 

(Laughter.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: You have l o s t some time for 

applause, so w e ' l l give you a h a l f a minute more. 

MR. WIRTH: Let me say to you that only automo­

b i l e owners and bus and t r u c k owners pay f o r your freeways. 

You don't pay one cent f o r them, i f you don't own an auto­

mobile . 

(A chorus of groans.) 

You pay nothing to support the freeways of your 

country that we are advocating. 

VOICES: No. 

MR. WIRTH: But even though you do not own an 

automobile, i f you don't, i t i s i n your i n t e r e s t to support 

the rapid completion of our freeway system f o r the simple 

reason that a l l of your n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e and even the 

l i t t l e l u x u r i e s i n your l i f e must be brought to you over 

t h e i r routes by an automobile. Congestion costs you more 

for every s i n g l e item that you 'Obtain. 

Now, l e t me conclude, Madam Chairman, by r e i t e r ­

a t i n g the wise and solemn words of our d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

Federal C i t y Council: " I f " — 

(A chorus of boos.) 
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T 5 / j b J " I f Washington had no other reason to aspire to 

urban greatness, i t s f e d e r a l purpose alone should be enough 

to arouse the d e s i r e f o r c i v i c f u l f i l l m e n t . But the great­

ness of t h i s community l i e s not i n a s t a t i c f e d e r a l r e s e r ­

v a t i o n dotted with monuments and i s o l a t e d from i t s urban 

environs. I t s greatness l i e s i n i t s r o l e as a c i t y — 

l i v a b l e , b e a u t i f u l , f u n c t i o n a l , i n s p i r i n g — a place where 

the human purpose as w e l l as the f e d e r a l purpose may be 

consummated. 

"Such greatness r e q u i r e s planning. 

" I t also r e q u i r e s a c t i o n . " Let's please have i t . 

end T5 (Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Before c a l l i n g the next w i t n e s s , 

I would l i k e to introduce Mr. George Avery, the Chairman 

of the Public S e r v i c e Commission of the D i s t r i c t , who 

a r r i v e d a l i t t l e l a t e . 

Mr. Avery. 

(Mr. Avery rose; applause.) 

MR. AVERY: Thank you. 

MR. SHEAR: Mr. Glenn T. Lashley, Public Relations 

and C i v i c A c t i v i t i e s , D i s t r i c t of Columbia D i v i s i o n , 

American Automobile A s s o c i a t i o n , who w i l l be followed by 

Adolphe J . Edwards. 
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STATEMENT OF: 

GLENN T. LASHLEYj DIRECTOR, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND CIVIC 
ACTIVITIES, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DIVISION, AMERICAN 

AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 

MR. GLENN T. LASHLEY: Madam Chairman and Members 

of the Commission: Before you s t a r t the timing of my 

presen t a t i o n , I would l i k e to commend the young lady here 

who asked f o r a word of prayer to open t h i s meeting because 

I th i n k t h i s i s an extremely important meeting and I person­

a l l y am delighted to see i t s t a r t o f f on the tone of: Come, 

l e t ' s reason together. 

There i s an important de c i s i o n to be made i n t h i s 

conference and I would ask the members of the audience --

disagree w i t h me a l l you l i k e --- but please don 't take my 

time. Let me f i n i s h and then you can demonstrate a l l you 

want to. 

My name i s Glenn T. Lashley and I am D i r e c t o r of 

Public Relations and C i v i c A c t i v i t i e s f o r the D. C. D i v i s i o n 

of the American Automobile A s s o c i a t i o n , which has over 

195,000 members i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, Northern V i r g i n i a 

and suburban Maryland. 

We are pleased that the Planning Commission i s 

holding t h i s hearing. We hope i t w i l l be the l a s t . The 

freeway and parkway network f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

has been studied, r e s t u d i e d , planned and replanned, but f a r 

too l i t t l e has been implemented. U n t i l i t i s Implemented, 
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the concept of balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n cannot become a 

r e a l i t y . 

Prom previous hearings and a c t i o n s , i t i s quite 

apparent that some members of NCPC are v i o l e n t l y opposed 

to any form of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n v o l v i n g rubber t i r e s . 

(Applause.) 

We f i n d i t completely out of order to have the 

e d i t o r i a l footnote on page 111 of the proposal f o r the e n t i r e 

National C a p i t a l Planning Commission. 

Planning f o r the freeway system i n the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia has become fragmented and u n c e r t a i n , because 

i n d i v i d u a l s and groups have been able to i n j e c t confusion 

into the freeway planning p i c t u r e . Firm planning decisions 

have been delayed, c r e a t i n g a condition that prevents a 

s i n g l e freeway p r o j e c t from being completed or even advanced 

to the f i n a l stages. 

By 1970, l a d i e s and gentlemen, 24 m i l l i o n people 

each year w i l l be coming to t h i s c i t y as t o u r i s t s . 80 per 

cent of them w i l l t r a v e l by automobile. 

Now, i n terms of money, 24 m i l l i o n v i s i t o r s means 

over $900 m i l l i o n of business to our community. 

We wonder what i t w i l l be l i k e i f we cannot complete 

our Inner Loop Freeway System when t o u r i s t s leapfrog from 

one incomplete freeway to another, meeting clogs of t r a f f i c 
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jd3 of motorists who do not want to be i n the c e n t r a l business 

d i s t r i c t and would not be there, i f we could complete the 

Inner Loop Freeway. 

As you know, there are concrete memorials a l l 

over the town which v i v i d l y i l l u s t r a t e the planning disputes 

which have delayed our major highway p r o j e c t s . The Potomac 

R i v e r Freeway j u t s i n t o the a i r j u s t south of the Whitehurst 

Freeway and ends at 31st S t r e e t , an abrupt drop-off at 30 

f e e t above the ground, and i t w i l l be another seven years --

(Applause.) 

The Southeast Freeway, b u i l t along V i r g i n i a Avenue, 

Southeast, as f a r as 6th S t r e e t , was completed i n 1964. But 

the connecting freeway to the 11th S t r e e t bridges w i l l not 

be f i n i s h e d f o r another two y e a r s , and t h i s keeps us from 

g e t t i n g the t r a f f i c out of that l o c a l s t r e e t which does not 

want to be there and would eliminate the congestion i n that 

area. 

Now, i t i s true that up to now c i t y freeways have 

demanded quite a b i t of land but they don't need to. The 

highway needs only a permanent three-dimensional easement 

or a i r tunnel. Space above, below and alongside could be 

used f o r the c i t y ' s most pressing needs, such as business 

o f f i c e s , housing and parks. 

Freeway opponents fr e q u e n t l y c i t e human and e s t h e t i c 

values as reasons f o r opposing f u r t h e r freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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(Applause«) 

I question whether or not t h i s opposition can be 

founded i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. The newly opened 

E S t r e e t Expressway i n f r o n t of the State Department here 

shows how beauty can be b u i l t into urban freeways, --

(Laughter.) 

where s i x acres of parks and landscaping have 

been constructed where none e x i s t e d before. 

The bold new proposal to b e a u t i f y the Georgetown 

Waterfront, along w i t h construction of the Potomac R i v e r 

Freeway, i s another example. Tunneling of portions of the 

North C e n t r a l Freeway and East Leg of the Inner Loop are 

e x c e l l e n t i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

Let mo emphasize that the D. C. D i v i s i o n of the 

American Automobile As s o c i a t i o n since 1961 has e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y -

supported a balanced system of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r the Metro­

p o l i t a n Washington area, i n c l u d i n g a system of rapid t r a n s i t , 

i n c l u d i n g a system of express bus routes, and adequate park­

ing f a c i l i t i e s i n the downtown area. 

Madam Chairman, I have added two attachments to 

t h i s Report: 

One, a page from American Motorist o u t l i n i n g our 

p o l i c y on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 

Two, from the same magaz.'.ne, showing a c t i o n that 

took part at our Advisory Board Meeting back i n 1965• On 



37 

that occasion a t our Board Meeting, we considered i t an 

honor that Mr. William J . McCarter would honor our organ­

i z a t i o n by being luncheon speaker t h e r e , h i s f i r s t public 

appearance i n Washington. 

And on that occasion Renah Camalier, the Chairman 

of Our Board, presenting him wi t h a four-foot shovel assured 

him of our support and s a i d , Mr. McCarter, s t a r t digging. 

(Laughter.) 

I t i s true that up to now p r e t t y freeways have 

demanded quite a b i t of land but, as I mentioned a moment 

ago, beauty can be b u i l t into these freeways. 

C i t i z e n s have already made t h e i r choice where they 

want to l i v e , where they want to work and where they want to 

play and here i s where we come to some of the c o n f l i c t . 

We b e l i e v e that these people should not be forced 

to change t h e i r d e s i r e s i n order to conform to a preconceived 

plan. 

The D. C. D i v i s i o n of the T r i p l e - A endorses the 

proposed t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Comprehensive Plan 

f o r the National C a p i t a l . We wish to emphasize that the 

freeway proposals are the bare minimum which should be b u i l t . 

Anything l e s s can c r i p p l e the Nation's C a p i t a l . 

I would l i k e to comment on three s p e c i f i c proposals. 

Number One - The Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d Bridge. This 

bridge has been considered e s s e n t i a l i n every comprehensive 
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Tojd6 planning report published during the l a s t ten y e a r s , with 

the exception of the one abortive review by NCTA i n l ° / 6 2 . 

The current b u i l d i n g boom i n Rosslyn i s evident to even the 

most c a s u a l observer. Key Bridge and Chain Bridge t r a f f i c 

c a p a c i t i e s are overtaxed d a i l y . T r a f f i c on the Roosevelt 

Bridge has increased 32 per cent since 1965. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s 

the only p r a c t i c a l means at hand whereby the Georgetown Water­

f r o n t can be r e h a b i l i t a t e d . Without the bridge, there can be 

no Potomac R i v e r Freeway along the Potomac on the Maryland 

s i d e , and I am sure you agree that t h i s i s an important phase 

of our system and, very important. 

The Three S i s t e r s Bridge w i l l provide the f a s t access 

to Route 66 and to Dulles A i r p o r t and, l a d i e s and gentlemen, 

we need to get that white elephant operating properly and to 

take some of the objectionable j e t t r a f f i c away from Wash­

ington National A i r p o r t . 

(Scattered applause.) 

[7 Route 66, coming i n through A r l i n g t o n , as planned, 

w i l l be a divided eight-lane freeway. Roosevelt Bridge i s a 

s i x - l a n e bridge and r e s t r i c t e d to passenger v e h i c l e s . Thus, 

we would have an eight-lane freeway c a r r y i n g both passenger 

and t r u c k t r a f f i c leading into a s i x - l a n e bridge which 

p r o h i b i t s t r u c k t r a f f i c and which increases i t s t r a f f i c count 

by 32 per cent i n one year. 
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<3^7 How then can anyone l o g i c a l l y r e j e c t the need f o r 

another Potomac Bridge? And the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d l o c a t i o n 

i s the obvious l o c a t i o n . Unless i t i s b u i l t , there w i l l be 

a t r a f f i c jam of c o l o s s a l dimensions at the approaches to 

the Roosevelt Memorial Bridge and t r u c k t r a f f i c w i l l be obliged 

to go two and a h a l f miles to cross the 14th S t r e e t Bridge, 

which already i s overloaded. 

P r o j e c t Number Two - North C e n t r a l Freeway. The 

most recent plan includes a number of important improvements. 

I t does not contemplate bulldozing a new c o r r i d o r . I t would 

consolidate the e x i s t i n g B&O Railroad and the proposed rapid 

t r a n s i t l i n e i nto one t r a f f i c a r t e r y to minimize d i s r u p t i o n . 

I t h i n k our Highway Department has done an e x c e l l e n t 

job i n t h i s p r o j e c t , and I w i l l hurry on, on the East Leg 

of the Inner Loop, by keeping the number of displaced persons 

to an absolute minimum. 

The C a p i t a l H i l l Area i s another place where we 

are reducing the congestion on the l o c a l s t r e e t s . 

And I would emphasize that i n the c e n t r a l business 

d i s t r i c t 50 per cent of the t r a f f i c down there does not want 

to be i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . 

The freeway system of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s 

one e n t i t y . You cannot delete sections of i t and expect i t 

to work. 

Madam Chairman, there i s one part that we do take 
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?$jd8 exception to on the parking proposals. We b e l i e v e that 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a numerical l i m i t on parking spaces i s i l l -

advised because most p r o j e c t i o n s on motor v e h i c l e s have been 

found to be extremely low. 

Thank you f o r your time. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

(Mr. Lashley's f u l l statement i s as f o l l o w s : ) 
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Madam Chairman and Members of the Commission: 

My name i s Glenn T. L a s h l e y . I am D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c R e l a ­

t i o n s and C i v i c A c t i v i t i e s for the D i s t r i c t of Columbia D i v i s i o n of 

the American Automobile A s s o c i a t i o n , which has more than 195,000 

members i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, Suburban Maryland and Northern 

V i r g i n i a . On behalf of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Advisory Board of 

the AAA, I wish to make the f o l l o w i n g observations concerning the 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S e c t i o n of the 1985 Pl a n for the National C a p i t a l : 

We are ple a s e d t h a t the Planning Commission i s holding t h i s 

hearing. We hope i t w i l l be the l a s t . The freeway and parkway net­

work f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia has been stu d i e d , r e s t u d i e d , planned 

and replanned, but f a r too l i t t l e has been implemented. U n t i l i t i s , 

the concept of balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n cannot become a r e a l i t y . 

From previous hearings and a c t i o n s , i t i s qu i t e apparent that 

c e r t a i n members of the NCPC are v i o l e n t l y opposed to any form of t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n i n v o l v i n g the use of rubber t i r e s . We f i n d i t completely 

out of order to have the e d i t o r i a l footnote on page 111 included i n 

what i s supposed to be a proposal from the e n t i r e National C a p i t a l 

Planning Commission. Planning for the freeway system i n the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia has become fragmented and u n c e r t a i n . I n d i v i d u a l s and 
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groups have been able to i n j e c t confusion i n t o the freeway planning 

p i c t u r e . Firm planning d e c i s i o n s have been delayed, c r e a t i n g a 

c o n d i t i o n that prevents a s i n g l e freeway p r o j e c t from being completed 

or even advanced to f i n a l design s t a g e s . 

Within a few y e a r s , tourism w i l l be Washington's number one 

i n d u s t r y . P r e d i c t i o n s a r e that by 1970 some 24 m i l l i o n people w i l l 

be v i s i t i n g t h i s c i t y , 80 per cent of them a r r i v i n g by automobile. 

We wonder what w i l l enter the t o u r i s t ' s mind as he l e a p f r o g s from 

incomplete freeway to incomplete freeway, dodging heavy t r a f f i c on 

c i t y s t r e e t s which shouldn't be there i n the f i r s t p l a c e and would 

not i f freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n could proceed on schedule. 

There are concrete memorials a l l over town which v i v i d l y 

i l l u s t r a t e the planning disputes which have delayed our major high­

way p r o j e c t s . The Potomac R i v e r Freeway j u t s i n t o the a i r j u s t 

south of the Whitehurst Freeway and ends at 31st S t r e e t , N. W., at 

an abrupt drop-off point 30 f e e t above ground. I t w i l l be another 

s i x to seven years a t the e a r l i e s t before t h i s p r o j e c t can be com­

p l e t e d . The Southeast Freeway, b u i l t along V i r g i n i a Avenue, S. E. 

as f a r as 6th S t r e e t , was completed i n 1964. But the connecting f r e e 

way to the 11th S t r e e t bridges w i l l not be f i n i s h e d f o r another two 

y e a r s . 

What the Planning Commission has overlooked i n opposing port­

ions of freeways and invoking i t s delays i n the a r e a i s t h a t t r i p 

p a t t e r n s have changed i n the past 50 y e a r s . I n s t e a d of a v a s t i n -

pouring and outpouring during rush hours, there i s now journeying i n 

'""1 d i r e c t i o n s throughout the Metropolitan area. 

Meanwhile, t r a f f i c continues to i n c r e a s e — n o w at the r a t e of 

3 to 7 per cent per year. I n f a c t , a comparison of 1966 t r a f f i c 
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volume counts with those taken 10 years ago, i n 1956, showed an i n ­

c r e a s e of 73 per cent on the Potomac R i v e r bridges alone. As D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia highway o f f i c i a l s have f r e q u e n t l y pointed out, i n c r e a s e d 

t r a f f i c may n e c e s s i t a t e f u r t h e r a p p l i c a t i o n of v a r i o u s t r a f f i c eli­

ne e r i n g techniques and d e v i c e s to e x t r a c t more c a p a c i t y from the 

e x i s t i n g s t r e e t system. T h i s could have a detrimental e f f e c t not 

only upon the b e t t e r r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods, but on the b u s i n e s s 

s e c t i o n s of Washington as w e l l . 

I t i s t rue that up to now c i t y freeways have demanded q u i t e a 

b i t of land, But they don't need to. The highway needs only a per­

manent three-dimensional easement—or " a i r t u n n e l . " Space above, 

below and alongside could be used for the c i t y ' s most p r e s s i n g needs, 

such as business o f f i c e s , housing, parks, e t c , 

Freeway opponents f r e q u e n t l y c i t e human and e s t h e t i c v a l u e s 

as reasons for opposing f u r t h e r freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n . No such charge 

could be more unfounded than i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. The newly 

opened E S t r e e t Expressway i n f r o n t of the S t a t e Department shows 

how beauty can be b u i l t i n to urban freeways, where s i x a c r e s of 

parks and landscaping have been c o n s t r u c t e d where none e x i s t e d before. 

The bold new proposal to b e a u t i f y the Georgetown Waterfront, 

along with c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Potomac R i v e r Freeway, i s another 

example. Tunneling of p o r t i o n s of the North C e n t r a l Freeway and 

E a s t Leg of the Inner Loop are a l s o good i l l u s t r a t i o n s , 

L e t me a l s o emphasize t h a t the D. C. D i v i s i o n of the AAA, 

s i n c e 1961, has e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y supported a balanced system of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r the Metropolitan Washington area, i n c l u d i n g a 

system of r a p i d t r a n s i t , a system of express bus r o u t e s , and ade­

quate parking f a c i l i t i e s i n the downtown ar e a . But there i s simply 

-3-
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no s u b s t i t u t e for the c a r , e i t h e r today or i n the f o r e s e e a b l e future, 

to meet the f l e x i b l e t r i p needs and d e s i r e s of people. C i t i z e n s have 

already made t h e i r c h o i c e where to l i v e , work or play. They should 

not be forced to change i n order to conform to a preconceived plan. 

The D. C, D i v i s i o n of the AAA endorses the proposed t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Comprehensive P l a n for the National C a p i t a l . 

We wish to emphasize that the freeway proposals i n t h i s s e c t i o n are 

the bare minimum which should be b u i l t . Anything l e s s w i l l c r i p p l e 

the Nation's C a p i t a l . 

I would l i k e to comment on s e v e r a l s p e c i f i c p r o j e c t s i n the 

freeway p o r t i o n of the Plan: 

1. The Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d Bridge. T h i s bridge has been 

considered e s s e n t i a l i n every comprehensive planning r e p o r t p u b l i s h ­

ed during the l a s t 10 y e a r s , with the exception of the one a b o r t i v e 

review by the NCTA i n 1962. The c u r r e n t b u i l d i n g boom i n Rosslyn 

i s evident to even the most c a s u a l observer. Key Bridge and Chain 

Bridge t r a f f i c c a p a c i t i e s are overtaxed d a i l y . T r a f f i c on the 

Roosevelt Bridge i n c r e a s e d 32 per cent i n 1966 over 1965. 

The Three S i s t e r s Bridge i s the only p r a c t i c a l means at hand 

whereby the Georgetown Waterfront can be r e h a b i l i t a t e d , Without the 

bridge, there can be no Potomac R i v e r Freeway along the Potomac on 

the Maryland s i d e . 

And very important, the Three S i s t e r s Bridge w i l l provide the 

f a s t a c c e s s to Route 66 and the D u l l e s A i r p o r t Access Road needed to 

get that "white elephant" operating properly and to take some of the 

o o j e c t i o n a b l e j e t t r a f f i c away from Washington National A i r p o r t . 

Route 66 coming i n through A r l i n g t o n , as planned, w i l l be a 

d i v i d e d 8-lane freeway. The Roosevelt Bridge i s a 6-lane bridge 

and i s r e s t r i c t e d to passenger v e h i c l e s . Thus, we have an 8-lane 
-4_ 
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freeway, c a r r y i n g both passenger and t r u c k t r a f f i c , l e a d i n g i n t o a 

6-lane bridge which p r o h i b i t s truck t r a f f i c and which i n c r e a s e d i t s 

t r a f f i c count by 32 per cent i n one year. 

How then, can anyone l o g i c a l l y r e j e c t the need f o r another 

Potomac R i v e r Bridge at the Three S i s t e r s I s l a n d c r o s s i n g ? Unless 

i t i s b u i l t , there w i l l be a t r a f f i c jam of c o l o s s a l dimensions at 

the approaches to the Roosevelt Memorial Bridge and truck t r a f f i c 

w i l l be o b l i g e d to t r a v e l out of i t s way 2\ m i l e s to c r o s s the 14th 

S t r e e t Bridge, 

2. The North C e n t r a l Freeway. The most r e c e n t p l a n by the 

D. C, Highway Department i n c l u d e s a number of important improvements 

over previous schemes. 

I t does not contemplate b u l l d o z i n g of a new c o r r i d o r . I t 

would i n s t e a d c o n s o l i d a t e the e x i s t i n g Baltimore and Ohio r a i l r o a d , 

the proposed r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e , and the highway i n t o one t r a f f i c 

a r t e r y to minimize d i s r u p t i o n . Only one s t r e t c h of the road would 

have eigh t l a n e s . The road would a l s o be sunken or at s u r f a c e l e v e l 

r a t h e r than e l e v a t e d . 

C o n s o l i d a t i o n with the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s w i l l make p o s s i b l e a 

bypass, r a t h e r than a s p l i t , of Takoma Park, I t w i l l a l s o reduce 

the displacement of people by one-half. Many of these f a m i l i e s and 

more coul d be accommodated i n new housing over the freeway, with the 

use of a i r s p a c e . 

The new concept would help r a t h e r than compete with r a p i d 

t r a n s i t . The freeway interchanges would c o i n c i d e with r a p i d t r a n s ­

i t s t a t i o n s , a l l o w i n g c o o r d i n a t i o n for parking garages. 

At the present time, a l l t r a f f i c o r i g i n a t i n g or p a s s i n g 

through the North-Central c o r r i d o r and d e s t i n e d to or through down­

town Washington must use e i t h e r 16th, 13th or North C a p i t o l s t r e e t s , 
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or Georgia Avenue, a l l h e a v i l y congested. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n of the North-Central Freeway would make the 

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t s of Washington and S i l v e r Spring more a c c e s s i b l e 

to patrons of the r a p i d l y growing suburban are a s , and would thus 

timulate the b u s i n e s s of both r e t a i l and n o n - r e t a i l establishments. 

We must remember that a freeway runs two d i r e c t i o n s — r e s i d e n t s from 

w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t can go i n t o the suburbs to shop j u s t as e a s i l y 

as commuters can use the freeway to come i n t o the D i s t r i c t to work. 

I t seems to us t h i s point i s often overlooked. Too often, members 

of the Planning Commission have looked upon freeways as mere commuter 

routes i n t o Washington which serve no other purpose than to c l o g the 

c i t y s t r e e t s with c a r s during the day. Freeways are for everyone--

businessmen, people l e a v i n g the c i t y , Washington Senators and Red­

s k i n s fans, and t o u r i s t s , not j u s t commuters. 

3. E a s t Leg of the Inner Loop. T h i s freeway has been r e ­

designed so that a f u l l interchange w i l l be provided at the Maryland 

Avenue entrance to the National Arboretum, g i v i n g everyone a c c e s s 

to t h i s present h a r d - t o - f i n d but e x c e l l e n t e x h i b i t . The Arboretum 

i s w i l l i n g to l e t the D i s t r i c t use a s l i c e of i t s land so the f r e e ­

way may bend s l i g h t l y to the north, missing the homes of some 400 

f a m i l i e s . 

The proposed route for the E a s t Leg w i l l r e s u l t i n a d i s ­

placement of only 350 f a m i l i e s , a marked r e d u c t i o n from that of 

e a r l i e r designs. The freeway w i l l tunnel between Bladensburg Road 

and West V i r g i n i a Avenue, N. E., avoiding the Ruth K. Webb Elemen-

cary School, T r i n i d a d Playground and p a r t s of Mt. O l i v e t Cemetery. 

Access to D. C. Stadium and the E a s t C a p i t a l S t r e e t Bridge 

w i l l provide major r e l i e f f o r r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods i n t h i s 
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a r e a which now experience r e g u l a r weekend t r a f f i c jams due to b a s e b a l l , 

f o o t b a l l , a.nd most r e c e n t l y , soccer games, not to mention the easy 

a c c e s s f o r fans of these s p o r t i n g events. The freeway w i l l a l s o provide 

g r e a t e r s e r v i c e to the r e c r e a t i o n a l requirements of the c i t y than any 

ot( ? p o r t i o n of the freeway system, g i v i n g a c c e s s to parks along the 

Anacostia R i v e r . 

The Inner Loop, when completed i n i t s e n t i r e t y , w i l l be as 

v i t a l a l i n k around the downtown area and as much a n e c e s s i t y as the 

C a p i t a l Beltway has proved to be. 

More than 50 per cent of a l l t r a f f i c w i t h i n the c e n t r a l area 

has n e i t h e r an o r i g i n nor a d e s t i n a t i o n i n s i d e the Inner Loop area. 

From an o v e r a l l view, o b j e c t i o n s to the freeway po r t i o n of the 

Plan before us are g e n e r a l l y worded to the e f f e c t t h at congestion i s 

b u i l t i n t o the proposed highway b u i l d i n g program,, that we w i l l never 

be able to keep up with t r a f f i c demands a t commuter peak pe r i o d s . I 

would l i k e to submit as p a r t of t h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n a copy of our most 

recent Commuter Time Te s t Study. I t i s evident that d e s p i t e a 40 

per cent average i n c r e a s e i n t r a f f i c i n the past 10 y e a r s , i t takes no 

longer to d r i v e to work now than i t did 10 years ago, with s e v e r a l 

noteable exceptions, i n c l u d i n g S h i r l e y Highway where present con­

s t r u c t i o n prevented a f a i r comparison. 

The D. C. D i v i s i o n , American Automobile A s s o c i a t i o n endorses 

the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Plan, except the parking recommend-

i t i o n s , as the bare minimum which should be c o n s t r u c t e d . Anything 

l e s s than what i s i n c l u d e d here would reduce the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the 

en..re system and b r i n g chaos to the c i t y . 

The freeway system fo r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s one e n t i t y . 

ifou cannot d e l e t e s e c t i o n s of i t and expect i t to work. 
• E s t a b l i s h i n g a numerical l i m i t on p arking spaces i s i l l - a d v i s e d 

because most p r o j e c t i o n s of motor v e h i c l e s have been found to be 
extremely low. 



The D i s t r i c t ranks 49th i n o b l i g a t i o n of a v a i l a b l e highway 

funds with only 25 per cent of i t s I n t e r s t a t e mileage completed. 

We w i l l soon have a backlog of more than $200 m i l l i o n i n a v a i l ­

a b l e funds. 

We have the funds,we have the d e s i r e , the great m a j o r i t y 

of r e s i d e n t s want a good network of freeways. I t i s time to 

stop t a l k i n g and s t a r t b u i l d i n g . 

8-
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AAA ENDORSES PLAN NO. 2 
* At public hearings held late 
A C T I O N i n November, representatives 

of the District of Columbia 
and the Northern Virginia AAA Ad­
visory Boards testified as to the motor­
ic " organization's preference and posi-
[ on the need for and the location 
ot the proposed new Potomac River 
bridge, to be located somewhere up­
stream from Key Bridge. 

The AAA approves the proposal to 
build another bridge in location I I , 
running across at the general area of 
the midstream rocks called the Three 
Sisters. 

Renah F. Camalier, Chairman of 
the D. C. Board and a former D. C. 
Commissioner, said: 

"This bridge is absolutely essential 
to prevent intolerable traffic conges­
tion in the area of Rosslyn on the 
Virginia shore and on Key Bridge and 
M Street in Georgetown. . . . Forecasts 
for the year 19S5 indicate that traffic 
demand will be more than double the 
capacity of Key Bridge. . . . Without 
the bridge, traffic congestion will mul­
tiply and traffic accidents and fatali­
ties will increase." 

Mr. Camalier cited a report by the 
White House-appointed Policy Ad­
visory Committee as well as the re­
corded opinions of highway and gov­
ernment officials in the District and 
in Virginia, as source of the AAA's 
decision. 

". . . We submit," he said, "that this 
galaxy of outstanding authorities is 
far more convincing in stating that an 
additional bridge is needed than are 
the views of persons who are banded 
together to oppose any and all bridges 
because of selfish interests." 

"It is our contention that the bridge 
is needed NOW," Mr. Camalier told 
the hearing. "It took 12 years to get 
authority to construct the Theodore 
Roosevelt Bridge, and four years to 
build it—a total of 16 years. We should 
start immediately on the construction 
of this additional bridge. 

"We have funds to build the bridge. 
Congress has appropriated $6 million 
for this purpose. It is important there­
fore that the question of location be 
decided immediately so that the pro­
gram of construction can commence 
without further delay." 

A M E R I C A N M O T O R I S T 

Speaking for the Northern Virginia 
AAA Advisory Board was the chair­
man of its highway Committee, W. P. 
Ames, Jr. 

The Virginia body also supported 
the recommendations that a new 
bridge be built, and that it be built 
on the location of Plan I I , Three Sis­
ters, he said. 

"Plan I I offers the best solution for 
the handling of the traffic eastbound 
on Route 266," Mr. Ames said. "Plan 
I I will do the least damage to resi­
dences in the area through which it 
passes and at the same time will result 
in a minimum of disfiguration to the 
majestic beauty of the Palisades. 

