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Eulogy for King Naresuan the Great

May this solemn incantation be a eulogy of the Great King who was the conqueror of all enemies, who would just upon hearing
his name run away in fright. May this solemn incantation be a eulogy of the Great King who secured peace, happiness and contentment for
his people and with heartiness displayed his endless superpower and compassion. May this solemn incantation be a eulogy and show
gratitude for the Great King who devotedly sacrificed for his country's glorious thriving and for his people's prosperity.

| humbly read this incantation to offer a eulogy of the Great King who eliminated all danger from the country.

The Great King who has been always in the heart of his people.

The Great King who has ruled his territory with mercy and values.

May the incantation of this eulogy be heard by Him.

May these servants most humbly present a spiritual and physical performance of respect and gratitude to the Great King.

May all your Majesty's servants chanting here receive security and protection from Your Majesty the Great King's perfect

charisma.

May all your Majesty's servants chanting here receive happiness and pleasure from Your Majesty the Great King's perfect
merit at all times.

Assistant Professor Prapas Pengpum

Composer
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Remarks

On the auspicious occasion of Naresuan University's 15th Anniversary of Establishment, the University, having
been conferred the name "Naresuan” by His Majesty the King, is now celebrating her Establishment Anniversary on 29 July
2005 with special activities and performances. In order to contribute the highest respectful gratitude to King Naresuan the
Great on the occasion of the 400th anniversary of his death, the University humbly held an academic forum and exhibition
on "Thai Wisdom Crystallization" on 13 May 2005. As well, to honor and to show respect to the Great King of primeval time,
the ceremony of propitiation and hamage was performed.

This document of recollection on the University's 15th Anniversary of Establishment is proposed to record the

institution's historical background and happenings. The report will be recognized by Thai people as Phitsanulok history.

Above all, this recollection is primarily targeted to give information and knowledge on King Naresuan's life and feats of
bravery which have inspired the University's vision and philosophy. Besides, the record provided is proposed to promote
the country in all ways. As M. R. Krukrit Pramoj, Thailand's |ate Prime Minister and poet, said of King Naresuan the Great

his tremendous "Supernatural Power that cannot be shielded".
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King Naresuan the Great brought liberation
to the Thais.Naresuan University, following in his footsteps,
enhances intellectual liberation.
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Pra Mahachakrapad, Kin
It
his father was governir

suppressed Cambodia, Lanchang, Chlangmal, Nakorn Si Thammarat, Pattani, and Tanaosri as well as including other territories under his power.

He also describes how ;m;.214a B.E. (1605 A.D.), the King died without leaving a son and remarks that he had had a great intelligence.
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His experience as a youth:
Determined to learn and collect experience

When King Naresuan was young, he stayed at the Wangchan Palace in the city of Phitsanulok. Later around the year
2106 B.E. (1564 A.D.) when he was nine years old, King Burengnong of Burma, invaded Ayuddhaya. King Mahachakrapad of
Ayuddhaya and Pra Mahathammaraja joined forces in protecting the capital so strongly that the enemy was unable to enter the city.
The Burmese troops surrounded the city until there was a shortage of food and diseases broke out inside the city wall. Consequently,
King Mahachakrapad had to agree to be under King Burengnong’s power in 2107 B.E. (1564 A.D.)

After the war, King Burengnong demanded war compensation as he wished and also directed key persons to be
hostages, and one of them was Pra Naresuan, who was then only nine years old. Pra Naresuan left Ayuddhaya to live at |
Hongsawadee with the princes of the Hongsawadee House who were his age and with princes from other protectorates who were

taken as hostages as well.
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A Great Warrior King

While in Burma, Pra Naresuan leamed the behaviors and characteristics
of Burmese noblemen and also learned Burmese battling formations until he
was very skilled. Later after he came back to Ayuddhaya, he trained the

soldiers employing these new ways of battle that he had acquired from Burma.

While Pra Naresuan was in Burma, he had shown to people his brave

characteristics, his patriotism, and his actions as a warrior. This was shown in
legends such as cock fighting. The legend described that when Pra Naresuan
stayed at Hongsawadee, he played cock fighting with Mang Samklied. When
Pra Naresuan's cock won, Mang Samklied said, "The hostage's cock is
something." Having heard that, Pra Naresuan responded, "This hostage's cock
will fight to win the city."

