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Farmington Public Library
A history from its —beginning in Dec.-1890 until 193

Written by the late Ethel B. Nason,
Librarian for twenty years

For about twenty years begin- bers poesible for the association. Jed by Mrs. L. H. Palmer and Miss
ning in 1926, the late Bthel B, They were as follows J E.S. Agnes L. Berry, dancing was en-
Nason was librerian at the Good- Hall, Will Herring, Percy Sanord, joyed until midnight.
win Publio Hbrary, and for sev- John Berry, J., Ned Parker, W. I.  Another big event was held be-
eral years previous to that time Hayes, Badie Cooke, Agnes BerrY, ginning May 5, 1893. This was
she had served as substitute or Cora Plersons, Mra. Walter Ed- the Columbian Bazaar, & three-
assistant librarian. gerly, Minnie Hussey and Allce qgqy affair and netted t'.he library

Like almoat everyone who is Burnham., association over $200

ocoupied in a position serving  The public library association At the beginning of the Iib
the public, she gave many hours was formally organized on Mon- year of 1893, the amoclaeu fhid
of work tbeyond the prescribed day evening, December 8, 18%0 juctantly acc.epted the resi o g;:.;
hours of duty. It was thought that those resi- of the president and firet in:r ri
Iiustrating her dovoted inter- dents paying the fee of ome dol- apn, Isaac B. Pearl Mr Pea 1:1&;
est in the library and ita value 10 and receiving a card which would been president since the Iirb
the community, she complled 8 permit them to take out books had {ts beginning back in 1:;:;roy
valuable history of the Institu- would be willing to sign the coD- hut his removsl to another town
tion from the date of its inceP- stitution and become thereby eu- prevented the continuation of hi
tion in December, 1890, up to the thorized to vote in regular meet- joyal servico to the lbrar an;
year 19386. A oopy of this record ings. President Isaac K. Peanl the publie. But, however Zw r
has been made avellable to the yery thoughtfully made it dclear thy successor was found in toh-
“News'’ and the contents are be- (hat while the reading room wae pereon of S. 8. Parker, who l.lk:
ing published for the benefit of open to everyone absolutely free, Mr Peerl was one of the ploneer
all who will pause to consider those who wished to enjoy the workers 0;71- the new ubmrp Mr
how very much the townspeoplo book department must hold mem- Parker was elected almost ):manl-
wished for @ library and hOW pership cards. The membership fee mously, the only dissenting ballot
hard many people worked to 8C- was necessary in the book depart- pheing .y;_gg own. Mr H. B. White
cumulate the funds that were the ment to the purchase of bookS wag chosen to fill the pincé of Mr
foundation of the effort. and the running expenses. It Parker on the board of directors
Miss Nason's record ehowed eX- wag voted at this time to open the and Mr B, B. Hayes was mdé
teneive search into records over 5 reading room and it poeaible the gecretary suwoceeding Mrs. Price
period of years and her fndings phook department on January 1, whoee removal to Rochegier e'
were tranecribed in long hand, 2 1891, on which night a grand vented her longer service 1&:5-
task which must have taken many pook reception would be held at price, in addition to her dutes
hours to compile. For most De0- yhe library room, each person &t- qg se'cremry bad served as li-
plo this would have been a tedi- tending being at Uberty on this prapt rolléwlng the resignation
ous undertaking, but she Wwas pight to contribute as many books of Agnes L. Berry.
fond of the lbrary and all It g5 they wish, Accordingly, &  Now. Mrs M :

Mary B. P
stood for. It Is with respectful |grge number of those presedl gyer helpful and a’l,rw ays WOT;::Z‘;
pleasuro thet this history I8 gigned the comstitution and be- g tho advancement of the li-

rinted herewith.
p came members. brary, consented to act as librari-

During the fall of 1890 some of Both the reading room and the an temporarily, but in February,
the citizens of the town of Farm- book department were opened 1894, felt inable to have the care
fngton had been interesting them- January 1, 1891, and Isaac E. of the office for a longer time and
selves In & movement to establish Pearl consented to act as librarl- was succeeded by Henry 8. Davis,
a ‘publio lbrary and reading an until the affairs were running who with the ald of Mrs. Davis,
room, and on election day, thanks smoothly. served the library for many years,
to the good intent of the Voters, pr H. P. Wheatley, at that A few weeks later, on April 12
the town ‘voted to give for that ¢yme one of the foremost physi- 1894, the first Ipove;w ball eve;
purposo the use of the polico cang of the town, made many do- held in the town of Farmington
cotrt room: properly lighted. pations to the reading room, was given for the benefit of the