"It has been estimated that between 
1955 and 19S0 there will be a 100 per 
cent increase in the volume of traffic 
crossing the Potomac River bridges 
between Chain Bridge and the Arling­
ton Memorial Bridge. With a 10-lane 
freeway (Route 1-66) coming into Ar­
lington County from the west, if a new 
river crossing is not provided in the 
area where this highway approaches 
the river, the traffic congestion which 
will result will be intolerable. . . . The 
citizens of Arlington County should 
realize that this additional river cross­
ing is absolutely essential to retain the 
fine residential character of their com­
munity," Mr. Ames pointed out. 

Mr. Ames reiterated the AAA's sup­
port of a "balanced transportation 
system," consisting of rapid rail transit 
as well as freeways. 

As this issue goes to press, the com­
munity awaits the decisions of the 
authorities in this vital matter. 

AAA N O T O P P O S E D 
TO M A S S T R A N S I T 

The following statement of posi­
tion first appeared in the April, 
1961, issue of American Motorist. It 
still exactly delineates the A A A ' s 
policy in regard to the Washington 
Metropolitan Area transit plans: 

The American Motorist fre­
quently publishes articles promot­
ing better highways. This occasion­
ally results in complaints that the 
A A A opposes mass transit. This is 
N O T true. A A A Advisory Boards 
representing the District of Colum­
bia, Suburban Maryland and North­
ern Virginia have gone on record 
favoring a transportation plan for 
the National Capital Region em­
bracing: 

1. A network of freeways and 
bridges with adequate parking fa­
cilities. 

2. A system of express bus routes 
utilizing freeways. 

3. A system of rapid rail transit 
lines. 

Phony Bridge Issue 
The AAA wholeheartedly agrees with the Washington Star, which, in 

its editorial page of November 28, had the following comment on the 
bridge hearings, then in progress: 

"The specific purpose of the recent Potomac bridge hearing was to 
determine the best location for a necessary new river crossing in the 
Rosslyn area. But you would never know it from the testimony. 

"For several small but well-organized groups successfully diverted 
attention from the matter at hand to a thoroughly fallacious alternative. 
Forget the bridge, they said, until a regional rail transit system is built 
and fully in operation. Then see if the bridge is needed. 

"This argument fails first because of clear evidence which already has 
demonstrated the need for the bridge. It is not merely another way to 
cross the Potomac. Without it, the carefully-planned freeway systems in 
both Virginia and the District cannot possibly function effectively. Nor 
does the case for the new bridge assume the absence of a transit system. 
To the contrary, the relatively conservative forecasts of traffic which will 
use the new bridge are based on a firm assumption that the transit system 
will be built—and that only through a balanced combination of freeways 
and transit can the massive traffic volumes predictable in the future be 
handled at all. 

"Only a couple of years ago, a similar attack on Washington freeways 
was led by Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe, the chairman of the National Capital 
Planning Commission, and by the District Democratic Central Committee. 
That move also was supported by those who believed that a freeway 
slowdown might advance the transit system. It didn't. It touched off a feud 
between highway and transit advocates which brought both programs 
to a virtual halt. On that occasion, White House intervention was re­
quired to restore the sensible concept of a balanced transportation ap­
proach—including, incidentally, the new Potomac bridge. 

"Now Mrs. Rowe and her friends, by their latest irrational attacks, are 
recklessly threatening once again to reopen the same old wounds. If they 
have any real concern for the transit program, they should stop before it 
is too late. And if they fail to do so voluntarily, the White House should 
again step in and stop them." 



A SHOVEL with 
which to help dig 
D. C.'s proponed 
subway system 
was presented to 
NCTA Administrator 
Walter ]. McCarter 
by D.C. AAA 
Advisory Board 
Chairmen Renah F. 
Camalier, at a recent 
joint meeting 
of the boards. 

AAA PRESENTS GOLDEN WHEELS, 
FOUR-FOOT SPADE 
A To demonstrate graphically 
ACTIION * n a t t n e American Automobile 

Association's D. C. Division is 
not at all opposed to rapid rail transit 
or the proposed downtown subway 
for the District of Columbia, the three 
area Advisory Boards of the AAA re­
cently presented to the new Admin­
istrator of the National Capital Trans­
portation Agency a four-foot spade, 
urging that he "start digging." 

The occasion was the June meeting 
of the Advisory Board at the May­
flower Hotel, at which the new Ad­
ministrator, Walter J . McCarter, made 
his first Washington appearance as 
a speaker. Presentation was made by 
D. C. Board Chairman Renah F . Cam­
alier, who said: 

ic AAA's position has been made 
very clear. We have been and arc 
strong in our support for a transporta­
tion system for the National Capital 
which embraces a network of free­
ways including adequate parking fa­
cilities, a system of express bus routes 
utilizing the freeways, and a system of 
rapid rail transit lines. 

"Mr. McCarter's reputation for hav­
ing effectually coordinated all phases 
of transportation in previous positions 
is a healthy indication that Washing­
ton can look forward to having some of 
our transportation problems solved," 
he declared. 

Mr. McCarter said, " I see absolutely 
no conflict between any of us." 

As an example of what he had 
found over years of practical experi­
ence in the urban transportation field, 
he cited the development of the Skokie 
Swift while he was head of the Chi­
cago Transit Authority. The Skokie 
Swift is a five-mile feeder line from 
Skokie, I I I , to the Chicago transit sys­
tem designed to provide fast service, 
combined with the best rolling stock 
and a large parking facility at the 
Skokie terminal. Daily passenger totals 
rose from about 1,000 per day to S,000 
per day in short order, Mr. McCarter 
testified. The autos that drove to the 
station filled the lot and the Skokie 
police had to rush around and take 
down "No Parking" signs from adja­
cent streets, to take care of the over-

Sow, he said. 
"We must give the people a cho'ce 

of transportation," he said. Good pub-
he transportation can do a great deal 
to relieve overburdened surface streets 
and radial freeways. 

While A great many people on the 
experimental Skokie Swift parked 
their cars in the station lot at 25 cents 
a day and rode the Chicago transit 
vehicles into town, Mr. McCarter said, 
they found that a number of short-
time parking spaces would be used by 
"kiss and ride" patrons. 

These passengers were men whose 
wives drove them to the station to 
catch the train to town, and then had 
the car to themselves during the day. 

Chicago found that a surprising 
number of these "kiss and ride" pas­
sengers were women. They found that 
the husbands would drive the wives 
to the rail line to go into town for 
work in an office, and then use the 
car for their own business, such as 
reaching outlying factories. 

The Chicago experience included 
the revelation that a number of people 
using the transit system were not just 
going into the center of Chicago, but 
on and out the other side, to work. 
This reminded Mr. McCarter s listen­
ers of Washington, where a surprising 
number of commuters have been 
found to work on the far side of the 
Metropolitan Area from where they 
live. The NCTA chief said that in 
some cases the company at the other 
end of the line met this challenge by 
providing A station wagon or bus at 
the destination terminal to take its 
employes to the plant. 

Mr. Camalier hailed the appoint­
ment of Walter J . McCarter as har­
binger of the solution of the traffic 
jam growing on area highways and 
streets. 
G O L D E N W H E E L A W A R D S 
P R E S E N T E D A R E A C I T I Z E N S 

A new award "for community serv­
ice," the Golden Wheel Award, has 
been presented to three area citizens 
by the D. C. Division, AAA. 

For her many years and hard work 
in the field of driver education, the 
first Golden Wheel Award was pre­
sented to Mrs. Cissie Gieda, head of 
the Department of Driver Education 
at Montgomery-Blair High School in 
Silver Soring. In addition to her con-

XT O 

stant campaigning for extended and 
improved high school driver education 
in Maryland, Mrs. Gieda has provided 
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AAA ANNOUNCES COMMUTER TIME TEST RESULTS 

While t r a f f i c e n t e r i n g and le a v i n g the D i s t r i c t of Columbia has 

i n c r e a s e d almost 40 per cent the past 10 y e a r s , normal d r i v i n g times 

for area commuters during the rush hours have remained v i r t u a l l y the 

same, and i n some cases improved, according to a survey by the American 

Automobile A s s o c i a t i o n ' s D. C. D i v i s i o n . 

The l a t e s t i n a s e r i e s of "Commuter Time T e s t s " was conducted 

r e c e n t l y by AAA employees during morning and evening rush hours on 15 

key commuter routes i n t o the D i s t r i c t . The t e s t s were conducted from 

as f a r out as 15 m i l e s , on dry pavement, and under normal rush hour 

c o n d i t i o n s , corresponding with the 1957 AAA survey. (See map, a t t a c h ­

ments .) 

R e s u l t s of the 1967 survey showed that i n general, V i r g i n i a and 

Montgomery County r e s i d e n t s are b e t t e r o f f time-wise than t h e i r commuter 

counterparts i n P r i n c e Georges County. 

S e v e r a l exceptions were noted, however: 

S h i r l e y Highway i n V i r g i n i a continues to be one of the most crowded 

highways i n the United S t a t e s . I t took the AAA t e s t d r i v e r f i v e more 

minutes inbound than i n 1957 and seven minutes more outbound, and 

t r a f f i c was l i g h t e r than u s u a l on that day. 
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2-2-2 time t e s t r e l e a s e 

The Lee Highway route outbound from the D i s t r i c t took longer than 

i n 1957 due to i n c r e a s e d congestion on the Whitehurst Freeway. Once 

past that p o i n t , t r a f f i c moved f a s t e r than i n 1957, the t e s t d r i v e r 

reported. 

Much improved over 1957 was the A r l i n g t o n Boulevard route, which 

took as much as s i x minutes l e s s to d r i v e i n 1967 due to widening and 

t r a f f i c c o n t r o l improvements. 

Montgomery County t r a f f i c c o n d i t i o n s were g e n e r a l l y improved 

over the 1957 t e s t . From the R i v e r Road route, the t e s t d r i v e r t h i s 

year used the Cabin John Bridge to the George Washington Parkway, then 

on to the Roosevelt Bridge, s a v i n g nine minutes inbound from the old 

Massachusetts Avenue route, used i n 1957, and seven minutes outbound. 

From Norbeck v i a Georgia Avenue and 16th S t r e e t , the t e s t d r i v e r 

took four minutes l e s s both inbound and outbound than the 1957 d r i v e r , 

due to the widening of Georgia Avenue from two to s i x l a n e s , and the 

r o u t i n g of 16th S t r e e t around downtown S i l v e r Spring. 

From R o c k v i l l e v i a R o c k v i l l e Pike, Bradley Lane and Connecticut 

Avenue, the 1967 t e s t d r i v e r encountered 65 t r a f f i c s i g n a l s , 42 of 

which were on green when approached. The d r i v e r was forced to stop a t 

19 red l i g h t s , two of which r e q u i r e d two c y c l e s to pass through, and 

two more r e q u i r e d three c y c l e s . The 1967 t e s t time e q u a l l e d the time 

recorded on the 1957 survey. 

Inbound from B u r t o n s v i l l e , d e s p i t e a tremendous i n c r e a s e i n t r a f f i c , 

the widening of almost a l l of New Hampshire Avenue has i n c r e a s e d the 

speed and c a p a c i t y of t r a f f i c to the point that i t took the 1967 t e s t 

d r i v e r only one minute more than the 1957 d r i v e r . Outbound, i t took 

four minutes l e s s i n 1967 than i n 1957. 

-MORE-
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3-3-3 time t e s t r e l e a s e 

P r i n c e Georges County m o t o r i s t s apparently f a r e worse, e s p e c i a l l y 

on the I n d i a n Head Highway and E a s t C a p i t o l s t r e e t r o u t e s . I t took 

tad t e s t d r i v e r e i g h t minutes more i n 1967 than i n 1957 on the I n d i a n 

Head highway route and t r a f f i c was l i g h t e r than u s u a l . On the E a s t 

C a p i t o l s t r e e t route, the t e s t d r i v e r l e f t home at 6:15 a.m. but i t 

s t i l l took f i v e minutes more i n 1967 than i t did i n 1957. 

The t e s t runs again prove the value of the highway b u i l d i n g program 

i n the D i s t r i c t and surrounding area, Norman Weiss, Manager of the D. C. 

D i v i s i o n , s a i d . 

"The f a c t t h at we were able to make our runs to and from work i n 

j u s t about the same times as 10 years ago, while t o t a l t r a f f i c has 

g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d , proves that we are keeping up with the demand t r a f f i c 

i s making on our highway program," he s a i d . 

-MORE-



ROUTE INBOUND 
1957 

(Time i n minutes) 
1967 

OUTBOUND 
1957 

(Time i n minutes) 
1967 

R i v e r Road v i a 
Mass. Ave. 

41 32 (9 l e s s ) 35 28 (7 l e s s ) 

k j k v i l l e ( v i a 
R o c k v i l l e P i k e , 
Bradley Lane St 
Conn. Ave. 

50 50 (same) 49 48 (1 l e s s ) 

Norbeck ( v i a 
Georgia Avenue, 
16th S t r e e t 

48 44 (4 l e s s ) 52 48 (4 l e s s ) 

B u r t o n s v i l l e ( v i a 
U.S. 29 & New 
Hampshire Ave. 

44 45 (1 more) 54 50 (4 l e s s ) 

Greenbelt ( v i a 
BW Parkway NY 
Avenue) 

35 34 ( 1 l e s s ) 42 45 (3 more) 

John Hanson Hwy. 43 37 (6 l e s s ) 50 50 (same) 

E a s t C a p i t o l 32 37 (5 more) 45 33 (2 l e s s ) 

Marlboro-Rte. 4 38 42 (4 more) 46 43 (3 l e s s ) 

Indian Head Hwy. 39 40 ( 1 more) 42 50 (8 more) 

George Washington 
Pkwy. from Mt. 
Vernon ( T h i s route 
extends 10 m i l e s ) 

38 23 (15 l e s s ) 40 27 (13 l e s s ) 

S p r i n g f i e l d v i a 
S h i r l e y Hwy. 

35 40 (5 more) 30 37 (7 more) 

Annandale v i a Rte. 
236-& S h i r l e y Hwy. 

40 35 (5 l e s s ) 33 35 (2 more) 

A r l i n g t o n B l v d . 42 36 (6 l e s s ) 51 50 ( 1 l e s s ) 
Lee Highway 42 39 (3 l e s s ) 37 43 (6 more) 
Vienna-Rte 7 37 32 (5 l e s s 42 31 (11 l e s s ) 
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MR. SHEAR: Mr. Adolphe J . Edwards, President 

of the South Manor Neighborhood A s s o c i a t i o n . 

(Applause.) 

Who w i l l be followed by Mr. S. A. Abbott. 

STATEMENT OF: 

ADOLPHE J . EDWARDS, PRESIDENT, SOUTH MANOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

MR. ADOLPHE J . EDWARDS: Madam Chairman, Members 

of the Planning Commission: My name i s Adolphe J . Edwards 

and I appear here as President of the South Manor Neighbor­

hood A s s o c i a t i o n . 

We are g r a t e f u l f o r t h i s opportunity to o f f e r 

comments on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Proposed 

Comprehensive P l a n , although we f e e l that t h i s opportunity 

has come a b i t l a t e i n view of the progress already made 

toward the completion of the freeway system. 

I t i s somewhat i r o n i c , we t h i n k , that we are here 

tonight to consider the basic question of whether there should 

be a freeway or not. Yot some property has already been acquired 

f o r these freeways and construction has a c t u a l l y s t a r t e d i n 

some s e c t i o n s . 

This s i t u a t i o n leaves the good f a i t h of the Com­

mission open to serious question and causes us to wonder i f 

t h i s hearing i s only a mere f o r m a l i t y . Nonetheless, we f e e l 

t h a t belated or even i n s i n c e r e hearings arc bettor than no 
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Y j d l O hearings and again we are g r a t e f u l to the Commission f o r 

the opportunity to present our views. 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n i s , i n our judgment, 

the most important s i n g l e issue of the e n t i r e Comprehensive 

Plan and, unless the controversy i s s a t i s f a c t o r i l y resolved, 

we c a l l f o r the r e j e c t i o n of the e n t i r e plan. 

In p a r t i c u l a r , the highway and t r a n s i t element i s 

of v i t a l importance because i t w i l l determine whether the 

c i t y i s to. remain a s u i t a b l e place to l i v e or i s to become 

a mere way s t a t i o n f o r the commuter and the i n t e r s t a t e 

t r a v e l e r . 

The issue would bo more a c c u r a t e l y stated as 

highway or t r a n s i t because the choice must bo made and the 

outcome w i l l depend' upon which course wc f o l l o w . 

There i s widespread disagreement on t h i s subject 

and wo would l i k e to present our viewpoint and s t a t e the f a c t s 

that compel us to take the stand we do. 

WG arc unequivocally opposed to the b u i l d i n g of 

any more freeways i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

(Applause and cheers.) 

And f u r t h e r , WG suggest that serious thought be 

given to the p o s s i b i l i t y of removing some of the e x i s t i n g 

froeways. 

(Applause.) 

So t h i s land could be freed f o r more productive 
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r i 7 j d l l uses. 

Some of the f a c t s that caused us to take t h i s 

p o s i t i o n a r c : 

Number One - The proposed freeway system would be 

i n j u r i o u s to the f i n a n c i a l wellbeing of the D i s t r i c t . The 

land area of the D i s t r i c t i s f i x e d so the most ju d i c i o u s 

use must bo made of every a v a i l a b l e a c r e . 

Roughly 30 per cent of the land area i s c u r r e n t l y 

devoted to s t r e e t s , highways and associated f a c i l i t i e s . 

Another 35 per cent i s tax-exempt. With such a narrow tax 

base, i s thoro any wonder that the D i s t r i c t i s i n such d i r e 

f i n a n c i a l s t r a i t s ? 

The proposed freeway system, i f i t wore b u i l t , 

would f u r t h e r diminish t h i s already inadequate tax base. The 

proposed North C e n t r a l Freeway alone would eliminate a largo 

number of small businesses and over 4,000 jobs. 

The increased number of cars coming into the c i t y 

as a r e s u l t of more freeways would require a d d i t i o n a l parking 

f a c i l i t i e s . Thus, high-employee, high-tax-revenuc-producing 

businesses i n the downtown area would have to give way to 

low-employee, low-tax-revonuo-producing parking f a c i l i t i e s . 

A l l things considered, WG simply cannot a f f o r d 

t h i s freeway system and the reduction i n tax revenues that 

i t could cause. 

Number Two - Housing. Housing i s the most important 
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.07,10112 clement of any community and, i n our case, i t would s u f f e r 

g r e a t l y as a r e s u l t of t h i s freeway program. Largescale 

displacement of people, mostly the poor, would r e s u l t with 

no hope of those people over being able to f i n d comparable 

housing. 

Many neighborhoods that.are presently'stable-and 

d e s i r a b l e would d e t e r i o r a t e because of proximity to the 

freeway, thus adding to the problem of urban b l i g h t . The 

l o s s of valuable park land and open spaces would make the 

c i t y g e n e r a l l y a l e s s d e s i r a b l e place to l i v e , thus encour­

aging the more a f f l u e n t members of the community to seek 

homes elsewhere. 

I n s h o r t , the r e s i d e n t i a l c haracter of the c i t y 

would be s e v e r e l y damaged and the D i s t r i c t would no longer 

be a t t r a c t i v e to p o t e n t i a l r e s i d e n t s . 

Number Three - Highways cannot solve the t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n problem while mass t r a n s i t can. During commuting 

hours the average c a r c a r r i e s 1 .6 persons while consuming 

800 square f e e t of roadway space. A D. C. T r a n s i t Bus, 

f o r example, can c a r r y up to 76 persons while consuming 

only 1100 square f e e t of roadway space. Thus the bus i s 

30-odd times more e f f i c i e n t as a passenger c a r r i e r . A subway 

i s up to 40 times more e f f i c i e n t than an automobile, accord­

ing to the w e l l known t r a n s p o r t a t i o n expert James Nathan 

M i l l e r but, more importantly, i t doesn't consume any roadway 
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i . / J d 13 space. F u r t h e r , a subway has the inherent capacity f o r 

expansion without a d d i t i o n a l construction simply by adding 

more c a r s . 

T8 I t has been estimated that the e n t i r e population 

of Manhattan New York could bo evacuated i n l e s s than one 

hour by t h e i r subway system alone, without reaching the 

choke-off point. From our own experiences, we know that 

freeways are e a s i l y c h o k e d o f f and during inclement weather 

they can 't even handle the t r a f f i c f o r which they were designed. 

Well, the highway proponents w i l l i n v a r i a b l y c a l l f o r 

balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , a term they never bother to define„ 

Balanced to us means a roughly --

(Applause.) 

Balance to us means roughly equal portions of the 

two systems. The trend i n recent y e a r s , however, has been 

toward imbalance, h e a v i l y weighted i n f a v o r of highways. 

In 1950, f o r example, the C a p i t a l T r a n s i t Company 

transported almost 400 m i l l i o n passengers while today the 

y e a r l y volume i s only s l i g h t l y over 100 m i l l i o n . 

Approximately 70 per cent of the commuter t r a f f i c 

today i n t o the D i s t r i c t i s by privr.te automobile. At present 

over one m i l l i o n cars cross the D i s t r i c t Lino on the average 

week day and, i f population f o r e c a s t s hold true and t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n habits are allowed to remain as they a r e , we can 

expect t h i s volume to increase to 1.5 m i l l i o n by 1985 and 2.5 
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dl4 m i l l i o n by the year 2000. What w i l l be the s o l u t i o n then, 

more and more freeways? I t should be abundantly --

(Laughter and applause.) 

I t should be abundantly c l e a r that t h i s soon w i l l 

become a p h y s i c a l i m p o s s i b i l i t y because of the r e s t r i c t e d 

land area of the D i s t r i c t . So we should begin i n v e s t i g a t i n g 

a l l of the so l u t i o n s now. 

We would l i k e to introduce a new concept; namely, 

unbalanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n --

(Laughter.) 

-- and we recommend i t --

(Applause.) 

-- and we recommend i t to you as the only workable 

s o l u t i o n to the area's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems. 

Under t h i s plan mass t r a n s i t would be the p r i n c i p a l 

c a r r i e r i n our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and the p r i v a t e auto­

mobile would become a minor supplement thereto. 

(Applause.) 

We fa v o r a system i n which a t l e a s t 80 per cent 

of the passenger t r i p s would be made by mass t r a n s i t f a c i l ­

i t i e s . These should be i n the form of both busses and 

subways. To bring about t h i s change, i t w i l l be necessary 

to b u i l d more f r i n g e parking f a c i l i t i e s from which express 

busses would be routed to the business areas and to s t a r t 

c onstruction on an extensive subway system immediately. 
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The b u i l d i n g of any new highways simply encourages 

more people to use t h e i r cars and, thus, would lessen the 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s of t h i s plan. 

As the population of the area i n c r e a s e s , mass 

t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s should be expanded u n t i l 90 per cent or 

even 95 per cent of the passenger t r i p s could be included. 

For a c i t y w i t h f i x e d boundaries, a system of t h i s type i s 

the only one that holds any promise of success. 

Well, we stand now a t the threshold of a v i t a l l y 

important undertaking and the a l t e r n a t i v e s are unmistakably 

c l e a r . W i l l the D i s t r i c t continue to l i v e as a growing, 

healthy community s u i t a b l e f o r f a m i l y l i f e or w i l l i t become 

-- or w i l l i t be s a c r i f i c e d to the shortsighted s e l f - i n t e r e s t 

groups and become a wasteland of m u l t i - l a n e highways and 

parking l o t s ? 

(Applause.) 

Members of the Planning Commission, the d e c i s i o n 

i s yours and apparently i t i s yours alone. We hope that 

your v e r d i c t w i l l be i n the best i n t e r e s t of the D i s t r i c t 

and her people. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

STATEMENT OF: 

SAMMIE ABDULLAH ABBOTT, EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ON THE 
TRANSPORTA TION C R I S I S 
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(Mr. Abbott approached the podium.) 

(Standing ovation.) 

MR. SAMUEL ABDULLAH ABBOTT: Thank you, f e l l o w 

s o l d i e r s i n t h i s d e c i s i v e b a t t l e to save our homes and 

community and Nation's C a p i t a l . 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: W i l l you announce your name — 

MR. ABBOTT: Yes, I s h a l l . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: -- f o r the record. 

Thank you. 

(Laughter.) 

MR. ABBOTT: Madam Chairman, Members and Al t e r n a t e s 

and v i s i t o r s , absentee governmental o f f i c i a l s . Welcome 

tonight. 

My name i s Sam Abott, ex-member of the T r i p l e - A s . 

(Laughter and applause.) 

And p u b l i c i t y d i r e c t o r f o r the Emergency Committee 

on the Transportation C r i s i s , a year-old group coordinating 

the e f f o r t s of a l l of the major organizations i n the c i t y 

and metropolitan a r e a . 

Tonight we have something new i n procedural r u l e s 

and, i f we allow' i t to go through, we then are g u i l t y 

of c i t y planning by eggtimer. 

(laughter and applause.) 

I do not propose to be l i m i t e d i n rny d i s c u s s i o n on 



49 

: o . l J p r o j e c t s which t o t a l i n the accumulative t o t a l on freeways 

by the year 1972 one b i l l i o n d o l l a r s , a subway system 

50C m i l l i o n and the r e s u l t a n t projects which, according to 

t h i s book d i s t r i b u t e d tonight, i n p r i v a t e and public p r o j e c t s 

t o t a l i n g some 5.2 b i l l i o n d o l l a r s , and they propose to put 

a l i m i t ? Not tonight. 

(Cheers and applause.) 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t ) This i s an ad that the c i t i z e n 

groups, mobilized by the Emergency Committee, put i n the 

newspaper. 

VOICES: We can't see i t . 

MR. ABBOTT: Put i n the newspaper on Monday i n 

the Post, the morning paper. I t cost us a thousand d o l l a r s 

of hard-earned money. The sig n a t u r e s , some 30 of them, 

s t a r t i n g w i t h the Democratic Party of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia, a l l the way down to Leonard School S e r v i c e s --

I ' l l bypass a couple of the l i q u o r stores --

(Laughter.) 

-- showed the wide support f o r the p o s i t i o n that 

i s going to be given here tonight and we address i t at the 

top to c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s : 

Walter Tobriner; 

John B. Duncan; 

B r i g a d i e r General Robert Mathe. 

Two are here, and I think that Commissioner Tobriner 
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•'^jdlS should be a t the t a b l e . 

(Applause.) 

I'd l i k e to know what you look l i k e , Commissioner, 

because you never attended a hearing before. Stand up. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding g a v e l ) . 

MR. ABBOTT: No, no, no. No, no. I f my remarks 

seem to be personal, they are meant to be, because p o l i c i e s , 

Mrs. Rowe — the f a c t s of l i f e are t h i s , p o l i c i e s do not 

grow out of the l o g i c of planners. They grow and are 

pursued and pushed and f o i s t e d by i n d i v i d u a l s and when those 

i n d i v i d u a l s become i d e n t i f i e d w i t h a p o l i c y , e i t h e r by 

promotion or by d e f a u l t , they have to stand here, i f we are 

American c i t i z e n s e x e r c i s i n g our r i g h t under the F i r s t 

Amendment. They have to stand up and be counted --

(Applause.) 

-- and tonight we are going to point our f i n g e r 

at you. 

(Applause.) 

S e c r e t a r y of the I n t e r i o r U d a l l , are you present? 

(No response.) 

We'll mark you absent. (Marking on c h a r t . ) 

(Laughter.) 

Senate and D i s t r i c t House Committee members were 

sent telegrams Monday night. We have heard from Senator 
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.3jdl9 Kennedy and Senator Morse and Senator Dominick, who sent 

us t h e i r best wishes and said that due to previous commit­

ments they could not attend. However, keep them informed. 

Representative B r o y h i l l sent h i s r e g r e t s . 

(Laughter.) 

P r e s i d e n t i a l Advisor Stephen P o l l a k , are you 

present? You received a telegram. We did not want to burden 

the President of the United States w i t h a l l h i s problems. 

We wanted you therefore to be here. 

Are you? 

(No response.) 

Absent. (Marking c h a r t . ) 

(Laughter.) 

Now, we know that two Commissioners are here. 

There i s one missing Commissioner and I want our Negro 

brothers i n the audience to sound out f o r him. C a l l h i s 

name out. 

VOICES: Duncan, Duncan, Duncan. 

MR. ABBOTT: And i n our testimony you w i l l see why 

we are i n such a lousy s t a t e i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

(Applause.) 

We are being, by people, who, f o r one reason or 

another, choose the r o l e of p o l i t i c a l eunichs --

(Applause.) 

Now, f o r Maryland. This i s an i n t e r s t a t e freeway. 
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CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Abbott, I don't want to 

take your time but, i f you want to t a l k about the issues --

MR. ABBOTT: These are the i s s u e s . 

(Whistles and applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: You, as w e l l as everyone e lse , 

are l i m i t e d to ten minutes. 

MR. ABBOTT: No, no, no. 

l a d i e s and gentlemen, t h i s i s an i n t e r s t a t e freeway 

that cannot be b u i l t i n the D i s t r i c t without Maryland 

b u i l d i n g i t . Where i s Mr. Addison and the State Roads 

Commissioner Wolf ? 

(No response.) 

Not here and they have not okayed the freeway 

i n Maryland and you cannot b u i l d i t here. 

Absent. (Marking c h a r t . ) 

(Applause.) 

I'm not going through the r e s t of the l i s t . 

We are going to make a t a l l y of i t . The people 

are going to know that when the stake of the c i t y i s being 

discussed, where are our leaders? Shame. 

(Applause.) 

In a l l of these manuals they put out to j u s t i f y 

the whole thing to b u i l d a l l these freeways and bridges, 

they have to have some reason, the need f o r i t . 

