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DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE

NOTE: The Michigan Women's
Commission was created by
the Legislature in 1968,

It consists of 15 members,

appointed by the Governor,

- Who are broadly representa=-
tive of all fields of ine
terest to women. The heads
of the Depto's of Civil
Service, Education, Labor
and Social Services are
ex~-officio members,

One of the Commission's
responsibilities is to gathe
er information on issues
important to women and make

. recommendations that may
generate new legislatione.
The public hearing is a way
to gather such information.

G S

Barly this fall, the
Michigan Women's Commission
will be holding a series of
public hearings on domestic
violence and the physical
abuse of women. Their goal
is to provide a forum for
the exchange of information
on this sensitive, but crit-
ical problem so that they may
identify what is known about
and what is needed by the
victims of this kind of
assaulte

They are seeking tes-
timony from individuals with
expertise in this area as
well as  from agencies and
organizations who may have
dealt socially, legally, or
medically with the physical-
ly abused woman, directly or.
indirectlys The Commission
is also seeking testimony
from victims of physical
abuse and has made arrange-
ments to assure anonymity if
they wish to appear in person,

SAGINAW will be the
sight of such a hearing,
Tuesday, October 12, 1976,
in the Court House in the
Jury Assembly roome The
times will be: 2:00pm=-
5:00pm and 7:00pm = 93:00pme

Anyone wishing to make
a presentation is asked to
send it tos 230 N. Washing-
ton, Lansing, MI 48933

They will also be accepe
ting testimony in person on
the above date and ask only
that, if possible, the testi=
mony be in writing so that it
may be kepte

%

The Saginaw office of
Legal Services of Eastern
Michigan will be conduce
ting a public forum on the
suoject of domestic vioe
lence in Saginaw County.
Candidates for the office
of Prosecuting Attorney and
Judges will be invited to
attend and share their views
on domestice violence aléhg
with victims and others in
the community who have had
direct or indirect contact
with such victims,.

Commander James Bannon
of Detroit ( recently quow
ted in the August issue of
Mso magazine on the sube
Ject ) will be the guest
speaker.

The public forum will
be at St. John's Episcopal
Church, Ne Michigan at
Hancock, Tuesday, October
19,1976 at 7:30 pme The
forum is being co-spone
sored by the Saginaw Coune
ty league of Women Voters
and the public is invited.

WOMEN'sS HEALTH

Everyone of us is
affected by federal health
policy. Each time we take a
pill or undergo surgery, use
contraceptives or give birth,
see a physician or attend mede
ical or nursing school, federw
al guidelines are at work. Yet
until now, few of us have had
a voice in the formation of
health policy. The National
Women's Health Network has
been created to give women
this important voice.

The Washington D.C,-based,

on women's health issues. This

system will allow us to make
our concerns known to policye

makers before crucial decisions

are made affecting our healths

The Network glso will keep mem-

bers informed of activities of

local groups across the country

working on women's health isw

sues, and promote communication

and coordination of efforts
among various groups.

The National Women's
Health Network also plans to
create a clearinghouse for

Through the clearinghouse, meme
bers also will have access to
the Network's national resource
file on a wide variety of woe
men's health subjects, which
will serve as an important
information base for those
organizing around particular
issuese.

The promotion and pro=-
tection of women's health is
up to us = no one else has a -
bigger stake in.it. Your sup-
port and involvement will
help the National Women's

non=profit Network will prow
vide its members with regular
"news-alerts" on pending fed-
eral legislation, upcoming

" hearings and policy meetings,
and proposed federal guidelines

women's health information, pro-
viding members with new medical wus to assure safe, effective,
information from Congressional sccessible health care for all
testimony, health agency reports women.

FDA and HEW advisory committee

hearings, and other sources.

Health Network work for all of
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’ QPiIIion S

When a few women came together over a month ago to
discuss the possibility of putting together a newsletter,

" we all agreed on one thingesethat it had to be donel The
reasons were a bit varied...there had to be a way of lete
ting women know what the rest of us were doing; there had
to be a forum for discussion about issues that meant some=
thing to all of us and there had to be a consistent means
of communicationsssthe right hand knowing what the left hand

is doing, if you will.