Now that such excellent quar- among them being mnewspaper public lbrary, under the efficient
terp had beén secured, it romained shelves, magezine racks, and sev- leadership of Mrs. L. H Paimer
to organize a ibrary association eral volumes of literature Fifty couples, attired in rags,
and to adopt eomo plan of work  Rejuctant as was the public at paraded around the hall, display-
for: supplying the room with sult- yrge to support the movement to ing as they did soe variety of
able books, perlodicals and furni- organize @ library association in etyles more appertaining to tramp
turo. November, just the reverse was tife. There was no question in

A committee of seven citizens true at the beginning of the new the minds of the judges as to the
had hed the matter in discussion year. No project in Farmington disposition of the prizes. Mrs.
dor. & few weeks past and at a up to that time had ever recelved Palmer, as she limped along with
public meeting at the opera house such @& generous and hearty sup- her worldly goods in the moth-
on Friday evening, November 21, port from oll its citizens as had eaten old carpet bag upon ber
1&%0, they laid their plane be: that of the public Ubrery and arm and the old dog in leash with
fore the people and proceeded to reading room. Early in January & tow string unquestionably was
organizo an association for the the association was able to an- entitled to first lady's prize. This
express Dpurpose of establishing nounce that five hundred people was a gold plece and while she re-
and maintaining a public library had become yearly members and tained her prize, slié returned its
aiid reading room in Farmington had taken out cards ontitling worth in cash to the treasury of
Rvyéry citizen, young and old, was them to the doan of books. Farm- the library.
invited to be present and bocome ington citizens had ocontributed  Mr Archio Wiggin roceived the
mgmberl of the organization. about $900. Mr. John Hurd of gent's first prize, the judges, Mrs.

Fudging trom the size of the Dover sent & check for §18. Mr. John Waldron, Mrs. Buzzell and
audionce at tho public meeting at Fogg, a member of the fArm for Mrs, A. I Nute deciding that
the opera house, those intercsted whom I Hayes & Son manufac- whilo @ good many others had on
in starting & publsc library in tured shoes, gave $50. Wallace moro ragged clothes, his had the
town eeemed to be amall in point end Hillot, also shoe manufactur- gppearance of belng the most
of, numbers. But, however, the ere, gave $200. Plans were De- poverty stricken, while the ex-
businéss was carried on and s ing effected to tiold entertaln- pression on his face was one of
temporary organization, with ments during the winter to edd to the most dejected and woebegone
Alonzo Nute a8 president, and their constantly increaging funds. gort and fitted the place exactly
Pervy Safford, eocretary, Was On February 6, 1891, the do- The sum of $85 was added to the
made, mestio drama, “Placer Gold”, was treasury of the association

Permanent officera were olected gyoop and the procesds turned  The poverty ball proved to be
as follows: Iseac B. Poard, presl- ;.00 15 the 1ibrary association. such an enjoyable event and 8o
dent; me‘ F. W. Doring, vice . o rer, 1891, the Farming- Successful financially that an.
president; ' Mre. Mary B. Parker, o 1407 hrary association be- Other was held one year later,
vectetary; Frank Pearl, treasurer. . " o oorated under the Prizes going to Miss Agnes Berry