The Mass T r a n s i t Survey of 1959 ( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t ) . 
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9jd21 What a d i s c r e d i t e d document. We have been puncturing i t 

at meeting a f t e r meeting year a f t e r year and you s t i l l haven't 

been able to come up with a new report to j u s t i f y i t . 

You are o f f 1400 per cent and f i v e years I n 

p r e d i c t i n g the increases from Montgomery County into the 

D i s t r i c t . 

And then they s t i l l want to use those old d i s ­

c redited f i g u r e s . 

(Applause.) 

The peak hour i n the North C e n t r a l , the Northwest 

and the Northeast c o r r i d o r s was predicted j u s t f i v e years 

ahead. They weren't t a l k i n g about 1985> an increase of some 

22500 v e h i c l e s . 

What did the a c t u a l highway count f i g u r e s submitted 

and sent forward by Roads D i r e c t o r A i r i s show? 3*000 a c t u a l 

increase i n that f i v e - y e a r period. What an e r r o r . Everyone 

would f l u n k the c l a s s , i f they did t h e i r homework that way. 

(Applause.) 

And the peak hour -- the peak hour t r a f f i c on the 

North C e n t r a l predicted f o r an increase of 13,300 v e h i c l e s 

in that f i v e - y e a r period turned out to be a measly 1 ,700, 

Nov/, I ask you again: How can you j u s t i f y these 

freeways? You can't do i t . 

And I ' l l t e l l you why they can't, because t h i s map 

here ( e x h i b i t i n g c h a r t ) points out what "Wolf VonEckhardt has 
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. :"c122 sa i d i n the Post on s e v e r a l occasions and what every 

r e s i d e n t of the D i s t r i c t knows --

CHAIRMAN ROUE: Two minutes, Mr. Abbott. 

MR. ABBOTT: -- from outside of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia you have a bunch of spots. These spots represent 

the homes of the people i n the planning process such as 

Mr. A i r i s out here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

(Applause.) 

And you go a l l through there and you f i n d out 

they l i v e , those responsible a l l l i v e outside of the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia, a l l are white, and, t h e r e f o r e , --

(Applause.) 

-- t h e r e f o r e , when we say that these are white 

men's roads through black men's homes, they don't know what 

i t means. 

(Applause.) 

And when we say that a Planning Commission led 

l i k e that comes up with one l i b r a r y f o r every 19 ,OCOcitizens 

west of Rock Creek Park and comes up with one l i b r a r y f o r 

54,000 c i t i z e n s east of Rock Creek Park, you know what I'm 

t a l k i n g about. 

(Cheers and applause.) 

Now, t h i s i s the Maryland Plan which the Commission 

and the D i s t r i c t i s e v i d e n t l y o b l i v i o u s or ignorant c f . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Abbott, I'm s o r r y . 
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•9 jd23 (A chorus of groans .) 

MR. ABBOTT: Oh, no. 

CHAIRMAN ROUE: I'm s o r r y , your time i s up. 

MR. ABBOTT: Oh, no. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: These are the r u l e s . 

MR. ABBOTT: The r u l e s are the r u l e s of the people 

tonight. 

(Cheers and applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I f you have --

MR. ABBOTT: No, no. Mrs. Rowe, Mrs. Rowe i s a 

nice lady — 

(Applause.) 

-- but today we are going to speak. 

(Continued applause.) 

I am t a l k i n g u n t i l we get dragged out of here. 

Nov;, Mrs. Rowe i s a v a l i a n t woman but she doesn't 

have the punch to deal with these people that have been 

f i g h t i n g the c i t i z e n s . 

A VOICE: Let our Chairman speak. 

(Applause.) 

MR. ABBOTT: The North C e n t r a l Freeway, you know 

how many cars i s predicted to be coming down there i n the 

year 1985. 

VOICES: Time. 

MR. ABBOTT: This i s 40,000 c a r s . 
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'9jd24 CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Abbott, t h i s time --

MR. ABBOTT: No, no. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: -- i f you have m a t e r i a l , you can 

submit i t f o r the w r i t t e n record (pounding gavel to re s t o r e 

o r d e r ) . Or someone e l s e can present the m a t e r i a l . 

MR. ABBOTT: Nobody w i l l present my m a t e r i a l . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: You could put i t i n the record, 

Mr. Abbott. I'm s o r r y . 

MR. ABBOTT: I'm going to put i t f o r the people 

here. 

A VOICE: A point of order. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I'm s o r r y . Those are the r u l e s . 

MR. ABBOTT: Your r u l e s are l u d i c r o u s . 

A VOICE: Let him speak. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I'm so r r y you f e e l that way but 

they are the r u l e s of the meeting. 

MR. ABBOTT: No, we told you, Mrs. Rowe, at the 

meeting, you were warned i n Brookland w i t h Mr, Conrad present 

and Chairman Edwards, Dean Edwards, and a t the meeting a t 

Roosevelt High School, when you y o u r s e l f were present. 

We sai d we s h a l l not be l i m i t e d i n our presentation. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: We have many other people here 

tonight who have something to say, many of them who agree 

wit h you. 
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:9ic:25 CHAIRMAN ROWE: That astonishes me. 

(Laughter.) 

Mr. Abbott, f i n i s h i n one minute and be gracious 

about i t . 

." AE30TT: I am not gracious a t t h i s stage, no. 

VOICES: No. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Come on. 

MR. ABBOTT: This i s not — Look, t h i s i s not a 

tea party, Mrs. Rowe. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I don't think i t ' s a tea party. 

MR. ABBOTT: I t ' s a f i g h t f o r me. I t ' s my home. 

A VOICE: You can't take the f l o o r again. 

MR. ABBOTT: Please take your c h a i r so we can 

continue. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I'm s o r r y . 

SAME VOICE: I t ' s my time. 

(Chairman Rowe consulting w i t h S e c r e t a r y Shear.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Are there any members who are 

l i s t e d who would y i e l d t h e i r time to Mr. Abbott or a portion 

of t h e i r time? 

(Scattered applause.) 

W i l l you give the Sec r e t a r y your name. 

3 MR. PERRIER: I w i l l r e l i n q u i s h f i v e minutes of 

my t ime. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: A l l r i g h t . 
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-10jd26 VOICES: I ' l l r e l i n q u i s h f i v e minutes of my time. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I think that w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t . 

MR. ABBOTT: Now, look. There are plenty of them. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: F i v e minutes from Mr. F e r r i e r . 

MRS. HEUTTE: I w i l l r e l i n q u i s h f i v e minutes. 

Number 46. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Number 46 gives f i v e minutes and --

MR. WOOD: I r e l i n q u i s h f i v e minutes. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: A l l r i g h t . That's plenty, Mr. 

Abbott. You said you'd be through by now anyway. 

F i f t e e n more minutes. 

I t ' s not a tea party. 

(Applause.) 

MR. ABBOTT: Now, l a d i e s and gentlemen, I'm t a l k i n g 

to the audience too, at the Maryland Park and Planning 

Commission -- I don't think any of you people attended i t --

up i n Maryland f o r two days, the U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland, 

they produced t h i s monstrosity. 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

The a r t e r i e s , the blood l i f e and veins of the 

metropolitan area. They don't go into the D i s t r i c t , do they? 

But every one of these big red 19&5 t r a f f i c flow designations 

pours into the D i s t r i c t and what do they show? 

That the North C e n t r a l Freeway, which one of the 

gentlemen preceding me, I think i t was Mr. Wirth or Lashley 
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.Ojd27 said was necessary, the North C e n t r a l Freeway, you know 

what i t shows? 40 ,000 c a r s . That's a l l they can motivate 

coming o f f the Beltway to j u s t i f y the North C e n t r a l Freeway. 

40 ,000. I didn't draw t h i s . 

A VOICE: 40,000? 

MR. ABBOTT: A day, that ' s a l l . 

Now, coming down here the road they don't t a l k 

about, 1-95> the Maine to F l o r i d a truckroute. You know 

what i t w i l l pour into the North C e n t r a l Freeway where i t 

h i t s i t a t G a l l a t i n S t r e e t ? 200,000 trucks and cars a day. 

That's i t . 

And they haven't had one hearing on 1-95 and when 

I asked the Planning Commission l a s t summer, and I think 

i t was Mr. Wirth that took my question up and asked the 

Highway Department about that road, they promised to come up 

with the f i g u r e s on a breakdown of truck t r a f f i c . They have 

to t h i s day not mentioned i t because they know that those 

hundreds and thousands of trucks coming down from Maine to 

F l o r i d a w i l l pass down through Riggs, Adelphi, not stop a t 

the Beltway and go around, because already, without t h i s 

monstrosity being approved, they are already b u i l d i n g an 

overpass above the Beltway. 

Who authorized that building? 

(Applause.) 

So those trucks come down there , 200,000, and they 
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are going to go not around the c i t y but in t o i t and what 

kind of t r a v e s t y i s i t when the Park S e r v i c e keeps o f f 

the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, where no people l i v e , 

and then throws t h e i r vote i n a s e l l - o u t deal to bring those 

trucks r i g h t through the areas where the people l i v e ? 

(Applause.) 

What these people don't t e l l you and what the f a c t s 

of l i f e have proved i s that 65 per cent of the re s i d e n t s of 

Montgomery County now work i n the county and do not need the 

a r t e r i a l roads into the D i s t r i c t . The demand i s not f o r the 

roads and i t ' s about time you re v i s e d the bas i s f o r your 

f i g u r i n g . 

(Applause.) 

( E x h i b i t i n g new c h a r t . ) 

I have gone about through 1-951 except to mention 

one t h i n g . I received a b e a u t i f u l brochure from t h i s new 

s a t e l l i t e town c a l l e d Columbia. Oh, boy, the home of the 

f u t u r e . And you know what they do to s e l l that c i t y which i s 

h a l f way between Baltimore and Washington? 

They have a t r a f f i c map and they brag about coming 

down 1-95 at I n t e r s t a t e Highway speeds so that they can get 

into the center of Washington i n 30 minutes. 

And what kind of j u s t i c e i s i t f o r everybody that 

l i v e s between here and Columbia to be the guinea pigs, to have 

no s e c u r i t y i n t h e i r homes and t h e i r property i n t h e i r 
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)%2S communities, i f we are to be shoved aside and bulldozed 

under f o r the b e n e f i t of these s o - c a l l e d s a t e l l i t e , new 

and modern towns? 

(Applause.) 

The Federal C i t y Council, which was mentioned 

here, oh, yes, you did your work. You got two pages i n 

the S t a r when you went out to b a t t l e the L i t t l e Report. 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

And the author of that s o - c a l l e d F e d e r a l C i t y 

Report i s i n the audience. He now works f o r the Highway 

Department. I thin k he ought to stand and take a bow, 

Mr. R i v a r d . Stand up. 

(Mr. Rivard did not r i s e . ) 

(Applause.) 

MR. ABBOTT: I hope you are blushing from embarrass­

ment . 

(Laughter.) 

Because the whole j u s t i f i c a t i o n of what these 

i r r e s p o n s i b l e business people t r y to advance i s that they 

have to have the freeways i n order to keep t h e i r p r o s p e r i t y , 

to have the d o l l a r s and the t r a f f i c and freeways to bring 

the consumer into the heart of the c i t y . But the Highway 

Research Board had a convention a few months ago and there 

was a report presented by an independent consultant named-

l/i t h a f o r d , and h i s conclusions were j u s t the opposite; that 
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i n the struggle f o r the consumer's d o l l a r , the competition 

between the downtown business and the suburban shopping 

center, and i n most cases i t ' s the same man anyway, but 

freeways --

(Applause.) 

The freeways cause more loss to downtown business. 

Now, the irony, the dishonesty of the coverage 

was that while the F e d e r a l C i t y Council got a f u l l two pages in 

co l o r i n the S t a r , t h i s Withaford Report was buried i n the 

f i n a n c i a l s e c t i o n on a Saturday. What a shame again. 

(Applause.) 

P o l l u t i o n , Washington, D. C. 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

(Applause.) 

Yesterday on WTOP-radio I heard an author named 

Nemo who has w r i t t e n a book on p o l l u t i o n t e s t i f y there and 

he had the f i g u r e s to prove i t , that Washington, D. C. has the 

highest concentration of t r a f f i c of any c i t y i n the country, 

4,000 cars per square mile. 

Whose cars were they? A big mystery. Because, 

i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i t s e l f , the r e s i d e n t s have the 

lowest percentage of cars by t i t l e . 

(Applause.) 

So, when these gentlemen who preceded me asked you 

to s a c r i f i c e more of your c i t y f o r freeways, more of your 
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(Applause.) 

Nov;, 62 per cent of t h i s downtown area that the 

Fe d e r a l C i t y Council i s pleading and praying about i s 

already devoted to parking and s t r e e t s , the highest of any 

major metropolitan c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . 

Now, here are some f a c t s on parking. 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

One mile of expressway w i l l i n one hour, peak 

hour, generate seven times the area surface of that express­

way i n parking needs. 

Nov/, what kind of nonsense i s t h i s that you are 

going to r e a l i z e that the more freeways you are b u i l d i n g you 

are lagging behind i n parking a t a seven-to-one r a t e ? 

This i s the f i g u r e . 

(Applause.) 

1 This i s the f i g u r e appearing, a l l of these next 

few f i g u r e s appeared i n the Congressional Record of the 

7th of June under Senator R i b i c o f f ' s i n s e r t i o n dealing with 

the f i n d i n g s of the League of Urban C i t i e s , which was a 

symposium -- a l s o i n c l u d i n g the Luce Magazine -- and other 

planning e x p e r t s . 

Three lanes of expressways i n one hour w i l l only 

bring i n what one s i n g l e seven-car subway t r a i n i n one t r i p 

brings i n . So i s i t worth i t ? 
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( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

One c a r , and t h i s i s a l s o i n that s e t , to bring 

one c a r i n of a commuter i n peak hour, i n New York C i t y i t 

costs $21,000 f o r that one c a r . That means i f you bring i n 

a thousand cars you w i l l m u l t i p l y that by 21,000. I t i s 

exceeded by one place. Do you know where i t i s ? Washington, 

$23,000 per c a r . 

(Scattered applause.) 

Not only that but the man that s a i d rubber pays 

f o r everything, you're not r i g h t , s i r . 

MR. WIRTH: I didn't say t h a t . 

MR. ABBOTT: You meant i t . 

(Laughter and applause.) 

The same conference produced i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e --

some such word --

(Laughter.) 

-- f i g u r e s -- that sounds l i k e an automobile --

(la u g h t e r . ) 

-- that every commuter c a r In the peak hours i s 

subsidized 10 cents a mile. That doesn't count parking or 

anything e l s e . That's I n taxes on unpaid i n t e r e s t . The 

policemen, who pays f o r the p o l i c e ? We t a l k about crime i n 

Washington and I would venture that the ma j o r i t y of the 

pol i c e are doing nothing but t r a f f i c . 
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( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

L i f e Magazine, which I read only i n the barbershop, 

and you can see by the s t a t e of the absence of my n e c e s s i t y 

f o r going to a barbershop --

(Laughter.) 

-- that I only o c c a s i o n a l l y go. However, a month 

ago I picked up a cover which had Truman Capote on i t . That's 

enough to keep anybody from looking a t i t . 

(Laughter.) 

But, f o r t u n a t e l y , I turned i n there and there was 

t h i s a r t i c l e which pointed out, under a heading which s a i d 

the b i t t e r e s t issue today: Mass t r a n s i t versus more freeways. 

The f e d e r a l government, since the i n s t i t u t i o n of t h i s wonder­

f u l i n t e r s t a t e highway program i n 1956", has spent $100, $100 

f o r every one d o l l a r on mass t r a n s i t . A shame again. 

And that a r t i c l e i n L i f e went on to point where the 

pressure was coming from and i t l i s t e d Mr. Wirth's o u t f i t 

by name. And I'm so r r y f o r L i f e , i f i t loses i t s a d v e r t i s e r s , 

but more power to them and t h e y ' l l get a new su b s c r i b e r , i f 

they keep up that f i g h t to educate the people. 

(Applause.) 

Now, l e t ' s t a l k about t h i s 90/10 money. I t ' s 

about time that the 90/10 money went into t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , yes, 

but the c a r d r i v e r should r e a l i z e that h i s gas tax of 11 cents 



66 

ljd34 per gall o n should be viewed as a p r i v i l e g e to d r i v e i n the 

urban areas and, t h e r e f o r e , that money go into mass t r a n s i t 

so that we who go f o r the same job, r e t u r n to our same 

home every night a t the same time w i l l be given a f a s t , 

economical, cheap and modern means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and we 

won't need to d r i v e . 

(Applause.) 

And there i s no b e t t e r place i n the country than 

Washington, D. C. f o r the c i t i z e n s to demand that Senator 

Tydings again put h i s name to the b i l l i n the Senate to 

authorize the use of 90/10 money at the d i s c r e t i o n of the 

s t a t e s f o r that most v i t a l need of a l l , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

(Applause.) 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

Nov;, I don't know i f you members of the Commission 

and other i n v i t e d guests a t the table read the papers --

(Laughter.) 

-- but yesterday's Post pointed out that COG, 

the Metropolitan Council of Governments, which i s set up to 

give us comprehensive, coordinated planning on a metropolitan-

wide area, the hope of the f u t u r e , t h i s body, i s going to 

spend $4.5 m i l l i o n i n a f i v e - y e a r program to study t r a f f i c --

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Two minutes. 

MR, ABBOTT: — $4.5 m i l l i o n i n a f i v e - y e a r program 

to study t r a f f i c needs i n Washington. 
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through? What are they going to study? 

And i t behooves us here, and I know that s e v e r a l 

of you people i n the planning process are lame ducks. Your 

turns are over, you are being superseded one way or another. 

There are reorganization plans being discussed. Therefore, 

please get i t out of your system about running any freeways 

through, e s p e c i a l l y i n view of the f a c t that our other set 

of o f f i c i a l s are planning some s t u d i e s . 

We do not need any freeways i n the i n t e r i m . 

(Applause.) 

I have attended meetings of the Planning Commission 

and there were always three people, e i t h e r members or 

a l t e r n a t e s who s a t there, f a c e l e s s ; I don't know who they 

a r e . 

(Laughter.) 

They have never opened t h e i r mouth to second a 

motion or to speak on the question but they voted and they 

voted against the people, and these f a c e l e s s gentlemen 

represent the Public B u i l d i n g S e r v i c e --

(Ringing of timer.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Time. 

MR. ABBOTT: -- Bureau of Public Roads, --

A VOICE: You have another ten minutes. 

MR. ABBOTT: -- the Commissioner of Engineers, the 



Corps of Engineers. 

(Scattered applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Abbott, your time --

MR. ABBOTT: I was given another ten minutes. 

(Cheers and applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Abbott, I thought you were 

going to f i n i s h i n 15. I f you have another ten minutes, 

are you going to keep on? There are other people who have 

come distances who want to speak and, out of f a i r n e s s to 

the other people who are here and who are as i n t e r e s t e d , i f 

perhaps not as entertaining — 

(Laughter.) 

MR. ABBOTT: The time has been y i e l d e d . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I do think --

MR. ABBOTT: Senators y i e l d . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: No. 

MR. ABBOTT: Why can't our people y i e l d ? 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I w i l l have to have a commitment 

from you that i f you have ten more minutes that that w i l l be 

i t . 

A VOICE: This gentleman has re l i n q u i s h e d ten more 

minutes. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I am t r y i n g to get a commitment 

from Mr. Abbott — 

SAME VOICE: W i l l somebody e l s e y i e l d ? 
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ten minutes and that w i l l be a l l ? Otherwise, we w i l l have 

a r e c e s s . 

MR. ABBOTT: I f I am through, I w i l l f i n i s h . 

MR. PHILIP YOUNG: Number 36, I r e l i n q u i s h 

a l l of my time. 

MR. PRAHINSKI: A point of order. I am number 

eight and I object to t h i s gentleman being given the time 

of anyone who i s greater than e i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: What number are you, s i r ? 

MR. PRAHINSKI: I am number eight and I object to 

the gentleman being given the time of anyone whose number 

i s g r e a t e r than e i g h t . 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: A l l r i g h t . You see, there are 

people, Mr. Abbott, who have waited a long time, who are up 

on the l i s t and I can't i n good conscience give you more than 

ten minutes. 

MR. ABBOTT: A l l r i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Number 36 has given you h i s e n t i r e 

time and I th i n k that I can r e l y on you to f i n i s h w i t h i n 

the ten minutes. 

MR. ABBOTT: A l l r i g h t . 

Now, l a s t year a t t h i s time when the Georgetown 

Plan was being discussed and Doxiadis presented the proposals 



70 

here, and needless to say the Highway Department agreed 

w i t h the l e a s t d e s i r a b l e s o l u t i o n --

(Scattered applause.) 

-- Mr. Hartzog, representing the National Park 

S e r v i c e stood a t t h i s rostrum and defended h i s s e l l - o u t 

agreement, which i s here, which was concluded on May 25th, 

whereby, a f t e r four years on the side of the p u b l i c , he 

threw the Park S e r v i c e over to the side of the p r i v i l e g e d 

i n t e r e s t s . 

Why did he do i t ? He s a i d , and I s a t i n the back 

but I could see h i s embarrassment, that over the years the 

Park S e r v i c e had l o s t hundreds of acres of park land to the 

Highway Department and, th e r e f o r e , f i n a l l y they had concluded 

a deal whereby a l l f u t u r e park land would be exchanged i n 

kind or cash. 

Now, why did they surrender i t ? What r i g h t did 

he have to vote away my home to b e a u t i f y the mall or to put a 

sk a t i n g r i n k on the R e f l e c t i n g Pool? 

(Applause.) 

Therefore, we asked S e c r e t a r y TJdall to account f o r 

h i s underling and I regret to say that Mr. Hartzog doesn't 

have the guts enough to face the c i t i z e n s here tonight. He 

had nothing more important than to account f o r the Park S e r v i c e 

vote, which i s a disgrace to the Park S e r v i c e and what i t 

meant and means to the people. 
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And at the Planning Commission, when the NCTA 

threw t h e i r vote over because t h e i r arm was twisted by-

Representative Natcher who s a i d , I f you don't vote my way, 

I'm going to p i c k up my eggtimer and go home --

(Laughter and applause.) 

-- you don't get any subway. 

Now, at that time, the next day we were given the 

opportunity to make a presentation and we dir e c t e d our remarks 

a t Mr. McCarter from the Windy C i t y of Chicago and Mr. McCarter, 

the next day, took extended time to defend h i m s e l f , and what a 

defense. 

He s a i d , Ladies and gentlemen, NCTA i s the creature 

of Congress and I am a creature of the Commission. Well. 

(A chorus of boos.) 

I am not going to comment f u r t h e r . 

I f Mr. McCarter wishes, he may take some of my 

time. 

( l a u g h t e r . ) 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

Mr. Edwards, speaking f o r South Manor, warned 

everybody here that t h i s meeting has the e f f e c t of a window 

dr e s s i n g . We are coming here o s t e n s i b l y as tr a i n e d s e a l s 

to f l a p our f i n s , c l i c k our heels and then, as the water r o l l s 

o f f the backs of our i n t r e p i d l i s t e n e r s , they go back to t h e i r 
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2 j d 4 G vote. We then can go home and s t a r t c r y i n g f o r our homes, 

because --

(Applause.) 

-- t h i s T stands f o r the T a y l o r S t r e e t Underpass 

and the Commission voted a t the l a s t meeting to s t a r t con­

s t r u c t i o n on the T a y l o r S t r e e t Underpass. 

A VOICE: Who authorized i t ? 

MR„ ABBOTT: We asked that question of Mr. Conrad 

and Dr. Edwards up at Brookland and you know what the answer 

was? That t h i s was not made predominantly a freeway p r o j e c t . 

Oh, no. This was an NCTA pr o j e c t and only i n c i d e n t a l l y a 

freeway. 

( l a u g h t e r , ) 

Now, you do not have the money or the a u t h o r i z a t i o n 

to begin construction on the NCTA. That construction s t a r t s 

i n '68. Your plans have not been approved and the people 

want f i n a l approval on where the routes go, and t h i s i s a 

subterfuge. 

V/e are going to f i g h t i t . We w i l l be there w i t h 

our bodies. 

(Applause.) 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

I see -- I can't see him now w i t h my glasses o f f but 

General Mathe seems to be amused. 

We have another member --
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MR. ABBOTT: We have another member of the Corps 

of Engineers s i t t i n g up there now. 

David A. Rimley of the Izaak Walton League of 

America, Bloomington, Indiana, i n a l e t t e r to the e d i t o r , 

responding to an a r t i c l e on conservation i n the l a s t i s s u e 

of Ramparts sa i d t h i s : 

I t i s a strange and t e r r i b l e irony when an army 

o u t f i t , w i t h a l l the usual blood-and-guts motivation of an 

i n f a n t r y d i v i s i o n , gets entrenched i n c i v i l a f f a i r s . They 

are b u i l d i n g r e s e r v o i r s -- and I am i n t e r j e c t i n g highways --

l i k e an i n f a n t r y company would hold a h i l l . Since t h e i r 

p r o f e s s i o n a l honor depends upon the determination w i t h which 

they f i g h t , they w i l l not give up nor admit a mistake. 

(Applause.) 

Therefore, l a d i e s and gentlemen, i n the c a p i t a l 

of the leading Democratic party i n the world, i f you are 

w i l l i n g to accept a m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p f o r the formulation, 

planning and b u i l d i n g of your environment, then you deserve 

i t . I f you don't andascitizens you expect p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

the process of planning and construction by o f f i c i a l s respon­

s i v e to the p u b l i c , planning i n the i n t e r e s t s of the public 

and not s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s , then you must j o i n us i n demanding 

that i n any r e o r g a n i z a t i o n the Corps of Engineers gets i n and 

does the b a t t l e , t h e i r part and b a t t l e against the enemy and 
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(Applause.) 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

Every one of the hearings and b r i e f i n g s and 

neighborhood meetings — 

. .99 MR. PRAHINSKI: ( i n t e r r u p t i n g Mr. Abbott from the 

audience) 

MR. ABBOTT: Mr. P r a h i n s k i , you're wanted on 

the phone. 

(Laughter and applause.) 

The Planning Commission has gone around to the 

neighborhoods and t h i s creature here has l a i d an a r c h a i c --

I mean a monstrous and huge gooseegg. Not a s i n g l e organ­

i z a t i o n i n the D i s t r i c t has approved the freeways and i n 

the suburban areas only two i n f i n i t e s i m a l l y s m a l l groups 

have supported them. 

Therefore, you have no support by any publ i c 

group f o r these m o n s t r o s i t i e s . Take heed, w i l l you, please. 

( Applause) 

( E x h i b i t i n g c h a r t . ) 

Therefore, l a d i e s and gentlemen, I ask you a l l to 

respond i n an unmistakable vote your f e e l i n g s on t h i s matter 

so that once and f o r a l l there w i l l be no question. 

A l l those f o r freeways say no. 
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VOICES: No. 

MR. ABBOTT: A l l those f o r subways say yes. 

VOICES: Yes. 

(Applause; attendance standing.) 

I w i l l now present t h i s to the Commission f o r 

i n s e r t i o n into the record. ( R e f e r r i n g to c h a r t s . ) 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I th i n k we could a l l have a 

ten-minute break now, but no longer than t h a t , and w e ' l l 

come back. 

(Recess.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I think the hearing w i l l come back 

to order and we w i l l proceed with the witnesses and i f I 

could ask that the ten-minute r u l e please be observed because 

i t i s a hardship on other people who have come. 

We have had a good b i t of time r e l i n q u i s h e d but I 

hope that you w i l l not have that as a pattern through the 

evening but an exception. 

MR. SHEAR: The next witness i s Mr. R u s s e l l H. 

Hornback, Vice President and Business Manager, the Union 

T a x i Owners Cooperative A s s o c i a t i o n , Incorporated. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding gavel to r e s t o r e order) 

The next witness i s ready, so, i f you w i l l , be q u i e t , 

please. 
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.;\jd44 STATEMENT OF: 

RUSSELL H. HORNBACK, VICE PRESIDENT AND BUSINESS MANAGER 
UNION TAXI OWNERS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

MR. RUSSELL H. HORNBACK: Madam Chairman, Members 

of the Commission, l a d i e s and gentlemen: I n your notice on 

public hearing that was published i n the S t a r on May 28th 

you f a i l e d to l i s t t a x i c a b s i n the Nation's C a p i t a l . Although 

we don't have a licensed cab i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, j u s t 

p u b l i c v e h i c l e s f o r h i r e , I f e e l that these v e h i c l e s are 

j u s t as much a part of the tr a n s p o r t a t i o n p i c t u r e as other 

modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I have appeared before Congressman Natcher's 

subcommittee on D. C. Finance as w e l l as Senator Byrd 

and Senator Proxmire's committee f o r meters and l i m i t a t i o n 

to change the public v e h i c l e s f o r h i r e to taxicabs i n the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia as w e l l as request a chauffeur's l i c e n s e 

be issued. 

There i s a r i d e r to the D. C. Appropriations B i l l 

which p r o h i b i t s meter t a x i c a b operations i n t h i s c i t y . 'We 

submit that t h i s r i d e r has o u t l i v e d i t s depression-born 

goal. 

Even under the present zone system, s e v e r a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s have a monopoly on most h o t e l s , radio operations 

and Union S t a t i o n . We would l i k e to seek the support of the 

Planning Commission and request that meters be placed i n D.C, 

' '' 
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\3jd45 t a x i c a b s w i t h a l i m i t a t i o n based on v e h i c l e age only and 

not on the number of t a x i c a b s , a l l of which would be admin­

i s t e r e d by the D. C. Public S e r v i c e Commission. 

The present zone f a r e s are responsible f o r the 

high crime r a t e i n the Nation's C a p i t a l , p a r t i c u l a r l y on 

s t r e e t s t hat are ta x i c a b zone l i n e s . This i s due to a 

large number of people who walk to or from the zone l i n e s 

to save ten to 30 cents f o r an e x t r a block or so and thus 

may be attacked and robbed. The t a x i c a b zone maps, of course, 

are r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e to l o c a l c i t i z e n s . 

