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 Penicillins are the most commonly prescribed antibiotics and penicillin allergy is among the most 

commonly listed allergy.

 32 million people in the United States – 10% of the population – have a documented penicillin allergy.

 95% of individuals with a documented penicillin allergy are able to tolerate penicillin after challenge 

due to the following reasons:

1. IgE-mediated penicillin allergy wanes over time with 80% of patients tolerant after 10 years

2. Many patients were never allergic and their symptom was likely secondary to another cause, 

such as their concomitant infection

 Patients with documented penicillin allergies may suffer adverse side effects from alternative 

antibiotics.

 “De-labeling” patient allergies can reduce unwanted side effects, improve antibiotic resistance 

patterns, and save healthcare dollars, but it has been difficult to implement at scale.

Creating a new team to combat an old issue- A proposed solution to erroneous Penicillin allergy labeling

1. Identify percent of patients at a large primary care practice with documented penicillin allergy.

2. Identify barriers to penicillin allergy “de-labeling.”

3. Promote and educate primary care providers on the importance of penicillin allergy evaluation.

4. Leverage the electronic health record to identify patients who would benefit from penicillin allergy 

testing so that it becomes a routine part of the primary care visit.
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Introduction

Aim

The Team

Proposed Intervention
 A detailed allergy history can help risk-stratify patients but this history may be unfamiliar to some 

primary care providers.

 Dedicated Penicillin Allergy Evaluation Teams (PAETs) led by primary care providers in collaboration 

with an allergist can be an effective tool in delivering this care. 

 Shared decision-making between members of PAETs and allergists regarding risk stratification 

screening of penicillin allergy can streamline decision-making and empower primary care providers.

 We can leverage electronic health record reminders for automatic referral of these patients to PAETs 

for evaluation.
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