The following committees were " » \oo Hampehire. and Wm. Armstrong. AH the
choson: Committee on &ubscrip- people in the grand march were
tion to the lbrary, Mrs, J. F. chewing gum and the effect was
Cloutman, Mras, Frank Bdgeny, tor Very comical. Dance cards were
Mrs. W. F. Thayer, Mrs, O. w. @l one act plays were glven for made of paper box covers and a
Talpey, Mrs. A. W. Bhackford, the purpose of ralsing mMONOY . o0uh pencil wes fastened to
Mri. @. N. Bestman, Mrs, J. B, Theeo proved very successful fin- .o by pink twine. The sum of
Ferasld, Mre, Jonas H, Colomy, anclally, aa in somo Instancos the )00 was realized from this event
J. A, Roberts, J. B. Hayes, Alvah sum of $100 was realized over At th " .
Hanaon, Willlam Card, J. P. Tib- and above expenses. <A the anuAl meetinE I e
betts, John Waldron. Committee In those days it waa custbmary :z:e:r’w aocopt :hmci"“":: w“‘:
on dramatic entertainment: Mrs. to hold an euction for sale of all L, "h "y — 0 ‘;ecm‘:;” 8:: H °;,°d
L. A. 6mall, Mrs. James Hayes, the previous year's magazines ,- I.’a.rk:r "o e:y' al ];
Mrp, Osborne Price, Mre, Neille and this asually occurred during H P V;’he;.tle “d‘lmrect. '; m: :
Starr, Miss Winnifred Berry, Mra. the second week In January. All Mosors. Ha eey' A I(’):-: am:
N. F. Roberts, Mra. W. H. W magusines which were not ve- _, o o yes an 1c0 to t;r "
Colomy, Rev. W. 1. Bweet, Mrs. G served for binding wero offered lg! °ub’g° emu.: sf"l“ e pub-
L. White, W.W. Roberts, W. F. for sale to the highest bidder. In o it o “:"“"““' was
Hajyes, L B. Pearl. Committee on this way weeveral dollars were f:: o © ndi‘ ';:““A;g a:‘t “;‘y
musical entertainment: Mrh, A. mudded to the treasury. thegeru:: e o;;ze r'wer ‘;;" :8 v,
0. Waldron, Mre. L. B, Pear, Mrs.  Isaac E. Pearl continued hisser- o o " p 58 Dails ed a8
Augusta Cooke, Mrs. A. F. Wal- vices aa librarlan until Septem- . . Pmmﬁ{ " Sattord. :°°"°'
dron, Mra, H. P. White, Frank ber; 1892, when he resigned on u.rer' Sotn B s Hmm' &l “:“‘
Poarl, 8. 8. Parker, Dean Allen, account of pressing law duties Duri.n the m'“_ 'iust . r:ct:;r
Newman Gary, H. ¢. Waldron. and Miss Agnes B. Berry was lg“ yh d basss e
OCommitteo on epecial entertaln- chosen to fill the vacanoy. association had recelved ~$100
ment: E. P. Nute, B. T Willson, At the annual meeting of that
B. B. Carleton, Dr. W, P. Blake, year the following officers_were

During the winter of 1891 and
'92 a concert was held and sever-

worth of new books as a gift drom
the state. Also Mrs. Eastman
presented the Ilibrary a set of

A. 1. Nite, James H. Powers, elected: Presldent, Isafo Poarl; 1, oo ) dati '
Jemes McGibbon. Committee on Vice preaident, Mre. A. 0. Wal- rper's maguzines dating ‘rom
by-laws: from the firét number {ssued in

B. P. Nute, J. B, Davis, dron; secretary, Mrs. 0. W, Price,
. T. Wilison, S. S, Parker, I E. treasurer, Ned L. Parker; trus- June, 1850, and extending to Jan-
Poarl, Rev. G. L. White, Rev. W tees, F. W. Doring, Q. W. Talpey, uary, 1896 Incidentally, the
1. Sweet. . H P. Wheatley, 8. S. Parker It gealﬁh of Mre. Eastman, November
The firat books donated to the was voted to make “the Hbrary s O:is-tgemed a beqrest of
ibrary were contributed by Mre. free for the next year. h °m)° ary Assoclation.
Adelalde . Waldron, and were aa  The president, Isaac Poarl, ap- e lfbrary entertalnment of
follows: The Greatest Thing In pointed an entertainment com- that year was theld on Thunksgiv-
the World, by Prof. Drummond, mittes consisting of the follow- Ing night and wis a play entitled
On'the Hill, &y Frederlo Starr; ing citizens: Dr. H. P. Wheat- *Snowball”, and netted the ILi-
How New England Was Made, by ley, Ned L. Parker, Mre. Natt
Frances A, Humphrey. An in- Roberts, Mrs. Osborne Price, Mrs.

