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Though ray t o p i c t h i s morning i s Farmjngton's F i r s t 
Meeting House, and i t s f i r s t Deacon, i t seems adv i s a b l e 
to t r a c e some of the h i s t o r i c a l background. 
! I t i s g e n e r a l l y w e l l known t h a t the f i r s t s e t t l e 
ments were i n the v i c i n i t y of Great Bay: Dover P o i n t , 
Strawberry Banke, L i t t l e Harbor, and along the P i s c a t e -
qua R i v e r — these o c c u r r i n g i n the e a r l y 16?0's. The 
names of many of the e a r l y s e t t l e r s are a matter of 
r e c o r d , though the names of some have been l o s t with 
the passage of time. 

One of th«Be e a r l y s e t t l e r s was James Newt, who 
was sent as a servant of John Mason ESQ. i n t o the Pro
v i n c e of New Hampshire ( R e g i s t e r : 2 - ? ^ ' \n or b e f o r e 
1 6 3 1 ; was a f reeman i n 1653; l i v e d on Dover Neck where 
he was t a x e d between 1648 and 1677: ar"^ was s t i l l l i v i n g 
i n 1691 ( R e g i s t e r : 7 - 2 5 9 ) • At l e a s t two sons were born: 
James J r . i n 164-3 and Abraham i n ^6^\A. '<oth sons ac
quired land from t h e i r f a t h e r on Feb. 1 , l ^ ^ ' l . ( I b i d ) 

James J r ' s . e s t a t e was i n v e n t o ^ i d 1 6 9 1 , w ith 
r e f e r e n c e being made to h i s widow; J a t r ^ s J^l. born 
J u l y 27, 1687, Samuel, born i n 15R9 - - 1 a t l e a s t two 
other c h i l d r e n . 

Another e a r l y s e t t l e r was Gat)t. / i l l i a r r ^ ^ ?urber, 
of Dover Neck, 1659, and B loody ^'oint, "'6S7, ' N o n s t a b l e , 
1645, Freeman, 1653, sergeant, 16^^; v̂ h-̂  wns born i n 
England about 1614, came i n the •̂̂ '""T-'-̂  w i t h John 
Cogswell from London i n 16̂ ==̂ , a n i ,;r-<^->-d p+- ^'ernaquid. 
He was dead i n 1699 when there wer'^ o»»?v^^f^. for the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of h i s e s t a t e . 

I t i s important to remember tha-t- Tr.-n-/ o'" those 
e a r l y s e t t l e r s l e f t whatever co T i f o ^ t ' - ' ^'^-t they may 
have known f o r an unknown f u t u r e bo-anso o f r e l i g i o u s 



I p e r s e c u t i o n , and t h e i r d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with the Church 
I of England. 

r As land grants were made-, p r o v i s i o n was made f o r 
i i a meeting house, and land was reserved f o r the m i n i s t e r , 
llAs we s i t here i n the comfort of t h i s church today, hav-
I i n g come fcom our comfortable homes, mnny f i n d i t n e a r l y ; 
impossible to v i s u a l i z e the hardshir^s of these e a r l y ' 
s e t t l e r s , who had to e r e c t temporary s h e l t e r s while 
land was c l e a r e d f o r t h e i r new homes. There were no roads i 
as we know them; only t r a i l s through t h e woods. T h e i r : 
b u i l d i n g t o o l s were most p r i m i t i v e , and t h e c l e a r i n g j 

and b u i l d i n g process must have been m o s t arduous. j 

Most l i k e l y , even as they we'r-e do:^n^ t h e i r own ' 
b u i l d i n g , thought was given to the meeting house, where 
they could worship God. 