The idea that there are many women's organizations in
our community that are engaged in action and/or service and

that many of us don't even know
of the main reasons why we have
betier society...togetheres

each other is perhaps one
not been moving toward a

In this paper, we hope to get acquainted. So, we have
put together some news, some features ( such as Breaking
Ground, which will focus on women in the community who
have gone into business for themselves and Her-Story,
which will inform us about women we know and maybe don't
know about in history ) and columns deeling with polit=
jcal issues and the Law, We will also be carrying book
reviews and notices of meetings, locally and around the

Statee

and decidedly feminist,

Our editorial poliecy will tend to be progressive

We invite your opinions, your input and your in=-
formation. We also invite your donationss. We have per-
sonally paid for this first issue because we believe

in it. We hops that other women

who also believe in .

it will send contributions toward the next issue, We hope
SOssebecause it will be an affirmation that what we're

doing is indeed needede

Te Grligun

Woman Hating by Andres
Dworkin is a book with an ine
terestingly ambigous title.
One soon learns that the ambie
guity stops there., Ms. Dworkin,
in a somewhat short, extremely
articulate and compelling
book, neatly exposes the mythe
ical pedestal, on and from
which women supposedly reign,
for what it truly is; an ele=
vated auction block, which can
easily be converted into a
slaughtering pene.

The author demonstrates
through analyses of fairy tales,
pornography, the practice of
Chinese foot binding, and the
woman slaughter through witch
hunts that ours is indeed a
history of systematic, instie
tutionalized hatred, fear and
consequent subjugation and bru=
tilization of womene

by Sheila Smith

Ms. Dworkin offers hope
for a new kind of community in
the revolutionary concluding
chapter, which of itself is
"must® reading for all people
seeking an end to oppression
through role stereotyping. She
posits that the concept of
men-women different and polare
ized is baged on myth. Her
conclusion is that we are not
one or the other of two sex=
es, but rather a wrigue point
on 2 vast continum of sexuale
itye The human race is multie
sexuale

The afterward, like the
rest of the book, is a mind
stirring and at times a mind
blowing experience. The book
is here, world, ready or not,

Woman Hating, is published
by E.P.Dutton, Ince. of New
JYork, is 193 pgse and sells

THE RED SHAWL...is published by
Diane Craig, Barb Klimaszewsid,
Pat Parthe!, Linda Prohaska,
Sheila Smith and Pam Blondin
Sommerfeld in Saginaw, Miche

Saginaw, Michigan 48603

for $3¢95. If local booke
stores don't have it, ask
r1:hem to order it.

Information and contributions may be sent to:
THE RED SHAWL, c/o Ms. Sheila Smith, 5903 Ambassador Dre,

HHE R -
STORY

by Pat Parthe

This year we celebrate our
first 200 years as a nation, but
did you know that it was only
56 years ago that American Wo=
men won full citizenship ? As
we recall the long and diffi=-
cult struggle that made that
possible, one name is foremost:
SUSAN B. ANTHONY, who devoted
her life to making this nation
aware that Amerdican women were
denied every right under the
law and that this was intoler-
ableo

Ms. &nthony began her lifew
long commitment to the Rights
of Women in 1852 after attending
a Temperance Convention where
she attempted to speak but was
promptly silenced with the admoe
nition that women could listen
and learn but must not speak
publicly. She was angry and ine
sulted, but that fury led her
to the firm conviction that
nothing short of complete and
equal rights would guarantee
women the justice they deserved.
This incident 1it the fire of a
deeply committed feminism that
would consume the rest of her
lifes

4s a part of her commite
ment, Ms. Anthony organized the
Women'®s Suffrage Movement; she
founded Revolution, a newspaper
whose aim was “The Trus Repub=
lic—we Men, their rights and
nothing more; Women, their
rights, and nothing less"; she
whs jailed in 1872 for trying
to vote; and for over 50 ysars
educated and aroused this na=
tion about women'®s rights.
Little by little changes cames-

During her lifetime, she
saw women achieve the right to
own propertys to make contracts,
to keep their earnings and to
have joint custody of their
children. Though she died 14
years before women received
the vote, her faith and deter=
mination never wavered. Her
last public words at the age
of 86 were; " Failure is im=
possiblelt

At the first Internatione
al Women's Rights Council,
she wore a red silk shawl
symbolizing the revolutionary
changes she advocated., We
chose The Red Shawl as our
title in memory of Susan B.
Anthony and her passionate
devotion to feminist causes
which we share.