brary Assoclation $84.
In 1896, owing to the departure

vitition was extended to all to L. H. Palmer, and Mim Agnes ot Mr. and Mrs. Henry Davis for’

donate books or gifts. Berty, the librarian. According- tho south, it became necessary to
As evidence of growing interest ly, an elaborate program of en- secure someone to act a6 librarian
in the new library, a large gath- tertainment was planned for the and secretary. Finally Nellie M.
ering of citisens was present at a winter of 1893, One of the first Hayes consented to serve tempor-
mosting on November 28, 1890, of the major undertakings was arily. She was succeeded by Mrs.
ono week later. The following held on February 28, 18983, a Lilla Allen. The mext librarian
gontlomen wero edocted directors: brilHant affair planned to display Was Mrs. Edith M. Herring, al-
J. F. Safford, Bugene P. Nute, W. tho pleasing fentures of & living though Mrs. Allen very generous-
I Sweet, to serve for one yenr: library This was brought to a ly offered to continue her services
Chirles W. Talpey, H. P. Wheat- successful termination as ninety- a9 secretary.
loy and 8. 8. Parker to serve two aix persons formed in 1ine, each In 1899 the association mem-
years, Twelve young people were one ropresenting some book or bera decided to amend the by-
appointed to secure all the mem- character. After a grand march Mws 80 as to elect seven instead

of six directors. Acocordingly, at found the syetem then in use very McFanland, Concord, ﬁ.ﬂ.; a. W
this time four directors were unsatisfactory. Accordingly, Chamberlain, Malden, Mase.; R
elected to eerve for a perlod of steps were taken to reclassify all B. Bartlett, Pittafield; Mrs. Grace
two years, The remsining three, the books according to the new Brown, Natick, Mass.: Harrison
elected the previous year, had-an- Dewey Decimal system. As a re- Strohsahl, Woodbridge, N. J.; and
other year to serve. Dr. K, P. sult, during the fall of 1922 the many valuable contributions from
Wheatley was elected fourth di- library was closed from Septem- the Publio Library Commission at
rector. George H. Davis was ber 9 to November 3, mime Ooncord, N H.

olected treasurer to succeed Percl- weeks in all, during which time, Immediately following the fire,
val H. Safford. Mrs. J F Safford under the ocapable direction of Mr and Mrs. F J Hanson gener-
presented the Library Aseociation Mrs. Leona Savithes, librarian at ously offered their commodious
with a crayon portrait of Mrs, EM Somersworth, the work of recata- home for a library whist party
lon Bastman, which was hung in loging was aatisfactorlly com- and under the chairmanship of
the reading room. pleted and a dictionary and cat- Mrg Bessie Dole, ably assisted by

In 1800, F B. Edgerly became 8l0€ was installed. . Mre, Maude Place and Mrs. Viola
treasurer, following the resigna- In December, 1922, Miss Ethel Thayer, the Library assocjation
tign of George H. Davis, Nason, having subetituted for received $50.

In December, 1903, Mr 8. 8. Mrs. Nellie Davis. on eeveral oc- Immediately, gifts of money be-
Parker, president of the associa- ¢asions, was appointed essistant gan to arrive, among the first be-
tion since 1893, positively de- librarian. Miss Nason first be- jnge check from Mrs. B. F Thay-
clined to serve a longer time, and Came associated with the Wbrary er for $1,000
Dr P H. Wheatley was elected to in 1919 during the severe fllneas Commrunication from the Car-
take his place. F E. Edgerly al- of Mrs. Davis. Substituting in- negie Corporation brought forth
80 wished to be relieved of his du- termittently until September, .y 451y that they were mot in
ties s treasurer and W L. Pea. 1924, she served as assistant M- ., ,ogitfon to help towards a
vey was chosen to fill his place. brarian unti! the annual meeting pew library building at the time

At the annual meeting in 1904, in December, 1925, when she was
Miss Braily Goodwin was elected elected librarian, following _the But, however, to use Fred I
secretary and librarfan and con- fesisnation of Mrs. Davis. Miss Thhayers owndwg daéhhe ahwoke i
tinued her faithful services for Molly Nute was appointed as- B¢ night an o thought came
over ten years, at which time {ll- sistant librarian. to him that George H. Goodwin, a

’ ologe friend,-was just the one to
ness in her falmly forced her re- On April 13, 1923, the Farm- give to Farmington a public ii-

By e e et i A
" Befitiing JeXerciiedwere held on
‘the steps-of the TMbrary building

at two o'clock, following. a previ-
ous inspection of the building by
the townspeople. Mr, George H.
Goodwin, donor of the library.
took an important part in the ex-
encises, quoting from Secripture,
as was his custom. Governor Tob-
followed with a splendid address.