1 W i l l i a m Furber had at l e a s t s i x c h i l d r e n , and ^ 
p o s s i b l y others of whom no record h a s b'̂ on f o ^ i r i d . 1 

p 
L t . W i l l i a m Furber J r . was boi^n ^n '^over about j 

1646, and l i v e d a t Welch Cove, BlJiody P o i n t ; was an j 
ensign i n 169^, ferryman, member o f t h ^ '"'olonial Asseme 
b l y . His f i r s t w i f e was E l i z a b e t h , by whom 
he had at l e a s t two c h i l d r e n , and nn^-p^ h i v ^ o r e . "f*''ollow
i n g her death, he married E l i z a b e t h ( W u r d ) Nute, daugh- \ 
t e r of Capt. John and E l i z a b e t h Pu-^d , and widow of James ' 
Mute J r . Thus the union of two ^ D r l y f - > - ] i - . nr. \ 

.William Furber became s t e p f a t h e r t ^ •*-he '^ute c h i l d r e n , 
and she became stepmother to the -^'unb^r c'liJdren. 1 

W i l l i a m ' Furber of Newington. nonn 1 6 7 ? and died , 
20 Mar. 1757, married Sarah Nute, dauf^hte - p o f James J r . 
and Sarah (Hurd) Nute. She was born 167'- a n d died 28 I 

A p r i l 1762. .William's brother J e t h r o married o a r a h ' s 
s i s t e r Leah, f u r t h e r ceraentingthe '''nrber-'Sute connections. 



i 

The Town of Rochester was granted i n 1722, and 
I the drawing of p r o p r i e t o r ' s grants followed soon a f t e r . 
! T h i s f i r s t d i v i s i o n i ncluded the land from Dover to 
1| a point approximately near the present Rochester Common. 
; W i l l i a m Furber I I I was a f u l l share p r o p r i e t o r , while 
: James Nute I I I , h i s brother Samuel Nute, and Thomas 
T u r t l e were t h i r d share p r o p r i e t o r s , settlement was 

, slow because of I n d i a n r a i d s , but by the 1750's, there 
W8LB a Meeting House a t the top of R o c h e s t e r H i l l . 

These same p r o p r i e t o r s a l s o acquired l o t s i n the 
second d i v i s i o n of 1750, and a l s o i n the l a t e r t h i r d 

. d i v i s i o n . 
Attendance a t Meeting was considered compulsory, 

;and those who d i d not attend r e g u l a r l y were s e v e r e l y 
admonished, and not i n f r e q u e n t l y p e n a l i z e d . 

As latie as 1750, the area above the Common was 
descri b e d by McDuffee as unbroken w i l d e r n e s s . T r a v e l 
l i n g from place to place was u s u a l l y on foot, by way of 

I narrow blazed t r a i l s , l a t e r widened enouprh f o r a horse, 
and s t i l l l a t e r f o r wagons. 

Many of these f i r s t p r o p r i e t o r s did nor l i v e long 
enough to s e t t l e on t h e i r own g r a n t s , and the grants 
were passed t o sons or grandsons, or were s a c r i f i c e d 
f o r unpaid t a x e s , 

Richard'*- Furber, son of W i l l i a m I I I , was born about 
1700, and ba p t i s e d at the Old North -^hurch i n Portsmouth. 
He married, had two sons i n 1725 and 1725, and died 
soon a f t e r . 

R i c h a r d ^ , bom i n 1725» a s o l d i e r at I.ouisburfehin 
1747; married f i r s t A b i g a i l Wadleigh; and secondly, 
E l i z a b e t h Downing on 28 Ja n . 1748. There were at l e a s t 
seven c h i l d r e n of t h i s second marriage, but the three 

! i 



I 

i'brothers Samuel, Benjamin, and Richard are of concern 
j! • i 
lito U S today. j 
11 Ens. R i c h a r d Furber^, acquired p a r t of h i s grand- ' 
;|father's grant i n the second d i v i s i o n by deed on J ^ l y i 
;|10, 1 7 4 6 . I t i s not known when he a c t u a l l y s e t t l e d on j 

lithe l a n d , as h i s c h i l d r e n were a l l baptised i n Newing- ! 
ton between 1749 and 1 7 6 2 . N e v e r t h e l e s s , h i s gravestone 
together w i t h t h a t of h i s second w i f e have been lo c a t e d ! 
•near the property of A l i c e and the l a t e C e c i l Dustin, 
J u s t o f f Route 2 0 2 A i n Rochester. | 