In 2111 B.E. (1568 A.D.), King Burengnong brought his troops to fight
with Ayuddhaya again. The war was caused by the fact that King Mahintrathirat,
who governed Ayuddhaya after his father King Mahachakrapad, had conspired
with King Chiyachettha of Lanchang by assigning King Chaiyachetta to invade
Phitsanulok in order fo find opportunities to harm Pra Mahathammaraja. When
King Burengnong was informed about the event, he was very angry because
Pra Mahathammaraja was governing Phitsanulok, which was then considered
part of Hongsawadee's territory. He therefore brought the troops to surround
Ayuddhaya and finally was victorious in
2112 B.E. (1569 AD.)
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Having defeated Ayuddhaya, King Burengnong appointed Pra
Mahathammaraja King of Ayuddhaya as a protectorate and took the
defeated King Mahintrathirat, royal members, and important noblemen,
as well as other people to Hongsawadee. After Pra Mahathammaraja was
enthroned, he requested of King Burengnong that Prince Naresuan be
allowed to return to Ayddhaya to help with the country's matters and
promised to send his daughter Pra Supankalayanee to Hongsawadee in
exchange.

King Mahathammaraja closely taught, trained, and gave
advice to Pra Naresuan about politics, government, and warfare. As a
result of his confidence in his son's capability, King Mahathammaraja
promoted Pra Naresuan to the position of Crown Prince governing
Phitsanulok, an important city to the north, in 2114 B.E. (1572 A.D.) when
Pra Naresuan was only 16 years old. |

When Pra Naresuan came to govern Phitsanulok, he began |

to recruit people and train a number of young lads to form a force for the
country. Regarding political matters, he adopted the organizational pattern
of Ayuddhaya, and this resulted in rapid progress and military strength of
Phitsanulok. Governors of minor cities appreciated Pra Naresuan's

capability and sent their children for weapons and military training at

Phitsanulok because they all realized that the Crown Prince was the person

who would be prepared to bring independence back to Ayuddhaya,
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his bravery and genius in warfare as evident in the following Ruadiesnsle Tnalunsydadaame

important events.

In 2121 B.E. (1578 A.D.), Nak Prasattha of Lawaek
assigned Praya Chinchantu to attack Petchaburi by ship. Praya
Chinchantu however failed and was afraid that he would be
punished, so he pretended to offer his allegiance to King
Mahathammaraja in order to spy on matters in Ayuddhaya and
would report to Nak Prasattha upon returning hoping to be
forgiven for his failure. In the following year, Praya Chinchantu
escaped from Ayuddhaya to retum to Lawaek on a junk. When
Pra Naresuan was informed that Praya Chinchantu was disloyal
{o Ayuddhaya, he boarded a small boat to follow and shot at
the ship until it reached the mouth of the Chao Praya River.

However, since the junk had finally got to the deep water and

got a strong wind, Pra Naresuan's froops were unable to catch up.

In 2124 B.E. (1581 A.D.), King Burengnang ordered the governors of the cilies under his patronage including Pra Naresuan of
Ayuddhaya and Pra Sangatat of Tong-U to bring the troops to suppress rebels. He also wanted his son Crown Prince Mang Chaisingh to show his
capability in this event. However, the troops of the Crown Prince and Pra Sangatat failed to complete the mission. Pra Naresuan, on the contrary,
brought his troops to attack the city of Kang by disquising himself as a villager of the Chan minority tribe in order to secretly survey the landscape of
Kang. He then divided his army into two divisions,the royal troops being the spearhead while the main division attacked at the back. He finally was
able to catch Prince Ngeow of Kang without a blood bath.
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From the events mentioned above, it can be seen that the period during the youth of Pra Naresuan was one of his most important
periods when he sought knowledge for the country. Pra Naresuan had accumulated his experience and various kinds of knawleéige. The periods
when he was taken as a hostage in Burma, when he returned to Ayuddhaya, and when he was appointed to govern Phitsanulak had clearly

shown his strong determination and efforts to collect knowledge through learning and through his own experience during childhood. Having

witnessed wars since he was very young; having heard of strategic planning from warriors and noblemen, having Eégtl‘z__'ed the significance of
weaponry and foed storage all the time until being appointed the Crown Prince, and havihg—expprienced__I_osses,_and victories helped to form his
characteristic of a warrior equipping him with sharp, profound, and great intelligence, bravery, and determination in i_Sitﬂt&ﬂb planning and
stratagems for war, '

An important event that can be considered the sign of passage or an important laissez-passer in his life was his victory from anackmg
Lum and Kang when Pra Naresuan had to use strategies and crucial stratgg__ls-kggwlgdge during the warfare in order to defeat strong defenses. .
Important concepts about knowledge of the inside and the outside and about the understanding of his own and his enemies -

sirengths led him to change his concepts and paradigms to new forms of warfare which were different from those of others and which eventually

led fo success in proclaiming independence for the country.
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Proclaiming Independence