The new lbrary was opened
for circulation the following af-
ternoon and has enjoyed uninter-
rupted service to the present time.

Mr. Goodwin was & constant
visitor to the library until his
death on Janusry 23, 1930, at
the age of 84 years. His last will
gave further bequests to the -
brary towards a maintenance
fund, in the name of his mother,
Sophronia J. Goodwin.

In September, 1931, the Li-
brary association again suffered
the loss of one of its greatest
workers. Mr. S. S. Parker had
held some office since the begin-
ning of the library in 1890 and
its welfare had always been a
major consideration with him. At
the time of his death he was one
of the trustees and was also treas-
urer of the assocliation. Fred W

’ -
tirement from library service, ington Glee club, under the di brary And so the next morning.Browne was elected to Sl his un-

Mrs. Nellle M Davis was choeen rection of the ciub's founder, Mise .
to fill the v cy At this time Ruth B. Allen, gave its firet an- he went to Mr Goodwin's home
acan in Milton and pointed out to him
Mra. A. C. Waldron, baving been nual concert and very generously
the appreciation the town of
vice president since 1892, wished contributed the proceeds to the li-
Farmington would have for him
to be releved of her duties and brary building fund. This in-
tor euch an act of benevolence.
D. B. Edgerly was chosbn to euc- creased the sum by $70 The
Mr Thayer also pointed out to
coed her A vote of thanks was fund now amounted to $1136 him that in founding a librar
extended to Mr B. H. Thomas, This sum consisted of contribu- m E v
for Farmington he would becar-
then a newcomer to the town for tions made from time to time by rying out his original purpose of
favors received from him during the Woman's olub, any eurplus eidg \ng san purp
the year money owing
In 1908, following the resigna- which the Library association
tion of Dr P H Wheatley as <could spare from its treasury, do- :lddln? a.‘:'::l oppo;;.;mlgoo(t&‘y:u::
president, Mr 8. S Parker was Dations with no strings attached n e ng ’
again prevelled upon to assume and all interest added. some time *“‘to think it over”, as

the duties of the office. Mr E. In January, 1924, it wasfound phg gxpressed it. And as a result
D. Disbrow was elected treasurer, that after all bills were paid, the 1y Library a;asoclatlon was ad:
but his subsequent removal to an- sum of $200 could be spared from ys.d of his very favorable deci-
other town prevented him from the assoclation treasury, 80 this .45 {n their behalf.

sorving his term and Mr D. W was added to the building fund, .

Kimball was elected treasurer making in al}, including intereat
At the annual meeting in 1808, $1373

Mr B. H. Thomas was elected

institution that
not earning anything would endure to his name by pro-

was his oustom, wished to have

Aocordingly, on March 31, 1928
* Mr Goodwin turned over to the
Library association $22,000 inU
Barly in the club year of 1924,
vice president of the assoctation pig B, H Thomas, chairman of tst;wg;-vdemgzmlmb;l;g:at;o ::“‘:T:::
and the following year becameo It8 h, |jhrary committee of the Wo- ;14 equipment of the George H
president. During f’hh’ year the .58 club, had made announce- Gtudw?: pubrary Mr Gooflwln
Farmington Woman'a club pre- ment that a minstrel show for the yu maxing his gift wade Do re.
s&;r;ted bh:dB-L{lbrary hnseoclatlon benefit of the lbrary would be g jetione, but, however, as @ mat-
; 1'[pm:,m ;om bt o operetld peiq yn December Accordingl¥. tor of honorary recognition be-
yivia. o the Library assocla- iy, Rajnbow Giris’ minetrel shoW giqey bearing his name on the
tion received a glft of $100 YoM yag held December 12, 1924, the butlding a life size .portrait, suit-
the wil! of the late Mrs. Abble ,.cuitg of which iner i1 the ably inscrlbed. was to be ht;ng in
Tallx‘:eyli)lz the Woman's cluv bullding fund by $267 the reading ro'om
again presented to the Library as- At the annual meeting of the Building plans were jmmedi-
sociation the sum of $68 to do as.oclation in December, 1927, it ately forthcoming from Architect
with as the association saw fit, was brought to the attention of i j Richardson of Dover A
but suggested a fund for a library the members that the sum of over , .ding committee consisting of
building Mr Parker moved that $1800 bad accumulated In the p y Thomas, Fred I Thayer and
this fund be set apart as a build. 2uilding fund  Now. more than @ o Copp was appointed, with
ing fund with interest added, ever, the committee exerted their p. Thayer as chairman
controlfed by the Library associas ¢TOTts to secure a lot upon which = 4 ‘tnis time a paper was cir-
to build Thus, one week later. i 15ted among the business men