Accoining t o the n a r r a t i v e s e c t i o n of the 1871 
I S t r a f f o r d County A t l a s , "Among the f i r s t who s e t t l e d i n i 

the M e r r i l l ' s Comer s e c t i o n were Benjamin, Samuel, | 
and R i c h a r d Furber, Samuel Jones, Benjamin Chesley, and 
Paul DeMeritt, who s e t t l e d between 1770 and 1783. On j 

the Ten Rod Road, Joseph and L e v i L e i ghton were l o c a t e d . ; 
The f i r s t records at the S t r a f f o r d County Re g i s - I 

t r y of Deeds date from 1773, w i t h a l l of the e a r l i e r 
[ ones at the A r c h i v e s i n Concord. I have not researched i 
Furber land t r a n s a c t i o n s t h e r e , but a l l three Furber 
b r o t h e r s were buying l a n d i n the M e r r i l J s Corner area 
i n 1773, 177^, and 1 7 7 6 , and presumably s e t t l e d there ' 
v e r y soon t h e r e a f t e r , a« the f i r s t school dates from i 

1791. 
A l l of the Furber c h i l d r e n were baptised by Rev. 

• Haven, and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t they made the long t r e k ; 
to Rochester H i l l f o r t h i s purpose. I'hus i t was not 
long before they r e a l i z e d the need of having t h e i r own p 
meeting house, much c l o s e r to t h e i r homes. ' 

' With the establishment of Farmington as a community 
separate from Rochester i n 1798, the need became even {: 
more i m p e r a t i v e . | 

The church_at Meeting House H i l l was b u i l t by the 

i 



I I p e o p l e of Farmington and were a s s i s t e d by Oongregation-
| | a l i s t s . A l o t w i t h 100 foot frontage and 75 f e e t deep 
.(C a r l s o n ' s f i e l d a t the top of the h i l l ) was purchased 
•from Samuel Jones, an e a r l y s e t t l e r of Farmington who 
i'located i n 1770 where Gen. Roberts resided i n 1888. 
i; ( D u r a l t place i n I 9 6 0 ) . 

Lemuel Meader worked a t framing the b u i l d i n g . He 
i'was the f a t h e r of E l d e r J e s s e Meader. ( I might add here, 
t h a t Lemuel was a f i f t h generation descendant of John 
Meader; one of the seven brothers who s e t t l e d the Meader-

^ boro s e c t i o n } and my own gre a t - g r e a t - g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r ) . 
' Lemmy f e l l and was i n j u r e d c o n s i d e r a b l e , but recovered 
r 
a f t e r a long s p e l l . The dimensions of the b u i l d i n g were 
40' by 50', two s t o r i e s i n height with windows i n both 

• s t o r i e s . I t was b u i l t , i n 1806. 
Preachers a t Meeting House H i l l included T i l l y 

H owe and Dyer Burge, and o c c a s i o n a l l y 5 ] i a s Smith, a 
noted m i n i s t e r spoke t o a l a r g e audience. I'arson Haven 
preached on d i f f e r e n t occasions, a l s o ^lder Joseph i 

[[ Boody. The only female preacheress tha t ev<^r spoke 
, a t Meeting House H i l l was Miss Oar i s s a 'innforth. 

(Old Time '̂'ar--̂  r.gton #25) ! 
With cold weather, the meetings Meetinr House ; 

H i l l were d i s c o n t i n u e d , but were held at the "Oock" 
schoolhouse i n s t e a d , they having no heat i n i t . Some
times they would b r i n g t h e i r charcoal foot heaters or , 

- warmers w i t h them. Most a l l of the oeoT^le wo 3id. i 
;! i 

; i sometimes 9 0 and meet there at "Th^ 0]d Black School 
•j House" ( c o r n e r of cemetery lower e n t r a n c e ) . 

There would be Simon Dame and '-^enja^in :-!am, both 
v e r y r e l i g i o u s and "good exhorter-^"; t ^ o ..'ingates a l s o , 

' went, the S a u i r e and h i s w i f e , sh^ t - k i r - '̂'̂  s arm ( a 
i, • ji 

r v e r y worthy couple; Mr. Jeremv v i n ^ a t e , the storekeeper 



and h i s w i f * , ' and o f t e n h i s s i s t e r , Miss Nancy; Lawyer 
Eastman and wife*, the Widow P e a r l and her p r e t t y daugh
t e r S a l l i e ; Capt. B d g e r l y and w i f e ; old Jeremiah Folsom 
and h i s worthy companion; and Thomas Ham's f a m i l y ; while 
''<3ooper" Ebenezer Wentworth J r . l e d the s i n g i n g to the 
m i n i s t e r ' s great d e l i g h t . 