After the decease of King Burengnong, King Angwa became recalcitrant. Nantabureng, the new king of

Burma, conscripted troops from the protectorates to suppress the recalcitrance. However, King Nantabureng had
a secret plan and assigned his Crown Prince to kill Pra Naresuan on the way. The Crown Prince ordered Praya Kiat
and Praya Ram to conduct this mission. Nevertheless, both army leaders had a chance o see Mahathen Kanchong,
who was their monk teacher and therefore disclosed all the secrets. Since the senior monk was Mon and loathed the
Burmese, he tried to persuade the two commandars not to follow the Crown Prince's order. When Pra Naresuan
moved his troops to Kraeng, the monk informed him of the wicked Burmese plan, and this led Pra Naresuan to
proclaim independence from Burma by pouring holy water to the earth and brought all the people back to Ayuddhaya.
The Burmese troops then followed Pra Naresuan. The spearhead under the control of Surakanma caught up with
Pra Naresuan's troops at the River Stong and saw the troops on the other side of the river bank. Pra Naresuan,
seeing that the Burmese troops had caught up, then shot a long gun across the river and klll'ed Surakanma who was
on elephant back. The Burmese iroops therefore had o retreat.

King Naresuan's praclamation of independence did not only physically liberate his people from the
Burmese conirol but also returned freedom of thought and pride of independence fo the people. King Nantabureng's
plan to assassinate Pra Naresuan led to the important event, that is, the proclamation of independence, which released
the Thai people from the control of the foreigners. He had used his absolute strength to protect the country in order to
bring freedom to the people. This reflects an important concept, that is, an important strategy of change that was

reflected in the proclamation of independence. The outcome of his brave conduct and efforts to guarantee real freedom

was maintained continuously In order to bring permanent peace to the people.
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King Naresuan's Genius:
Creating a Strong and Stable Kingdom of Thailand

During the reign of King Naresuan, there were many events that showed his genius,
that is, his creative power and power of intelligence accumulated from previous learning and
freedom of intelligence occurring from the liberation from Burmese control. This will be described
under the subheadings "Governing for the Happiness of Siam", "Administration and Management

during Waﬂim?ommercial Affairs: Foundations of Power" below.
B i
5

o

i

erning for the Happiness of Siam
After proclaiming independence from Burmese control, Pra Naresuan was confident
:',__ that the enemy would certainly invade Thailand again. Therefore, he changed strategies to deal
I | with the attack by preparing food and collecting people from the northern provinces so that
Ayuddhaya would gain more power. In 2121 B.E. (1578 A.D.), he ordered all those provinces to
move people along with food to setile in Ayuddhaya. In addition, King Mahathammaraja built
a new palace called the Chankasem Palace for Pra Naresuan to stay in Ayuddhaya. This concept
influenced Pra Naresuan after he became King to cancel the Northern Crown Prince position and
to appoint local noblemen to look after the northern provinces. This change was due to the
following reasons.

1. Manpower of Ayuddhaya was not enough to resist the Burmese troops, and if
Burma could possess the manpower of these northern provinces, the provinces would become
the military center.

2. Pra Naresuan wanted the areas surrounding Ayuddhaya to be the fighting areas
to facilitate strategic support and wanted to prevent Burma from gaining people and food from
the northern provinces.

This strategic change proved successful in the wars with Burma during 2128-2130
B.E. (1585 - 1587 A.D.) In the wars with King of Chiangmai, Praya Pasim, and King Natabureng,
the Burmese troops could not get close to Ayuddhaya. On the contrary, Ayuddhaya's troops under
the lead of Pra Naresuan could counter-attack Burma and could disperse the troops of King of
Chiangmai and Praya Pasim. During these wars, Pra Naresuan performed two brave acts.
Thefirstione waswhen Fra Naresuan was surrounded by Burmese soldiers led by L'akwai Tammoo: However, PraNaresuan stabbed Liakwai
Tammooitadeathiwithinis sword. The:second actwas when PraNaresuaniled his traop to the campiwall of King Nantabureng: He held a sword in
his meuth and bravelyiclimped up:the wall: Later, the sword was entitled 'Pra Saeng Daab Kaab Khal". Eventually, King Nantabureng orderedithe
retreatiof his troops in2130:8.E. (1587 A.D.)