" 26 projects some of which have

‘Revenue Sharing money. That

ISSUES

ol itics

by Fam B ondln Sommerfeld

Washington's program of
Genersl Revenue sharing was
greeted with both eagerness
and skepticism by state and
local officials throughout
the nation when it began in
1972,

The intent of Revenue
Sharing is for local governe
ments to seek and develop so=
lutions to their own area's
unique problems using federal
money. The idea that local
governments are better suited
to provide solutions to their
own human needs rather than a
distant bureaucracy, is a good
one. Let!s examine how Saginaw
has addressed its community's
needs through Revenue Sharing.

Over the past five years
the Cownty of Saginaw has ree
ceived over $6,000,000600 in

money has been allocated to

been funded every year, others
which have been funded only
onces The category receiving
the overwhelming bulk of the
money has been law enforcement
with a total of $2,636,521.00
from December, 1972 mmtil
December 31, 1975. This money
has been put directly into the
Sheriff Department's budget.
The second largest amount,
$1,130,397.00 was allocated to
secondary road bridge construc-
tion in rural Saginaw County.
Construction costs for a new
Saginaw County Infirmary was
the third highest allocation
with $748,00,00 going towards
a new facility for indigent
adults unable to live without
supervisions

The Perfect Place, a
temporary shelter for women,
received two entitlements for
a total of $24,000,00 They are
no longer funded through Reve
enue Sharing.

Family Education, Inc,
received a total of $59,400.00
spread over three entitlements
and is an agency that deals
comprehensively with families
in trouble,

The local 4=-H program re-
ceived $8,000.00 and was fiunded
only once.

The Federal Revenue Share
ing Act established guidelines
for the use of funds. High
priority categories listed
wereii, Public Safety

2. Environmental Protecs

tion

3¢ Public Transportation

(including roads)

4, Health

5. Recreation

¥ I'm happy for my sisters who have been waiting so
long and I'm happy for my brothers who lave made their

priesthood wholee®

Dre Jeanette Piccard

WE applaud the recent action of the Episcopal Church
in recognizing the right of women to take part in the
privileges of priesthoods It is our hope that this

vision and sense of
other institutions,

justice will be an example to
both Church and Statee

Congratulations to our sisters who have at last

you in spirit, with

6. Social Services for
poor and aged

7o Financial Administra=
tion

8, Iibraries

In total, $631,100.00
has been allocated to human
services programs in Saginaw
County. The rest, $5,509,050.
has gone for capital improve=
ment, Sheriff's Depte. and
studies on flood control,
storm drainage end mose
quito control.

The Federal Revenue
Sharing Act is before Cong=
ress again and one House
has already passed a re=
vised version with fewer
restrictions for spending.
Any comments on the new
or the old version should
be addressed %o your lo-

cal Representatives, Senw
ators or if the legisla=

tion is enacted again, cone
tact your County Commissioner.
It is still not to late to let
your representatives know how
you, the voter, feel about the
Prograiis

won the struggle for acceptance, We celebrate with

love and joye

CTIONS

law

by Barb Klimaszewski

The Americsn legal system
has, historically, been a male
systems That system, established
and controlled by men, has sube
Jjugated women, ignored women, and
controlled womens In recent hise
tory, it has occasionglly atiempe
ted to emancipate women, protect

" women, and, in some areas of the

law, end discrimination egainst
WOnslie

Today, the growing ranks of
female attorneys still make up
less than 5% of the practicing .
bar. But, as the nunbers of wo=
men practicing law and on the
bench continue to increase, and
as more women become active in
the political process, the le=

. gal status of &merican women cone

tinues to improve,

Some of the legal problems
of women are peculiar to women,
and some are general problems
which women encounter for the
first time as active members of
a changing societys. Some of these
problems include obtaining cree
dit, marriage and divorce, name
changes and the right to retain
birth names, child custody, sex
discrimination in smployment, lee
gal rights of non=nuclear famie
lies, rape, domestic violence,
child neglect charges, and dise
crimination in educational and
sports programse In this column
I hope to address some of these
problems as well as other areas
of the law which may be of spece=
ial interest to you, as a woman,
I will neot be able to give spec=
ific legal advice regarding ine
dividual cases. However, I am
willing to answer general ques=
tions ur give information on a
topic of general interest.

