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COUNCIL NEWS

POWER STRUGGLE

by Barbara Wilson

During the past month City Councll meetings
havey, for the most part, been concerned with
Community Block Grent spending for fiscal
vear 1977-1978,

We-have all read and heard much about cit-
izen apathy-especially when something or some-
ong’ with po! al-power abuses or misuses
this powet tg"

s always the "people's" lack
“Hhstois held responsible~
‘Hallelujeh!l snd Awen! The cit-

used of apathy. The "standing
attendance and sctive participa-

: ; etings has been
‘People from all
clergy, business, women’s

:ﬂcmmunity—lnvolved c1t~
izens . volunbeering not only their ideas and
uggeations concerning the ‘spending of these
monies, bit. setually volunteering their time
and. effort cpuarantes success.. Well, it's
all triue, and it's all wonderful! But- there's
one cateh!l  The Saginew City Councilmen ob-
viousiy are Hot a‘politlcal group encouraging

Flrrt came ﬁheir refusal to explain why
they were not galng,ta fimd the two programs

for women Iy needed in Saginaw.

- Then came , 5 %fo olear the council
chamber becﬁuse applause and scattered
laughterf Whe 5 -d3dn?t have the intended

gppeared’ to calm down and
5.8’ good word~ bhecause at
the final eco ‘gegsion, it was made loud
and ¢lear how couneilmen were really han-
dling eitisen participation. Statements were
made by two. councilmen dmplying that citizens
had been organized and led by councilwoman
Platte to harrass and thresten the council.
One member even used this as his reason for
voting against the Perfect Place and the
Underground Railroad. This turn attack is
pretty scary. It basically says to the com-
munity, "We are the power, We make the deci-
sions, and you, the people, be quiet!”

effect, the couno
listen,. Appeared

BLOCK GRANT &S

by Connie Smith

Onn Febursry 21, the Saginaw city council’
gave the final-approval to the $3:35 million
application of Community Blokk Grant Funds.
The application will now Be reviewed by
county and state agencies before it is
formally given 4o the U.8. Department of
Housing and Urban Development on April 15.
The programs énd their funding &reé as
follows:

Riverfront Development,  $300,000

West Side Business District Btudy, $12,000
Central Business Dis ‘Renewal, $551,227
Rehabilitation Loans and Grents, $300,000
Relocation. {for families; individuals

and businesses) $200, ;

Code Enforcement; $2
Neighborhood Developme
Neighborhood Parks; 3
Neighborhood |
Neighborhood Ho 1
Public Servicesf,'

;30,,0,@9

party contraats with no&proflt
lzations) $758,873
Administration, $hg2 koo -

In the weeks Tollowing thelr: prelim-
inary vote the couwncil hesrd record
numbers of ‘audiences urging funding of
the five human service prbg;ams deleted
from the Human Planning Cammlgsion
recommendations,

Councilwoman Ardet
that the $250,400 needed fr
projects be taken fromithe:
expenditure approved Tor riverfront
development. The-Pive projeécts voted
on seperately were; Perfect Place,
Underground Railroad for battered
women, citizen participstion plan {SUNA),
a center for the central city historie
district and money for rehabilitation
grants in the historie district. The
vote on each project was ldentical
5-2 against, with Sister ardeth and
Pam Leckie casting the affirmative
votes on all five of the human service
programs.



PEK%PECTIv;g o

By Louanne Smith

,aued his finel Feminism: A:doctrine thatuadv"ates‘
a femsle priest- or dsmands ‘£or % . :

Paul pointed out granted wmen, as
omic status.

to be synonymous'wi
sion; competition,
have created a fert
war, rape, mirder a
are to become mere
will be the res
der? Husband 'b

free. TIf we 1o

foDressors;. and
sed.

We must find new ways to uae our
We must all’ - women and: men
abide by sex role’ 5 :
arehy of power that pr
confines us, This
many ways, from th
to the ways we run ou
desperately need
can we become 11

yuicnfis that
Pope: hes

wishes to
resders
feminist V1e
a need t

18 not 4 series no fixed solutions. Ta 3
5 & mix of at~ tempt, those who are not making the move as
‘ptions. Homogen- fast as the leaders of the movement, i& to
‘freedom and 1libera-~ condewn them to aecand-class eitizenship
ne zhall Have room foraver. :

The "war between the sexes’ menta}ity will
do nothing for either sex,; but will assure
book, the extension of that oppressive soclety
Y with at’thoee I £4nd which the true feminist; the true liberasl;
n others and myself, the true reformer finds most repugnant. -

. Invigorating . )
.‘Mildred Katz



ISSUES

by Diane Craig
& Doris Craig

.