The events described'above reflect King NaresUan's broad Vision in'conducting new forms of govetnment policy in'arder to prenare for

military strategic change: Hislbrave acts made Ayuddhaya become stronger, defeatiits'enemy; and protectits territory fora lond periodiof time

afterward.
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2. Administration and Management during Wartime

In warfare management, stratggit_':‘-planning, setting up the army, and manpower preparation, King Naresuan was very competent in
arranging the army and recruiting many people for wars. This reflected his genius in managing and administering the government for peace within
the country and for war: During hls reign, King Naresuan changed the format of army arrangement from defensive strategy to aggressive strategy for
protection, which led to the _exp_aﬂ'siuﬁ of Ayuddhaya. King Naresuan extended his power to various territories by attacking Mon, Lanna, Lanchang,
and Khmer, and annéﬁdng these countries as protectorates. The border and the power of Ayuddhaya were therefore widely extended. Some important

events during this period include the following.

In 2135 B.E. the Burmese Crown Prince took 250,000 armed soldiers to attack the city
of Ayudhya. King Naresuan and Phra Ekatosarot led 100,000 soldiers to Nong Sarai in Supanburi
province to defend the capital. The two armies met on 12 January 2135 B.E. King Naresuan fought
his way so far into the Burmese troop that the Thai soldiers could not keep up with him. When
confronted with the Burmese Crown Prince, King Naresuan challenged him to a kingly yuttahatthi
fight (war on the elephants’ backs). During the fight, King Naresuan's elephant stepped backward
against a termite mound, thus enabling the king to be in an advantageous position and consequently
to kill the Crown Prince on the elephant's back. Phra Ekatosarot also won the fight against
Mangjacharo, a Burmese general. The Thai army therefore won this war which would later be known
as Yuttahatthi War.

This incident indicated King Naresuan's brilliance and leadership that led him to

make intelligent decisions during a time of crisis.
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Lawaeg War (2135-2137)

4 After the Yuttahatthi War, there was an uprising in a Mon province that was under the control of
I 5 Burma. King Naresuan took this opportunity to attack La Waeg and brought back to Ayudhya Phra Srisuriyophan
] 7 (the Khmer Crown Prince) and his family, together with 90,000 La Waeg people. When Phra Boromaraja, the
last son of Phra Sattha who had returned to the Khmer reign with the assistance of Spain, was assassinated,
King Naresuan sent Phra Stisuriyophan back to rule Khmer in 2147 B.E., thus declaring superior authority over
Cambodia. In the following year, King Naresuan sent an army under the leadership of Phra Ekatosarot to take
charge of the Khmer rebels who refused to pay allegiance to Phra Srisuriyophan.

It can be seen that King Naresuan was flexible in the way he used his knowledge. Atwar, he was
able to adjust his skills suitably to different situations. This flexibility aimed primarily at achieving goals and

brought about the King's success.

Hongsawadee War (2138 B.E.)

In 2137-2138 B.E. after the Yuttahatthi War, Hongsawadee had a conflict on the borderline with Yunnan Province of China. China then
asked Ayudhya to wage war on Burma, which had become a mutual enemy of Ayudhya and China. In January 2138 B.E., King Naresuan's army with
the support troops of Mon soldiers surrounded the city of Hongsawadee and stayed there until April 2138 B.E. When it was reported that the armies
of Phra Chao Chiang Mai, Phra Chao Tong Oo and Phra Chao Prae were heading to help Phra Chao Hongsawadse, King Naresuan ordered a retreat
to avoid waging war on both sides at once.

This incident reflected the King's ability to opt for beneficial corporation that helped diminish weaknesses, and created opportunities,

possibilities and options, as well as to take the opportunity to expand his power into Burma by using minimal resources for maximal ends.
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725134, Mon soldiers to surround the city of Tong Qo. Since the city wall of Tong, 00 zvi o
5 was solidly built in the Ayudhya fashion, it was difficult to attack the-gity, Ki .
75 8. 25

Naresuan then ordered his men fo dig a canal to connect the city canal to the
Pong Long River in order to dry the city canal. The Burmesei)ﬂ lle:l;B 2
this the Ayodhaya canal. The Thai army surrounded Tong Oo throughout

March and April. In May 2143 B.E. King Naresuan ordered a retreat due to

the lack of food supplies that was caused by attacks by the Arakan army,

Phra Chao Tong Qo's ally.

This war professed King Naresuan's ability to manage the
landscape to his advantage, as seen in the digging of the canal to dry the
water in the Tong Oo city canal and to give his army an advantageous position

in the war. That the king did not insist on winning over Tong Oo and that he
was aware of the fact that Arakan thieves kept attacking food supplies of the T

hai troops saved his army the lives of the soldiers that were vital to the king's

own power and to the strength of the Thai army.