tion It was voted that the su.mt D 1
of $100 bequeathed to the associ- °° ecember 12, & specinl meet- o,q gther citizens of the town

ation by Mrs. Laure E. Fernald) ing. of the directors was called asking for money to be held in
be added to the building fund and they voted unanimously t0 .4 35 @ guarantee fund, the in-

During the fall of 1914 the purchase from Mr B.T Willson terest of which would be used to
his land located on Malin street support the new building

presentation of ‘“The Cameron

Pride". given on two successive CotWeen the Congregational Ay 5 gpecial meeting of the li-
evenings, substantially increased church and the land of Mr Traf- y. 0y girectors held May 8, 1928,
the building fund  Also fn 1915 'OF Also voted toapply the $1800 yy, plans submitted by B. J Rico-
a valentine whist party under the in the building fund as part Pay- ,rqson of Dover were officially ac-
direction of Mrs. E. F Thayer, meont. cepted.

Mrs. Ninn Greeloy, Mrs. Alje Now that a lot had been 9e-  The exercises attendant upon
Grace and Mrs. C. W Jenness was oured, outside interest was again the laying of the cornerstone of
given in Harmony hall for a H- fn evidence. Early in January. the Goodwin, library were held

brary benefit These two affairs 1928. the association received an- August 3, 1928 These were con-
netted over $136 for the build- other donation of $16 50 from the gucted by Fred I. Thayer, chair-
ing fund At this time, approxi- Fermington Glee club, and on man of the building committee
mately $400 represented the tota] Jeouary 27 a whist party was and vice president of the tbrary
amount. On November 12, the held in the town hall under the gssociation. The opening remarks
same year, “The Squaw Man”, un- auspices of several local women were presented by Mr E. H

der - the direction of Herbert wiho had been deeply interested in Thomas, president of the Library
Browne, was presented under the the early promotion of anew li- ggociation, Mr 8. 8. Parker,
auspices of the Woman's clup. brary bullding. This affair netted treasurer of the association, pre-
From this, over $100 was realized $74 26 sonted @ history of the Farming-
and added to the fund During the early morning of ton Publio Library, and Carl B,

A committee consisting of 8. § February 10, 1928, the opera Canney a blographical sketch of
Parker, D. E. Bdgerly, H 8 Davis house which had housed the 1i- George H. Goodwin. The high
and F B. Bdgerly was appointed brary for thirty-eight years, was office of spreading the mortar for
and instructed to consider the burned, inflicting an almost total the cornerstone was performed
purchase of any suitable building loss of books to the Library as- with a dignity befitting the ooca-
lot. sociation. On the evening pre- sion by Mr. Goodwin.