If you have suggestions for
a topic, contact:

Barb Klimaszewskl
110% Ne MiChigan
Saginaw, Michigan

7997641 during the day.



by Linda Pronaska

Realizing a business as a means of expressing myself as an
artist, as financial stability, and as a long held dream of
selfwsufficiency ( emancipation from the chains of an wmfulfile
ling hum-drum job~lifestyle); I was overcome by enormous fear,
cried, and quickly said no.when Brenda suggested going into
business for ourselves last February. The thought of successful=
ly supporting myself doing what I loved and wanted to do was a
drean but a seemingly impossible reality. A reality that brought
back words from a former professor who said " it's hard to make
it in art{ particularly if you're a woman e however, if you were
married ( therefore, financially secure ) you could do your
art work on the gide and maybe be successfule!

But after examining my belief that what you believe to be
true is true, I decided to accept the challenge, incorporate with
two other women artists, Valarie Fair and Brenda L. Marshall with
the name Picture This Ince. with the purpose to produce creative
silkscreened productss The Articles were written by us and rate
ified by the State, June 25th, 1976.

With our Articles finally legitimate, we pooled our equip=
ment, resources; blood and sweat together to begin business full
time in Valerie's basements Since none of us were financially
affluent or had some one to hand us our business on a silver
platter, we toiled long hours with what we hade The frustrations
were high since our equipment was crude, working conditions were
fer from idealy and we had low cepitilizatione. Operating from a
cash basis with the money we made, we purchased more materials to
keep goinge During this time, we also sought financial assistance
from various sources so we could secure the finances needed in
order to operate to our capacitye Picture This,Inc, .was considered
& "high risk® and we were, more or less, politely turned away by
most investors. However, one source, the Saginaw Economic Devele
opment Corporation (SEDC) stayed by our side, believed in us, our
potential and our goalse, Without Jose Parker, Mr. Kulish and the
rest of the SEDC Board members' support our efforts would have
been set backo The SEDC granted Picture This Inc. a loan on
September Bth ( the Full Moon ), 1976.

Picture This Inc. is located at 1730 Hess in the Lufkin
Complex in Saginawe. Our phone number is 753-9291 and we're
there 9-5mme Monday through Fridaye. We produce greeting cards,
calenders, posters, show cards, signs~banners, decals, sta=-
tionary, creative T=Shirts and textiles and personal arte-
workse Our desigris are original and we do not limit our=
selves as to what we can accomplishs We are women artistsg
young fresh seedlings with a sownd root structure, who
have just broken grounde

é/zing/s to do

Septe 27 - City Council
Meeting, 7:30pm, City
Hall Council Chambers
Sept. 28.~Human Planning
Commission Public Meet=

(@) ings 7:00pm, Unity Hall,
Civic Center

rr el

N Get. 4 - City Cowncil

Meeting, 7:30pm, City
Hall Council Chambers

Octe 7 & 8 - Women's
U Resource Center in

U Grand Rapids - Workshop

—_

on Grants and Planning =
register by Sept, 27th
(616) 456-8571
Octe 11 = City Council
Meeting, 7:30pm, City
Hall Council Chambers
Octe 12,~ Michigan
omen's Commission
Hearings on Domestie
Violence, 2«5 & 7=-9pm
Jury Room, County Court
House
Octe 13 « Sags Cos Rape
Crisis Center Meeting ,
7.130pm RM.206, Court
House
Octe 17 = SUNA Commune
ity Congress, Warren
Ave, Pres. Church,
13145 pme
Octo, 18 = City Council
Mesting, 7:30pm, City
Hall Council Chambers
QOcts 19 = Local Forum
on Domestic Violence,
7:30 pm, St. John's
Episcopal Church
L P b

NOTE: The article on Wo=
men's health on page one
was reprinted from a flye
er.If you desire more ine
formation contact Sheila
Smith, 5903 Ambassador Drs,
Saginaw, Michigan 48603 or
call . 799-9166 after Spte