In the last years of King Naresuan's life, Phra Chao Angwa was
expanding his power over Tai Yai states and invading cities of Nai and Saen
Wee which were within the territory of Ayudhya. Challenged, King Naresuan
decided to make war with Ang Wa. Prince Ekatosarot was asked to lead an

army to the city of Fang and the king himself led another to the city of Hang.

Howsver, as the king's army was in Hang, or Hang Luang, which
was within 100 kilometres of Ang Wa, King Naresuan was struck by a sudden
illness. He died on 25 April 2148 B.E.

In terms of strategies, King Naresuan's attempt to attack Ang
Wa while it was collecting more and more manpower indicated that the king
had broad vision. He could see that Ang Wa might become a threat to his
kingdom in the future. The war against Ang Wa thus set a blueprint of
learning to be ready to go to war at all times and to attack enemies before
they became too powerful. This, nonetheless, was the king's last war as he

became suddenly ill in Hang before the army reached Ang Wa.

25
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3. Commercial Affairs: Foundations of

Power

The power of his intellect is reflected in his genius in
realizing the stream of "globalization" at that time and can be seen
from the fact that King Naresuan had enhanced economic strength
which was the happiness and wealth of the citizens and was an
essential actor for warfare to protect the country. He revived marine
trading that had been rather inactive due to chronic Ayuddhaya-
Burmese wars. It can be said that the economy during the reign of
King Naresuan was prosperous and trade with foreign countries was
expanded widely, and this brought great income into the country

which led to recovery and creation of peace in the country eventually.

Trade with China

An important source of revenue from marine trading was
the trade with China based on the tributary system. Commercial
contacts with China had started at the beginning of King Naresuan's
reign. It was documented that in 2135 B.E. (1592 A.D.) Ayuddhaya
resumed sending tributes as had been customary to a Chinese
emperor after having abstained from doing that for a period of time

due to wars with Burma.

Trade with Spain

During the reign of King Naresuan, Spain sent its
diplomats to develop friendly relations concerning trade with
Ayuddhaya in 2137 B.E. (1594 A.D.) with the purpose of trading and
propagating religious beliefs. King Naresuan was interested in
trading with Spain, especially concerning weapons and fire guns u
sed in warfare. He therefore granted an order to send a letter to the
Spanish Commissioner in the Philippines for trade concessions.
Later, the commercial relations deteriorated because Spain interfered
with the conflicts between Ayuddhaya and Cambodia, and this
caused great displeasure to King Naresuan. Furthermore, since
profits received from trading with Spain were not very high, Thai-

Spanish trade eventually came to a halt.
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Trade with Holland

The Dutch set foot in Thailand with the expectation of
using the royal junks of Ayuddhaya to trade in China and to find
opportunities to trade with China directly. Agents from Dutch
companies were sent to Ayuddhaya in 2147 B.E. (1604 A.D.) and
were welcomed warmly by King Naresuan. However, the intention
of these Dutch merchants was fruitless because of Thai-Burmese
wars. In addition, King Naresuan died in 2148 B.E. (1605 A.D.), so
Ayuddhaya suspended sending junks to China for a period of time.
Not until King Akatosarot was enthroned, did Dutch merchants come
back to establish trading offices in Ayuddhaya again since Ayuddhaya
was the trading center of wild forest products, rice, Chinese goods,

and other goods that were lucrative for Dutch companies.

Conclusion

King Naresuan was one of the kings during the Ayuddhaya

period who had conducted great affairs which contributed a great deal
ta the Kingdom of Slam from the past to present. He was alsa the king
who had a close and profound tie with Phitsanulok. That is ta say,
in addition to being born in Phitsanulok, he was appointed the
Crown Prince governing Phitsanulok for a period of time. While he
was staying there, he recruited people, accumulated forces, and
trained the people with fighting and war strategies which were used
during wartime to protect the country. These were all done while he
was staying in Phitsanulok. Soldiers and royal attendants were all
from Phitsanulok and neatby provinces as recorded (n the Rayal
Chronicle, the Pra Chakapadipong (Chad), as saying,

"... Pra Naresuan took leave of the King to travel to Phitsanulok.
He then ordered to prepare 100,000 people, 800 elephants, and
1,500 horses... .*
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As a result of what has been depicted, King Naresuan is
considered a significant symbol and the pride of Phitsanulok and of
Naresuan University, which has set its goal to provide education and
knowledge to society. This follows the university's philosophy which
says, "to eliminate all kinds of ignorance to liberate the society to find
freedom" in order to make the Thai society an enlightened society
and to make the Thai society be able to be released from ignorance
that is dominating it nowadays. All these actions have been conducted
to follow the footsteps of King Naresuan the Great, who brought
Thalland freedom.