The present t a x i c a b s being used and licensed as 

pub l i c v e h i c l e s can be more than ten years of age and they 

f i l l our s t r e e t s with a i r p o l l u t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y o i l , smoke 

and gas fumes. 80 per cent or more of the present D. C. 

hackers are part-time, due to the zone r a t e s t r u c t u r e now 

e x i s t i n g , which ranges from s i x cents per meter mile to as much 

as s i x - t h i r t y per meter mile f o r f a r e s . The l a c k of c o n t r o l 

by the Public S e r v i c e Commission and cab a s s o c i a t i o n s , since 

present D. C. t a x i c a b operators as public v e h i c l e s are not on 

a p a y r o l l , t h e r e f o r e , there i s no employer-employee r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p . 

There i s an added burden on D. C. p o l i c e , the 

D i v i s i o n of Motor Ve h i c l e s and others i n a regulatory p o s i t i o n , 

since there are c u r r e n t l y more than 12,000 licensed public 

v e h i c l e s i n D. C. alone and there are more than 2,000 suburban 

file:///3jd45
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13jd46 meter cabs which a l s o may pick up passengers i n the D i s t r i c t 

f o r V i r g i n i a or Maryland d e s t i n a t i o n s , as appropriate, with 

one exception. The present D. C. cab l i a b i l i t y insurance 

i s i n v a l i d i n V i r g i n i a , i n cluding the a i r p o r t and Pentagon, 

since these l o c a l insurance c a r r i e r s have not been c e r t i f i e d 

as to V i r g i n i a coverage due to a number of f a c t o r s . 

This means that a D. C. cab parked overnight i n 

V i r g i n i a must pay $50 i n the uninsured motorist fund of 

V i r g i n i a . 

There i s poor cab s e r v i c e during the morning and 

evening rush hours with people h a i l i n g cabs passed up a l l 

because of zone r a t e s . 

Last year Congress authorized $1.40 an hour as 

a minimum wage f o r cab d r i v e r s . Since we do not have meters, 

t h i s wage s c a l e i s not ap p l i c a b l e to us but applies to cab 

d r i v e r s almost anywhere el s e i n the country who, of course, 

earn more money than us, pay more i n taxes and are covered 

by Unemployment Compensation, workmen's Compensation and 

employer-employee paid s o c i a l s e c u r i t y . 

I would l i k e to point out the large number of 

t r a n s i e n t s and v i s i t o r s who use D. C, cabs and are puzzled 

by the current s i t u a t i o n of having to ask the d r i v e r , What 

i s the f a r e , accept the d r i v e r ' s word and leave town without 

being able to a s c e r t a i n the correctness of the spoken word 

of the d r i v e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y when another d r i v e r charged another 
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ri3jd47 p r i c e . 

There i s so much cab business going outside the 

D i s t r i c t now wit h public preference f o r National A i r p o r t 

i n V i r g i n i a instead of Union S t a t i o n , we f e e l regulated f a r e s 

computed mechanically before the passenger would increase our 

business and p r o f i t margin and provide us with adequate 

insurance and p a y r o l l b e n e f i t s . We w i l l be able to pay more 

i n D i s t r i c t and F e d e r a l taxes and lessen the burden of the 

D. C. Budget. 

We would l i k e to get the r i d e r eliminated because, 

i n most i n s t a n c e s , i f we go to V i r g i n i a and Maryland, we w i l l 

come back empty. I f meter cabs come into town, they go back 

empty, and i t requires two cabs to haul one passenger normally, 

each a t d i f f e r e n t r a t e s . 

We get no subsidy from a d v e r t i s i n g revenues u n l i k e 

our competitors under the 1910 Act of Congress e s t a b l i s h i n g 

the Fine Arts Commission. I n the i n t e r e s t of public s a f e t y , 

we would l i k e to be issued a chauffeur's permit and a law 

passed to p r o h i b i t U turns when meters are authorized. 

I f the meters go In the cabs, there could be l e s s 

miles of freeways b u i l t . They wouldn't be necessary. You 

wouldn't have the t r a f f i c congestion w i t h meter cabs l i k e 

you do wit h zoned v e h i c l e s . 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 
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r.?13jd48 CHAIRMAN ROWE:. Thank you, Mr. Hornback. 

MR. SHEAR: Mr. Ted P r a h i n s k i , President of the 

Shepherd Park C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n . 

STATEMENT OF: 

TED PRAHINSKI, PRESIDENT, SHEPHERD PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 

MR. TED PRAHINSKI: S t a r t my time r i g h t now, 

Madam S e c r e t a r y , please. 

T h i s , what I have i n my hand represents a new 

device c a l l e d the Ted P r a h i n s k i Handy T r a f f i c Generator. 

Would you l i k e to know what the Ted P r a h i n s k i Handy T r a f f i c 

Generator i s ? Where to put i t ? 

(Mr. P r a h i n s k i d i s t r i b u t i n g item.) 

(Applause.) 

My wife i s passing out some on the other s i d e . 

My f r i e n d Joseph F e r r i e r of the Save Takoma Park 

C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n w i l l give the Members of the Commission 

my prepared speech. 

(Mr. P r a h i n s k i going to podium.) 

The Ted P r a h i n s k i Handy T r a f f i c Generator comes 

i n four convenient models. 

The f i r s t one i s r e s i d e n t i a l developments f o r the 

1.5 m i l l i o n new people who w i l l be i n the D. C. Metropolitan 

Area by 1985. I f any of you have the NCPC Pla n , look on 

page 108 and you w i l l see the numbers there. 

The second model of the Handy T r a f f i c Generator i s 
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employment centers l i k e the Goddard F l i g h t Center, NASA, 

out on the Baltimore-Washington Parkway. 

The t h i r d model i s the shopping c e n t e r s . 

The f o u r t h model i s r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s 

l i k e the Kennedy C u l t u r a l Center. 

Now, you can i n s t a l l these handy t r a f f i c generators 

near rapid t r a n s i t stops, i f you want to pay f o r expensive 

land, or i n some farmer's cowpasture, i f you want to make 

money. 

T r a f f i c generated i s no problem to you, i f you 

i n s t a l l these generators. You take your p r o f i t and run. 

T r a f f i c generated going from one employment center i n one 

cowpasture to many suburban r e s i d e n t i a l developments i n many 

d i f f e r e n t cowpastures w i l l cross the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

Let them worry about the t r a f f i c . 

The s o l u t i o n i s r e a l easy anyway. A l l you do i s 

you b u i l d a subway, a rapid t r a n s i t system only and j u s t see 

i f a l l those cars from a l l those cowpastures w i l l take the 

subway. 

Now, don't l i s t e n to those who s t a t e that the Ted 

P r a h i n s k i Handy T r a f f i c Generator represents a problem that 

must be planned f o r . Everyone knows that i t i s nasty new 

roads that create more t r a f f i c . A coming 70 per cent metro­

p o l i t a n population increase has nothing whatever to do with 

i t . Okay, I've had my fun. 
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T l 4 / j b j Now I b r i n g you a message from my l i t t l e g i r l . 

About two weeks ago, she s a i d , Daddy, w i l l you t e l l the 

people who make the cars go someplace where they won't run 

over l i t t l e g i r l s . 

A VOICE: How about l i t t l e boys? 

MR. PRAHINSKI: Or l i t t l e boys. 

I have, j u s t on t h i s past Sunday, there was a 

three-year-old boy who was k i l l e d on Fourth S t r e e t , North­

e a s t . That's one of those one-way s t r e e t s which c a r r i e s the 

t r a f f i c because they don't have any kind of s u i t a b l e t r a f f i c 

d i v e r t e r roads. 

I have here ( e x h i b i t i n g item) s i x pedestrians 

that were k i l l e d i n one month l a s t year. There was a f i v e -

y e a r - o l d , an 8 0-year-old, 77-year-old and some people who 

had been d r i n k i n g too. 

They were k i l l e d on Arizona Avenue, on Georgia 

Avenue, on Pennsylvania Avenue, Southeast, on F r a n k l i n 

S t r e e t , Northeast, on New Jersey Avenue, Northwest, and 

here's a r e a l p a t hetic one. 

A l i t t l e boy was k i l l e d by a car on the f r o n t 

porch at Ninth S t r e e t , a car ran up there. 

Here i s the r e s u l t s of a study taken on the year 

1964-1965. Do you know what automobile accidents cost 

every family on the average? $100 per f a m i l y per year. I 

j u s t wonder -- I suppose l a t e r on we w i l l be asked how many 
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• J l 4 / j b j people favor freeways. I would l i k e to ask you the ques­

t i o n -- don't r a i s e your hands l i k e you w i l l be expected to 

r a i s e your hands f o r the other question. How many of you 

have had accidents? 

Now, one thing t h i s study shows i s that as badly 

designed as some of our roads are, l i k e the Beltway, the 

average was about -- l e s s than a h a l f of the accidents hap­

pened on the l o c a l s t r e e t s and remember there are very few 

h e l p l e s s f i v e - y e a r - o l d pedestrians or 80-year-old pedes­

t r i a n s who are k i l l e d on a t r a f f i c d i v e r t e r road. 

Now, I get i n t o some t e c h n i c a l d e t a i l s i n the 

r e s t of my r e p o r t . I t a l k about things l i k e how you can 

b u i l d a rapid r a i l system a whole l o t f a s t e r . I th i n k i f 

you bu i l d the downtown subway portion r e a l f a s t , a crash 

program and get those commuter r a i l l i n e s i n t o operation --

I know the NCTA and other people have said that the commuter 

r a i l l i n e s aren't such a good deal because they cost you 

more money to operate them and you can't run them as often 

as you can your own l i n e but they w i l l do t i l l a more perma­

nent system can be b u i l t . 

Now, I would l i k e to say something about the drop­

ping of the Columbia Road subway system. Now, t h i s l i n e --

I have a map there, a population map, which I made up. I t ' s 

i r o n i c . I got the data on the same day that the Planning 

Commission dropped the subway system. I didn't even know 
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4 / j b j they were t a l k i n g about i t . I sure wish we could know what 

was coming up before the Planning Commission. 

I t was t h i s population map which shows that the 

most congested area of the c i t y , say, 73,000 people, between 

l4th S t r e e t and Rock Creek Park, between Massachusetts and 

Quincy, and 39,000 people, oh, roughly, along the l i n e of 

Harvard S t r e e t , Quincy and between l 4 t h and North C a p i t o l 

would be served by that l i n e . 

They c a l l i t the Columbia Road subway but i t 

r e a l l y I s the Columbia Road, the l6th S t r e e t subway, the 

14th S t r e e t subway, the Georgia Avenue subway. I t ' s the 

best compromise you can f i n d . 

Now, they said they had to drop some route to get 

the Independence Avenue subway and they might be r i g h t but I 

think there »s a whole l o t b e t t e r route to drop and I think 

t h a t ' s the Connecticut Avenue subway. There has only been 

one study that has been made that i s p u b l i c l y a v a i l a b l e 

which shows what the cost and the e f f e c t of a suburban 

subway system would be and that i s the 1962 study. That 

showed that the best route of a l l was the Anacostia l i n e . 

Guess what was the f i r s t route that was dropped? 

The second best i n the D i s t r i c t was the Columbia 

Road l i n e . So guess what the second t h i n g was to be dropped? 

And the worst thi n g of a l l , i t only served one-

s i x t h of the number of people i n terms of the d o l l a r s that 
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-'jA/jbj were spent f o r i t was the Connecticut Avenue l i n e . So guess 

when th a t ' s going to be dropped. 

(Applause.) 

Now, they t a l k about you might be able to serve 

the Shaw area with a l i n e going up Seventh St r e e t or l4th 

S t r e e t but they don't t e l l us what i t would cost and they 

want us to drop the a u t h o r i z a t i o n that we already have 

before they give us a d i f f e r e n t a u t h o r i z a t i o n or even t e l l 

us what the other l i n e would cos t . 

The best guess I can make i s that i t would cost 

$30 m i l l i o n a mile and i t ' s about s i x and a h a l f miles from 

down there at G St r e e t to the D. C. l i n e , so I guess i t ' s 

going to cost $180 m i l l i o n . So, i f the p o l i t i c a l l y power­

l e s s people of North C e n t r a l Washington can't even keep 

t h e i r $56 m i l l i o n l i n e , do you think you are going to be 

able to keep i n a $180 m i l l i o n l i n e l a t e r on? 

Now, t a l k i n g about highways, I think our greatest 

need i s n ' t met and t h a t ' s f o r crosstown bridges. I don't 

think we need any more bridges downtown. Let's take the --

Suppose you l i v e i n Anacostia. You're supposed to go across 

the bridge of the Anacostia R i v e r and then across the l4th 

S t r e e t Bridge to get to Maryland or V i r g i n i a . So — w e l l , 

t h a t ' s not b o — Wouldn't i t be a whole l o t simpler to buil d 

a bridge down near B o i l i n g ? They a l s o need a bridge at 

Eas t e r n Avenue and I th i n k the Arizona Avenue Bridge has 
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I l 4 / j b j been talked about and some place up there would be a good 

bargain. 

So when we t a l k about b u i l d i n g freeways, there i s 

a l o t of mileage, ways we can b u i l d them without d i s p l a c i n g 

people. 

But I am sort of indebted to my good f r i e n d Sam 

Abbott, whom I respect h i g h l y as a f i g h t e r , even though I 

don't agree with him, but I know h i s heart's i n the r i g h t 

place, when he said there are 200,000 people — cars coming 

i n every day that have to go one place or the other. They 

are e i t h e r going to be squeezed i n between Rock Creek Park 

and the Old S o l d i e r s Home on every s t r e e t i n there or i t ' s 

going to go on a t r a f f i c d i v e r t e r road, and my l i t t l e g i r l 

w i l l appreciate i t i f you would put i t on a t r a f f i c d i v e r t e r 

road. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

(Mr. Prahinski«s f u l l statement i s as f o l l o w s : ) 
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f l V J b j M R « SHEAR: Stanley W. Dziuban, and I hope that's 

the c orrect pronunciation. 

(No response.) 

Mr. Dziuban, D-z-i-u-b-a-n. 

(No response.) 

L u c i l l e S. Goodwin, Chairman, Metropolitan Advisory 

Council C i t i z e n s of the Near North. 

(No response.) 

Charles J . P i l z e r , General Counsel, Yellow Cab 

Company of D. C , Incorporated. 

(No response. ) 

Joseph G. F e r r i e r , Chairman, Committee on A i r 

P o l l u t i o n , Save Takoma Park Committee, who relinquished f i v e 

minutes of h i s time to Mr. Abbott. 

STATEMENT OF: 

JOSEPH G. FERRIER, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON 
AIR POLLUTION, SAVE TAKOMA PARK COMMITTEE 

MR. JOSEPH G. FERRIER: You heard the best f i v e 

minutes of my t a l k already but I do have a l i t t l e m a t e r i a l 

here . 

I have a s t a t i s t i c a l chart ( e x h i b i t i n g i t e m ) , and 

I want to i l l u s t r a t e what has happened to Washington, D. C. 

My name i s Joseph F e r r i e r , as you heard -- what has happened 

to the c i t i z e n s of Washington, D. C , i n the past three 

y e a r s , according to a story about two f e d e r a l doctors who 
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' / j b j made a study of a i r p o l l u t i o n . 

I n the past three y e a r s , Washington, D. C.'s a i r 

p o l l u t i o n has increased 60 per cent. Now, i f you want to 

know what 60 per cent i s , what i t means i s t h i s . 

Three years ago, i f you were to have had s u f f i ­

c i e n t a i r p o l l u t i o n on any c e r t a i n day to reach to the top 

of the C a p i t o l dome, today i t would reach to the top of the 

Washington Monument. That's j u s t about i n r a t i o . 

And what i s the compound that 's i n t h i s a i r p o l l u ­

t i o n , s o - c a l l e d smog or other poison gases which are k i l l i n g 

us ? 

Does anybody i n here f e e l as good as they did 

three years ago? 

VOICES: No. 

(Laughter.) 

3 Now, t h i s thing w i l l double I n brass because here 

i s how much of the t o t a l i s automobiles. You can s t i l l 

cover the C a p i t o l w i t h i t , even today, j u s t by automobile 

exhaust alone. 

The only way you are going to beat that -- you 

can't keep people from d r i v i n g t h e i r c a r s . I wouldn't want 

to t r y , but you can t r y to i n t e r f e r e with any d r i v i n g that »s 

unnecessary due to the f a c t that something i s b e t t e r and 

a v a i l a b l e f o r some of these people, and that's rapid r a i l 

t r a n s i t . 



I f you go to the Senate O f f i c e B u i l d i n g any time 

fo r many years and you watch a l l of the v i s i t o r s , what do 

they jump on? The subway from the Senate over to the 

C a p i t o l , and a balanced t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system there when 

they b u i l t a new Senate Off i c e B u i l d i n g , they b u i l t a new 

subway. 

(Applause.) 

Now, l a d i e s and gentlemen, I have brought some 

ma t e r i a l s here to I l l u s t r a t e by analogy what a balanced 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i s as i t can only happen i n the c i t y 

of Washington, D. C. 

I have here a piece of one of our d a i l y news­

papers ( e x h i b i t i n g item) and we '11 assume that there i s a 

man l a y i n g s i c k i n bed, the doctor i s hovering over him and 

suddenly a well-dressed man pushes the doctor to one side 

and says, I am a Congressman from Kentucky. I w i l l take 

t h i s case. What i s wrong with t h i s man? 

This man i s a v i c t i m of poisoning. He dr i n k s a 

f i f t h of whisky a day. He i s going to be thrown out of h i s 

home. He can't hold anything on h i s stomach i n the way of 

s o l i d food and he's on h i s l a s t l e g s . 

So, instead of the doctor, a Congressman from 

Kentucky says, This man needs a balanced d i e t . No man can 

l i v e on a f i f t h of whisky a day. Give him two more f i f t h s 

of whisky a day 
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-- and two peanut butter and j e l l y sandwiches. 

He says, Make that Kentucky bourbon, the state that I love 

so w e l l , and the r e s u l t i s t h i s , l a d i e s and gentlemen. 

( E x h i b i t i n g item) Here i s h i s balanced d i e t . 

(Applause.) 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

MR. SHEAR: Robert M. Kennan, J r . , Chairman, 

Roads Subcommittee, Committee of 100 on the Federal C i t y . 

(Applause.) 

STATEMENT OF: 

ROBERT M. KENNAN, JR., CHAIRMAN, ROADS SUBCOMMITTEE, 
COMMITTEE OF 100 ON THE FEDERAL CITY 

MR. ROBERT M. KENNAN, JR.: Madam Chairman, 

Members of the Planning Commission: My name i s Robert 

Kennan. I am Chairman of the Roads Subcommittee of the 

Committee of 100 on the Federal C i t y . I wish to place i n 

the record i n behalf of the Committee of 100 three docu­

ments . 

The f i r s t i s a l e t t e r s t a t i n g our objections to 

t h i s public meeting. We are of the opinion that a public 

hearing, which was promised by the Planning Commission i n 

i t s meeting of June 9, 1966, should include the fo l l o w i n g : 

At l e a s t 30 days' published notice; i n v i t a t i o n s to 
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3/jbj public agencies engaged i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n planning i n 

Washington, i n c l u d i n g the NCTA and the D. C. Highway-

Department, and recognized experts such as Arthur D. L i t t l e , 

Incorporated; no l i m i t a t i o n s upon time i n the presentation 

of o r a l testimony; an opportunity f o r designated i n t e r e s t e d 

persons to examine i n advance the data upon which the others 

r e l y ; and an opportunity f or a few r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s selected 

by i n t e r e s t e d persons to cross-examine witnesses represent­

ing both public agencies and ex p e r t s . 

Without these procedures « 

(Applause.) 

-- we do not believe you have a public hearing. 

The second i s a w r i t t e n comment of the Committee 

of 100 on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n . I'm going to take the 

time to d i s t r i b u t e a copy to each of you i n the earnest hope, 

although I must confess not the assurance that you w i l l per­

s o n a l l y read i t . 

(Laughter.) 

(Mr. Kennan d i s t r i b u t i n g copies to the members of 

the Commission.) 

(Applause.) 

The t h i r d document which we w i l l submit f o r the 

record i s a b r i e f h i s t o r y of the freeway c r i s i s I n 

Washington and copies of these were d i s t r i b u t e d at the door 

at the beginning of the meeting. 



On behalf of the Committee of 100 on the Federal 

C i t y , I wish to commend the Chairman of the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission, Mrs. Rowe, f o r her courage and 

her t i r e l e s s a t t e n t i o n to the needs and d e s i r e s of the 

people of Washington. 

(Standing ovation.) 

I t i s only by l i s t e n i n g to the f i r s t few speakers 

that many of us can begin to appreciate the kind of enor­

mous p o l i t i c a l pressure Mrs. Rowe has been under i n the 

past few months. 

We congratulate her f o r her courage i n opposing 

the freeway proposals proposed by the Engineer Commissioner 

and the Department of Highways. 

(Applause, ) 

The Engineer Commissioner has p u b l i c l y complained 

that c i t i z e n s w i l l not stop r a i s i n g the question whether 

h i s freeways are needed. We bel i e v e that he must prove the 

need f o r freeways which w i l l d i s p l a c e 15,000 people i n the 

D i s t r i c t , reduce our precious park space and choke the a i r 

with a i r p o l l u t i o n . 

The need f o r freeways has not been proved. The 

members of the Commission --

(Applause.) 

Th i s Proposed Comprehensive Plan documents t h i s 

f a c t i n a s t r i k i n g way. The plan proposes an ambitious 



rapid t r a n s i t system and adds to i t an enormous network of 

freeways. 

What I am about to say i s f u l l y documented com­

ments I have d i s t r i b u t e d and placed i n the record. 

Each of the seven r a d i a l freeways entering 
1 Tashington --

VOICES: Wrong map. 

MR. KENNAN: Thank you. 

Each of the seven r a d i a l rapid t r a n s i t l i n e s 

e n t e r i n g Washington can c a r r y 40,000 commuters I n the rush 

hour. I f they are constructed as proposed, they w i l l be 

able to c a r r y a t o t a l of 280,000 commuters i n t o and out of 

the c i t y . 

Now, how many more people w i l l commute i n t o 

Washington by 1985? 

There has been a great deal of controversy about 

t h i s question and m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s have been spent t r y ­

ing to answer i t . 

We think a reasonable estimate, on the b a s i s of 

independent study, using the Proposed Comprehensive Plan's 

p r o j e c t i o n s of population growth and employment i s 62,800 

persons during the rush hour, a subway that i s capable of 

c a r r y i n g 280,000 commuters and 62,800 more rush hour com­

muters. These are the f a c t s . 

The rapid t r a n s i t system w i l l not only make 
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•_6/jbJ freeways unnecessary, i t w i l l reduce the crush of automo­

b i l e s now ent e r i n g Washington i n the rush hour. We think 

that the r a i l rapid t r a n s i t system i n the Proposed Compre­

hensive Plan should be b u i l t as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . 

We a l s o think that each and every one of the f r e e ­

way p r o j e c t s i n the plan should be abandoned, because --

(Applause.) 

I n the words of the plan i t s e l f , they w i l l pre­

empt too much land, destroy too many homes, produce too 

great a change i n the o v e r - a l l character of the c i t y and 

cost too much both i n terms of i n i t i a l investment and reduc­

t i o n i n the c i t y tax base. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

(Mr. Kennan's f u l l statement i s as f o l l o w s : ) 
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COMMITTEE OF 100 ON T H E F E D E R A L C I T Y 
1307 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D . C. 20036 

Neill Phillips, Cbiirnun Grosvenor Chapman. Vies Cbairmm Mrs. Vance Hood, Secrcttry-Trejsurer 

June 14, 1967 

National C a p i t a l Planning Commission 
1111 20th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20576 

Gentlemen: 
On June 9> 1966, a m a j o r i t y of the Planning Commis­

s i o n voted to include the freeway p r o j e c t s embraced by 
the Hartzog Agreement i n the Proposed Comprehensive P l a n . 
The minutes f o r t h a t meeting s t a t e : 

Upon motion by Mrs. Rowe, seconded by 
Mr. Edwards, and unanimously c a r r i e d , the 
Commission authorized the E x e c u t i v e Com­
mittee and the D i r e c t o r to arrange f o r the 
pr e s e n t a t i o n of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n 
of the proposed Comprehensive Plan f o r the 
National C a p i t a l to appropriate F e d e r a l 
and D i s t r i c t of Columbia a u t h o r i t i e s and 
to i n t e r e s t e d organizations i n the community 
and f o r the holding of a p u b l i c hearing or 
pu b l i c hearings thereon. 

The s t a t u s of the three most c o n t r o v e r s i a l p r o j e c t s 
has s i n c e progressed as f o l l o w s : 

North C e n t r a l Freeway 
March 9 , I967 Stage 3 approval of Par t 

I , from Rhode I s l a n d Ave. 
to Buchanan S t r e e t , N. E. 

May 4, 1967 Stage 4 approval of the 
T a y l o r S t r e e t Bridge. 

E a s t Leg of the Inner Loop 
P nebruary 9, 1967 Stage 2 approval of Par t 

I I , from Barney C i r c l e 
to Benning Road. 
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Three S i s t e r s Bridge 
May 4 , 1967 C o n d i t i o n a l Stage 3 

approval. 
The D. C. Department of Highways, under the d i r e c t i o n of 
the Engineer Commissioner, has i n i t i a t e d a program of 
a p p r a i s a l and a c q u i s i t i o n of property l y i n g i n the path 
of P a r t I of the North C e n t r a l Freeway. 

Nov;, more than one year a f t e r the r e s o l u t i o n quoted 
above was adopted, a "public hearing" has been convened 
at 7:30 P.M. on a Wednesday evening. The published n o t i c e 
of t h i s meeting i n v i t e d " i n d i v i d u a l s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of organizations wishing to be heard" to apply i n w r i t i n g 
"so t h a t t h e i r names may be placed on the l i s t of witnesses," 
but cautioned t h a t " i t may be necessary to l i m i t the length 
of o r a l p r e s e n t a t i o n s . " We were advised on June 12, 1967 
t h a t f i f t y - s i x persons had requested an opportunity to 
t e s t i f y . Assuming that the meeting w i l l be adjourned a t 
12;00 A.M. and t h a t the time w i l l be a l l o c a t e d evenly, 
a f r a c t i o n more than four minutes w i l l be given to each 
i n d i v i d u a l and or g a n i z a t i o n . 

Under the circumstances, t h i s meeting w i l l be a 
charade. To c a l l i t a "public hearing" i s at best mis­
taken and at worst c y n i c a l l y misleading. We do not 
regard i t as a p u b l i c hearing i n any l e g a l sense; nor 
do we consider i t to meet the self-imposed o b l i g a t i o n 
recorded-In the Planning Commission's minutes of June 9 , 
1966. P u b l i c a t i o n of a n o t i c e phrased i n pseudo-legalis­
t i c language does not cure i t s d e f e c t s . 

A p u b l i c hearing should i n c l u d e : ( 1 ) at l e a s t t h i r t y 
days' published n o t i c e ; ( 2 ) i n v i t a t i o n s to p u b l i c agencies 
engaged i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n planning i n Washington, i n c l u d i n g 
the NCTA and the D. C. Highway Department, and recognized 
experts such as Arthur D. L i t t l e , I n c . ; ( 3 ) no l i m i t a t i o n s 
upon time i n the p r e s e n t a t i o n of o r a l testimony; (4) an 
opportunity f o r designated i n t e r e s t e d persons to examine 
i n advance the data upon which the others r e l y ; ( 5 ) an 
opportunity f o r a few r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s s e l e c t e d by i n t e r ­
ested persons to cross-examine witnesses representing 
p u b l i c agencies and e x p e r t s . 
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We s h a l l - p a r t i c i p a t e i n the p u b l i c meeting on June 
14, 1967, but we re s e r v e our r i g h t to object to i t , f o r 
the reasons s t a t e d above. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

COMMITTEE OF 100 ON THE FEDERAL CITY 

Robert M. Kennan, J r . 
Chairman, Roads Subcommittee 

•J 
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Comments of the Committee of 100 on the F e d e r a l 
C i t y on the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S e c t i o n of the Pro-
posed Comprehensive Plan f o r the National C a p i t a l * 

DISCUSSION: HIGHWAYS AND TRANSIT 

The h i s t o r y of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n planning i n Washington 
has repeatedly demonstrated the u n r e a l i t y of proposals 
d i r e c t e d to a s p e c i f i c point i n time when optimum accommo­
dation of v e h i c u l a r movement w i l l t h e o r e t i c a l l y he a t t a i n e d . 
The time has come to abandon t h i s antiquated approach. 
Washington's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n 19^5 should he 
developed i n the l i g h t of a wide range of economic, s o c i a l , 
and a s t h e t i c v a r i a b l e s , along the l i n e s suggested by the 
Arthur D. L i t t l e Report.** 

A r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t system i s undoubtedly the most 
l o g i c a l and e f f i c i e n t means to provide t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r 
commuters, as w e l l as i n t r a - c i t y t r a v e l e r s , i n the f o r e ­
seeable f u t u r e . Top p r i o r i t y should be assigned to i t . 
Adding an elaborate network of i n t e r s t a t e freeways would 
be s e l f - d e f e a t i n g , f o r freeways w i l l provide continuous 

* The f a c t t h a t these comments are not s p e c i f i c a l l y addressed 
to a l l proposals i n the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S e c t i o n of the Proposed 
Comprehensive P l a n should not be regarded as i m p l i c i t approval 
of those proposals not d i s c u s s e d . 

** See pp. 6 3 - 6 8 , Appendix C. 
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competition w i t h the subways. Indeed, the consequences 
of continued r e l i a n c e on automobile t r a v e l i n t o and 
through the F e d e r a l C i t y — s o c i a l d i s l o c a t i o n , w a s t e f u l 
and i n e f f i c i e n t use of precious land, s a f e t y hazards, 
a i r p o l l u t i o n , b l i g h t — a r e so alarming t h a t we b e l i e v e 
t r a f f i c c o n t r o l devices should be used e x t e n s i v e l y 
to discourage automobile t r a v e l downtown. 