Over the past months, wmany
people recognized it. Recent-
ly, more people know for sure
that there iz an cbvious imbal-
ance on the 1ty Council. And
that imbalance has (smong other
things), negsted the neeig of
a8 very large Aegment of the
Seeinaw Sommnity.

The imbalance stems from the
fact thet there are only two wo-
men on the Sazinaw City Mounelil,
Sr. Ardeth Platte and Pam Leckie,
and no matter how hard thev mav
try - votes concerninz "women's
igsues” bite the Aust with a
{verv often} 7 to 2 vote, Cer-
tainly it's not juat women's
iranse which suffer from the
closed "malieness” of the Commeil.
Poliey denisions regarding real-
istic spendine (e.g. more land
purchasss fer a low-priority Con-
gress Gtrest Bridge), aceountability for fed-
ersl monies (e.g. administrative salaries being
paid by Blosk Grant monieg) and more commun-
ity invut ("oven” nominations for vacancies on
the Comneil, Boards and Commissions) have, al}l
too often, resulited in the same 7 to 2 vote.

Votea to maintain 3saginaw’s status ouo
avery Monday night at 7:20, are virtually ase-
enred, §f one ¥nows that eftizene have only
Sr. Ardeth and Pan Leckie to address the is-
suwi,; Atgrins them (o¥ attempt to), ask prob=
g cusstions and vots their comsciences.

Whe ‘woarries with guch an overvhelming mwatoritv?

Qertsinly, we musk: for elections are this
November with six positicns to be filled . *
It we, as wemen, vote a3 8 block to slact women
and men who respond t0 ~itizens, who are commit-
te2 fn ontimwm citizen input and particination
end who will tralv represent all of the commn-
itv., then Saginaw’s ~ity government will be
tmlv a mofel of dmmocracy.

Boweyar A4 we dontt. o then we can rest as.
sursd thet ths wete will continus as 1L has
New the time to begin surfacing good
women ‘and men- who will truly represent the
people. Ths task shasd i35 a large one 3 but
one wa mist put cur ensrgies intn - now!

hmarn .,

#he siy poritions sre: Kim Shrasder's (re-

cently rppointed}, Jne Staphens', Sandv Spence's,

Rev, J.P, Wilson's recently rastened), Sister
Ardsth Piatie's and Pam Leckis's. T

ACTIONS

by Barb Klimaszewski

Nizerimination 4p sxtenaiom nf ~relit
on the bagis of sex {is prohitited he
hoth state gnd “sde=al laws.
icle will Aesl with the g42ts law nvrn-

visions.

Tha Michicen lsw op digscerinins.
tion in eredit went into effer
Anguetil, Agrh. Tt provides that,

discriwination 18 eytending ored
or grapting s loap ‘on the hasis
reee, soler, religion,. nation
srdpin, mevitel status, sex or
physteal handfeoap is. drokibitxi
with » fevosxceptionsg.

In order *o b eyempted From
the non-disoriminatior proviciens
in Mishiperr, the nerson syien~ing

feious,
ual chersrterigti~rs (or & combination
of these charactsristi~s), snd extends

The Michigan statute sipilerly hars die-
arimination in the rating ~f credit wvortni-
ness on the basis of race, coler, relicion.
national origin, marital =tatue. sex or phve-
ic¢al handicep.

A person whe violates the Mishigan 1aw 1
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine
of up to $1,0n0,
penzlty, the irivrad pev'y mey initiate -
civil anit for capazes agairsf tha pavaon o
organization that vinlgted *hs Yaw. Tf the
act of dis~riminstion i oroven in the aivil
action, the offanding partyv is-1¥able for =
minimm of $200, in damage=s. If the sctual
Adamages suffared are greatery the offending
party is }iable feor all damarves which reason-
ably resulted from the diss-iminstorv act.

Tn adddtiom., whoever wineg the civil ~ase is

This ant-

rr>dit wrrt bhe a non-profit coroora-
tion whoes gwaphsre snprs the same rel.
ra~dint, etitnie marital or gox-

evedit or grants losns crlv 0 1ty mevhers.

Tn addition t¢ this eriminal

antitled t0o recsive court costs and attorrsy's:

femg from the losing rariy,

Tn the next issus., T w11 ow*Vlipes +he fed-
eral law on Aiseriminatien in a»adit,

? ? ?

Now, women ‘d¢ not ask half of a king-~
dom but their rights, and they don't get
them. When she comes t¢ demand thetn, don’'t.
you hear how sons hiss-their mothers like
snakes, because they ask for their rights;
and can they ask for anything less? But
we'll have our rights; see if we don't; and
you can't stop us from them; see if you can.
You can hiss as much as you like, but it
is coming.

Sojourner. Truth, 1853

What Does The Equal Rights Amendment Say ?

natifieation.