Since King Naresuan the Great is the significant and great
symbol of Phitsanulok and the delight and pride of Phitsanulok people
and Thai people in general, Naresuan University is deeply grateful
that it was graciously allowed to bear the name of King Naresuan on
the university's name. Hence, Naresuan University has missions to
follow his footsteps, that is to say, to be determined to educate and
provide the Thai society with knowledge for independence and
freedom from ignorance in a similar way to the brave royal affairs of

King Naresuan the Great, who brought Thailand freedom in the past.
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"It is tremendously difficult to find manuscripts or artifacts at the moment.
Therefore, if we start from now on, in the next 100-200 years, our children will
be able to write books by making use of the historical evidence from this library
without the difficulty their ancestors were confronted with."

Prince Dhamrong Rachanuphap
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Part Il
Naresuan University History

This is the 15 year of Naresuan University or 38 years from when it was initially the College of Education in Phitsanulok.
There are many stories to remember, some stories are important and some are interesting so there is a need for them to be written

down so Naresuan people understand and are more knowledgeable about its history.
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From the College of Education to Naresuan University

Naresuan University owes its beginning to what was initially the Higher Teacher
Training School which in turn became a "part" of the College of Education of Prasarnmitr in
1953, brought about because of the urgent need to produce degree-level training for the
teaching profession. In 1974, the College of Education of Prasarnmitr and the other 8
campuses became public universities by the Royal Decree of His Majesty the King Bhumibol
Adulyadej who graciously named the new universities Srinakharinwirot which means 'the glory
of the city' - the first universities that he had named. Srinakharinwirot University, Phitsanulok
was therefore an independent university in the lower northern part of Thailand.

In 1982, a group of people including government employees, soldiers, policemen,
shopkeepers, local people and representatives cooperated to propose a bill before parliament
for establishing Naresuan University. The team who worked for the university was called
"a committee of establishing Naresuan University" and included an ex-governor, Mr. Seub
Rodprasert who acted as the head of the committee - but after he moved to work in Chonburi
Province Lieutenant General Siri Thiwaphant, Third Army Region Commander, became the
head of the committee (he is now a senator for Phitsanulok). It took a long time to bring about

because of changes of government and dissolution of the government. Initially the bill to
establish Naresuan University failed but was brought back again for reconsideration. Finally
with a lot of effort it was successful in the government of General Chartchai Choonhawan.

At this time 4 new universities were established which were, Naresuan University
(from Srinakharinwirot University, Phitsanulok), Burapha University (from Srinakharinwirot

University, Bangsan, Chonburi), Ubonratchathani University and Suranaree University of

T T et T, A NG T R T T N e e e D e S A I I T e e SRS EES e T T

Technology which is currently the first autonomous university in Thailand.

Naresuan University was listed in the Government Gazette in July 29, 1990.
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The History of the College of Education, Phitsanulok

The establishment of the College of Education, Phitsanulok was in 1967 at the same time as the College of Education, Mahasarakam.
At that time the Ministry of Education aimed to solve the problem of insufficient teachers in the areas of science, mathematics and the Thai language.
*Mr. Boontin Arthakom, the president of the Department of Teacher Training at the time, remarked on these problems that the Department of Teacher
Training lacked science and mathematics teachers so it was necessary to provide the knowledge of science and math to students who would become
teachers by sending them to study at the College of Education of Prasarnmitr. He also felt there was a lack of Thai language teachers and needed to
send students to the College of Education of Phitsanulok and The College of Education of Mahasarakam to become teachers with knowledge of the
Thai language. Those keen on social science were sent to the College of Education of Phitsanulok because that region has a wealth of culture and

customs and the students could benefit from the literature and folklore of the region.

* Boontin Arthakorn (1969). "Opinion on Teaching the Thai Language." Document for Educational Training and Teaching Manual: Vol.3. Bangkok:

Department of Teacher Training, Ministry of Education (pages 23-24).
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f Naresuan University

The establishment of a university in Phitsanulok Province
in the lower north of Thailand was originally considered on the basis

of three competing objectives:

(1) to form a new university by combining tertiary institutes
based in Phitsanulok,
(2) to promote the Phitsanulok campus of Srinakharinwirote

University to be a new independent university, and

(3) to establish a new start-up university.

In order to name the new, independent university, the following names were nominated:
Bhorom Trilokanatr Universi

This name was chosen for the Thai ancestral king, Bhorom Trilokanatr, who was related directly to
Phitsanulok; he used it as the capital of the country where he ruled for 25 years. During his reign, he also built
the Julamanee Temple, where he was ordained as a monk.