The i n t e r s t a t e highway proposals sponsored by the 
D. C. Highway Department are the products of i r r a t i o n a l 
commitment to maximum p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n f e d e r a l funding 
under the F e d e r a l Aid Highway Act of 1956. Of course, 
the e x i s t e n c e of 90-10 p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the f e d e r a l 
government has generated i t s own r a t i o n a l e f o r spend­
ing . I t has a l s o given v i t a l i t y to an a r t i c l e of f a i t h 
of Engineer Commissioners: a l l imaginable t r a v e l demands 
i n the Nation's C a p i t a l must be accommodated on concrete 
funnels f o r p r i v a t e automobiles. 

The Proposed Comprehensive Plan appears to r e j e c t 
t h i s j u v e n i l e notion (page 1 0 8 ) : 

I n the p a s t , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n plans 
have proposed highways i n s u f f i c i e n t 
q u a n t i t y to c a r r y a l l p r e d i c t e d t r a f ­
f i c without congestion during the 
peak hours. T h i s method produces 
proposals f o r highway systems l a r g e r 
than can or should be b u i l t i n the 
D i s t r i c t of Columbia. C o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a highway system capable of c a r r y -
ing a l l peak-hour t r a f f i c without 
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congestion would pre-err.pt too much 
land, destroy too many homes, pro­
duce too great a change i n the over­
a l l c h a r a c t e r of the c i t y , and would 
cost too much both i n terms of i n i ­
t i a l investment and i n the reduction 
of the c i t y t a x base. 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n the 
proposed Comprehensive Plan i s th e r e ­
fore based on the assumption t h a t con­
s t r u c t i o n of enough highways to c a r r y 

• . a l l of the v e h i c l e s seeking to enter 
the highway system during the peak 
hour i s n e i t h e r f e a s i b l e nor economi­
c a l , and t h a t the magnitude of the 
highway system w i l l have to be deter­
mined by other c r i t e r i a . 

The i n t e r s t a t e highway proposals included i n the Pro­
posed Comprehensive Plan are so s t a r t i n g l y i n c o n s i s t e n t 
w i t h t h i s s t a t e d p o l i c y t h a t one immediately looks f o r 
"other c r i t e r i a " j u s t i f y i n g them. None are to be found. 

The need f o r the North C e n t r a l Freeway, f o r example, 
can be j u s t i f i e d only on the assumption t h a t i t should 
c a r r y a l l peak-hour t r a f f i c not only without congestion, 
but w i t h c a p a c i t y to spare. The Smith-Voorhees report 
( A p r i l , 1966) reconsidered t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t s f o r the 
North C e n t r a l Freeway. I t concluded t h a t the t o t a l 
i n c r e a s e - o f peak-hour t r a v e l i n the c o r r i d o r s p o t e n t i a l l y 
served by the North Central-Northeast Freeway* between 

* The "Columbia Road" cordon l i n e from Rock Creek Park 
on the west to Minnesota Avenue ( e a s t of Keni l w o r t h 
Freeway) on the e a s t . r 

http://err.pt


1965 and 1985, based on population growths, w i l l be 
1 9 , 0 0 0 . T h i s i s l e s s than one-half of the t o t a l sub­
way c a p a c i t y programmed f o r the S i l v e r Spring and Bowie 

r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s and included i n the Proposed Com­
prehensive P l a n . 

The Planning Commission's statement quoted above 
would r e q u i r e d e l e t i o n of the North C e n t r a l Freeway 
because r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s can e a s i l y accommodate 
increased t r a v e l demands i n t h a t c o r r i d o r f o r the next 
twenty y e a r s . For the same reason, t h a t statement a l s o 
r e q u i r e s d e l e t i o n of the E a s t Leg, K S t r e e t Tunnel 
(even i n the modified form endorsed by the p u b l i c c i t i ­
zen members of the Planning Commission), Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge, and P a l i s a d e s Parkway. 

We have prepared two supplementary pages to Mr. 
Pet e r S.'Craig's Report to the Planning Commission, 
"F o r e c a s t i n g 1985 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Requirements" (February 
2 6 , 1 9 6 6 ) , E x h i b i t s A and B, to apply h i s methods of 
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proven v a l i d i t y * to the population growth and employ­
ment p r o j e c t i o n s i n the Proposed Comprehensive Plan. 

I f the modest t o t a l of 40,000 i s used as a "rated 
c a p a c i t y " f o r each of the r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s e n t e r i n g 
Washington shown opposite page 110 of the Proposed Com­
prehensive P l a n , * the t o t a l r a t e d c a p a c i t y of the r a p i d 

* On November 4, 1964, the V i r g i n i a and D. C. Highway 
Departments submitted to the Planning Commission a 
Supplementary Report on I n t e r s t a t e Route 266, c l a i m i n g 
t h a t the peak-hour t r a v e l from V i r g i n i a to Washington 
was 45 ,000 i n 1964 and would increase a t the r a t e of 
2,500 per year to 1935- According to t h i s p r o j e c t i o n , 
peak-hour t r a v e l should have been 50 ,000 i n i 9 6 0 . Mr. 
Cr a i g ' s s t u d i e s pointed out not only t h a t the f i g u r e of 
4 5 , 0 0 0 had never been reached, but a l s o t h a t the 1966 
t o t a l would be i n the neighborhood of 4 2 , 0 0 0 . The D. C. 
Highway Department's own study f o r 1966 ( D . C . Cordon 
Counts, May i 9 6 0 ) reported the t o t a l to be 42 , 2 2 3 . For 
f u r t h e r c r i t i c i s m by the Planning Commission's own con­
s u l t a n t of t r a f f i c f o r e c a s t s upon which the highway 
proposals are based, see B a i n , "Transportation i n the 
Comprehensive P l a n , (Dec. 2 1 , 1 9 6 5 ) . 

** The t h e o r e t i c a l maximum c a p a c i t y per l i n e i s 9 6 , 0 0 0 : 
40 t r a i n s per hour (90-second headways); 8 c a r s per t r a i n 
(75 feet—number l i m i t e d by s t a t i o n p l a t f o r m s ) ; 300 persons 
per c a r (80 seated, 220 s t a n d i n g ) . 
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t r a n s i t system (without regard to e x i s t i n g c a p a c i t y f o r 

automobile and bus commuters) i n 1985 w i l l be: 

Not only i s the proposed r a p i d t r a n s i t system capable of 
absorbing one hundred percent of the p r o j e c t e d i n c r e a s e 
i n rush-hour t r a v e l , i t w i l l a l s o s u b s t a n t i a l l y reduce 
the c u r r e n t crush of v e h i c l e s e n t e r i n g Washington. 

The i n t e r s t a t e highway proposals i n the Proposed Com­
prehensive P l a n , on the other hand, would destroy the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of a s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g r a p i d t r a n s i t system. The 
Plan's highways and bri d g e s , plus other highway commit­
ments shown on the S i x - Y e a r P l a n of the D. C. Highway 
Department, would add c a p a c i t y f o r 38,700 v e h i c l e s a t 
the peak-hour (or 62,920 automobile commuters a t 1.6 per 
automobile) to c u r r e n t highway space which i n many i n ­
stances i s being used below c a p a c i t y . The only conceivable 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r these highways i s the d e s i r e to channel 
a l l peak-hour t r a v e l demands i n t o Washington by p r i v a t e 
automobile. I n the words of the Proposed Comprehensive 

L i n e s Auled Added 
Caoacity T r a v e l 

(1905-1985) (1965-1935) 

From V i r g i n i a 2 80,000 24,800 
From Montgomery Co. 2 1/2 100,000 15,200 
From P r i n c e George's Co. 2 1/2 100,000 22,800 

280,000 62,800 
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P l a n , t h i s highway system would "pre-empt too much land, 
destroy too many homes, produce too great a change i n 
the o v e r a l l c h a r a c t e r of the c i t y and would cost too much, 
both i n terms of i n i t i a l investment and i n the reduction 
of the c i t y t a x base." 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Highways. 
Steps implementing the f o l l o w i n g freeway p r o j e c t s 

should be deferred i n d e f i n i t e l y : 

t r a f f i c from the M a l l by c o n s t r u c t i o n of tunnels a t 14th, 
9 t h and 3rd S t r e e t s , and to con s t r u c t the South Leg under 
ground. Re g r e t t a b l y , c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Center Leg i s 
now i n progress as f a r north as New York Avenue. I t 
should terminate t h e r e , and an appropriate support 

(1) North C e n t r a l Freewayj 
( 2 ) Northeast Freewayj 
( 3 ) E a s t Leg of the Inner Loop; 
( 4 ) P a l i s a d e s Parkway; 

( 5 ) A d d i t i o n a l l 4 t h S t r e e t Bridge; 
(6) Three S i s t e r s Bridge; 

( 7 ) K S t r e e t Tunnel; and 
(8) North Leg - Center S e c t i o n . 

We concur i n the present proposals t o remove c r o s s 
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f a c i l i t y p e r m i t t i n g access to and from the New York 
Avenue Freeway should be provided. 

The Whitehurst Freeway should be razed and replaced 
by a tunne l connecting K S t r e e t a t Rock Creek w i t h Canal 
Road west of Key Bridge i n the manner proposed by the 
Georgetown Planning C o u n c i l . * The V i r g i n i a connections 
t o Roosevelt Bridge ( p r e s e n t l y being used a t l e s s than 
one-half c a p a c i t y ) and extension of r a p i d t r a n s i t to 
V i r g i n i a should almost completely e l i m i n a t e V i r g i n i a 
s u r f a c e t r a f f i c from the h i s t o r i c Georgetown w a t e r f r o n t , 
f a c i l i t a t i n g i t s redevelopment. 

Rather than extend the P a l i s a d e s Parkway from Mont­
gomery County to downtown Washington, destroying i r r e ­
p l a c eable s c e n i c and r e c r e a t i o n a l v a l u e s , Canal Road 
should be extended west from Chain Bridge to l i n k w i t h 
the parkway. A short l i n k should a l s o be constructed 
a t the D i s t r i c t l i n e between the parkway and MacArthur 

* Contrary to recent r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s by the Engineer Com­
missioner, such a t u n n e l freeway could be financed as p a r t 
of the I n t e r s t a t e System, though i t connects w i t h the s y s ­
tem a t only one end. Numerous such spurs i n other c i t i e s 
a re commonly designated as routes w i t h three d i g i t s beginning 
" 1 " or " 3 , " e.g., Route 195 i n Miami, F l o r i d a . 
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Boulevard. Freed of the present bottlenecks a t the 
D i s t r i c t l i n e and immediately west of Key 3ridge, Canal 
Road and MacArthur Boulevard would adequately provide 
f o r f oreseeable needs i n t h a t s e c t i o n . 

I n s t e a d of an E a s t Leg Freeway, a park road should 
be constructed i n West Anacostia Park from the Southeast 
Freeway to the D. C. Stadium, p r o v i d i n g access t o the 
Stadium. 

F u r t h e r s t r e e t or avenue widenings are unnecessary 
and u n d e s i r a b l e ; they should not be t o l e r a t e d . 

B. R a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t . 
We f u l l y endorse the p o l i c y t h a t "the authorized 

r a p i d t r a n s i t system should be b u i l t as r a p i d l y as 
p o s s i b l e and extended to the suburbs a t an e a r l y date" 
(page 109). The Planning Commission i s a l s o to be 
commended f o r g i v i n g g r e a t e r p r i o r i t y to c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a subway l i n e through the Southwest Employment Area, 
where an e x c e p t i o n a l l y heavy concentration of f e d e r a l 
employees makes such s e r v i c e e s s e n t i a l . Some aspects of 
the present r a i l t r a n s i t program, however, warrant r e ­
c o n s i d e r a t i o n : 

( 1 ) The d e l e t i o n of the proposed r a i l t r a n ­
s i t ' l i n e v i a Georgia Avenue, l 4 t h and Park Road, and 
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Columbia Road to Connecticut Avenue, without s u b s t i ­
t u t i n g anything f o r i t except a vague pr o v i s o t h a t 
s e r v i c e be provided to the North C e n t r a l Area i n the 
f u t u r e , i s most unfortunate. A s p e c i f i c route and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n timetable f o r a t r a n s i t l i n e s e r v i n g the 
North C e n t r a l Area and t y i n g i n w i t h other routes at 
7 t h and G, N. W. should be s e t t l e d now, because t h i s 
route would t r a v e r s e one of the s e c t i o n s which would 
b e n e f i t most from the r e j u v e n a t i o n to be expected from 
new "uptown c e n t e r s " i n p r o x i m i t y to r a i l t r a n s i t s t a ­
t i o n s . 

( 2 ) A r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e should be b u i l t 
to D u l l e s A i r p o r t as soon as p o s s i b l e , not put o f f 
u n t i l sometime between 1973 and 1935 as the Plan pro­
poses. Quick t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r a i r passengers to 
and from downtown Washington i s s i n e qua non to the 
development of D u l l e s as the great a i r t e r m i n a l which 
i t was designed to be. The e x i s t i n g Washington and 
Old Dominion R a i l r o a d r i g h t of way could r e a d i l y be 
used f o r high speed r a i l t r a n s i t between the proposed 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Terminal a t Union S t a t i o n and D u l l e s 
A i r p o r t . 
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C. Bus t r a n s i t . 
The Proposed Comprehensive P l a n b r i e f l y acknowledges 

t h a t "improvements i n bus t r a n s p o r t a t i o n should be made" 
(page 1 1 3 ) , pending completion of the r a i l t r a n s i t system. 
But i n c o n t r a s t t o other proposals which are p l o t t e d on 
maps and described i n more or l e s s d e t a i l i n the t e x t , 
nothing s p e c i f i c i s s a i d about bus routes. Immediate 
steps should be taken to modify the e x i s t i n g routes and 
schedules to b e t t e r accommodate D i s t r i c t residents em­
ployed i n suburban a r e a s . E x i s t i n g t r a f f i c management 
p o l i c i e s should be reviewed w i t h the o b j e c t i v e of 
g i v i n g bus v e h i c l e s , r a t h e r than p r i v a t e automobiles, 
p r i o r i t y i n use of roadway and bridge space i n the peak 
hours. Every e f f o r t should be made to coordinate bus 
s e r v i c e w i t h the r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s . 

D. Parking. 
We agree t h a t "the number of downtown pa r k i n g 

spaces f o r use by a l l - d a y parkers should be l i m i t e d 
to the needs of downtown employment when allowance has 
been made f o r maximum use of mass t r a n s i t . . . . " (page 
109). A t a x at l e a s t equal t o the round-trip t r a n s i t 
f a r e upon a l l c a r s e n t e r i n g a garage or l o t between 7:00 

A.M. and 9 :30 A.M. should be considered. New f r i n g e 
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parking f a c i l i t i e s should be constructed on r a p i d t r a n ­
s i t routes outside the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

We do not agree t h a t o f f s t r e e t p a r k i n g space should 
be provided i n r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s . Rather, s t r i c t con­
t r o l s should be developed and enforced to l i m i t curb-
si d e parking i n r e s i d e n t i a l areas to r e s i d e n t s . 

The proposal of p u b l i c c o n t r o l and management of 
par k i n g space i n the downtown a r e a should be commended, 
but only so long as i t i s undertaken by an agency w i t h 
broad powers of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n planning, such as the 
Planning Commission i t s e l f . P a rking i s an e s s e n t i a l 
i n g r e d i e n t i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n management; uncoordinated 
e f f o r t s by y e t another separate agency would f u r t h e r 
atomize planning f o r Washington. 

E. Transportat ion t ermlnal. 
We s t r o n g l y support the proposal to c o n s t r u c t a 

consolidated r a i l , subway, and bus t e r m i n a l , plus a 
V i s i t o r ' s Center, a t Union S t a t i o n , provided the present 
s t a t i o n i s t r e a t e d as one of the major a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
monuments of Washington and c a r e f u l l y preserved. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 
COMMITTEE 0 ? 100 ON THE FEDERAL CITY 
Robert M. Kennan, J r . 
Chairman, Roads Subcommittee 
David Sanders C l a r k 
Chairman, T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Subcommitte e 



Supplement to E x h i b i t A Supplement to 
Page 15a E x h i b i t 12 

NEW OR IMPROVED ARTERIAL HIGHWAYS ENTERING 
WASHINGTON AS PROPOSED BY D. C. HIGHWAY DE-

PARTHENT (IQc?) 

MTS 
Cor r i d o r 

Highway Lanes Capacity 

1 P a l i s a d e s Parkway 2 3,000 

2 Oregon Avenue-Chestnut S t . 1 a / 500 

3 l 6 t h S t . widening 
B l a i r Road widening 
North C e n t r a l Freeway 

1 a / 
1 a / 
3 

500 
500 

5,400 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY TOTAL 3 9 ,900 

4 Northeast Freeway 3 5,400 

5 North Leg-East S e c t i o n 
Minnesota Avenue extension 

2 
2 a / 

3,6oo 
1,000 

8 S. C a p i t o l S t . widening 
Anacostia Freeway widening 

1 a / 
1 a / 

8oo 
1,600 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY TOTAL - 9 12,600 

9-
13 

A i r p o r t - A n a c o s t i a Bridge 
T h i r d l 4 t h S t . Bridge 
Three S i s t e r s Bridge 

3 b/ 
3 
3 

5,400 
5,400 
5,400 

VIRGINIA TOTAL 9 16,200 

TOTAL, D. C. LINE 26 38,700 

a / P a r t of announced c o n s t r u c t i o n program of D. C. Department 
of V e h i c l e s & T r a f f i c ; not depicted i n Proposed Compre­
hensive Plan. 

b/ Included i n Proposed Comprehensive P l a n ; not a p a r t of. 
announced c o n s t r u c t i o n program of D. C. Department of 
V e h i c l e s & T r a f f i c . 
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Supplement to E x h i b i t 3 Supplement to 
Page 23b E x h i b i t 17 

Revised P r o j e c t i o n of Peak-Hour Person-Trips 
E n t e r i n g Washington, 13 $0 

(Based on r e v i s e d population and employment 
p r o j e c t i o n s i n NCPC Proposed Comprehensive 
Plan ) 

1965 1935 

D. C. Population 810,000 950,000 Proposed P l a n , p. 60 

D. C. Employment 600,000 810,000 Proposed P l a n , p. 3 5 , 
Cxiĉ i"* 0s H_ co 2 

D. C. Residents 
employed i n 
D. C. 316,000 570,000 At 39$ of D. C. popula­

t i o n , per i 9 6 0 census 
D. C. Employment 

from outside 
D. C. 284,000 440 , 0 0 0 ' D i f f e r e n c e between t o t a l 

D. C. employment and D. C. 
r e s i d e n t s employed i n D. C. 

from V i r g i n i a 
from Montgomery 
from P r i n c e George' 

112,000 
70,000 

'si02,0GG 
174,000 
108,000 
153,000 

Growth d i s t r i b u t e d at 
constant r a t e of increase 
(55$) 

Pealc-Hour Person-Trips 
from outside D'. C. 

from V i r g i n i a 
from Montgomery 
from P r i n c e George 1 

114 ,760 

41,170 
27,300 

'S 46 ,290 

177,560 

65,970 
42,500 

69,090 

Growth a t 40$ of increased 
employment from, outside 
D. C. (37-5^ f o r employment 
i n D. C. and 2 .5^ f o r 
through t r i p s ) 



June 12, 1967 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
FREEWAY CRISIS IN WASHINGTON 

Robert M. Kennan, J r . 
Chairman, Roads Subcommittee 

Committee of 100 on the F e d e r a l C i t y 

August 17, 1937. The f i r s t D. C. gasoline t a x ( 2 / 
per g a l l o n ) was enacted and the revenue earmarked f o r high­
way us e. 

June 8 , 1938. Congress authorized D. C. to share i n 
a l l F e d e r a l - a i d highway funds on the same b a s i s as the 
St a t e s ( 5 0 - 5 0 ) , commencing J u l y 1, 1939. 

A p r i l 24, 1941. The f i r s t long-range planning study 
by the D. C. Highway Department (the "Whitehurst P l a n " ) 
s t a t e d , "Mass t r a n s p o r t a t i o n can and should supplant much 
of the i n d i v i d u a l v e h i c u l a r s e r v i c e i n t o the c e n t r a l business 
a r e a s , " but proposed a 2 0-year highway b u i l d i n g program, 
nothing f o r t r a n s i t . 

February 1, 1942. The D. C. gasoline t a x was increased 
to 3 / per g a l l o n . 

March 7, 1942. Congress d i r e c t e d the D. C. Com­
missioners to make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n and survey to deter­
mine the f e a s i b i l i t y of c o n s t r u c t i n g subways i n D. C. 

June 24, 1942. I n response to Congress' request, 
the D. C. Highway Department submitted a 9-page study, 
w i t h eight l i n e s devoted to the i s s u e . I t concluded, 
"A system of subways . . . i s not warranted under present 
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or prospective c o n d i t i o n s . . . . " I t recommended under­
passes f o r motor v e h i c l e s . 

October 1 , 1944. "Transportation Survey and Plan 
f o r the C e n t r a l Area of Washington, D. C," prepared by 
independent consultants f o r the D. C. Commissioners, r e ­
j e c t e d most of the 1941 expanded highway proposals as 
unnecessary and advocated "a system of s t r e e t c a r sub­
ways" as the "backbone" of the Washington t r a n s i t system. 

December 20 , 1944. Congress authorized designation 
of a 4 0 , 0 0 0-mile system of " i n t e r s t a t e Highways" as p a r t 
of the 50-50 F e d e r a l a i d highway program. 

December 20 , 1946. "Transportation Plans f o r Wash­
ington," by the 1944 c o n s u l t a n t s , reversed the 1944 

recommendations and endorsed "a system of expressways 
s e r v i n g a l l p a r t s of the D i s t r i c t " as the "backbone" of 
pu b l i c and p r i v a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Most of the new f r e e ­
ways were planned to cut through park l a n d — R o c k Creek 
Park, Glover-Archbold Park, the M a l l , Anacostia Park. 
The gasoline t a x was r a i s e d to 4 / per g a l l o n i n 1947. 

August 2 , 1947. A f t e r c o n s u l t i n g with D. C , V i r ­
g i n i a and Maryland highway departments, the f e d e r a l Bureau 
of P u b l i c Roads designated I n t e r s t a t e Highways i n Wash­
ington. The system involved one f r e e w a y — t h e Whitehurst 
Freeway—completed i n October, 1949. 
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A p r i l 3, 1 9 5 0 . The NCPC-Bartholomew "Comprehensive 
Pl a n " f o r the Washington metropolitan area i n I98O advo­
cated r e l o c a t i o n of F e d e r a l employment centers to the 
suburbs and e x t e n s i v e highway c o n s t r u c t i o n to make subur­
b i a more a c c e s s i b l e . Planned d i s p e r s a l of r e s i d e n t i a l , 
employment, and commercial areas was to be complemented 
by "a system of c o l l e c t o r and d i s t r i b u t o r roads, both 
r a d i a l and c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l i n f u n c t i o n , t h a t w i l l r e d i s ­
t r i b u t e t r a f f i c through the region," i n c l u d i n g a four or 
s i x lane inner loop freeway. The "inner loop" was born. 

J u l y 1 , 1 9 5 2 . The gasoline t a x was r a i s e d to 5 / 

per g a l l o n . 
November 1 7 , 1 9 5 2 . With one exception, the D. C. 

Highway Department's a l t e r n a t i v e to the 1950 NCPC Com­
prehensive Plan r e j e c t e d the freeways proposed by t h a t 
p l a n as too expensive and d e s t r u c t i v e . Only the South­
west Freeway was recommended because i t crossed an a r e a 
already s l a t e d f o r urban renewal. G e n e r a l l y r e l y i n g upon 
s t r e e t widenings and grade separations, the p l a n pro­
posed extending the Whitehurst Freeway as a parkway 
through Glover-Archbold Park and c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new 
s i x - l a n e bridge across Theodore Roosevelt I s l a n d . 

May 18, I 9 5 4 . Congress r a i s e d the gasoline t a x to 
6& a g a l l o n and gave the D i s t r i c t a u t h o r i t y to borrow 
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$50 m i l l i o n to complete a major highway improvement pro­
gram hy 1964. 

October 3 1 , 1955. "Report on Inner Loop Freeway 
System." With i n c r e a s e of F e d e r a l a i d to 90$ f o r i n t e r ­
s t a t e freeways being imminent, the D. C. government asked 
a consultant to study an inner loop freeway. The consul­
t a n t recommended not one loop but t w o — a f i g u r e eight 
which i s only s l i g h t l y modified i n shape i n present p l a n s . 

June 2 9 , 1956. The F e d e r a l Aid Highway Act authorized 
90^ F e d e r a l a i d f o r D i s t r i c t freeways included i n the i n t e r ­
s t a t e system. 

J u l y 1 , 1957. Determined to add the maximum amount 
of freeway mileage p o s s i b l e , the D. C. Highway Department 
submitted cost estimates to the Bureau of P u b l i c Roads 
under the F e d e r a l Highway Act. The freeways included: 

( a ) a "new route 240" ( l a t e r 7 0-S), along 
the north side of the Potomac R i v e r from Montgomery Co. 
to 25th and K S t s . , N. W.; 

(b) a "new route 29" ( l a t e r 1 - 6 6 ) , composed 
of a new Theodore Roosevelt Bridge, a new west l e g f r e e ­
way, and a new north l e g freeway; 

( c ) a "new route 1 " ( l a t e r 1 - 9 5 ) , composed of 
a new 14th S t r e e t Bridge, the p r e v i o u s l y planned Southwest 
Freeway, a new center l e g freeway, and New York Avenue 



converted i n t o a freeway from the north l e g to the D i s ­
t r i c t l i n e ; 

(d) another "new route 1 " ( l a t e r 1 -295 and 
1 - 6 9 5 ) , composed of a new A l e x a n d r i a Bridge, a new Ana­
c o s t i a Freeway, a widened and r e b u i l t bridge at 1 1 t h S t r e e t , 
S. E. and a new Southeast Freeway to the center l e g f r e e ­
way; 

( e ) Yet another "new route l " (now removed 
from i n t e r s t a t e system, although b u i l t ) , composed of an 
extension of the new Anacostia Freeway to E a s t C a p i t o l 
S t r e e t , the soon-to-be-completed Kenilworth Freeway, and 
the New York Avenue Freeway. 

J u l y 1 , 1 9 5 9 . The NCPC's "Mass Tra n s p o r t a t i o n Sur­
vey Report" (MTS) was published. On the b a s i s of highway 
engineers' f o r e c a s t s f o r 1 9 8 ° , i t concluded t h a t even a 
v a s t l y enlarged highway system would not be s u f f i c i e n t ; 
four r a p i d r a i l t r a n s i t l i n e s were a l s o needed. 

J u l y 14, i 9 6 0 . A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
planning i n D. C. f o r three y e a r s , a s p e c i a l j o i n t sub­
committee of the House and Senate D i s t r i c t Committees had 
concluded: "Any attempt to meet the area's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
needs by highways and p r i v a t e automobiles alone w i l l 
wreck the c i t y . " C i t i n g " w e l l nigh u n i v e r s a l support 
f o r subways, i t proposed "prompt a c t i o n " to e s t a b l i s h a 
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r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t system. Congress adopted i t s proposals, 
passing the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Act which 
created a new agency f o r comprehensive t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
p l a n n i n g — t h e National C a p i t a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Agency 
(NCTA)—to " r e v i s e " the Mass Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Survey. 

May 8, 196I. The NCPC's Year 2000 Plan recognized 
t h a t the o b j e c t i v e s of 1950—suburban sprawl and an 
all-highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system—were now obsolete. 
I t advocated primary r e l i a n c e on a r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t 
system. 

August, 1962. Despite the National C a p i t a l Trans­
p o r t a t i o n Act, the D. C. Highway Department expanded i t s 
proposed major highv/ay program i n 1962 by more than 
$167 m i l l i o n over i 9 6 0 . A f t e r an i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a 
s p e c i a l subcommittee of the House D i s t r i c t Committee 
reported, "The D i s t r i c t of Columbia Commissioners, 
through the Highway Department, are circumventing the 
expressed i n t e n t of Congress." 

November 1 , 1962. The NCTA issued a r e v i s i o n of 
1959 Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Survey, proposing a subway sys­
tem and concluding t h a t previous proposals f o r new f r e e ­
ways e n t e r i n g Washington had been based on exaggerated 
f o r e c a s t s . 
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February 18, 1963. I n a report to the D. C. Com­
mis s i o n e r s , the Highway Department accused the NCTA of 
"decimating" the D i s t r i c t ' s highway program i n order to 
j u s t i f y a subway plan. I n J u l y , 1962, the D i r e c t o r of 
the Highway Department (Harold L. Ait k e n ) had "sounded 
an alarm" to the road b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y "pointing out the 
steps freeway opponents have taken to block freeway con­
s t r u c t i o n i n the Nation's C a p i t a l . " I n response, Highway 
l o b b y i s t s swarmed, to C a p i t o l H i l l , charging that the NCTA 
was " k i l l i n g " highways to s e l l r a p i d t r a n s i t . 

June 1 , I 9 6 3 . R e j e c t i n g highway lobby pressure, 
President Kennedy d i r e c t e d the D. C. Commissioners to 
reappraise the D i s t r i c t highway program. No restudy was 
made; i n s t e a d , only two freeway p r o j e c t s were examined, and 
approved not because they were needed but because the 
Commissioners were t o l d approval was necessary to appease 
the highway lobby i f any subway plans were to s u r v i v e . 