Equality of aights unden the Law shall not be denied on- abridged
by the. United States on by any State on account uf Sex.

The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by apprepridate
Logistation, the provisions of this article.

This-amendment shall take effect two yeans affen the date of







Womene Conter

By Diane Craig

Several months ago, the staff of the YWCA
pulled together a meeting to discuss the
direction the YW might take in the future,
From the women who attended {about 10), came
information on new {snd existing) services
that were available to women in the commun-
ity and the possibility of the Y assisting
soms of these groups, elther bhr vrovidine
space for workshops or e¢r-sponsoring zvesk-
ers, a%te, Yowever, the emerging theme was
that, while there wers seveval programs
meeting needs of the area’s women, there
was a2lso 8 tremendous lack of knowledge
about all the different types of services
an? programg thet many women {sti11) didn't
know about. The need became apparent then:
to somehow coordinete all the available
servigss in such a way that any woman (wheth-
er new to the community or not) could dis-
cover what's available to her,

This led to the solidification of a (pro-
posed) Women's Resource Center, to be housed
at the YWCA, but gtaffed indepsndently of
the Y. Aceording te the bvlaws (adopted bv
consensus, Jan., 25), the purpose states
that the Women's Resource fenter shall work:
to provide opportunities for all womwen cf
the greater Saginsw area for learning and
groewth: to initiate specific services not
currently being provided for women: to sup-
port and promote exlsting zervices in the
copmanity.

The Center shall be & place where 271
women may come, The oblectives are: 1) to
provide information that responds to the uni-
oue needs of women, including but not limited
to, child care, smergency services, employ-
ment coneerns, Feminist activities, housing
and 1ibrary resources: 2) tc develop indiv-
idual and group proerams meeting the needs
of women, ineluding overcomine the barriers
of diversity, commmity dbuilding, ecarser
development and ecounseling through educat-
jon and workshops and Thrysallis ocutreach:

3} to be an sdvoeate for women and L) to
raise tunds for programs and administrative
respongibilities,

Mepbership is open to 31l women in the
aren who asre interested in participatine
and/or can Jonate $1 for membershin. Women
intermgied in learning mors can call Sallv
Lemaire, Fxscutive Director of the YWrA,

Cat T85-0571.

zﬁbirzgs to do...
Pdees to go...

3V

Mar, FOILS.8, Mg, , 1626 ¥, Mich.,

7:3W0pm

Mar, 3 Skills Fair Dmy, Saginaw Val.
tev Nollege. call 793-9800 for
information

Mar, 7 Red Shawl Mtg,, Shuch. Som:
~ity Fovnetl Mtg., Mity ¥all,
7:30pm

March 10 Women's Resource Center
Meeting, 11:30 am YWCA

¥ar., 11- Rrpe Crisis Center Counseler
13 Training. meore yohintesrs are

nesded, ealT TEE.BEEGR for de-
tails

Mgr, th "ty “ouneiY Mg, Mity ¥ell,
T+ 200m

Mar., 27 Red %hawl Mtg. {stories due),
Spw, Shneh
Mty Counedl Mep,, Citvy Hall,
T :ﬁpm

Mar., 28 ity Council Wtg,, T:2W0pm

support
The Red Shawl/

The Red Shewl is published monthly by
Diane Craig, Barb Klimaszewskl, Pst
Parthe', Linda Prohaska, Connie Smith,
Louanne Smith, Sheils Smith and Pam
Blondin Sommerfeld.

Artwork is done by Linda Prohaska of
Picture Thiz, Inc.

Typing i{s done by Sher Smith.

The Red Shawl was created to provide
the women of the Zaginaw area with =
forum to express their ideas and con-
cerng in the hope that we may gain
support, encourazement and Inspiration

from one snother.

Contributions, fineneial and inform-
ational, may be sent to The Red Shawl,
c/o 1839 N. Mich., Apt. 1, Saginaw,
Michigan 48602

IF Y0U { OR YOUR FrI&NDS ) ARE INTERESTED IN RECEIVING THE HeD SHAWL MONTHLY,

THRGUGH THE MAIL, PLEASE FILL OUT THE INFORMATION BLLOW, ENCLOSE $3.00 FOR
A T:AR'S SUBSCRIPTION ( 254 per copy ) AND RETURN TO: THE RED SHAWL cfo cod<li

SMITH, 1839 ¥, ~ICHIGAN

NANE

PAGINAv, MICHIGAN 48602. THE MONeY ~ILL BE USED TO
OEFRAY THE COSTS OF PRINTING AND MAILING,

ADDRESS

street

D LNCLOSED $3.,00 FOR ONE YEAR

[ swcrosen s FOR

state zip

ISSUES