On April 16, 1917, an indoor ceding the fire, a benefit to aid Enclosed in the cornerstone is
circus was held under the capable the Franconis Notch campaign a rustproof copper box which con-
and efficient direction of Mrs. was held at the home of Mr. and tains the complete verbatim re-
Winnifred Kimball, president of Mre. Fred 1. Thayer This was cords of the day. all the silver
the Woman'e ctub. The proceeds well attended and the entire pro- coinage of the year 1928, the
trom this affair increased the ceeds, $35, was voted the follow- dollar, half-dollar, quarter and
building fund to a total of over Ing morning by the Franconia dhue: also the nickel and copper
$660. Notch committee to the Library cent, one siiver halt-dollar of

At the annual meeting in De- assoclation: 1857, one silver three-cent plece
cember, 1917, Mr E. H Thomas, A special meeting of the direc- of 1896, one-cent piece of 1851
after serving for eight consecu- tors was held in the bank rooms M, Goodwin's contribution to the
tive years as president, declined a February 14, 1928, to determine coilection was & two-cent piece of
unanimous reelection, as his du- what steps to take towards es- 1864 Fred 1 Thayer gave aone-
ties which called him out of town ¢ablishing a permanent home for cent Canadian plece, a Canadian
most of the time would intenfere the library All were in favor of sou and a Chinese coin Mrs.
with continuing in office, Henry erecting a suitable building on Annie Thayer coutributed a pho-
8. Davis wes elected to fill the va- the lot recently purchased Vari- tograph of Theodore Rosevelt and
cancy. ous drives for Jbtaining money her uncle, Brigadier General Win-

Always uppermost in the minds were euggested and it was voted field Scott Edgerly, taken with
of the directors and officers was that a committee composed of Mr these two prominent figures sit-
the idea of having a library build- E. H. Thomes, and Mrs. Fred I. ting side by side on horseback. A
ing of thelr own Any money on Thayer get in touch with the di- photograph of Mr Goodwin was
fiend which was not to be used rectors of the Carnegle Library enclosed, also a picture of the
immediately was added to the Fund to eee what aid could be ob- graduating class of 1928, taken
building fund created by the tained from that source. Mean- as they posed on the steps of the
‘Woman's club. while, no time was lost in ob- Army and Navy building in Wash-

As in 1921 at the annual meet- taining temporary quarters in the ington, contriblted by Blanche
ing of the Library associaton, J. P. B. Roberts block directly Roy George C Roberts contri-
Selectman Frank Adams sug- across the street from the burned buted two copies of the Bible;
gested putting $250, which was structure. geveral views of Farmington were
lying idle in the hands of the Immediately donatione of enclosed; also a genealogy of the
town, into the building fund, Mrs, books, mostly fiction, began to Roberts family prepared by W W.
Myra Edgerly remarked that buy- arrive from all parts of the town, Roberts,
ing a lot upon wihich to build so that on March 10, one month  The benediction pronounced by
woubd, in her way. of thinking, after the fire, the library was Franklin Parker brought to &
create more 4nterest than any opened with about 700 books close the very impresive exercises.
other way. This suggestion was ready for circulation. At the time At the annua) meeting in De-
very tavorably received and the of the fire about 200 books were cember, 1928, it was voted to ac-
building committes was urged to out on cards. As about three- cept the offer of Henry Wilson
consider seriously any suitable fourths of the total number of Grange to install in the vestibule
lot. books had been completely des- of the new library rooms a bronsge

At this time e new building troyed in the fire it became nec- tablet in memory of Vice Presi-
committes was appointed as fol- esssry to recatalog all books. dent of the United States Henry
lows: 8.8. Parker, Fred I. Thay- Thus, & new Ilibrary was prac- Wikson.
er and Frank A. Adams. tically started. Valuable contri- The new bhuilding was ready

About this time considerable butions of books were recelved for occupancy on May 10, 1929,
unfavorable comment had been from peoplerout of town, as well On this date the dedication oc-
forthcoming concerning the as local citizens. Those from out curred, with the governor of the
method of «cataloging books. of town included Mrs, -Katherine state, Charles W. Tobey, and mem-
Teachers and students especially Waldron, Braintree; Mr. W. K. bers of his staff in attendange.

expired term as director, and
BEthel Nason his term as treasurer

Each year the library has seen
an increase in circulation until
in the year 1935 a totalof 26,307
books and magazines was re-
corded. The ciroulation during
1927, the last full year in the
town hall, was 17,138

Following are the officers of the
Farmington Library association
in order of service

Presidents, Isaac B. Pearl, S S
Parker, H. P Wheatley, S. 8 Par-
ker, E. H. Thomas, Henry 8. Dav-
is, 8. S. Parker, E. H. Thomasas.