A p r i l , 1965. The Highway Department 1s report to the 
House D i s t r i c t Committee showed the a d d i t i o n of the f o l ­
lowing- freeway p r o j e c t s to the i n t e r s t a t e system w i t h i n 
the D i s t r i c t since 1960: 

( a ) Three S i s t e r s Bridge; 
(b) Potomac R i v e r Freeway extension (Three 

S i s t e r s Bridge to the inner l o o p ) ; 
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( c ) South l e g of the inner loop; 
(d) T h i r d Fourteenth S t r e e t Bridge; 
( e ) E a s t l e g of the inner loop (along the 

west bank of the Anacostia R i v e r ) ; 
( f ) North l e g — E a s t S e c t i o n ; 
(g) North C e n t r a l Freeway; 
(h) Northeast Freeway. 

September 2 1 , 1965. The NCPC s t a f f recommendation 
f o r the 1965 Comprehensive Plan was published. On the 
i n s i s t e n c e of the Engineer Commissioner (Gen. Duke), the 
D. C. Highway Department's freeway plans were included 
i n the recommendations. 

January 14, 1966. President Johnson suggested that 
an independent consultant be r e t a i n e d by the D i s t r i c t and 
the NCPC to review p r i o r freeway p l a n s . 

March 2 2 , 1966. The independent consultant, Arthur 
D. L i t t l e , I n c . , i s s u e d i t s r e p o r t , "Transportation 
Planning i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia 1955-65: A Review 
and C r i t i q u e . " I t concluded t h a t the Highway De­
partment's planned freeways were not j u s t i f i e d and 
t h a t freeway c o n s t r u c t i o n should not continue u n t i l 
more e f f e c t i v e techniques of planning, design, and s o c i a l 
adjustment were developed. 
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March 3 1 , 1966. The D. C. Commissioners' P o l i c y 
Advisory Committee unanimously agreed to omit the North 
C e n t r a l Freeway, the E a s t Leg, and the Three S i s t e r s 
Bridge from immediate p l a n s . T h i s agreement was endorsed 
by the D. C. Commissioners. 

A p r i l 19, 1966. Rep. Wi l l i a m Natcher, Chairman of 
the House Subcommittee on D. C. Appropriations, declared 
i n s e c r e t hearings, " I am unable to continue recommending 
. . . t h a t money f o r rapi d t r a n s i t be appropriated i f you 
are going to stop the highway program." The Fe d e r a l C i t y 
Council produced a "report" w r i t t e n by Lloyd R i v a r d , then 
employed by the Automotive S a f e t y Foundation ( a highway 
lobby or g a n i z a t i o n ) and now c h i e f of planning f o r the 
D. C. Highway Department, which recommended prompt con­
s t r u c t i o n of a l l the freeways proposed by the Highway 
Department. 

May 5, 1966. The NCPC voted 8-3 to omit the North 
Central-Northeast Freei^ay, the E a s t Leg of the Inner 
Loop, and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge from i t s 1985 Compre­
hensive Plan. 

May 25 , 1966. George Hartzog, D i r e c t o r of the 
National Park S e r v i c e and member of the NCPC, agreed i n 
w r i t i n g w i t h Engineer Commissioner Duke and the V i r g i n i a 
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Highway Department to change h i s p o s i t i o n and support 
the three most c o n t r o v e r s i a l freeway p r o j e c t s . 

June 9, 1966. Engineer Commissioner Duke asked 
the NCPC to "endorse" the Hartzog agreement. The May 5 

vote was rescinded and i n the Hartzog agreement was sub­
s t i t u t e d i n the 1985 Comprehensive Plan by a vote of 6 - 5 . 

The s i x members who were D i s t r i c t and U. S. Government 
o f f i c i a l s voted i n f a v o r ; the f i v e members appointed by 
the President voted i n opposition. A p u b l i c hearing was 
promised. 

September 30, 1966. Congress r a i s e d the gasoline 
t a x to 7/ a g a l l o n and increased D. C. highway borrowing 
a u t h o r i t y by $35 m i l l i o n . 

November 30, I 9 6 6 . Over t h i r t y i n d i v i d u a l s , f i r m s , 
and c i t i z e n s organizations representing more than 200,000 

D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s f i l e d a l a w s u i t i n the D. C. F e d e r a l 
D i s t r i c t Court. They a s s e r t t h a t the D i s t r i c t Commis­
si o n e r s and the NCPC were and are a c t i n g i l l e g a l l y i n 
attempting to c a r r y out the plans f o r the North C e n t r a l -
Northeast Freeway, the East Leg of the Inner Loop, and 
the Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

February 10, 1967. The defendants were unable to 
persuade the court t h a t the l a w s u i t should be dismissed. 
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March 8, 1967. The NCPC published i t s proposed 
1985 Comprehensive Pl a n , i n c l u d i n g the freeway p r o j e c t s 
agreed upon i n June, 1966. 

March 9, 1967. The D i s t r i c t began to appraise 
property i n the r i g h t of way of the North C e n t r a l 
Freeway. 

June 14, 1967. A pu b l i c meeting was c a l l e d by the 
NCPC on the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Comprehensive 
Plan. 
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1 6 / j b j MR. SHEAR: George F r a i n , Executive Vice P r e s i ­

dent, Kalorama C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n . 

STATEMENT OF: 

GEORGE FRAIN, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 
KALORAMA CITIZENS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

MR. GEORGE FRAIN: Madam Chairman, Members of the 

Committee: I want to begin by saying that I am al s o Coordi­

nator of the J o i n t Committee of Businessmen, C i t i z e n s Asso­

c i a t i o n s and Property Owners f o r the Best Location of the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Center and I am a l s o Administrative Secretary 

of the l 8 t h and Columbia Road Businessmen's A s s o c i a t i o n . 

I would l i k e to say, begin by saying a word f o r 

the public members of the National C a p i t a l Planning Commis­

sion who stood f a s t and voted c o n s i s t e n t l y against highways. 

The vote --

(Applause.) 

The vote, as you know, was s i x to f i v e . 

Secondly, I would a l s o l i k e to say a word f o r 

Commissioner Tobriner and again f o r the members, to the 

public members of the Planning Commission, f o r voting 

against the Adams-Morgan Urban Renewal P r o j e c t , which would, 

even i n i t s scaled-down form, have displaced 1500 f a m i l i e s , 

90 commercial e n t e r p r i s e s out of 220 i n our area and 28 out 

of 35 l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l firms i n our area, not to mention 

hundreds of jobs of both Negro and white c i t i z e n s . 

I t h i n k i t ' s a t r i b u t e to the American sense of 
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6/Jbj f a i r play that we could come here tonight on an issue that 

i s h o t l y contested on the side of the c i t i z e n s and means 

the displacement of t h e i r homes and t h e i r jobs and c a r r y on 

t h i s public dialogue i n the e x c e l l e n t s p i r i t that i t has 

been c a r r i e d on tonight. 

I was i^orried there f o r a moment during an e a r l i e r 

part of the evening but, thank God f o r Americans and f o r the 

long t r a d i t i o n which we have which c e r t a i n l y does not r e s o r t 

to the kinds of so l u t i o n s of problems that other nations do 

r e s o r t t o. 

I would l i k e to c o r r e c t a previous speaker, 

Harold E. Wirth, Chairman of the Metropolitan Area Highway 

Users Conference, who said that only the highway users pay 

for the highways. 

(Applause.) 

There i s a growing recognition that the people 

who are displaced from t h e i r homes pay a price too. 

(Applause.) 

There i s a well-known phrase: Urban renewal i s 

Negro removal. 

(Applause.) 

23,500 low- and moderate-income people, 70 per 

cent of them Negroes, were displaced from the Southwest 

Urban Renewal P r o j e c t . Didn't they pay a p r i c e , Mr. Wirth? 

(Applause.) 
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T l 6 / j b j They moved to other areas and created new slums 

because they couldn't f i n d homes and had to double and 

t r i p l e and quadruple and quintuple up. 

800 businesses were d i s p l a c e d , 40 per cent of 

them f a i l e d . Didn't they pay a p r i c e ? 

(Applause.) 

VJhat happened to t h e i r employees? Ask those who 

were d i s p l a c e d . Don't take my word f o r i t . Ask Mrs. Cy 

E l l i s , who s i t s over there on the lefthand side of the house, 

who i s here tonight. 

(Applause.) 

Ask Mr. P h i l i p J . Brown, who i s a l s o here tonight, 

vihat the cost w i l l be of the $500 m i l l i o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Center north of Washington C i r c l e . He owns the C a l l C a r l 

b u i l d i n g and, i n c i d e n t a l l y , the White House took over by 

means of a modified form of eminent domain another b u i l d i n g 

of h i s and put the — the White House cars are quartered 

there. He can't even go i n h i s own b u i l d i n g . 

Now, President Johnson has said that the I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l Chancery Complex should be c o n s i s t e n t with the 

l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s of D i s t r i c t c i t i z e n s . I c a l l your 

a t t e n t i o n to a speech that he -- or a part of a speech that 

he made on February 27th which appears i n the Congressional 

Record of that date. 

Now, Mr. Brown has said that the plan developed by 



the Planning Commission w i l l d i s p l a c e 300 low-income fami­

l i e s , 40 small businesses, the jobs of 5,000 c i t i z e n s and 

m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s i n t a x e s . The businessmen i n the 

Washington C i r c l e area agree with these f i g u r e s . Now, i f 

t h i s thing i s adopted, they w i l l have to pay a price too. 

(Applause.) 

There i s nothing i n the F u l b r i g h t b i l l and the 

b i l l by Representative Kenneth Gray which provides f o r 

replacement value or would pay any of these c o s t s . They 

w i l l pay some of them, the f a i r market value and that sort 

of t h i ng, but they don't pay for the jobs, they don't pay 

the cost, the great many of the hidden c o s t s . 

New, for Mr,. Wirth's information, there i s a 

respectable and growing body of opinion i n the Congress 

which i s c a l l i n g f or f u l l replacement value f o r homes and 

businesses which are taken i n these public p r o j e c t s . To 

give you an example, the House Public Works Committee held 

hearings, lengthy hearings f o r a couple of y e a r s , or a sub­

committee d i d , and they came i n with recommendations and 

the highway people have fought these replacement values 

b i t t e r l y . They have the biggest lobby i n the country. I t 

i s n ' t only rubber t i r e s , i t ' s highway, i t ' s concrete — 

(Applause.) 

You know the l i s t . I t ' s a long one. 

I t h i n k I should add that a group of businessmen, 
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Tl6/JbJ i n c l u d i n g Mr. Brown and Miss Catherine McCarron, President 

of the Dupont C i r c l e C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n , who i s also here 

tonight, r e c e n t l y met with top OAS and Pan American Union 

o f f i c i a l s i n the Pan American Union b u i l d i n g . These o f f i ­

c i a l s said they didn't want to go to the S e a l t e s t s i t e at 

25th and Pennsylvania Avenue. They wanted to go -- they 

suggested that they would l i k e to go to the expanded 

Shapiro s i t e with 25 a c r e s . They would l i k e to go to the 

Trageron s i t e . They'd l i k e to go to the McLean s i t e , the 

McLean Gardens s i t e . None of them wanted to go to the 

S e a l t e s t s i t e and yet the Planning Commission keeps on 

coming i n there and they're f o r i t , you know. 

Now, we reported t h i s v i s i t to President Johnson 

and I have a l e t t e r addressed to me which i s from Stephen 

P o l l a k saying that the President appreciated the f a c t s that 

we developed as a r e s u l t of that hearing and that the 

President had asked Mr. P o l l a k to send our l e t t e r on to the 

State Department, the D i s t r i c t Commissioners and the 

National C a p i t a l Planning Commission. 

My guess i s that the Planning Commission probably 

w i l l , as i t has i n the past, w i l l see the l i g h t i n t h i s 

matter. I don't have any doubt that those public members 

w i l l p r e v a i l and w i l l again a s s e r t the r i g h t of people to 

continue t h e i r businesses and to continue i n t h e i r homes 

without being displaced and to continue i n t h e i r jobs 
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T l 6 / j b j because, obviously, with the Vice President Humphrey c a l l i n g 

f o r 20,000 jobs f o r D i s t r i c t c i t i z e n s to stave o f f violence 

t h i s summer, he i s n ' t going to, and I am sure the Planning 

Commission public members aren't going to stand there and 

permit a plan to d i s p l a c e 300 low- and moderate-income Negro 

f a m i l i e s , or most of them are Negro f a m i l i e s , and the l o s s 

of 5,000 jobs --

MR. SHEAR: One minute and a h a l f . 

MR. FRAIN: I beg your pardon? 

MR. SHEAR: One minute and a h a l f . 

MR. FRAIN: Oh, I've got — I'm going to be through. 

I'm going to be w i t h i n my ten minutes. 

11( Now, there i s a p r i n c i p l e which I would l i k e to 

enunciate here and i t i s t h i s . I t might become known as 

the freeway p r i n c i p l e and i t would be stated t h i s way. I f 

the highway man and the urban renewal backers and the 

chancery proponents had to pay the t o t a l cost, there 

wouldn't be enough support to f l o a t a bond i s s u e . 

(Applause.) 

Now, I would l i k e at t h i s point to, with that as 

prologue, i n a minute and a h a l f , as Mr. Shear has reminded 

me, I would l i k e to get on to a point i n connection with 

the Columbia Heights subway. 

(Ringing of timer . ) 

I have a l e t t e r — I s that two minutes? 
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-7/jbJ CHAIRMAN ROWE: That's I t . 

Take another minute. 

MR. FRAIN: I have a l e t t e r from Charles M. Haar 

of the Department of Housing and Urban Development saying 

that the Secretary --

Dear Mr. F r a i n : The Secretary has taken up with 

me your l e t t e r of A p r i l 21 I n which you requested h i s 

a s s i s t a n c e i n having the subway plans and program f o r 

Washington studied so as to serve the poor f a m i l i e s I n the 

Nation's C a p i t a l , a matter to which he had r e f e r r e d i n h i s 

speech at Pittsburgh on A p r i l 18. 

I n addition to your study of t h i s problem we have 

received the r e c e n t l y published d r a f t report by the National 

C a p i t a l Transportation Agency i n which i t i s s t a t e d , f o r the 

f i r s t time -- now, t h i s l e t t e r I s dated May 3 — i t i s 

stated, f o r the f i r s t time, that the needs of n o r t h - c e n t r a l 

Washington w i l l be b e t t e r and more e f f i c i e n t l y served by an 

independent route i n e i t h e r the Seventh or 14th S t r e e t 

c o r r i d o r s than by the Columbia Heights route. 

T h i s recognition of need, while not a commitment, 

presents the p o s s i b i l i t y of r e s o l v i n g the problem of s e r v i c e 

to t h i s s e c t i o n i n a much more fundamental manner than here­

t o f o r e . Doubtless t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y w i l l be considered i n 

the forthcoming urban renewal planning i n t h i s area and 

conceivably might even be a major f a c t o r i n the plan. 
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x v Y / j b J I f , as seems l i k e l y , we have an opportunity to 

comment on the modifications of the T r a n s i t Plan, the need 

for s e r v i c e to low income areas w i l l c e r t a i n l y be strongly 

supported. (End of l e t t e r . ) 

I would l i k e to include as a part — not only 

t h i s l e t t e r as a part of the record but I would l i k e to 

include an a r t i c l e by Richard Severo i n the Washington Post 

of March 15 e n t i t l e d , Slum Areas By-Passed by Subways, an 

a r t i c l e from the Washington Post of March 23 quoting the 

Reverend Walter Fauntroy, who i s not here tonight, who s a i d : 

I t i s with alarm and d i s b e l i e f bordering on outrage that we 

l e a r n that a $431 m i l l i o n , 25-mile bas i c rapid r a i l system 

i s reportedly w i t h i n two months of the f i n a l d e c i s i o n stage 

and a year away from the f i r s t e a r t h - t u r n i n g and the v i t a l 

needs of the inner c i t y are not even programmed f o r the 

i n i t i a l stage of t h i s important undertaking. We question 

s e r i o u s l y the wisdom and r e j e c t emphatically the l o g i c that 

c a l l s f o r the b u i l d i n g of the f i r s t subway l i n e through the 

b a s i c a l l y white, middle-class Connecticut Avenue c o r r i d o r . 

I would l i k e to a l s o include a report from the 

Washington Post of December 2, 1966, i n which Engineer 

Commissioner Charles M. Duke s a i d , as did Mr. Edwards, that 

t i n k e r i n g with the authorized system could create p o l i t i c a l 

and economic problems that might torpedo the whole p r o j e c t . 

I would a l s o l i k e to include some of my remarks 



that I didn't get to read. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I'm s o r r y . We w i l l be glad to 

put them i n the record. 

(Applause.) 

(Mr. F r a i n ' s f u l l statement i s as f o l l o w s : ) 
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T17/JbJ MR. WIRTH: Madam Chairman, a point of order. 

Since Mr. Abbott took an hour of t h i s assembly's 

time for h i s presentation, may I have two minutes to cor­

r e c t some statements that were made by our l a s t speaker f o r 

the record? 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I'm so r r y , I can't recognize you 

except I n the order of the l i s t here. T h i s I must s t i c k to. 

MR. WIRTH: He made c e r t a i n a l l e g a t i o n s to my 

testimony which I think I should c l a r i f y — 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: I'm so r r y . I j u s t can't permit 

i t . I understand how you f e e l . 

MR. WIRTH: I would l i k e to place i n therecord 

that I take exception and these are v a l i d and j u s t --

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: We w i l l go on to the next w i t n e s s . 

MR. SHEAR: The record w i l l be open u n t i l June 30th 

fo r the submission of any a d d i t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s or statements. 

Mr. Robert D. Lerner, Vice President and General 

Manager, A i r p o r t Transport, Incorporated. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Mr. Lerner. 

STATEMENT OF: 

ROBERT D. LERNER, VICE PRESIDENT AND 
GENERAL MANAGER, AIRPORT TRANSPORT, INC. 

MR. ROBERT D. LERNER: Madam Chairman, Members of 

the Commission, Distinguished Guests, C i t i z e n s of the 



105 

T'17/jbj D i s t r i c t of Columbia: My name i s Robert Lerner, Vice 

President and General Manager of A i r p o r t Transport, who has 

been providing the ground t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to and from 

Washington National Airport since i t s inauguration 27 years 

ago and from Dulles I n t e r n a t i o n a l Airport since i t s inaugura­

t i o n four and a h a l f years ago. 

I appear t h i s evening i n general support of those 

sections o f the Proposed Comprehensive Plan f o r the National 

C a p i t a l area d e a l i n g with the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n as outlined 

from pages 108 to page 120, with the f o l l o w i n g comments. 

During these 27 y e a r s , our organization has grown 

from a small f l e e t of 12 v e h i c l e s with 30 employees to the 

present f l e e t of 250 v e h i c l e s and i n excess of 800 employees 

t r a v e l i n g n e a r l y 18 m i l l i o n miles per year. We s e r v i c e 

6,000 a i r l i n e passengers d a i l y and, i f our e n t e r p r i s e i s to 

be s u c c e s s f u l from the standpoint of employment provided to 

members of the community and s e r v i c e to the t r a v e l i n g p u b l i c , 

the v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c s i t u a t i o n must improve. Throughout 

the country, the i n t e r s t a t e system w i t h i n the c i t y cores are 

f u r t h e r along than i n Washington, the Nation's C a p i t a l . 

A i r l i n e i n d u s t r y sources estimate that by the 

year 1985 a i r l i n e t r a f f i c i n and out of the Washington area 

w i l l quadruple. w h i l e the speed of the a i r p l a n e has 

increased from 150 miles an hour to 650 miles an hour i n the 

past 27 y e a r s , the t r i p on the ground to and from the 
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..7/JbJ a i r p o r t s has slowed down to a s n a i l ' s pace with a net l o s s 

i n t o t a l t r a v e l time. 

For example, f l i g h t time between New York and 

Washington i s approximately 40 minutes i n a 727 j e t , a 

distance of 220 m i l e s , whereas, t r a v e l time to and from the 

a i r p o r t s on both ends of the t r i p , a distance of only 

15 m i l e s , consumes, during peak rush hour, one hour and ten 

minutes. 

Congestion on the highways to and from the a i r ­

ports has become a major f a c t o r i n the growth of the a i r ­

l i n e i n d u s t r y . I d e a l l y , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to and from the 

a i r p o r t s should be completed i n the same number of minutes 

during commuter peak periods as completed i n off-peak 

periods. This i s the aim but at present i t i s impossible 

to a t t a i n . 

Our s i t u a t i o n l o c a l l y at Dull e s and National i s 

unique. Because of the r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed on the number 

of f l i g h t operations per hour by the FAA the growth of 

National A i r p o r t should and probably w i l l not be as dynamic 

as the growth at D u l l e s . Washington National w i l l continue 

to serve as the commuter a i r p o r t f o r short-range f l i g h t s , 

New York, P h i l a d e l p h i a , Boston, Richmond, Norfolk. Ground 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l be provided p r i n c i p a l l y by p r i v a t e car, 

limousine, car r e n t a l and the t a x i c a b . 

Experience has proven that rapid t r a n s i t does not 



serve a i r l i n e passengers to and from a i r p o r t s , c h i e f l y 

because of the baggage problems and the theory of i n t e r ­

mingling a i r l i n e passengers with mass t r a n s i t i s i m p r a c t i ­

c a l . 

Two years ago, my associate went to Tokyo for the 

inauguration of the monorail s e r v i c e from the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Airport to the C i t y of Tokyo. Since then, we have p e r i o d i ­

c a l l y received reports on the development of t h i s s e r v i c e 

which proves that the monorail i s cumbersome, i m p r a c t i c a l , 

inconvenient and extremely expensive. A i r l i n e passengers 

prefer using t h e i r p r i v a t e c a r s , t a x i c a b s or limousines on 

the new freeway which was opened at the same time as the 

monorail. 

Only 40 minutes from downtown Washington, we 

today have the most advanced a i r p o r t i n the world. I t i s 

the only a i r p o r t i n the h i s t o r y of the a v i a t i o n i n d u s t r y 

that was not obsolete before i t was completed. With 

National A i r p o r t saturated, scheduled f l i g h t s must be t r a n s ­

ferred to D u l l e s . However, to make Dulles convenient, 

urgent consideration should be given to the l i n k between 

Route 66 and the Roosevelt or Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

The completion of Route 66 and i t s connection with 

the bridges w i l l make i t possible for our luxury motor 

coaches to operate from Dulles to the heart of downtown i n 

25 minutes during off-peak and peak periods. A true rapid 
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T l 8 / j b J t r a n s i t w i l l be r e a l i z e d . 

I t has been d i s t u r b i n g i n the past to observe the 

slowness with which approved highway cons t r u c t i o n moved 

forward and i t i s r e s p e c t f u l l y urged that the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission do a l l w i t h i n i t s power to see 

both cons t r u c t i o n of highway and subway move as q u i c k l y as 

po s s i b l e . 

Page 115 of the report s t a t e s , and I quote, A 

rapid t r a n s i t l i n e should be b u i l t to D u l l e s . I want to 

emphasize that we do not have -- that we do have today the 

f i n e s t rapid t r a n s i t between Dulles and the metropolitan 

area which i s t a i l o r e d e x c l u s i v e l y f or the a i r l i n e passenger. 

F i r s t , we have the Dulles access highway, 14 miles 

of l i m i t e d - a c c e s s highway with a speed l i m i t of 65 miles an 

hour. I t i n turn t i e s i n with the Beltway, g i v i n g the 

f l e x i b i l i t y of going to the west to suburban Maryland, 

Bethesda, S i l v e r Spring or going to the e a s t , A r l i n g t o n , 

F a i r f a x and Alexandria. 

Second, with Route 66 completed and the t i e - i n 

w ith the bridges, you have a p e r f e c t , f l e x i b l e , rapid 

t r a n s i t . 

I n the report on page 116 reference i s made to 

Friendship I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . I t i s the p o s i t i o n of 

Airport Transport that the use of Friendship should not be 

a f a c t o r i n the Washington market u n t i l such time as 
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1 1 8 / j b j National and Dull e s are i n f u l l use. Surface t r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n i s becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y more d i f f i c u l t along the 

Washington-Baltimore Turnpike and the a i r l i n e passengers 

coming and going i n t o the Nation's C a p i t a l should use a 

Washington a i r p o r t . I t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the C i t y of 

Baltimore and i t s surrounding communities to support 

F r i e n d s h i p . Let them support i t . 

I n summary, A i r p o r t Transport appears i n support 

of the plan as proposed, but suggests strongly with respect 

to the a i r p o r t s i t u a t i o n that consideration be given to 

rapid completion of a l l access and egress highways planned 

to the a i r p o r t so as to make possible the handling of 

t r a f f i c that w i l l be developing w i t h i n the next 15 y e a r s . 

F i n a l l y , I would l i k e to indulge the group for a 

moment. At 5:50 p.m. one day l a s t week I was heading on 

Key Bridge from V i r g i n i a , from V i r g i n i a i n t o the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia, the opposite d i r e c t i o n of commuter t r a f f i c . As I 

drove onto the bridge i n my luxury product constructed by 

D e t r o i t ' s f i n e s t , two p r e t t y young g i r l s , bare-footed and 

i n m i n i s k i r t s , a l s o a r r i v e d at the V i r g i n i a entrance to the 

bridge. T h e i r mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was the oldest known. 

They were walking. 

(Applause.) 

A f t e r 20 long minutes and only because the o f f i c e r 

c o n t r o l l i n g the flow of t r a f f i c at the D. C. e x i t of the 
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i ..8/jbj bridge was sympathetic to the obvious f r u s t r a t i o n s of the 

motorist did I manage the cross the bridge a nose ahead of 

the young l a d i e s . 

T h i s i s an example of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n dilemma 

we face today. What w i l l 1985 bring? 

Thank you. 

(Applause,) 

MR. SHEAR: Mr. D. L. Chaney. 

STATEMENT OF: 

D. L. CHANEY 

MR. D. L. CHANEY: Madam Chairman, Members of the 

Commission and O f f i c i a l s : My name i s D. L. Chaney and I 

speak here tonight on my own behalf and I do not represent 

any other group or organization. 

F i r s t , may I st a t e that I am i n favor of the 

tr a n s p o r t a t i o n portion of the 1985 Comprehensive Plan f o r 

the National C a p i t a l . 

I p a r t i c u l a r l y want to speak i n behalf of the 

expressway portions of that plan r a t h e r than the rapid 

t r a n s i t portion. I do not mean by that that I am i n any 

way opposed to the subway system. I think i t ' s very essen­

t i a l . I t h i n k as i t i s planned i t i s e x c e l l e n t and plan­

ning i s under way but the at t a c k s seem to be now upon the 

highway portion of t h i s plan r a t h e r than the rapid t r a n s i t . 

I want to emphasize that I am r e f e r r i n g to the 
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need for a complete expressway system. I think i t ' s h i s ­

tory and I don't need to go back i n t o great d e t a i l except 

to remind you that I n 1956 the I n t e r s t a t e Highway Act was 

passed by Congress and that at that time taxes were l e v i e d 

upon every highway user, four cents per gallon of gas, and a 

tax on t i r e s , automobiles, buses and a l l types of automotive 

equipment was l e v i e d and that tax has been, I s being and has 

been c o l l e c t e d since 1956 and w i l l continue to be c o l l e c t e d 

u n t i l the year 1972, or longer, I f the Congress extends the 

law, which they may very w e l l do. 

Now, we have been paying these t a x e s . We were 

promised a complete expressway system i n r e t u r n f o r the 

ta x e s . I f e e l there i s a moral o b l i g a t i o n on the part of 

public o f f i c i a l s to complete that part of the Public Works 

Program f o r which we are being taxed . 

When the law was l a i d out, the expressway system 

as planned f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia and the metropolitan 

area was part of t h i s i n t e r s t a t e system. Now, people are 

not asking that the whole town of Washington be covered 

with expressways --

(Applause.) 

-- such as many of those who have t e s t i f i e d 

against the highways would have you b e l i e v e . There i s a 

very d e f i n i t e expressway system i n t h i s plan and I only ask, 

and many other people ask that that be completed i n 



112 

T l 8 / j b j accordance with the promise made to us when the taxes were 

le v i e d upon us, and we have been paying these taxes and, as 

I say, w i l l continue to and I f e e l we are only e n t i t l e d to 

that part of the system which was promised to us. Anything 

l e s s than t h i s , I f e e l , would be a fraud upon the p u b l i c , 

public o f f i c i a l s would be l a c k i n g i n t h e i r public duty i f 

they f a i l e d to take i n t o account t h i s act of Congress and 

what i t d i d , both from the standpoint of what they promised 

to give and the means by which they r a i s e d the money for i t . 

T h i s matter of 90/10 money which i s thrown around 

so much, I think we should w e l l keep i n mind when we are 

t a l k i n g about f e d e r a l g i f t s but we are not t a l k i n g about 

f e d e r a l g i f t s ; we are t a l k i n g about the money that every 

highway user has used and I dare say everyone i n t h i s 

auditorium, whether f o r these highways or not, are paying 

t h i s t a x . I be l i e v e there would be very few people i n t h i s 

auditorium or anywhere i n the metropolitan area that does 

not own a car or use a car at some time and, i f you do, you 

are paying t h i s tax and you w i l l continue to pay i t and I 

only ask that our j u s t dues be granted. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: Thank you, Mr. Chaney. 

MR. SHEAR: Mr. Duncan Wall, Metropolitan C i t i z e n s 

Council f o r Rapid T r a n s i t . 
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T l 8 / j b j (No response.) 

I s Mr. Wall here? 

(No response. ) 

Herbert T. Wood, — 

MR. WOOD: Here. 

MR. SHEAR: — who reli n q u i s h e d f i v e minutes of 

hi s time to Mr. Abbott. 

STATEMENT OF: 

HERBERT T. WOOD, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA 

MR. HERBERT T. WOOD: My name i s Herbert Wood. I 

am on the f a c u l t y of the Chemical Engineering Department at 

the C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y of America. I represent the Univer­

s i t y on the Brookland Area Coordinating Council. 

I would l i k e to speak against the freeway system 

as planned f o r the c i t y . I th i n k there are two very serious 

objections that I think are s u f f i c i e n t to cause c a n c e l l a t i o n 

of the plan. 

