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WAT PHRA SRI RATTANA MAHATHAT PHITSANULOK
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WAT PHRA SRI RATTANA MAHATHAT PHITSANULOK

his temple is called by general people as WAT YAl or WAT LUANG POR PHRA BUDDHA CHINNARAJ

Phrabat Somdej Phra Mongkutklao ( King Rama VI) classified as Vora Maha Viharn or the first grade of Royal

Temple in the year of 1915 (B.E.2458). At the present , Wat Yai is named Wat Phra Sri Rattana Mahathat. Wat
Phra Sri or Wat Yai situates on- the east bank of Nan River opposite the Phitsanulok City Hall. Prince Damrong
Rajanupab said about Wat Phra Sri Rattana Mahathat. : The temple is a big and more important than other temples in
Phitsanulok and is believed that was built in the Sukhothai period being renovated from time to time. The temple was
built in the time of Phra Maha Dhamma Raja (King Li Thai) alias Phra Chao Sri Dhamma Tri Pidok when the town of
Songkwai(Phitsanulok) was built in 1357 (B.E.1900). The Northern history stated that. : In the year of 1357 Phra Chao Sri
Dhamma Tri Pidok (Phra Maha Dhamma Raja ,King Li Thai) was a pious king, a true believer in the Buddhism. He
studied the Tri-Pidok and teachings of other religions fluently. He built up Wat Phra Sri Mahathat on the east side with
a Pagoda in the middle compounds, 4 Viharns in the 4 corners with 2 terraces and casted 3 Buddha images as Main
Buddha in the temple. There are many antiques and valuable of unestimated value in the temple. Somdej Phra Chao
Boromwong Ther Krom Phraya Narissara(Prince Naris) wrote: After paying homage to Phra Buddha Chinnaraj, | took

notice of pulpits, the pavilion and others, | found them to be of an exquisitely designs | have never met before.
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History of Phra Buddha Ci‘imnaraj '

hra Buddha Chinnaraj image is well known to Thai Buddhists as well as to foreign buddhists.

o This is due to the beautiful Buddha Characteristic and the classical magnificent sculpture.

Phra Buddha Chinnaraj image made from the bronze metals,Marn Vichai model episode of

2.85 meters measuring from end of laps in sitting posture and height of 3.72 meters.

The casting of Phra buddha Chinnaraj image, Phra Buddha Chinnasi image and Phra Sri

Sardsada image had been registered “in the Northern History viz:- In the year 1447 (B.E.1990)
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Phra Chao Sri Dhamma Tri Pidok or Phra Maha
Dhamma Raja Li Thai, after the completion of
building of Wat Phra Sri Rattana Mahathat
wanted to cast 3 Buddha images as the Princi-
pal image in the Viharn. The king got 5 Brah-
mans named Ba Indra, Ba Brahm, Ba Phissanu,
Ba Raja Singh and Ba Raja Kusol. The king
asked for renowned sculptors from Sri Sachanalai
town, Sawankhalok together with first class arti-
sans from Chiang Saen and Hari Phun Chai to

assist in the casting of the 3 Buddha images.
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(Buddha images within Viharnkot terrace)
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(Pulpit built for King Rama V’s royal cremation)
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(Grand Stupa and the pagoda contains Buddha's human bone)
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