Naresuan University

This name was suggested because King Naresuan was born, brought up, and employed as regent in
Phitsanulok.

3) Phitsanulok University

The name of the university's province was an obvious and sensible choice to consider.

Of the three nominated names, Naresuan University was selected. There was, however, a bureaucratic
problem regarding the use of the royal name in the university regulations proposal. It is stipulated by law that any
use of a king's name requires authorization and approval from the current king. Therefore, the proposal left out the
name of the university. It was submitted this way: "The regulations of ............. University." It was accepted by the
Assembly of the Members of the Parliament, Later, the royal name of the university was submitted for the King's
permission, and it was authorized on Qctober 7th, 1989, according to the royal document no. 0003/16517 dated on

August 6th, 1991.
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Naresuan University (NU), former named the
College of Education at Phitsanulok and later changed to
Stinakarintharawiroth University at Phitsanulok, set January
18th of every year as its Establishment Day. This is because
this is the day when King Naresuan the Great did battle on
elephant back which took place on Monday of the 18th day
of the waning moon of the second month in the year of the
dragen, 935 by the old Thai calendar. This date, counted
according to the lunar calendar, is on January 25, 1592 which
is also the Establishment Day of the Thai Army.

The Naresuan University Act was passed during
the time when Phitsanulok was preparing for the 400th
Anniversary celebration of the reign of King Naresuan the
Great on July 29, 1990. Therefore, everyone agreed to enact
the Naresuan University Act on that day by asking for
coordination from every section related to the Prime Minister's
Office. Everything went successfully as His Majesty the King
signed his name on the Naresuan University Act on July 27,
1990 and it became law when it was published in the Royal
Gazette on July 29,1990 (the law was officially enforced on
the day after the announcement, July 30 1990).

Thus, July 29, 1990, which is also the 400th
anniversary of the reign of King Naresuan the Great, was held
as the Establishment Day of Naresuan University. This date is
not only a wonderful remembrance day but also an auspicious

occasion for the university staff and people in Phitsanulok.
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“Mingkwan" Building:
the Royal Given Name

The Mingkwan Building is the first building at
the new campus of Srinakarinthatawirote Phitsanulok
(SWU Phitsanulok)before becoming Naresuan University
(NU) at Nong Or in the village of Tapho in the city district
of Phitsanulok. This area is a public area on 1,284 rai
(1hectare=6.25 rai) granted with the great support from the
governor of Phitsanulok. After receiving this land, the
university started to ask for a budget to construct facilities
and other buildings.

In the budget year 1987, NU was given a
construction budget for 16,000,000 baht. Naresuan
University, thus, invited Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirindhorn to preside at the ceremony to lay the corner
stone for the first building on July 22, 1988.The foundation
stone was placed at the front of building site. Later the
foundation stone was placed at the assigned point in the
front of the building where the Office of the President is
located.

All staff of SWU Phitsanulok (the name of
Naresuan University at that time) were pleased with this
new building. Therefors, the university made a request
1o Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn for the name
of this building. The Bureau of The Royal House Hold
informed the university that Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirindhorn would give the name of the building by
choosing from the ones proposed by the university. So,
the university proposed many names with meanings

related to Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn such as

L |
v

-' 1
' we

- (means benevolent) Her Royal Highness Princess
Sirindhorn is benevolent to all Thais
- Her Royal Highness Sirindhorn's penname

- The name of Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn

Finally, Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn chose the name "Mingkwan" as the name of the new building which

became the Building of the Office of the President to remind us of the supreme mercy and benevolence of Her Royal Highness

Princess Sirindhorn forever.
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King Naresuan the Great

As Srinakharinwirot University (Phitsanulok campus) was p!anriiﬁg its relocation from the original site on Sanambin
Road in the Naimuang sub-district in the city district of Phitsanulok to :lhé current one in the Nong-or area of the Thapho sub-
district as part of becoming an independent university, the master plan of the new campus also designated an area for a monument.
The committee members at that time agreed that the menument should be a statue of King Naresuan the Great.

After the royal decree of Naresuan University's establishment was issued, a fund-raiser team for the construction

i ed with Lieutenant General Siri Thiwaphan, the Gommander-in-Chief of the military region 3, as its
rhéﬁt design and the casting of the King Naresuan statute were overseen by Thailand's Fine Arts
(with the teamwork of Mr. Saroj Jarak, Mr. Kanok Boonphokasw, Mr. Chin Prasong, eic.).