The f i r s t of these i s the matter of housing. The 

freeway i n . i t s e l f w i l l n e c e s s i t a t e the d e s t r u c t i o n of a 

large number of houses. According to the Highway Depart­

ment, the number to be destroyed i n my neighborhood w i l l be 

387. 

The 1985 Plan i n general advocates the construc­

t i o n of moderate and high d e n s i t y apartment dwellings on the 

land adjacent to the freeway, i n p a r t i c u l a r , near the 
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T l 8 / j b j proposed e x i t s and entrances to the freeway. At present, 

t h i s land i s now occupied by homes. To a very large extent, 

these homes to be destroyed are the homes of f a m i l i e s with 

c h i l d r e n . 

Furthermore, the apartments that are implied by 

the 1985 Plan are not w i t h i n the price range, based on the 

p r i c e s of s i m i l a r multi-bedroom apartments today, w i t h i n 

the price range of the f a m i l i e s , predominantly Negro, itfho 

w i l l be displaced by the freeway and i t s r e l a t e d apartment 

development. 

Now, God only knows where these people are going 

to go. I n t h i s c i t y today, there i s c e r t a i n l y no apartment 

shortage but the housing problem i s downright c r i m i n a l . 

The net r e s u l t of t h i s highway construction w i l l 

be to t u r n the c i t y i n t o a t a r g e t - l i k e a f f a i r with an inner 

r i n g of white, very a f f l u e n t , r e l a t i v e l y t r a n s i e n t people 

surrounded by a hig h l y compressed r i n g of black that 

s t r e t c h e s to E a s t e r n and Southern Avenues and the Potomac 

R i v e r , because these are very unnatural boundaries that the 

Negro i n general cannot c r o s s , which i n turn w i l l be sur­

rounded by the white r i n g of the suburbs. This argument, I 

think, i s s u f f i c i e n t i n I t s e l f to negate the whole freeway 

business. 

T19 The second argument against the freeway i s the 

problem of a i r p o l l u t i o n . 



(Applause.) 

I t has been estimated that 240,000 v e h i c l e s a day 

w i l l use the North Ce n t r a l Freeway, tha t ' s south of the 

1-95 entrance. A short c a l c u l a t i o n w i l l show that t h i s i s 

a r e l a t i v e l y good estimate. Since, as f a r as a i r p o l l u t i o n 

goes, each t r u c k i s equivalent to a good many cars -- I 

couldn't f i n d out from the Public Health Service e x a c t l y 

how many because such a study has not been done — the 

equivalent number of cars w i l l be even higher. 

I f we assume that the cars using the freeway get 

about 15 miles per gallon, then i n the one and a h a l f mile 

s t r e t c h , Rhode I s l a n d Avenue to Providence Hospital, one car 

w i l l burn one-tenth of a gallon of gasoline. I n f i g u r e s I 

obtained from the Public Health Service the exhaust of a 

car i s about 1.5 per cent carbon monoxide. 

A c a l c u l a t i o n shows that on t h i s 1.5-mile s t r e t c h 

of freeway 16.7 tons of carbon monoxide w i l l be produced i n 

a 24-hour period. This i s equivalent to 425,000 cubic f e e t 

of carbon monoxide and, to add i n s u l t to i n j u r y , i n the 

process of burning t h i s gasoline, 242 tons of oxygen, which 

i s f i v e and three-quarters m i l l i o n cubic feet w i l l be taken 

out of our neighborhood. 

I don't breathe very much but t h a t ' s quite a b i t . 

T h i s oxygen w i l l have to be replaced by d i f f u s i o n 

i n t o our neighborhoods while the carbon monoxide w i l l have 
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9 / j b j to d i f f u s e out. 

Now, i n order to check t h i s d i f f u s i o n , l e t us 

assume that at the freeway the carbon monoxide concentra­

t i o n i s j u s t one per cent, not one and a h a l f and a l s o l e t 

us assume that the carbon monoxide concentration f a l l s o f f 

l i n e a r l y with distance becoming zero a mile away from the 

freeway, which i s 20th S t r e e t , i n our neighborhood. This 

would mean at Tenth S t r e e t where Noyes, S t . Anthony's and 

Brookland Schools are located, the concentration of carbon 

monoxide w i l l be .875 . At 1217 Lawrence S t r e e t , where I 

l i v e , i t w i l l be .75 per cent. At 1337 Lawrence S t r e e t , 

the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gaines, i t w i l l be 

.625 percent. At 1434 Newton S t r e e t , the residence of 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Giampietro, i t w i l l be .5 percent and at 

1600 Newton S t r e e t , the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Hewitt, i t w i l l be .375 per cent. 

MR. SHEAR: One minute. 

MR. WOOD: I p a r t i c u l a r l y chose these s i t e s 

because these are the places where at l e a s t four c h i l d r e n 

l i v e . 

I n a recent issue of Science, H. D. Goldberg of 

the Psychology Department of Hofstra U n i v e r s i t y , reported 

work done on r a t s exposed to a i r mixed with automobile 

exhaust, and he chose the a i r i n s i d e of h i s own s t a t i o n 

wagon. He found that these r a t s became retarded i n t h e i r 
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9/jbj mental growth and learned at a r a t e slower than r a t s not 

exposed to such fumes. I t i s very d i f f i c u l t to get c h i l d r e n 

to do such research on. I would hate to see my neighbor­

hood turned I n t o such a laboratory. 

(Applause.) 

On the west side of the — May I have a minute, 

please, 30 seconds? 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Nodding head. ) 

MR. WOOD: On the west side of the t r a c k s , about 

100 yards from the s i t e of the freeway i s the dormitory f o r 

freshman and sophomore g i r l s attending the U n i v e r s i t y . I 

don't think any of your would send your c h i l d r e n I n t o such 

an environment. 

As an a l t e r n a t i v e to the freeway system I n t h i s 

c i t y , I would l i k e to propose that the p r i o r i t y i n funds, 

the 90/10 money, given at present to the freeway be a l l o t t e d 

to the rapid r a i l system. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

(Mr. Wood's f u l l statement i s as f o l l o w s : ) 



Ky name i s Herbert T. Kood, I c:a on the faculty of the Cheaica'l 

Engineering Department at the Catholic University of Aaerica. I re­

present the university oa the Brookland Area Coordinating Council. 

I would l i k e to apeak i n opposition to the freeway system as planned 

for the c i t y . There are two very serious objectless that I think are 

s u f f i c i e n t to cause cancellation of the plan. 

The f i r s t of these i s the natter of housing. The freeway i n i t s e l f 

w i l l neee3sit3te the destruction of a large nurber of houaes. According 

to the Highway Department, the number destroyed I n my neighborhood w i l l 

be about 337. The 1935 plan i n general advocates the construction of 

codarate and high density apartaent dwellings on the land adjacent to 

the freeway, i n p a r t i c u l a r l y , near the proposed e x i t s and entrances to 

the freeway. At present t h i s land i s now occupied by hoaes. To a very 

large extent these houses to be destroyed are .the hemes of families with 

children. Furthermore, the apartments that are i s p l i c d by the 1985 plan 

ere not within the price range (based on the prices of s i a i l a r apartments 

in use today) of the f a r i i l i s s , predosiinantely Negro, who are being di s ­

placed by the freeway end i t s related apartment development. God only 

knows where these people are going to go. In th i s c i t y at the present 

tine there i3 c e r t a i n l y no apartrysat shortens but the houi;*jig problea i s 

c r i a i n a l . . 

The net result of t h i s highway construction w i l l be to turn the c i t y 

into a target l i k e a f f a i r with an inner ring of white, very a f f l u e n t , 

r e l a t i v e l y transient pcopla, surrounded by a highly compressed ring of b l 
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black that stretches to Eastern and Southern Avenues end the Potcaac River, 

because theaa are unnatural b s r r i e r a that the Kegro i n general cannot 

cross, which In tura w i l l be surrounded by the white ring of tha suburbs. 

This argument, I think, i s c u f f i c i c n t i n i t s e l f to negate the whole 

freeway business. 

The second argument against tha freeway i s the problem of a i r pollution. 

I t has been estimated that 240,COO vehicles a day w i l l use tha Horth Central 

Freeway. A short calculation w i l l show'that fchia i s a reasonable eatiaate/ 

Since as f a r as a i r pollution goes each truck i a equivalent to a good 

many cars the equivalent nuxber -of cars i s even higher. 

I f we assume that tha cars using tha freeway gat 15 - l i e s per gallon, 

then i n tha l}l2 n i l s stretch f r c a Rhode Isian-d Avenue to Providence 

Hospital a car w i l l burn .1 of a gallon; of gaaolina. Frees figures 1 

obtained froa tha Public Health Service the exhaust of a car i a 1.5"carbon 

fconoxids. A calculation eho^s that oa t h i s 1.5 n i l e stretch of freeway 

16.7 tons of carbon cx-noxida v r i l l ba produced i n a 24 hour period. This i s 

equivalent to about 452,CCO cubic feet of carbon conexide. Furthermore, i n 

the process of burning tha gasoline w i l l use up 242 tens of oxygen which i s 

5 3/4 n i l l i o n cubic feet. This oxygen w i l l have to be replaced by diffusion 

into our neighborhood while the carbon eonoxida v r i l l have to diffuse out. 

Let us assume that at the freeway the carbon aoooxids concentration i s 

about 12 . Considering the t r a f f i c flow t h i s i s a reasonable estimate. Also, 
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l e t us assone that the carbon acnoxido concentration f a l l s cf l i n e a r l y 

with distance becoming zero a telle a^ray at 20th Street. This would 

•wen that at 10th Street where Uoyes, St. Anthony's, end Brookland 

schools ore located, the concentration of carbon conoxide w i l l ba .8752; 

at 1217 Lawrence Street, hvfcnr*'I l i v e , i t t r i l l be .752; at 1337 Lawrence 

St r e s t , rthe residence of f i r . and l i r e . Thoaas Gaines, i t w i l l be .6252; at 

1432 Kewton Street, the residence of Mr* ft Mrs. Alex Gicspietro, I t w i l l be 

.502 ; and at l&CO Kewton Street, the residence of Kr. ft Mrs. Fred Kswitt, 

i t w i l l be .3752. X p a r t i c u l a r l y chose these s i t e s because at a l l of these 

places there are ct le a s t four children. In a recent i i s u e of Science, 

II.D. Goldberg of the psychology department of Ubfstra University, reported 

work done on r a t s exposed to a i r mixed with automobile exhaust. Ke found 

that these rata became retarded i n t h e i r aestal growth and learned at a 

rata slower t h j a r a t s cot neposcd to cuch funes. I t i s very d i f f i c u l t to 

get dhildren to perfora such experisanta on. I hope that lay neighborhood 

w i l l not ba converted into euch a laboratory. 

On tha west side of the tracks, shout ICO yards from tha s i t e of the 

freeway is• t h a dcraitory for frcsha&n and eophoaore g i r l s attending the 

univaraity. I thltik perhaps that you vo'ild have second thoughts about 

sending your children into ouch en unhealthy environsent. 

AS en alte r n a t i v e to the frscway systcai i n t h i s c i t y I would l i k e to 

propose that tha p r i o r i t y and funds given at present to the freeway be 

alloted to the rapid r a i l system. 
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'.1bJ STATEMENT OF: 

C. E. HALL, REGIONAL MANAGER, 
EASTERN GREYHOUND LINES 

MR. SHEAR: The next witness was to have been 

Mr. C. E. H a l l , Regional Manager, Ea s t e r n Greyhound L i n e s , 

who f i l e d a statement f o r the record. 

(Mr. H a l l ' s statement reads as f o l l o w s : ) 



STATEMENT OF CECIL E. HALL, REGIONAL MANAGER FOR 
EASTERN GREYHOUND LINES 

before the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

June 14, 1967 

Madam Chairman and members of the Committee: 

My name i s C e c i l E. H a l l . I am Regional Manager for Eastern Greyhound 

Lines (a Divi s i o n of Greyhound Lines, I n c . ) , a common c a r r i e r of passengers ope­

rating under authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Greyhound, by the very nature of our business, has long been concerned 

with the proper development of our nation's roads and streets and I am appearing 

before your Committee i n support of the entire highway program for the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia. 

In the performance of regular service, Eastern Greyhound operates a 

t o t a l of approximately 300 schedules d a i l y into and out of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

While we operate from the D i s t r i c t both north, south, east and west, the greatest 

portion of our service i s at present either north or south through the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia. To perform this service, our buses t r a v e l over c i t y streets from our 

terminal, which i s located on New York Avenue between 11th and 12th Streets, to 

the Maryland Line and onto the Washington-Baltimore Expressway or to the Vi r g i n i a 

l i n e onto the Shirley Highway. Otter main service routes are west over Massachu­

setts and Wisconsin Avenues to Interstate 70 and southwest v i a Key Bridge to 

Interstate 66. 

Additional time must of necessity be added to our schedules during 

certain hours to compensate for time l o s t i n heavy t r a f f i c . I n order to provide 

e f f i c i e n t , comfortable, safe and economical service to our customers, we need good 

..Aghway transportation f a c i l i t i e s . Present t r a f f i c volumes in the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia w i l l no doubt double by 1900 and unless the highways are allowed to 

proceed as planned and scheduled, the Nation's Capitol w i l l be strangled i n a 
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hopeless mass of t r a f f i c . Hore and more tou r i s t s are coming to Washington by car 

and bus. Every new or improved highway adds to the enjoyment of the beauties of 

the overall network of freeways that are needed in the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

I n j u s t about every other major c i t y i n the country approximately the 

size of Washington, i t i s possible to approach a downtown terminal v i a expressways. 

Yet, as the t o u r i s t crosses the D i s t r i c t l i n e , he finds that our Nation's Capitol 

i s s t r i k i n g l y d i f f e r e n t . Most tou r i s t s expect to find something differ e n t i n D. C. 

but not a lack of freeways and congested t r a f f i c before they even approach the 

downtown area. 

Quite naturally, we are concerned with the t o u r i s t and traveler because 

they constitute a large part of our business. The t o u r i s t industry should not be 

of concern to us alone, but to the entire c i t y of Washington. The tou r i s t trade 

brings millions of dollars to D i s t r i c t business and commercial interests each year. 

Thus, a large part of the l o c a l economy i s dependent upon a healthy t o u r i s t trade. 

I f we are to meet the needs of our growing economy, we must improve our 

system of roads and s t r e e t s . We estimate that by using the proposed freeways, our 

schedules can be reduced by approximately 15 minutes over each route which w i l l 

save valuable time for our customers. Even more important, freeway t r a v e l w i l l 

substantially reduce the accident potential for us and a l l other motorists. 

Highways and freeways have proven to be the most adaptable and best 

means yet developed for the mass movement of goods and people throughout the nation 

The benefits of an e f f e c t i v e and f u l l y connected freeway system are j u s t as appli­

cable here i n Washington as they are i n any other major c i t y . 

We, therefore, respectfully urge your prompt approval of the complete 

highway program. 
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MR. SHEAR: Simon L. Cain, President, Lamond-

Riggs C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n . 

(Applause.) 

STATEMENT OF: 

SIMON L. CAIN, PRESIDENT, 
LAMOND-RIGGS CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 

MR. SIMON L. CAIN: Madam Chairman and Fellow 

Members of the National C a p i t a l Planning Commission: My 

name i s Simon L. Cain, President of the Lamond-Riggs C i t i ­

zens Association, representing over 3,000 f a m i l i e s i n an 

area from Underwood Place, Northeast, to Kansas Avenue, 

Northeast, to Eastern Avenue and f o l l o w i n g E a s t e r n Avenue 

to Galloway S t r e e t , Northeast, and then west to the 

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad t r a c k s , and then f o l l o w i n g the 

bracks back to Underwood Place, Northwest. 

I'm s o r r y . I have Northeast. I t should be North 

v:e s t . 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t i o n of the Proposed 1985 

Plan for the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s such that i t determine 

the whole character of the plan. The plan i t s e l f appears t 

be b u i l t around the proposed freeways. I t must be remem­

bered that we are dealing here with a l i v i n g t h i n g . This 

i s a l i v e e n t i t y , a body p o l i t i c . 

The newspapers c h a r a c t e r i z e most c i t i z e n t e s t i ­

mony on t h i s subject as emotional but these are the f a c t s . 
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': • j'tg I would l i k e to ask you i f you have ever seen emotion i n a 

state of death. Of course not. The D i s t r i c t of Columbia 

i s a l i v e e n t i t y . When a surgeon attempts to amputate a 

limb without the a p p l i c a t i o n of an anesthesia, the patient 

h o l l e r s . T h i s i s l i f e . 

Unfortunately --

(Applause.) 

Unfortunately, there are forces constantly at 

work s t r i v i n g to e v i s c e r a t e t h i s very c i t y . They w i l l stop 

at nothing --

(Applause.) 

-- and w i l l use p r a c t i c a l l y any means to accom­

p l i s h t h i s end. I t would be done by freeway construction 

through v i t a l areas of the c i t y . Thousands of people 

throughout the c i t y w i l l be l e f t homeless by t h i s ambitious 

road-building program. 

(Applause.) 

Homeless, because the c a p a b i l i t y of the D i s t r i c t 

to rehouse i t s af f e c t e d c i t i z e n s i n comparable housing i s 

v i r t u a l l y non-existent. 

(Applause.) 

The D i s t r i c t ' s boundaries are f i x e d . I t cannot 

expand. The c i t i z e n s are s i c k and t i r e d of being fed a l o t 

of propaganda about housing when everybody knows t h i s i s 

f a l s e . The people are not f o o l s . 
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j'oj There must a l i m i t a t i o n imposed on the power of 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government to condemn p r i v a t e 

housing under circumstances as presently e x i s t . 

(Applause.) 

Where large numbers of c i t i z e n s are compressed 

w i t h i n the j u r i s d i c t i o n a l boundaries of a government, many 

of whom are i l l - h o u s e d and some with no housing at a l l , 

such a government should not be permitted to e x e r c i s e i t s 

power of condemnation to deprive i t s c i t i z e n s of good, 

sound, decent housing. 

(Applause.) 

I t must provide a comparable house for each one 

i t condemns. 

(Applause.) 

Th i s the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Government does not 

do. I n s t e a d , i t sends out i t s agents to ask taxpaying 

c i t i z e n s of the United States and of the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia to p r a c t i c a l l y give t h e i r homes away to the 

D i s t r i c t Government f o r a measly few thousand d o l l a r s . 

(Applause.) 

This i s done under the guise of f a i r market 

value, so that commuters may reach t h e i r jobs more q u i c k l y . 

What a f a r c e . 

(Applause.) 

Now, i t i s the duty of a government to protect 
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the h e a l t h , s a f e t y , and welfare of i t s c i t i z e n s . Whenever 

any government becomes d e s t r u c t i v e among these ends, i t has 

v i o l a t e d the very mandate of i t s e x i s t e n c e . 

(Applause.) 

S h e l t e r i s one of the bas i c n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e . 

Here we would have thousands of taxpaying c i t i z e n s kicked 

out t h e i r homes by the very government they pay taxes to 

support f o r a North Central Freeway, which has not been 

j u s t i f i e d . 

(Applause.) 

T h i s , together with i t s interchanges and 1-95* 

the need for which has never been j u s t i f i e d , and the t r a f f i c 

volume nowadays i s l e s s than that which was projected. 

Many people l i v i n g i n Montgomery County no longer work i n 

the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. T h e i r jobs have moved to the 

suburbs. 30 per cent of the land i n the D i s t r i c t of 

Columbia i s already devoted to s t r e e t s and highways. 

Another 30 per cent i s devoted to tax-exempt a c t i v i t i e s and 

only a measly 35 per cent i s now subject to t a x a t i o n . 

The tax base should be broadened not narrowed. 

We b e l i e v e that t h i s --

(Applause.) 

We b e l i e v e that t h i s whole scheme i s engineered 

by n o n - D i s t r i c t forces and the highway lobby. 

(Applause.) 
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T 2 0 j d l Now, we have reached the point where we must 

make a choice between our homes and our automobiles. Now, 

the choice to be made here i s obvious, l a d i e s and gentle­

men and members of the Commission. 

The proposed North C e n t r a l Freeway, 1-95, and 

the inner loop are deeply resented by a l l c i t i z e n groups 

and i n d i v i d u a l s . 

(Applause.) 

I t i s my understanding that the D i s t r i c t i s 

requesting a i r r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n so that i t may house i t s 

c i t i z e n s over these proposed freeways i n high r i s e a p a r t ­

ments. This i s both i d i o t i c and s t u p i d . 

(Applause.) 

Not only i s t h i s type of housing unhealthy and 

uns a n i t a r y , but i t i s the most expensive type that one can 

con s t r u c t . Let those who advocate t h i s type of housing 

become tenants t h e r e i n . 

(Applause.) 

Lamond-Riggs i s u n a l t e r a b l y opposed to t h i s concept. 

This i s almost l i k e b u i l d i n g housing over the Kenilworth 

Dump. 

(Laughter and applause.) 

P o l l u t i o n , i n d e s c r i b a b l e . I t i s u n f i t f o r human 

h a b i t a t i o n , whether the f a m i l i e s be poor or r i c h . 

I n t aking houses f o r public use, the D i s t r i c t ought to 
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)id2 be required to not only provide comparable housing but 

comparable mortgages a t comparable i n t e r e s t r a t e s . 

(Applause.) 

The D i s t r i c t should a l s o be prohibited from 

exacting a year or a h a l f year's taxes from i t s poor c i t i z e n s 

when i t takes property f o r public use. This i s oppressive. 

(Applause.) 

We are unequivocally opposed to the North C e n t r a l 

Freeway, 1-95, the Inner Loop, both North and South Leg 

and the Three S i s t e r s Bridge as proposed i n the 1985 Plan. 

(Applause.) 

Now, we are doing our best to avoid long hot 

summers i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia but attempting to ram 

a freeway program such as the one proposed down our throats 

thereby magnifying an already e x i s t i n g acute housing 

shortage and boxing i n neighborhoods i s c r e a t i n g a f e r t i l e 

climate f o r seething summers. 

(Applause.) 

This can be ditautrcuo . 

As a s o l u t i o n to the the t r a f f i c problem i n the 

D i s t r i c t , we propose an e f f i c i e n t mass t r a n s i t system with 

Itw own independent right-of-way. I t w i l l move large 

numbers of people economically and e f f i c i e n t l y . This w i l l 

balance an already unbalanced system. We oppose the con­

s t r u c t i o n of huge parking l o t s a t mass t r a n s i t s t a t i o n s i n 
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the D i s t r i c t of Columbia to accommodate commuter's auto­

mobiles, as we have three f r i n g e parking l o t s now. Land i s 

f a r too scarce i n the D i s t r i c t f o r such an undertaking. 

(Applause.) 

We b e l i e v e such accommodations should be located 

on other than D i s t r i c t s o i l . This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y true 

at the Riggs Road S t a t i o n proposed i n the 1985 Plan. Maximum 

use of busses should be made to feed the mass t r a n s i t l i n e s . 

We f u r t h e r propose that i f , a f t e r a mass t r a n s i t 

system i s i n e f f e c t , there e x i s t s a need f o r a d d i t i o n a l 

highways, they should be put under the ground. I t i s known --

(Applause.) 

I t i s known that we can never b u i l d enough highways 

to accommodate a i l of the automobiles w i t h i n the framework 

of our e x i s t i n g s o c i e t y . 

(Applause.) 

Let us take note before i t i s too l a t e , f o r what 

you c a l l progress i s fraught with s e l f defeat and i n the 

end there w i l l be great weeping and gnashing of t e e t h . 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

MR. SHEAR: Mr.. Bernard Cain, S e c r e t a r y , Brookland 

C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n . 
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f20jd4 STATEMENT OF: 

BERNARD CAIN, SECRETARY, BROOKLAND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 

MR. BERNARD CAIN: Good evening, l a d i e s and 

gentlemen. I r e a l i z e the hour i s l a t e so I w i l l t r y to be 

very b r i e f . 

My name i s Bernard Cain and I am representing 

the Brookland C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n . 

The Brookland C i t i z e n s A s s o c i a t i o n of the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia has, since i t s beginning i n 1892, been one of the 
0 

strongest supporters of public works, u t i l i t i e s , t r e e 

p l a n t i n g s , roads, sidewalks, schools and publi c t r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n . We s t i l l have l i v i n g members i n t h i s area that saw 

a l l of these developments take place and they are s t i l l 

i n t e r e s t e d i n what i s going on today and they are s t i l l l i v i n g 

i n t h i s a rea. 

We began 75 years ago to develop the neighborhood 

and f o r the l a s t s e v e r a l years we have opposed the North 

Ce n t r a l Freeway. 

(Applause.) 

We are deeply disturbed a t the spectacle that t h i s 

Commission has made of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n issue and f o r t h i s 

I r e f e r you to the notice of the public hearing and we are 

c a l l e d down here to debate what i s going on. Then I t h i n k , 

i f you w i l l read down here i n the f i n e p r i n t , i t says under 

outlook, item ( 4 ) , and I w i l l read i t f o r the record: 
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'20jd5 On A p r i l 4, 19^7* the Commission approved 

proposed modifications of the authorized system which would 

delete c e r t a i n sections of the Columbia Heights Route and 

the connections of the East C a p i t o l and G S t r e e t and 

Benning Road connection to the Pentagon Route by a l i n e 

through the Southwest employment area and the f e d e r a l --

and I don't know what the I n s t word i s . I t ' s not on there. 

But t h i s j u s t goes to show you that we are asked 

to make references to some de c i s i o n t h a t ' s already been made 

and that's why I'm not going to spend any time and t a l k on 

i t . 

(Applause.) 

We a l l know that as of September some other body 

outside of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia i s completely and 

emphatically going to c o n t r o l t h i s whole t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

system as f a r as mass rapid t r a n s i t i s concerned and we'd 

be f o o l i s h to stand up here and spend a whole l o t of time 

even d i s c u s s i n g i t . 

We knoitf the mandate of Congress. Let's wake up 

and di s c u s s something we can do something about, t h i s freeway 

program. 

(Applause.) 

We support the r a i l rapid t r a n s i t system as 

authorized by the Congress and abhor the A p r i l 6 modifications 

approved by t h i s Commission. 
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Ojd6 The f o l l o w i n g statement to the Senate 

Appropriations Committee, D i s t r i c t of Columbia, May 4 , 

1 9 6 6 , by t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n w i l l be repeated f o r the b e n e f i t 

of those i n t e r e s t e d . 

On May 2 5 t h , 1 9 6 6 , General Duke and Mr. Hartzog 

entered i n t o an agreement i n which the National Park S e r v i c e 

would support the Highway Department's, General Duke's, 

proposals f o r the l o c a t i o n and construction of the North 

C e n t r a l Freeway. 

1 By the way, t h i s i s i n Brookland. 

Yet, on January 3rd, 1967* former Engineer 

Commissioner General Duke appeared a t a deposition s h o r t l y 

before h i s t r a n s f e r to Vietnam and stated that he had not 

read a s i n g l e word of the testimony i n opposition to the 

North C e n t r a l Freeway given at public hearings on February 

4 and February 5 , 1 9 6 5 . 

Now, l i s t e n to the doubletalk we get from the 

National C a p i t a l Planning Commission. Again, we can read 

from our newspapers, stage two: 

1 9 7 3 - 1 9 o 5 . This stage should be devoted to 

con s t r u c t i o n of a d d i t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s of each kind i n cor­

r i d o r s and l o c a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d a f t e r study of the impact 

of elements b u i l t i n the f i r s t stage. Continued research 

and experience w i l l guide p o l i c i e s of management of a l l 

f a c i l i t i e s and lead to f u r t h e r decisions on f u r t h e r extensions 
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?21 jd7 This i s a l l w e l l and good but i t i s not true 

and i t i s not l o g i c a l because f u r t h e r down the page, quote: 

Freeways. The only a d d i t i o n a l freeways elements 

to be considered i n the second stage would be item 

a, item b, item c, et c e t e r a . 

Now, how can we l o g i c a l l y perceive that we are 

going to discus s f u r t h e r extensions and we are going to t r y 

to make plans when here we already l i s t some of the decisions 

that have taken place i n stage two? Let's r e a l l y come down 

to some of the bare f a c t s and stop putting out t h i s kind of 

doubletalk. 

(Applause.) 

Woris w i l l not solve the problem. I t w i l l be up to 

you to place the emphasis on the fundamental v a l u e s . As 

Admiral Rickover s a y s , " S h a l l we l e t the Highway Department 

browbeat us in t o meekly accepting t h e i r arguments that the 

t e c h n i c a l advantages of super freeways i n t o the downtown area 

outweighs t r a d i t i o n , e s t h e t i c s , solemn promises to preserve 

an area and i t s beauty without wrecking schools, playgrounds, 

parks and homes?" 

W i l l the community of Brookland s u r v i v e ? 

Members, the d e c i s i o n i s up to you. 

In recent days there have been numerous r i o t s i n 

various parts of the U.S. I t appears to me that the displaced 

home owners, because of the freeways, would have a much more 
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righteous reason to r i o t . I f I were a member of the National 

C a p i t a l Planning Commission, whether I were here tonight or 

whether I was s i t t i n g somewhere e l s e , I would not want on 

my conscience, should t h i s type of r i o t t r a n s p i r e , hasty 

a c t i o n on unwanted freeways which could probably produce 

t h i s unfortunate trouble. 

As a recommendation to the newspapers of the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia who are against my p o s i t i o n as being 

opposed to c e r t a i n segments of the freeway and as a request 

of some of the radio s t a t i o n s , I think i t would be a great 

s e r v i c e to the c i t i z e n s of the Nation's C a p i t a l and to the 

people of the region who are s u r e l y i n t e r e s t e d i n what i s 

going on, what the National C a p i t a l Planning Commission i s 

doing, that the t r a n s c r i p t i o n that i s ta k i n g place today 

be made a v a i l a b l e to them so i t could be broadcast so that 

people could get the f u l l view of what i s sai d by a l l the 

p a r t i c i p a n t s here tonight. 