Tallow candles were a l l they had to l i g h t the 
sehool room with.~ 6ro*m-ups at t e n d i n g meetings would 
b r i n g a candle apiece to l i g h t up w i t h . 

A l l t h r e e Furber b r o t h e r s served t h e i r country i n 
the R e v o l u t i o n a r y pWP* Benjamin Furber, together w i t h 
Moses Furber, John Nute, and Joseph Thompson were i n 
Capt. David P l a c e ' s Go., at Seaisrey I s l a n d i n 1 7 7 5 . Sgt. 
R i c h a r d was i n Oapt. David Copp's Go. at P i e r c e I s l a n d 
a t the same t i i M ^ l a t e r a t Saratoga; and served as 

I a d j u t a n t a t the 8%u?render of Burgoyne. 
I Benjamin IHirber married f i r s t Deborah T i b b e t t s on 
iDec. 18, 1777; and'second, Ke z i a h Ash on J u l y 5 , 1795. 
iHe was the f a t h e r of a t l e a s t e i g h t c h i l d r e n : Jonathan, 
Mary, A b i g a i l , E l i z a b e t h , Benjamin, - W i l l i a m , Deborah, 

j and R i c h a r d . 
ji A b i g a i l married John Murray J r on Nov. 26, 1807, 
,| and t h e i r daughter i6a»ia married Othnie] '/amey and 
I s e t t l e d on the farm about two m i l e s above M e r r i l l ' s 
j Comer. E l i z a b e t h a a r r i e d David Hayes and s e t t l e d on 
th»; farm now occupied by L e s l i e Harden. They are buried 
i n the cemetery i n the upper corner of the fi«'ld. 
T h e i r daughteir, B l i a a J a n * Hayes married as h i s second 
wife:, the Hon. J o s l a h B a r t l e t t E d g e r l y of Farmington, 

I a man of prominence and honor i n h i s community. E l i z a 
was a t e a c h e r i n Farmington before her marriage. They 
l i v e d i n the house boiight of Hon. Nehemiah Eastman, 
o r i g i n a l l y the Jonas C. March house, the second frame 



b u i l d i n g b u i l ^ i n Farmington. I t stood d i n e c t l y opposite 
j the Congregational Church. 
I Since genealogy i s p r e s e n t l y only a spare-time 
;| hobby of mine, I r e g r e t t h a t I have not had time to 
pursue t h i s f a m i l y f u r t h e r . Hov/eve^, I would c a l l to 

I; your a t t e n t i o n t h a t your own Ronald Parrock i s a g r e a t -
g r e a t - g r e a t grandson of Capt. Samuel Furber; f u r t h e r 
t h a t Furber descendants were s t i l l l i v i n g i n the M e r r i l l ' 
; Corner are a w i t h i n my own memory. 

The information t h a t I have found p a r t i c u l a r l y 
' i n t e r e s t i n g i s the v e r y e a r l y Furber-Nute connections; 
;' t h a t Deacon Benjamin Furber^ was the deacon of the 
! i 

ij f i r s t Meeting House, and t h a t Deacon "ugene Nute, 
;| generation u n c e r t a i n , but probably 10th of 11th i s the 
Senior Deacon of t h i s Congregational Church, today. 

i 

i The e a r l y Purber f a m i l y cemetery i s l o c a t e d on 
land o r i g i n a l l y belonging t o Capt. Samuel Purber, 

] approximately % mile i n the woods, w i t h i n land now owned 
i by L e s l i e Barden, and contains 17 Furber gravestones. 
j . • " 

I t i s w i t h a great d e a l of pleasure t h a t I today 
present to the Farmington Congregational Church, 

i! s uccessor to the F i r s t Meeting House, a mounted and 
! framed rubbing of Deacon Benjamin Furber's p-ravestona, 
and I t h i n k t h a t i t i s only appropriate tha t Deacon 

! Nute be asked t o unveiH i t . 
I 