To raise the funds, auspicious medals and statuettes commemorative of the 400th anniversary of King Naresuan's
reign were produced as donation compliments. These tokens varied from cast statuettes of King Naresuan the Great with the
'75;‘5 inches, and 1 ? inches, Naresuan rattle-statuettes and Phra Chaiwatnaresuan statuettes made of gold, silver,
netal alloy, and stone-polished material to Chinnarainaresuan medals made of gold, silver, a nine-metal alloy, and alpaca.
“He Byal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn presided over the ceremony of auspicious incantations for the medals and
statuettes at Wat Phrasrirattanamahathat in Phitsanulok an Sunday, July 29th, 2533 B.E. The funds raised were allocated to
Naresuan University in the amount of twenty million Baht and to the renovation budget of the King Naresuan Pavillion located
at Jantra Palace in the amount of twenty million Baht.

A certain portion of the sum allocated to the university was spent on the building of the monument. The remainder
was preserved as educational scholarships in the name of the 400th anniversary of King Naresuan's reign fund for faculty
members and personnel interested in pursuing higher-level studies. So far, hundreds of them have graduated with university
sponsorship.

On behalf of King Bhumibol, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn presided over the opening
ceremony of the King Naresuan the Great Monument on August 31st, 2536 B.E. The monument has become the center of
love for all the university staff members, Phitsanulok's residents, and other citizens in the country, which reminds them of the

boundless kindness and sacrifice of King Naresuan the Great.
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he statue of King Naresuan the Great modeled by thg./Fine Arts Department is double life-size at 2.80 meters in

height and weights approximately 2 tons. The former director of the Fine Arts Department, Saroch Charak, said that the posture
/

of King Naresuan pouring water from the golden water vessel represents his declaration of independence which features the

pride, bravery, and sovereignty of His Majesty.

sl

atue is a combination of the two kings of Chakri dynasty, King Rama IlIX and King Rama IX, both are dignified and

d'.
~ outstanding. In addition, all three are descendants of the Sukhothai Royal family.

O careful observation, there are some differences between the two statues of King Naresuan the Great at Naresuan

rsity and the other statue at the Chan Palace (Phitsanulok Pittayakom School) as follows:

1. Face Looking at water being poured Looking in the distance
2. Royal attire Warrior Costume Official Costume
3. Breasi chain 2 bead-laced strings 2 Sashes
(16 beads each)

4, The golden Spouted Pottery Vessel Flask

coniainer
5. Sword Held in the right hand Held in the left hand
6. Feet Turned out Straight
7. Seat Throne Bench

Note: The designer of the statue, Sarach, provided additional information that both statues were designed and cast
by the craftsmen from the Fine Arts Department; however, there are some differences depending on the craftsmen's perspectives
according to historical remarks, method of gefting information, and research
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The University's colours came from the original coluu@/nuf the former College of Education and Srinakharinwirot

University which have evolved into Naresuan University. The c(fﬂgurs are grey which represents "wisdom and intelligence and

orange which represents "bravery with compassion”.

titution had its own colleges' colours as follow:

Colours Today's Universities
ucation, Prasarnmilr grey &red Srinakharinwirot Univers;
College of Education,Patumwan grey & pink Srinakharinwirot U

i
f Education, Bangkhen grey & red

Srinakharinwirot Univerly

College of Education, Physical Education

grey & red '-

College of Education, Phitsanulok aresuan University
College of Education, Buraphg;“nﬁéﬁ"_gﬁ
grey & red Mahasarakam University
(New oolouh&yéﬁnw}_

s

grey & red

Songk
| i ﬁ'mew colours: grey & biue)

I
'

It can be seen that all above institutions use the same colour, grey, meaning that:

I ,
r- y decided to use e old colours oink the C:

gs of the re profound and united King Naresuan the Gree

nages of ail)@Q
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Philosophy of Naresuan University

/

One of the main objectives of establishing Naresuan University was to give greater opportunity for lower northern
students who wanted to study at university level; there is no need for them to go to Bangkok or Chiang Mai therefore offering

more students the opportunity to attend university.

The _philosophy of Naresuan University is to follow the way of King Naresuan the Great whose wisdom and vision
gave independence, peace, and happiness to all Thai people. Consequently, Naresuan University aims to maintain its strong
reputation in the field of education and its commitment to academic excellence while ensuring students independence while
accumula'l'lngj wide ranging knowledge. In addition, the preservation of national resources, the environment, art and culture are

emphasised together with the adherence to Thai societal values.”

r& Naresuan University's objectives are the promation of teaching, research, academic service, art and culture, and
eserving the environment.

This philosophy and the sign of the university, a 3 sided pyramid are symbolic of 3 fields of education which are
Social Sciences, Science and Technology, and Health Sciences with the ultimate goal of "wisdom and independence without

ignorance.”
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