Thank you very much. 

(Applause.) 

MR, SHEAR: Mr. Robert P. Koch. 

STATEMENT OP: 

ROBERT P. KOCH 

MR. ROBERT F. KOCH: My name i s Robert P. Koch. I 

am appearing as an i n d i v i d u a l . I am not a member of any 

c i t i z e n s a s s o c i a t i o n or pressure group, I do not belong to 
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T21jd9 t h e s o - c a l l e d highway lobby. I am i n fa v o r of every freeway 

and parkway on your Plan together w i t h the Three S i s t e r s 

Bridge and the Ea s t Leg of the Inner Loop. 

A VOICE: Where do you l i v e ? 

MR. KOCH: During the l a s t s e v e r a l years I and 

hundreds and thousands of others l i k e myself have stood by 

and r e l i n q u i s h e d the arena to ob j e c t o r s , c r i t i c s and s p o i l e r s , 

a l l w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d --

MR. ABBOTT: Where do you l i v e ? 

MR. KOCH: I ' l l repeat my statement. I didn't 

i n t e r r u p t you, Mr. Abbott. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE:(Pounding gavel) I do expect courtesy 

from the audience. 

MR. ABBOTT: We've heard the name, t e l l us t h a t . 

MR. KOCH: I have l i v e d i n the Washington area i n 

and out of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia f o r the l a s t 27 y e a r s , 

that v i c i n i t y . 

MR. ABBOTT: I n and out of the D i s t r i c t ? 

MR. KOCH: Yes, the suburbs. 

A VOICE: I n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia? 

MR. KOCH: A l l r i g h t . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding gav e l ) Please. 

MR. KOCH: Why don't the r e s t of you come up here 

and t a l k , s ince you are so vocal? 

I t h i n k i f I had s a i d I was against freeways, why, 
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P21jdl0 I would have been allowed to speak. I f t h i s i s a democratic 

process, I th i n k I should be accorded the same courtesy that 

you accorded Mr. Abbott. 

MR. ABBOTT: I s your home i n jeopardy, Mr. Koch? 

MR. KOCH: -- I — 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding gavel) Please, we 

s t i l l have a number of witnesses. 

MR. KOCH: During the l a s t s e v e r a l years I and 

hundred of thousands of others l i k e myself have stood by and 

rel i n q u i s h e d the arena to ob j e c t o r s , c r i t i c s and s p o i l e r s --

I w i l l repeat i t u n t i l I am heard, i f you don't 

mind. 

VOICES: We heard you. Go on. 

MR. KOCH: -- a l l w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d people but 

e n t i r e l y negative i n t h e i r t h i n k i n g . Some have been thoughtful 

and r e s t r a i n e d ; others have been noisy, dramatic and p l e n t i f u l . 

So much so that the impression has been created that the e n t i r e 

c i t i z e n r y i s up i n arms about the freeways. 

C e r t a i n members of the National C a p i t a l Planning 

Commission have, unf o r t u n a t e l y , been so impressed by these 

negative comments and demonstrations that during the l a s t few 

years we have seen the astounding spectacle of the Planning 

Commission t e a r i n g down i t s own approved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n plan 

of 1959. 

(Applause.) 
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2J jd11 To l i s t e n to the ob j e c t o r s , i t would seem as 

though the e n t i r e C a p i t a l area was being paved with freeways. 

This i s not t r u e . 

(Laughter.) 

Look at the large hole i n the Northwest s e c t i o n . 

(Laughter.) 

I don't see any orange l i n e t h e r e . That has been 

deleted. There was one there at one time. There were other 

l i n e s there a t one time. 

There are no tr a n s v e r s e routes to l i n k such r a d i a l 

routes as are planned. I don't know how some of you people 

get across town but I have to t r a v e l to get cross-town on 

the s t r e e t s that your c h i l d r e n are p l a y i n g near. I don't 

want to do i t . I'd l i k e to have a route that I could avoid 

your neighborhoods. 

MR. ABBOTT: Take a bus. 

(Laughter.) 

MR. KOCH: I'm a f r a i d of g e t t i n g yoked and robbed, 

i f I go on some of your busses. That's what's happening to 

some of the bus d r i v e r s . 

We are now a t a point where the freeway and parkway 

system under consideration c o n s t i t u t e s l e s s than h a l f , perhaps 

40 per cent of the mileage judged necessary eight years ago by 

t h i s very Planning Commission and, of that very modest system 

now being discussed here, we f i n d a c e r t a i n group of 
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2 1 j d l 2 Commission members p u b l i c l y and s o l i d l y aligned against 

c e r t a i n major elements of the Plan. I t looks l i k e we are 

going backwards and I would l i k e to ask the Commission to 

stop c u t t i n g into i t s plans before there i s nothing l e f t . 

I t h i n k , considering that t h i s i s the C a p i t a l of 

our Nation and the c a p i t a l of the world, we are g i v i n g a 

r a t h e r s o r r y example of progress to our country and to the 

world . 

The hundreds of thousands of people who must 

t r a v e l i n and out of Washington to t h e i r work and the m i l l i o n s 

of c i t i z e n s of our country who v i s i t our Nation's C a p i t a l 

are e n t i t l e d to get i n and out of the c i t y without the 

tremendous waste that our r i d i c u l o u s l y outmoded t r a f f i c 

conditions are causing d a i l y . 

These m i l l i o n s of people are not here tonight but 

I t h i n k i t ' s about time that t h e i r i n t e r e s t be considered 

and thrown i n t o the balance against the r e l a t i v e l y small 

number of ob j e c t o r s . 

MR. ABBOTT: You don't speak f o r them. You speak 

f o r y o u r s e l f . 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding gavel) Please. 

MR. KOCH: The p r i n c i p l e involved here i s the 

grea t e s t good f o r the greatest number. I th i n k everyone i n 

t h i s auditorium has to consider that f o r b e t t e r or f o r worse 

we are l i v i n g i n the C a p i t a l of our Nation and i t doesn't 
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2 1 j d l 3 belong e n t i r e l y to us. I do not suggest that we r i d e 

roughshod over the people whose homes and i n t e r e s t s are 

a f f e c t e d . 

(Applause.) 

I t h i n k that t h e i r problems have to be solved 

as part of the planning process but I don't b e l i e v e that 

problems should be allowed to h a l t progress e n t i r e l y . We 

can't keep the s t a t u s quo and have progress as w e l l . Nothing 

can stop the growth of t h i s area and we, I t h i n k , had b e t t e r 

provide f o r t h i s growth before i t ' s too l a t e . 

T22 I request that the National C a p i t a l Planning Com­

mission do I t s job, get the show on the road and buil d some­

thing and stop planning and hearings. 

(A chorus of boos and applause.) 

MR. SHEAR: Morton S. R a f f , Transportation Chairman, 

Montgomery County C i t i z e n s Planning A s s o c i a t i o n . 

STATEMENT OP: 

MORTON S. RAFF, TRANSPORTATION CHAIRMAN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS PLANNING ASSOCIATION 

MR. MORTON S. RAFF: I n view of the lateness of 

the hour, I w i l l not repeat my name and a f f i l i a t i o n which you 

j u s t heard. 

Madam Chairman, members of the Planning Commission: 

The Montgomery County C i t i z e n s Planning A s s o c i a t i o n appreciates 

t h i s opportunity to present our ideas on the Transportation 
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l21jdl4 Section of the proposed Comprehensive Plan f o r the National 

C a p i t a l . 

While the area of most d i r e c t i n t e r e s t to us i s 

i n Maryland, outside the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, we be l i e v e 

s t r o n g l y i n the importance of r e g i o n a l planning which does 

not s t a r t and stop a t p o l i t i c a l boundary l i n e s . The e x i s t i n g 

and proposed t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s are intended to serve 

D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s who work or shop outside the D i s t r i c t , 

as w e l l as those who remain i n s i d e . 

They a l s o serve many thousands of suburban re s i d e n t s 

who commute to jobs i n the c i t y or to stores and places of 

r e c r e a t i o n . Our County i n Maryland i s a part of your 

metropolitan region, and we want to work with you i n planning 

a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system which w i l l be good f o r a l l of us i n 

both c i t y and suburbs. 

I want to speak about both major parts of the 

tr a n s p o r t a t i o n system, the r a i l rapid t r a n s i t and the f a c i l ­

i t i e s f o r p r i v a t e automobiles. The subway w i l l be of 

immense value to a large c i t y w i t h a concentrated downtown 

area l i k e Washington's. The Ass o c i a t i o n which I represent 

i s delighted that progress i s at l a s t being made toward 

g e t t i n g the subway b u i l t . Convenient, comfortable rapid 

t r a n s i t w i l l encourage suburban commuters to leave t h e i r cars 

at home or at o u t l y i n g t r a n s i t stops, f a r from the congested 

parts of the c i t y . 
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T 2 1 j d l 5 The t r a n s i t l i n e s ought to reach f a r into the 

suburbs i n order to serve as many suburbanites as possible 

and a l s o to help c i t y r e s i d e n t s t r a v e l to places of employ­

ment i n the suburbs. We have t o l d t h i s to the Suburban 

T r a n s i t Commission and have indicated our w i l l i n g n e s s to 

pay our f a i r share by supporting new taxes to provide the 

necessary f i n a n c i n g . The use of p r i v a t e automobiles f o r 

d a i l y commuting in t o the heart of the c i t y i s x^asteful of 

space and d i s r u p t i v e of c i t y a c t i v i t i e s and we want the 

a l t e r n a t i v e mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to be made as a t t r a c t i v e 

and as convenient as i s economically f e a s i b l e . 

But t r a n s p o r t a t i o n planning i s not a matter of 

choosing to have subways or freeways. The c i t y and the region 

need both. I do not expect t h i s p o s i t i o n to be popular at 

t h i s hearing but i t i s v a l i d , n e v e r t h e l e s s . There are a 

growing number of t r i p s f o r which public t r a n s i t w i l l never 

be convenient enough. The continuing increase of automobile 

ownership i s one of the f a c t s of l i f e i n our a f f l u e n t s o c i e t y . 

The widespread preference f o r l i v i n g i n i n d i v i d u a l homes, the 

i n c r e a s i n g dispersion of places of employment, and continuing 

rapid population growth make i t c l e a r that the e x i s t i n g 

s t r e e t system w i l l not serve adequately i n the f u t u r e . The 

fun c t i o n of a Planning Commission i s to look ahead, to 

encourage d e s i r a b l e kinds of change, and to set p r i o r i t i e s 

and timetables so that f a c i l i t i e s which w i l l be needed l a t e r 



138 

T22jdlo on w i l l bo ready i n time to meet the needs. 

A l l changes bring pain to some people. At other 

hearings I have heard speakers say, B u i l d public housing 

i n a l l parts of the c i t y but e s p e c i a l l y i n other people's 

neighborhoods. Or they say, B u i l d rapid t r a n s i t but don't 

put large parking l o t s or new high r i s e b u i l d i n g s i n my 

quiet part of the c i t y . Or, the people on the other side 

of Rock Creek Park kept the freeway out, why can't we keep 

i t out of our s i d e , too? Such pleas are always w e l l - i n t e n ­

tioned but somehow the needs of the c i t y as a whole tend to 

be overlooked amidst a l l the s p e c i a l pleading. 

Let us put f i r s t things f i r s t . A growing population 

and growing downtown employment need improved ways of t r a v e l ­

ing. We need a new s w i f t , high-capacity rapid t r a n s i t system. 

We a l s o need improved f a c i l i t i e s f o r p r i v a t e c a r s , i n c l u d i n g 

spacious parking areas near o u t l y i n g t r a n s i t s t a t i o n s and a 

l i m i t e d mileage of new freeways. Your proposals have s t r u c k 

a s e n s i b l e balance between the two kinds of f a c i l i t i e s and I 

hope the noisy opposition to c e r t a i n p r o j e c t s w i l l not deter 

you from planning a more mobile f u t u r e f o r a l l of us. Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

MR. ABBOTT: Where are your f a c t s and f i g u r e s ? 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: (Pounding g a v e l ) . 

MR. SHEAR: Mr. J . C. Turner, President, Greater 

Washington C e n t r a l Labor Council, APL-CIO. 
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j d l 7 (No response.) 

Mr. Marion B a r r y , J u n i o r , C i t i z e n s Committee 

f o r Equal J u s t i c e . 

(Applause.) 

STATEMENT OP: 

MARION BARRY, JR., CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR EQUAL JUSTICE 

MR. MARION BARRY: I am Marion B a r r y , Chairman 

of the C i t i z e n s Committee f o r Lower Bus Fares as w e l l as 

the C i t i z e n s Committee f o r Equal J u s t i c e . 

I am a r a t h e r newcomer to t h i s f i g h t because we 

have been busy t r y i n g to beat the socks o f f of 0* Roy 

Chalk. We've been quite s u c c e s s f u l at that too and we hope 

that we can lend some energy to t r y to get some of these 

freeways stopped i n t h i s c i t y . 

(Applause.) 

I t h i n k part of the problem, as I have been s i t t i n g 

here, we have been t a l k i n g too much about automobiles and 

not about people. 

(Applause.) 

And p a r t i c u l a r l y we have not been t a l k i n g about 

Negroes. We have been t a l k i n g about something way out there. 

But the r e a l i t y i s that the problem a f f e c t s — 80 per cent 

of the people who are a f f e c t e d by the problem are Negroes. 

I thin k t h a t these l i t t l e yellow and red and orange and blue 

and green l i n e s on these maps back here don't t e l l the st o r y 
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12jdl8 because they don't t e l l the misery and the s u f f e r i n g that 

the black people have to undergo. 

(Applause.) 

They don't t e l l how d i f f i c u l t i t i s f o r a Negro 

fa m i l y to go out and f i n d another house a f t e r he's been 

l i v i n g there f o r 20 y e a r s . Those black and orange and green 

and a l l kind of l i n e s don't t e l l the s t o r y of how d i f f i c u l t 

i t i s f o r you to leave your f r i e n d s and your neighbors. 

Those are the kinds of things we ought to be t a l k i n g 

about. Those are the things that t h i s Commission ought to 

be concerned with and, i n f a c t , maybe we ought to rename 

t h i s Commission from the National C a p i t a l Planning Commission 

to the non-planning commission because some of t h e i r plans 

seem l i k e they are nonsense. 

(Applause.) 

And I t h i n k that we have to understand t h a t , Open 

Housing Law or not, Negroes i n t h i s c i t y cannot move in t o 

the suburbs, that housing i s a c r u c i a l problem, that t h i s 

Commission put out a report sometime ago which sa i d that 

one-third of a l l of the people i n Washington l i v e d i n sub­

standard housing and 80 per cent of them were black people. 

I t h i n k that's the c r u c i a l i s s u e of the day. 

We can t a l k about t h e i r r i g h t s , we can t a l k about 

t h i s , we can t a l k about t h a t , but these people need a place 

to go. They need a place to l i v e and they are c i t i z e n s l i k e 
everybody e l s e . 
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T 2 2 i d l 9 I th i n k part of the problem, members of the Com­

mission, i s that 90 per cent of the planners are white, they 

l i v e i n Maryland and V i r g i n i a . They don't care about the 

D i s t r i c t . 

(Applause.) 

They don't care about Negroes i n the D i s t r i c t and, 

i n f a c t , i f I was ingenious enough, maybe we could not have 

t h i s hearing because, i f a number of us got together and 

went to these a r t e r i e s that come i n from Maryland and V i r g i n i a 

and s o r t of kept the planners from coming i n , we wouldn't 

have any planners because tha t ' s where a l l of them l i v e . So 

I t h i n k maybe that's an idea. 

But I think that we have to understand that we need 

housing and not freeways. We need more rapid t r a n s i t and 

not freeways. 

(Applause.) 

We need the 90/10 money to go f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

and not f o r freeways. 

(Applause.) 

We need to understand that as some of these -- as 

some of the f e l l o w s on the s t r e e t say, some of t h i s Commission 

are shucking and j i v i n g and t r y i n g to put us i n a t r i c k bag. 

But we a i n ' t going to be put i n no t r i c k bag and we're going 

to stop them shucking and j i v i n g and get down to business. 

\3 I th i n k we a l s o have to understand that we are at 
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T 2 3 j d 2 0 a serious time i n America. I n 1967 we can see the tensions 

around us. We can see C i n c i n n a t i , Tampa, Alabama, Watts 

and other places and I think that i n a l l these s i t u a t i o n s 

there were s e v e r a l c r u c i a l i s s u e s . 

Number one - You're t a l k i n g about jobs. We talked 

about housing. We talked about police-community r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

Those are the kinds of things that created the f r u s t r a t i o n s 

and put steam i n the b o i l e r . 

So we are here i n Washington, the Nation's 

C a p i t a l , t a l k i n g about moving 1 5 , 0 0 0 f a m i l i e s out of t h e i r 

homes. Where? Who knows? Maybe i n the sky or i n the 

Potomac R i v e r somewhere --

(Applause.) 

-- and then we are t a l k i n g about keeping the peace 

We ought to be i n t e r e s t e d i n j u s t i c e and not i n the peace 

because, without any j u s t i c e , there can be no peace. 

(Applause.) 

So I t h i n k we have to understand that a l o t of us 

are g e t t i n g t i r e d of the t a l k , you know. A l o t of us are 

g e t t i n g t i r e d of coming to these hearings. I j u s t s t a r t e d 

corning and si n c e I have been coming i t ' s enough f o r me. 

Maybe I'm part of that impatient generation but I t h i n k that 

we have to understand I'm t i r e d of t h a t . 

So I t h i n k what we have to do then i s look a t where 

we are i n 1 9 6 7 , look a t what w i l l b e n e f i t the people and not 
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T23jd21 what w i l l b e n e f i t the automobile users n e c e s s a r i l y or the 

highway lobbys and these other f o l k s who have got a l l of 

t h i s money and are excluding us poor people. 

We have to understand those are the issues of the 

day and u n t i l we do that I th i n k that we are going to have 

tr o u b l e . 

And one f i n a l point I want to make, I think what 

we ought to do, and t h i s i s f o r the members of the audience 

more than the Commission f o r they won't j o i n me i n t h i s . I 

thi n k that what we have to do i s leave these hearings, take 

our bodies, and I'm w i l l i n g to go, and stand before those 

b u l l d o z e r s , stand before those concrete mixers, stand before 

those planners and say, H e l l , no, you a i n ' t going to buil d 

no freeway i n t h i s town. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

MR. SHEAR: Mrs. Angela Rooney, Brookland f o r 

People and Trees Committee. 

STATEMENT OF: 

MRS. ANGELA ROONEY, BROOKLAND FOR PEOPLE AND TREES 

COMMITTEE 

MRS. ANGELA ROONEY: General Mathe and other 

government o f f i c i a l s who are here: I hope you were l i s t e n i n g 

and I hope f o r once you w i l l q u i t s m i l i n g tonight because we 

have had i t . 
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I f you do not l i s t e n to Marlon B a r r y , then the 

g u i l t of any r i o t s t h i s summer are r i g h t at your doorstep. 

(Applause.) 

We are not threatening i d l y . We have come here 

hat i n hand, some of us even s h u f f l e d a l i t t l e , t r y i n g to t e l l 

you that t h i s c i t y i s i n trouble and i n big trouble and you 

don't even give us the courtesy most of the time of coming, 

much l e s s ever answering any of our questions. 

Between us and d i s a s t e r stand people l i k e Marion 

Barry who are l i s t e n i n g c l o s e l y to what the man i n the s t r e e t 

i s telling and saying and t h i n k i n g and f e e l i n g and you had 

b e t t e r l i s t e n to him and to those of us who are t r y i n g to 

communicate at d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s . 

There i s no more nonsense to be gone on about the 

pure i v o r y tower of the planners. I t i s too l a t e to run to 

those i v o r y towers where you plan with your college degrees 

and nothing e l s e . 

(Applause.) 

I am Angela Rooney and I'm a member of the Emergency 

Committee on the Transportation C r i s i s , the Brookland Neighbor­

hood C i v i c A s s o c i a t i o n . I am a member of the Transportation 

Committee of the Brookland Coordinating Council but tonight I 

am speaking f o r a r e l a t i v e l y modest committee, Brookland f o r 

People and Trees and t h i s statement I am reading was w r i t t e n 
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T23jd23 by Maria Worris who has been at these hearings many times 

before and who, though she i s now temporarily l i v i n g i n 

Puerto Rico, f e l t very keenly about what i s happening i n 

the Nation's C a p i t a l , and t h i s i s her statement. 

The most detrimental projects f o r Northeast Wash­

ington, e s p e c i a l l y f o r Brookland, are the North C e n t r a l 

Freeway, the Northeast Freeway, the F o r t Drive Freeway, 

r e f e r r e d to as Extended E a s t e r n Avenue, possible extensions 

of the North Leg along the New York Avenue c o r r i d o r , formerly 

an i n t e g r a l part of the freeway system and formerly c a l l e d 

the North teg, E a s t Section of the Inner Loop, the massive 

interchange at Rhode I s l a n d Avenue and 10th S t r e e t s , North­

east and a t South Dakota Avenue and G a l l a t i n S t r e e t s , North­

east and the new bridges, approaches and ramps along the 

routes. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that the North Leg, 

East Section along New York Avenue and the F o r t Drive Freeway 

were supposed to be dropped from Highway Department plans 

but now appear i n the NCPC Plan, as though they were something 

new. 

They are not new p r o j e c t i o n s . They are old p r o j e c t s 

given vague nomenclature. Apparently plans f o r freeway 

extensions are pending as much as ever. 

Our primary purpose now i s that these freeways s h a l l 

not be b u i l t . Our opposition echos the questions of c i t i z e n s 
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T23jd24 everywhere i n the D i s t r i c t concerning our common problem, 

the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of communities and neighborhood i d e n t i f i ­

c a t i o n , g h e t t o i z a t i o n , the l a c k of clean a i r to breathe, 

p i t i f u l r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s and the t o t a l i n j u s t i c e of 

spending our money f o r freeways when we beg f o r schools and 

homes and rapid t r a n s i t . 

(Applause.) 

We are a l s o opposed on the bas i s that the t o t a l 

Federal Highway Act and i t s lobbies scheme to f u r n i s h us 

an absurd and ludicrous j u x t a p o s i t i o n of a r u r a l i n t e r s t a t e 

freeway system i n the midst of an urban environment. 

So f a r the NCPC, at i t s community l e v e l meetings 

on the 1985 Plan, has not been able to answer the questions 

put to i t by the c i t i z e n s . We must, t h e r e f o r e , assume that 

the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and planning s t a f f , along w i t h the D. C. 

Highway Department, have no v a l i d explanations. 

(Applause.) 

There are 13 points here but i n the i n t e r e s t of 

time, and I am sure with Mrs. W o r r i s l s approval, I w i l l s k i p 

them because, as u s u a l , there would be no answers. 

I would simply l i k e to point out one more t h i n g . 

Why has the NCPC ignored the experience of c i t i e s 

which have constructed freeways systems galore and have found 

that freeways do not solve t h e i r t r a f f i c problem, that freeways 

generate more t r a f f i c , that freeways have hindored development 



147 

T23jd25 and the most e f f i c i e n t u t i l i z a t i o n of rapid t r a n s i t ? 

Mr. McCarter, I hope you're l i s t e n i n g . 

(Applause.) 

The governments are f i n d i n g i t necessary to 

rec o n s t r u c t r a i l systems that they were so eager to abandon 

because freeways are i n e f f i c i e n t and because they have 

reduced the needed urban acreage. 

I w i l l q u i c k l y mention the three c i t i e s where t h i s 

i s being done. P h i l a d e l p h i a , Cleveland and Chicago. 

Independent a r c h i t e c t s , c i t y planners, mayors, 

congressmen and even some senators have a l s o a l l spoken out 

against the urban freeways. I n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s , i t i s 

r a i l systems which move the g r e a t e r number of people at 

g r e a t e r speed and i n f a r greater s a f e t y . 

Urban freeways, obsolete before they are b u i l t , 

have been oversubsidized long enough. We demand that every 

cent of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n funds should be d i r e c t e d to the 

T24 development of an e f f i c i e n t rapid r a i l system. 

(Applause.) 

The NCPC should not serve as a mere echo, and a 

p r e t t y t i r e d one, of the Highway Department and i t s lobby --

(Applause.) 

-- but, i n s t e a d , i t should s t r i k e out and j o i n 

forward-thinking planners i n planning and engineering innova­

tions i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Freeway-bound c i t i e s are the 
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T24jd2o ooncrete examples of how we should not plan. The NCPC 

should stand up and be counted as having the prudence to 

foresee the d i s a s t r o u s consequences of freeway construction 

and therefore to say, No, the voice of the people w i l l be 

heard. 

(Applause.) 

And we w i l l not have any more freeway construction 

i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: We w i l l have j u s t one more speaker, 

Mr. Waters. 

MR. SHEAR: William H. Waters. 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: And then we w i l l have to adjourn 

u n t i l tomorrow evening a t s e v e n - t h i r t y , a f t e r Mr. Waters. 

STATEMENT OF: 

WILLIAM H. WATERS 

MR. WILLIAM H. WATERS: Madam Chairman, members 

of the Commission: I am a longtime r e s i d e n t of the D i s t r i c t 

of Columbia and p r e s e n t l y l i v e a t 4507 MacArthur Boulevard, 

Northwest i n the Washington P a l i s a d e s Section of the Nation's 

C a p i t a l . 

I am here as an i n d i v i d u a l p r i v a t e c i t i z e n and as 

a land owner to t a l k i n support of the e n t i r e i n t e r s t a t e 

freeway system i n and f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, the 

Nation's C a p i t a l . 
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T24jd27 And e s p e c i a l l y Route 266 which includes the 

Three S i s t e r s Bridge. 

My home i s very close to the D i s t r i c t end of that 

bridge and I b e l i e v e that such a bridge would be a boon 

to my immediate neighborhood and, more importantly, to the 

e n t i r e metropolitan area. A l l one has to do to see the 

economic b e n e f i t s and the tax c o l l e c t i o n p o t e n t i a l r e s u l t i n g 

from any bridge construction i s to note the fabulous growth 

of Rosslyn, V i r g i n i a f o l l o w i n g the completion of the Theodore 

Roosevelt Bridge. 

My c l o s e - i n neighborhood i s under-developed and 

s e v e r a l of my neighbors and I f e e l that i t i s time f o r high-

r i s e apartments, p o s s i b l y hotels to replace the oldfashioned 

s t r u c t u r e s that predominate the f i r s t and second blocks of 

MacArthur Boulevard. 

I might add p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y that about 12 years 

ago the D i s t r i c t Commissioners i n cooperation and conjunction 

with the National Park S e r v i c e and with the indorsement of 

t h i s Commission c e r t i f i e d t h i s area f o r p r i v a t e urban renewal. 

I f a v o r the Three S i s t e r s Bridge to what was once 

c a l l e d S i t e Number Two, which i s at the foot of F o x h a l l 

Road on the D i s t r i c t side leading to the Spout Run V a l l e y 

on the V i r g i n i a s i d e . I b e l i e v e that connecting roadways 

can be b u i l t at t h i s l o c a t i o n without d i s p l a c i n g any homes 

because the area i s uninhabited. 
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T24jd28 My neighbors i n Georgetown and the Palisades are 

t r y i n g to get j e t a i r p l a n e s t r a n s f e r r e d from National to 

D u l l e s . I submit that one of the best ways to do that i s 

to — 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: J u s t a minute. 

W i l l you be quiet i n the back, please, or clo s e 

the door. 

Thank you. 

MR. WATERS: I submit that one of the best ways 

to do that i s to make Dulles 20 minutes c l o s e r to the c i t y 

by b u i l d i n g the Three S i s t e r s Bridge and I n t e r s t a t e Highway 

66 which w i l l cut s e v e r a l miles from the present t r i p . 

I have heard c r i t i c i s m from time to time of a 

bridge a t Three S i s t e r s because of the beauty argument. This 

i s hard to understand when one r e a l i z e s that throughout the 

world and throughout a l l h i s t o r y bridges have been an object 

of great admiration and pride because of t h e i r beauty and 

u t i l i t y . 

For example, we have a l l heard p r a i s e s from New 

York of the beauty and the greatness of the George Washington 

Bridge f o r many years and now the Verrazano Narrows Bridge, 

s i m i l a r l y the Golden Gate Bridge i n San Fr a n c i s c o has been 

praised throughout the world f o r the same reason. 

Washington i s now a world c a p i t a l . Over two 

m i l l i o n people s p l i t almost i n h a l f by a r i v e r j u s t l i k e some 
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T24jd29 °? the great c a p i t a l s i n other countries of the world. 

I f Washington i s to be a t h r i v i n g world c a p i t a l a f t e r the 

s t y l e of i t s older s i s t e r c a p i t a l s i n Europe, i t w i l l need 

to have s i m i l a r a c c e s s i b i l i t y throughout i t s urban areas 

and between i t s r i g h t and l e f t banks, so to speak. 

I f you w i l l check your map, f o r in s t a n c e , of P a r i s , 

you w i l l f i n d 32 bridges across i t s r i v e r compared w i t h 

Washington's seven. 

You might look a t the map of Rome where you f i l l f i n d 

25 bridges. 

And i n the London metropolitan area where there 

are 2 0 , two automobiles and one f e r r y . 

With the tremendous growth of population on our 

V i r g i n i a s i d e , we need more a c c e s s i b i l i t y to both sides of 

the Potomac, not j u s t because V/ashington i s a municipal c i t y 

but, more importantly, because Washington i s the Nation's 

C a p i t a l of t h i s country. 

Thank you. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN ROWE: That concludes the testimony f o r 

t h i s evening and we w i l l be here again tomorrow a t seven-

t h i r t y . 

Thank you a l l . 

There were s e v e r a l questions r a i s e d about the 

maps and i f there are any questions the Planning Commission 
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,24jd30 s t a f f would be glad to e x p l a i n I t to anyone who I s i n t e r e s t e d 

now. 

(The hearing adjourned at 11:33 o'clock p.m.) 
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