Vice Presidents, ¥ W Doring,
Mrs. A. C. Waldron, D. B. Edgerly,
E. H. Thomas, D B. Edgerly, H
S. Davis, Herbert D Browne, Fred
1. Thayer.

Treasurer, Frank Pearl, Ned L.
Parker, Percival Safford, ¥. E
Edgerly, W L. Peavey, E. D. Dis-
brow, D W Kimball, D B. Edg-
erly, John P Hurd, S. S. Parker,
Ethel Nason.

——

——m———

Directors: J. F. Safford, E. p
Nute, W. 1. 8weet, C. W, Ta.l,pe,.
H. P. Wheatley, S. 8, Parker, p
W. Doring, H. B. White, A R
Berry, Albert Garland, F B. Edg.
erly, J. B. 8. Hsall, Hervey B,
White, Wikltam Herring, F g
Mooney, W. L. Peavey, E. D, Dis.
brow, Ned L. Parker, E. H. Thop.
as, J D. Smiley, Henry S. Davis
John Waldron, Fred I Thayer
J. G. Halgh, Herbert D. Browne,
D. B. Bdgerly, Cecil Looney, Rev
George Clark, Allison  Tuttle,
Charles Ayers, C. C. oSanborp,
Frederick Clements, Annie Thay.
er, W. R, Stacey, Helen Nute
Fred Browne, Francis Mooney '
Donors To The Guarantee Fund

Annie B./Thayer $100¢0
Frank E. Edgerly 1000
Downing V Osborne 1000
Agnes L. Berry 1000
W. D. Allen 500
Florence Nutter 500
i1da B Thayer 500
Lucy Perkins 500
N F. Roberts BEst. 500
J W. Pickering 260
0. N. Hussey 200
F R. Copp 100
W R. Btacey 100
F. W Browne 100
F E. Mooney 100
W. C. Lord 100
Bugene Adams 100
J. L. MoLaughlin 100
William V. Ware 100
Fred 1. Thayer 100
A. S. Brooks 100
Will T Barker 100
Myra Edgerky 100
George Emerson 50
8. 8. Parker 50
Harry F Nutter 50
John H. Jenness 50
Katherine Richmond 30
Herbert Browne 50

B. H. Thomsas
Feineman Bros.
Ned L. Parker
Jeremy Waldron
Harry B. Thayer
Frederiok Clements
Harrison Waldron
Mary Brown
Sarah Weldron

Bequests and Trust Funds

Mrs. Ellen BEastman $200
Mrs. Josie Bussell 500
Mrs. Sophronia Fernald 500
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hope

have thought you were.

you had.
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Christmas lifts you out of your ordinary self and
pushes you up into being a person far nicer than you

Christmas opens up friendships more numerous,
more delightful and more heart-warming than you knew

Christmas appeals to all five of your senses. Is there
any sight lovelier than gaily wrapped gifts, multicolored
candles, shiny holly and decorations on a Christmas
tree? Isn’t there contentment in the fragrant smell of fir
balsam in the living room and of spicy odors in the
kitchen? Wouldn’t the days seem empty without hear-
ing again the universally-loved carols and the laughter
of happy children? Isn’t self-control overstrained by the
taste of festive, tempting foods? And don’t we respond
to the invigorating touch of the sweet air outdoors and
the welcome warmth of home and family within?

% looks like Christmas.
3t smells like Christmas.
% sounds ke Christmas.
9t tastes like Christmas.
{ 9t feels like Christmas.

It must be Christmas,

fMerry Christmas!
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Christmasg i
Bas Eherpthing

Christmas has everything—hasn’t it?

Cbristmas holds tightly many happy memories, is
loaded with joy and good cheer right now, and pierces
uncertainties of the future with the bright twinkle of
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value on your

and expense!

Don’t Worry, Scotty,

It's Scotty’s owners who'll do the w
hgolngeoeoct.thmalotmmthmltuhou d have.

They were undec-insured!

How about you? How lons ngo was it that you set 8

? ...and wh
Heed this Hartford warning ss published in leading
magazines. Call on us today. P

Lat us bring your insurance into line with today’s in-
creased values, so that a fire won't cost you needless worTy

.\

o

. That fire

t you have In it?

Farmington Insurance Agency

NEWS

OFFICE



